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PREFACE. 


TH  E  year  of  which  we  treat,  notwith- 
danding  the  peaceable  afpeCt  of  the 
times,  has  not  been  unproductive  of  events 
which  claim  a  confiderable  degree  of  atten¬ 
tion.  Of  thefe,  the  expullion  or  the  Jeluits 
from  Spain  and  Naples,  is  not  the  leaf!  ex¬ 
traordinary,  nor  likely  to  be  the  lead  conii- 
derable  in  its  confequences.  The  affairs  of 
Poland  have  attracted  much  of  the  general 
attention  of  Europe ;  and,  it  is  to  be  hoped, 
are  now  fettled  upon  an  happy  and  perma¬ 
nent  balls.  The  origin  of  the  late  difputes, 
the  pad  and  prefent  date  of  the  Diffidents, 
and  many  particularities  relative  to  the  bif- 
tory  and  government  of  that  country,  which 
were  requilite  to  be  known,  to  form  a  pro¬ 
per  judgment  of  thofe  tranfaCtions,  were  but 
.  ittle  conlidered  or  underdood  in  this  part 
of  the  world.  We  have  therefore  given  our 
readers  all  the  fatisfaCtion  on  thole  heads, 
which  the  materials  that  we  could  procure 
would  afford,  and  the  plan  of  our  work 
allow.  The  fubjeCt  is  indeed  peculiarly 

r  intereding : 
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PREFACE, 

Interefling :  While  our  humanity  is  deeply 
engaged  in  the  caufe  of  the  Diffidents,  we 
'  cannot  but  lament  the  fatality  by  which  a 
great  nation  is  furrounded  in  its  capital  by 
a  foreign  army  ;  and  the  fenators  of  a  re¬ 
public,  that  was  once  free  and  independent, 
carried  off  by  a  military  force  for  a  difcuf- 
fion  of  their  own  affairs.  This  is  a  fub- 
jed,  that,  notwithftanding  the  reditude 
and  integrity  of  the  motives  which  guided 
thofe  tranfadions,  affords  a  full  opportunity 

for  the  moll  deep  and  ferious  refledion. 

\ 

Our  home  affairs  have  not  been  deficient 
in  matters  fufficiently  interefling,  Of  thefe 
we  give  fuch  an  account  as  we  hope  will  be 
agreeable  to  our  readers ;  and  have  endea¬ 
voured  to  preferve  that  impartiality,  which 
it  will  be  always  fo  much  our  wifh  to  fup- 
port.  And  it  fhall  ever  be  our  greatefl  hap- 
pinefs,  to  have  any  opportunity  of  fhew- 
ing  the  grateful  fenfe  we  entertain  of  the 
repeated  indulgence  which  we  have  fo  con- 
ftantly  experienced  from  the  Public. 
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CHAP.  I. 


General  afpeft  of  affairs.  Prefent  appearances  pacific.  Some  ancient  caufes 
of  contention  removed.  France.  Holland.  General  fate  of  the  North . 
Germany.  Italy.  Expulfion  of  the  Jefuits  from  Naples  and  Parma . 
The  interefl  of  the  court  of  Rome  declining  in  Italy.  Portugal.  Scarcity 
of  corn.  Friendly  intercourfe  fuhfifling  between  the  learned* 


WE  obferve  with  pleafure, 
that  the  event  has  hap¬ 
pily  justified  our  prog¬ 
nostication  of  lait  year ;  and  that 
the  general  tranquillity  of  Europe 
is  not  in  any  immediate  danger  of 
being  disturbed.  A  fpirit  of  im¬ 
provement  in  the  arts  of  peace,  in 
manufactures,  commerce,  and  the 
elegant  embellishments  of  life, 
feems  to  have  taken  place,  for  a 
Von.  X. 


while  at  leaSt,  of  that  rage  of  con¬ 
quest,  which  hadfor  fomany  centu¬ 
ries  plunged  the  different  parts  of 
the  great  European  commonwealth 
into  all  the  calamities  of  devastation 
and  war.  That  martial  difpofition, 
which  fo  entirely  poSTeffed  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  thofe  ages,  was  the  natu¬ 
ral  confequence  of  the  hardy  bo¬ 
dies,  the  aCtive  and  intrepid  minds, 
of  the  western  and  northern  na- 
[A\  lions. 
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tions,  when  not  otherwife  engaged 
by  a  clofe  attention  to  the  ufeful, 
or  mellowed  by  a  knowledge  of  the 
fine  arts. 

It  may  now  appear  late  to  look 
back  to  the  fubverfion  or  change 
of  the  feudal  fyftem,  and  from 
thence  to  derive  realbns  for  prog- 
nofticating  the  approach  of  a  lefs 
martial  age.  This  change  was  not 
indeed  immediately  productive  of 
fo  happy  an  effeCt,  Many,  how¬ 
ever,  of  the  caufes  of  ancient  quar¬ 
rels  were  certainly  removed,  by  the 
different  modifications  which  that 
fyftem  underwent  in  moft  of  the 
countries  of  Europe.  Thetwolaft 
centuries  were  (partly  through  ac¬ 
cident,  and  partly  from  thole  epi¬ 
demic  paffions,  which  have  been 
obferved  at  particular  aeras  to  poftefs 
the  minds  of  great  bodies  of  man¬ 
kind)  fo  peculiarly  fertile  in  pro¬ 
ducing  new  caufes  of  diffenfion, 
that  the  confequences  naturally  to 
be  expeCled  from  the  decline  of 
the  feudal  government  could  not  be 
perceived  amidft  the  continual  din 
,  of  frefh  difputes.  It  may  be  unne- 
ceffary  to  recapitulate  thofe  caufes 
of  diffenfion  ;  many  of  them  are 
generally  known.  Religion,  or 
the  pretence  to  it,  had  its  full  fhare 
amongft  them.  The  uncertain  rights 
of  fucceffion  in  moft  countries,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  avidity  with  which 
all  mankind  were  feized  to  grapple 
at  the  treafures  of  the  new  world, 
were  fuch  feeds  of  contention,  as 
ferved,  along  with  many  others,  to 
keep  Europe  in  continual  agitation. 

Several  of  the  principal  of  thofe 
caufes,  and  happily,  fome  of  thofe 
which  occafioned  the  greateft  mif- 
qhief,  are  now  no  more.  The  vio¬ 
lence  of  religious  animofity;  that 
bitternefs  of  zeal,  which  fet  man¬ 
kind  to  the  deitruCtion  of  each 


other’s  bodies,  for  the  falvation  of 
their  fouls,  is  not  only  worn  out, 
but  almoft  forgotten.  Succeffions, 
boundaries,  and  rights  of  govern¬ 
ment,  are  fixed  upon  a  more  known 
and  fettled  foundation  than  ever 
they  were  before  ;  and  commercial 
nations  have  difcovered  a  more  fuc- 
cefsful  and  happy  method  of  pro¬ 
curing  gold,  than  by  digging  it 
themfelves  from  the  mine,  or  forc¬ 
ing  it  from  thofe  that  do. 

Many  other  fources  of  conten¬ 
tion  of  a  later  date,  together  with 
fome  miftaken  notions  in  politics, 
which  have  had  their  day  and  done 
fufficient  mifchief,  are  exhauftea. 
Some  juft  caufes  of  contention  are 
alfo  removed.  The  ideas  attend¬ 
ing  a  balance  of  power,  feem  to  be 
at  prefent  very  different  from  what 
they  have  been  formerly.  The 
dread  of  univerfal  monarchy  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  much  abated,  if  not  en¬ 
tirely  at  an  end.  With  regard  to 
England,  to  our  happineis,  the 
caufes  of  thofe  fears  which  were 
once  fo  prevalent,  with  refpett  to 
the  proteftant  fucceffion  ;  the  dan¬ 
ger  of  rebellions  within,  or  invafi- 
ons  from  without,  from  that  caufe, 
are  fo  entirely  vanished,  that  they 
only  ferve  to  endear  to  us  our  pre¬ 
fent  fecurity. 

Thefe  circumftances  feem  in 
fome  lort  pledges  of  a  greater  tran¬ 
quillity  to  our  pofterity,  than  we  or 
our  anceftors  have  enjoyed.  How¬ 
ever,  it  muft  be  confeffed  that  all 
fpec'rulations  of  this  kind,  however 
plaufible,  are  in  their  nature  ex¬ 
tremely  uncertain.  The  natural 
inconftancyof  mankind,  thefport 
which  fortune  feems  at  fome  times, 
to  make  of  every  fyftem,  deftroy- 
ing  in  a  day,  or  an  hour,  the  beft 
laid  foundations,  and  trampling 
the  labour  of  ages,  and  the  wifeft 
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inftitutions  in  the  daft  ;  all  thefe 
may  forbid  the  hopes  of  a  lading 
permanency  to  any  fyftem  of  tran¬ 
quillity, let  the  prefent  appearances 
be  ever  fo  ferene. 

It  mail;  be  admitted  that  this  ape 
feems  to  have  a  caule  of  contention 
more  particularly  its  own,  and 
which  cannot  fail  to  fupply,in  fome 
degree,  thofe  which  are  now  by 
time  and  change  of  manners  ex- 
tinguifhed.  The  de/ire  of  naval 
power,  which  at  prefent  adts  fo 
ftrongly  upon  many  of  the  nations 
in  Europe,  will  generate  daily  dis¬ 
putes,  and  muft  become  a  fruitful 
fource  of  diffenfion.  The  fpirit  of 
commerce  will  not  be  confined  to 
the  acquilitions  of  induftry.  The 
new  adventurers  in  this  field  will 
encroach  upon  the  old,  while  the 
fame  pafiion  will  aft  as  powerfully 
with  the  old  pofTe-fTors,  not  to  re- 
linquifh  any  of  thofe  profits  which 
ufually  came  into  their  hands,  and 
to  which  they  will  think  that  long 
prefcription  has  given  them  a  right. 

With  refpedt  to  other  matters, 
'the  general  date  of  affairs  in  Eu¬ 
rope  has  fullered  no  material  change 
fmce  the  concluiion  of  our  lad  vo¬ 
lume.  The  fame  clofe  union  and 
alliance  dill  fubfids  between  the 
different  branches  of  the  houfe  of 
Bourbon.  The  friend  Slip  andunion 
between  that  family  and  the  houfe 
of  Auftria,  is  dill  more  clofely  ce¬ 
mented  by  a  marriage  between  the 
young  king  of  Naples, and  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  Emprefs  Queen.,  The 
hopes  of  this  alliance  might  in¬ 
deed  have  been  fru  ft  rated  in  a  lefs 
numerous  family,  by 

|  15th  Off.  the  death  of  the  Arch- 

1767.  duchefs  Maria  Jofepha, 
who  was  feized  with 
the  fmall-pox  in  a  few  days  after 
her  being  married  by  proxy  and 
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declared  Queen  of  Naples ;  but 
upon  this  occafion  it  made  no  great 
change,  and  the  young  Prince  has 
been  iince  contrafied  to  her  next 
fifter  the  Archduchefs  Caroline, 
who  is  about  a  year  younger. 

Unnatural  as  the  prefent  friend- 
fhip  and  alliance  between  thofe  an¬ 
cient  and  hereditary  enemies,  the 
houfes  of  Bourbon  and  Auftria, 
may  appear,  and  dangerous  as  the 
.effedts  of  it  might  at  firft  feem  to 
many  of  their  neighbours ;  it  is  not 
perhaps  impoffible,  but  it  may  con- 
tri bo  te  to  p r e fer ve  tha 1 1 ran q u i  II  i ty , 
which  feemed  to  be  fo  much  en¬ 
dangered  by  it.  This  will  appear 
the  lefs  problematical,  if  we  refledt 
on  the  many  wars  in  which  the 
bickerings  and  enmity  of  thefe  two 
families  have  engaged  for  near  two 
centuries  the  reft  of  Europe.  Nei  ¬ 
ther  does  this  alliance  appear  fo 
very  formidable  to  its  neighbours, 
as  it  might  have  done  in  another 
fituation  of  things.  The  great 
weight  which  has  accumulated  in 
the  northern  balance. of  late  years, 
may  well  prevent  the  fcale  from, 
preponderating  excefilvely  in  their 
favour. 

It  does  not  at  prefent  appear, 
that  any  of  the  three  powers  in 
quedion  are  difpofed,  or  indeed  in. 
a  condition  to  difturb  the  public 
repofe.  France  has  been  long  a 
lofcr  by  her  wars,  nor  do  the  late 
trials  fhe  has  made  of  her  ftrength, 
comparatively  with  that  of  her 
neighbours,  give  the  lead  encou¬ 
ragement  to  her  feeking  for  new; 
The  fydem  of  Europe  is  much 
changed  fince  thofe  victorious 
days  of  Lewis  the  XIV th,  when 
he  was  fo  much  the  terror  of  it. 
Other  nations  have  gained  great 
additional  ftrength,  whilft  France 
has  without  q.uedion  rather  loft 
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ground;  yet  it  muft  be  owned,  not 
in  luch  a  degree,  but  that  her  great 
natural  refources,  and  the  very  va¬ 
luable  and  improveable  colonies 
fhe  is  ftill  poflefTed  of,  will  always 
make  her  very  refpe&able,  if  not 
formidable.  At  prefent  fhe  is  load¬ 
ed  with  a  very  heavy  debt,  which 
will  require  length  of  time,  joined 
with  ftrift  oeconomy  and  clofe 
attention  to  her  finances,  to  dif- 
charge.  Nor  will  her  commerce, 
though  greatly  recovered,  fudden- 
ly  forget  the  fhocks  it  received  in 
the  laft  war.  Agriculture  has, 
through  a  feries  of  mifmanage- 
ment,  been  long  on  the  decline  in 
that  country ;  it  was  the  error  of 
the  famous  Colbert,  that  he  wanted 
to  form  the  French  into  a  nation  of 
manufa£lurers,and  forgot  that  agri¬ 
culture  is  the  principal  Ilrength  of 
a  ftate.  The  French  miniftry,  as 
well  as  the  nation,  feem  now  fully 
fenfibie  of  this  error  ;  and  agricul¬ 
ture  meets  with  all  that  encourage¬ 
ment  and  attention  which  it  fo 
juilly  merits.  It  will,  however, 
require  length  of  time,  and  all  the 
leifure  of  peace,  to  bring  it  to  any 
degree  near  the  perfection  to  which 
it  is  capable  of  arriving. 

Upon  the  whole  it  is  evident, 
that  nothing  can  be  fo  effential  to 
the  intereft  of  France,  as  the  con¬ 
tinuation  of  peace  ;  and  that  they 
muft  be  the  moll  pernicious  poli¬ 
tics,  which  could  at  prefent  urge 
it  to  enter  wantonly  into  a  war. 

With  refpeCt  to  England,  France 
feems  at  prefent  to  be  in  a  ftate  of 
perfect  good  neighbourhood  ;  nor 
is  there  any  apparent  caufe  of  quar¬ 
rel  likely  to  difturb  this  harmony. 
It  may  not  perhaps  be  quite  visi¬ 
onary  to  imagine  that  the  violent 
animolity  and  national  prejudice, 
which  has  fo  leng  fubfifted  between 


the  two  nations,  is  in  fome  degree 
wearing  off ;  and  it  is  obfervable, 
that  more  French  of  diftinftion 
have  vifited  England  fmce  the  laft 
war,  than  at  any  other  period  fince 
the  Englifli  loft  their  great  poffef- 
fions  in  that  country. 

The  moll  interefting  event  which 
the  paft  year  has  produced  in  Hol¬ 
land,  has  been  the  marriage  of  the 
Prince  Stadtholder  with  the  Prin- 
cefs  Royal  of  Pruffia.  Nothing 
could  be  more  plealing  tq  the 
whole  republic  than  this  marriage, 
nor  could  any  thing  happen  of  a 
more  interefting  nature  ;  the  pub¬ 
lic  and  private  rejoicings  they 
made,  and  the  marks  of  refpeCt 
and  regard  which  they  fhewed  the 
princefs  upon  every  occafion,  fuf- 
ficiently  teftified  the  fenfe  they  had 
of  it.  By  this  marriage  the  com¬ 
monwealth  has  entered  into  a  nearer 
conne&ion  with  a  great,  a  power¬ 
ful,  and  a  neighbouring  prince, 
whofe  difpofition,  if  not  a  certain 
friend,  was  always  to  be  dreaded  ; 
and  the  vicinity  of  whofe  territo¬ 
ries  to  thofe  of  the  ftates,  would 
always  furnifti  fufficient  matter  for 
altercation,  whenever  he  chofe  to 
feek  for  it.  At  the  fame  time  this 
marriage  is  juilly  to  be  looked  up¬ 
on  in  a  very  interefting  light  with 
refpecl  to  the  Proteftant  fyftem  in 
general,  and  to  conned  that  chain 
of  union,  which  it  will  always  be 
fo  much  the  common  intereft  to 
preferve  between  the  maritime  and 
northern  powers,  and  the  Prote¬ 
ftant  princes  of  Germany. 

In  the  north,  affairs  at  prefent 
wear  the  moil  benign  afpett.  The 
great  difputes  in  Poland  about  the 
JDjftidents,  which  feemed  pregnant 
with  fo  much  danger  to  the  gene- 
ralrepofe,  are,  through  the  weigh¬ 
ty  and  effedlual  mediation  of  the 

great 
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great  powers,  who  by  treaty  as 
well  as  connexion  were  interefted 
in  their  confequences,  brought  in¬ 
to  a  train  of  being  fettled  upon 
the  moll  permanent  and  happy 
footing. 

Germany  has  offered  no  matter 
of  political  obfervation  during  the 
courfe  of  the  prefent  year.  The 
Emperor  and  King  of  Pruffia  fpend 
the  fummers,  either  in  reviewing 
their  armies,  or  in  making  pro- 
greffes  through  different  parts  of 
their  dominions ;  by  which  they 
become  eye-witneffes  of  the  im¬ 
provements  that  are  requifite  to  be 
made,  the  encouragement  that  is 
neceffary  to  be  given,  and  of  the 
diftreffes  and  wants  of  their  fub- 
jeds.  Notwithftanding  this  at¬ 
tention  to  domeftic  and  internal 
happinefs,  the  two  great  powers 
of  the  empire  are  far  from  being 
negligent  of  their  military  depart¬ 
ments  ;  the  fvvord  feems  only  to 
{lumber,  but  does  not  deep,  and 
their  armies  are  kept  compleat, 
and  in  the  beft  condition.  The 
Emprefs  Queen  has  publifhed  an 
edid,  whereby  the  foldiers  in  all 
her  armies  are  allowed  and  even 
encouraged  to  marry,  a  corredive 
in  fome  degree  to  the  political  mif- 
ehiefs  attendant  on  thofe  extenfive 
military  effablifhments. 

Turning  our  eyes  to  the  fouth- 
ward,  the  fcene  is  there  alfo entirely 
pacific.  Indeed  the  new  Dey  of 
Algiers  had  made  fome  extraordi¬ 
nary  demands  upon  the  republic  of 
Venice  :  among  the  red,  befides 
the  payment  of  an  exorbitant  fum 
of  money,  he  infilled  that  his  cor- 
fairs  fhould  have  free  liberty  to 
cruize  in  the  gulf  of  Venice,  and 
to  take  the  lhips  of  any  nation 
with  whom  he  was  not  bound  by 
treaty  ;  with  this  extraordinary 


condition  annexed,  that  if  any  o'if 
his  Cruizers  fhould  happen  to  be 
taken,^  the  republic  fhould  repair 
the  lofs  in  ready  money. 

Thefe  difhonourable  propofals 
were  refufed  with  a  proper  difdain 
by  the  fen  ate  ;  and  as  the  Dey  of 
Algiers  had  broken  the  peace,  and 
imprifoned  theirconful,  they  equip¬ 
ped  a  fquadron  of  men  of  war, 
which  they  difpatchedto  Algiers, 
under  the  command  of  Admiral 
Emo,  to  bring  him  to  reafon.  The 
Dey  continued  obftinate ;  upon 
which  the  admiral,  according  to  his 
orders,  immediately  declared  war 
again!!  him,  and  failed  out  of  the 
harbour  to  fulfil  his  inffrudions, 
which  were  to  block  up  the  port, 
and  deflroy  all  the  Algerine  cor- 
fairs  he  could  meet  with. 

Thefe  vigorous  refolutions  foon 
brought  the  Dey  to  temper,  and 
indeed  to  a  fubmiffion  as  mean  as 
his  demands  had  been  infolent ;  he 
found  himfelf  under  a  neceffity  of 
making  ufe  of  the  mediation  of 
the  Britiffi  conful,  to  procure  a  re¬ 
newal  of  the  peace  upon  the  origi¬ 
nal  terms, 

The  other  parts  of  Italy  have 
afforded  little  remarkable,  except 
the  expulfion  of  the  Jefuits  from 
Naples  and  Parma ;  as  thefe  events 
are  intimately  connected  with,  or 
may  rather  be  looked  upon  as  con¬ 
fequences  of,  the  meafures  which 
had  been  already  taken  in  Spain 
to  the  fame  purpofe,  we  fhall  in¬ 
clude  them  under  that  head  ;  as 
well  as  the  ineffectual  remon- 
llrances  made  by  the  court  of  Rome 
in  their  favour.  The  edid  which 
has  been  pafled  by  the  regency  of 
Parma,  with  refped  to  ecclefiaf- 
tical  affairs,  and  which  almoft  to¬ 
tally  fecludes  the  Roman  fee  from 
all  jurifdidion  in  that  duchy, 
3  together 
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together  with  the  consequences, 
which  are  Said  to  be  an  excommu¬ 
nication,  will  find  their  proper 
place  in  the  tranfa-Ctions  of  the  en- 
fuing  year.  The  power  and  inte- 
reft  of  the  court  of  Rome  is  daily 
loling  ground  in  Italy  ;  where 
other  hates,  befides  thofe  we  have 
mentioned,  are  taking  meafures 
to  circumfcribe  it.  The  govern¬ 
ment  of  Milan,  which  includes 
the  Audrian  Lombardy,  has  pub- 
lifhed  a  law,  by  which  all  the 
rights  which  the  pope  or  the 
bifhops  have  hitherto  exercifed 
over  ecclehaftics,  either  with  re¬ 
gard  to  their  effects  or  their  per- 
fons,  is  transferred  to  a  council, 
edablifhed  for  that  purpofe  at  Mi¬ 
lan.  All  eccleiiadics  are  obliged 
to  fell  the  chafes  which  they  have 
become  poiTdled  of  iince  the  year 
1722  ;  and  no  fubjed,  whether 
ecdefiafdo  or  fee ular,  is  permit¬ 
ted  to  go  to  Rome  to  folicit  any  fa¬ 
vour,  except  letters  of  indulgence, 
without  the  confent  of  the  faid 
council. 

This  law  is  the  fame  as  that 
which  was  publifhed  at  Venice 
under  the  pontificate  of  Benedict 
XIV.  and  which  occafioned  fo 
many  debates,  that  the  Republic 
was  obliged  to  abolith  it  in  the 
beginning  of  the  pontificate  of 
Clement  XIII.  but  the  prefent 
law  is  pafied  at  a  period  much 
more  favourable  to  the  indepen¬ 
dency  of  fovereign/5. 

Portugal  has  afforded  but  little 
material  in  the  ccurfe  of  the  pad 
year.  Whether  from  fome  mida- 
ken  notion  in  politics,  or  from 
fome  national  prejudice;  or  what¬ 
ever  other  caufe,  is  uncertain  ;  but 
the  prefent  prime  minider  in  that 
country  has  taken  every  occafion, 
during  his  ad  mini  fixation,  of  dif- 


couraging,  redraining,  and  dif- 
treflinp-  the  Britifh  fa&ories  and 
commerce  in  that  kingdom.  This 
conduct  lee  ms  the  more  wholly 
unaccountable,  as  the  very  exif- 
tencev  of  that  nation  as  an  inde¬ 
pendent  date  has  fo  long  and  fo 
often  depended  upon  the  powerful 
protection  of  Great  Britain  ;  which 
hasalfo,  upon  every  other  occafion, 
always  ailed  the  part  of  a  mod 
faith ful  ally  and  generous  friend. 
If  the  advantages*arifing  from  the 
commerce  between  the  two  nati¬ 
ons  were  not  mutual,  this  conduit 
might  admit  of  fome  plea  in  its 
judification  ;  but  the  contrary  is 
evidently  fhewn,  by  the  great  pre¬ 
ference  which  has  been  fo  long 
given  by  England  to  the  Portu- 
guefe  wines,  for  which  they  could 
find  no  other  market,  and  the  con- 
fequent  immenfe  confumption  of 
them  in  thefe  countries.  Many 
have  with  reafon  been  furprized 
at  the  fupinenefs  of  the  Britifn 
minidry,  in  putting  up  fo  long 
with  the  frequent  oppreffions,  in- 
fults,  and  indignities,  which  have 
been  fo  repeatedly  offered  to  the 
EngiiPn  merchants  in  that  coun¬ 
try.  Nor  have  they  been  lefs  fur- 
prized  at  the  temerity  of  the  Por- 
tuguefe  minider,  in  venturing  to 
roufe  the  indignation  of  a  nation, 
which  could  fo  eafily  and  fo  effec¬ 
tually  do  itfelf  ample  judice. 

'The  irregularity  and  inclemency 
of  the  feafons  for  fome  years  pad, 
in  different  parts  of  Europe,  has 
occafioned  an  uncertainty  and 
great  deficiency  in  the  crops  of 
feveral  countries,  by  which  the 
poor  have  fuffered  great  didreffes. 
The  ecclefiaffical  date,  and  fome 
other  parts  of  Italy,  have  been  fe- 
verely  afiedled  by  this  calamity, 
and  were  it  not  for  that  happy 

effect 
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etfefiL  of  navigation  and  commerce,  which  is  not  interrupted  by  the 
by  which  the  wants  of  one  nation  fquabbles  or  wars  between  their 
are  fupplied  from  the  fuperabun-  refpeCtive  dates.  This  good  dif- 
dance  of  another,  famine  would  polition  does  not  only  add  greatly 
have  thinned  the  race  of  mankind  to  the  advancement  of  knowledge 
in  many  places.  England,  which  and  learning,  but  will  alfo  have 
ufually  fupplied  its  neighbours  a  happy  effect  in  wearing  ofF  thofe 
with  fuch  immenfe  quantities  of  illiberal  prejudices,  and  inveterate 
grain,  and  allowed  a  confiderable  arumofities,  with  which,  to  the  roif- 
bounty  on  the  exportation  of  it,  fortune  of  mankind,  they  are  fo 
has  been  a  fufferer  from  the  fame  apt  to  regard  all  thofe  whom  they 
caufe  j  and  it  has  required  the  ut-  do  not  know,  and  who  do  not  form 
mod:  attention  of  the  legiflature,  a  part  of  the  fame  particular  com- 
to  guard  againft  and  prevent  the  munity,  or  fpeak  the  fame  lan- 
dreadful  confequences  attending  guage  with  themfelves.  This  li¬ 
lt.  *  berai  intercourfe,  together  with 

It  gives  us  pl.eafure  to  obferve,  as  the  continual  tranflation  of  books 
a  didinftion  peculiar  to  the  pre-  from  one  language  to  another,  will 
lent  age,  the  friendly  intercourfe,  by  degrees  bring  mankind  in  fome 
harmony,  and  free  communication  meafure  acquainted,  and  it  is  to 
of  knowledge,  which  at  prefent  be  hoped,  wear  off  a  great  part  of 
fubfifts  between  the  learned  of  all  that  hearty  ill-will  which  they  bore 
the  countries  in  Europe  ;  and  to  each  other  as  Grangers. 

7 

CHAP.  II. 

Stridi  attention  of  the  government  of  Sweden  to  prevent  luxury.  An  im¬ 
portant  law  made  for  enlarging  the  liberty  of  the  prefs  in  that  kingdom . 
Denmark.  Great  preparations  making  in  Ruff  a  to  obferve  the  tranfit  of 
the  planet  Venus  over  the  fun  :  SThe  Emprefs  writes  a  letter  upon  that  fub- 
jedi  to  the  academy  at  P  eterfourg.  Deputies  from  all  the  provinces  cf  the 
empire  are  fummoned  to  M of  cow,  to  form  a  new  code  of  laws.  State  cf 
affairs  in  T’urky.  Encouragement  given  by  the  Grand  Seignior,  to  intro¬ 
duce  the  art  of  printing  in  his  dominions.  Vhe  piratical  fates  cf  Barb  ary 
refufe  to  pay  the  ancieiit  tribute  to  the  Porte.  An  injury eclion  in  the  pro¬ 
vince  of  Montenero . 


IN  Sweden,  the  whole  attention 
of  the  diet,  as  well  as  the  mi¬ 
nidry,  is  directed  to  the  improve¬ 
ment  of  their  manufactures,  the 
encouragement  of  agriculture,  and 
the  reftriction  within  the  narrowed: 
limits  of  every  kind  of  foreign 
fuperduity.  The  fumptuary  laws, 
and  thofe  againft  every  fpecies  of 


luxury,,  are  put  in  execution  with¬ 
out  diftinction  of  age  or  quality; 
and  it  feems  to  be  laid  down  as  a 
maxim,  to  enforce  the  molt  rigid 
private,  as  well  as  public  ceco- 
nomy. 

This  principle  has  been  purfued 
to  the  minuted  detail,  and  enforced 
with  the  greateft  rigour. 

LA  4 


A  coun- 
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A  counfellor  of  ftate,  who  had 
negleded  to  have  a  velvet  border 
ftript  off  a  cloak,  which  he  had 
worn  for  many  years,  was  fu ru¬ 
men  ed  before  the  tribunal,  whofe 
province  it  is  to  put  the  edid  a- 
gainft  luxury  in  force,  and  receiv¬ 
ed  a  fevere  reprimand  from  thofe 
grave  judges  for  the  misdemeanor. 
A  lady  aifo  of  the  firft  quality, 
was  obliged  to  appear  before  the 
fame  tiibunal,  and  underwent  an 
equal  cenfure  for  drinking  a  difh 
of  chocolate  in  her  box  at  the 
playhoufe. 

Among  thefe  regulations,  many 
or  w'hich  feem  of  a  trifling  nature, 
one  has  been  made  of  the  greateft 
importance  ;  a  law  for  enlarging 
the  liberty  of  the  prefs.  By  this 
edid,  all  perfons  have  liberty  to 
write  and  reafon,  on  all  lubjeds 
in  general,  and  to  publifh  their 
©pinions.  The  laws  of  the  king¬ 
dom,  their  utility,  or  their  bad 
effects,  are  fubjed  to  difeuffion 
and  cenfure.  All  alliances,  anci¬ 
ent  and  modern,  in  which  the 
kingdom  is  engaged,  and  all  new 
ones  which  may  be  hereafter  pro- 
pofed,  or  even  concluded,  are  fub- 
jed  to  a  free  enquiry,  and  to  have 
the  good  or  bad  confequences  at¬ 
tending  them  pointed  out. 

In  order  that  the  public  may  re¬ 
ceive  the  moll;  authentic  informa¬ 
tion  upon  all  thefe  points,  every 
perfon  has  a  right  to  demand,  of 
the  different  colleges  eftablifhed 
for  the  adminiftration  of  public 
buflnefs,  from  the  fenate  to  the 
courts  of  the  loweft  jurifdidion,  a 
communication  of  the  regifters  or 
journals,  wherein  all  their  deci- 
fions  are  entered.  The  courts  are 
obliged  to  keep  thefe  journals  very 
corred  j  and  the  debates,  the  dif- 
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ferent  opinions  upon  each  fubjed* 
the  deciflons  in  every  caufe,  with 
the  reafon s  for  them,  are  to  be  in- 
ferted.  Any  perfon,  in  whatfoeyer 
office,  that  refufes  to  communicate 
thefe  regifters,  is  to  lofe  his  place. 

The  fenate  alone  has  an  exclu.- 
five  privilege  of  not  communicat¬ 
ing  its  debates  upon  foreign  mat¬ 
ters  ;  which  it  may  for  a  time  be 
requifite  to  keep  fecret.  Every 
perfon  has  liberty,  during  the  fef- 
lions  of  the  diet,  to  make  obfer.- 
vations  on  the  debates  and  refolu- 
tions  of  each  deputation  of  the 
ft ates, concerning  any  buflnefs, whe¬ 
ther  general  or  particular,  except 
fuch  as  regard  the  immediate  ad- 
miniftration  of  government  ;  and 
may  print  his  obfervations  on  the 
fubjed:.  And  to  facilitate  a  free 
enquiry,  the  king  is  to  get  an  ex- 
ad  account  of  the  fituatio.n  of  the 
ftate  in  every  department,  made 
out  and  printed,  before  the  meet¬ 
ing  of  each  diet. 

There  are  however  fome  re- 
ftridions,  which  will  fufficientl-y 
guard  againft  the  licentioufnefs  of 
authors.  No  perfon  is  to  write 
againft  the  eftablifhed  religion  of 
the  kingdom,  nor  againft  the  fun¬ 
damental  political  conftitution,  nor 
the  rights  of  the  different  orders  of 
the  ftate.  Perfonal  fatires  and  paf- 
quinades,  contrary  to  the  refped 
due  to  crowned  heads,  or  injuri¬ 
ous  to  the  reputation  of  private 
perfons,  are  ftridly  forbid. 

The  printer  is  ordered  to  infert 
the  author’s  name  in  the  title-page 
of  each  book  ;  in  which  cafe,  the 
author  alone  is  liable  to  be  brought 
to  an  account  for  any  exception¬ 
able  paffage  ;  but  if  the  printer 
negleds  this  injundion,  he  is  to 
be  confidered  as  the  author,  and  is 

an- 
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anfwerable  for  the  book.  'There 
is  however  an  exception,  that  ifa 
Writer  has  particular  reafons  for 
not  publifhing  his  name,  his  leav¬ 
ing  it  in  writing  with  the  printer, 
to  be  produced  if  legally  called 
for,  will  difeharge  the  latter  from 
all  the  confequences.  This  liber¬ 
ty,  that  is  granted  to  the  public, 
of  inveftigating  the  principles  up¬ 
on  which  their  own  bufmefs  is 
conduced,  and  of  animadverting, 
as  well  upon  the  adls  of  the  fenate, 
as  upon  thofe  of  the  courts  of  juf- 
tice,  and  the  other  departments  of 
the  Hate,  will  be  fo  great  a  check 
upon  the  conduct  of  them  all,  and 
attended  with  fucli  manifeft  ad¬ 
vantages  to  the  people,  that  it  re¬ 
quires  no  comment  to  explain 
them,  and  is  fuch  a  precedent  as 
may  well  deferve  the  attention  of 
other  dates. 

A  general  fpirit  of  improvement 
feems  to  reign  through  the  north. 
The  young  king  of  Denmark  ap¬ 
pears  to  fet  out  with  all  thqfe  dif- 
pofitions  which  can  contribute  to 
make  his  people  happy,  gnd  the 
(late  refpeftable. 

His  Majefty  is  faid  to  have  a 
fcheme  in  agitation  to  reftore  the 
peafants  in  his  dominions  to  fome 
(hare  of  their  natural  liberties  ;  in 
\yhich,  if  he,  fucceeds,  he  will  ac¬ 
quire  great  honour  ;  and  by  grant¬ 
ing  to  the  lower  and  more  nume¬ 
rous  part  of  his  fubje&s  the  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  perfonal  freedom,  will 
make  amends  to  the  country  for 
the  lofs  of  their  political  conllitu- 
tion. 

The  Emprefs  of  Ruffia  Hill  pro¬ 
ceeds  on  the  fame  enlarged  and 
enlightened  plan,  which  we  have 
had  occafion  heretofore  fo  much  to 
commend.  She  dill  continues  to 

t  *  .  ► ;  » .  s'* 
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cultivate  and  encoufage  the  arts 
and  fciences ;  to  make  her  empire 
an  alylum  to  the  learned  and  in¬ 
genious  ;  and  to  reform  the  man¬ 
ners  and  inllrud  the  minds  of  the 
people,  through  the  extent  of  its 
moltdillant  provinces. 

The  tranfit  of  the  planet  Venus, 
over  the  fun,  which  is  to  happen 
in  the  fummer  of  1769,  has  added 
a  new  opportunity  of  (hewing  as 
well  her  munificence,  as  the  at¬ 
tention  fhe  pays  to  aftronomy. 
This  great  princefs  wrote  a  letter 
from  Mcfcow  with  her  own  hand,  to 
Count  Wolodimer  Orlow,  diredor 
of  the  academy  of  fciences  at  Pe- 
terfburgh  ;  wherein  (he  defires  the 
academy  to  inform  her  of  the 
moft  proper  places  in  her  domi¬ 
nions  for  the  making  of  thofe  ob- 
fervations ;  with  an  offer  to  fend 
workmen,  &c.  and  to  conftrud 
buildings  in  all  thofe  places,  which 
the  academy  may  think  proper  for 
the  purpofe,  and  to  grant  every 
other  afliftance  to  the  undertaking 
which  it  rnay  require.  She  alfo 
defired,  if  there  was  not  a  fufficient 
number  of  aftronomers  in  the 
academy  to  make  obfervations  in 
all  the  places  required,  to  give 
her  notice,  that  (he  might  fend  a 
proper  number  of  the  officers  of 
her  marine,  to  qualify  themfelves, 
under  the  eye  of  the  profeftbrs  in 
the  academy,  for  that  undertak¬ 
ing: 

Such  is  the  extent  of  this  vaft 
empire,  that  the  obfervations 
which  are  to  be  made,  both  on  the 
tranfit  and  exit  of  this  planet, 
the  one  in  the  frozen  regions  to¬ 
wards  the  pole,  and  the  other  on 
the  borders  of  the  Cafpian  fea, 
are  to  be  made  within  its  own  li¬ 
mits  ;  to  fome  part  of  which. 
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aitronomers  from  every  part  of 
Europe  are  preparing  to  go  to  be¬ 
hold  that  remarkable  event. 

We  obferve  wlth.-plea.fure,  upon 
this  occafion,  that  Englifh  artifi¬ 
cers  preferve  the  rank  they  have 
hitherto  held  in  the  mechanics 
fubfervient  to  this  fcience.  The 
academy  at  Peterfburgh  has  ap¬ 
plied  to  a  member  of  the  royal 
fociety  of  London,  to  procure  the 
neceffary  dnftruments  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  proceeding  fuccefsfully  in 
that  important  observation.  Mr. 
Ramocfky,  who  was  the  writer 
upon  this  occafion,  candidly  ac¬ 
knowledges  the  great  joy  of  the 
academy,  and  their  obligations  to 
Mr.  Short,  for  procuring  them 
thofe  inftruments  ;  and  confeffes 
their  doubts  of  being  able  to  an- 
fwer  the  views  of  the  Emprefs,  till 
they  had  recei  ved  his  letter.  Our 
readers  will  fee  two  letters  upon 
this  occafion,  in  the  Appendix  to 
the  Chronicle. 

With  refped  to  internal  policy  ; 
the  Emprefs  of  Ruifia  has  under¬ 
taken  a  great  and  arduous  talk, 
and  worthy  of  an  exalted  mind. 
The  laws  of  this  vaffc  empire  were 
voluminous  to  a  degree  of  the 
greateft  abfurdity,  were  perplex¬ 
ed,  inefficient,  in  many  cafes 
contradictory,  and  fo  loaded  with 
precedents,  reports,  cafes,  and  o- 
pinions,  that  they  afforded  an 
eternal  fcene  of  altercation,  and 
were  fcarcely  to  be  reconciled  or 
underftood  by  the  very  profeffors 
of  them.  The  particular  laws  of 
the  different  provinces  were  alfo 
continually  interfering  and  clafh- 
ing,  and  caufed  fuch  confufion, 
that  the  whole  prefen  ted  an  end- 
lefs  chaos,  and  effaced  almoft  e- 
very  trace  of  original  fyftem  or 
defrgn. 
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This  Augean  liable  the  emprefs 
has  determined  to  clean  ;  to  which 
purpofe  die  funsmoned  deputies 
from  every  province  in  the  empire 
to  attend  her  at  Mofcow,  there 
to  form  an  entire  and  new  code 
of  laws  for  the  government  of  the 
whole.  The  fuccefs,  attending 
this  patriotic  attempt,  will,  we 
hope,  make  a  part  of  the  fubjebt 
of  our  future  obfervations. 

We  have  already  had  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  taking  notice  of  the  good 
qualities  of  the  prefent  Grand  Seig¬ 
nior;  his  humanity  to  his  bro¬ 
thers,  and  the  perfect  and  friendly 
good  '  neighbourhood  he  has  ob¬ 
served  in  all  the  troubles  of  Po¬ 
land,  are  much  to  his  honour.  He 
continues  to  give  frefh  opportuni¬ 
ties  of  extolling  his  character,  and 

has  in  a  recent  inflance  apain  de- 

.  ° 

parted  from  the  rigid  policy  of  the 
Porte,  by  admitting  the  young 
prince  of  Wallachia  to  fucceed  his 
father  in  that  office.  He  has  had 
alfo  an  opportunity  of  fhewing 
his  humanity  and  benevolence,  on 
occafion  of  one  ofhis  men  of  war 
which  took  fife  in  the  harbour  of 
Conllantinople,  and  was  the  caufe 
of  a  great  many  fhips  belonging 
to  his  fubjebts  being  con  fumed. 
Upon  t&is  occafion,  though  it  was 
after  midnight,  he  attended  in 
perfon,  and  gaye  his  orders  with 
the  greateli  activity,  to  prevent 
the  farther  dreadful  effedts  of  the 
conflagration  ;  and  gave  directions 
that  the  unhappy  fufferers  fhould 
be  paid  their  full  Ioffes  out  of  his 
treafury. 

But  the  particular  circumfiance 
of  his  life,  which  may  poffibly 
preferve  his  name  with  great  ho¬ 
nour  to  pofterity,  when  even  the 
cruel  and  ferocious  conquelts  of 
his  predeceffors  are  loft  in  obli¬ 
vion. 


,\ 
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yion,  is  the  encouragement  he  has 
given  to  the  introduction  of  the 
art  of  printing  in  his  dominions. 
Ho  has  alfo  iffued  orders  for  the 
Iran  fating  of  feveral  of  the  moil 
valuable  books  from  the  European 
languages  into  the  Turkiffi.  It 
will  not  require  the  aid  of  a  very 
warm  imagination,  in'fome  degree 
to  conceive  the  great  revolutions 
in  the  manners  of  the  people,  and 
in  the  policy  of  the  Hate,  which 
the  introduction  of  learning  into 
that  mighty  empire  might  proba¬ 
bly  occafion.  Upon  the  whole, 
this  prince’s  reign  has  been  hither¬ 
to  marked  with  a  lenity,  gentle- 
rmfs,  and  equity,  which  have  been 
till  now  but  little  experienced  un¬ 
der  the  Ottoman  line. 

The  piratical  Hates  of  Barbary 
have  entirely  thrown  off  that  de- 
jpendance  which,  ever  Hnce  the 
days  of  the  famous  Barbarofia,  for 
above  two  hundred  years,  they 
have  had  on  the  T urkilh  empire, 
A  Serafkier,  who  was  fent  by  the 
Porte  to  Algiers,  to  demand 
twenty  years  tribute,  which  was 
then  due,  was  anfwered  by  the 
Dey,  that  he  was  firmly  refolved, 
not  only  to  refufe  to  difcharge  the 
arrear,  but  alfo  to  pay  any  tribute 
for  the  future  :  that  the  Hate  of 
Algiers  was  abfolutely  free  and 
independant  of  the  Porte  ;  that  it 
Hood  in  no  need  of  the '  Porte’s 
protection  ;  and  that  he,  the  Se- 
raikier,  might  return  to  Con  Han - 
tinople  with  that  anfwefi.  The 
Serafkier  was  not  more  fortunate 
in  the  execution  of  his  commiffion 
to  the  reH  of  thofe  Hates,  on  each 
of  whom  he  had  demands  of  the 
fame  nature,  and  received  anfwers 
from  them  all  nearly  to  the  fame 
purpofe.  We  do  not  find  that-the 
Porte  has  taken  any  meafures  in 


confequence  of  this  refufal,  either 
to  enforce  the  demand,  or  to  refen t 
the  contempt  fh.ewn  t6  its  autho¬ 
rity  ;  nor  is  it  probable  that  the 
prefent  Hate  of  its  marine  will  ad¬ 
mit  of  fuch  an  attempt. 

In  a  -government  confiituted  like 
this  it  is  not  eafy  to  fay  what  ef¬ 
fects,  caufes,  even  in  appearance 
the  molt  trifling,  may  produce. 
Many  iy  rap  toms  of  weakness  irxa- 
nifeit  themfelves  in  this  great  em¬ 
pire.  A  little  prince  of  Georgia 
has  been  capable  of  giving  it  a 
confiderable  alarm.  The  piratical 
Hates  of  Barbary  do  not  think  it 
worth  while,  as  we  have  fee n,  to 
purchafe  its  protection.  An  in- 
furreCtion  of  peafants  in  a  frontier 
province,  which  would  in  fome 
countries  be  little  more  than  an 
objeCt  of  police,  may  have  there  fe- 
rious  consequences  on  the  Hate. 

An  infurreCtion  of  this  kind  has 
happened  this  year  in  the  province 
of  Montenero,  which  is  tributary  to 
the  Grand  Seignior,  but  which  bor¬ 
ders  upon  the  Venetain  Dalmatia. 
The  countryis  rough, mountainous, 
and  in  a  great  meafure  inaccefilbie; 
the  inhabitants  partake  of  the  na¬ 
ture  of  the  foil  and  fituation,  and 
are  rude,  ferocious,  and  warlike, 
Thefe  people  are  of  the  Greek  re¬ 
ligion  ;  and  though  they  have  at 
different  times  paid  tribute,  both 
to  the  Turks  and  Venetians,  yet, 
from  their  fituation  and  other  cir- 
cumfiances,  they  have  efcaped 
that  total  Hate  ©f  fubjeCtion  and 
fervitude,  to  which  the  neighbour- 
ing  poffeffors  of  a  happier  foil, 
and  more  acceffible  country,  were 
fubjeCt. 

A  foreigner,  who  exercifed  the 
profeffion  of  a  phvfician,  and  went 
by  the  name  of  Stefano,  has  for 
fome  time  reficled  amongH  thefe 

people. 
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people.  This  adventurer,  who  is 
defcribed  to  be  a  man  of  fine  figure 
and  great  addrefs,  taking  advan¬ 
tage  of  their  ignorance,  and  of  a 
violent  attachment  which,  from 
religion  and  fome  former  benefits, 
they  have  to  the  Mulcovite  name 
and  nation,  has  publicly  declared 
himfelf  to  be  the  Czar  Peter  the 
Third  ;  and  pretends  that  the  re¬ 
port  of  his  death  was  defignedly 
fpread  at  the  time  by  his  friends, 
to  favour  his  efcape,  which  he  hap¬ 
pily  effected. 

Under  the  favour  of  this  name, 
and  by  the  afliftance  of  the  Calo- 
yers  (Greek  monks)  who  have 
warmly  feconded  his  pretences, 
and  who  have  a  great  influence 
over  the  inhabitants,  he  has  got 
himfelf  received  and  acknowledged 
as  the  Czar,  not  only  by  the  peo¬ 
ple,  but  by  the  bifhop  and  all  the 
other  orders  ;  and  is  faid  to  be  al¬ 
ready  at  the  head  of  fome  thoufand 
foldiers. 

This  adventurer  is  faid,  though 
probably  without  foundation,  as 


it  is  ufual  to  magnify  fuch  mat¬ 
ters,  to  have  money  in  great  plen¬ 
ty,  and  to  diflribute  it  among  his 
foldiers  with  the  utmofi  profuiion. 
The  province  contains,  it  is  faid, 
30,000  men  able  to  bear  arms. 
This  affair  not  only  giving  fome 
alarm  to  the  Porte,  but  alfo  to  the 
fiate  of  Venice,  their  troops  in 
Dalmatia  have  been  ordered  to  af- 
femble  upon  the  frontiers,  under 
the  command  of  a  general.  After 
all,  it  is  probable  that  this  in- 
furre&ion  will  not  be  attended 
with  any  other  confequences,  than 
its  being  a  frefh  inflance  of  the 
eafe  with  which  a  daring  impoftor 
may  for  a  fhort  time  delude  an 
ignorant  people,  and  of  the  almoft 
certain  deftrudtion  10  the  under¬ 
taker,  which  finally  concludes  the 
attempt.  This  is  not  a  fuitable 
period  of  time  for  the  revival  of 
counterfeit  Demetrius’s ;  nor  could 
they  now  fet  capital  cities  in 
flames,  lay  nations  wafle,  and  wade 
through  torrents  of  blood  as  here- 
tofore. 
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State  of  affairs  in  Poland.  Original  caufes  of  the  late  difputes.  Ancient 
fate  of  that  country.  Conor  erf  an  (0  the  Chrifian  religion.  Acceffon 
of  the  great  dutchy  of  Lithuania  and  other  provinces  of  the  kingdom  of 
Poland.  Ancient  fate  of  the  confitution ,  of  religion ,  &c.  Remark¬ 
able  law  paffed  by  Sigifmund  Augufus ,  in  favour  of  Chrifians  of  all 
denominations.  Final  union  of  the  kingdom  op  Poland  and  the  great 
dutchy  of  Lithuania.  The  kingdom  modelled  into  a  republic ,  upon  the 
death  of  Sigifmund  Augufus.  The  firft  diet  of  the  republic.  A  perpetual 
peace  agreed  upon  between  the  D  iff  dents.  The  original  meaning  of  that 
term . 


T“v  H  O  U  G  H  we  gave  a  fhort 
A  fk-etch,  in  our  lafl  volume, 
of  the  caufes  of  difpute  that  fub- 
fifled  between  the  Roman  Catho¬ 
lic  and  Diffident  parties  in  the 


kingdom  of  Poland,  yet,  as  thefe 
difputes  have  become  every  day 
flnce  more  in'terefting,  both  in  re- 
fpeft  of  the  confequences  to  the 
parties  principally  concerned,  and 

of 
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of  the  high  powers  who  are  medi¬ 
ators  on  the  occafion,  we  imagine 
a  clear  but  concife  account  of  the 
nature  and  origin  of  them  will  not 
be  unacceptable  to  many  of  our 
readers. 

Poland,  properly  fo  called,  was 
originally  circumfcribed  within 
very  narrow  bounds  ;  the  inhabi¬ 
tants,  between  the  9th  and  10th 
centuries,  were  converted  to  the 
Chriftian  religion,  as  it  was  then 
profeffed  by  the  church  of  Rome. 
About  the  fame  time  a  converfion 
was  begun  in  many  of  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  provinces,  which  were 
then  independent  hates,  and  who 
at  different  seras  embraced  the 
Chriftian  religion  according  to  the 
Greek  mode  of  worfhip.  In  pro- 
cefs  of  time  many  of  thefe  neigh¬ 
bouring  ftates,  by  conqueh,  by 
right  of  fucceflion,  by  marriage, 
or  by  compact,  became  united  to 
the  kingdom  of  Poland  ;  upon  all 
which  acceifions  the  new  provinces 
were  upon  an  exatt  equality  with 
the  old  in  every  refpeCt,  and  each 
obferved  their  own  particular  modes 
of  worihip. 

The  greateft  and  moft  remark¬ 
able  of  thefe  acceifions  was  that 
which  took  place  upon  the 
Anno  marriage  of  jagellon,  great 
1386.  duke  of  Lithuania,  to  the 
daughter  and  heirefs  of 
Lewis  king  of  Poland.  By  this 
marriage  the  great  dutchy  of  Li¬ 
thuania,  together  with  the  pro¬ 
vinces  of  White  Rulfia,  Podlachia, 
Volhinia,  Podolia,  and  foon  after¬ 
wards  Red  Ruftia,  became  annexed 
to  the  kingdom  of  Poland;  with 
this  diltinftion,  that  the  union  be¬ 
tween  the  kingdom  and  the  great 
dutchy  depended  only  upon  the 
continuance  of  the  Jagellonic  line  ; 
that  family  being  the  natural  fove- 
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reigns  of  Lithuania.  .  The  inhabi^ 
tants  of  all  thefe  provinces  were  o 
the  Greek  religion,  as  well  as 
thofe  of  Moldavia,  Wallachia, 
and  the  Ukraine,  which  were  add¬ 
ed  to  the  kingdom  by  the  fuccef- 
fors  of  Jagellon  ;  fo  that  by  thefe 
great  acceifions  the  members  of 
the  Greek  church  became  at  that 
time  vaftly  fuperior,  both  in  num¬ 
bers  and  power,  to  thofe  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  perfualion.  It 
Teemed  a  felicity  peculiar  to  Po¬ 
land,  that  this  difference  of  opi¬ 
nion  in  religious  matters,  between 
the  members  of  the  fame  nation, 
had  prod  uced  none  of  thofe  ill  con- 
fequences,  thofe  animofities  and 
difputes,  which  other  countries  had 
fo  fatally  experienced  from  the  fame 
caufes. 

It  is  to  be  obferved  that  the 
conftitution  of  Poland  was  ori¬ 
ginally  very  different  from  what 
it  is  at  prelent.  While  her  kings 
fucceeded  to  the  ■  *ngdom  by  he¬ 
reditary  right,  fhe  had  no  lhare  of 
that  boafted  liberty,  which  fhe  has 
afpired  to  fince;  by  the  extinction 
of  the  jagellonic  line,  in 
the  perfon  of  Sigifmund  Anno 
Auguftus,  fhe  has  affum-  1572. 
ed  the  form  of  a  republic, 
and  made  the  crown  entirely  elec¬ 
tive.  Under  the  kings  of  the  Ja¬ 
gellonic,  as  well  as  the  more  an¬ 
cient  races,  the  inferior  nobility 
had  no  power ;  the  prerogatives 
of  royalty  were  almoft  the  only  le- 
giflative  power,  and  formed  the 
code  of  laws.  To  give  an  exaCt 
idea  how  much  the  liberty  of  the 
nobility  was  limited,  it  is  fuffi- 
cient  to  remark,  that  the  fecurity 
of  their  perfons  was  not  allowed 
them,  but  by  a  privilege  from  Ja¬ 
gellon,  by  which  he  prornifed  that 
no  perfon  ihould  be  imprifoned, 

till 
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till  he  had  been  convicted  of  fome 
crime  by  a  court  of  judicature. 

Upon  occafioii  of  the  diPurb- 
ances  which  were  caufed  by  the 
Huffites,  in  Germany  and  Bohe¬ 
mia,  Uladidaus  jagclloti,  who 
was  brpther-in-law  to  the 
Anno  emperor  Sigifmund,  caufed 
I424.  forne  fanguinany  laws  to  be 
paifed  in  Poland,  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  introduction  of  thefe  doc¬ 
trines,  conlidered  as  herelies,  into 
his  dominions.  At  this  period, 
and  for  many  years  after,  theepif- 
copal  courts  had  great  powers, 
which  proved  very  uneafy  to  the 
Poliih  nobility,  and  kept  them  in 
fome  refpeCts  in  a  kind  of  fervi- 
tude;  as  excommunications  diveP- 
ed  them  of  the  power  of  aCting 
in  the  diets  and  dietines.  This 
grievance  was  at  length  removed, 
with  great  joy  to  the  nation, 
though  with  no  imall  difficulty, 
by  that  great  prince  Sigifmund 
AuguPus. 

The  reformation  began  very  ear¬ 
ly  to  make  a  great  progrefs  in 
Poland,  infomuch  that  the  majo¬ 
rity  of  the  fenators  and  nobility 
became  members,  either  of  the 
Lutheran  or  Reformed  communi- 
OB5.  We  are  to  obferve,  that  the 
word  Reformed ,  in  the  writings 
upon  this  PibjeCt,  always  lignifies 
the  CalviniPs,  in  contradifiinCtion 
to  thofe  of  the  Lutheran  profeffion. 
To  prevent  all  the  mifehiefs  and 
dangers  that  might  arife  among 
the  citizens  on  the  fcore  of  reli¬ 
gion,  Sigifmund  AuguPus  paffed  a 
law  at  the  diet  of  Vilna,  on  the 
16th  of  June,  1563,  which  law  is 
Pill  preferved  among  the  archives 
pf  the  fupreme  tribunal  of  the 
grand  dutchy  of  Lithuania ;  where¬ 
by  it  is  declared,  that  all  thofe  of 
the  equeprian  and  noble  orders. 
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whether  of  Lithuanian  or  Ruffiafi 
extraction,  in  every  part  of  his  do¬ 
minions,  even  though  their  ancef- 
tqrs  had  not  gained  the  rights  p;f 
nobility  in  the  kingdom  of  Poland, 
jfhal.1,  provided  that  they  profejs  the 
Chrifian  religion,  be  entitled  to, 
and  enjoy,  all  therights,  privileges, 
and  liberties,  to  which  they  are  na¬ 
turally  in  titled  by  their  rank  and 
nobility*  Likewife  that  they  are 
to  be  admitted  to  the  honours  and 
dignities  of  the  fenate  and  crown, 
and  to  all  noble  truths  ;,  that  they 
fli ail  be  promoted,  each  according 
to  his  merit  and  dignity,  to  all  dig¬ 
nities  and  considerable  traps;  and 
no  one  ffiall  be  excluded  from  them 
for  the  fake  of  religion,  provided 
he  be  a  Ghriftian . 

The  fame  prince,  five  years  af¬ 
terwards,  at  the  diet  of  Grodno,  ill 
1568 ,  granted  letters  of  confirma¬ 
tion  on  the  fame  fubjeCt,  wherein 
the  fame  articles  are  recited  word 
for  word ;  and  to  prevent  the  con- 
Pruction  in  their  own  favour,  which 
fome  prevailing  denomination  of 
ChriPians,  in  prejudice  to  the  rep, 
might  put  upon  the  words- — pro¬ 
vided  he  be  a  Chrijlian — he  made 
ufe  in  the  letters  of  confirmation 
of  the  following  memorable  ones 
—of  ^whatever  Ghriftian  communion 
or  confefion  foeajer  he  be. 

It  is  to  be  remarked  with  atten¬ 
tion,  as  an  obfervation  upon  which 
much  of  the  knowledge  of  the  fub¬ 
jeCt  depends,  that  thefe  conceffions 
and  declarations  are  Pated  to  have 
been  made  during  the  great  tranf- 
aCtion  of  an  union  between  the  king¬ 
dom  of  Poland  and  the  great  dutchy 
of  Lithuania.  This  was  the  great- 
eP  and  mop  confequential  event, 
with  refpeCh  to  the  two  nations,  that 
ever  happened,  and  was  happily 
accomplished  by  this  prince  ;  fa 

that 
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that  thefe  conceffions  are  with  jus¬ 
tice  to  be  regarded  not  only  as 
laws,  but  as  parts  of  the  great  fun¬ 
damental  compact,  upon  which  the 
union  of  the  two  nations  depended. 
That  they  were  then  regarded  as 
fuch,  is  evident  from  their  being 
included  among  the  other  general 
and  particular  privileges,  which 
were  granted  during  that  tranfac- 
tion,  and  afterwards  received  an 
equal  confirmation  at  the  diet  of 
union,  held  at  Lublin  under  the 
fame  prince  in  the  year  1569,  by 
which  the  grand  dutchy  of  Lithua¬ 
nia  was  for  ever  united  to  the  crown 
of  Poland. 

Upon  the  death  of  Siglfmund 
Auguftus,  the  Polifh  conftitution 
was  entirely  changed,  and  the  na¬ 
tion  afl timed  the  form  of  a  repub¬ 
lic.  His  grandfather,  Calfimirthe 
Third,  was  the  iirft  who  convened 
the  nobility,  in  order  to  oblige 
them  to  accept  thenewimpolitions. 
Sigifmund  and  his  father  ufed  the 
fame  method  ;  but  after  his  death 
the  whole  leg-illative  authority  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  nobility. 

At  this  period  it  is  afferted,  that 
the  Roman  Catholics  in  the  king¬ 
dom  did  not  bear  a  proportion  in 
number  to  the  Greeks  and  Reform¬ 
ed,  of  more  than  one  to  feven. 
The  Grand  Marfhal  Firley,  who 
convened  the  firft  diet  of  the  re¬ 
public,  that  diet  which  formed  its 
prefeat  model,  and  made  the  crown 
elective,  was  a  Proteftant.  A  per¬ 
petual  peace  betwixt  the  Greeks, 
the  Roman  Catholics,  and  the 
Proteflants,  was  therein  eilablifh- 
ed,  as  a  fundamental  law  of  the 
1  republic.  The  wars  in  Germany 
under  Charles  the  Fifth,  and  in 
France  under  Catharine  de  Medi- 
cis,  made  them  fenfible  of  the  ne- 
ceflity  they  were  under  of  tolerat¬ 


ing  each  other.  The  Catholics 
are  faid  to  have  been  by  far  the 
weakeft,  and  thought  themfelves 
happy  in  the  conceffion  made  to 
them,  that  the  eccleliaftical  pro¬ 
perty  and  revenues  of  Catholics 
Ihould  not  be  given  to  any  but  the 
members  of  their  own  communion, 
in  the  fame  manner  as  thofe  ap¬ 
pertaining  to  Greeks  were  to  be 
bellowed  on  Greeks  only.  They 
promifed  to  each  other  mutual  de¬ 
fence  and  afFedion,  and  that  a  dif¬ 
ference  in  religion  fhould  never 
prove  the  caufe  of  civil  difleniion, 
unanimously  refolving  to  make  an 
example  of  that  perfon,  who  under 
fuch  a  pretext  Should  excite  disturb¬ 
ance. 

As  this  law  has  been  repeated 
in  all  the  public  ads,  conhituti- 
ons,  and  pada  conventa,  from  that 
time  to  the  prefen t,  it  cannot  but 
be  allowed  to  be  a  fundamental 
one  ;  nor  can  any  other  lav/  be 
produced,  whofe  fandion  has  been 
more  folemnly,  more  conilantly, 
and  more  frequently  repeated. 
However,  when  the  Roman  Catho¬ 
lics,  after  the  death  of  Sigifmund 
the  Third,  had  gained  an  evident 
fuperiority,  though  they  did  not 
think  proper  openly  to  controvert 
it,  yet  they  fhewed  a  difpofition, 
when  opportunity  was  favourable, 
to  infringe  it,  by  placing  under 
their  lignatures,  fal-vis  juribus  ec - 
clejice  Romance  Catholics ,  faving  the 
rights  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
church;  whereupon  the  Diilidents, 
by  way  of  reprifal,  wrote  under 
their  lignatures,  falva  pace  inter 
Diljidentes ,  faving  the  peace  amoBgft 
the  Diffi dents. 

It  appears  from  the  infancy  of 
the  republic,  that  the  term  Difll* 
dents  equally  comprehended  the 
Greeks,  Catholics,  Reformed,  and 

Luthe- 
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Lutherans.  The  words  of  that 
famous  conflitution  which  we  have 
juft  mentioned,  and  which  was 
pafied  by  the  diet  which  formed 
the  republic  in  the  year  1573, 
are,  fifes  qni  fumtts  DiJJidentes  in  re- 
ligione ,  /.  e.  We  who  differ  in  re¬ 
ligious  matters.  In  the  fame  con- 
flitution  it  is  declared,  that  they 
will  acknowledge  no  man  forking 
or  mafter  Cf  that  ihall  not  con¬ 
firm  by  oath  all  the  rights,  privi¬ 
leges,  and  liberties,  which  they 
now  enjoy,  and  which  are  to  be 
laid  before  him  after  his  election. 
Particularly,  he  fhali  be  bound  to 
fyear>  that  he  will  maintain  the 
peace  among  the  Diffidents  in 
points  of  religion.”  In  the  con- 
ftitutions  of  the  fame  diet  are 
the  following  remarkable  llipula- 
tions :  We  all  engage,  in  our 

own  names,;  and  in  the  names  of 
our  fucceffors  for  ever,  by  the  obli¬ 
gations  of  our  oath,  of  our  faith, 
of  our  honour,  and  of  our  con- 
fciences,  to  preferve  peace  among 
ns  who  are  Diffidents  in  religion ;  to 
fhed  no  blood,  nor  to  inflidt  on 
any  one  the  penalties  of  confifca- 
tion  of  goods,  defalcation,  im- 
prifonment,  or  exile,  op  account  of 
the  difference  of  our  faith,  and 
rites  in  our  churches.  More  than 
that,  if  any  one  fhould  under¬ 
take,  for  the  above  reafon,  to  fhed 
the  blood  of  his  fellow-citizens, 
we  fhould  be  all  obliged  to  oppofe 
him,  even  though  he  fhould  lhel- 
ter  himfelf  under  the  pretext  of  a 
decree,  or  any  other  judicial  pro¬ 
ceeding.  ” 

It  would  not  be  eafy  to  produce 
inftances  of  equal  moderation,  in 
matters  of  religion,  amongft  a  peo 
pie  who  differed  fo  widely  in  their 
opinions  on  that  head,  as  thefe  we 
have  fhewn ;  efpecially  if  it  be 
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confidered  that  thefe  conftitutions 
were  pafied  by  a  fierce  and  war¬ 
like  nobility,  each  of  whom  was 
not  only  a  member  of  the  general 
fovereignty,  which  they  had  juft 
taken  into  their  own  hands ;  but 
alfo  looked  upon  himfelf,  in  his 
own  particular  right,  as  in  fome 
degree  a  fovereign,  as  far  as  his 
eflate  and  power  extended.  We 
fhali  pay  the  greater  regard  to  the 
memory  of  thofe  illuftrious  Poles, 
if  werefiedl  that  the  age  they  lived 
in  was  far  from  being  a  temperate 
one,  and  that  moderation  was  but 
little  cultivated  in  the  molt  civi¬ 
lized  and  beft  regulated  govern¬ 
ments  in  Europe:  at  the  fame  time 
it  cannot  be  fufficiently  lamented, 
that  their  pofterity  fhould  fo  fatally 
lofe  fight  of  the  politic,  humane, 
and  noble  precedent,  that  was  fet 
them  by  their  fathers. 

Thofe  who  have  not  confi¬ 
dered  that  perverfe  difpofition, 
by  which  almoft  every  denomina¬ 
tion  of  mankind  would  endeavour 
to  plunder,  enfiave,  and  perfecute 
every  other  part  of  their  own  fpe- 
cies  ;  and  who  have  not  obferved 
that  words  can  always  be  found, 
when  attended  with  power,  to  ex¬ 
plain  away  the  moft  explicit  fenfe, 
and  the  moft  indubitable  rights  ; 
may  well  be  furprifed  how  a  law, 
fo  fblemnly  pafied,  and  fo  ufeful 
to  the  whole  community,  could  be 
rendered  fruitlefs.  A  law  fandti- 
fied  by  the  moft  folemn  adls,  which 
the  framers  bound  themfelves  and 
their  pofterity,  by  the  moft  facred 
oaths,  to  preferve  inviolate  to  all 
futurity,  which  formed  a  principal 
part  of  the  conftitution  of  the 
ftate,  and  which  every  king  at 
his  acceflion  was  fworn  to  obferve. 
Yet  this  law,  without  any  material 
change,  much  lefs  a  fubverfion  of 

the 
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the  conftitution  of  the  country, 
has  been  manifeftly  broken  through, 
while  three  of  the  religions,  which 
formed  the  original  compact,  have 
been  fpoiled  of  their  rights,  liber¬ 
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ties,  and  imm  unities,  by  the  fourth  % 
and  all  this  outrage  and  wrong 
committed  under  colour  and  fane- 
tion  of  the  very  laws  they  were 
tearing  to  pieces  at  the  inftant. 


CHAP.  IV. 

The  caufes  ajfigned for  the  great  fuperiority  which  the  Roman  Catholics  in- 
Poland  have  acquired  over  the  Greeks  and  Protefants.  Account  Gf  Szgif- 
mund the  Third .  Treaty  of  Oliva.  EdiB  againft  the  Arians .  Confiitu - 
tion  of  1717.  Oppreffion  of  the  Diffident s  in  confequence  of  it.  Confu¬ 
tation  of  1736.  Confederacies  formed  by  the  Diffident  nobles.  Declara¬ 
tion  of  the  Etnprefs  of  Ruffi a  in  their  favour .  Of  the  King  Gf  Pruffia , 
Malcontents .  The  diet  meets  ;  fome  of  the  members  arreflcd  by  the  Ruffians „ 
A  commiffion  appointed  finally  to  fettle  the  affairs  of  the  Dijfidents . 


IT  muft  appear  furpriling  that 
the  Roman  Catholics,  who  are 
reprefen  ted  as  having  formed  fo 
fmall  a  part  of  the  whole,  at  the 
time  of  eftablifhing  the  republic, 
and  who,  from  their  weaknefs  and 
inability  of  defending  themfelves, 
feemed  the  moil'liable  to  oppref¬ 
fion,  fhould,  notwithstanding,  be¬ 
come  the  mot  numerous  and  pow¬ 
erful,  and  be  able  to  tyrannize 
over  the  ret  of  their  brethren.  It 
is  not  improbable  that  this  part  of 
the  picture  has  been  a  little  over¬ 
charged  by  the  writer  from  whom 
we  derive  our  materials.  Among 
the.  many  caufes  by  which  this 
perfuafion  is  faid  to  have  obtained 
the  afcendency,  and  by  degrees 
the  exclufve  pofleffion  of  govern¬ 
ment,  the  following  feem  to  be  the 
principal. 

Upon  the  death  of  Sigifmund 
Auguftus,  and  the  foundation  of 
the  republic,  Szafraniec,  a  Prote- 
llant,  was  propofed  for  King,  and 
his  acceffion  wiflhed  by  great  num¬ 
bers  ;  but  the  Diflidents  in  ge¬ 
neral,  from  a  grateful  attachment 
to  the  jagallonic  familv,  preferred 
Vol.  X, 


the  interell  of  the  Princefs  Anne, 
filler  to  the  late  king,  and  made  it 
a  rule,  that  whatever  prince  was 
elected  Ihould  marry  her.  This 
princefs,  who  had  been  all  her  life 
in  the  hands  of  the  Romifh  clergy, 
and  was  violently  attached  to  their 
principles,  obliged  Stephen  Bar- 
thori,  who  married  her,  to  change 
his  religion  ;  and,  what  wa?  attend¬ 
ed  with  much  worfe  confequences, 
put  her  nephew  Sigifmund,  who 
fhe  afterwards  had  interell  enough 
to  get  elected  king  upon  the  death 
of  her  hufband,  into  the  hands  of 
the  jefuits  for  his  education. 

During  the  long  inglorious  reign 
of  her  nephew,  Sigifmund  the 
Third,  which  lalied  for  near  half  a 
century,  all  the  material  in-terefts 
of  the  nation  were  entirely  neg¬ 
lected,  and  went  accordingly  to 
ruin.  The  bigotted  monarch's 
whole  time  was  applied  to  the 
bringing  over  of  converts,  in 
which  he  neither  regarded  the 
means  ufed  nor  the  lincerity  of 
thofe  converted  ;  and  carried  on 
every  degree  of  perfecution  and 
oppreffion  againlf  thofe,  who  had 
[A]  honefty 
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honedy  and  refolution  enough,  nei¬ 
ther  to  be  debauched  by  rewards, 
nor  compelled  by  threats. 

It  is  faid  of  this  weak  prince, 
that  the  converfion  of  a  Diffident, 
the  demolition  of  one  of  their 
churches,  or  the  founding  of  a 
new  college  of  Jefuits,  were  more 
prized  by  him,  than  the  gaining 
of  a  victory,  or  the  prefer  vation  of 
a  province. 

That  the  whole  courfe  of  his 
adminidration  was  fo  odious,  that 
even  the  Catholics,  and  the  great 
Zamoilky,  his  protedlor,  who  had 
placed  him  on  the  throne,  were 
highly  incenfed  at  his  condudl, 
and  reproached  him  bitterly  in  pub¬ 
lic  for  it.  That  by  a  condant  per¬ 
severance  in  this  condudl,  his 
whole  reign  was  a  continued  feries 
of  lofs  and  difgrace ;  that  by  it 
he  lod  the  kingdom  of  Sweden,  as 
well  as  the  noble  provinces  of  Li¬ 
vonia,  Wallachia,  and  Moldavia. 
That  the  misfortunes  incurred  by 
It,  were  not  confined  to  his  reign, 
but  are  entailed  upon  the  lated 
poderity  ;  for  the  great  revolt  of 
the  Coflacks,  which  gave  fo  irre¬ 
trievable  a  fho,ck  to  the  republic, 
was  a  confequence  of  it,  and  con¬ 
certed  during  his  life.  And  mat¬ 
ters  were  carried  to  fuch  a  pitch  at 
home,  that  a  great  part  of  the 
nation  were  at  one  time  upon  the 
point  of  dethroning  him. 

People  who  take  a  tranfient  and 
didant  view  of  the  affairs  of  Po¬ 
land,  and  who,  from  its  name  and 
form  of  a  republic,  look  upon 
their  kings  to  be  nearly  nominal, 
and  their  power  cireumfcribed 
within  very  narrow  limits,  will  be 
furprized  how  fo  weak  and  bigot- 
ted  a  prince  could  have  the  power 
of  doing  fo  much  harm.  But  the 
Kings  of  Poland  have  dill,  in 
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fome  refpetts,  very  great  powers, 
one  of  the  principal  of  which,  be- 
fides  the  dependance  that  is  natu¬ 
rally  created  by  the  difpofal  of  go¬ 
vernments,  and  all  offices  and 
places  of  trud  or  emolument,  is, 
that  thefe  very  offices  are  what  con- 
ditute  the  Senate,  none  of  the 
members  of  which  hold  by  any 
hereditary  right ;  fo  that  this  body 
bears  a  morejud  refemblance  to  a 
king's  private  council  and  admi- 
nidration,  than  to  an  Englifhhoufe 
of  lords,  to  which  the  Polifih  wri¬ 
ters  fometimes  compare  it.  It 
fhould  alfo  be  remembered,  that 
In  the  days  of  Sigifm  und  the  Third, 
the  Polifh  nation  were  only  newly 
emancipated  from  the  government 
of  a  long  line  of  hereditary  kings, 
from  whom  he  was  defcended  on 
the  mother’s  fide,  and  under  many 
cf  whom  they  had  arrived  at  the 
highed  degree  of  fplendor  and 
glory.  The  kingdom  of  Sweden, 
which  he  poflefled  for  a  part  of  his 
reign,  mud  have  done  more  than 
contribute  to  dazzle  the  eyes  of 
the  people  \  and  if  we  take  all 
thefe  caufes  together,  we  can¬ 
not  avoid  fuppofmg  that  he  had 
very  fuperior  degrees  of  power 
and  influence  to  what  have  been 
poffieffied  by  later  monarchs. 

It  is  no  wonder  then,  that 
fuch  a  prince,  during  the  courfe 
of  fo  long  a  reign,  with  emolu¬ 
ments,  honours,  and  preferments, 
to  bedow  in  one  hand,  and  per- 
fecution  to  threaten  in  the  other, 
fhould  have  made  an  infinite 
number  of  profelytes.  The  event 
was  anfwerable  to  what  might 
have  been  expefled  :  bidiops  aban¬ 
doned  their  flocks  ;  the  prieds 
and  people  were  compelled  to 
follow  them  ;  every  gentleman, 
who  embraced  the  Catholic  faith, 

immediately 
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Immediately  demolished  all  the 
churches  of  the  Diffidents  that 
were  built  upon  his  eftates ;  the 
tradefmen  that  were  fettled  there 
difperfed  themfelves  to  other 
parts,  and  the  peafants  were  con¬ 
verted  without  difficulty*  If  the 
prieftj  or  any  of  the  vaSTals,  were 
firft  converted,  they  were  fup- 
ported  againft  the  lord,  who  was 
compelled  at  length,  by  a  va¬ 
riety  of  chicanery  and  vexation, 
either  to  become  a  convert,  or 
to  difpofe  of  his  eftate*  In  this 
manner  the  Diffidents  loll,  durihg 
the  reign  of  Sigifmund*  upwards 
of  an  hundred  churches  ;  and  the 
Catholics  increafed  to  that  degree* 
that  from  five  only*  who  were 
members  of  the  fenate  in  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  it*  at  his  death  they 
amounted  to  three  parts  of  the 
whole  affembly. 

Though  the  Diffidents  vvere  not 
uniformly  oppreffed  during  the 
fucceeding  reigns ;  yet  they  met 
with  fuch  difcouragements*  as 
daily  decreafed  their  numbers; 
and  means  were  at  length  found 
to  keep  them  entirely 
Anno  1660.  out  of  the  fenate.  By 
the  treaty  of  Oliva, 
notwithstanding  the  general  in¬ 
tention  which  then  prevailed  to 
deprive  the  Swedes  of  every  pre¬ 
tence  for  ever  again  re-entering 
Poland;  yet  it  is  Stipulated  by  the 
fecond  article,  <f  That  all  thefub- 
je£ts  of  the  kingdom  of  Poland,  of 
what  condition  or  religion  foever, 
were  to  enjoy  for  the  future  all 
the  rights  and  privileges,  as  well 
temporal  as  fpiritual,  which  they 
had  enjoyed  before  the  war.”  This 
is 'the  celebrated  treaty,  which  we 
have  formerly  taken  notice  of, 
and  which  is  fo  often  quoted 
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upon  the  prefent  difputes ;  and 
it  is  to  this  treaty  that  the  great 
mediating  powers  became  guaran¬ 
tees. 

A  fevere  law  was  palled  in  the 
following  year,  and  in  the  fame 
reign  of  John  Cafimir,  againSl  the 
Arians,  who  were  charged  with, 
blafphemy,  and  declared  heretics  ; 
it  was  alio  ordained,  to  *  all  ?>ro- 
fecutions  againft  them,  as  being 
the  caufe  of  God,  Should  be  de¬ 
cided  in  the  Several  courts,  before 
all  other  cauies.  It  was  at  the 
fame  time  declared*  that  this  law 
had  not  the  lead  reference  to  the 
Diffidents,  who  were  affured  in  the 
moil  folemii  manner,  in  the  body 
of  the  law  itfelf,  that  they  Should 
for  the  time  to  come  be  continued 
in  the  enjoyment  of  all  their 
rights,  employments,  and  ho¬ 
nours,  as  before.  Notwithstand¬ 
ing  thefe  exprefs  Stipulations,  this 
law  has  fince  proved  a  fevere 
Scourge  to  the  Diffidents,  to  whom 
the  clergy  have  applied  it  in  all 
their  fuits,  efpecially  during  the 
reigns  of  the  two  Saxon  kings, 
who,  as  new  Catholics,  affie&ed  to 
be  very  zealous  to  that  religion, 
and  violently  attached  to  the  cler¬ 
gy  of  it*  To  this  very  time,  the 
trials  of  the  Diffidents  are  deter¬ 
mined  ex  Regiftro  Arianifmi ;  and 
as  a  caufe  of  this  kind  is  branded 
with  the  epithet  of  “  abomina¬ 
ble  fo  no  one  perfon  will  ven¬ 
ture  to  efpoufe  the  part  of  a  perfon. 
accufed  under  this  title. 

Though  the  Diffidents  met  with 
various  and  numberlefs  oppres¬ 
sions  and  injuries,  during  the 
courfe  of  the  laft  century;  yet 
they  were  full  regarded  only  as 
ads  of  Sudden  violence  or  outrage, 
and  acknowledged  to  be  contrary 
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to  the  laws,  which  were  open  to 
applications  for  redrefs,  when  the 
temper  of  the  times  was  tranquil 
enough  to  allow  of  it.  But  in 
the  prefent  century,  an  advantage 
has  been  taken,  during  the  con- 
fufion  which  attended  the  troubles 
in  which  the  republic  has  been 
io  deeply  involved,  to  get  laws 
paffed  which  ftruck  diredlly  at  all. 
the  rights  of  the  Diffidents,  and 
almofl  at  their  very  exiftence ;  by 
which  it  was  intended,  in  procefs 
of  time,  to  bring  the  fecular  power 
to  the  aid  of  the  eccleftaftic,  and 
from  that  means  to  profecute 
them,  under  an  appearance  of 
juftice. 

The  firft  attempt  of  this  nature 
was  in  the  diet  that  fucceeded  the 
troubles  in  the  year  1717;  and 
which  met  to  ratify  the  treaty  of 
peace  then  concluded  between 
Peter  the  Great,  Auguftus  the 
Second,  and  the  republic.  At 
this  diet,  through  the  cunning  of 
Sieniawlky,  Biflhop  of  Culm,  an 
article  was  inferted  in  the  treaty, 
as  explanatory  of  an  ambiguous 
article  of  a  conftitution,  which 
had  pahled  in  the  year  1632  ;  by 
which  explanation  it  was  falfely 
pre-fuppofed,  that  the  Diffidents 
were  forbidden  by  the  faid  article 
to  build  any  churches  after  that 
period.  This  was  managed  fo  art¬ 
fully,  that  the  very  deputies  of  the 
princes  who  ligned  the  treaty,  and 
Auguftus  himfelf,  imagined  that 
it  only  regarded  the  abufes  in¬ 
troduced  by  the  Swedes  during 
the  war,  who  had  exercifed  public 
worftiip  in  fome  of  the  royal  ci¬ 
ties,  where  the  Diffidents  had  no 
churches  originally. 

For  the  better  underftanding  of 
this  paii'age,  it  is  neceffary  to  ob- 
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ferve,  that  frequent  tumults  hav¬ 
ing  happened,  and  much  blood 
having  been  fpilt,  by  the  riling  of 
the  populace  in  the  great  cities 
to  demolifh  the  Diffidents  church¬ 
es  ;  the  latter,  for  the  fake  of 
peace,  and  to  prevent  bloodfhed, 
confented  to  a  conftitution,  which 
was  paffed  in  the  year  1632,  by 
which  they  were  bound  to  build 
no  new  churches  in  any  of  the 
royal  cities  ;  but  by  this  new 
explanation,  which  now  had  the 
force  of  a  law,  and  the  effects  of 
which  foon  began  to  appear,  all 
churches  which  had  been  built  in 
any  part  of  the  kingdom  iince 
that  ’period,  .  were  ordered  to  be 
pulled  down,  and  divine  fervice 
was  only  allowed  in  thofe  that 
were  anterior  to  it.  The  nobles 
who  kept  minifters  in  their  houfes, 
and  the  minifters  them felves,  were 
in  confequence  of  this  inference 
punifhed,  bylines,  imprifonments, 
and  baniihment ;  and  the  fenfe  of 
the  punilhments  and  indignities 
was  increafed,  from  their  being 
inflidted  by  inferior  courts  com- 
pofed  chiefly  of  clergymen.  This 
method  of  procedure  was  the 
more  extraordinary  and  unjuft, 
as  it  was  a  diredt  violation  of  the 
exprefs  laws  of  the  kingdom,  by 
which  it  had  been  always  decreed, 
that  ecclefiaftical  differences,  in 
which  the  Diffidents  were  concern¬ 
ed,  could  only  be  brought  before 
the  diet,  and  were  neither  to  be 
tried  or  judged  by  any  other  tri¬ 
bunal. 

Though  the  true  deftgn  of  this 
proceeding  was  not  avowed  ;  yet 
fuch  were  the  meafures  taken,  and 
fo  violent  were  the  party  who'  fup- 
ported  it,  that,  at  the  time  the 
treaty  was  read,  no  perfcm  duril 
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give  his.  vote,  or  fpeak  one  word 
againfl  it;  even  the  Prince  Pri¬ 
mate  was  not  allowed  to  fpeak, 
who  thereupon,  with  many  other 
Roman  Catholics,  quitted  the  af- 
fembly,  which  has  ever  fince,  from 
that  caufe,  been  ftigmatizsd  by 
the  name  of  the  Mute  Diet.  The 
treaty  was  read  to  the  affembly, 
and  they  all  handing  ;  and  though 
an  affair  of  fo  much  confequence 
in  other  refpedts  to  the  nation, 
yet  to  carry  the  favourite  point, 
it  was,  without  debate  or  delibe¬ 
ration,  hurried  through  almoft  in- 
ftantaneoufly.  Many  of  the  Diffi¬ 
dent  deputies,  however,  protefted 
againfl;  it,  and  immediately  quit¬ 
ted  the  diet.  The  Primate  alfo, 
and  many  Roman  Catholics,  re- 
fufed  to  affent  to  it ;  and  as  by  the 
conftitution  of  Poland  no  con- 
clufion  can  be  valid  that  is  not 
unanimoufly  agreed  to  by  the  whole 
diet,  fo  nothing  but  the  molt 
injurious  and  unjuft  force  could 
pafs  this  explanatory  article  as  a 
law,  ,  / 

Peter  the  Great  wrote  a  very 
ferious  letter,  in  which  heexpreff- 
ed  great  difpleafure  at  the  op- 
preffions  that  enfued  in  confe¬ 
quence  of  this  article.  Auguftus 
alfo  publifhed  an  edidt  to  main¬ 
tain  the  D lilidents  in  poffeffion  of 
their  former  liberties  ;  and  a  de¬ 
claration,  that  the  obnoxious  ar¬ 
ticle  fhould  not  be  prejudicial  to 
them.  Neither  the  letter  nor  the 
edidt  were  of  any  ufe  to  the  Diffi- 
dents.  Peter,  who  was  their  bed 
friend,  was  at  the  prefent  taken  up 
with  other  affairs  ;  and  when  he 
was  going  to  afford  them  effe&ual 
redrefs,  by  fending  an  army  into 
Poland,  he  unfortunately  for  them 
died.  Auguftus  had  not  power  to 
ferve  them,  nor  had  he  inclina¬ 
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tion  to  difoblige  the  prevailing 
party. 

The  oppreffions  of  the  Diffidents 
grew  every  day  greater.  To  fuch 
a  degree  did  the.  Bifhop  of  Wilna 
inflaifie  the  minds  of  the  people 
againfl:  them,  that  they  were  by 
force  drove  out  of  the  church,  in 
which  they  were  to  have  taken  the 
oaths  to  qualify  themfelves  for 
counfellors  of  the  tribunals  of  Li¬ 
thuania,  to  which  they  had  been 
legally  chofen,  and  from  which 
they  were  excluded  under  pretence 
of  the  explanatory  article,  though 
offices  were  not  at  all  mentioned  by 
it.  In  every  other  refpedt  matters 
were  carried  againfl  them  to  the 
moff  extravagant  pitch,  under  the 
fame  fpecious  pretext;  infomuch 
that  endeavours  were  ufed  to  pre¬ 
vent  even  their  repairing  their  old 
churches,  which  were  not  in  any 
degree  included  in  it. 

In  this  fituation  did  their  affairs 
continue  till  the  election  of  Au¬ 
guftus  the  Hid.  and  the  diet  which 
iucceeded  to  the  troubles  upon 
that  occafion  in  1736.  From  this 
diet  the  Diffidents  received  a 
deeper  wound  than  they  had  ever 
before  experienced;  for  the  con- 
ftitution  of  1717  was  not  only 
confirmed  in  its  fulleft  extent,  but 
they  were  alfo  excluded  froin  all 
public  offices;  and,  to  fhut  them 
out  from  every  hope  of  relief,  it 
was  decreed,  that  fhould  they  im¬ 
plore  the  interceffion  of  any  fo¬ 
reign  power,  they  were  declared 
.traitors  to  their  country,  notwith- 
ftanding  thofe  were  the  very  pow¬ 
ers  that  were  the  guarantees  of 
the  treaty  of  Oliva.  The  P rote- 
flan  t  country  deputies  of  Pruffia 
were  prefent  at  this  diet,  and  pro- 
tefted  againfl  the  proceedings  ; 
but  they  were  refufed  to  be  heard, 
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neither  was  their  proteft  admitted 
in  any  of  the  courts  of  judicature  ; 
which  was  a  notorious  and  public 
breach  of  the  laws,  as  well  as  a 
violence  to  the  Diffidents, 

From  this  period,  till  of  late, 
there  were  no  permanent  diets  in 
Poland,  and  the  affairs  of  the  Dif- 
lidents  fell  every  day  inio  greater 
confufion.  At  the  diet  of  1764, 
both  the  two  former  fatal  confuta¬ 
tions  were  confirmed ;  and  it  was 
ena&ed,  that,  for  the  future,  accu- 
fations  might  be  brought  againft 
the  infradlorsof  thofe  laws,  before 
any  of  the  courts  of  judlice,  with¬ 
out  diftindtion, 

Our  readers  have  already  feen,  in 
the  1  aft  volume,  the  proceedings  in 
the  diet  of  that  year  ;  the  applica¬ 
tions  that  were  made  in  favour  of 
the  Diffidents  by  the  mediating 
powers;  and  the  declaration  made 
by  the  diet  at  its  breaking  up,  in 
anfvver  to  them.  We  then  'fore- 
faw  that  the  conclu  lions  of  the 
diet  were  as  little  likely  to  give 
iatisfadlion  to  the  powers  who  had 
inter.efted  themfelves  upon  the  oc¬ 
casion,  "as  they  were  to  rearefs'the 
grievances  of  the  fqfferers.  The 
promife  made  by  the  declaration, 
that  the  Diffidents  fhould  be  fup- 
ported  in  their  privileges  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  confutations  of  17 17, 
1736,  and  1764,  and  that  the  bi- 
fhops  fhould  coniider  their  reli¬ 
gious  griefs,  was  in  faff  an  affu- 
rance,  that  the  three  violent  and 
deftru&ive  laws,  which  at  once 
ftruck  at  their  rights,  liberties, 
and  fafety,  fhould  be  enforced  to 
the  otmoft  againft  them,  and  that 
their  grievances  fhould,  for  the  fu¬ 
ture,  be  referred  to  their  molt  im¬ 
placable  enemies. 

As  this  evafive,  pitiful  declara¬ 
tion,  unworthy  the  reprefejitatives 
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of  a  great  nation,  could  not  fuc* 
ceed  with  the  powers  for  whom  it 
was  intended;  fo  the  Emprefs  of 
Ruflia,  as  one  of  the  neareft  and 
the  moft  immediately  concerned, 
was  the  firft  who  fhewed  her  disap¬ 
probation  of  it.  In  the  mean  time 
the  Diffidents,  being  fenfible  that 
mildnefs  and  fubmiflion  would  on¬ 
ly  increafe  their  dangers  and  hard¬ 
ships,  under  the  prefent  prevailing 
party,  who  fought  their  deftruc- 
tion  to  increafe  their  own  ftrength, 
and  perhaps  with  a  view  to  un¬ 
hinge  every  part  of  the  common¬ 
wealth,  in  this  fituation  began  to 
form  confederacies  in  the  different 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  for  their 
mutual  prefervation  and  defence, 
Though  their  once  numerous  and 
boafted  nobility  were  at  prefent 
reduced  to  little  more  than  two 
hundred  families,  exclufive  of 
thofe  in  the  dutchy  of  Courland  ; 
yet  they  were  animated  to  a  bold 
attempt,  by  a  fenfe  of  the  wrongs 
they  had  fo  long  endured,  the  im¬ 
mediate  injuries  which  they  all  ex¬ 
perienced,  and  the  total  deftruc- 
tion  which  they  believed  was  pre¬ 
paring  for  them. 

The  firft  aft  of 
confederacy  was  en-  March  10th, 
tered  into  at  Sluck,  1767. 
by  the  nobles  and 
citizens  of  the  Greek  communion, 
and  the  two  evangelical  confeffions 
in  the  great  dutchy  of  Lithuania. 

X  his  aft  of  confederacy  was  figned 
by  a  number  of  the  nobility,  Who 
appointed  Major  General  Grabow- 
fki  to  be  their  marfhal,  and  a 
council  to  affift  him.  About  the 
fame  time,  a  confe¬ 
deracy  was  entered  March  20th. 
into  at  Thorn,  by 
the  nobility  of  the  kingdom  of 
Poland,  who  appointed  Lieutenant 
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General  Goltze  to  be  marlhal  of 
the  confederacy,  with  a  council 
confining  of  tvventy-fonr  members 
toailifthim.  This  aCtof  confederacy 
was  figned  by  three  hundred  and 
eight  members,  belides  the  mar- 
Ihal.  Many  of  the  Catholics, 
urged  by  various  difcontents,  mud 
have  joined  in  this  confederacy, 
elfe  it  is  hardly  conceivable,  when 
the  numbers  of  Diffident  nobility 
were  reduced  to  that  lownefs, which 
we  have  mentioned  above,  on  the 
fame  authority  with  the  red  of  the 
account,  fuch  large  bodies  could 
have  been  formed.  In  fome  time 
after,  the  three  great  cities  of 
Thorn,  Elbing,  and  Dantzick, 
publifhed  at  Thorn  an  aCt  of  ac- 
ceffion  to  this  confederacy. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Emprefs 
of  Ruffia  fent  a  ftrong  augmen¬ 
tation  to  her  forces  that  were 
already  in  Poland,  and  pub- 
lilhed  a  declaration,  wherein,  be- 
fides  reiterating  the  former  re- 
monftrances  and  complaints  which 
the  had  ineffectually  made,  Ihe 
animadverts  feverely  upon  the  con¬ 
duct  of  the  late  diet  ;  avows  her 
approbation  of  the  general  confe¬ 
deracies  ;  declares  her  intention  to 
fupport  them  with  her  utmoft 
power  ;  that  Ihe  fhall  look  upon 
any  perfon  or  perfons  that  offer 
them  an  injury  as  her  enemies; 
and  that  her  troops  have  orders 
to  aft  accordingly,  and  to  procure 
a  full  reparation  from  thofe  who 
fhould  venture  to  attack  them, 
either  in  their  perfons  or  ef¬ 
fects. 

The  Diffidents  preferved  a  tem- 
per  and  moderation  in  their  aCts 
of  confederacy,  their  manifeftoes, 
and  all  their  other  writings  upon 
this  occafion.  They  modeftly  re¬ 
capitulate  their  fufferings ;  they 
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make  no  remarks,  nor  ufe  any 
pointed  inveCtives  againft  their 
perfecutors  ;^.they  talk  with  great 
reverence  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
religion  ;  profefs  the  greateft  re¬ 
gard,  love,  and  obedience  to  the 
king  and  the  republic  ;  and  de¬ 
clare,  that  nothing  but  inevitable 
neceffity,  the  fenfe  of  impending 
danger,  which  threatened  them 
and  their  families  with  certain, 
and  almoft  immediate  deftruCtion, 
together  with  repeated  evidences 
that  the  laws  were  no  longer  a  pro¬ 
tection,  and  were  broke  through 
in  every  inftance,  could  have  urged 
them  to  enter  into  their  prefent 
union,  though  formed  only  for 
their  own  defence.  In  a  word, 
the  whole  tenor  of  thefe  writings 
fhewed  that  they  wanted  nothing 
but  to  fit  down  in  peace  and  fecu- 
rity;  and  every  defire  of  diffenfion 
feemed  very  remtote  from  their  pre¬ 
fent  difpofition. 

The  Pruffian  minifter  delivered, 
at  this  time,  a  very  Itrong  decla¬ 
ration  from  his  mailer  to  the  king 
and  the  republic,  wherein  he  com¬ 
mented  feverely  upon  the  declara¬ 
tion  made  by  the  diet  to  the  fo¬ 
reign  miniilers,  and  expreifed  great 
diffatis faction  at  the  contradiction, 
duplicity,  andinjuilice  to  the  Dif¬ 
fidents,  which  were  couched  in  the 
very  terms  of  it,  He  complained 
of  the  little  attention  that  was  paid 
to  his  friendly  reprefentations  up¬ 
on  the  fubjeCt,  declared  his  appro¬ 
bation  of  the  confederacy,  and  his 
intention  to  coincide  with  the  Em¬ 
prefs  of  Ruffia  in  protecting  of  it, 
and  in  procuring  juliice  for  the 
Diffidents,  The  confederacy  was 
farther  encouraged  by  the  declara¬ 
tions  of  England,  Sweden,  and 
Denmark,  which  were  all  in  its 
favour.  However,  no  power  but 
[R] 4  Ruffia 
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Rudia  took  a  very  active  part  in 
this  bufmefs. 

The  example  the  Dididents  had 
given  of  entering  into  a  confede¬ 
racy,  was  foon  followed  by  the 
generality  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
nobility  throughout  the  kingdom  ; 
fo  that  there  were  twenty-four 
confederacies  formed  in  the  great 
dutchy  of  Lithuania  only.  As 
thefe  confederacies  were  formed  in 
©ppodtion  to  fame  political  inno¬ 
vations,  they  were  didingurfhed 
from  the  Bididents  by  the  appella¬ 
tion  of  Malcontents.  Every  one 
of.  the  confederacies' had  a  claufe 
inferted  in  their  articles,  whereby 
they  acknowledged  the  juftice  of 
the  claims  made  by  the  Diihdents  ; 
and  declared  their  refolution  to 
have  them  feindated  in  their  rights 
and  immunities*  j 

In  the  midft  of  all  thefe  com¬ 
motions,  the  drifted  order  was 
preferved  throughout  the  king¬ 
dom,  and  we  fcarce  hear  an  in- 
dance  of  a  fingle  outrage  commit¬ 
ted  in  any  part  of  it.  While  af¬ 
fairs  were  in  this  fituation.  Prince 
Charles  de  Radzivil,  remarkable 
for  being  obliged  to  quit  his  na¬ 
tive  country,  and  having  his  ef- 
tates  laid  under  lequedration,  for 
the  part  he  aided  in  oppodtion  to 
the  election  of  the  prefen t  king, 
arrived  in  Poland  ;  he  was  receiv¬ 
ed  with  the  greeted  joy  by  the 
people,  and  was  immediately  de¬ 
clared,  with  great  powers,  mar- 
fhai  of  the  general  confederacy  of 
Malcontents.  This  prince  af- 
fumed  all  the  date  and  dignity  of 
a  fovereign  ;  he  publifhed  an  uni- 
verfalia,  in  which  he  declares  that 
all  thofe  who  do  not  adhere'to  the 
general  confederacy  fhall  be  treat¬ 
ed  as  enemies  to  their  country. 
Among  other,  extraordinary  afts. 
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he  prefcribed  a  new  oath  of  fidelity 
to  the  king  and  to  the  general 
confederacy:  in  this  oath,  along 
with  the  fecurity  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  religion,  the  rights  of  the 
Dididents  were  included;  and  the 
officers  of  the  civil  and  military 
departments  were  obliged  to  take 
it,  or  lofe  their  places.  Some  of 
the  great  officers  of  date  are  faid 
to  have  refigned  their  places,  ra¬ 
ther  than  take  this  oath  :  the  new 
Prince  Primate  took  it  volunta¬ 
rily  ;  fome  of  the  other  bilhops  alfo 
took  it. 

The  king  fee  ms  to  have  been  a 
filent  fpeftator  of  all  thefe  tranf- 
aftions ;  which,  it  cannot  be  ima¬ 
gined,  afforded  him  any  degree  of 
pleafure.  He  gave  an  audience  t@ 
Prince  Radzivil,  which  it  was  cb- 
ferved  continued  only  for  a  few 
minutes :  upon  the  whole,  he  (hew¬ 
ed  a  coolnefs  and  command  of 
temper,  which  has  perhaps  been 
feldom  feen  in  fuch  circumdances, 
but  which  was  very  convenient, 
where  refidance  was  impoffible. 
It  fhould  be  obfi?rved,  that  all  the 
different  confederacies,  whether 
Malcontents  or  Dididents,  had 
taken,  at  their  fird  formation,  an 
oath  of  the  drifted  fidelity  to  the 
king  ;  and  that  it  was  alfo  the  fird 
paft  of  the  oath  that  was  prefcrib¬ 
ed  by  Prince  Radzivil. 

All  parties  feemed  to  agree,  that 
nothing  could  redorc  the  peace  of 
the  republic,  but  the  fummoning 
of  an  extraordinary  diet  :  this 
meafure  was  adopted,  and  the 
king  iffued  orders  accordingly. 
The  dietines  were  in  many  places 
very  tumultuous,  and  fome  ,mif- 
ehief  was  done  ;  fome  of  the  no¬ 
bility  cried  out,  that  they  made  a 
part  of  a  free  people,  and  ex¬ 
claimed  again d  a  foreign  military 
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force,  and  the  pretences  of  an  af- 
fiftance  that  ruled  with  the  great- 
eft  degree  of  defpotifrn.  In  fome 
peaces  the  Ruffian  officers,  who  at¬ 
tended  at  ali  the  dietines,  were  in¬ 
ful  ted  ;  however  their  oppofition 
ihewed  rather  their  difcontent  than 
their  power.  It  was  evident  that 
the  diet  was  only  a  form  ;  and 
that  the  emprefs  of  Ruffia  was  the 
only  governing  power  in  Poland. 
The  moft  refractory  of  thefe  no¬ 
bles  were  fufficiently  puniffied, 
the  Ruffian  troops  being  fent  to 
live  at  free  quarter  upon  their 
eftates.  In  the  mean  time,  the 
tribunal  of  the  general  con- 
Sept.  federacy  was  opened  with 
25th.  great  folemnity,  in  the  pa¬ 
lace  of  Prince  Radzivil  ; 
where  the  re-union  of  the  confe¬ 
deracy  of  the  Diffidents,  and  of  the 
general  confederacy  of  the  Mal¬ 
contents,  was  declared. 

At  length  the  fo  much 
OCt.  wiffied  and  hoped  for  event 
5th.  took  place  ;  and  the  diet 
metatWarfaw.  The  king 
began,  by  addreffing  the  affembly 
with  a  moft  pathetic  fpeech,  in 
which  he  ftrongly  recommended 
concord  to  the  members.  This 
was  followed  by  a  fpeech  from  the 
Biffiop  of  Cracow,  much  to  the 
fame  purpofe  as  that  he  had  made 
laft  year.  He  inveighed  warmly 
againft  the  pretenfions  of  the  Dif- 
fidents,  and  reminded  the  king  in 
the  ftrongeft  terms  of  the  oath  he 
had  taken  to  fupport  the  Catholic 
faith  ;  and  concluded  by  obferv- 
ing,  that  it  was  not  fufficient  for 
his  majefty  to  bear  the  title  of  an 
orthodox  prince,  but  that  he  fhould 
be  fo  in  reality.  The  diet,  with¬ 
out  proceeding  to  the  election  of  a 
marfhal,  agreed,  that  prince  Rad¬ 
zivil  fhould  perform  the  functions 
of  that  office. 
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Having  met  again  on  the  next 
day,  the  affair  of  the  Diffidents 
was  carried  on  with  great  warmth. 
This  induced  Prince  Radzivil  to 
adjourn  the  diet  to  the  12th,  in 
hopes  that  fome  of  the  prefent 
heat  would  wear  off,  and  that  a 
better  method  of  treating  the  af¬ 
fair  might  be  concerted  in  the  in¬ 
terval.  During  this  time  every 
expedient  was  ufed  to  qualify  the 
heat  of  the  oppofite  party,  and 
to  bring  them  into  a  difpofition. 
favourable  to  a  happy  accommo¬ 
dation.  A  plan  was  alfo  concert¬ 
ed,  which  it  was  thought  would 
he  the  moft  effectual  one  to  an- 
fwer  the  aefired  purpofes  ;  which 
was,  that  the  diet  fhould  appoint 
a  certain  number  of  commiffioners, 
out  of  the  three  orders  of  the  ftate, 
to  whom  it  fhould  grant  full  pow¬ 
ers  to  fettle  with  the  Ruffian  am- 
baffador,  and  finally  to  conclude 
upon  ail  matters  relative  to  the 
Diffidents. 

All  the  attempts  to  introduce 
good  temper,  or  even  moderation, 
proved  fruitlefs  ;  and  this  third 
meeting  of  the  diet  proved  more 
turbulent  and  tumultuous  than  the 
others.  The  bifhops  of  Cracovia, 
Kiovia,  and  fome  other  prelates, 
together  with  feveral  of  the  mag¬ 
nates,  fpoke  with  more  vehemence 
than  ever,  againft  all  the  preten- 
fions  of  the  Diffidents,  and  de¬ 
clared  they  never  would  confent 
to  the  eftablifhment  of  a  commif- 
iion  with  full  powers  to  enter  into 
conferences  with  the  Ruffian  am- 
baffador  upon  that  fubjeCt.  Seve¬ 
ral  of  the  deputies  anfwered  them 
with  great  warmth;  and  the  ani- 
mofity  among  them  rofe  to  fuch  a 
degree,  that  the  marfhal  was  ob¬ 
liged  to  prorogue  the  meeting  to 
the  i6tha 
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The  Rnffian  troops,  who  had 
for  fome  months  nearly  furround- 
ed  as  well  as  interfered  the  king¬ 
dom  of  Poland,  had  now  clofely 
invelled  the  city  of  Warfaw,  and 
were  in  poffeffion,  and  kept  ftrift 
guards  upon  all  the  avenues  lead¬ 
ing  to  it.  The  day  after  this  tu¬ 
mult  in  the  diet,  fome  detach¬ 
ments  of  their  troops  entered  the 
city,  and  having  feized  the  Bi- 
ihops  of  Cracow  and  Kiovia,  to¬ 
gether  with  Count  Rzewufki,  the 
Waywode  of  Cracovia,  and  his 
fon,  zpd  fome  other  deputies,  they 
carried  them  off  prifoners.  As  no¬ 
body  knew  at  firib  the  deftination 
of  thefe  grandees,  nor  even  where 
they  were  carried  to,  this  affair 
eaufed  a  great  and  general  confter- 
nation.  But  though  it  intimidated 
fome  of  the  deputies  belonging  to 
that  party  ;  yet  it  only  ferved  to  in¬ 
flame  others.  Many  people  blamed 
the  noble  prifoners  for  the  virulent 
and  unguarded  expreffions  they  had 
made  ufe  of,  in  fpeaking  of  fame 
of  the  great  powers  who  had  inte- 
refted  themfelves  in  favour  of  the 
Diffidents.  On  the  other  hand  it 
was  alledged,  that  every  deputy  at 
the  diet  ought  to  fpeak  his  fenti- 
ments  freely,  and  that  if  he  ex¬ 
ceeds  the  bounds  of  decency,  with 
refpeft  to  any  foreign  power,  it  be¬ 
longs  to  the  tribunals  of  the  king¬ 
dom  to  proceed  again  it  him  judi¬ 
cially  for  it. 

In  this  critical  fituation,  the 
king  feemed  to  have  need  of  the 
greateli  wifdom,  and  of  the  ut- 
jnoft  extent  of  capacity,  to  devife 
means  to  guard  againft  the  dan¬ 
gers  with  which  the  ftate  was 
furrounded  ;  the  hope  of  which, 
from  the  turbulence  of  the  diet, 
grew  every  day  more  precarious. 
His  majefty  is  faid  to  have  deli¬ 


vered  himfelf  in  the  following 
terms,  in  a  conference  he  had 
upon  this  fituation  of  affairs  : 
tc  Inhere  is  little  knowledge  re¬ 
quired  to  govern  a  veftel  when  the 
winds  are  favourable.  A  fkilful 
pilot  fhould  know  how  to  with- 
ftand  the  ftorm  without  abandon¬ 
ing  the  helm.  I  have  feveral  times 
entertained  the  defign,  as  I  Hill  do, 
of  abdicating  the  crown,  the  bur¬ 
then  of  which  I  feel,  but  that  my 
Jove  for  my  country  made  me  alter 
my  refolution.  You  ought  all, 
gentlemen,  to  confider  the  me¬ 
lancholy  circumllances  which  you 
have  drawn  upon  us.  I  have  con- 
ftantly  employed  all  my  endeavours 
for  the  good  of  the  ftate;  but  few 
among  you  have  allifted  me  with 
your  fupport  ;  and  I  find  myfelf 
abandoned  by  the  greater  part  ; 
yet  I  can  allure  you,  that  if  I  had 
taken  the  courfe  of  abandoning 
you  in  my  turn,  you  would  now 
have  found  yourfelves  in  a  mifera- 
ble  lunation.” 

The  fourth  meeting  of  n  „  j 
the  diet,  notwithftanding  A?0* 
the  abfence  of  the  moll 
turbulent  members,  was  extremely 
tumultuous,  and  great  heat  and  ani- 
mofity  was  fhewn  by  the  different 
parties.  The  king,  the  Prince 
Primate,  and  the  Nuncio  of  Po- 
dolia,  male  very  pathetic  and 
conciliating  fpeeches  ;  but  it  feem¬ 
ed  as  if  nothing  could  calm  the 
violent  fpirit  which  polfelfed  the 
members.  However,  the  diet  hav- 
ing  again  met  the  following  day, 
it  was  at  laft  concluded,  after  long 
debates,  to  adopt  Prince  Radzi- 
vil’s  propofal,  and  to  appoint  a 
comrniffion  to  fettle  the  affairs  of 
the  Diftidents.  This  commiffion 
confifted  at  firft  of  fourteen  mem¬ 
bers,  but  was  increafed  to  about 

fixty  ; 


For  the  YEAR  5767.  [27 


fixty  ;  tlieir  meetings  were  in  the 
houfe  of  the  Ruffian  ambaffador, 
and  the  diet,  to  give  them  time 
finally  to  fettle,  and  thoroughly  to 
examine  into  the  important  fub* 
je£t  in  which  they  were  engaged, 
was  prolonged  to  the  firft  of  Fe¬ 
bruary. 

To  this  commiffion  the  republic 
of  Poland  is  indebted  for  the  pro- 
fpedt  of  a  Iafting  harmony  between 
the  different  parts  of  which  it  is 
compofed,  and  the  Diffidents  for 
the  reftoration  of  their  juft  rights 
and  privileges,  and  their  future  fe- 
curity  in  the  enjoyment  of  them. 

The  commiftioners,  after 
Nov.  many  meetings,  at  length 
20th.  figned  their  refolutions, 
which  were  then  trans¬ 
mitted  to  Mofcow  for  the  approba¬ 
tion  of  the  Emprefs ;  after  which 
they  are  to  be  palled  into  a  law, 
and  confidered  as  one  of  the  fun¬ 
damental  conftitutions  of  the  re¬ 
public. 

Though  thefe  refolutions  are  not 
authentically  published  ;  yet  they 
are  known  to  be  founded  upon 
the  following  bafts :  That  the  Ca¬ 
tholic  is  to  be  conftdered  as  the 
predominant  religion  in  Poland  ; 
of  which  profeffion  the  king  is  al¬ 
ways  to  be.  That  the  Diffidents, 


both  clergy  and  laity,  with  refpedt 
to  worfhip  and  all  other  matters, 
are  to  poffefs  equal  rights,  pri¬ 
vileges,  and  immunities,  with  the 
Roman  Catholics,  And  that  a 
fuperior  tribunal,  conftfting  of  an 
equal  number  of  members  of  the 
three  religions,  is  to  be  formed  ; 
the  preftdent.  of  which  is  to  be 
a  Roman  Catholic,  a  Greek,  or  a 
Proteftant,  alternately ;  and  that 
all  difputes  whatfoever,  relative 
to  the  Diffidents,  are  to  be  judged 
by  it. 

During  thefe  tranfaflions,  feve- 
ral  applications  were  ineffectually 
made  for  the  enlargement  of  the 
grandees,  who  had  been  feized  by 
the  Ruffians:  Prince  Repnin,  how¬ 
ever,  fatisfted  the  minds  of  the 
people,  by  declaring  they  were  not 
in  clofe  confinement,  but  were  at 
lar^e  under  the  care  of  a  detach¬ 
ment  at  Wilna,  where  they  were 
treated  with  all  the  refpeCt  due  to 
their  quality.  The  Emprefs  of 
Ruffia,  upon  an  application  that 
was  made  on  this  fubjeCt,  is  faid 
to  have  made  anfwer,  that  thefe 
nobles  were  poffeffed  with  fo  tur¬ 
bulent  a  fpirit,  that  their  liberty 
would  deftroy  all  the  pains  (he  had 
taken  for  the  peace  and  happinefs 
of  the  republic. 


CHAP.  V. 

Spain.  Meafures  relative  to  the  expulfion  of  the  Jefuits  ;  the  caufes  that 
are  ajfgned  for  that  proceeding .  The  houfes  of  thatfociety  in  every  part  of 
Spain  feized  by  the  king’’ s  troops  ;  the  me?nbers  ar  refled ,  and  their  effects 
fequeflered .  The  king  of  Spain  s  ordinance  againfl  the  fociety .  The  Je¬ 

fuits  t  ran] ported  to  Civita  Vecchia  ;  but  are  not  fujfered  to  be  landed: 
from  thence  they  are  carried  to  Corfica.  The  Jefuits  in  Mexico ,  and  all 
the  other  Spanijh  colonies ,  arrefled ,  and  their  property  feized.  Similar 
meafures  purfued  in  Naples  and  Sicily . 

THE  expulfton  of  the  Jefuits  mod  remarkable  incidents  that 
this  year  from  the  Spanifh  has  happened  in  the  courfe  of  the 
dominions,  is  perhaps  one  of  the  prefem  century.  This  event  was 

not 
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not  more  extraordinary  in  its  na¬ 
ture,  than  it  was  unexpected  at  the 
time,  and  unforefeen  by  the  fuffer- 
ers.  Mankind  have  beheld  with 
amazement  a  nation,  not  only  the 
moil  violently  attached  to  the  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic  religion,  but  alfo  to 
the  principles,  interefts,  and  views 
of  the  court  of  Rome,  fuddenly 
deflroy,  and  almoft  totally  annihi¬ 
late,  a  religious  order,  which  had 
its  birth  and  nurture  in  itfelf,  and 
that  had  been  long  looked  upon  as 
the  principal  ftrength  and  fupport 
of  the  papal  power. 

This  order,  which  had  To  long 
ruled  the  cabinets  and  guided  the 
confciences  of  kings  ;  which  had 
extended  its  power  and  influence 
into  every  quarter  of  the  world  ; 
and  which  had  great  poffefiions, 
and  dill  greater  connexions,  in 
the  very  country  from  which  it 
was  profcribed  ;  now  beheld  its 
unhappy  members,  fugitives,  out- 
calls  of  all  mankind,  refufed  ad¬ 
mittance  by  every  nation  in  Eu¬ 
rope,  even  by  the  fovereign  pon¬ 
tiff,  to  whom  they  were  fo  zeal- 
oufly  attached  ;  and  after  wander¬ 
ing  about  the  Teas,  failing  from 
port  to  port,  enduring  numberlefs 
bardfhips,  and  finding  every  port 
Ihut  againft  them,  were  at  laft 
happy  to  meet  an  afylum,  which 
was  procured  for  them  with  great 
*  difficulty  in  the  barren  illand  of 
Corfica. 

Such  is  the  uncertainty  of  hu¬ 
man  affairs,  and  fuch  the  influence 
that  time  has  upon  opinions,  that 
this  mighty  blow  was  firuck  with¬ 
out  the  leaft  difturbance  ;  with 
fcarce  a  murmur  from  the  fufferers, 
and  fcarcely  a  remonllrance  in  their 
favour  from  thofe  they  might  have 
thought  their  friends.  The  time 
has  been,  when  an  attempt  of  jhe 
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fame  nature  might  have  overturned 
the  befc  founded  government  in 
Chriftendom. 

This  event  fufficiently  fhews  the 
great  latitude  that  a  freedom  of 
thought  and  enquiry  has  gained  in 
countries  that  were  hitherto  the 
moft  wedded  to  particular  forms 
and  opinions.  It  alfo  evidently 
fhews,  that  bigotry  is  not  the 
reigning  vice  of  the  prefen t  age; 
whatever  complaint  may  with  too 
much  juftice  be  made  of  the  pro- 
grefs  of  infidelity. 

The  real  motives  of  this  extra¬ 
ordinary  expulfion  have  not  been 
declared  ;  thofe  general  ones,  that 
have  been  given  out,  are  found¬ 
ed  only  upon  uncertain  furmifes. 
The  king,  in  the  ordinance  which 
he  iffued  for  their  banifhment, 
talks  only  in  general  terms  of 
keeping  his  people  in  due  fubor- 
dination,  of  tranquillity,  jullice, 
&c.  but  profefles  other  juft,  ur¬ 
gent,  and  neceffary  caufes,  which 
he  referves  within  his  own  breaft. 
This  compendious  method  of  con¬ 
demnation,  for  caufes  referved  in 
the  judge’s  breaft,  and  only  known 
to  him,  who  is  at  once  the  accufer, 
j  udge,  and  avenger  of  crimes, which 
he  does  not  fpecify,  may  upon 
many  occalions  be  very  ufeful  to 
fovereigns  ;  but  however  this  or¬ 
der  may  have  merited  the  rigor¬ 
ous  treatment  which  they  met  on 
this  occafion,  the  mode  and  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  proceeding  a- 
gainft  them  furnilh  a  ftriking  in- 
ftance  of  the  miferable  infecurity 
of  private  property,  and  the  con¬ 
tinual  danger  which  all  the  natural 
rights  of  mankind  are  in  of  being 
violated,  under  a  defpotic  govern¬ 
ment. 

Some  are  of  opinion,  that  the 
Jefuits  had  beeft  the  fficret  infti- 
f  gators 
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ators  of  all  the  late  tumults  that 
ad  happened  in  Spain  ;  and  con- 
fequently  of  the  banishment  of  the 
Marquis  de  Squillacci,  the  king’s 
favourite  minifter,  Others  attri¬ 
bute  to  them  fchemes  kill  deeper 
laid  and  more  dangerous,  which, 
they  fay,  the  king  fortunately  dif- 
covered  in  time.  It  is  poflible 
that  the  example  fet  by  France  and 
Portugal,  together  with  the  pow¬ 
erful  influence  which  the  former 
power  has  upon  the  court  of  Ma¬ 
drid,  might  have  had  its  full  weight 
upon  this  occaflon.  The  Spaniards 
in  general  are  much  averfe  to  this 
French  influence;  and  it  is  avert¬ 
ed  that  the  jefuits,  probably  from 
refen  tment  of  the  fu  fieri  ngs  of  their 
brethren  in  France,  had  taken  great 
pains  to  encourage  and  heighten 
this  diflike. 

Many  other  caufes  have  been 
affigned,  which  might  have  contri¬ 
buted  to  the  extirpation  of  this 
fociety.  Their  con  dud  in  Para¬ 
guay,  with  refpeft  to  the  kings  of 
Spain  and  Portugal  ;  the  contu¬ 
macy  with  which  they  not  only 
refufed  to  fubmit  to  their  edicts, 
but  even  oppofed  their  troops  in 
the  field  ;  might  have  given  juft 
grounds  for  the  court  of  Spain  to 
free  itfelf  from  a  body  full  of  am¬ 
bition  and  of  power.  They  are 
alfo  faid  to  have  monopolized,  in 
a  great  degree,  the  commerce  in 
the  Spanifh  Weft  Indies,  to  the 
great  prejudice  of  the  ftate,  as  well 
as  to  the  detriment  of  individuals ; 
and  they  are  charged  with  hold¬ 
ing  opinions,  and  publiihing  te¬ 
nets  in  their  writings,  which  were 
not  only  definitive  to  religion, 
but  fubverfive  of  all  kingly  govern¬ 
ment. 

The  fecrecv  with  which  all  the 
•  meafures  leading  to  this  event  were 
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conduced,  and  the  filence  with 
which  they  were  put  in  execution, 
were  circum fiances  -as  remarkable 
as  any  that  attended  it.  The  Je¬ 
fuits,  notwithftanding  their  exten- 
five  corr'efpondence  and  connec¬ 
tion,  and  their  ufual  good  intelli¬ 
gence,  were  furprized  in  their  beds, 
without  the  leaft  time  to  avert  the 
danger,  or  the  fmalleft  warning  of 
the  impending  blow.  This  will 
appear  the  more  extraordinary,  as 
the  king’s  ordinance,  which  was 
publifhed  upon  the  occafion,  fhews, 
that  thefe  meafures  were  the  re- 
fult  of  a  council,  held  the  29th  of 
the  preceding  January;  and  that 
the  king’s  commiffion  to  the  count 
de  Aranda  for  the  execution  of 
them,  was  iftued  on  the  27th  of 
February.  ' 

Between  eleven  and 
twelve  at  night,  the  Mar.  31ft, 
fix  different  houfes  of  17 67. 
Jefuits  in  the  city  of 
Madrid,  were  furrounded  by  large 
detachments  of  regular  troops  ; 
who,  having  got  open  the  out- 
fide  doors,  the  bells  were  imme¬ 
diately  fecured,  and  a  fentry  plac¬ 
ed  at  the  door  of  each  cell.  When, 
every  neceffary  meafure  was  taken, 
the  Jefuits  were  ordered  to  rife, 
and,  being  aflembled,  they  were 
acquainted  with  the  king’s  com¬ 
mands,  and  were  then  aftifted  in 
packing  up  fuch  things  as  were  re- 
quiflte  for  their  journey.  In  the 
mean  time,  all  the  hired  coaches 
and  chaifes  in  Madrid,  together 
with  feveral  waggons,  had  been 
fecured,  and  diftributed  in  proper 
places  ;  fo  that,  without,  any  lofs 
of  time,  they  began  their  journey 
to  Carthagena  very  early  in  the 
morning,  and  were  efcorted  by  a 
ftrong  and  numerous  guard.  All 
this  was  effe&ed  without  the  leaft 

noife 
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noife  or  difturbance  ;  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  Madrid  were  in  their  beds, 
and  knew  nothing  of  what  pahed. 
till  they  heard  it  to  their  great  fur- 
prize  in  the  morning,  when  the  af¬ 
fair  was  entirely  over. 

On  the  third  day  after,  in  the 
morning,  the  Jefuits  college  at 
Barcelona  was  in  veiled  by  the  civil 
and  military  power  ;  the  members 
were  fent  off  guarded  for  tranf- 
portation,  as  thofe  at  Madrid  had 
been  ;  and  their  effects  were  feized 
upon  and  fealed  up.  The  fame 
imeafures  were  put  in  execution  at 
the  fame  hour  in  every  part  of 
Spain.  The  packets,  which  con¬ 
veyed  the  orders  upon  this  fubjecl 
to  the  governors,  were  inclofed  in 
letters,  which  gave  diredions,  that 
they  fhould  not  be  opened  till  a 
certain  hour  ;  after  which  no  per- 
fon,  to  whom  any  part  of  the  or¬ 
ders  were  communicated,  was  to 
quit  the  governor’s  fight  till  they 
were  executed.  In  the  mean  time 
orders  were  fent  to  the  fea-ports, 
to  examine  all  perfons  who  fhould 
attempt  to  take  their  paffage  to 
any  part  of  the  Spanifh  Indies, 
and  to  keep  the  ftridefl  watch, 
that  no  Jeiuit,  in  any  difguife, 
fhould  pafs  that  way.  Ships  were 
alfo  provided,  and  the  prifoners 
were,  by  different  embarkations, 
conveyed  to  Italy. 

The  king  then  publifhed  his 
pragmatic  fanftion,  or  royal  ordi¬ 
nance,  for  the  expulfion  of  the  Je¬ 
fuits.  By  this  ordinance,  the  tem¬ 
poralities  of  the  company,  in  every 
part  of  the  Spanifh  dominions,  are 
feized  to  the  king’s  ufe.  In  the 
temporalities  are  included  all  their 
goods,  chattels,  and  eliates  of  every 
fort,  but  without  prejudice  to  the 
real  incumbrances  affeding  fuch 
eliates.  The  prielts  belonging  to 


the  fociety  are  to  have  fmali  life 
annuities.  The  foreign  brothers, 
which  were  pretty  numerous, 
were  entirely  excluded  from  the 
benefit  of  thefe  alimentary  annui¬ 
ties,  which  were  confined  to  native 
Spaniards. 

It  was  declared  by  this  ordi¬ 
nance,  that  if  any  of  the  expelled 
Jefuits  fhould  quit  the  ecclefiafti- 
cal  Hate,  into  which  they  were  to 
be  tranfported,  or  fhould,  by  their 
adions,  or  writings,  give  the  court 
any  juft  caufe  of  refentment,  fuch 
perfons  fhould  be  immediately  de¬ 
prived  of  the  penfions  afligned 
them.  But  the  fevereft  injunction 
of  all,  and  which  made  their  hopes 
of  a  livelihood  entirely  precarious, 
was,  that  if  the  company  caufed 
or  permitted  any  of  its  individuals 
to  write  any  thing  contrary  to  the 
refped  and  fubmifiion  due  to  the 
king’s  refolution,  under  title  or 
pretext  of  apologies  or  juftifica- 
tions,  tending  to  difturb  the  peace 
of  his  kingdoms,  or  fhould  in  any 
other  manner,  by  their  private  e- 
miffaries,  make  attempts  of  that 
nature  ;  in  fuch  cafe,  which  was, 
however,  faid  to  be  unexpefted ,  the 
whole  penfions  were  to  ceafe  and 
determine. 

By  the  other  articles,  no  part 
nor  body  of  the  company,  nor  any 
individual  belonging  to  it,  are 
ever  to  be  re-admitted  under  any 
pretence,  or  for  any  caufe  what¬ 
soever  ;  nor  is  the  council,  or  any 
other  tribunal,  ever  to  admit  of 
any  application  upon  that  fubjedl. 
On  the  contrary,  the  magiftrates 
are  to  exert  the  moft  rigorous  mea- 
fures,  and  to  punifh,  as  difturbers 
of  the  public  peace,  all  the  abet¬ 
tors  of  fuch  an  attempt.  All  cor- 
relpondence  with  jefuits  is  forbid¬ 
den,  under  the  fevereft  penalties 

Silence 
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Silence  is  ftridlly  enjoined  to  all 
the  king’s  fubjedls  upon  this  oc- 
cafion  ;  and  any  perfon  who  ven¬ 
tures  to  write,  declaim,  or  make 
any  ftir,  for  or  againft  thefe  mea- 
fures,  is  declared  guilty  of  high- 
treafon.  This  law  is  extended  to 
all  the^  king’s  dominions,  as  well 
in  the  Indies,  as  in  Europe  and 
elfewhere. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  news  of 
this  event  was  received  at  Rome 
with  the  greateft  aftonifhment  ; 
and  before  it  could  in  any  degree 
wear  off,  fourteen  tranfports,  un¬ 
der  convoy  of  three  Spanifh  men 
of  war,  arrived  at  Civita  Vecchia, 
with  970  Jefuits  on  board.  The 
governor  refufed  to  let  them  land 
till  he  had  received  inftru&ions, 
and  immediately  difpatched  an  ex- 
prefs  to  Rome.  The  arrival  of 
this  exprefs  threw  the  people  into 
a  great  ferment,  and  the  pope  im¬ 
mediately  fummoned  a  congrega¬ 
tion  of  cardinals  to  confult  upon 
the  occafion.  The  refult  of  this 
council  was  abfolutely  to  forbid 
the  reception  of  the  Jefuits  in  the 
ecclefiaftical  dominions  ;  and  or¬ 
ders  were  given  to  the  governor 
of  Civita  Vecchia,  to  take  fuch 
methods  as  fhould  effectually  pre¬ 
vent  their  being  landed. 

About  this  time  the  King  of 
Spain  was  faid  to  have  wrote  the 
following  laconic  letter  to  the  pope, 
as  an  explanation  of  the  motives  for 
his  procedure  againft  the  Jefuits: 

(t  Holy  father. 

All  my  tribunals  having  judged 
that  the  fathers  Jefuits  are  of  no 
fervice  to  my  kingdoms,  I  could 
do  no  lefs  than  conform  to  their  re- 
prefentationsi  Qf  this,  as  a  fon  of 
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the  holy  church,  I  acquaint  its 
fupreme  head.  I  recommend  your 
holinefs  to  the  divine  keeping.’* 

Thefe  reafons  not  appearing 
fatisfaftory,  two  couriers  were 
fent  to  Madrid,  who,  it  is  faid, 
made  the  following  reprefenta- 
tions  :  That,  if  the  Jefuits  are 
guilty,  they  are  not  fufficiently 
punifhed  ;  but  too  much  fo,  if  they 
are  innocent.  That  the  laws  feem 
to  require,  that  citizens  fh all  not 
be  driven  .from  their  country,  til! 
they  have  undergone  a  trial,  to 
make  evident  the  proofs  of  their 
crimes.  That  as  to  the  reft,  tho* 
it  is  in  the  power  of  his  Catholic 
majefty  to  treat  his  fubjeCts  in  fuch. 
a  manner  as  may  feem  fit  and 
convenient  to  him  ;  yet  he  cannot 
oblige  any  other  fovereign  to  give 
them  an  afylum  in  his  dominions. 
That  if  the  Catholic  powers  fhould 
all  think  proper  to  fupprefs  the 
different  religious  orders  in  the 
countries  under  their  dominion, 
and  confign  them  to  the  difpofal 
of  his  holinefs,  not  only  the  ec- 
cleiiaftical  ftate,  but  the  whole 
country  of  Italy,  would  be  too 
fmall  to  contain  fuch  a  number  of 
new  inhabitants. 

No  notice  was  taken  of  thefe  re- 
prefentations.  In  the  mean  time 
the  convoy  at  Civita  Vecchia,  af¬ 
ter  lying  fome  time  in  the  har¬ 
bour,  received  orders  to  proceed 
to  Baftia  ;  and  the  French  court 
made  ufe  of  its  influence  with  the 
republic  of  Genoa,  to  receive  the 
Jefuits  in  the  towns  that  remained 
in  its  hands  in  the  iflandof  Corilca. 
At  length  the  em¬ 
barkation  from  Civita  May  2 2d. 
Vecchia  arrived  at 
Baftia  ;  here  they  were  as  un¬ 
fortunate 
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fortunate  as  before  ;  matters  were 
not  yet  brought  to  a  conclufion  be¬ 
tween  the  French  and  Genoefe, 
and  they  were  obliged  to  remain 
on  board,  in  the  harbour.  Three 
other  embarkations  took  at  differ¬ 
ent  times  the  fame  rout  as  the 
firft,  to  Civita  Vecchia  ;  where 
meeting  with  the  fame  fate,  they 
afterwards  proceeded  to  Corlica, 
where  they  lay  in  the  harbours  of 
Bahia  and  San  Fiorenza,  but  were 
not  admitted  to  land.  The  con¬ 
ditions  being  at  laft  fettled  with 
the  republic,  the  different  em¬ 
barkations  received  or- 
July  8th.  ders  to  fail  to  Calvi, 
Algaiola,  and  Ajaccio : 
at  which  ports  the  tranfports  were 
difburdened  of  their  unhappy 
freight;  and  the  furviving  Jefuits, 
to  the  number,  it  is  faid,  of  two 
thoufand  three  hundred,  were 
landed. 

Without  confidering  the  reli¬ 
gious  or  political  tenets  of  this 
fociety  (which  appear  to  have 
Been  dangerous,  from  the  general 
perfecution  raifed  again  ft  them  in 
fo  many  countries  of  their  own 
perfuafion)  we  are  obliged,  as  men, 
to  fympathize  with  them  in  the 
miferies  which  they  underwent  in 
their  exile.  The  lying  crowded 
for  three  months  aboard  tranf¬ 
ports,  in  the  hotted:  feafon  of  a  hot 
climate,  would  be  reckoned  a  fe- 
vere  trial  to  landmen  of  the  mod 
rebuff  conftitutions.  In  this  cafe 
we  fee  a  number  of  men,  of  all 
ages,  and  in  every  date  of  health, 
not  inured  to  hardlhips,  bred  up 
to  letters  and  a  fedentary  life  ;  the 
conftitutions  that  naturally  attend 
that  courfe  of  life,  farther  im¬ 
paired  by  the  grief,  anxiety,  and 
horror,  which  muff  be  the  confe- 
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quence  of  banilhment  from  their 
native  country,  from  friends,  re¬ 
lations,  and  thofe  ties  fo  dear  to 
mankind,  and, in  thatfftuation,  ob¬ 
liged  to  undergo  hardlhips,  which 
prove  fo  fatal  to  the  hardieft  and 
beft-feafoned  troops.  The  confe- 
quences  were  what  might  have 
been  naturally  expelled ^  they  died 
in  great  numbers ;  and  the  general 
calamity  was  increafed  upon  indi¬ 
viduals  by  fome  of  the  Ihips  being 
feparated  in  forms,  and  tolled 
about  the  illands  of  the  Archipe¬ 
lago  for  feveral  weeks. 

As  if  all  this  had  been  only  a 
prelude  to  the  misfortunes  of 
the  Jefuits,  the  parlia¬ 
ment  of  Paris  pub-  May  13  th. 
lilhed  an  arret  again  ft 
them,  wherein  they  were  declared 
enemies  to  fovereigns  and  the  pub¬ 
lic  tranquillity  of  kingdoms;  and 
all  thofe  who  had  been  indulged 
with  the  liberty  of  flaying  in  the 
kingdom  by  the  edidl  of  Novem¬ 
ber,  1764,  were  ordered  to  quit 
it  in  fifteen  days,  under  pain  of 
criminal  profecution.  By  this  ar¬ 
ret,  they  are  forbid  ever  to  return, 
under  any  pretence  whatfoever  ; 
and  the  king  is  to  be  fupplicated 
to  apply  to  the  pope,  and  to  all 
other  Catholic  fovereigns,  and  en¬ 
gage  them  to  abolilh  a  fociety  fo 
dangerous  to  Chriftianity  and  go¬ 
vernment.  The  other  articles  of 
this  arret  feemed  to  be  a  tranfeript 
of  thofe  publilhed  in  the  ordinance 
at  Madrid. 

The  King  of  Spain’s  orders  re¬ 
lative  to  the  Jefuits  were  as  well 
executed  in  the  Spanilh  colonies 
as  they  had  been  at  home.  In  the 
month  of  July,  the  Jefuits  of  Mex¬ 
ico,  to  the  number  of  700,  were 
fuddenly  arrefted,  without  the 
2  leaft 
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leaft  previous  notice,  and  ftrongly 
fecured  till  {hips  could  be  provided  * 
to  convey  them  home.  The  fame 
meafures  were  as  effectually  pur- 
fued  in  other  parts  of  the  Spanifh 
foreign  dominions;  and  fhips  have 
lince  continually  arrived  in  the 
ports  of  Old  Spain,  with  cargoes 
of  prifoners  on  board. 

It  is  faid  that  the  conffcated 
eftates  and  effects  of  the  Jefuits  in 
the  provinces  of  Mexico  only. 
Were  computed  to  amount  to  the 
immenfe  value  of  77  millions  of 
jpiafters,  or  385  millions  of  French 
livres.  It  is  alfo  faid  that  the 
effects  which  were  found  in  their 
warehoufes  in  the  different  ports 
of  Old  Spain  were  valued  at  a  pro¬ 
digious  fum  ;  and  that  the  jefuits 
of  Peru,  and  the  fouthern  pro¬ 
vinces  of  the  Spanifh  Weft  Indies, 
were  richer  than  thofe  of  Mexico. 
If  thefe  faCts  are  truly  ftated,  we 
may  perhaps  be  able  from  them 
to  form  a  more  juft  conclufion  of 
the  caufes  that  brought  on  the  de- 
ftruCtion  of  this  fociety,  than 
thofe  that  have  been  already  af- 
figned.  Immenfe  property  in  pri¬ 
vate  hands,  whether  communities 
or  fingle  perfons,  has  even  in  free 
countries  been  always  attended 
with  imminent  danger  to  the  poT 
feffors.  In  arbitrary  governments, 
the  only  fecurity  that  can  attend 
fuch  property,  depends  upon  the 
Wants,  the  difpofttion,  or  the  ca- 
price  of  a  king  or  a  mimfter  ;  a 
tenure  of  all  others  the  molt  preca¬ 
rious  and  dangerous. 

Moft  of  the  Catholic  powers  in 
Europe  had  publiihed  edicts,  dur¬ 
ing  thefe  tranfaCUons,  to  forbid, 
under  fevere  penalties,  the  recep¬ 
tion  of  the  expuifed  jefuits  in  any 
part  of  their  dominions  :  fo  that 
there  is  fcarcely  an  inftance  in  hif- 
Vol.  X. 


tory  of  any  body  of  men  fo  entirely 
cut  off  and  feparated  from  the  reft 
of  mankind.  When  affairs  were 
entirely  fettled  in  Spain,  and  the 
novelty  of  the  tranfaClion,  began 
to  wear  off ;  the  ftorm,  which  had 
been  for  fome  time  expeCbed,  fell  / 
at  laft  upon  the  Jefuits  in  Naples. 
The  different  houfes  belonging  to 
the  fociety  in  that  capital,  were 
fuddenly  inverted  by  the  civil  and 
military  power,  their  effeCts  feiz- 
ed,  and  the  mem¬ 
bers  made  prifon-  Nov.  20th. 
ers.  The  garrifon  * 
in  the  mean  time  patrolled  the 
city  under  arms,  and  prevented  ail 
difturbances. 

The  fame  meafures  were  taken 
in  every  part  of  the  kingdoms  of 
Naples  and  Sicily,  where  the  Je¬ 
fuits  had  poffeffions  ;  and  the  pri¬ 
foners  were  without  ceremony,  or 
leave  being  afked,  all  convoyed 
into  the  Pope’s  dominions  ;  the 
vicinity  of  whofe  territories  made 
every  fcheme  of  oppolltion  fruit- 
lefs,  The  court  of  Rome  com¬ 
plained  loudly  at  this  outrage,  and 
prefen  ted  memorials  to  all  the  fo¬ 
reign  minifters  in  that  city.  In  • 
thefe  memorials  the  Pope  com¬ 
plains,  that  the  King  of  Naples 
has  violated,  in  the  firft  place, 
the  divine  right,  by  the  manner 
i'n  which  his  foldiers  entered  into 
holy  places,  and  by  the  fequef- 
tration  of  the  ecclefiaftical  reve¬ 
nues,  without  confulting  the  bi- 
fhops  ;  fecondly,  the  right  of  man¬ 
kind,  by  forcibly  depoiiting  fome 
of  his  fubje<fts  in  the  dominions 
of  his  holinefs,  and  by  marching 
his  troops  into  a  country  that  was 
not  his  own  ;  and  laftly,  the  right 
of  good  neighbourhood,  in  not 
communicating  his  deiign  to  the 
Pope,  both  as  the  head  of  the 
[C]  church. 
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church,  and  as  a  temporal  prince, 
who  has  the  fupreme  fovereignty 
over  Naples. 

Thefe  memorials  produced  the 
fame  effeft,  which  the  remon- 
drances  of  weak  princes  to  their 
powerful  neighbours  generally  do; 
they  were  carelefly  anfwered,  and 
no  farther  notice  taken  of  them. 
The  cardinal  Orfini,  the  Neapo¬ 
litan  minider  at  Rome,  made  a 
verbal  declaration  to  the  following 
purport ;  4  *  That  every  fovereign 
having  a  right  to  drive  from  his 
dominions  perfons  convidted  of 
being  enemies  thereof  no  other 
means  could  be  found  of  getting 
rid  of  thofe  fathers,  than  caufing 
them  to  be  efcorted  to  the  ecclefi- 
adical  date,  fmce  the  kingdom  of 


Naples  had  no  other  frontiers ; 
and  that,  as  to  the  confifcation  and 
management  of  the  eifefts  of  the 
fociety,  it  no  lefs  belonged,  by  the 
fame  right  of  fovereignty,  to  the 
royal  treafury. 

It  is  faid,  that  the  number  of  Je- 
fuits  tranfported  from  the  kingdom 
of  Naples,  exclufive  of  thofe  from 
Sicily,  to  the  papal  dominions, 
amounted  to  fifteen  hundred.  This 
inundation  of  ftrangers  was  the 
more  fen fibly  felt,  as  there  had  been 
fo  great  a  fcarcity  of  corn  for  fome 
years  in  the  eccledaftical  date,  that 
it  was  with  the  greateftcare  and  dif¬ 
ficulty  that  they  could  guard  againd 
a  famine,  befides  thateighthundred 
of  the  Portugal  Jefuits  were  dill 
alive,  and  unprovided  for  there. 
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Of  Corfca  ;  its  ancie?it  fate  ;  granted  by  a  Pope  to  the  republic  of  Pifa  ; 
conquered  by  the  Genoefe  ;  opprejfive  and  impolitic  government  of  it.  The 
Corf  cans  offer  to  fubmit  themf elves  to  the  Turks.  The  beginning  of  the 
prefent  troubles  in  that  if  and  ;  the  Prince  of  Wirtemberg  with  an  imperial' 
army  comp  eh  the  male  contents  to  fubmit.  The  troubles  begin  again.  Theo¬ 
dore  proclaimed  king.  French  army  fubdue  the  if  and ;  but  upon  their  de¬ 
parture  the  m  ale  contents  renew  the  war  with  more  fury  than  ever . 
Pafchal  Paoli  declared  general  of  the  Corf  cans  ;  he  drives  the  Genoefe  t§ 
the  fortified  t ovens  upon  the  coafis  ;  and  efabhjhes  a  regular  government* 
The  conquef  of  the  if  and  of  Capraja. 

■  '  '  ) 


THE  drenuous  efforts  which 
have  been,  made  for  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years,  by  the  natives  of  the 
fdand  of  Corfica,  to  recover  their 
liberty  from  the  Genoefe  ;  have  in 
a  confiderable  degree  attracted  the 
attention  of  the  other  nations  of 
Europe.  This  feems  now  to  be 
more  particularly  the  cafe  ;  as  un¬ 
der  the  condudt  of  their  prefent 
chief,  they  not  only  bid  fair  for 
being  entirely  independent,  but 
they  have  drawn  the  outlines,  and 


feem  difpofed  to  edablifh  a  regu¬ 
lar  and  permanent  form  of  govern¬ 
ment  ;  a  meafure,  which  the  Ge¬ 
noefe,  without  foreign  abidance, 
are  in  no  degree  capable  of  pre¬ 
venting. 

Republics,  though  fond  of boad- 
ing  of  the  great  advantages  of  free¬ 
dom,  yet  feem  to  think  it  too 
great  a  bleffing  to  be  communi¬ 
cated  to  others,  fo  they  are  looked 
upon  to  be  the  word  maders  in 
the  world.  The  Italian  republics 

hare 
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have  not  efcaped  this  cenfure  ;  and 
one  of  the  vvifeft  of  them  is  faid 
to  have  differed  feverely,  and  to 
have  loll  great  power  and  property, 
by  incurring  it.  Under  fuch  a 
mode  of  government,  it  is  pro¬ 
bable  that  the  Corficans  had  fre¬ 
quent  and  fufhcient  caufes  of  com¬ 
plaint. 

It  was  the  peculiar  unhappinefs 
of  the  inhabitants  of  this  ifland, 
that  they  were  in  all  ages  a  prey  to 
foreigners  ;  doomed  to  feel  the 
iron  hand  of  opprefiion  from  every 
comer,  they  never  feem  to  have 
had  a  fixed  or  permanent  govern¬ 
ment  of  their  own.  This  continual 
Hate  of  oppreffion  depended  in  a 
great  meafure  upon  their  central 
fltuation;  in  a  manner  furrounded 
by  great,  warlike,  and  powerful 
nations. 

This  ifland,  after  a  continued 
feries  of  revolutions,  if  paffing 
from  the  hands  of  one  tyrant  to 
another  may  be  called  fo,  was  at 
length  granted  by  one  of  the 
popes  to  the  republic  of  Pifa, 
which  was  then  a  very  confiderable 
maritime  date.  In  the  long  wars 
which  enfued  between  this  repub¬ 
lic  and  that  of  Genoa,  C’orfica 
was  a  particular  object  of  their 
contention  ;  and,  after  a  tedious 
ilruggle,  was  conquered  by  the 
Genoefe  about  the  beginning  of 
the  fourteenth  century.  The  con¬ 
duct  of  the  Genoefe  in  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  this  idand,  feems  in  ge¬ 
neral  to  have  been  cruel,  arbi¬ 
trary,  and  impolitic.  So  large  a 
number  of  nobles,  who  looked 
upon  themfelves  as  joint  monarchs 
of  an  idand,  which  increafed  their 
vanity  by  having  the  name  of  a 
kingdom,  wanted  each,  in  his  own 
individual  perfon,  to  fhew  fome 
extraordinary  exertion  of  power. 
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that  might  perpetuate  his  fame  as 
a  fovereign.  Senfible  alfo  of  their 
own  weaknefs,  their  councils  were 
guided  by  continual  fear  and  dif- 
trud ;  fo  that  their  fydern  feemed 
to  be  rather  to  keep  the  idand  de¬ 
fart  and  barbarous,  in  hope  of  fe- 
curity  in  the  podeffion,  than  to 
fuffer  any  improvement  that  could 
make  it  beneficial  either  to  the  na¬ 
tives  or  themfelves. 

The  Corficans  were  far  from  be¬ 
ing  paffive  during  this  long  courfe 
ofoppredion.  In  the  16th  century 
they  carried  on  a  bloody  and  def- 
perate  war,  which  continued  feve- 
ral  years,  and  in  which  they  were 
very  near  fucceeding  againd  the 
Genoefe  ;  and  when  at  lad  they 
were  overcome,  they  offered  to 
fubmit  themfelves  to  the  Turks, 
rather  than  return  under  the  yoke 
of  their  old  makers. 

The  prefent  troubles  began  a- 
bout  the  year  1729:  it  is  true, 
there  have  been  fome  intervals  of 
tranquillity,  but  they  were  only  of 
a  ffiort  continuance,  and  peace 
has  never  fince  been  thoroughly 
eflabliflied  in  the  idand.  The 
Genoefe,  after  feveral  encounters, 
finding  their  own  force  ineffi¬ 
cient  to  reduce  the  malecontents, 
were  obliged  to  call  in  an  impe¬ 
rial  army  under  General  Wach- 
tendonck  to  their  affidance  ;  but 
this  army  being  alfo  unable  to 
reduce  the  Corficans,  a  dronger 
was  obliged  to  be  brought  in  un¬ 
der  the  command  of  the  Prince  of 
Wirtemberg.  The  Corficans,  un¬ 
able  to  redd  fo  fuperior  a  force, 
were  obliged  to  come  into  a  treaty 
under  the  emperor’s  guarantee* 
The  gaining  of  this  point  is  faid  to 
have  cod  the  Genoefe  thirty  mil¬ 
lions  of  French  livres :  the  troubles 
arofe  from  the  cruel  treatment  of  a 
[C]  2  poor 


ANNUAL  REGISTER 


36] 

poor  woman,  for  a  Angle  paolo, 
about  five  pence  Englifh,  which 
was  her  lhare  of  a  tax  that  Ihe  was 
unable  to  pay. 

The  peace  was  but  of  Ihort  du¬ 
ration  :  foon  after  the  departure 
of  the  imperial  troops,  the  Geno- 
efe  afe  faid  to  have  broke  through 
every  article  of  the  treaty, 
1734.  and  hoftili ties  were  again 
renewed  with  a<s  much  rage 
as  ever.  The  Genoefe,  now  left 
to  their  own  ftrength,  carried  on 
the  war  with  little  fuccefs  ;  there 
was  a  great  deal  of  blood  fpilt,  and 
much  mifchief  done,  but  no  effec¬ 
tual  fervice  performed  ;  and  while 
the  country  was  continually  wafted 
by  both  parties,  its  mountainous 
nature  greatly  befriended  the  na¬ 
tives.  At  this  time  Giafferi,  who 
was  the  chief  of  the  Corficans  in 
both  thefe  infurreftions,  chofe  for 
his  colleague,  Giacinto  Paoli,  fa¬ 
ther  to  the  prefent  General  of  that 
nation. 

The  Genoefe  were  greatly  em- 
barraffed  ;  they  hired  a  body  of 
Swifs  and  Grifons,  who  from  the 
mountainous  nature  of  their  coun¬ 
try,  they  thought  might  have  been 
fitter  for  the  Corfican  fervice  than 
their  own  troops.  They  alfo  pub¬ 
lished  an  indemnity  to  all  their 
affaffins  "and  outlaws  of  every  fort, 

0 

upon  condition  that  they  would 
fight  the  battles  of  the  republic  in 
Corftea. 

It  was  during  thefe  tranfaflions, 
that  the  famous  Theodore  Baron 
Newhoff  arrived  in  the 
S736.  ifland,  and  was  declared 
king  of  it*  The  hiftory  of 
this  adventurer  is  well  known. 
After  about  eight  months  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  his  royalty,  being  feized 
with  a  confcioufnefs  of  the  fatal 
dangers  which  would  probably  at¬ 


tend  the  detection  of  his  falfehoods, 
and  the  impofition  he  had  put  upon 
the  people,  he  prudently  withdrew 
from  his  kingdom,  under  pretence 
of  going  to  haften  the  fuccours 
which  he  had  fo  long  promifed. 

The  republic  of  Genoa  was  at 
length  obliged  to  enter  into  a 
treaty  with  France,  to  reduce  the 
Corficans  to  obedience.  It  was  in 
vain  that  the  malecontents  re- 
monftrated  to  his  moll  Chriftian 
majefty,  again!!  the  cruelty  and 
injuftice  of  this  procedure  ;  a 
detachment  of  French 
troops  were  fent  to  Cor-  March, 
fica,  under  the  command  1738. 
of  the  count  de  Boiflfeaux. 

Though  thefe  troops  did  a  great 
deal  of  mifchief  in  the  illand,  yet 
they  were  infufficient  to  fubdue  the 
invincible  fpirit  of  the  iflanders. 
Upon  this  the  French  court  fent 
the  following  year,  the  marquis  de 
Maillebois  at  the  head  of  a  confi- 
derable  army  to  reduce  them  en¬ 
tirely  to  obedience. 

This  general  executed  the  de- 
ligns  of  his  court  effe&ually  ;  the 
Coriicans  were  every  where  over¬ 
powered,  and  daughter,  ruin,  and 
deftruftion  were  fpread  through 
every  part  of  the  ifland.  Fie  cut 
down  the  Handing  corn,  the  vines, 
and  the  olives,  let  fire  to  the  vil¬ 
lages,  hanged  numbers  of  monks 
and  others  who  were  moil  forward 
in  the  revolt,  and  fpread  fuch  ter¬ 
ror  and  defolation  in  every  quar¬ 
ter,  that  the  natives  were  once 
more  obliged  to  fubmit  to  their 
ancient  bondage.  The  unpre¬ 
cedented  and  terrible  daughter 
which  had  been  committed,  with 
the  dread  of  ft  1 1 1  greater  vengeance 
from  fo  formidable  a  nation  as 
France,  effaced  every  idea  but 
that  of  immediate  fafetv.  The 
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two  generals,  Giafferi  and  Paoli, 
were  obliged  to  quit  the  ifland,  to 
which  they  never  returned ;  they 
retired  to  Naples,  where  they  got 
regiments,  and  fpent  the  remainder 
of  their  lives. 

Among  many  other  propofals 
which  the  republic  of  Genoa  made 
at  this  time  to  France,  one  was,  to 
affign  over  a  great  number  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Corlica,  who  were 
to  be  fent  to  people  the  diftant 
French  colonies  ;  upon  which  a 
French  writer  remarks,  “  that  the 
Genoefe  would  have  been  fatisfied 
to  be  fovereigns  of  the  bare  rocks 
of  Corfica,  without  fubjetts.” 

The  French  troops  be- 
1741.  ing  at  length  withdrawn 
from  Corlica,  the  fpirit  of 
the  inhabitants  began  again  to  ap¬ 
pear  in  its  full  vigour.  They  had 
been  obliged  to  deliver  up  their 
arms  by  the  lad  capitulation  ;  their 
exiled  countrymen,  in  the  different 
towns  of  Italy,  fupplied  them  with 
fome  ;  they  ftript  the  Genoefe  fol- 
diers  of  others,  which  they  were 
not  very  willing  to  ufe,  but  which 
were  afterwards  effectually  em¬ 
ployed  againd  themfelves. 

No  fpirit  was  ever  more  gene¬ 
ral  than  that  which  appeared  in 
this  infurrection  ;  men,  women, 
and  young  boys,  and  even  the 
clergy  bore  arms.  .  They  ele&ed 
two  new  chiefs  under  the  title  of 
protestors  ;  and  having  foon  over¬ 
run  the  open  country,  they  then 
beiieged  and  took  the  capital  city 
of  Corte,  together  with  its  drong 
cadle.  A  defultory  kind  of  war 
has  been  carried  on,  with  fome  in- 
termiflions,  ever  fince. 

In  the  year  1745,  the  Englifh, 
as  allies  to  the  King  of  Sardinia, 
fent  lome  men  of  war,  who  bom¬ 
barded  and  took  the  cities  of  Baf- 


tia  and  San  Fiorenza,  which  they 
delivered  up  to  the  Cordcans* 
They  however  loft  thefe  cities  foon 
after,  in  confequence  of  the  dif- 
fenfiGns  produced  by  the  ambition 
and  difagrcement  of  their  leaders 
and  principal  men.  In  the  year 
1746,  they  fent  propofals  to  the 
Britidi  embaffador  at  Turin,  to 
put  themfelves  under  the  protec¬ 
tion  of  the  crown  of  Great  Britain  ; 
which  propofals  it  appears  were 
not  accepted.  101753,  their  lea-, 
der,  Gaffori,  was  affaffinated  by 
fome  ruffians,  who  were  fuppofed 
to  be  fet  on  by  the  republic,  as 
they  had  penfions  allowed  them  in 
its  territories. 

During  thefe  tranfaSKons,  Gia- 
cinto  Paoli  led  a  retired  life  in 
Naples  ;  his  whole  time  was  de¬ 
voted  to  the  education  of  his  fon 
Pafcal,  whofe  genius  and  difpoli- 
tion  were  fo  happy,  that  no  part 
of  it  was  mifpent.  The  father 
feemed  to  have  a  pre-fentiment  of 
what  his  fon  would  arrive  at ;  the 
courfe  of  education  he  prefcribed, 
was  calculated  to  form  a  prince 
and  a  legiftator  ;  and  the  young 
man  made  fo  excellent  an  ufe  of 
the  inftrudftions  which  he  receiv¬ 
ed,  that  he  became  the  admiration 
of  ftrangers,  as  well  as  of  his  coun¬ 
trymen. 

The  Corlicans  tired  of  the  con¬ 
tinual  diftenfions  among  their  prin¬ 
cipal  men,  and  of  the  confequent 
evils  that  attended  them  ;  charm¬ 
ed  befides  with  the  character  and 
manners  of  young  Paoli ;  fent  a 
deputation  to  invite  him  to  Cor¬ 
fica,  and  to  offer  him  the  fupreme 
government  of  the  ifland. 

This  offer  was  gladly  ac-  1755* 
cepted. 

There  was  much  to  be  reformed 
in  Corfica:  all  forms  of  legal  juftice 
[C]  3  '  had 


ANNUAL  REGISTER 


38] 

had  been  long  laid  afide ;  he  found 
neither  fubordination,  difcipline, 
nor  union,  amongp  the  people  ; 
all  feuds  and  difputes  were  termi¬ 
nated  by  alTaffinations,  every  one 
of  which  begot  a  number  of  new 
ones  ;  the  people,  trained  up  in 
continual  war,  defpifedagriculture, 
and  every  fpecies  of  indufiry  ;  in  a 
word,  Paoli  feemed  in  many  in- 
itances  to  have  more  difficulties  to 
contend  with,  than  the  legiflators 
of  the  moll  early  ages. 

The  happinefs  of  his  genius, 
and  the  reverence  that  was  paid 
to  his  virtues,  enabled  him,  how¬ 
ever,  to  triumph  over  all  thefe  dif¬ 
ficulties.  His  perfuafion  and  ex¬ 
ample  had  fuch  force  in  forming 
the  people,  that  he  foon  drove  the 
Genoefe  to  the  remoteP  corners  of 
the  illand  ;  nor  had  they  any  fecu- 
rity  but  in  the  few  fortified  towns 
which  they  pofiejETed  upon  the  fea- 
coaP.  He  then  attended  to  the 
civil  part  of  the  adminiPration,  in 
which  he  ffiewed  fuch  abilities  and 
conPancy,  as  were  little  to  be  ex¬ 
pelled  in  fo  young  a  man.  He 
new  modelled  the  government  ; 
but  inPead  of  taking  advantage  of 
the  influence  which  he  had  on  the 
people  to  ePablifti  a  tyranny,  he 
founded  a  democracy.  He  form¬ 
ed  a  great  council  of  the  nation, 
by  which  every  perfon  in  it  was 
xeprefented  by  two  members  for 
every  parifh.,  who  were  eledlea  an¬ 
nually.  Pie  formed  good  laws, 
and  had  them  Pridlly  executed  ; 
fo  that,  in  a  little  time,  he  almoit 
entirely  eradicated  the  practice  of 
alTajlination,  as  well  as  many  other 
enormities. 

He  made  many  other  regula¬ 
tions,  which,  if  he  purfues  the 
fame  virtuous  courfe  in  which  he 
fetout,  will  perpetuate  his  name 


with  great  honour  to  poPerity. 
He  eftablifhed  an  univerlity  at 
Corte  ;  he  had  proper  fchools  fix¬ 
ed  in  all  the  villages  in  the  king¬ 
dom  ;  and  by  thefe  means  he  open¬ 
ed  the  minds  of  the  C’orficans,  and 
gradually  prepared  them  for  the 
reception  of  laws. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  republic 
of  Genoa  finding  herfelf  inca¬ 
pable  of  defending  the  few  fortifi¬ 
ed  places  which  remained  in  her 
hands,  entered  into  a  negociation 
with  France  ;  in  confequence  of 
which  the  latter  lent  fix 
battalions  to  fecure  them,  1764. 
according  to  treaty,  for 
four  years.  Thefe  troops  were 
retrained,  by  the  conditions,  from 
adling  offenfively  again!!  the  Cor- 
ficans. 

This  meafure  having  in  a  great 
degree  circumfcribed  Paoli’s  ope¬ 
rations  by  land  ;  it  alfo  ferved 
to  diredl  his  adlivify  to  another 
fphere.  He  had  for  fome  time  pal! 
taken  great  pains  to  form  fome- 
thing  like  a  marine  force  ;  he  now 
attended  to  it  with  greater  dili¬ 
gence,  and  was  fo  fuccefsful  as 
greatly  to  incommode  the  Genoefe 
trade,  as  well  as  their  conveyance 
of  troops  and  Pores,  &c.  to  Cor¬ 
sica.  In  the  courfe  of  this  year  he 
formed  a  fuccefsful  defign,  which 
was  as  unexpedled  by  his  enemies, 
as  it  was  furprifing  to  the  rep  of 
Europe. 

The  ifiand  of  Capraja,  on  the 
coaP  of  Tufcany,  belonged  to  the 
Genoefe  ;  it  is  about  fix  miles  in 
length,  and  from  two  to  three 
broad  ;  it  is  very  rocky  and  moun¬ 
tainous,  but  fertile  in  vines,  of 
which  it  produces  a  great  quan¬ 
tity.  The  inhabitants  are  com¬ 
puted  to  be  about  3000  ;  and  the 
men  are  faid  to  be  the  belt  failors 
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in  the  Mediterranean  ;  the  ifland 
is  fo  guarded  and  furrounded  by- 
rocks,  that  it  affords  but  one  land¬ 
ing  place  ;  the  harbour  is  how¬ 
ever  a  very  good  one,  and  a  com¬ 
mon  place  of  fhelter  to  the  fhips 
that  navigate  that  quarter. 

Paoli  conducted  an  embarkation 
for  the  conqueft  of  this  place,  with 
fo  much  fecrecy,  that  the  firft  ac¬ 
count  which  the  Genoefe  received 
of  it,  was  the  fuccefsful  landing 
of  his  troops.  The  republic  ufed 
every  effort  to  prevent  the  lofs  of 
the  place,  and  fent  out  a  confider- 
able  naval  force,  with  a  body  of 
troops,  which  were  continually  re¬ 
inforced  for  that  purpofe.  In  the 
mean  time,  the  fmall  garrifon  of 
Genoefe  in  that  ifland  retired  to 
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the  principal  fort,  which  was  call¬ 
ed  the  Citadel,  where  they  were 
immediately  befieged  by  the  Cor-, 
ficans,  who  guarded  the  land¬ 
ing-place  fo  well,  that  the  Ge¬ 
noefe  were  feveral  times  repulfed 
in  the  attempts  they  made  to  re¬ 
lieve  the  fort.  At  length,  they 
however  effected  a  landing,  but 
were  totally  repulfed  with  the  lofs 
of  150  men  ;  and  the  garrifon  be¬ 
ing  reduced  to  the  greateft  necef- 
fity  for  want  of  provifions,  they 
were  at  laft  obliged  to 
furrender  the  fortrefs  May  29th, 
after  a  defence  of  1 767. 
lozdays,  duringwhich 
they  had  lived  upon  bread  and 
water. 


CHAP.  VII. 

Great  difireffes  of  the  poor  from  the  high  prices  of  provifions  ;  riots  and 
tumults  thereupon  ;  j  ever  a  l  of  the  rioters  taken  ;  fpecial  com?nijfions  ijfued 
for  their  immediate  trial.  A  proclamation  againfi  forefialling  ;  the 
parliament  prorogued ;  an  embargo  laid  on  flips  loaded  voith  vsheat . 
I’he  fate  of  the  Eafi  India.  Company  ;  great  difputes  betvjeen  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  it ,  their  ajfairs  become  a  fubjedi  of  general  difcuffion.  Mejfage 
from  the  mini  fry  to  the  court  of  India  directors  ;  a  great  increafe  of  di¬ 
vidend  carried  by  a  numerous  majority  of  proprietors.  I’ he  parliament 

meet  ;  notice  takeny  in  the  fpeech  from  the  throne ,  of  the  necejfiiy  ihat^oc- 
cafioned  the  late  exertion  of  authority ,  for  the  prefervation  of  the  public 
fafety. 


SOON  after  the  formation  of 
the  new  miniftry,  the  diflreifes 
of  the  poor  from  the  high  prices 
of  corn,  and  every  other  fpecies 
of  provifion,  became  very  urgent, 
and  caufed  great  and  general  com¬ 
plaints  through  every  part  of  the 
kingdom.  Thefe  complaints  were 
followed  by  riots  and  tumults,  in 
which,  as  ufual  in  popular  com¬ 
motions,  great  irregularities  were 
committed.  In  the  beginning. 


the  populace  only  fet  up  to  regu¬ 
late*  and  lower  the  markets,  and 
to  punifh  fome  individuals,  who 
they  imagined  had  contributed  to 
their  calamities  by  engroiling,  and 
other  practices  for  enhancing  the 
price  of  provifions  beyond  their 
juft  rate.  But  they  did  not  long 
confine  themfelves  to  thefe  objects. 
When  they  were  heated  by  being 
together  in  large  bodies,  they  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  the  molt  enormous  ex- 
[C]  4  ceftes* 
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cedes,  Much  mifchief  was  done, 
and  many  lives  were  loll  in  differ- 
^ent  places.  The  magiilrates  -  be¬ 
ing  at  length  obliged  to  call  in 
the  military  force  to  the  aid  of  the 
civil  ;  the  rioters  were  eafiiy  dif- 
perfed,  and  the  jails  filled  with 
prifoners.  Judges  were  foon  after 
dent  to  the  countries  where  the 
riots  had  happened,  with  fpecial 
commiffioris  to  bring  the  prisoners 
to  immediate  trial  ;  in  confe- 
guence  of  which  feveral  of  the 
leaders,  and  others  the  mod  out¬ 
rageous  of  them,  were  condemned 
to  die  ;  molt  of  thele  were,  how¬ 
ever  afterwards  reprieved,  feveral 
were  transported,  fome  got  a  free 
pardon,  and  fome  examples  were 
made. 

In  the  mean  time 
Sept,  nth,  a  proclamation  was 
1766.  iffued,  for  putting  in 
force  feveral  datutes 
that  had  been  formerly  palled  a- 
gaind  foreftallers,  regrators,  and 
engroffers  of  corn.  But  many 
doubted,  whether  this  proclama¬ 
tion  was  well  conceived,  or  well 
timed.  It  was,  in  fome  fort,  pre¬ 
judging  the  queftion,  and  declar¬ 
ing  the  fcarcitv  to  be  artificial, 
which  experience  has  f nee  (hewn 
to  have  been  but  too  natural.  Ma¬ 
ny  of  the  old  laws  relative  to 
provifions  are  not  well  fuited  to 
the  prefent  fydem  of  our  affairs  ; 
nor  are  they  quite  confonant  to 
latter  regulations  upon  the  fame 
fubjefl.  The  old  laws  are  at  pre- 
ient  dark  in  the  conftrudion,  and 
extremely  difficult  in  the  execu¬ 
tion.  It  was  apprehended  that 
this  meafure  would  have  an  effect 
contrary  to  the  intentions  of  the 
council,  and  by  frightening  deal¬ 
ers  from  the  markets,  would  in¬ 
crease  that  fcarcity  it  was  deiigned 
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to  remedy.  This  was  fo  well  felt, 
that  little  was  done  towards  en¬ 
forcing  that  proclamation,  and  it 
foon  fell  tp  the  ground.  The  fame 
day  on  which  this  proclamation 
was  paffed,  the  parliament,  which 
was  to  have  met  on  the  16th  of 
September,  was  prorogued  to  the 
nth  of  the  following  Novem¬ 
ber. 

The  price  of  wheat 
hill  increafmg,  ano-  Sept.  26th. 
ther  proclamation  was 
iffued,  (better  adapted  to  its  end 
than  the  former,  but  more  doubt¬ 
ful  in  point  of  law,)  to  prohibit 
the  exportation  of  grain.  Mef- 
fengers  were  difpatched  to  the  fea- 
coails,  to  fee  that  the  terms  of 
the  proclamation  were  complied 
with,  and  to  prevent  filch  (hips 
as  were  loaded  with  wheat,  or 
wheat-meal,  at  the  feveral  ports, 
from  proceeding  with  their  car¬ 
goes.  At  the  fame  time,  the  ufe 
of  wheat  was  prohibited  the  diftil- 
lery.  The  former  proclamation 
became  afterwards  a  fubjeft  of 
much  altercation  in  parliament. 

vV'e  gave  in  our  lad  volume  a 
particular  account  of  the  great  ac- 
q motions  that  had  been  gained  by 
the  Ead  India  company  ;  of  the 
dourilhinor  date  of  its  affairs  ;  and 
the  appearances  there  were  of  a 
liability  proportioned  to  this  great- 
neis.  The  later  advices  not  on- 
y  d  in  c  ,  but  enlarged  the 
value  of  thefe  acquifitions  ;  as 
every  day  (hewed  their  greater  im¬ 
portance,  and  difeovered  fome  new 
part  of  the  immenfe  property, 
which  the  company  was  poffeffed 
of  in  that  part  of  the  world.  Jm- 
rnenfe  fpoil,  as  it  has  often  ap¬ 
peared  too  great  for  the  minds  of 
the  conquerors,  fo  it  has  fome- 
times  funk  them  to  a  worfe  con¬ 
dition 
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dition  than  that  in  which  they  had 
left  the  vanquifhed.  The  amazing 
fuccelTes  of  the  company,  and  the 
vail  profits  arifing  from  them,  firft 
kindled  diffenfiort  among  their  fer- 
vants  in  the  E ait,  and  then  produ¬ 
ced  contentions  of  equal  violence 
in  the  company  itfelf. 

It  had  been  long  expected,  and 
much  wifhed  by  the  proprietors  of 
Baft  India  flock,  that  they  fhould 
enjoy  a  fhare  of  thofe  fvveets, 
which  were  the  confequences  of 
their  foreign  fuccefs;  and  which 
they  faw  hitherto  entirely  engroft- 
ed  by  their  fervants,  who  came 
home  every  day  incumbered  with 
princely  fortunes.  As  the  prof- 
perous  ftate  of  the  company’s  af¬ 
fairs  was  now  publicly  known  and 
afcertained,  it  was  accordingly 
expected  by  many  proprietors,  that 
the  directors  would  have  imme¬ 
diately  declared  a  fuitable  increafe 
of  dividend.  This  feemed  to 
them  the  more  reafonable,  as  the 
flate  of  dividend  then  flood  at  the 
loweft  point  to  which  it  ever  had 
been  reduced,  having  been  low¬ 
ered  from  eight  to  fix  per  cent, 
in  the  moft  critical  period  of  the 
late  war  ;  when  the  company 
was  in  a  moft  aiftreft  fituation, 
and  a  continuance  even  of  its  exift- 
ence  appeared  more  than  doubt¬ 
ful.  They  thought  that  a  great 
revenue  and  a  flourifhing  trade 
ill  agreed  with  a  low  dividend, 
and  tended  to  link,  to  an  artificial 
lownefs,  the  price  of  flock,  to  the 
great  lofs  of  the  prefent  poffeftors, 
and  the  advantage  of  future  deal¬ 
ers. 

Thefe  inclinations  of  the  pro¬ 
prietors  did  not  in  any  degree  co¬ 
incide  with  the  opinion  of  the  di¬ 
rectors.  While  the  greateft  part 
of  the  former  considered  only  the 


fuccelTes  of  the  company,  the  di¬ 
rectors  fa v/  nothing  but  its  debts, 
Two  factions  arofe  upon  this  fub- 
jeCt ;  one  for  increafing  the  divi¬ 
dend  ;  the  other,  which  was  in¬ 
fluenced  by  the  direction,  for  keep¬ 
ing  it  at  the  then  ftandard  of  fix 
per  Gent.  At  the  midfummer  court, 
it  was  intended  by  the  former, 
that  if  the  directors  did  not  volun¬ 
tarily  declare  an  increafe  of  divi¬ 
dend,  to  put  it  to  the  queflion, 
and  have  it  decided  by  the  majo¬ 
rity  of  proprietors  prefent. 

As  this  intention  was  publicly- 
known,  fo  its  fuccefs  was  fufficient- 
]y  guarded  againft, 
and  prevented.  At  June  iSth. 
the  opening  of  the 
court,  a  friend  of  the  directors 
made  a  motion  for  increafing  the 
dividend  to  eight  per  cent ;  the 
directors  having  declared  their  dis¬ 
approbation  of  this  motion,  the 
maker  immediately  withdrew  it. 
This  adroit  management  put  it 
entirely  out  of  the  power  of  the 
proprietors  to  bring  it  on  again  at 
that  meeting,  as  it  would  have  been, 
contrary  to  the  eflablilhed  rules 
and  forms  of  the  court. 

The  addrefs  that  was  (hewn  in. 
this  tranfaClion  did  not  proteCl  it 
from  cenfure  :  the  conduCl  of  the 
direClors  was  fcrutinized  with  great 
feverity  :  the  fuppofed  motives  to 
it  were  laid  open,  and  the  public 
papers  became  the  common  field 
for  the  difcuftion  of  India  affairs, 
which  were  canvafled  with  great 
animofity,  each  party  accufing  the 
other  of  the  moft  corrupt  defigns, 
and  of  mifreprefenting,  for  private 
purpofes  the  real  flate  of  the 
company’s  affairs.  The  party 
for  the  direClors  admitted  that 
the  company  had  gained  great 
advantages  in  the  Eaft ;  but  at 

the 
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the  fame  time  had  plunged  them¬ 
selves  into  great  difficulties  by  the 
expence  attending  their  extenfive 
military  operations.  That  their 
profits  were  comparatively  re¬ 
mote  and  precarious ,  their  debts 
urgent  and  certain  ;  and  that  jus¬ 
tice  and  good  policy  concurred  in 
recommending,  in  the  find  place, 
a  difcharge  of  their  incumbrances, 
■before  they  thought  of  enjoying 
their  profits.  They  recalled  the 
tranfaclions  of  the  memorable 
South-fea  year,  and  the  fraudulent 
methods  then  ufed  for  the  railing 
of  that  flock.  They  aliened  that 
fuch  a  premature  attempt  to  aug¬ 
ment  the  dividend,  would  raif'e 
the  price  of  their  fund  to  an  extra¬ 
vagant  height,  at  which  it  would 
be  impoflible  to  fupport  it,  would 
add  frelh  fuel  to  the  ardor  for 
gaming,  encourage  flock-jobbing, 
and  open  a  new  field  to  all  the 
myfterious  tran factions  of ’Change 
Alley. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  was  re¬ 
prefen  ted  as  the  g  re  ate  ft  hardihip, 
that  many  of  thofe  proprietors 
whole  property  had  lain  in  the 
hands  of  the  company  during  the 
moft  dangerous  periods  of  the  war, 
might  now,  through  neceftity,  be 
obliged  to  difpofe  of  their  flock, 
without  having  the  fmalleft  com- 
penfation  made  them  for  the  great 
rifes  they  had  run.  That,  in 
this  cafe,  new  men,  whether  na¬ 
tives  'or  foreigners,  would  come 
in  for  the  benefits  to  which  the 
©Id  proprietors  were  fo  juftly  en¬ 
titled,  as  the  marketable  price  of 
flock  always  depended  upon  the 
dividend  it  yielded.  That  it  was 
a  novelty  peculiar  to  the  prefent 
time,  to  fee  that  the  pofteffbrs  of 
property  were  the  only  people 
who  could  not  enjoy  any  of  the 
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advantages  arifing  from  it.  That 
the  cautious  (economy  of  the  di¬ 
rectors  was  confined  to  the  pro¬ 
prietors  only,  while  motions  for 
the  moft  profufe  private  grants 
were  eagerly  adopted  by  them. 

As  to  the  debts  which  the  com¬ 
pany  owed ;  the  reafons  drawn 
from  thence  for  not  increaftng  the 
dividend  were,  they  inftfted,  fu¬ 
tile  and  abfurd.  It  was  faid,  that 
the  company,  while  ever  it  con¬ 
tinued  a  commercial  one,  as  well 
as  every  other  company  of  mer¬ 
chants,  muft  always,  in  the  nature 
of  things,  owe  large  fums  of  mo¬ 
ney  :  That,  in  the  prefent  cafe, 
the  creditors  looked  upon  their  fe- 
curity  to  be  fo  good,  and  thought 
their  money  fo  well  laid  out,  that 
there  was  nothing  they  feared  more 
than  the  payment  of  it  ;  a  clear 
proof  of  which  was,  that  the  bonds 
bore  a  premium,  fo  that  they  could 
fell  them  for  more  than  the  origi¬ 
nal  debt  that  was  owing  on  them. 
The  Dutch  Eaft- India  company 
was  alfo  introduced  as  a  precedent, 
which  divided  20  per  cent .  upon 
its  capital,  though  the  pofteftions 
and  revenues  of  the  Dutch,  in  that 
part  of  the  world,  were  not  at  pre¬ 
fent  in  any  degree  equal  to  thofe 
of  the  Englilh. 

As  to  the  invidious  mention  of 
the  South-fea  bubble,  they  ob- 
ferved  that  it  was  no  way  appli¬ 
cable  to  the  prefent  cafe  :  that  the 
high  rate  of  that  flock  was  built 
upon  an  imaginary  bafts,  which 
had  no  real  exi Hence  ;  fo  that  its 
fuccefs  depended  entirely  upon  the 
paflions  and  covetoufnefs  of  the 
people,  which  were  the  only  en¬ 
gines  it  had  to  majte  ufeof.  That, 
on  the  contrary,  nothing  could  be 
better  afeertained  than  the  property 
of  the  company ;  and  that  nothing 

could 
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could  be  more  equitable,  than  that 
the  poffeffors  of  this  property, 
fhould  be  able,  whenever  they 
thought  fit,  to  difpofe  of  it  at  the 
full  and  real  value.  That  when 
every  man,  buyer  and  feller,  knew 
the  intrinfic  value  of  Hock,  by  the 
dividend  which  it  yielded,  there 
would  be  no  further  room  for  Hock¬ 
jobbing  ;  but  that  the  uncertainty, 
which  the  prefent  mode  of  conduct 
occafioned,  operated  fo  flrongly 
and  fo  differently  upon  the  minds 
of  the  public,  that  there  was  a 
greater  fluctuation  in  the  price, 
and  the  pernicious  effects  of  Hock¬ 
jobbing  were  more  fenfibly  felt, 
than  they  had  been  at  any  other 
time. 

This  courfe  of  diffenfion  and  al¬ 
tercation  between  the  members  of 
the  fame  company,  was  productive 
of  confequences,  which  were  then 
little  forefeen  or  expected.  Every 
thing  relative  to  them  was  now 
laid  before  the  public  ;  the  exaCt 
Hate  of  their  immenfe  property 
became  known  to  all  perfons  -3  their 
mofi  private  fecrets  were  unveiled  : 
their  charters,  their  rights,  their 
polfefiions,  their  conduCt  at  home 
and  abroad  ;  their  difputes,  and 
their  utility  to  the  nation,  were 
now  matters  of  eager  and  public 
difcufiion.  The  company  became 
the  ground  for  the  mod  abfurd 
proje&or  to  build  his  vifionary 
fcheme  on  ;  and  its  property  was 
an  objeCl  to  exercife  the  invention 
of  the  idle,  the  needy,  and  the 
rapacious. 

As  the  quarterly  meeting  ap¬ 
proached,  at  which  it  was  ex- 
peCled,  that  the  great  objeCl  of 
difpute  between  the  oppofite  par¬ 
ties  would  come  again  upon  the 
carpet,  it  was  for  fome  time  w'hif- 
pered  about  by  the  friends  of  one 


of  them,  that  the  government  in¬ 
tended  to  interfere  in  fome  man¬ 
ner  in  the  difpofition  of  India  af¬ 
fairs. 

Such  an  interference  had  been 
fo  unufual,  that  the  report  at  firH 
gained  no  manner  of  credit.  A 
few  days  before  the  meeting  of  the 
Michaelmas  general  court,  a  mef- 
fage  was,  however,  aClually  re¬ 
ceived  by  the  directors,  fj-om  the 
miniHry  ;  and  it  was  immediately 
noifed  about,  that  the  government 
had  aofolutely  forbidden  any  in- 
creafe  of  dividend,  and  had  alfo 
denounced  threats  againfi  the  com¬ 
pany,  which  Hruck  at  its  very 
exigence, 

^  The  novelty  of  an  Englifli  mi¬ 
ni  Her  of  Hate  venturing  to  inter¬ 
fere,  as  an  officer  of  the  crown,  in 
a  matter  of  private  property,  ex¬ 
cited,  in  the  highefl  degree,  the 
attention  of  all  forts  of  people. 
Many,  however.  Hill  fuppofed  that 
the  report  was  calculated  only  to 
anfw'er  the  particular  purpofes  of 
a  party,  or,  at  leaH,  that  the  terms 
were  upon  that  account  greatly  ex- 
aggerated.  The  open¬ 
ing  of  the  general  Sept.  24th. 
court  at  length  re¬ 
lieved  this  curiofity  ;  a  meflage  in 
writing  from  the  firH  Lord  of  the 
Treafury,  and  fome  other  of  the 
miniHers,  was  read,  fetting  forth. 

That,  as  the  affairs  of  the  EaH- 
India  company  had  been  mention^ 
ed  in  parliament  lad  fefiion,  it  was 
very  probable  they  might  be  taken 
into  confideration  again  ;  there¬ 
fore,  from  the  regard  they  had  for 
the  welfare  of  the  company,  and 
that  they  might  have  time  to  pre¬ 
pare  their  papers  for  that  occafion, 
they  informed  them,  that  the  par¬ 
liament  would  meet  fome  time  in 
November.  ** 


Letters 


I 
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Letters  were  at  the  fame  time 
read  from  Lord  Clive,  and  from 
the  fecret  committee  at  Bengal, 
which  not  only  confirmed  but  ex¬ 
ceeded  the  accounts  that  had  been 
formerly  received  of  the  great  opu¬ 
lence  of  the  company,  the  exten- 
fion  of  its  trade,  and  the  perma¬ 
nent  bafis  on  which,  as  lar  as  hu¬ 
man  forefight  could  judge,  its  fe- 
curity  was  now  eflabl idled.  The 
directors,  notwithftanding,  dill  op- 
pofed  an  increafe  of  dividend  ;  and 
upon  a  ^notion  being  made  for  that 
piirpofe,  they  infilled  on  a  ballot, 
by  which  the  decifion  was  evaded 
for  a  day  or  two.  Another  gene¬ 
ral  court  being  called,  this  long- 
centered  quellion  was  decided  by 
ballot,  and  the  dividend,  which 
was  to  take  place  from  the  enfuing 
Chriftmas,  was  increafed,  by  a 
prodigious  majority,  from  fix  to 
ten  per  cent. 

We  fhali  take  no  farther  notice 
of  the  fquabbles  between  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Eaft-India  company; 
Vve  have  already  feen  that  they  had 
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brought  on  them  the  attention  of 
the  minillry :  a  little  time  more 
gave  them  an  earned  of  the  confe- 
quences  :  and  as  the  difpofition  of 
their  affairs  was  in  a  great  meafure 
taken  out  of  their  own  hands,  we 
are  from  that  time  to  confider  them 
not  as  a  private  but  a  public  ob- 
jeft. 

Such  was  the  fituation  of  affairs 
when  the  parliament  met  in  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  winter  1766.  The 
fpeech  from  the  throne  obferved, 
that  the  high  price  of  wheat,  and 
the  great  demand  for  it  from  a- 
broad,  had  occafioned  their  being 
affembled  fo  early.  It  took  notice 
of  the  urgent  necefljty  that  occa¬ 
fioned  an  exertion  of  the  royal  au¬ 
thority,  for  the  prefervation  of  the 
public  fafety,  by  laying  an  em¬ 
bargo  on  wheat  and  wheat- flour 
going  out  of  the  kingdom.  Itex- 
pre.ffed  a  warm  fenfe  of  the  late 
daring  infurreclions ;  a  refolution 
that  the  criminals  fhould  be  punifh- 
ed,  and  obedience  to  the  govern¬ 
ment  and  the  laws  refiored, 

T .  '  1  < 

P.  VIII. 


A  bill  of  indemnity  for  thofs  concerned  in  the  late  embargo,  brought  in  ; 
.great  debates  thereon  ;  the  bill  pajfed.  "The  bill  for  refraining  all  adis, 
of  the  ajfembly  of  New -York,  brought  in  and  pajfed.  Land  tax  re¬ 
duced  to  three  Jhilltngs  in  the  pound .  Great  debates  upon  India  affairs  ; 

propojals  made  by  the  company  for  an  accommodation  with  government  ;  the 
prcpo/als  accepted,  and  a  bell  pajfed  for  that  pur pofe.  Till  for  regulating 
India  dividends  ;  great  debates  thereon ;  the  bill  pajfes ,  and  the  houfe 
breaks  up. 


IT'  VER  flnee  the  15th  of  Charles 
the  Second,  corn,  when  un¬ 
der  a  certain  price,  might  be  le¬ 
gally  exported.  Whenever  it  had 
been  thought  proper  to  break  in 
upon  this  principle,  it  was  always 
done'  by  act  of  parliament.  But 


when  the  proclamation  was  iffued, 
corn  had  not  reached  the  price, 
within  which  the  exportation  had 
been  permitted.  To  lay  an  em¬ 
bargo  therefore,  by  any  fuppofed 
authority  legally  exifting,  in  the. 
king  and  council  under  fuch  cir- 
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cumftances,  Teemed  to  be  a  difpen- 
Ting  with  an  aft  of  parliament. 
Though  the  laying  of  the  embargo 
on  wheat  was  an  expedient,  and 
probably  at  that  time  a  neceftary 
inealure,  than  which  nothing  could 
be  more  highly  popular,  yet  the 
mode  of  that  tranfaftion  was  looked 
upon  by  the  more  difcerning  in  a 
very  dangerous  light,  as  by  it  the 
crown  Teemed  to  aftume  and  exer- 
cife  a  power  of  difpenfmg  with  the 
laws.  This  was  one  of  the  grie¬ 
vances  which  had  been  the  moil: 
effectually  provided  again  ft  at  the 
revolution  ;  at  which  time  it  was 
declared  to  be  utterly  and  direftly 
contrary  to  the  known  laws,  fta- 
tutes,  and  freedom,  of  the  king¬ 
dom.  To  prevent  therefore  the 
eftabliftiment  of  fo  dangerous  a 
precedent,  and  to  perpetuate  a 
knowledge  to  pofterity,  that  no¬ 
thing  lets  than  a  law  could  proteft 
from  due  punifhment  the  framers 
or  executors  of  an  illegal  aft  ;  and 
at  the  fame  time  to  do  juftice  to 
the  reftitude  of  a  proceeding, 
which,  though  not  authorized  by 
law,  was  done  for  public  good, 
a  bill  was  brought  in 
Nov.  14.  to  indemnify  ail  per- 
fons  who  had  afted  in 
obedience  to  the  late  aft  of  council 
for  the  embargo, 

Thofe  who  condufted  the  mini- 
fterial  bufinefs  in  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons  gave  but  little  oppofition  to 
this  bill  when  it  was  fuggefted  to 
them  ;  a  principal  fervant  of  the 
crown  brought  it  in  ;  and  there 
appeared  on  this  occafion,  for  the 
nrft  time,  plain  marks  of  feme  dif- 
agreemen  t  of  opinion,  and  aliena¬ 
tion  of  afteftion ,  among  themini- 
ftry.  However,  it  was  remarked, 
that,  though  this  bill  provided  for 
the  indemnity  of  the  inferior  of¬ 


ficers,  who  had  afted  under  the 
proclamation,  yet  it  palled  by  the 
council  who  aavifed  it;  and  had 
not  a  preamble  fully  expreftive  of 
the  illegality  of  the  meafure.  In 
thefe  refpefts  the  bill  was  amended 
and  made  perfect.  But  this  pro¬ 
duced  much  altercation  and  de¬ 
bate,  especially  in  the  houfe  of 
lords.  Some  of  the  miniftry  and 
their  friends,  who  had  been  not 
only  the  warmeft  advocates  for  li- 
berty,  but  who  fet  up  as  the  pa¬ 
trons  and  defenders  of  it,  were 
charged  with  fuch  a  change  in  their 
minds  and  opinions,  that  they  vin¬ 
dicated  the  prefent  exertions  of  pre¬ 
rogative,  not  only  from  the  pecu¬ 
liar  circumftances  that  feemed  to 
influence  it,  bin  they  alfo  fupport- 
ed  it  as  a  matter  of  right;  and 
afterted,  that  a  difpenfing  power, 
in  cafes  of  ftate  neceftity,  was  one 
of  the  prerogatives  inherent  to  the 
crown.  This  feeming  deferticn, 
from  the  fide  of  liberty,  to  princi¬ 
ples  fo  direftjy  oppofite,  as  it  had 
fome  fevere  itriftures  made  upon  it 
within  doors,  fo  it  was  the  occaiion 
of  many  pointed  farcafms  without, 
on  the  beaten  fubjeft  of  occafional 
patriotism 

In  the  courfe  of  the  debates  oc¬ 
casioned  by  thefe  high  prerogative 
tenets,  the  real  caufes  of  the  ne¬ 
ceftity  for  the  late  exertion  of 
power  were  firft.  enquired  into ; 
and  then  the  doftrine  of  a  difpenf- 
ing  power  in  fuch  cafes  was  ably 
and  powerfully  attacked.  It  was 
urged,  that  the  miniftry  had  re¬ 
ceived  fuch  information  in  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  Auguft,  of  the  ftate  of 
the  harveft,  the  quantity  of  corn 
in  the  kingdom,  and  of  the  great 
increase  of  its  price  ;  that  they  be¬ 
came  then  as  thoroughly  mailers 
of  the  fubjeft,  and  as  fully  fenfible 
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of  all  the  probable  confequences, 
as  they  had  been  at  any  time  after 
that  period.  That,  from  this  in¬ 
formation,  they  fhould  at  that  time 
have  iffued  a  proclamation  for  the 
parliament  to  meet  on  the  16th  of 
September,  the  day  to  which  it 
was  prorogued,  to  take  that  im¬ 
portant  matter  into  conlideration, 
which  would  have  given  the  mem¬ 
bers  above  thirty  days  notice,  and 
would  have  prevented  every  ap¬ 
pearance  of  neceffity  for  the  minif- 
ters  to  commit  an  illegal  adlion. 

That  on.  the  contrary,  when  the 
diftreffes  of  the  poor  were  rifen  to 
the  higheft  pitch,  they  iffiued,  on 
the  10th  of  September,  an  ineffec¬ 
tual  proclamation  againfi  foreftal- 
iing,  which  could  not  give  them 
the  fmalleft  relief ;  and  on  the  fame 
day  prorogued  the  parliament  from 
the  16th  of  lad  month  to  the  nth 
of  November  following.  That  by 
this  long,  unfeafonable,  and  extra¬ 
ordinary  prorogation,  all  advice 
of  parliament  was  precluded  ;  all 
legal  reilrictions  of  the  export,  as 
well  as  effe&ual  provifions  to  in- 
creafe  the  ftock  of  grain,  were  en¬ 
tirely  put  out  of  the  queftion  ;  and 
in  cafe  of  riots,  tumults,  or  even, 
a  rebellion,  it  was  put  out  of  the 
king’s  power  to  receive  their  affifl- 
ance.  That  the  proclamation  for 
an  embargo  wras  iffued  in  fixteen 
days  after  that  for  fo  long  a  pro¬ 
rogation  ;  though  the  reafons  giv¬ 
en  in  it,  for  fo  extraordinary  an  ex¬ 
ertion  of  authority,  was,  that  his 
majefty  had  not  an  opportunity 
of  taking  the  advice  of  his  par¬ 
liament. 

On  theotherhand,  the  advocates 
for  the  difpenfing  prerogative,  cit¬ 
ing  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Locke,  af- 
ierted,  that  it  was  ridiculous  to 
iuppofe  any  hate  without  a  power 


of  providing  for  the  public  fafety 
in  cafes  of  emergency.  That  this 
power  mull:  in  all  hates  be  lodged 
fomewhere  ;  and  that  in  ours  it 
was  lodged  in  the  king.  They 
maintained  that  this  do&rine  was 
not  contrary  to  the  fecurity  of  the 
conhitution,  or  to  the  fpirit  of  li¬ 
berty,  fince  they  admitted  that  it 
could  be  legally  exerted  only  in 
cafes  of  great  neceffity  during  the 
recefs  of  parliament,  and  when  par¬ 
liament  cannot  be  conveniently  af- 
fembled  ;  that  in  thofe  cafes  the 
evil  cannot  be  very  great,  fince  it  is 
but  forty  days  tyranny  at  worh. 

To  this  it  was  anfwered,  that 
this  dodtrine  of  neceffity  was  the 
very  principle  by  which  all  the  evil 
practices  in  the  reigns  of  the  Stu¬ 
arts  had  been  defended.  That  the 
advocates  for  the  crown  in  the  reign 
of  Charles  the  Firfl,  would  have 
added  this  exception  of  neceffity  to 
the  petition  of  right ;  the  houfe 
of  lords  had  even  come  into  it, 
but,  upon  conference  with  the 
commons,  were  convinced  that  this 
exception  would  have  enervated 
the  whole  law  ;  and  it  was  accord¬ 
ingly  rejected.  As  to  the  plea  of 
neceffity,  this  anfwer  is  ready  in 
the  mouth  of  every  one  ;  that  if  the 
crown  is  the  judge  of  that  necef¬ 
fity,  the  power  is  unlimited,  be- 
caufe  the  difcretion  of  the  prince 
and  his  council  may  apply  it  to 
any  infance  whatever  :  and  fo  dif- 
cretion  degenerates  into  defpotifm. 
Therefore  the  wifdom  of  the  con¬ 
futation  has  excluded  every  difcre- 
tiou  in  the  crown  over  pofitive 
laws,  and  emancipated  a£ts  of  par¬ 
liament  from  the  royal  preroga¬ 
tive,  leaving  the  power  of  fufpen- 
fion,  which  is  but  another  word 
for  a  temporary  repeal,  to  refide 
where  the  legiflature  is  lodged,  to 

which 
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which  only  it  can  belong,  that  is, 
in  king,  lords,  and  commons, 
who  together  conditute  the  only 
fupreme  fovereign  authority  of  this 
government.  Nor  did  parliament 
ever  allow  of  the  difpenfing  pow¬ 
er,  or  any  thing  of  the  kind,  be- 
caufe  it  was  exercifed  under  the 
fpecious  pretence  of  the  fafety  of 
the  nation  being  concerned,  and 
the  whole  kingdom  in  danger, 
which  was  the  ufual  jargon,  and, 
if  true,  implied  the  mod  urgent 
neceffity. 

That  the  recefs  of  parliament, 
or  its  not  being  convenient  to  af- 
femble  it,  are  didin&ions  not 
known  by  the  conditution.  That, 
as  it  is  now  modelled,  the  parlia¬ 
ment  mull:  always  be  in  being, 
ready  to  be  called,  and  that  in  fo 
great  a  degree,  that  even  an  ex¬ 
pired  parliament  revives  when  ne- 
cefiary  to  be  aiTembled,  and  an¬ 
other  is  not  chofen.  That  as  to 
the  laws,  there  are  no  days  in 
which  a£ts  of  parliament  deep. 
They  are  not  like  jurifdidtions, 
that  may  be  evaded  by  going  into 
a  fan&uary.  They  are  of  equal 
force  while  in  being,  at  all  times, 
in  all  places,  and  over  all  perfons ; 
though  made  in  a  fhort  time,  they 
have  a  condant  and  lading  force. 
Adis  of  the  executive  power  are  in¬ 
cident,  temporary,  and  indanta- 
neous  ;  but  adts  of  parliament  are' 
permanent,  made  as  the  general 
rule  by  which  the  fubjedt  is  to  live 
and  be  governed. 

Unlefs  therefore  it  can  be  faid, 
that  the  moment  parliament  breaks 
up,  the  king  Hands  in  its  place, 
and  the  continuance  of  adls  is  re- 
figned  into  his  hands,  he  cannot 
of  right  fufpend  any  more  than  he 
can  make  laws,  both  requiring  the 
fame  power.  The  law  is  above 
10 


the  king;  and  the  crown,  as  well 
as  the  fubjedl,  is  bound  by  it,  as 
much  during  the  recefs  as  in  the 
feilions  of  parliament  ;  becaufe  no 
point  of  time,  nor  emergent  cir- 
cumdance,  can  alter  the  conditu- 
tion,  or  create  a  right  not  antece¬ 
dently  inherent ;  thefe  only  draw 
forth  into  adlion  the  power  that 
before  exided,  but  was  quiefcent. 
There  is  no  fuch  prerogative  in  any 
hour  or  moment  of  time,  as  veds 
the  femblance  of  a  legidative  power 
in  the  crown. 

If  the  crown  had  a  legal  right 
to  fufpend  or  break  through  any 
one  law,  it  mud  have  an  equal 
right  to  break  through  them  all. 
That  no  true  didindtion  can  be 
made  between  the  fu  {pending  power 
and  the  crown's  raiding  money 
without  the  confent  of  parliament. 
That  they  are  precifely  alike,  and 
dand  upon  the  very  fame  ground. 
They  were  born  twins,  lived  toge¬ 
ther,  and  together,  it  was  hoped,, 
were  buried  at  the  revolution,  pad 
all  power  of  refurredlion.  That  if 
any  difference  was  to  be  made,  be¬ 
tween  railing  money  and  the  fuf- 
pending  and  difpenfmg  power,  the 
latter  is  the  mod  dangerous,  as 
that  which  might  do  the  mod  uni- 
verfal  mifchief,  and  with  the  great- 
ed  fpeed,  as  it  includes  the  whole. 
But  that,  as  neither  of  them  ever 
did  belong  to  the  crown,  no  doc¬ 
trine  is  admidible  that  maintains 
either  the  one  or  the  other.  That 
the  prefent  didin&ions  are  only  an 
alleviation  of  the  difpenfing  power 
to  fweeten  it  fo  as  to  go  down,  it 
being  too  naufeous  in  the  full  dink- 
ing  potion.  That  the  fafety  of  the 
crown,  as  well  as  the  fecurity  of 
the  fubjedl,  requires  us  to  fhut  up 
every  avenue  that  leads  to  tyranny; 
and  that  the  fupereminent  prero¬ 
gative 
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gative  of  the  kings  of  England,  by 
which  they  excel  in  glory  all  the 
fovereigns  upon  earth,  is  this,  that 
they  rule  over  freemen*  not  ovef 
flaves. 

Upon  the  whole,  it  was  faid, 
that  if  the  doctrine  of  fufpenfion, 
on  the  plea  of  Hate  nefceffity,  was 
admitted  as  conHitutional,  the  re¬ 
volution  could  be  called  nothing 
but  a  fuccefsful  rebellion,  and  a 
lawlefs  and  wicked  invafion  of  the 
fights  of  the  crown  ;  the  bill  of 
rights,  a  falfe  and  fcandalous  libel , 
and  an  infamous  impofition  both 
on  prince  and  people  ;  and  that 
James  the  Second  neither  abdicated 
nor  forfeited,  but  was  robbed  of  his 
crown . 

In  the  courfe  of  thefe  debates, 
the  neceffity  of  the  embargo  was 
uni  verbally  allowed  ;  and  the  ille¬ 
gality  of  the  authority  was  only 
objefted  to.  It  was  much  to  the 
-p,  fatisfafticn  of  the  pub- 

GC'  lie,  that  this  bill  was 
paffed ;  and  many  were  furprized, 
that  the  gentlemen,  who,  without 
regularly  agreeing  in  principles, 
oppofed  it,  would  hazard  their 
popularity  upon  an  occafion,  that 
did  not  feem  attended  with  any  ap¬ 
parent  advantages  equal  to  the 
rifk. 

The  faftious  turbulent  fpirit, 
which  feemed  to  have  taken  pof- 
feffion  of  the  minds  of  fome  of  our 
North  American  colonies  on  occa- 
iion  of  the  Hamp-aft,  was  far 
from  being  mollified  by  the  lenient 
conceilions  in  their  favour,  and 
the  great  conlideration  fhewn  to 
their  circumHances  by  the  legifla- 
ture.  Not  content  with  the  pri¬ 
vate  afts  of  outrage  that  were  too 
often  repeated,  and  marks  of  dif- 
refpeft  to  government  which  were 
too  frequently  fhewn the  affem- 


bly  of  New  York  had,  in  direft 
opposition  to  the  aft  of  laft  feffion, 
for  the  providing  of  the  troops 
with  necefTaries  in  their  quarters, 
paffed  an  aft  of  affembly,  by  which 
thefe  provifions  were  regulated  and 
fettled  iii  a  mode  of  their  own. 


without  any  regard  to  that  pre¬ 
ferred  by  parliament. 

This  affair,  being  brought  be¬ 
fore  the  houfe,  occafioned  many 
debates ;  and  fome  rigorous  mea- 
fures  were  propofed.  The  general 
opinion,  however,  was  rather  td 
bring  them  to  temper,  arid  a  fenfe 
of  their  duty,  by  afts  ofihoderation, 
which  fhould  at  the  fame  time 
fufficiemly  fuppott  the  dignity  of 
the  legiilature,  than  by  rigorous 
meafrires  to  inflame  Hill  farther 
that  fpirit  of  difeontent  which  was 
already  too  prevalent  among  therm 
Upon  thefe  principles*  T 
a  bill  was  paffed,  by  Iune  ’5th- 
which  the  governor,  council,  and 
affembly  of  New  York,  were  pro¬ 
hibited  from  paffmg  or  affenting 
to  any  aft  of  affembly,  for  any 
purpofe  whatfoever,  till  they  had 
in  every  refpeft  complied  with  all 
the  terms  of  the  aft  of  parliament. 
This  reHriftion,  though  limited  to 
one  colony,  was  a  leffon  to  them 
all,  and  Hiewed  their  comparative 
inferiority  when  brought  in  ques¬ 
tion  with  the  fupreme  legiHative 
power. 

An  event  which  happened  this 
feffion,  as  it  fhewed  a  want  of 
Hrength  in  the  miniHry,  fo  it  alfd 
made  many  think  that  it  fore¬ 
boded  a  diffolution  to  their  ex- 
iHence  in  that  charafter.  The 
taxes,  with  which  all  the  necef- 
faries  of  life  were  loaded,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  expences  of  the  laH 
war,  lay  fo  heavy  upon  the  labo¬ 
rious  and  manufacturing  part  of 

the 
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the  nation,  that  it  was  thought  more 
proper,  fince  the  conclufion  of  the 
peace,  to  continue  the  land  tax 
at  four  (hillings  in  the  pound,  than 
to  add  to  the  diftreffes  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  by  increasing  thofe  upon  ne- 
ceffaries.  This  was  a  new  meafure  ; 
any  addition  to  the  land-tax,  that 
was  formerly  granted  to  carry  on  a 
war,  was  always  taken  off  at  the 
return  of  peace  ;  but  as  that  cuftom 
had  been  now  for  fome  years  bro¬ 
ken  through,  the  whole  land-tax 
began  to  be  confidered  as  a  part  of 
the  fettled  revenue,  that  was  ap¬ 
pointed  to  anfwer  the  current  Ser¬ 
vices  of  the  year.  It  was  then,  to 
the  great  furpriie  and  disappoint¬ 
ment  of  the  minifters,  that  a  refo- 
lution  paffed  the  houfe.  Supported 
by  a  considerable  majority,  which 
reduced  the  land-tax  for  the  pre¬ 
sent  year  to  three  (hillings  in  the 
pound.  This  was  Said  to  have  been 
the  firft  money  bill,  in  which  any 
miniher  had  been  disappointed  Since 
the  revolution  ;  and  it  was  now 
looked  upon  as  a  Satal  Symptom  of 
weaknefs.  In  this  the  public  was 
however  miftaken,  though  appear¬ 
ances  Seemed  ftrcngly  to  counte¬ 
nance  the  opinion. 

The  great  bufinefs  of  the  feffion 
was  that  of  the  EafUIndia  com¬ 
pany,  from  whence  great  expecta¬ 
tions  had  been  conceived,  and  on 
which  violent  debates  arofe  in  both 
houfes  ;  as  this  matter  involved 
conftitutional  points  of  the  higheft 
nature,  and  indeed  was  in  all  re- 
fpedts  of  great  importance.  It  was 
remarked,  that  though  it  feemed 
the  capital  minifterial  meafure ; 
yet,  whether  from  difapprobation 
of  the  mode  and  principles  of 
the  enquiry,  or  from  fome  discon¬ 
tent  among  themfelves,  is  uncer¬ 
tain  ;  but  the  principal  officers  of 
the  crown  in  the  houfe  of  com- 
Vol.  X. 


mons  Seemed  from  the  beginning 
very  much  referved  in  this  affair. 

A  committee  had  -*T  , 

been  appointed  early  °V*  2i> 
in  the  feffion,  to  look  into  the  (late 
and  condition  of  the  company,  it 
was  Some  time  after  ordered,  after 
feveral  warm  debates,  that  copies 
of  the  company’s  charters,  their 
treaties  with,  and  grants  from  the 
country  powers  ;  together  with 
their  letters  and  correfpondence  to 
and  from  their  Servants  in  India; 
the  (late  of  their  revenues  in  Ben¬ 
gal,  Bahar,  Orixa,  and  other 
places,  fhould  all  be  laid  before 
the  houfe :  alfo  an  account  of  all 
expences  incurred  by  government 
on  the  company’s  account;  whe¬ 
ther  in  the  naval,  military,  or 
whatever  other  departments.  Great 
part  of  the  feffion  was  confumed 
in  fruitlefs  difcuffions.  Violent 
animofities  arofe  ;  and  all  the  to¬ 
pics  were  bandied  about,  which 
can  agitate  the  minds  of  a  people, 
on  one  hand  jealous  of  their  li¬ 
berties,  and  on  the  other,  eager 
by  every  means  to  relieve  the 
burthened  (late  of  their  finan¬ 
ces. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  rigorous 
Scrutiny,  an  order  was  made  for 
printing  the  Eaft  India  papers. 
The  court  of  diredtors  upon  this 
prefented  a  petition.  Setting  forth 
the  great  injury  it  would  be  to  the 
company,  and  the  many  ill  confe- 
quences  that  would  probably  at¬ 
tend  the  printing  of  the  private 
correfpondence  between  them  and 
their  Servants.  Upon  this,  a  mo¬ 
tion  being  made  to  difcharge  the 
former  order,  a  debate  enfued  ;  but 
it  was  at  laft  agreed  that  the  pri¬ 
vate  correfpondence  (hould  not  be 
printed. 

Great  queftions,  though  not  for¬ 
mally  put,  arofe  and  were  difcuffed 
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In  the  courfe  of  this  enquiry.  A- 
mong  others,  the  right  of  the  com¬ 
pany  to  their  territorial  acquifi- 
lions  was  called  in  queftion.  It 
was  argued  that  they  had  no  right 
by  their  charters  to  any  conqueft  : 
that  fuch  pofleffions  in  the  hands 
of  a  trading  corporation  were  im¬ 
proper  and  dangerous  ;  and  that 
If  it  were  even  legally  and  politi¬ 
cally  right  that  they  fhould  hold 
thofe  territories,  yet  the  vaft  ex¬ 
penditure  of  government,  in  the 
protection  of  that  company,  gave  it 
a  fair  and  equitable  title  to  the  re¬ 
venues  arifmg  from  the  conquefts. 

Thofe  who  maintained  the  rights 
of  the  company,  denied  that  the 
crown  had  made  any  refervation  of 
fuch  requifition  as  had  been  made 
by  it.  That  it  was  a  dangerous  in- 
fringement  on  property  and  public 
faith  to  queftion  them,  as  the  com¬ 
pany  had  purchafed  its  charters 
from  the  public,  and  that  they 
were  confirmed  by  aft  of  parlia¬ 
ment.  That  if  the  crown  had  any 
right  to  the  pofifefiions  of  that  body 
In  India,  the  courts  were  open  for 
the  trial  of  that  claim;  that  the 
houfe  of  commons  was  not  by  the 
conftitution,  the  interpreter  of  laws, 
or  the  decider  of  legal  rights ;  that 
it  would  be  of  the  moft  fatal  con- 
fequence  to  the  liberties  of  Great 
Britain,  if  ever  they  fhould  af- 
fume  it.  That  as  to  the  equitable 
right  pretended  from  the  expences 
of  government,  the  company  ftood 
as  fair  in  that  light  as  the  crown, 
they  having  expended  much  greater 
fums  in  acquiring  the  difputed  ter¬ 
ritories  and  revenues. 

Upon  thefe  topics,  this  great 
point  was  debated  ;  and  though 
It  was  frequently  taken  up,  the 
houfe  appeared  difmclined  to  the 
determination  of  a  queftion  teem¬ 
ing  with  fuch  important  confe- 


quences.  A  great  man,  then  at 
the  head  of  the  finances,  declared 
fully  again  ft  trial  of  fuch  a  right,  in. 
fuch  a  court  as  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons,  and  ftrenuoufly  recommend¬ 
ed  an  amicable  agreement  with  the 
company. 

On  the  other  fide,  a  large  party 
of  the  proprietors  of  Eaft  India 
ftock,  tho’  they  ftrenuoufly  main¬ 
tained,  that  the  company  was  fully 
entitled  by  law  to  enjoy  the  benefit 
of  the  territorial  acquifitions  it  had 
made  in  India,  during  the  remain¬ 
ing  term  of  its  charter  ;  yet  thought 
it  would  be  happy,  by  a  reafon- 
able  compofition  to  prevent  all 
doubtful  events.  Many  meetings 
were  held  to  this  purpofe,  and 
many  fchemes  and  propofals,  by 
the  direftors  and  others,  were  laid 
before  the  company. 

In  the  mean  time  a  A/r  ,  , 
general  court  was  held,  iay 
wherein  the  dividend  for  the  en~ 
fuing  half  year,  to  commence  at 
Midfurrimer,  was  declared  to  be 
fix  and  a  quarter  per  cent,  and 
about  the  fame  time,  a  fcheme  of 
propofals  for  an  accommodation 
was  agreed  to.  Thefe  were  laid 
before  the  miniftrv,  which  by  this 
time  was  publicly  known  to  have 
unfortunately  fallen  into  a  ftate 
of  luch  diftraftion,  that  they  had 
no  opinions  in  common.  Ac¬ 
cordingly  they  fhifted  the  propo¬ 
fals  from  one  to  another,  and 
could  come  to  no  determination 
upon  them,  what  to  accept,  or 
vvhat  to  refufe.  So  that  the  mi- 
mftry  declining  to  take  any  part 
in  the  negociation  out  of  the 
houfe,  a  petition  was  prefented 
to  parliament,  which  , 

contained  two  fets  of  2Ct“8 
propofals  for  a  temporary  agree¬ 
ment,  which  was  to  laft  for  three 
years. 


By 
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By  the  firft  of  thefe  propofals, 
the  government  were  to  grant  the 
company  fome  advantages  with  re- 
fpedt  to  the  inland  duties  on  their 
teas,  and  a  drawback  on  the  ex¬ 
portation  of  them  to  Ireland  and 
the  colonies,  and  fome  others  re- 
fpe&ing  raw  filk,  calicoes,  muf- 
lins,  the  recruiting  fervice  and 
military  {lores.  That  in  return, 
after  deducing  400,0001.  a  year, 
in  lieu  of  the  company’s  former 
commercial  profits  ;  the  nett  pro¬ 
duce  of  all  the  remaining  revenues 
and  trade,  after  deducting  all 
charges,  were  to  be  equally  di¬ 
vided  between  the  government  and 
the  company ;  provided  that  the 
company’s  property  in  the  new 
acquifitions  continued  for  three 
years. 

By  the  fecond  propofals,  the 
company  offered,  upon  the  fame 
terms,  to  pay  the  fpecific  fum  of 
400,0001.  a  year,  for  three  years, 
by  half  yearly  payments  ;  and  to 
indemnify  the  public  for  any  lofs 
the  revenue  might  be  at,  by  grant¬ 
ing  the  advantages  which  they  re¬ 
quired  in  the  tea  trade  ;  if  the  ad¬ 
vanced  confumpticn  of  it,  taken 
at  an  average  of  five  years,  did 
not  anfwer  that  end.  The  pe¬ 
tition  concluded  with  a  pathetic 
remomirance  to  the  houfe,  to  in¬ 
treat  they  would  confider  the  im¬ 
minent  dangers  to.  which,  in  many 
critical  conjunctures,  their  pro¬ 
perties  had  been  often  expofed  ; 
the  very  large  fums  they  had  ex¬ 
pended  fince  the  commencement 
of  the  wars  in  India,  in  which 
they  had  never  been  the  aggreffors  ; 
the  low  dividends  which,  notwith- 
ffanding  their  few  Ioffes  at  fea, 
they  had  received  during  a  courfe 
of  years ;  whilft  the  public  remain¬ 
ed  in  the  uninterrupted  poffeffion 


of  an  annnal  revenue,  arifins:  from 
the  company’s  trate,  of  the  full 
value  of  one  third  of  their  capi¬ 
tal.  They  laftly  appealed  to  the 
favour  and  protection  of  the  houfe, 
and  flattered  themfelves,  that  the 
circumftances  mentioned  would  in¬ 
title  them  to  that  candour  and  jus¬ 
tice,  which  have  ever  been  the  cha- 
raCteriftics  of  the  Britifh  fenate. 

Thefe  latter  propofals  were  ac¬ 
cepted  by  the  houfe,  with  this  dif¬ 
ference  only,  that  the  agreement 
was  limited  to  two  in- 
flead  of  three  years, 
and  a  bill  was  accordingly  palled 
upon  thefe  terms. 

A  meffage  from  the  miniftry 
had  been  read  at  the  general  court, 
which  declared  the  laft  increafe 
of  dividend,  recommending  to  the 
company  to  make  no  augmenta¬ 
tion  of  it,  till  their  affairs,  were 
further  confidered  of.  This  mef- 
fage  not  producing  the  defigned 
effeCt,  two  bills  were  brought  in¬ 
to  the  houfe,  one  for  regulating 
the  qualifications  of  voters  in  trad¬ 
ing  companies,  and  the  other  for 
further  regulating  the  making  of 
dividends  by  the  Eaft  India  com¬ 
pany. 

By  the  laff  of  thefe  bills  the  late 
aCt  of  the  company  was  rescinded, 
and  they  were  tied  down  from  rail¬ 
ing  their  dividends  above  ten  per 
cent,  till  the  next  meeting  of  parli¬ 
ament.  This  bill  met  with  great 
oppofition  ;  the  former  debates 
were  renewed  with  more  warmth 
than  ever,  and  the  company  ineffec¬ 
tually  petitioned  againil  it. 

The  com;  '  >y  alfo  made  a  pro- 
pofal,  that  if  this  bill,  which  ftruck 
fo  immediately  at  their  privileges, 
was  laid  afide,  they  would  bind 
themfelves  from  any  farther  in¬ 
creafe  of  dividend,  during  the  time 
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of  the  temporary  agreement.  This 
propofal  was  as  ineffectual  as  the 
petition. 

The  advocates  for  the  bill,  be- 
fides  many  of  thofe  arguments, 
which  have  already  appeared  in 
the  courfe  of  the  former  difputes 
between  the  members  of  the  com¬ 
pany,  feemed  to  ground  their  mo¬ 
tives  on  the  following  principles. 
To  prevent  the  payment  of  a  high¬ 
er  dividend  than  the  circumltances 
of  the  company  could  afford,  with¬ 
out  endangering  their  credit.  To 
regulate  the  dividend  in  fuch  a 
manner,  as  to  put  an  end  to  the 
fluctuation  of  that  flock,  which, 
if  allowed  to  go  on,  was  not  only 
likely  to  introduce  a  pernicious 
fpirit  of  gaming,  but  would  alfo 
tend  to  keep  down  the  other 
flocks,  the  rife  of  which  is  a  great 
means  of  reducing  the  interefl  of 
the  national  debt.  That  no  en¬ 
croachment  might  be  made  by  any 
dividend  of  the  company,  upon 
the  revenue  of  its  late  territorial 
acquifitions,  fo  that  the  claim  of 
the  public  may  fuffer  no  lofs,  till 
that  affair  was  finally  decided. 

On  the  other  fide,  the  oppofers 
to  the  bill  fhewed,  that  by  the 
flate  of  the  company’s  affairs, 
which  were  laid  before  the  parlia¬ 
ment,  it  was  evident  that  they 
were  in  circumflances  able  to  make 
a  much  greater  increafe  of  divi¬ 
dend,  without  in  any  degree  affeCt- 
ing  their  credit  ;  as  it  appeared 
that  they  had  effeCts  not  only 
amp’y  fufikient  to  difcharge  every 
juft  demand,  but  that,  after  even 
repaying  their  capital,  a  prodigi¬ 
ous  furplus  would  (till  remain  ;  and 
that  a  doubt  of  their  being  able 
to  divide  8o,oool.  among  them- 
felves,  when  they  were  allowed 
to  be  in  circumflances  to  pay  the 
government  400,000!.  a  year. 


could  fcarcely  deferve  a  ferious 
confideraticm. 

It  was  faid,  that  if  a  bill  for  re¬ 
ft  raining  the  future  dividend  of  the 
company  were  proper,  upon  the 
ideas  of  fixing  and  preventing  a 
fluctuation  in  the  price  of  its 
flock  ;  that  end  required  only 
that  the  dividend  fhould  be  fixed, 
without  any  regard  to  the  quantum 
of  it,  and  may  be  as  well  attained 
by  a  dividend  of  i2f  as  of  10  per 
cent.  That  this  is  fo  far  from 
being  any  part  of  the  real  purpofe 
of  the  prefent  bill,  that  the  fliort 
period  to  which  the.  reftriClion  is 
confined,  cannot  but  increafe,  in- 
ftead  of  preventing  that  fluctua¬ 
tion  ;  and  encourage,  inftead  of 
checking  the  infamous  practices 
of  the  alley.  For  that  the  paflions 
of  men  would  be  warmly  agitated 
during  the  fummer,  in  fpeculating 
on  the  probability  of  this  reftric- 
tion  being  fuffered  to  expire  on 
the  opening  of  the  next  feffion,  or 
of  its  being  farther  continued. 
That  the  propofal  made  by  the 
company,  of  fubmitting  to  a  re- 
ftriCtion  of  dividend  of  i2§  per 
cent,  during  the  temporary  agree¬ 
ment,  would  have  obviated  all 
thofe  mifchiefs,  and  fecured  every 
good  end  which  might  have  been 
propofed,  but  cannot  be  attained 
by  the  prefent  bill ;  with  this  ad* 
ditional  advantage,  that  as  it  would 
have  been  done  with  their  confent, 
it  would  have  been  liable  to  no  ob¬ 
jection  of  injuftice  or  violence. 

That  the  arguments  which  had 
been  made  ufe  of,  on  a  fuppofition 
that  the  right  to  the  territorial 
acquifitions  in  the  Eaft  Indies 
was  not  lodged  in  the  company, 
but  in  the  public  ;  if  admitted  as 
one  of  the  grounds  of  the  bill,  was 
a  precedent  of  the  moft  dangerous 
nature ;  for  the  company  being  in 
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poffefiion,  and  no  claim  againft 
them  being  fo  much  as  made,  much 
lefs  eftablifhed,  it  would  be  high¬ 
ly  dangerous  to  the  property  of 
the  fubjeft,  and  extremely  unbe¬ 
coming  the  juftice  and  dignity  of 
parliament,  by  extrajudicial  opi¬ 
nions,  to  call  into  queftion  the  le¬ 
gality  of  fuch  a  pofteflion. 

Many  other  objections  were 
made,  as  well  to  the  form  of  this 
bill,  as  to  the  principles  on  which 
it  was  founded  ;  and  the  probable 
confequences  that  might  attend  it, 
were  placed  in  a  ftrong  point  of 
view.  Among  the  reft  it  was  ob- 
ferved,  that  a  legiflative  interpofi- 
tion  controuling  the  dividend  of  a 
trading  company,  which  had  been 
legally  voted  and  declared  by  thofe 
to  whom  the  power  of  doing  it 
was  intruded,  and  to  whom  there 
was  no  ground  to  impute  an  abufe 
of  that  power  ;  who  had  lent  their 
money  to  the  public  upon  the  ex- 
prefs  ftipulation  that  they  might 
exercife  their  difcretion  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  dividends,  provided 
that  their  effects,  undivided,  were 
fufficient  to  anfwer  their  debts  ; 
was  altogether  without  example. 
That,  as  it  tended  to  leffen  the  idea 
of  that  fecurity  and  independence 
of  the  power  of  the  ftate,  which 
had  induced  ail  Europe  to  depoftt 
their  money  in  the  funds  of  Great 
Britain,  the  precedent  may  be  at¬ 
tended  with  the  moft  fatal  con¬ 
fequences  to  public  credit. 

All  thefe  reafons,  and  many  others 

which  were  given,  proved  entirely 

ineffectual  ;  the  bill  was  carried 

through  a  great  oppofition  in  both 

■r  /r.u  houfes ;  in  the  upper 
June  26th.  houfc  ,ords  v^,d 

for  it,  and  44.  againft  it  ;  and  a 
ftrong  and  nervous  proteft  was  en¬ 
tered  againft  it,  figned  by  19  lords. 


An  end  was  at  length  put 
to  this  tedious  feftion  of 
parliament ;  after  it  had  fat  al- 
moft  the  whole  fummer. 

The  great  hopes  which  had  been 
formed,  in  the  beginning,  of  the 
ftrength  and  confiftence  of  the  new 
miniftry,  which  it  was  fuppofed, 
would  aft  entirely  under  the  guid¬ 
ance  of  the  late  great  commoner, 
now  a  noble  earl,  began  very  early 
to  wear  off.  Though  the  noble 
lord  in  queftion  had  loft  much  of 
his  popularity  by  the  acceptance 
of  a  peerage,  and  fome  other  parts 
of  his  conduct ;  yet  many  were 
Hill  inclined  to  expeCt  great  nati¬ 
onal  advantages  from  his  being 
at  the  head  of  an  adminiftration 
of  his  own  forming.  Thefe  hopes, 
whether  well  or  ill  founded,  were 
nipped  in  the  bud ;  the  noble  lord, 
in  fome  time  after  the  opening  of 
the  feftion,  fell  into  fo  bad  a  ftate  of 
health,  that  after  an  unfuccefsful 
trial  of  the  Bath  waters,  he  was 
obliged  to  relinquifh  all  attention 
to  bufinefs ;  in  which  fituation  he 
feems  to  have  continued  ever  fince. 

This  misfortune  loofened  the 
bands  that  ihould  have  cemented 
the  other  members  of  adminiftra¬ 
tion  :  They  had  moft  of  them, 
upon  late  occaftons,  publicly  ac¬ 
knowledged  their  inability  as  in¬ 
dividuals  to  undertake  the  arduous 
talk  of  government ;  and  centered 
their  whole  hopes  upon  the  fu- 
perior  abilities  of  the  nobleman 
we  have  mentioned.  His  incapa¬ 
city  having  now  left  them  with¬ 
out  a  head,  there  was  no  weight 
left  to  preferve  a  proper  union 
or  fubordination,  fo  that  they  dis¬ 
agreed  both  in  meafures  and  opi* 
nions ;  and  the  public  were  at  a 
lofs  where  to  look  for  the  mini- 
fter. 


C  HR  O- 


46*] 


ANNUAL  REGISTER 


1 


CHRONICLE. 


JANUARY. 

1.  /|  T  his  majefty’s  royal  pow- 
der-mills  at  Feverfham, 
this  morning  about  five  minutes 
after  the  clock  ftruck  twelve,  a 
ftove,  in  which  were  25  barrels  of 
gunpowder,  blew  up  ;  happily  no 
perfon  was  near  at  the  time.  The 
explofion  was  fo  great,  as  to  be 
heard  20  miles  diftant.  Many  win¬ 
dows  of  the  houfes  in  town  are 
fhattered  in  pieces  ;  and  the  vio¬ 
lence  of  the  ftiock  occaftonqd  the 
floor  of  a  room  to  give  waj\  in 
which  was  a  poor  man  in  bed,  but 
he  received  no  damage. 

At  night,  about  a  quarter  pail 
ten,  a  moil  uncommon  change  of 
weather  happened.  The  evening, 
which  till  then  had  been  a  bright 
ftar-light,  and  remarkably  fcrene, 
varied  on  a  hidden  to  cloudy,/ and 
in  an  inftant  a  moil  terrible  bur  ft 
of  wind  was  heard,  attended  with 
a  furious  Aorm  of  hail  from  the 
north  eaA.  During  this  hurricane, 
windows  Ihook,  houfes  trembled, 
and  a  Arange  milling  was  perceiv¬ 
ed,  as  if  in  the  in  fide  of  the  build¬ 
ings  with  the  perfons  who  inhabit¬ 
ed  them.  Many,  doubtlefs,  were  too 
much  engaged  to  perceive  it,  but 
fuch  as  did,  particularly  thofe,  who 
by  their  fltuation  lay  expofed  to 
the  north  and  the  north-eaA,  were 
not  lefs  furprifed  than  alarmed. 
Happily  the  Aorm  did  not  lall 


longer  than  two  minutes,  other- 
wife  its  effe&s  muA  have  been 
dreadful ;  and  we  did  not  hear  of 
any  damage  being  done,  except 
the  throwing  down  the  gable  end 
of  one  houfe  in  Weftrninfter,  with 
fome  chimnies  there  and  in  other 
parts  of  the  town. 

Great  damages  were  done  ^ 
by  the  high  wind  and  tide,  in 
the  river  Thames,  by  goods  being 
fpoiled  and  damaged  in  cellars  and 
warehoufes  on  both  fldes  of  the 
river.  Several  boats  were  overfet, 
and  twenty-feven  perfons  loft  their 
lives.  The  whole  damage  is  efti- 
mated  at  50,000  1.  . 

Near  Rochford  Hundred,  in  Ef- 
fex,  two  fmall  iftands  were  entirely 
overflowed,  the  tide  ran  over  the 
tops  of  the  higheft  fea  walls,  and 
the  low  grounds  and  marflies.  fuf- 
fered  considerably. 

Ax  Eyemouth  the  fea  breached 
over  mahy  of  the  houfes,  the  high 
A:reet  was  like  a  little  fea,  and 
the  confternation  of  the  inhabitants 
was  inexpreflibie. 

At  Aldborough  in  Suffolk,  the 
fea  flowed  in  at  the  windows  of 
feveral  houfes,  bore  down  a  few, 
and  damaged  many.  The  inha¬ 
bitants  were  driven  to  the  greatell 
diftrefs.  A  large  breach  was  made 
in  the  chalk  wall  near  Ipfwich,  the 
marfhes  laid  under  water,  and  da¬ 
mages  done  to  a  large  amount. 

The  navigation  of  the  ri¬ 
ver  Thames  was  ftopt  at  Ful¬ 
ham- 
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ham-bridge  by  the  feverity  of  the 
weather. 

,  ,  Peter  the  wild  man,  who 

1  ’  was  taken  in  the  Hartz  Foreft 
in  Hanover  when  a  youth,  and  fent 
as  a  prefent  to  his  late  majefty  on 
his  acceffion  to  the  throne,  was 
brought  from  Chefhunt  in  Hert- 
fordihire,  (where  he  had  been  kept 
for  many  years  at  the  expence  of 
30  b)  to  be  feen  by  the  royal  fa¬ 
mily.  He,  like  Shakefpear’s  Ca¬ 
liban,  can  fetch  wood  and  water, 
but  can  fpeak  no  language  articu¬ 
lately.  The  tale  in  the  papers  of 
his  being  a  poor  Hanoverian  ideot, 
fent  here  in  a  drunken  frolic  to  be 
maintained,  deferves  contempt. 

Daniel  Eckland,  one  of  the  rio¬ 
ters  under  fentence  of  death  at 
Reading,  was  executed  without  the 
leaft  tumult. 

Three  of  the  rioters  condemned 
at  Gloucefter  were  executed  there  ; 
and  the  behaviour  of  one  of  the 
fufferers  was  very  affefling,  and 
made  a  deep  impreffion  on  the 
fpe&ators  ;  of  the  other  two  little 
can  be  faid,  one  was  ill,  and  the 
other  very  ignorant. 

James  Kitlety,  broad-cloth  wea¬ 
ver  at  Bradford,  one  of  the  ring¬ 
leaders  of  the  gang  of  rioters  who 
robbed  the  warehoufes  at  Brad¬ 
ford  of  bacon,  &c,  and  who  re¬ 
ceived  fentence  of  death  for  that 
fadt  at  Salifbury  affizes,  was  exe¬ 
cuted  at  Filherton  gallows,  amidft 
a  vaft  crowd  of  people  who  were 
very  deeply  affedled  at  his  unhappy 
fate. 

1  Samuel  Orton,  aged  ferty- 
*4  ’  three,  in  a  mourning  coach, 

William  Thornhill,  aged  twenty- 
fix,  commonly  called  capt.  Thorn- 
i  hill,  in  the  firft  cart,  for  different 
;  forgeries  ;  and  William  Walker 
and  William  Johnfton,  for  a  foot¬ 
pad  robbery,  both  feamen,  and 


each  under  twenty- feven  years  old, 
in  the  fecond  cart,  were  conveyed 
from  Newgate,  and  executed  at 
Tyburn,  Thornhill  had  ferved 
fome  years  in  the  army  abroad ;  he 
had  put  off  his  trial,  ever  fince 
laft  June  feffion.  When  they  came 
to  the  place  of  execution,  they 
behaved  devoutly  and  penitently. 
Mr.  Orton  took  leave  of  fome 
friends  with  great  composure;  but 
Thornhill,  before  the  cart  drew 
from  under  them,  put  up  his  cap 
live  times,  Teeming  very  unwilling 
to  leave  this  world.  After  having 
hung  the  ufual  time,  the  bodies  of 
Orton  and  Thornhill  were  taken 
away  in  hearfes  :  Johnfon’s  was 
put  into  a  coffin,  and  Walker 
carried  off  by  the  bailors,  who 
attended  there  for  that  purpofe. 
Mr.  Orton  was  the  firft  crimi¬ 
nal  (except  Lord  Ferrers)  that 
has  gone  to  Tyburn  in  a  coach, 
fince  the  unfortunate  Mr.  Baker, 
fugar  -  refiner,  who  was  execut¬ 
ed  many  years  ago.  William  Col¬ 
lins  and  John  Winter  were  re- 
fpited. 

The  great  duchefs  of  Tufcany 
was  happily  delivered  of  a  prin- 
cefs  :  The  young  princefs  was 
chriffened  the  fame  evening  by  the 
names  Maria,  Terefa,  Giufeppe, 
Charlotta,  Giovanna.  The  cere¬ 
mony  was  performed  by  the  arch- 
bifhop  of  Florence,  in  the  pre¬ 
fence  of  the  great  duke. 

The  Seffions  ended  at  the  . 
Old  Bailey,  when  three  re-  *7tl# 
ceived  fentence  of  death  ;  one  to 
be  tranfported  for  14.  years,  and 
nineteen  for  feven  years ;  four  were 
branded,  and  three  ordered  to  be 
whipped. 

Among  thofe  who  received  fen¬ 
tence  of  death,  was  John  Wil- 
liamfon,  for  the  barbarous  murder 
of  his  wife,  by  confining  her  in  a 
2  mod 
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mod  cruel  manner,  and  ftarving  her 
to  death.  The  poor  unhappy  crea¬ 
ture  was  a  kind  of  idiot,  who  hav¬ 
ing  a  fum  of  money  left  for  her 
maintenance,  Williamfon  to  poffefs 
himfelf  of  the  money  found  means 
to  marry  her.  They  were  firft  afked 
in  church,  but  her  truftee  forbad  the 
banns;  the  villain,  however,  pro¬ 
cured  a  licence,  and  about  8  months 
ago  they  were  married  ;  fince  which, 
the  ufage  the  unhappy  creature  re. 
ceived  has  been  one  continued  fcene 
of  cruelty.  He  had  driven  a  ftrong 
ffaple  into  the  wall  of  a  clofet  in 
the  room  where  they  lodged,  and 
to  this  ftaple  he  daily  tied  her  with 
a  rope  which  he  drew  round  her 
middle,  her  hands  being  fattened 
behind  her  with  iron  handcuffs, 
and  the  little  fuftenance  flie  receiv¬ 
ed  was  laid  upon  a  flielf,  juft  with¬ 
in  the  reach  of  her  mouth,  fo  that 
if  fhe  dropt  any  part  of  it  fhe 
could  not  again  recover  it ;  and  fo 
very  barbarous  was  this  inhuman 
villain,  that  he  often  tied  her  up 
fo  tight  that  her  toes  only  reached 
the  ground,  and  if  his  daughter 
endeavoured  to  alleviate  her  mifery 
by  fetting  a  ftool  for  her  to  ftand 
on,  he  ufed  to  beat  her  unmerciful¬ 
ly.  In  this  manner  fhe  languifhed 
till  fhe  became  a  frightful  fkeleton, 
and  when  fhe  was  fo  far  reduced 
that  her  ftomach  loathed  food,  he 
releafed  her,  let  loofe  her  hands, 
and  fet  coarfe  meat  before  her,  and 
tempted  her  with  tender  words  to 
eat,  with  a  view'  to  fereen  himfelf 
from  juftice.  In  a  day  or  two  after 
this  fhe  died  a  fhocking  fight,  no 
flefh  upon  her  bones,  and  the  fkin 
that  enclofed  them  covered  with 
vermin. 

jofeph  Alexander,  a  negro,  was 
found  guilty  of  perjury,  in  fwear- 
i ng  an  affidavit  in  the  commons. 


that  Charlotte,  daughter  to  hfr, 
Robert  Nefbit,  of  Marybone,  was 
aged  twenty-one  years  and  up¬ 
wards,  upon  which  he  married  her 
without  her  friends  confent :  It 
appeared  at  that  time  fhe  was  but 
fixteen  years  and  ten  months  of  age. 
The  above  Alexander  was  a  fervant 
to  the  Duke  de  Nivernois,  when 
that  minifter  was  lately  in  England ; 
but  ttaying  after  his  matter,  and 
getting  an  acquaintance  with  Mr. 

— - ,  a  tradefman  at  the  weft  end 

of  the  town,  he  offered  to  teach  his 
daughter  French,  which  offer  being 
accepted,  he  had  admiffion  to  Mils 

- ,  who  fell  in  love  with,  and 

married  him. 

Came  on  to  be  tried  at  Hicks’s 
hall,  an  indidlment  againft  Tho¬ 
mas  Pratten,  a  bricklayer,  in  Iron¬ 
monger  row,  Old-ftreet,  for  refus¬ 
ing  to  take  on  him  the  office  of 
conftable,  having  been  thereto  e- 
le&ed  by  the  feledt  veftry  and  elders 
of  St.  Luke’s  parifh.  After  a  fhort 
trial,  and  hearing  the  learned  argu¬ 
ments  of  the  council  on  each  fide, 
it  plainly  appeared  to  the  fatisfac- 
tion  of  the  court  and  jury,  that  this 
cuftom,  for  the  felefl  vettries  to 
nominate  conftables,  notwithftand- 
ing  it  was  fupported  by  the  evidence 
of  a  w'orthy  magiftrate,  and  fome 
other  antients  in  the  parifh  (who 
all  declared  the  cuftom  had  fub- 
fifted  near  fixty  years)  was  yet  ille¬ 
gal  and  contrary  to  law  ;  therefore 
the  jury,  without  going  out  of 
court,  honourably  acquitted  Mr. 
Pratten, — By  this  verdift  it  plainly 
appears  that  cuftom,  notwithftand- 
ing  its  longevity,  cannot  be  fup¬ 
ported,  when  contrary  to  the  known 
laws  of  the  land. 

A  few  days  fince,  the  great  quan¬ 
tity  of  ice  cut  the  cable  of  the 
Duke  of  Devonfhire,  bound  to  the 

Straits, 
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Straits,  and  fhe  dropt  upon  her  an¬ 
chor,  which  made  a  hole  in  her 
bottom,  and  funk  her.  Her  lad¬ 
ing  confifting  of  bale  goods,  to 
the  amount  of  20,000 1.  is  confi- 
derably  damaged. 

The  queftion  fo  long  agitated  by 
the  fociety  of  arts  in  relation  to  the 
land  carriage  fifhery>  was  finally 
determined  in  favour  of  Mr.  Blake. 

The  cold  was  fo  exceffive  as  to 
freeze  the  Rhine,  near  Coblentz,  a 
circumftance  which  the  annals  of 
that  city  record  as  a  memorable 
event,  when  in  the  year  1670  the 
waters  of  that  river  were  frozen 
from  the  nth  to  the  17th  of  Ja¬ 
nuary,  and  the  artificers  exercifed 
their  feveral  employments  upon  it, 
as  they  now  do. 

At  Copenhagen  the  cold  is  as 
intenfe  as  it  was  in  1740.  The 
Sound  is  frozen  over,  and  the  com¬ 
munication  open  with  Sweden  on 
the  ice. 

At  Berlin  the  cold  is  more  fevere 
than  it  was  in  the  year  1740. 

Many  perfons,  both  rich  and 
poor,  have  perifhed  with  the  cold 
in  Ruflia  and  many  more  have 
been  devoured  by  wolves  from  the 
forefts. 

What  is  more  aftonifhing,  in 
Italy  the  cold  has  been  fo  fevere  as 
to  drive  the  poor  from  their  habi¬ 
tations  in  the  country,  to  feek  relief 
in  the  cities,  feveral  of  whom  are 
faid  to  have  perifhed  on  the  roads. 

Friday's  great  number  of  larks 
were  difcovered  in  the  hay  carts  in 
Smithfield,  where  they  had  taken 
refuge  from  the  cold,  by  which 
they  were  fo  numbed  that  feveral 
of  them  were  taken  by  the  perfons 
prefent. 

th  J°^n  Williamfon,  a jour- 
^  *  neyman  fhoemaker,  was 

carried  in  a  cart  from  Newgate  to 
Vol.  X. 


Moorfields,  andthereexecutedpur- 
fuant  to  his  fentence,for  the  murder 
of  his  wife,  byftarvingher  to  death; 
the  gallows  was  ere&ed  in  the  cen¬ 
terfronting  Chifwell-flreet.  He  was 
attended  by  two  clergymen  of  the 
church  of  England, and  a  methodifl 
teacher,  who  prayed  by  him  for  a 
full  hour.  It  was  with  much  dif¬ 
ficulty  that  the  cl  rgymen  could 
prevail  upon  him  to  acknowledge 
his  crime;  but  at  lad,  juft  before 
the  cart  drew  off,  one  of  the  cler- 
gymen  informed  the  people,  that 
he  had  confefled  the  murder  ;  and 
further,  that  his  diforderly  life  had 
been  a  principal  means  of  bringing 
him  into  that  unfortunate  fituation, 
and  hoped  the  people  would  pray 
for  his  foul.  He  was  a  tall  man, 
about  forty- fix  years  of  age.  It  is 
fuppofed  there  were  80,000  per¬ 
fons  prefent,  a  great  number  of 
whom  were  women.  It  was  with 
difficulty  that  the  refentment  of  the 
populace  was  reftrained  ;  for  they 
were  prepofleffed  that  the  punifti- 
ment  of  hanging  was  too  mild  for 
fo  heinous  a  crime.  He  feemed  ap« 
prehenfive  of  being  torn  in  pieces, 
and  haftened  the  executioner  to 
perform  his  office. 

A  great  flock  of  larks  fettled  in 
the  market-place  at  Horfham  in 
Suflex,  fo  froft-ftarved,  that  many 
of  them  were  taken  up  by  hand. 

The  fall  of  fnow  has  been  fo 
great  in  South  Wales,  that  all 
communication  there,  except  by 
the  great  poft  roads,  was  cut  off. 
Between  the  mountains  the  fnow  is 
fuppofed  to  be  40  fathom  deep. 

Her  majefty’s  birth-day  was  ce¬ 
lebrated  at  court  with  great  fplen- 
dor.  The  manufactures  of  Great 
Britain  never  appeared  to  more  ad¬ 
vantage,  the  whole  court  being 
drefled  in  fuits  entirely  Britifh. 

[£>]  .  The 
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The  poft-boy  who  carried  the 
mail  from  Bradford  to  Rochdale, 
was  with  his  horfe  frozen  to  death. 

A  fmall  cottage  in  Wales  was 
buried  in  the  fnow,  and,  an  old 
couple  perifhed  before  they  were 
relieved. 

From  the  3d  to  the  14th  inflan t 
it  froze  incefiantiy  at  Paris.  The 
degree  of  cold  was  very  accurate¬ 
ly  obferved  at  the  Royal  College  by 
four  well  regulated  thermometers, 
and  has  been  found  to  exceed  that 
in  1740  by  3  degrees,  and  but  2 
degrees  and  a  half  fhort  of  that  of 

I7°9* 

On  Monday  evening  a  poor  wo¬ 
man  with  a  little  boy  in  her  hand, 
and  another  on  her  back,  travelling 
from  Salifbury  to  Biandford,  and 
miftaking  her  way  in  the  heavinefs 
of  the  fnow,  as  is  fuppofed,  periih¬ 
ed  with  her  two  mifejable  infants, 
and  was  difcovered  by  a  fhepherd’s 
dog,  covered  over  with  fnow  very 
early  the  next  morning.  She  had 
three  farthings  in  her  pocket,  a  bit 
of  bread  and  cheefe,  and  a  rufty 
thimble. 

,  This  day  the  king  of 
i'OL  *  N'aples,who  has  attained  his 
majority,  made  his  public  entry, 
and  went  to  the  metropolitan 
church,  where  TeDeum  was  fung. 
When  his  majefty  was  returned  to 
his  palace,  he  gave  a  private  au¬ 
dience  to  the  prince  de  St.  Nican- 
ilre,  his  late  tutor,  who  gave  up  his 
accounts. 

At  half  after  nine  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  an  earthquake  was  felt  at  Lip- 
ftadt,  the  direction  of  which  was 
from  wed  to  eaft,  and  the  fhock 
was  fo  violent  that  the  windows 
were  broke,  the  doors  burft  open, 
and  the  ice  of  the  Lippe  broken  by 
it  in  feveral  places.  Many  people 
were  terrified,  and  ran  into  the  0- 
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pen  places ;  but  as  the  fhock  faffed 
only  a  few  feconds,  none  of  the 
buildings  were  thrown  down. 

Two  flight  fhocks  of  an  earth¬ 
quake  were  felt  at  Parma  in  Italy, 
one  at  half  pall  8  in  the  morning  ; 
the  other  at  3  quarters  after  nine. 
At  Pifa  feme  chimneys  were  thrown 
down  by  the  violence  of  thefe  fhocks, 
and  the  people  thought  the  end  of 
the  world  was  come. 

A  flight  fhock  of  an  earth-  ^ 
quake  was  felt  at  Hanover, 
but  no  other  damage  enfued  but 
that  of  throwing  the  inhabitants 
into  conffernation. 

Three  fucceffive  fhocks  of  an 
earthquake  were  felt  at  Genoa, 
perhaps  the  fame  as  before,  the 
dates  in  Italy  being  fomevvhat  con- 
fufed. 

Was  held  a  court  of  com¬ 
mon-council,  when  it  was 
unanimoufly  refolved  upon  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Deputy  Roffeter, 
that  on  account  of  the  diftreffes  of 
the  poor  in  this  inclement  feafon, 
one  thoufand-  pounds  fhould  be 
fubferibed  out  of  the  chamber  of 
the  city-;  and  that  a  fubfeription 
book  fhould  be  opened  in  the 
chamberlain’s  office  for  the  dona¬ 
tions  of  all  well  difpofed  perfons  ; 
which  money  is  to  be  appropriated 
to  the  relief  of  fuch  poor  perfons 
inhabiting  within  the  city  and  li¬ 
berties  as  do  not  receive  alms  of  the 
parifh  ;  and  a  committee  was  ap¬ 
pointed,  conlilling  of  the  lord  may¬ 
or,  and  all  the  aldermen,  and  fifty- 
two  commoners,  who  immediately 
withdrew,  and  began  a  fubferip-- 
tion  among  themfelves  ;  to  which 
the  lord  mayor  gave  one  hundred 
pounds,  and  the  reft  of  the  gentle¬ 
men  very  liberally. 

At  this  court  Mr.  Deputy  Pater- 
fon  prefented  a  plan  for  raifing  the 
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fum  of  282,000!.  for  the  purpofe 
of  paying  the  artificers  ofLondon- 
bridge,  completing  the  new  bridge, 
and  redeeming  the  toll  thereon  ; 
embanking  the  river  Thames  be¬ 
tween  Paul’s  wharf  and  Milford- 
lane ;  repairing  the  Royal  Ex¬ 
change,  and  rebuilding  the  gaol  of 
Newgate  ;  and  a  committee  was 
appointed,  to  whom  the  faid  plan 
was  referred ;  whereupon  the  court 
upon  the  motion  of  Mr.  Deputy 
Rofieter  voted  their  thanks  to  de¬ 
puty  John  Paterfon,  Efq;  for  his 
conftant  and  zealous  attention  to 
promote  the  convenience,  orna¬ 
ment  and  emolument  of  the  city, 
and  in  particular,  that,  though  at 
this  time  engaged  in  the  public 
fervice  as  chairman  of  the  commit¬ 
tee  of  ways  and  means  to  the  honour¬ 
able  houfe  of  commons,  yet  with 
great  labour  and  expence  he  has 
calculated  and  prefented  to  the 
court,  and,  at  his  own  expence,  dif- 
tributed  to  every  member  of  the 
fame,  a  plan  of  fo  much  utility  to 
this  city. 

The  following  is  an  account  of 
the  toll  taken  at  Blackfryers- bridge 
for  four  weeks. 
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One  Patrick  Redmond  having 
been  condemned,  at  Corkein  Ire¬ 
land,  to  be  hanged  for  a  ftreet  rob¬ 
bery,  he  was  accordingly  executed, 
and  hung  upwards  of  28  minutes, 
when  the  mob  carried  off  the  body 
to  a  place  appoin  ted,  where  he  was, 
after  five  or  fix  hours,  adually 
recovered  by  a  furgeon,  who  made 
the  incifion  in  his  wind- pipe  cal¬ 
led  brohchotomy ,  which  produced 
the  defired  effect.  The  poor  fel¬ 
low  has  fince  received  his  pardon, 
and  a  genteel  collection  has  been, 
made  for  him. 

In  corifequence  of  the  thaw, 
which  began  on  Saturday  at  New- 
caftle,  the  ice  broke  this  day  upon 
the  Tyne  with  a  prodigious  crack, 
and  a  frelh  tide  coming-  down,  car- 
ried  it  to  fea  with  very  little  da¬ 
mage. 

This  morning  between  , 
two  and  three  o’clock,  a  ri° 
fire  broke  out  at  a  baker’s  in  the 
Strand,  oppofite  Hungerford  mar¬ 
ket,  which  in  a  Ihort  time  entirely 
confumed  the  fame,  and  the  bel¬ 
lows- maker’s.  The  flamss  were 
[D]  2  f@ 
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fo  rapid,  that  the  inhabitants  could 
not  have  any  of  their  effects.  The 
apprentice  and fervant  maid  perill¬ 
ed  in  the  dames,  as  likewife  a 
young  woman  big  with  child  :  A 
moil  promifing  youth,  about  fix- 
teen  years  of  age,  elded  fon  of  Mr. 
Wood,  haymaker  in  the  Strand, 
apprentice  to  a  jeweller  who  lodg¬ 
ed  in  the  faid  houfe,  in  order  to 
avoid  being  burnt,  jumped  out  of 
a  two  pair  of  hairs  window  into 
the  hreet,  by  which  means  his 
Ikull  was  fradtured,  and  his  arm, 
two  of  his  ribs,  and  his  back, 
broke  ;  of  which  he  expired  in 
great  agonies,  yellerday  morning. 
A  man  who  lived  in  Moor’s  yard, 
near  St.  Martin’s-lane,  was  killed 
by  the  fall  of  a  large  piece  of  tim¬ 
ber  ;  fo  that  fix  lives  were  loh.  A 
chairman  had  his  arm  broke  ;  and 
one  Mr.  Peele,  a  baker,  v/ho  had 
lately  let  his  drop  to  Mr,  Dixon, 
endeavouring  to  get  out  of  the 
two  pair  of  hairs  window  back¬ 
wards,  by  means  of  a  fpout,  the 
fame  gave  way,  when  he  fell  to  the 
bottom  of  the  area,  but  pitching  on 
his  feet,  he  had  providentially  no 
limbs  broke,  and  is  in  a  fair  way 
to  do  well,  though  terribly  bruifed. 

There  has  been  received  of  fhe- 
riffs  fines  for  building  Blackfriers 
bridge,  fince  the  firh  of  june  1758, 
to  the  prefent  time,  the  fum  of 
16,2001. 

On  Saturday  the  17th  of  Decem¬ 
ber  lah,  a  confiderable  fhock  of 
an  earthquake  was  felt  at  New- 
Hamplhire,  in  North  America, 
about  48  minutes  after  fix  in  the 
evening,  attended  with  a  rumbling 
noife,  though  the  evening  was  fe- 
rene  and  clear. 

On  the  22d  and  23d  of  Odlober 
lah,  a  violent  hurricane  did  confi¬ 
derable  damage  in  the  harbour  of 


Penfacola.  The  Spanifh  flatafroB? 
Vera  Cruz,  for  the  Havannah  and 
Old  Spain,  confiding  of  five  large 
regilter  fhips,  richly  laden,  were 
driven  afhore  in  the  Bay  of  St.  Ber¬ 
nard,  W.  S.  W.  of  Penfacola. 

The  committee  for  re-  ^ 
lieving  the  dihreffes  of  the  "9  11  • 
poor  of  London  met,  and  ordered 
the  fum  of  1315  1 .  to  be  dihributed 
as  an  immediate  relief  to  the  ne~ 
celfitous. 

More  than  300  labourers  were 
employed  by  the  commiffioners  of 
the  new  pavement  in  clearing  the 
hreets  of  Wehminher  of  fnow  and 
ice. 

An  adlion  brought  againh  an  e- 
minent  coal-merchant  in  the  city 
for  felling  fhort  meafure,  was  this 
day  tried,  and  a  verdidl  of  3©  L 
damages  were  given  againh  him, 
with  cohs  of  fuit.  It  appeared 
that  ten  chaldrons  wanted  21 
bufhels. 

A  lady  releafed  from  the  Ma.r- 
fhalfea  prifon  oneand  twenty  debt¬ 
ors,  whofe  debts  were  under  40s. 
each,  and  gave  each  a  fhilling  at 
their  departure. 

At  Ancona,  in  Italy,  famine 
rages  to  that  degree,  that  the  poor 
live  upon  acorns,  and  many  periih. 
for  want  of  that  fupply. 

A  Corfican  Courier,  with  dif- 
patehes  to  Lord  Marifchalcf  Scot¬ 
land,  and  Sir  Andrew  Mitchell, 
was  hopt  at  Hamburgh  on  the  firh 
inharit  in  his  way  to  Berlin,  and 
pahed  a  fevere  examination ;  he 
appeared,  however,  to  be  a  perfon 
of  more  dihinftion  than  he  chofe  to 
own,  and  was  efcorted  in  his  way 
by  a  party  of  the  military. 

Andrew  Stone,  Efq;  her  majef- 
ty’s  treafurer  and  receiver  general, 
has  paid  to  Robert  Dingley,  Efq; 
treafurer  to  the  Magdalen  charity, 
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500I.  as  her  majefty’s  royal  gift 
and  bounty,  towards  building  a 
new  Magdalen-houfe. 

A  few  days  ago  one  Mr.  Bur¬ 
nett,  fchoolmafter  of  Chiphead  in 
Surry,  was  found  dead  on  Banftead 
Downs,  fuppofed  to  have  loft  his 
way  in  the  evening,  and  perilhed 
in  the  fnow. 

A  woman  in  Bifhop- Wearmouth, 
aged  about  80,  has  lately  had  the 
fmall-pox,  and  is  recovered.  What 
is  very  extraordinary,  this  poor 
woman  has  had  feveral  children, 
and  conftantly  nurfed  and  laid  with 
them  when  they  were  in  the  fame 
diforder. 

The  emprefs  queen  has  publilh- 
ed  an  edift,  allowing  the  foldiers 
in  her  army  to  marry  ;  and  com¬ 
manding  the  civil  magiftrates,  who 
formerly  had  orders  to  prevent 
fuch  marriages,  to  facilitate  and 
encourage  them  for  the  future. 

Private  letters  from  Algiers  in¬ 
form  us,  that  the  Dey  has  told  the 
Seralkier,  who  came  there  to  de¬ 
mand  20  years  arrears  of  tribute 
due  to  the  Porte,  That  he  was 
jirmly  refolved  not  only  to  refufe 
paying  the  faid  arrears,  but  alfo 
any  tribute  for  the  future  :  that  the 
ftateof  Algiers  was  abfolutely  free 
and  independentof  the  Porte  :  that 
it  ftood  in  no  need  of  the  Porte’s 
protection  ;  and  that  he,  the  Sera¬ 
lkier,  might  return  to  Conftanti- 
nople  with  that  anfwer.” 

They  write  from  Madrid,  that 
the  king,  who  hath  nothing  more 
at  heart  than  the  rendering  his 
ftates  flourifhing,  earneftly  endea¬ 
vours  to  excite  therein  a  love  for 
the  fciences  and  the  fine  arts.  As 
the  library  of  the  Efcurial  doubt- 
lefs  contains  an  ineftimable  trea- 
fure  in  manufcripts,  a  great 
pumber  of  which  has  never  yet 
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been  publilhed,  his  majefty  has  or¬ 
dered  accurate  catalogues  of  them 
to  be  prepared  for  the  prefs.  An 
imprellion  of  the  firll  volume  of  the 
cataloguejof  Arabic  manufcripts  is 
already  finifhed,  and  another  will 
be  publilhed  foon,  together  with 
a  catalogue  of  thofe  in  Greek  arid 
Latin. 

They  write  from  Stockholm, 
that  the  grand  entertainment  which 
the  Ruftian  minifter  gave  in  honour 
of  the  Prince  Royal’s  marriage,  was 
executed  in  the  moft  fplendid  man¬ 
ner.  It  began  by  a  fupper  to  260 
perfons,  who  were  ferved  with  the 
greateft  order  imaginable  :  As  foon 
as  they  rofe  from  table,  they  were 
furprized  by  a  very  fine  firework 
placed  upon  an  illand  juft  oppo¬ 
se  to  his  houfe,  which  was  illu¬ 
minated  with  many  thoufand  lamps 
down  to  the  edge  of  the  water  ; 
and  the  whole  was  concluded  with 
a  ball,  which  lafted  till  fix  o’clock 
in  the  evening. 

They  write  from  Lifbon,  that 
the  fleet  from  the  bay  of  All-  Saints, 
which  has  been  long  expelled,  is 
at  length  arrived  in  the  Tagus. 
This  fleet  was  efcorted  by  two  men 
of  war,  one  of  which  had  on  board 
the  Count  d’Ega,  late  viceroy  of 
of  Goa;  who,  as  foon  as  the  Ihip  call 
anchor  before  the  caftle  of  Belem, 
was  arrefted  by  a  corregidor,  in 
confequence  of  orders  from  the 
king.  All  this  nobleman’s  effe&s, 
which  are  very  confiderable,  are 
fequeftrated  ;  a  ring  was  even  taken 
from  his  finger,  as  well  as  other 
jewels  which  he  had  in  his  cloaths. 
The  next  day  he  was  conducted  to 
prifon,  where  he  is  clofely  guard¬ 
ed.  He  is  faid  to  be  accufed  of 
great  violences  and  extortions. 

They  had  a  violent  Ihock  of  an 
earthquake  at  the  Grenades  in  the 
3  latter 
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latter  end  of  Odtober,  which  has 
done  great  damage,  particularly  to 
feveral  fugar-works.  The  hills  are 
in  feveral  places  thrown  down,  fo 
that  it  is  impoffible  to  ride  round 
the  ifland  on  horfeback.  We  have 
alfo  fhocking  accounts  from  Curaf- 
foa,  and  the  Spanifti  Main,  of  the 
hills  being  fhook  into  the  vallies. 

And  at  St.  Euftatia,  they  had  a 
mod  terrible  hurricane,  accompani¬ 
ed  with  an  earthquake.  Thefhips 
in  the  port,  which  had  not  time  to 
weigh  anchor  to  get  out  to  fea, 
were  almoft  all  loft  :  great  ravages 
are  made  in  the  interior  parts  of 
the  ifland ;  feveral  houfes  are 
thrown  down,  trees  torn  up  by  the 
roots,  and  moft  part  of  the  harveft 
broke  down. 

The  fame  ingenious  artift  who 
laft  year  made  a  grand  diadem  that 
wasfent  toBengal,  has  flnce  finifti- 
ed  a  rich  fcimitar,  or  fabre,  de- 
flgned,  it  is  laid,  to  be  prefen  ted 
by  the  governor  and  council  of 
Madrafs,  in  the  name  of  the  Eaft 
India  company,  to  the  Nabob  of 
Arcot,  The  hilt,  which  is  moft 
curioufly  worked,  weighs  near  a 
pound  of  folid  gold.  The  work- 
manfhip  of  the  goldfmith,  though 
rich  and  felegant,  is  overpowered 
by  that  of  the  jeweller,  from  the 
number  of  large  diamonds,  ru¬ 
bies,  and  emeralds,  that  overfpread 
it,  in  various  fine  and  curious  de¬ 
vices  :  On  one  fide  reprefen  ting 
trophies  of  war  in  the  European, 
and  on  the  other  fide  in  the  Aliatic 
tafte,  compoled  of  large  ftones  pro¬ 
perly  adapted ;  between  the  trophies 
twines  a  wreath  of  palm  and  laurel 
interwoven,  as  emblems  of  vic¬ 
tory  and  peace,  intermixing  agree¬ 
ably  with  leaves,  branches,  flowers, 
and  other  ornaments,  copied  from 
nature  ;  the  colours  of  the  different 
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jewels  forming  an  agreeable  varie¬ 
ty,  and  moft  ftriking  appearance. 
At  the  top  is  a  helmet,  made  of  a 
large  emerald  ;  the  ornaments  of  it 
of  the  fineft  diamonds,  and  the 
feather  at  the  top  is  of  rubies  fixed 
to  the  emerald,  making  an  agree¬ 
able  termination  ;  under  it  a  half¬ 
moon,  or  crefcent,  of  yellowifh  dia¬ 
monds.  The  blade,  which  is  'of 
the  fineft  fteel,  is  deeply  encrufted, 
from  top  to  bottom,  with  flowers 
and  branches  in  the  mofaic  tafte. 
The  fcabbard,  which  is  of  crim- 
fon  velvet,  is  richly  ornamented 
with  jewels,  to  correfpond  with 
the  reft,  to  which  is  fixed  rings 
of  gold,  to  receive  other  orna¬ 
ments,  by  which  it  hangs  to  a  rich 
belt.  The  whole  is  faid  to  be  worth 
3000  1. 

The  froft  which  fet  in  at  the  lat¬ 
ter  end  of  December,  continued  to 
increafe,  and  was  very  intenfe  all 
the  prefent  month,  except  the  1 6th, 
17th,  and  1 8th  days,  when  there 
was  an  appearance  of  its  breaking  ; 
but  on  the  19th  it  again  appeared 
with  increafed  rigour,  and  fo  con¬ 
tinued  till  the  zzd,  when  a  kindly 
thaw  relieved  the  direful  apprehen- 
ffons  of  the  public.  During  its 
continuance  the  diftreftes  of  the 
poor  in  town  and  country  were 
truly  pitiable,  though  the  generous 
hand  of  relief  was  held  forth  by 
numbers  of  the  nobility,  gentry, 
clergy,  and  other  worthy  perfons 
and  corporations.  Fuel  and  every 
neceffary  of  life  were  remarkably 
dear  ;  and  bread  advanced  to  Sf-d. 
the  quartern  loaf,  as  the  meal 
barges  could  not  bring  their  Jading 
down  the  river,  which  was  frozen 
fo  hard  as  to  flop  the  navigation 
both  above  and  below  bridge  ; 
many  perfons  retarded  or  jammed 
in  by  the  ice  periffied  with  cold,  in 
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boats  or  other  craft,  and  the  wher¬ 
ries  could  not  ply  as  ufual.  In  the 
cities  of  London,  Weftminfter,  and 
their  fuburbs,  many  melancholy 
accidents  happened,  fuch  as  num¬ 
bers  perifthing  with  cold,  or  break¬ 
ing  limbs  by  the  flipperinefs  of 
the  ftreets  ;  and  the  draught  cattle 
could  fcarcely  keep  their  feet.  Ma¬ 
ny  fuch  accidents  alfo  happened  to 
thofe  who  were  purfuing  the  diver- 
fton  of  Waiting  on  the  ice. 

In  the  country  the  fnow  lay  fo 
deep,  and  fo  filled  up  the  roads, 
hollows,  andvallies,  thatmany  peo¬ 
ple  loft  their  lives  therein,  or  their 
ways,  and  died  of  fevere  cold. 
Sheep  and  cattle  perifhed  in  con  ft - 
derable  numbers,  the  roads  were, 
almoft  impaffable,  and  the  ftages 
and  mails  with  difficulty  and  dan¬ 
ger,  and  great  lofs  of  time,  per¬ 
formed  their  journies. 

The  month  was  alfo  remarkable 
for  very  tempeftuous  weather  at 
fea,  by  which  great  numbers  of 
vefiels  were  wrecked  on  our  own 
and  the  neighbouring  coafts,  and 
feveral  of  their  crews  perifhed.  On 
the  fecond  inftant  great  damage 
was  fuftained  by  the  (hipping  and 
inhabitants, from  a  ftorm  and  flood, 
at  Berwick,  Plymouth,  Gofwick, 
and  Sunderland.  The  fame  mif- 
fortunes  were  felt  at  Whitby, 
Blyth,  Hartley-pans,  Stockton, 
Seaton,  Staiths,Sandfend,Eaftrow, 
and  Saltborn.  At  Shotley,  in  Suf¬ 
folk,  marches  and  banks  were  laid 
underwater,  and  at  Manningtree, 
in  Effex,  fixty  fheep  were  drowned: 
And  the  neighbourhood  of  Orford 
in  Suffolk,  fuffered  ftill  more. 

The  wife  of  Mr.  Curtis  of  Hor- 
fham,  aged  65  years,  was  delivered 
of  male  twins. 

Died  lately  at  Knightfbridge  in 


Devon,  one  George  Gibbons,  aged 
104  years. 

John  King,  at  Noke  in  Cam- 
bridgefhire,  aged  130. 

Mrs.  Taite,  in  Camberwell, aged 
102, 

Jane  Ireton,  in  St.  Andrew’s 
workhoufe,  aged  103. 

Mary  Wiggins,  at  Sherborne  in 
Oxfordfhire,  aged  109. 

Mary  Holt,  of  Wem  in  Shrop- 
fhire,  aged  108. 
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FEBRUARY. 

A  caufe  came  on  before  the  , 

2  u« 

court  of  King’s  Bench,  where¬ 
in  ferjeant  Burland  was  plaintiff, 
and  the  corporation  of  Wells  de¬ 
fendants,  refpedting  the  legality  of 
removing  the  former  from  the  of¬ 
fice  of  recorder,  which  he  had  en¬ 
joyed  with  great  reputation  for 
many  years;  when  a  peremptory 
mandamus  was  ordered  to  be  made 
out  for  reftoring  the  faid  ferjeant 
Burland  to  his  former  office. 

An  inqueft  was  held  on  the  bo¬ 
dies  of  two  of  Mr,  Tombs’s  daugh¬ 
ters,  of  Cotes,  near  Cirencefter, 
one  of  the  age  of  24,  the  other  of 
8  years,  who,  on  the  day  before, 
were, together  with  a  maid-fervant, 
aged  22,  poifonedby  taking,  for  a 
cutaneous  eruption,  a  dofe  of  arfe- 
nick,  which  was  fold  to  Mrs. 
Tombs  for  cream  of  tartar,  by  an 
ignorant  quack,  fome  months  ago. 
They  were  foon  after  taking  it, 
feized  with  all  the  dire  fymptoms 
which  ufually  attend  the  internal 
ufe  of  that  curfed  drug  ;  and  after 
enduring  inexpreffible  torture  for 
near  8  hours,  they  all  three  mife- 
ably  expired.  Their  other  daugh¬ 
ter  was  to  have  taken  the  fame 
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medicine,  but  Ihe  deftred  to  poft- 
pone  it  till  the  next  day,  that  fhe 
might  go  to  church;  and  thus  fhe 
efcaped  the  fate  of  her  filters. — 
'This  is  inferted  as  a  caution  not  to 
purchafe  drugs  ofignorant  quacks, 
who,  in  many  inltances  where 
there  is  a  refembtance,  don’t  know 
how  to  diftinguilh  one  drug  from 
another. 

A  molt  remarkable  accident  and 
efcape  happened  to  a  labourer  at 
Couper  of  Fife,  in  Scotland,  where 
a  bucket  having  fallen  into  a  well, 
about  30  feet  deep,  the  labourer 
was  fent  down  to  bring  it  up,  but 
unfortunately  the  fteining  fell  in 
upon  him,  and  inclofed  him  at 
the  bottom,  without  any  hope  of 
releafe  Some  workmen  were  how¬ 
ever  employed  to  clear  the  rub- 
biffi,  who  continued  their  labour 
till  dark,  and  next  morning  re¬ 
fumed  it.  About  noon  one  of 
them  thought  he  heard  a  voice,  on 
which  the  hands  were  doubled, 
and  all  worked  with  redoubled  vi¬ 
gour  for  feveral  hours,  when,  to 
their  great  aftonilhment,  they  found 
the  man  alive,  without  a  bone 
broken j  after  being  39  hours  in 
that  fituation. 

His  majefty’s  orders,  contain¬ 
ing  fome  new  regulations  for  the 
army  in  Ireland,  were  received  in 
that  kingdom.  By  thefe  regula¬ 
tions  each  troop  of  dragoons  is  to 
have  trumpets ;  crofs-belts  for  all 
the  private  men  ;  no  officer  to  wear 
gold  or  filver  lace  on  his  cloaths  ; 
nor  to  fell  out  if  he  did  not  pur¬ 
chafe  ;  nor  then,  but  to  an  officer 
on  half- pay. 

A  gentleman  palling  through 
Chancery  Lane,  obferved  a  man 
lying  on  the  ground,  who  had  juft 
fallen  out  of  a  window,  and  near 
expiring.  Upon  enquiry  at  the 


houfe  before  which  he  lay,  it  ap- 
peared  that  perfons  were  kept 
there  who  had  enlifted  into  the 
Eaft-India  company’s  fervice ;  and 
the  mafter  of  the  houfe  being  car¬ 
ried  before  the  fitting  alderman, 
brought  feveral  of  the  recruits  with 
him,  who  depofed  that  the  man 
threw  himfelf  out  of  the  window. 
This  is  one  of  the  houfes  called 
lock-up  houfes. 

A  man  who  had  been  out 
in  the  country  to  watch  a 
houfe,  in  returning  home^  at¬ 
tempted  to  difcharge  his  gun  in 
the  air,  but  it  not  going  off,  he 
put  it  over  his  arm  to  examine 
the  touch-hole,  when  it  went  off, 
and  fhot  another  man  who  was 
palTing  on  the  oppolite  fide  of  the 
way  ;  on  hearing  the  man  cry  out, 
the  poor  fellow  ran  to  his  mafter, 
told  him  what  had  happened,  and 
offered  to  furrender  himfelf ;  but 
the  mafter  advifed  him  to  be  fecret 
till  the  man  recovered  or  died ; 
fince  which  the  poor  man  is  dead 
in  the  hofpital. 

A  large  houfe  adjoining  to  the 
gateway  of  the  Saracen’s-head  inn, 
on  Snow-hill,  fuddenly  fell  to  the 
ground,  together  with  that  part  of 
the  houfe  of  Meff.  Hayes  and 
Warwick  which  went  over  the 
gateway.  The  houfe  was  only  oc¬ 
cupied  by  the  family  of  Mr.  Dodd, 
who  exhibits  the  le&ure  on  hearts 
at  Exeter  ’Change, on  thefirft  floor, 
and  that  of  Mr.  Jarvis,  a  cafe- 
maker,  in  the  three  pair  of  flairs 
room  forward.  Mr.  Dodd’s  fami¬ 
ly  happily  efcaped  unhurt  ;  but 
Mrs.  Jarvis,  and  one  of  her  chil¬ 
dren,  perilhed  in  the  ruins. 

The  floods  are  every  where 
out ;  but  the  raoft  melancholy  ef- 
fe6ts  of  thefe  inundations  are  al« 
moft  always  felt  in  the  fen  coun¬ 
tries 
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tries,  where  a  breach  in  the  banks 
generally  lays  whole  diftri&s  un¬ 
der- water  ;  by  a  breach  in  Deep¬ 
ing  bank,  feveral  thoufand  acres 
are  now  under  water  ;  and  by  the 
north-bank  of  the  river  Glen  giv¬ 
ing  way,  the  north  fens  are  over¬ 
flowed,  by  which  the  inhabitants 
of  the  villages  between  Peterbo¬ 
rough  and  Lincoln,  are  reduced  to 
the  moft  deplorable  circumftances  ; 
their  cattle  carried  away,  and 
their  houfes  laid  three  or  four 
feet  under  water ;  many  other 
places  have  fhared  the  fame  fate ; 
and,  in  Ihort,  their  confirmation 
and  diftrefs  is  fuch  as  none  can 
conceive,  but  thofe  who  have  been 
in  the  like  fitwations. 

In  many  parts  of  Scotland,  the 
inundations,  on  the  breaking  up 
of  the  fnow,  did  incredible  da¬ 
mage  ;  at  Lachmaben,  the  waters 
pf  Annan  came  down  with  fuch 
rapidity,  as  to  take  houfes,  cattle, 
corn,  and  every  thing  along  with 
them . 

In  Ireland  the  Liffey  did  the 
fame ;  and  in  Wales,  no  man  liv¬ 
ing  ever  faw  fuch  floods. — It  is 
amazing,  with  what  folemnity  the 
Thames  and  Severn  rife  and  fall 
on  thefe  occaflons,  flowing  with 
an  enlarged  current  and  a  quicker 
motion,  but  neither  with  fo  much 
rapidity  as  to  furprize  cattle,  nor 
with  fo  much  encreafed  depth,  as 
to  overflow  houfes :  The  floods  on 
thefe  two  rivers,  inftead  of  a  cala¬ 
mity,  are,  generally  fpeaking,  a 
common  benefit,  enriching  the  paf- 
tures  on  their  banks,  aud  fertili¬ 
zing  the  countries  thro’  which  they 
pafs. 

A  fchooner  and  three  open  boats, 
taken  by  his  Majefty’s  armed  cut¬ 
ters  in  the  channel,  and  condemn¬ 


ed  for  fmugglmg,  were  burnt  at 
Torbay. 

A  man  who  lodged  in  Earl- 
ftreet.  Seven  Dials,  went  home  is*, 
expectation  of  having  his  dinner 
ready,  but  found  his  wife  on  the 
bed  intoxicated  with  liquor;  on 
which  he  placed  a  train  of  gun¬ 
powder,  with  the  diabolical  refo- 
lution  to  blow  her  up,  but  in  fet 
ting  fire  to  the  fame  he  was  fo 
terribly  burnt  that  he  was  carried 
to  the  hofpital  with  little  hopes  of 
recovery.  The  woman  efcaped 
unhurt. 

A  poor  old  man  and  his  wife, 
who  lived  near  Chrift-church,  Sur¬ 
ry,  and  ufed  to  fell  greens  about 
the  ftreets  till  the  late  fevere  froft, 
were  obliged  to  live  upon  their 
fmall  capital  till  it  was  exhaufted, 
and  were  then  forced  to  fell  their 
bed,  &c.  for  fupport,  which  lafted 
but  a  little  time;  after  which  be¬ 
ing  miffing  fome  days,  the  neigh¬ 
bours,  who  refpefled  them  for 
their  former  induftry,  went,  to 
enquire  after  their  health ;  when 
they  found  the  old  woman  ftretch- 
ed  out  upon  the  floor,  juft  expired 
for  want  of  common  neceflaries, 
and  her  hulband  almoft  dead,  who 
was  carried  to  the  workhoufe 
without  hope  of  recovery.— He 
has  fince,  however,  got  better, 
and  a  colleClion  has  been  made  for 
him. 

A  farmer  near  Innerdale  going 
after  fome  fheep  that  were  miffing 
during  the  fnow,  took  with  him  .a 
bottle  of  rum  and  a  fmall  glafs ; 
when  he  found  them,  fome  feemed 
juft  dying  with  the  cold,  to  every 
one  of  which  he  gave  a  little  of 
the  rum,  mixed  with  water,  which 
inftantly  revived  them.  To  thofe 
that  appeared  leaft  affeCled,  he 
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gave  none.  What  is  remarkable* 
he  got  all  that  had  taken  the  rum, 
fafe  home,  but  fome  of  the  reft  died 
by  the  way. 

Laft  week  Mr.  Berrow  of  the 
Grange,  fent  his  man  to  Chep- 
ftow,  with  feveral  horfes  loaded 
with  meal.  Chepflow  bridge  is 
repairing  and  near  compleated. 
The  man  when  he  came  to  the 
bridge,  led  the  firft  horfe  as  far  as 
he  apprehended  there  was  danger, 
and  then  left  him  to  fetch  the 
others,  fuppofing  he  would  go  for- 
1  wards ;  but  the  horfe  turning  round 
ihort  before  he  had  got  within  the 
part  that  was  railed,  trode  on  the 
end  of  a  loofe  plank  which  tilted 
up,  and  he  fell  into  the  river.  It 
was  then  low  water,  and  the 
height  from  the  water  between  50 
and  60  feet.  About  130  yards  be¬ 
low  the  bridge,  the  horfe  rofe,  hav¬ 
ing  broken  the  girths  of  the  pad, 
and,  cleared  from  his  load,  fwam 
to  the  fhore  without  the  lead 
hurt. 

On  the  19th  ult.  came  on  at  the 
lying-in  hofpital,  Dublin,  a  moft 
remarkable  trial,  grounded  on  a 
fuggeftion  made  by  George  Roch- 
fort,  Efq;  of  the  idiotcy  of  Ni¬ 
cholas  Hume,  earl  of  Ely.  The 
examination  of  witneffes  employ¬ 
ed  live  days ;  and  on  Saturday  the 
24th,  the  earl  of  Ely  was  him- 
felf  examined  by  the  commiffion- 
ers  and  jurors,  in  the  prefence  of 
the  faid  George  Rochfort,  and  of 
two  council  on  the  part  of  the  Earl; 
and  after  an  examination  of  three 
quarters  of  an  hour  and  upwards, 
the  jurors  without  debate  returned 
their  verdift,  ThatNicholas  Hume, 
Karl  of  Ely,  is  not  an  idiot,  or  of 
unfound  mind.  The  commiffion- 
ers  unanimoufly  approved  the  ver- 
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di£l,  and  have  returned  the  inqui- 
fition  into  the  high  court  of  chan¬ 
cery. 

They  write  from  Cologne,  that 
the  waters  of  the  Rhine  having 
been  very  low  for  fome  time,  they 
had  difcovered  oppolite  that  city 
the  foundations  of  a  bridge,  and 
near  the  three  kings  gate  a  kind 
of  guard-houfe  :  fuppofed  to  be 
two  antient  monuments  of  the  Ro¬ 
mans. 

Fourteen  tranfports  from 
Durham,  Newcaftle,  and  14th. 
Morpeth,  were  put  on  board 
the  Jenny,  Capt.  Blagdon,  bound 
for  Virginia ;  at  which  time  ten 
young  artificers  Flipped  themfelves 
for  America.  One  of  the  indented 
fervants,  we  hear,  who  formerly 
belonged  to  Newcafile,  has  enlift- 
ed  into  46  different  regiments, 
been  whipped  out  of  19,  fentenced 
to  be  (hot  fix  times,  but  reprieved, 
confined  in  73  different  gaols,  ap¬ 
peared  under  the  character  of 
quack  dodtor  in  feven  kingdoms, 
and  now  is  only  in  the  32nd  year  of 
his  age. 

Five  of  the  more  refolute  pri- 
foners  in  Saliibury  gaol  (among 
whom  were  White  and  Wheeler, 
two  of  the  rioters)  attempted  to 
break  out,  threatening  to  murder 
the  keeper,  and  fet  the  prifon  on  fire. 
They  tore  up  feveral  of  the  planks 
of  the  floor,  and  threw  brickbats 
with  great  violence  at  their  op- 
pofers,  and  continued  their  noife 
the  whole  nighty  and  were  fo  bold 
and  daring  the  next  morning,  that 
the  keeper  was  obliged  to  apply 
to  the  commanding  officer  for  a 
party  of  foldiers  to  affifi  in  laying 
them  in  irons,  or  murder,  in  all 
probability,  would  have  enfued. 

Was  committed  to  Cheflercaftle 
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die  fervant  maid  of  Mr.  Torking- 
tonof  Overton- green,  charged  with 
poifoning  two  of  his  children,  by 
mixing  arfenick  in  fome  gruel,  and 
endangering  the  life  of  Mrs,  Tor- 
kington  ;  and  alfo  one  Elizabeth 
Hawkins  of  Stockport,  fortune¬ 
teller,  for  being  an  acceffary  in  the 
faid  murders. 

A  jeweller  took  fome  girls,  and 
their  waiting-maid,  in  a  hackney- 
coach  to  a  coffee-houfe  in  Chelfea; 
when  they  came  out  to  return 
home,  the  coachman  was  gone  to  a 
public-houfe  ;  but  it  then  raining, 
the  waiter  let  the  company  into  the 
coach,  and  called  out  for  the  driver, 
who  not  hearing  immediately,  the 
horfes  moved  on,  and  one  of  them 
being  blind,  turned  towards  the 
Thames,  into  which  they  dragged 
the  coach,  and  the  water  being  very 
high,  it  was  with  the  utmofi  dif¬ 
ficulty  that  the  lives  of  the  ladies 
and  maid  were  faved ;  but  the 
gentleman  being  fhinned  by  a 
blow  on  his  temple,  was  drown¬ 
ed. 

On  Thurfday  died  (as  was  fup- 
pofed)  Mrs.  Margaret  Carpenter, 
journey- woman  to  Mr.  Smith,  li¬ 
very  lace-maker  in  Little  Qpieen- 
flreet,  Lincoln’s-inn-fields ;  and  on 
Friday  Ihe  was  properly  laid  out, 
in  order  to  be  interred  to-morrow; 
when  on  Friday  night,  to  the  ado- 
nifhment  and  terror  of  the  whole 
family,  fhe  came  down  hairs  ilark 
naked,  having  only  been  in  a 
trance  ;  as  foon  as  the  furprize  was 
over,  they  put  her  into  a  warm 
bed,  and  gave  her  comfortable 
things  for  her  refrefhment ;  Ihe 
faid  die  was  bitter  cold  ;  but  her 
fituation  fo  diocked  her,  that  die 
did  not  furvive  above  a  day  or 
two. 


Thomas  Davers,  (fuppofed  to  be 
nearly  related  to  the  late  Admiral 
Davers)  who  built,  at  a  vad  ex¬ 
pence,  a  little  fort  on  the  river 
Thames,  near  Blackwall,  known 
by  the  name  of  Davers ’s  folly, 
after  palling  thrq’  a  feries  of  mif- 
fortunes,  chiefly  owing  to  an  un¬ 
happy  turn  of  mind,  put  an  end  to 
his  miferable  life  ;  fome  few  hours 
before  his  death,  he  was  feen  to 
write  the  following  card  :  “  De¬ 
fended  from  an  ancient  and  ho¬ 
nourable  family,  I  have,  for  fifteen, 
years  pad,  differed  more  indi¬ 
gence  than  ever  gentleman  before 
fubmitted  to :  neglected  by  my 
acquaintance,  traduced  by  my 
enemies,  and  infulted  by  the 
vulgar,  I  am  fo  reduced,  worn 
down,  and  tired,  that  I  have 
nothing  left  but  that  lading  re- 
pofe,  the  joint  and  dernier  in¬ 
heritance  of  all.” 

Oflaudanuman  ampledofe. 
Mud  all  my  prefent  ills  compofe: 
But  the  bed  laudanum  of  all 
I  want  (not  refolution)  but  a  ball. 

N.  B.  Advertife  this.  T.  D. 

They  write  from  Newcaftle, 
that  at  Harrington  near  Lambton, 
the  wife  of  one  Wilfon,  as  he  was 
deeping  by  the  fire-fide,  came  be¬ 
hind  him  with  an  ax,  and  druck 
him  on  one  fide  of  his  neck,  with 
all  her  force,  and  cut  through  the 
gullet ;  upon  which  he  darted  up 
with  all  the  horror  of  a  dying  per- 
fon  ;  but  fhe  repeated  the  blow, 
and  clove  him  on  one  fide  of  his 
head,  which  brought  him  to  the 
ground,  and  he  expired  diredlly. 
She  is  committed  to  Durham  gaol, 
but  is  faid  to  be  out  of  her  rea- 
fon. 

Jo.  Story,  a  blackfmith  at  Bel- 
ford,  having  courted  the  daughter 

of 
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of  Mrs.  Eleanor  Elliot,  widow, 
near  Haggerfton,  going  one  day  to 
her  houfe  to  afk  for  his  fweet- 
jheart,  found  none  but  the  old  wo¬ 
man,  who  told  him  her  daughter 
was  not  at  home,  but  afked  him 
why  he  courted  her  daughter, 
who  could  not  bring  him  above 
20 1.  and  if  he'would  pleafe  her, 
Ihe  would  help  him  tooneof5Gol. 
Qn  which  he  replied,  he  would 
ever  with  gratitude  acknowledge 
the  favour.  Then  I  am  the  per- 
fon,  (fays  fhe,)  if  you’ll  accept  of 
the  offer  :  on  which  a  bargain  was 
llruek  immediately,  and  on  Tuef- 
day  fe’nnight  they  were  married 
at  Kilo.  The  bridegroom  is  on¬ 
ly  1 8  years  of  age,  and  the  bride 
64. 

Came  on  before  Dr.  Elay, 
16th.  D  ean  of  the  Arches  court 
of  Canterbury,  at  Dodors- 
commons,  a  remarkable  caufe  be¬ 
tween  a  gentleman  of  fortune  and  a 
young  lady  to  whom  he  was  fome 
time  fince  married  in  a  private 
houfe,  or  room,  in  Scotland.  The 
queftion  before  the  court,  and 
upon  which  the  caufe  turned,  was 
this  :  Whether  the  marriage  in 
Scotland  (as  the  young  lady  was 
then  under  age)  was  binding  on 
the  gentleman,  or  not  ?  when, 
after  many  learned  arguments  by 
the  civilians  on  both  tides,  the 
judge  was  clearly  of  opinion  that 
the  marriage  was  good  in  law,  and 
pronounced  accordingly.  That 
marriages  celebrated  in  Scotland 
do  not  come  within  the  ad  of 
parliament  in  1754,  to  prevent 
clandeftine  marriages,  —  It  is  re¬ 
markable  this  is  the  firft  caufe  of 
this  nature  tried  fince  the  ad 
took  place,  and  it  is  faid  is  to  be 
re-heard  before  the  Court  of  Dele¬ 
gates, 


Two  ladies  ( fillers  to  the  gen¬ 
tleman  who  was  lately  drowned 
at  Chelfea  in  a  coach)  coming  to 
town  from  Bath,  were  robbed  on 
Hounflow  heath  by  a  fingle  high¬ 
wayman  —  What  is  remarkable, 
the  ladies  met  the  robber  about 
noon  the  fame  day  upon  Ludgate- 
hill,  \yho  appeared  much  con¬ 
founded  ;  but  the  ladies  let  him 
pafs,  being  fo  much  affeded  that 
they  had  not  power  to  call  for  af- 
fidance  to  take  him. 

A  gold  medal  was  prefented  to 
Mr.  Dofiie,  by  the  foejety,  for  his 
eminent  fervices  in  communicat¬ 
ing  the  proceffes  of  making  pot¬ 
ato.  and  barilla  in  America,  by 
which  thefe  articles  are  now  be¬ 
come  eftablitoed  articles  of  com¬ 
merce  in  that  country.  He  has 
alfo  given,  in  writing,  an  inge¬ 
nious  and  ufeful  account  of  pot¬ 
ato,  with  inflrudions  for  judging 
of  its  comparative  value,  and  dif- 
covering  the  fophiflications  of  it, 
in  order  that  the  fame  may  be 
printed. 

Articles  of  the  peace  were  ex¬ 
hibited  at  Hicks’s-hall,  by  a  noble 
Lord,  again#  a  woman,  for  threat¬ 
ening  to  flab  his  lordtoip,  and  fet 
fire  to  his  houfe  ;  when  the  court 
ordered  her  to  find  fecurity,  or 
be  committed.  She  found  fecu¬ 
rity. 

A  perfon,  dreffed  like  a  gentle¬ 
man,  went  to  a  regifler  office,  and 
hired  a  young  man  for  his  fer- 
vant,  giving  him  a  diredion  to 
come  to  his  lodgings  in  Weftmin- 
fler  the  fame  evening  :  but  the 
office-keeper  having  a  fufpicion  of 
the  perfon,  attended  the  young 
fellow  to  the  place,  and  found  it 
to  be  a  lock-up  houfe  for  recruits ; 
and  that  the  pretended  gentleman 
was  no  other  than  a  crimp. 


The 
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The  feflions  ended  at  the 
20th.  Old  Bailey,  when  one  for 
horfe-ftealing  and  two  for 
highway  robberies  (one  of  whom 
was  a  negro)  were  capitally  con¬ 
victed,  Thirty-three  to  be  tranf- 
ported  for  feven  years,  four  to  be 
whipt,  and  three  were  branded. 

This  day  his  Majefty  went 
2 1  ft.  to  the  houfe  of  Peers,  with 
the  ufual  ftate,  and  gave  the 
royal  affent  to — The  bill  topunifh 
mutiny  and  defertion. — The  bill  to 
continue,  for  a  further  limited 
time,  the  free  importation  of  wheat 
and  wheat-meal,  from  any  part  of 
Europe,  and  to  difcontinue  the 
duties  payable  on  the  importation 
on  barley-meal  and  pulie. — The 
bill  to  difcontinue  the  duties  on 
the  importation  of  tallow,  hog’s- 
lard,  and  greafc. — The  bill  to  dif- 
folve  the  marriage  of  John  Stott, 
Efq;  from  Ann  his  wife,  to  enable 
him  to  marry  again,  and  for  other 
purpofes. — The  bill  to  build  a 
new  bridge  over  the  Thajhes,  from 
Swynford  in  Oxfordihire,  to  the 
oppofite  fhore. — And  alfo  to  feve- 
ral  road,  inclofure,  and  naturaliza¬ 
tion  bills. 

A  remarkable  experiment  in 
hufbandry  was  tried  laft  fpring,  by 
one  Mr.  Carpenter  of  Chelten¬ 
ham.  In  the  beginning  of  March 
he  fowed  about  fix  acres  with 
wheat,  which  turned  out  an  ex¬ 
ceeding  good  crop,  and  was  fit  to 
reap  within  nine  days  of  that 
fowed  at  the  ufual  time.  The 
land  was  a  light  fandy  foil,  and 
had  been  laid  down  with  turneps, 
which  were  fed  off  with  fheep  du¬ 
ring  the  winter. 

At  a  committee  in  St. 
24th  Bride’s  veftry,  an  inhabi¬ 
tant  who  had  fometime  be- 
1  fore  mentioned  to  one  of  the  church** 


wardens,  fome  fufpicion  he  had 
relative  to  the  bringing  corpfes 
late  at  night  to  their  burying- 
ground  on  the  fide  of  the  Fleet- 
market,  came  and  declared  to  the 
gentlemen  prefent,  that  he  faw 
their  grave-digger  laft  Michaelmas 
day,  at  a  little  after  1 1  at  night, 
with  four  bearers,  bring  down  by 
the  fide  of  the  Fleet  market,  a 
fhell  or  coffin  covered  over  with  a 
black  cloth,  which  fomewhat  fur- 
prifed  him  ;  but  he  and  his  man 
followed,  and  prefently  coming  to 
the  burying-ground  door,  the  lea¬ 
der  gave  two  knocks,  on  which 
a  woman  within  fide,  afked  who 
was  there  ?  One  knock  more  was 
repeated  ;  on  which  the  door  was 
immediately  opened,  and  the  con¬ 
tents  left  in  the  paffage.  On  this 
extraordinary  information  they  fent 
for  the  grave-digger,  and  on  his 
appearing,  he  was  queftioned  con¬ 
cerning  the  corpfe  that  was  brought 
at  11  at  night  fome  time  ago; 
he  flatly  denied  being  concerned 
in  bringing  any  fo  late  at  any 
time  ;  but  after  fome  other  ques¬ 
tions,  he  owned  bringing  one  a 
little  after  nine,  from  the  lock- 
up-houfe  in  the  Butcher-row  ;  and 
another  time,  one  from  a  houfe  of 
the  fame  caff  in  Chancery-lane, 
Being  aiked  whom  he  had  orders 
from,  he  named  a  perfon,  who 
was  fent  for ;  but  he  pofltively 
denied  giving  any  fuch  orders. 
He  afterwards  named  another,  who 
was  the  undertaker,  and  he  being 
fent  for,  acknowledged  that  he 
gave  fuch  orders,  but  could  not 
recoiled!  the  time ;  but  after  go¬ 
ing  home  to  perufe  his  books, 
found  one  to  be  on  Dec.  6,  1765, 
and  another  on  Sept.  29,  1766, 
from  the  above  places,  by  the  de¬ 
fire  of  Capt,  — but  not  at  the 

time 
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time  of  night  above-mentioned  ; 
he  alfo  declared  he  paid  the  parifh 
dues  demanded,  and  alfo  the  bear¬ 
ers  for  their  trouble ;  that  he 
likewife  brought  a  proper  certifi¬ 
cate  and  oath.  On  referring  to 
the  parifh  regifter  of  the  above 
dates,  there  was  found  one  Evans, 
aged  18,  was  buried  Dec.  7,  1765, 
and  one  Hughes,  (a  pauper  of  the 
parifh)  Sept.  30,  1766;  but  nei¬ 
ther  the  certificates  nor  affidavits 
were  produced  at  that  time  ;  the 
perfon  in  whofe  cuftody  thofe  pau¬ 
pers  were  kept,  declared  he  took 
very  little  care  of  them  after  the 
corpfes  were  buried.  On  examin¬ 
ing  one  of  the  bearers  who  brought 
the  corpfe  on  Sept.  29,  he  declar¬ 
ed,  that  he  and  the  reft  went  up 
into  a  garret  or  cockloft,  in  the 
lock-up-houfe  in  the  butcher-row, 
where  the  tiling  and  ceiling  were 
open  ;  there  they  found  a  man  ly¬ 
ing  on  the  boards  naked,  only 
an  old  blanket  flung  over  him  ; 
that  he  himfelf  laid  hold  of  him 
to  lift  him  into  the  {hell,  and  that 
the  fiefh  of  his  buttocks  ftuck  to 
the  boards,  fo  that  part  thereof 
was  left  behind  ;  and  that  they 
brought  him  from  the  above  houfe 
about  half  an  hour  after  10,  which 
corroborates  the  declaration  of 
the  gentleman  who  acquainted  the 
churchwardens  with  thefe  pro¬ 
ceedings.  The  grave-digger,  and 
three  of  the  bearers,  have  been 
turned  out  of  their  employments. 

A  woman  bought  an  old  chair 
at  a  broker’s  and  upon  ripping 
the  top  off  to  have  it  new  co¬ 
vered,  found  concealed  in  one 
corner,  21  guineas,  all  Anne’s 
coin,  and  a  bank  note,  value  200  1. 
both  tied  up  in  a  canvafs  bag  ;  fhe 


gave  for  the  chair  1 8  d.  She  has 
a  large  family  to  maintain. 

The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Baltimore 
was  unanimoufly  elected  a  fellow 
of  the  royal  fociety. 

An  officer  of  the  cuftoms  made 
a  feizure  of  near  four  hundred 
pounds  worth  of  fine  Flanders 
lace,  artfully  concealed  in  the 
hollow  of  a  fhip’s  buoy  on  board 
a  French  trader  lying  off  Iron- 
gate. 

By  a  letter  from  the  chief  mate 
of  the  Plafiy  Eaft  India  country 
trading  fhip,  to  his  brother,  there 
is  a  confirmation  of  the  treach¬ 
erous  character  of  the  Chinefe  very 
ftrikingly  fet  forth  ;  for  the  Plafiy 
having  fold  a  quantity  of  opium  to 
a  Chinefe  junk  of  great  burthen 
in  the  Malaccas,  the  letter  writer 
was  decoyed  on  board,  in  order  to 
receive  the  money  for  it :  and  be¬ 
ing  entertained  in  the  mo  ft  courn, 
teous  manner,  till  he  was  off  his 
guard,  he  was  all  at  once  furprif- 
ed  by  a  gun  from  the  Plaffy,  and 
rofe  in  hafte  to  fee  what  was  the 
matter,  but  was  inftantly  feized 
by  fix  men,  from  whom  he  luckily 
difengaged  himfelf,  by  cutting 
down  the  moft  refolute  of  them, 
gaining  the  quarter  deck,  though 
not  without  being  defperately 
wounded,  and  then  jumping  into 
his  own  boat,  at  which  the  junk 
fired,  with  no  other  effect,  how¬ 
ever  but  that  of  frightening  his  peo¬ 
ple,  fome  of  whom  jumped  over¬ 
board.  When  he  reached  the  Plafiy, 
he  found  that  fhe  too  had  been  in 
the  poffefiion  of  the  Chinefe,  and 
had  freed  herfelf  by  a  mofi;  def- 
perate  and  bloody  effort,  in  which 
the  captain  loft  his  life,  and  nine 
of  the  Europeans  on  board  were 
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wounded.  In  this  lamentable  fix¬ 
ation,  the  Plaffiy  was  obliged  to  fet 
fail,  without  the  money  for  the 
.  goods  fold. 

It  appears  from  the  report  lately 
delivered  to  the  court  of  common- 
council  of  London,  by  the  com¬ 
mittee  appointed  in  1756,  to  en¬ 
quire  into  the  right  of  the  mayor, 
commonalty,  and  citizens,  to  the 
hofpitals  of  St.  Bartholomew, 
Chrift,  St.  Thomas,  Bridewell, 
and  :Bethlem  ;  and  whether  the 
right  has,  in  any  inftance,  been 
given  up  or  taken  away  : 

‘6  That  by  three  authentic  in- 
flruments,  the  mayor,  common¬ 
alty,  and  citizens,  are  the  grantees 
of  the  hofpitals  and  their  reve¬ 
nues,  and  have  the  foie  power  of 
governing  them. 

That  the  right  has  never  been 
given  up  or  taken  away,  except 
during  the  troubles,  and  while  the 
judgment  upon  the  information  in 
quo -warranto  remained  in  force. 

That  the  prefent  governors  act 
only  by  an  authority  referrable  to, 

|  and  derived  from  the  right  of  the 
city.  But, 

That  though  the  common  coun¬ 
cil,  as  reprefenting  the  city,  might 
\  have  exercifed  the  right  of  go- 
j  vernment  at  firft ;  yet  the  lord 
mayor  and  aldermen  veryfoon  took 
upon  them  the  foie  management  of 
the  charities. 

That  the  word  commonalty 
feems  in  fome  records  to  fignify 
not  the  court  of  common  council, 
but  the  citizens  at  large. 

That  in  the  fourth  year  of  Philip 
and  Mary  fome  orders,  which  had 
been  before  made,  were  revived  by 
the  court  of  aldermen  ;  which  or¬ 
ders  feem  to  be  the  true  conftitu- 
tion  of  the  hofpitals.  There  were 
to  be  fix ty- fix  governors  at  leaft. 
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fourteen  aldermen,  and  fifty-two 
grave  commoners,  citizens",  and 
freemen,  four  of  whom  were  to  be 
fcriveners.  They  were  to  be  elec¬ 
ted  at  a  general  court,  on  St. 
Matthew’s  day,  and  to  continue  in 
office  two  years ;  and  the  election 
was  to  be  ratified,  or  reformed  by 
the  next  court  of  Aldermen.  Thefe 
orders  were  attended  to  till  1615  : 
but  after  the  troubles,  though  the 
aldermen  aliened  their  right  of 
government,  and  declared  that  no 
unfreeman  fhould  be  chofen  a 
governor,  yet  nothing  farther  was 
done,  except  that  they  kept  up 
the  form  of  the  beadles  giving 
up  their  haves  on  St  Matthew’s 
day,  and  prefer ved  a  refpedlable 
Tooting  as  individuals,  by  con¬ 
fining  the  prelidency  to  aider- 
men,  and  conilituting  all  the  al¬ 
dermen  governors  without  elec¬ 
tion.” 

Yefterday  morning  were  mar¬ 
ried  at  Whitechapel  church,  one 
William  Griffin,  a  journeyman 
fhoemaker,  and  Anne  Mofs,  a  fer- 
vant  girl.  About  feven  months 
ago  the  parties  were  out-alked 
(as  it  is  called)  at  the  above 
church  ;  but  the  girl  falling  into 
an  ill  hate  of  health,  retarded  the 
nuptials,  and  lofing  her  place,  was 
very  foon  obliged  to  pawn  the 
moll:  part  of  her  cloaths,  even  to 
the  buckles  out  of  her  Ihoes. 
This,  though  fhe  at  length  re¬ 
covered  her  health,  and  was  wil¬ 
ling  to  join  hands,  prevented  it: 
Hie  abfolutely  refufing  to  go  to  be 
married  in  fo  ragged  a  condition, 
yetinceffiantly  preffed  by  her  fvveet- 
heart,  who,  by  her  obftinacy,  foon 
grew  into  a  kind  of  defpair,  neg¬ 
lected  his  work,  depofited  his 
apparel  chiefly  as  above,  and  a- 
bout  a  fortnight  ago,  growing 
2  weary 
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weary  of  his  life,  took  the  fol¬ 
lowing  methods  to  get  rid  of  it : 
He  firff  wrote  a  letter  to  Sir  John 
Fielding,  by  the  penny-poll,  pur¬ 
porting  to  come  from  a  perfon  at 
Bethnal-green,  who  had  the  night 
before  been  robbed  by  a  footpad, 
and  was  obliged  to  go  out  of 
town,  and  would  return  by  the 
next  feflion,  defcribing  himfelf 
(Griffin)  to  be  the  robber,  and 
whereto  be  found,  &c.  But  this 
fcheme  not  anfwering  his  expecta¬ 
tions,  as,  upon  an  inquiry  being 
naturally  made  after  the  fuppofed 
author  of  the  letter,  none  fuch 
could  be  found  ;  he  then  purchafed 
a  piftol,  and  furrendered  himfelf 
with  it  to  Jofeph  Girdler,  Efq; 
a  juftice  of  the  peace  in  the  king’s 
road,  defiring  him  to  take  his 
confeffion  of  a  robbery,  which  he 
pretended  he  had  committed,  and 
fend  him  to  Newgate,  faying  he 
was  forry  for  what  he  had  done, 
but  times  were  fo  hard,  trade  dead, 
<&c.  and  he  would  rather  die  than 
live.  Whereupon  he  was  actually 
committed  to  Clerkenwell  Bride¬ 
well  from  the  Saturday  until  the 
Wednefday  following,  when  he  was 
examined  at  the  public  office  in 
Bow-ftreet,  before  the  faid  Mr. 
Girdler,  Sir  John  Fielding,  and 
other  magilirates  ;  when  it  ap¬ 
pearing  that  the  young  lad  had  a 
good  character,  that  it  was  love 
that  was  the  real  occalion  of  his 
late  extraordinary  conduCt,  and 
that  the  girl  alfo  on  hearing  of  his 
being  committed  to  prifon,  had 
fallen  into  fits,  and  was  very  ill, 
he  was  difcharged,  and  another  day 
appointed  for  him  to  come  with 
his  intended  bride  voluntarily  be¬ 
fore  the  juftices,  who  promifed 
their  affiftance  in  getting  them 
married  the  enfuing  Sunday  *  ac¬ 


cordingly  they  both  appeared,  and 
a  young  nobleman  being  prefent* 
on  hearing  the  cafe,  generoufly 
gave  five  guineas  to  Sir  John  Field¬ 
ing’s  clerk,  in  order  to  redeem 
their  little  clothes,  and  pay  the 
marriage-dues,  who  went  with  the 
two  young  people  to  four  different 
pawnbrokers  on  Saturday,  and  re¬ 
deemed  their  little  goods,  and  yef- 
terday  attended  the  church,  and 
performed  the  office  of  father. 

A  caufe  was  tried  at  the  court  of 
King’s-bench  at  Guildhall,  be¬ 
tween  one  Stroud,  a  fellowfhip- 
porter,  of  Billingfgate,  London, 
plaintiff,  and  a  corn-faClor,  de¬ 
fendant  ;  the  aCtion  was  brought 
againft  the  latter  for  violently  af- 
faulting  the  plaintiff  when  about 
his  lawful  labour,  in  unloading 
corn  out  of  a  velfel  on  float  upon 
the  river  Thames  within  the  ju- 
rifdidion  of  the  lord  mayor  of  the 
city  of  London,  which  was  de¬ 
nied  by  the  defendant;  and  after 
many  learned  arguments,  by  the 
council  on  both  fides,  and  examin¬ 
ing  feveral  witneffes,  the  plaintiff’s 
cafe  being  clearly  proved,  the  jury, 
without  the  leafthefitation,  brought 
in  a  verdiCt  for  the  plaintiff,  with 
full  cofts. 

Was  held  at  the  Old 
Bailey,  the  feflion  of  Admi-  27th. 
ralty,  when  three  prifoners 
were  tried,  two  of  whom  were  ca¬ 
pitally  convicted. 

John  Wynne,  otherwife  Power, 
late  a  mariner  on  board  the  mer¬ 
chant-  fliip  Polly,  Capt.  Cox,  bound 
from  Briftol  to  the  coaft  of  Guiney, 
on  the  Have  trade,  of  which 
fh  ip,  in  the  abfence  of  the  cap¬ 
tain,  who  was  on  fhore  at  Cape 
Appplonia,  he  by  force  took  upon 
him  the  command,  fhooting  the 
chief  mate  through  the  head,  and 

wounding 
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Wounding  a  failor  ;  at  the  fame 
time  obliging  the  company  to 
fvvear  allegiance  to  him  ;  after 
which  proceeding  to  the  river  Baf- 
fan,  moil  barbaroufly  murdered 
a  free  negro,  who  was  hoflage  on 
board  for  two  Haves,  on  a  furmife 
that  he  intended  to  raife  a  revolt ; 
firfl  whipping  him,  and  cutting 
him  with  a  hanger ;  after  which 
one  Fitzgerald,  another  ringleader, 
ufed  him  in  the  fame  manner,  till 
few  figns  of  life  were  left ;  when, 
to  compleat  the  tragedy,  one  other 
fellow,  named  Putt,  or  Pott,  cut 
off  his  head  with  an  axe,  and  threw 
him  overboard.  He  is  to  be  exe¬ 
cuted  on  Monday  next. 

There  is  now  living  at  a  place 
called  Dulwell,  near  Nottingham, 
one  Mrs.  Melvill,  wife  of  Mr. 
Melvill, grocer  and  linen-manufac¬ 
turer,  who  is  pregnant  with  her 
28th  child,  22  of  whom  are  living, 
and  all  by  the  fame  hulband. 

A  clergyman  in  Normandy,  in 
order  to  promote  agriculture  in  his 
parifh,  has  made  a  public  declara¬ 
tion  from  the  pulpit,  that  fo  far 
from  exafting  more  tythe  from 
thofe  who  fhall  improve  their  farms, 
he  will  lefien  the  tythes  in  propor¬ 
tion  to  the  advancement  they  fhall 
appear  to  have  made  in  new  im¬ 
provements. 

A  very  curious  little  fhip  of  64 
guns,  compleatly  rigged,  and  but 
four  inches  long,  executed  by  an 
officer  in  the  navy,  was  introduced 
to  his  R.  H.  the  duke  of  York, 
with  which  his  Royal  Highnefs 
was  fo  well  pleafed  from  its  fingu- 
lar  minutenefs,  the  ftrutture  and 
elegance  in  which  it  is  highly 
finifhed,  as  to  recommend  it  to 
his  Majefly  ;  and  his  Majefly  has 
been  moil  gracioufly  pleafed  to  ac¬ 
cept  of  it,  efleeming  it  worthy  of 
Vol.  X. 
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being  placed  in  his  royal  cabinet 
of  curiofities.  The  materials  of 
which  it  is  compofed  are  gold, 
filver,  fleel,  brafs,  copper,  ebony, 
ivory,  hair,  & c.  the  hull,  malls, 
yards,  booms,  &c.  being  ivory, 
the  guns,  anchors,  blocks,  dead 
eyes,  &c.  filver,  the  64  guns 
weighing  but  fifty  grains ;  the  co¬ 
lours,  viz.  royal  flandard,  admi¬ 
ralty  and  union  Hags,  the  jack  and 
enfign,  are  alfo  ivory,  it  is  exe¬ 
cuted  on  a  fcale  of  forty  feet  to 
one  inch. 

On  the  7th  of  January,  a  little 
after  midnight,  a  Turkifh  man  of 
war  of  94  guns,  lying  at  anchor 
in  the  harbour,  near  Tofiano,  at 
Conflantinople,  ready  to  fail  with 
another  of  the  fame  force  for  the 
Archipelago,  was  fet  on  fire  by  a 
pan  of  coals  being  put  in  a  room 
by  fome  of  the  people  to  warm 
them,  who  fell  afleep.  The  fire 
had  made  fuch  a  progrefs  while 
they  fiept,  that  the  people,  des¬ 
pairing  to  extinguiih  it,  and 
fearing  it  fhould  be  communicated 
to  the  other  fhip,  cut  the  cables. 
The  wind  blowing  frefh,  drove 
her  to  a  key  called  Capani,  where 
fne  fet  fire  to  five  faicks  (large  vef- 
fels  that  trade  to  the  Black-fea) 
two  of  which  were  laden  with 
corn.  They  were  all  pufhed  off 
from  the  Store,  and  feparated  in 
the  harbour.  One  of  them  im» 
mediately  fet  fire  to  three  other 
faicks,  which  lay  at  another  key  i 
Two  of  them  were  drove  to  a 
place  called  Giubali,  and  fet  fire 
to  the  houfes  on  the  Conflantinople 
fide  of  the  harbour,  eighty-  of 
which  were  entirely  confumed. 
Several  of  the  vefiels  went  along 
fhore  on  this  fide,  and  fet  fire  to  a 
Kiofk  of  the  Grand  Seignior’s, 
which  was  foon  reduced  to  afhes^ 
[£]  Had 


66]  ANNUAL 

Had  it  hot  been  for  the  dexterity 
of  the  flaves  of  the  Bagnio,  who 
funk  one  of  the  {hips  while  {he 
was  on  fire,  and  driving  near  to 
eighteen  large  men  of  war,  which 
lay  moored  together  before  the 
Arfenal,  the  whole  of  them  mufc 
inevitably  have  been  confumed. 

The  Grand  Seignior,  the  Grand 
Vizir,  and  ail  the  great  officers  of 
the  Porte,  were  upon  the  water 
giving  their  orders.  The  human 
mind  cannot  picture  to  itfelf  a 
more  ftriking  and  horrid  fcene, 
than  to  fee,  at  the  fame  time,  nine 
large  floating  fires,  in  the  middle 
of  the  night,  with  two  great  fires 
on  each  fide  of  the  water,  which 
threatened  deflru&ion  to  the  whole 
•city. 

The  Grand  Seignior,  'who  is 
blefled  with  an  heart  of  charity 
and  benevolence,  has  given  orders 
to  make  up  the  l-plTes  of  the  un¬ 
happy  fufrerers  by  water. 

The  fame  day  a  Sultana  was  de¬ 
livered  of  a  prince,  which  was 
made  known  on  Saturday  try  the 
firing  of  the  cannon  from  the  Se¬ 
raglio  and  the  Arfenal,  which  con¬ 
tinued  morning,  noon,  and  even¬ 
ing ' ;  and  there  are  great  rejoicings 
in  the  Seraglio.' 

The  Englifli  ambafiador  feat  the 
u  final  compliments  to  the  Reis  L  fi¬ 
fe  ndi  upon  this  occaflon. 

They  write  from  Flo- 
13th.  rence,  that  the  number  of 
young  maidens  which  the 
chamberlains  of  the  court  have  re- 
folved  to  portion,  on  account  of 
the  happy  delivery  of  the  Grand 
vDuchefs,  is  onehundred.  They  are 
to  receive  the  nuptial  benediction 
from  the  archbifhop  in  the  metro¬ 
politan  church,  in  prefence  of  their 
generous  benefactors,  and  feveral 
lords  and  ladies  of  the  fir  ft 
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rank  ;  and  after  finging  te  deum, 
they  will  go  in  procelTion  with 
their  hufbands  to  the  Royal  Pa¬ 
lace,  where  they  are  to  be  enter¬ 
tained  with  a  dinner,  and  to  have 
the  honour  of  being  ferved  by  the 
chamberlains,  who  will  afterwards 
give  them  a  ball . >> 

Letters  from  Turin  advife,  that 
on  the  7th  ult.  at  four  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  a  fhock  of  an  earthquake  was 
felt  in  that  city. 

They  write  from  Leghorn,  that 
a  late  {hock  of  the  earth  had  been 
felt  in  the  ifle  of  Scio,  which 
threw  down  a  Greek  church,  and 
deflroyed  upwards  of  forty  dwel¬ 
ling  houfes. 

They  write  from  Genoa,  that 
on  the  29th  of  January,  M.  Fran¬ 
cis  Maria  Rovere  having,  on  that 
day,  compleated  his  time  of  two 
years  as  doge  of  that  Republic, 
the  great  council  met  the  next  day, 
and  nominated  fifteen  perfons,  for 
one  out  of  that  number  to  be 
elected  to  fill  up  the  vacant  dig¬ 
nity.  On  the  31ft  the  fmall  coun® 
cil  alfembled,  and  reduced  the  no¬ 
mination  of  fifteen  to  fix :  and  on 
the  3d  inftant  the  great  council  met 
again,  and  elected  M.  Marcello 
Durazzo  to  fill  up  the  vacant  dig¬ 
nity  of  Doge  for  two  years  ;  upon 
which  occaflon  the  new  Doge  im¬ 
mediately  received  the  compli¬ 
ments  of  the  nobility  of  both  fexes, 
and  will  receive  the  compliments 
of  the  foreign  minifters  and  con- 
fuls  on  Monday. 

The  lafl  letters  from  New  York 
brinp-  advice,  that  more  new  ma- 
nufadories  are  going  on  there  j 
among  which  is  one  for  brafs 
wire,  and  another  for  enamelling 
all  kinds  of  trinkets,  after  the 
Birmingham  and  Sheffield  man¬ 
ner. 

The 


For  the  Y 

The  following  accounts  come 
from  Florence.  We  learn  from 
Finizzano,  a  territory  of  this  grand 
duchy,  that  between  the  2 lit  of 
la  ft  month  and  the  4th  of  the  pre- 
fent,  they  had  felt  thirty-fix  {hocks 
of  the  earth,  which  has  damaged 
a  great  number  of  public  edifices, 
anddeftroyed  many  country  houfes. 
The  mines  of  copper  and  filver 
lately  difcovered  at  Angliari,  will 
bring  in  40  per  cent. 

The  following  account  is 
14th.  given  of  Mr.  Higgins,  who 
was  lately  committed  to  the 
caftle  of  Gloucefter.  That  he  was 
born  at  Cradley  near  Bromfgrove 
in  Worcefterfhire.  Fie  lived  for 
fome  years  at  Knutsford,  in  Che- 
fhire,  where  he  married  a  woman 
of  a  very  good  family  ;  that  in  Oc¬ 
tober  1765,  he  had  fome  bufinefs. 
at  Briftol,  for  which  place  he  fet 
out  on  foot ;  that  he  put  up  at  an 
eating- houfe  near  the  market,  and 
there  received  of  different  people 
feveral  confiderable  fums.  Fie  then 
returned  to  Gloucefter  on  foot,  and 
in  pafting  on  to  Upton,  he  was 
benighted,  and  lay  under  a  hedge  * 
that  when  he  came  to  Upton  he 
took  a  poft-chaife  home,  whither 
he  was  purfued  by  Mr,  Bloxam, 
who  lived  with  Mr.  V  ■  1  fon  of  this 
city,  and  apprehended  on  fufpi- 
cion  of  breaking  open  Mr.  Wil¬ 
son’s  houfe  ;  that  whilft  he  was  in 
the  conftable’s  hands  atKnutsford, 
he  made  his  efcape,  and  having 
ordered  his  wife  to  difpofe  of  the 
goods  there,  fettled  at  French 
Hay.  FI  is  efcape  from  the  con- 
ftable,  he  fays,  induced  him  to 
change  his  name  from  Edw.  Hig¬ 
gins  to  George  Hickfon.  He  de- 
fired  to  be  excufed  mentioning  the 
names  of  the  perfons  of  whom 
he  received  the  money  at  BrjftoJ, 
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or  from  giving  any  information 
whence  he  drew  his  refources  for 
the  maintenance  ofhimfelf  and  fa¬ 
mily.  Flis  wife  is  a  genteel  wo¬ 
man,  and  he  has  five  children,  fome 
of  whom  are  grown  up.  A  large 
party  of  gentlemen  from  Briftol 
were  to  have  dined  with  him  the 
day  after  he  was  taken  up. 

Two  perfons  from  Birmingham, 
one  of  whom  is  the  gaoler,  came 
on  Friday  laft,  and  gave  infor¬ 
mation  on  oath,  before  Nicholas 
Hyett,  Efq;  that  Edward  Higgins, 
lately  apprehended  at  Briftol,  was 
transported  in  1754  from  Wor- 
cefter,  and  that  they  faw  him  again 
in  England  in  1756. 

Died  lately  at  Corfe  Caftle,  Ma¬ 
ry  Symmonds,  aged  106  years. 

At  Corke,  Mr.  Thaddeus  Hynes, 
aged  105  years. 

In  Yorkfhire,  John  Wood,  aged 
102. 

At  Folkftone  in  Kent,  Mrs. 
Mary  Beddingfield,  aged  96. 

In  Ireland,  Brien  O’Brien,  Efq; 
aged  109  years. 

At  New  Mai  ton,  Mary  Bielby, 

aged  107  years. 

At  Newcaftle,  John  Richardfon, 

aged  101  years. 

In  Chick-Lane,  Mrs.  Eliz.  Fen¬ 
nell,  aged  100  years. 

In  Oxford  Road,  Mrs.  Sarah 
Proften,  aged  102  years,  who  had 
acquired  a  fortune  of  jcgcoo  1.  by 
pawnbroking. 

In  Chancerv-Lane,  Mrs.  Pimm, 
aged  100  years. 


MARCH. 

^  The  fupercargo  of  the  Lord 
Clive  Eaft-Indiaman,  capt. 
Barclay,  outward  bound, for  China, 
came  to  the  India-houfe  with  an 
[TJ  2  account 


68]  ANNUAL 

account  of  the  above  fhip  being  loft 
off  Boulogne.  Two  of  the  crew 
were  drowned. 

The  grand  jury  of  the  city  of 
London  prefented  a  memorial  re¬ 
lating  to  the  keeper  of  the  houfe 
in  Chancery-lane  for  lodging  re¬ 
cruits  for  the  Eaft-India  company’s 
fervice. 

Tuefday  laft  a  caufe  was  tried  in 
Weftminfter-hall,  between  a  gen¬ 
tleman  in  Surry  and  a  phyiician  : 
the  a&ion  was  brought  againft  the 
latter  for  criminal  converfation 
with  the  plaintiff’s  lady,  and  a  ver¬ 
dict  was  given  with  50OI.  damages. 

The  following  inftance  of  the 
prefervation  of  animal  life  is  the 
moll  extraordinary  we  remember 
to  have  heard  of,  and  is  alfo  well 
attefted:  viz.  In  the  late  ftorm,  a 
gentleman  at  Dufton  near  Apple¬ 
by,  had  two  ewe  fheep  that  lay 
under  the  fnow  from  Monday  the 
1 8th  of  January  till  Sunday  the 
15th  of  laft  month,  being  thirty- 
four  days,  when  they  got  out  of  it 
themfelves  without  any  help  ;  al¬ 
though  they  had  nothing  to  live 
upon  but  fnow  all  that  time  ;  they 
could  run  as  fwift  as  a  child  of 
eight  or  ten  years  old  ;  they  had 
flood  at  about  five  yards  diftance 
from  each  other. 

There  is  now  in  the  poffeftion  of 
Mr.  Barber,  of  Handley,  near 
Worcefter,  a  fow  which  has  had 
no  lefs  than  34J  pigs.  In  the  fpace 
of  one  year  in  particular,  fhe  far¬ 
rowed  three  times,  had  feventeen 
pigs  in  the  ftrft  litter,  eighteen  in 
the  fecond,  and  nineteen  in  the 
third  ;  and  this  prolific  creature  is 
now  with  pig  again. 

The  amount  of  the  toll  of  the 
foot-paffage  over  the  new  bridge 
at  Black-Friars,  from  Nov.  19th, 


REGISTER 

1766,  to  Feb.  10th,  1767,  amount¬ 
ed  to  758 1.  1  s.  6d. 

Mr.  Thomas,  the  princi¬ 
pal  fupercargo  on  board  the  6th. 
Lord  Clive  Indiaman,  flays 
in  France  to  take  care  of  fuch  of 
the  company’s  effects  as  may  be 
preferved  out  of  the  wreck.  The 
two  fupercargoes  who  arrived  on 
Sunday,  were  ordered  on  Monday 
afternoon  to  the  Downs,  to  proceed 
to  China  on  board  the  Vanfittart. 

On  Tuefday  evening  a  great 
number  of  farmers  were  obferved 
going  along  Pall-mall  with  cock¬ 
ades  in  their  hats :  on  enquiring 
the  reafon,  it  appeared  they  all 
lived  in  or  near  the  parifh  of  Stan- 
well,  in  the  county  of  Middlefex, 
and  that  they  were  returning  to  their 
wives  and  families,  to  carry  them 
the  agreeable  news  of  a  bill  being 
rejected  for  inclofing  the  faid  com¬ 
mon,  which,  if  carried  into  exe¬ 
cution,  might  have  been  the  ruin 
of  a  great  number  of  families. 

Wednefday  laft  were  tried,  by  a 
fpecial  jury,  two  caufes,  in  both 
which  the  chamberlain  of  London 

was  plaintiff ;  one  againft  T - - 

J— — ,  and  the  other  againft  j— — 
S- - ,for  buying  and  felling  go¬ 

vernment  fee  urines  for  theirfriends, 
not  being  brokers  :  in  both  which 
caufes  verdifts  were  given  for 
the  defendants ;  by  which  it  is 
now  fettled,  that  every  perfon 
is  at  liberty  to  employ  his  friend 
to  buy  or  fell  government  fecuri- 
ties,  without  being  obliged  to  be 
at  the  expence  of  employing  a 
broker;  which  will  be  a  great  in¬ 
ducement  for  people  to  Jay  ou£ 
their  money  in  the  funds,  and  con- 
fequently  a  great  addition  to  pub¬ 
lic  credit. 

On  Tuefday  night  as  Charles 

Whit- 
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Whitworth,  Efq;  member  for  Blet- 
chingley  in  Surry,  was  returning 
to  his  houfe  dt  Greenwich,  a  foot¬ 
pad  hopped  his  carriage  at  the  end 
of  Peckham-Lane,  and  demanded 
his  money  ;  but  infleadof  comply¬ 
ing,  Mr.  Whitworth  let  down  the 
glafs  of  the  carriage,  and  fired  at 
him  with  a  blunderbufs ;  after 
which  the  coachman  drove  on. 
The  man  was  a  few  days  after¬ 
wards  found  dead  a  few  fields  dif- 
tant,  and  proved  to  be  an  oilier  on 
Blackheath. 

John  Wynne,  otherwife 
10th.  Power,  was  executed  pur- 
fuant  to  his  fentence,  at  Ex¬ 
ecution-Dock. 

About  one  o’clock  in  the  after¬ 
noon,  the  right  hon.  the  lord- 
mayor,  feveral  aldermen,  and  the 
committees  of  common-council 
and  of  the  fkinners  company, 
went  from  the  manfion-houfe,  in 
a  cavalcade  of  about  thirty  coaches, 
to  prefent  the  freedom  of  the  city 
of  London  to  his  Royal  Highnefs 
the  Duke  of  Cumberland  ;  and  on 
their  return  they  were  elegantly 
entertained  at  dinner  by  his  lord- 
fhip  at  the  manfion  houfe. 

On  Tuefday  evening,  one  of  the 
deputy  bearers  of  St.  Bride’s,  who 
had  been  turned  out  of  his  poll: 
with  two  others  and  a  grave-dig¬ 
ger,  for  being  concerned  in  bring¬ 
ing  a  corpfe  from  a  lock-up  houfe, 
to  the  church-yard  of  the  faid 
parifh,  at  Fleet-ditch,  late  at 
night,  came  to  the  committee  of 
poor,  then  fitting  in  the  veflry, 
and  defired  to  be  heard  in  his  vin¬ 
dication  ;  accordingly  he  was  ad- 
:  mitted,  when  he  declared  that  the 
grave-digger  came,  on  the  29th  of 
!  laft  September,  about  nine  at 
I  night,  jull  after  he  had  done  fup- 
per,  and  told  him  he  mu  ft  go  with 
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him  and  two  others,  to  fetch  a 

body  to  Mr. - the  undertaker. 

Accordingly  he  went  with  him  to 
the  undertaker’s  houfe,  where  his 
fervant  immediately  took  a  coffin, 
and  went  along  with  them  :  on 
coming  near  Temple-bar,  heafked 
the  grave-digger  (who  was  the 
principal  in  the  affair)  where  he 
was  going  to,  who  told  him  to 
Hyde-park  hofpital ;  but  when 
they  came  into  the  Butcher-row, 
they  flopped  at  a  certain  houfe, 
and  as  the  grave-digger  proceeded 
in  with  the  perfon  who  had  the 
coffin,  he  declared  he  would  not  go 
in,  for  he  did  not  like  the  houfe; 
but,  after  fome  altercation,  he  went 
with  the  reft,  and  with  fome  dif¬ 
ficulty  they  perfuaded  him  up 
flairs ;  at  the  top  of  the  houfe,  they 
found  a  poor  wretch  laying  dead, 
which  they  put  into  the  coffin,  but 
that  the  corpfe  and  the  houfe 
flunk  fo  much,  that  it  made  him 
bring  up  his  fupper,  for  he  be¬ 
lieved  the  body  had  been  dead  five 
or  fix  days  ;  however  they  brought 
the  corpfe  down  flairs,  and  refled 
it  in  the  paffage,  where  the  perfon 
of  the  houfe  gave  them  two  pots  of 
beer  to  drink,  which  were  fo  bad 
that  they  could  not  drink  it;  on 
which  they  defired  the  perfon  of 
the  houfe  to  let  them  have  a  penny¬ 
worth  of  gin  each,  and  they  would 
pay  for  it ;  but  he,  rapping  out  an 
oath,  told  them  he  would  give  it 
them  ;  on  drinking  which,  the 
door,  which  was  locked  all  the 
while  they  were  in  the  paffage, 
was  opened,  and  they  brought  the 
corpfe  away  ;  inflead  of  carrying 
it  to  the  undertaker’s,  as  the 
grave-digger  had  told  him  at  firfl, 
when  they  came  to  Fleet-market, 
he  then  told  them  the  undertaker 
would  not  be  at  home,  and  they 

[£]  I  might 
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might  as  well  carry  it  to  the  ch  urch- 
yard,  which  was  done  accordingly ; 
that  they  then  went  to  the  under¬ 
taker's  next  morning,  for  their 
pay,  who  gave  them  a  (hilling  a- 
piece  ;  on  which  one  of  the  bearers 
told  him  it  was  a  very  hard  jobb, 
and  hoped  he  would  give  them 
fomething  to  drink ;  the  under¬ 
taker  then  faid  he  had  but  four¬ 
teen  fhillings  for  the  burial,  feven 
of  which  he  had  paid  the  parifli, 
and  four  to  them,  fo  they  might 
judge  of  the  fmallnefs  of  his  profit ; 
however  he  gave  them  a  pot  of 
purl,  and  they  departed. 

Was  held  at  Merchant- 
12  th.  Taylors  hall,  a  general 
court  of  the  Eaft-India 
company,  when  it  appearing  by 
the  report  of  the  directors,  that  the 
late  terms  offered  by  them  to  go¬ 
vernment  were  inadmiffible,  there¬ 
fore  a  motion  was  made  by  George 
Dempfter,  Efq;  that  the  court 
fhould  be  adjourned  to  next  Wed- 
nefday,  in  order  that  fome  farther 
propofitions  might  be  propofed  to 
accommodate  the  prefent  differen¬ 
ces  between  the  company  and  the 
miniftry  ;  and  after  a  debate  of  near 
five  hours.  Sir  James  Hodges  mo¬ 
ved  that  the  court  fhould  be  ad¬ 
journed  to  next  Monday,  which 
motion  was  unanimouflv  approved 
of  by  the  whole  proprietors. 

They  write  from  Edinburgh, 
that  on  Thurfday  the  26th  of  Fe¬ 
bruary,  between  five  and  fix  in  the 
afternoon,  the  ferry-boat  on  the 
water  of  Garry,  at  Invergarry, 
near  the  pafs  of  Killicrahkie,  con¬ 
taining  thirty  paffengers,  was  car¬ 
ried  down  the  river  by  the.  rapi¬ 
dity  of  the  current,  and  was  over- 
fet ;  by  which  melancholy  accident 
no  lefs  than  twenty- feven  perfons 


have  mod  unfortunately  loft  their 
lives.  Thefe  unhappy  fufferers 
were  returning  from  Mouline  mar¬ 
ket,  where  they  had  been  difpofing 
of  their  linen  yarn.  Six  farmers, 
with  their  wives,  perifhed  on  this 
occafion.  This  paffage,  though 
the  only  accefs  to  a  populous  coun¬ 
try,  is  very  rapid  and  dangerous; 
and  this  is  the  third  time,  within 
thefe  twelvemonths,  that  this  boat 
has  been  forced  down  the  river, 
by  the  immenfe  rapidity  of  the 
current,  though  on  the  two  for¬ 
mer  occaftons  happily  no  lives  were 
loft. 

As  fome  workmen  were  lately 
digging  down  King  Barrow,  at  the 
fouth  end  of  Stoborough,  near 
Wareham,  in  Dorfetfhire,  to  make 
the  turnpike  road  in  the  centre,  at 
the  bottom  of  the  Barrow,  and  even 
with  the  furface  of  the  earth,  in  the 
natural  fandy  ground,  was  difco- 
vered  a  very  large  hollow  trunk  of 
an  oak,  rudely  excavated,  ten  feet 
long,  four  in  diameter,  much  de¬ 
cayed  ;  on  opening  it  were  found 
many  bones  of  an  human  body 
wrapped  up  in  a  large  covering 
of  feveral  deer  fkins,  neatly  fewed 
together.  On  unfolding  the  co¬ 
vering  was  found  a  fmall  veffel  of 
oak,  of  a  very  dark  colour,  in  the 
Ihape  of  an  urn.  On  the  ou tilde 
was  cut  a  great  number  of  lines, 
but  nothing  was  found  in  it.  There 
were  the  remains  feemingly  of  a 
piece  of  gold  lace,  four  inches  long 
and  two  and  a  half  broad,  found 
ftuck  on  a  deer- Ik  in  covering, 
which  was  very  much  decayed. 

A  weft-country  barge,  laden 
with  feven  hundred  facks  of  flour, 
and  three  hundred  q  uarters  ofmalt, 
is  funk  in  the  river  a  little  above 
Wind  for. 
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About  eight  in  the  even- 
53th.  ing,  the  Dauphinefs  died  at 
Verfailles.  Her  highnefs 
was  born  at  Drefden,  the  4th  of 
November  1731,  of  Frederic  Au- 
guftus  III.  king  of  Poland  and 
elector  of  Saxony,  and  Mary  Jofe- 
pha  Benedict,  arch-duchefs  of  Auf- 
tria,  eldeft  daughter  to  the  emperor 
jofeph.  She  was  married  the  9th 
of  November  1747,  to  Louis  Dau¬ 
phin  of  France,  who  died  at  Fon- 
tainbleau  the  20th  of  December 
1765.  By  this  prince  fhe  has  left 
five  children,  three  fons  and  two 
daughters.  Upon  this  melancholy 
occafion,  his  mod;  chriftian  ma- 
jefty  and  all  the  royal  family  retired 
immediately  to  Marli. 

Laft  night  the  prifoners  in  the 
Gatehoufe  rofe  in  the  abience  of 
the  head  turnkey,  rulhed  upon  the 
deputy  turnkey,  and  knocked  him 
down,  then  took  the  keys  and 
opened  the  door,  and  fix  made  their 
efcape,  but  by  timely  affiftance  the 
r eft  were  all  fecured. 

We  hear  from  Richards-caftle, 
(a  populous  parifli  of  feveral  miles 
extent,  famous  for  the  falubrity  of 
its  air,  and  celebrated  by  Camb- 
den  and  other  hiflorians,  for  that 
Prong  and  pure  fpring,  called 
Bonewell)  that  only  one  per  fori 
died  there,  in  the  laft  year  :  An 
inftance  fcarce  to  be  paralleled  in 
the  whole  nation. — It  is  remark¬ 
able  alfo  that  this  parifli  divides 
the  counties  of  Hereford  and  Sa¬ 
lop  ;  that  the  church  Hands  in  the 
former,  and  the  parfonage-houfe  in 
the  latter  county. 

Between  nine  and  ten  o’clock  in 
the  morning,  a  moft  dreadful  Ere 
broke  out  at  Ottery  St.  Mary,  in 
the  county  of  Devon,  which  con¬ 
tinued  till  fix  in  the  evening,  and 
pon fumed  the  better  part  of  the 


hi 

houfes  in  the  town.  Upwards  of 
fifty  dwe.lling-houfes,  with  ftiops, 
backhoufes,  and  the  fhambles,  are 
reduced  to  afhes  ;  the  wind  being 
very  high,  it  was  with  the  greateft 
difficulty  prevented  from  deftroy- 
ing  the  whole  town.  / 

Was  held  a  general  court 
of  the  Eaft-India  company,  iSth. 
at  Merchant- taylors  hall, 
Threadneedle-ftreet,  which  confid¬ 
ed  of  a  very  numerous  meeting  of 
the  proprietors  :  the  court  was 
opene'd  with  a  lpeech  from  a  very 
reputable  proprietor,  calling  to 
mind  the  great  fervices  and  merits 
of  lord  Clive  :  and  concluded  with 
the  following  motions,  viz. 

That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
court,  that  the  important  fervices 
rendered  to  the  company  by  lord 
Clive,  merit  a  grateful  acknow¬ 
ledgment  and  return  ;  and  that  a 
grant  to  his  lordfhip,  and  his  per- 
fonal  reprefentatives,  of  an  addi¬ 
tional  term  in  the  jaghire  of  ten 
years,  commencing  from  the  de¬ 
termination  of  his  lordfhip’s  pre- 
fent  right  therein,  would  be  a 
proper  acknowledgment  and  re¬ 
turn  for  fuch  important  fervices  ; 
and  that  it  be  recommended  to  the 
court  of  directors,  that  upon  any 
future  propofitions  being  made,  ei¬ 
ther  to  parliament,  or  to  his  ma- 
jefty’s  minifters,  this  refolution  of 
the  general  court  be  humbly  re- 
prefented. 

This  motion  being  feconded,  a 
debate  enfued,  which  concluded  in 
a  motion  of  adjournment  made  by- 
Mr.  Dempfter ;  upon  which  the 
court  divided,  and  it  was  carried 
againft  the  adjournment,  by  a  ma¬ 
jority  of  73,  viz.  243  againft  170; 
then  the  main  queftion  being  put, 
a  ballot  for  the  decifion  of  the  fame 
was  demanded  by  two  different 
[E]  4  feta 


ANNUAL  REGISTER 


72] 

fets  of  proprietors;  the  firft  con¬ 
fining  of  gentlemen  who  were  for 
the  queftion,  the  other  of  gentle¬ 
men  who  voted  for  the  adjourn¬ 
ment  of  the  court.  At  the  con- 
clufion  of  the  bollot,  the  numbers 
were,  for 

Sir  George  Colebroke’s  quell.  4 56 
Mr.  Gesrge  Dempfter’s  264 

After  the  conclufion  of  thefe  quef- 
tions,  the  proprietors  formed  them- 
felves  into  a  general  court,  when 
Mr.  Demplier  moved  to  reconfider 
the  queftion  concerning  the  addi¬ 
tional  term  of  ten  years  propofed 
to  be  granted  lord  Clive  in  his 
jaghire,  commencing  from  his 
lordlhip’s  prefent  intereft  therein, 
and  which  was  to  be  ballotted  for 
on  the  24th.  This  motion  was 
oppofed  by  Sir  James  Hodges,  knt. 
as  being  entirely  contrary  to  or¬ 
der,  and  the  proceedings  of  the 
faid  court.  After  a  debate,  which 
lafted  till  half  an  hour  pall  ten 
o’clock,  the  queftion  for  adjourn¬ 
ment  to  the  24th  was  carried  by  a 
very  confiderable  majority. 

They  write  from  Scotland,  that 
the  ruins  of  the  ancient  city  of  Ca- 
melon  have  been  lately  difeovered 
within  four  miles  cf  Perth.  This 
city  was  the  capital  of  the  Pi&ifti 
kingdom  before  it  was  over-run 
and  deftroyed  by  the  Scots  about 
800  years  ago. 

Since  the  erection  of  the  Britilh 
linen  company  at  Edinburgh  in 
3746,  the  annual  amount  of  linen 
ftamped  for  fale  in  Scotland,  is  in¬ 
creased  from  5480324  yards,  value 
222870  1.  ry  s.  to  12746659  yards, 
value  579227  1.  1  i  s.  which  was  the 
report  of  that  fociety  for  the  laft 
year. 

His  majefty  went  to  the 
ayd.  houfe  of  peers,  attended  by 
the  duke  of  An  caller  and 
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the  earl  of  Eglinton  ;  when  the 
royal  affent  was  given  to  thirty-one 
publick  and  private  bills,  among 
which  v/ere  the  following,  viz. 

The  bill  for  granting  an  aid  to 
his  majefty  by  a  land-tax  for  the 
fervice  of  the  prefent  year. 

The  bill  for  the  better  regu¬ 
lating  his  majefty’s  marine  forces 
when  on  Ihore. 

The  bill  for  rebuilding  the 
parilh-church  of  St,  Martin’s  in 
Worcefter. 

The  bill  for  the  more  effectual 
maintenance  and  relief  of  the  poor 
of  Queenborough  in  Kent. 

The  bill  to  enlarge  the  term  and 
powers  granted  to  the  inhabitants 
of  St.  Mary  Rotherhithe,  by  cer¬ 
tain  funeral  rates,  for  rebuilding 
their  parilh-church,  &c. 

They  write  from  Newcaftle,  that 
one  William  Hodgfon,  aged  twen¬ 
ty-two,  labourer,  at  Sir  Laurence 
Dundas’s  ailum  work,  fell,  du¬ 
ring  the  late  great  fnow,  from  the 
top  of  the  cliff  at  the  new  work  at 
Lofthoufe,  which  from  top  to  bot¬ 
tom  meafures  juft  155  yards.  The 
precipice  is  fomewhat  Banting  for 
about  two  thirds  from  the  tpp. 
Pie  Bid  down  that  part  of  the  rock 
on  his  breech  with  amazing  ve¬ 
locity,  carrying  down  with  him  a 
large  quantity  of  fnow,  which 
preferved  him  in  a  great  meafure  ; 
and  being  thrown  with  great  ve¬ 
hemence  from  a  projecting  crag, 
which  turned  hipi  heels  over  head, 
he  fell  down  perpendicular  up¬ 
wards  of  fifty  yards  into  a  fnow 
drift  at  the  foot  of  2,  cliff,  where 
he  lay  above  half  an  hour  before 
his  companions  could  get  to  him 
to  take  him  up  ;  and  indeed  they 
were  fome  time  in  fufpence  whe¬ 
ther  they  Biouid  go  to  him  or  to 
the  director  of  the  work,  in  order 

ta 
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to  have  the  coroner  Tent  for,  be- 
caufe  they  never  expelled  to  find 
him  alive.  His  right  thigh  was 
very  much  broke  ;  the  left  knee, 
and  the  inward  extremity  of  the 
right  collar  bone,  were  diftocated. 
He  was  infenfibie  for  fome  days, 
and  a  month  elapfed  before  he  re¬ 
covered  a  right  ufe  of  his  reafon. 
His  left  hand  is  paralytic ;  but 
there  are  at  prelent  hopes  of  his  re¬ 
covering  the  ufe  of  it  in  a  ftiort 
time.  It  is  remarkable  that  he 
was  fo  far  from  having  any  pre¬ 
fence  of  mind  during  the  fall,  that 
he  has  not  the  lealt  remembrance 
of  it,  and  on  growing  fenfible, 
would  not  for  fome  time  believe 
that  he  had  fallen  down  the  cliff, 
though  he  remembers  being  at  the 
top  of  it  juft  before  he  dipt  down  ; 
but  he  knows  no  more  of  what  fol¬ 
lowed  than  if  he  had  not  exifted, 
nor  has  any  idea  of  the  fpace  of 
time  during  which  he  was  infen¬ 
fibie. 

His  Danifh  majefty  was  taken 
ill  of  a  fcarlet  fever,  which  was 
thought  infeftious,  notwithftand- 
ing  which,  the  queen  moft  affidu- 
oufiy  attended  him,  nor  would  Ihe 
leave  him  day  or  night  till  his  life 
,  was  out  of  danger. 

A  gentleman  near  Warrington 
1  in  Lancalhire,  labouring  under  a 
delirium,  conceived  himfelf  befet 
by  robbers  and  affaftins,  and  being 
very  much  difordered  in  the  night, 
the  fervants  endeavoured  to  net 

O 

into  his  room  to  fecure  him,  when 
i  he  fuddenly  opened  the  door,  and 
;  in  the  dark  difcharged  a  fowling 
:  piece  among  them,  whereby  an  old 
fervant  whom  he  had  a  great  re¬ 
gard  for,  was  killed,  and  others 
'were  much  hurt,  to  the  inexpref- 
iible  grief  of  the  family. 

f  he  numbers  upon  the  ballot 
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taken  at  Merchant- taylors  hall, 
upon  the  queftion  propofed  by  fir 
James  Hodges,  knt.  relating  to  the 
grant  of  an  additional  term  of  ten 
years,  after  the  determination  of 
lord  Cliveks  prefen t  right  in  his 
jaghire  fhall  be  expired.  Was  de» 
clared  as  follovs : 

For  the  queluon  — »  361 

Agamft  it  ■ —  332. 

Majority  29 

After  the  above  declaration,  Mr* 
Baker  moved  for  an  immediate  ad* 
journment.  This  motion  was  op- 
pofed  by  another  proprietor,  who 
offered  an  amendmant  to  this  quef- 
tion,  viz.  That  the  court  fhould 
be  adjourned  to  a  certain  day,  in 
order  to  receive  the  directors  re¬ 
port,  concerning  Mr.  Sullivan’s, 
and  the  other  prooofitions  referred 
to  the  directors  confideration,  for 
accommodating  tie  company’s  pre- 
fent  difputes  w:th  government. 
Thefe  two  queftbns  caufed  long 
debates,  which  lafted  till  after 
1 1  o’clock,  when  a  divifion  being 
demanded  upon  tie  firft  queftion, 
there  were 

For  adjourning/?^  die  86 
Againft  it.  —  76 

Majority  10 
The  following  extraordinary  a f~ 
fair  happened  at  Ferrybridge.  On 
Monday  morning  the  fecond  inft. 
the  wife  of  Thomas  Benfon  of 
that  place,  being  fuddenly  taken 
ill,  Ihe  to  all  appearance  expired, 
and  continued  without  any  fymp- 
toms  of  life  the  whole  day,  and 
every  proper  requifite  was  ordered 
for  her  funeral ;  but  the  hufband, 
hoping  for  fome  confolation  in  his 
diftrefs,  by  fome  money  which  he 
had  reafon  to  believe  ihe  had  fe- 
creted  from  him  in  her  life-time, 

began 


74]  ANNUAL  REGISTER 


Ijegan  to  fearch  for  it  on  Tuefday 
morning,  and  found  feven  pounds 
ten  fhillings  in  crown  pieces,  con¬ 
cealed  in  an  old  box :  but,  upon 
bis  attempting  to  take  it  away,  be 
was  furprized  by  his  wife,  who 
was  juft  then  recovered,  met  him, 
and  terribly  frightened  him,  by 
appearing  as  if  nothing  had  hap¬ 
pened,  and  continued  feemingly 
in  good  health  till  Tliurfday  noon, 
when  Ihe  actually  expired. 

LENT  CIRCUIT. 

4 

At  Aylefbury  nffizes,  five  were 
capitally  convided,  four  of  whom 
were  reprieved. 

At  Bedford  ahzes,  three  were 
capitally  convided,  one  of  whom 
was  reprieved. 

At  Briftol  affizes,  three  were  ca¬ 
pitally  convided,  two  of  whom 
were  reprieved. 

At  Cambridge  affizes,  two  were 
capitally  convidd. 

At  Chelmsfordaftizes,  nine  were 
capitally  convidd,  eight  of  whom 
were  reprieved. 

At  Dorchefter  affizes,  two  were 
capitally  convided,  one  of  whom 
was  reprieved. 

At  Eaft  Grinfbad  affizes,  three 
were  capitally  convided,  but  were 
reprieved. 

At  the  ifle  of  Ely  affizes,  none 
were  capitally  corvided,  there  not 
being  fo  much  as  one  fmgle  indid- 
ment  before  the  grand  jury. 

At  Gloucefter  affizes,  fix  were 
capitally  convided,  three  of  whom 
were  reprieved.  Five  of  the  rioters, 
condemned  at  the  fpecial  commif- 
fion,  were  ordered  to  be  tranfport- 
ed  for  life. 

At  Hereford  affizes,  feven  were 
capitally  convided. 
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At  Huntingdon  affizes,  one  was 
capitally  convided. 

At  Kingfton  affizes,  three  were 
capitally  convided,  one  of  whom 
was  Richard  Ivlihil,  a  baker,  for 
the  murder  of  his  brother  ;  an  ac¬ 
count  of  which  the  reader  may  fee 
in  our  laft  year’s  chronicle.— -At 
this  affize  a  remarkable  caufe  was 
tried  between  a  gentleman,  plaint¬ 
iff,  and  Mr.  Wm.  Courtney, defend¬ 
ant  ;  the  adion  was  upon  a  wager 
of  100  guineas,  which  was  reduced 
into  writing,  that  plaintiff  procured 
three  horfes  that  fhould  go  ninety 
miles  in  three  hours,  which  defend¬ 
ant  laid  he  did  not.  T lie  plaintiff 
proved  his  cafe  very  well  ;  but,  it 
appearing  to  the  court  and  jury 
that  it  was  an  unfair  bet,  the  jury 
gave  a  verdid  for  the  defendant. 

It  feems  the  manner  plaintiff  per¬ 
formed  this  undertaking  was  by 
ftarting  all  the  three  horfes  toge¬ 
ther,  fo  that  they  had  but  thirty 
miles  a -piece  to  run  in  the  three 
hours,  which  was  done  with  all 
the  eafe  imaginable. 

At  Lancafter  aflizes,  fix  were  ca¬ 
pitally  convided. 

At  Lincoln  affizes,  two  were  ca¬ 
pitally  convided. 

At  Maidftone  affizes,  two  were 
capitally  convided,  one  of  whom 
was  Robert  Rymes  for  the  murder  - 
of  Richard  Williamfon,  hoftler  at 
the  Antelope,  at  Hartford.  Rymes, 
who  had  been  long  a  vagabond, 
cameinto  thekitchen,  and  demand¬ 
ed  beer,  which  the  mailer  of  the 
inn  refufed;  on  which  he  became 
troublefome  :  The  hoftler  was  or¬ 
dered  to  turn  him  out.  Rymes 
ftruggled  hard,  and  fwore  he  would 
flab  him.  The  hoftler  defended 
himfelf  with  a  flick,  and  then  ran 
from  Rymes,  who  purfued  him  a- 
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bout  an  hundred  yards,  overtook 
him,  and  gave  him  a  mortal  wound 
in  his  bread,  of  which  he  died  two 
days  after.  The  trial  laded  five 
hours,  and  the  jury  brought  in 
their  verdict  wilful  murder,  and  in 
confequence  Rymes  was  executed 
at  Dartford  next  day.  He  died 
without  the  lead  remorfe,  faving 
he  was  guilty  of  no  crime,  nor 
would  ever  forgive  his  profecutor, 
for  what  he  did  was  only  in  his 
own  defence. 

Nottingham  proved  a  maiden 
■afiize. 

At  the  adizes  at  Oakham,  two 
were  capitally  convi&ed,  but  were 
reprieved. 

At  Oxford  adizes,  none  were  ca¬ 
pitally  convicted. 

At  Reading  adizes,  three  were 
capitally  convicted. 

At  Salifbury  adizes,  three  were 
capitally  convicted,  two  of  whom 
were  reprieved. 

At  Shrewd) ury  adizes,  fix  were 
capitally  convicted. 

At  Stafford  adizes,  feven  were 
capitally  convicted,  all  of  whom 
were  reprieved,  except  a  woman  for 
a  robbery,  who  pleading  her  belly, 
was  refpited  to  the  20th  of  June. 

At  Suffolk  adizes,  four  were  ca¬ 
pitally  convicted,  but  were  all  re¬ 
prieved. 

At  Taunton  adizes,  four  were 
capitally  convicted,  but  have  been 
all  reprieved. 

At  Thetford  adizes,  feven  were 
capitally  convicted. 

At  Warwick  adizes,  four  were 
capitally  convicted,  one  of  whom 
was  reprieved. 

At  V/inchefter  adizes,  feven  were 
capitally  conviCted. 

At  the  adizes  for  the  county  of 
Y ork,  five  were  capitally  con  viCted, 
three  of  whom  were  reprieved. 


At  the  adizes  for  York  city,  one 
woman  was  capitally  convicted. 

The  late  dauphinefs  hath  be¬ 
queathed  feveral  religious  jewels  to 
the  queen  ;  her  bedding  ring  to  the 
cathedral  church  of  Chartres ;  a 
picture  reprefenting  Night  to  the 
bifhop  of  Verdun,  herfirft  almoner, 
whom  the  recommends  to  the  king 
in  her  will,  as  alfo  Mr.  Pan  tier  de 
la  Breuille,  her  phyfician,  and  Mr. 
d’ Artis,  valet  de  chambre  of  the 
late  dauphin;  a  picture  of  that 
prince  in  the  regimentals  of  a  dra¬ 
goon,  to  the  duke  dela  Vaguyon, 
with  a  precious  relic  ;  another  re¬ 
lic  to  the  countefs  de  Marfan,  o-q- 
vern efs  to  the  children  of  France  ; 
and  a  fuperb  fnuff-box  to  each  of 
her  ladies.  That  princefs  has  alfo 
dignified  her  intentions,  that  all 
her  domeftics  be  amply  rewarded. 
According  to  her  defire,  her  heart 


was  depofited  in  the  royal  abbey 
of  St.  Dennis,  by  the  cardinal  de 
Luynes,  and  the  countefs  de  la 
Marche  accompanied  it  thither. 
Her  highnefs’s  body  was  removed 
on  Saturday  to  Fontainebleau,  and 
the  next  day  to  the  metropolitan 
church  of  Sens,  where  it  was  de¬ 
pofited  in  the  fame  vault  with  the 
remains  of  the  late  dauphin.  The 
funeral  fervice  was  performed  by 
the  cardinal  de  Luynes. 

The  governors  of  the  city 
ofLondon  lying-in-hofpital 
held  their  annual  feaft,  &c, 

when  330  1.  was  collected  for  the 
charity. 


As  feven  or  eight  mufqueteers 
were  coming  out  of  an  eating-houfe 
in  Paris,  where  they  had  drank 
plentifully,  they  happened  to  be 
fplafhed  by  a  little  cart  that  a  poor 
man  was  drawing  along,  on  which 
they  fell  upon  the  poor  fellow,  and 
beat  him  levereJy.  A  foldier  of 


7  6]  A  N  N  U  A  L 

the  watch  feeing  this,  called  the 
guard,  which  being  come,  would 
ihave  feized  the  mufqueteers,  but 
they  drew  their  fwords,  and  threat¬ 
ened  to  run  through  the  body  who¬ 
mever  ffiould  dare  to  lay  hold  of 
them.  More  guards  were  called. 
But  this  reinforcement  ferved  only 
to  irritate  the  mufqueteers.  They 
were  delired  to  lay  down  their 
arras,  and  the  affair  fhould  be 
dropped,  but  in  vain  ;  nothing 
couid  perfuade  them  ;  fo  that  the 
guards,  after  having  behaved  to 
them  in  a  manner  fuitable  to  their 
quality,  fired  amufquetftiot,  which 
happily  did  no  hurt,  but  was  the 
Jignal  of  a  fharpand  obftinate  fight 
on  both  fides,  in  which  one  of  the 
mufqueteers  was  mortally  wound¬ 
ed  ;  the  others  fled.  Moll  of  the 
foldiera  of  the  guard  were  wound¬ 
ed  in  this  battle,  which  lafted  near 
two-  hours. 

They  write  from  Hertford  in 
New-England  of  the  12th  of  Ja¬ 
nuary,  that  the  weather,  which  of 
late  had  been  very  cold,  changed 
to  warm  5  and  laft  Monday  it  be¬ 
gan  to  rain,  which  continued  that 
night  and  next  day  ;  there  being  a 
good  deal  of  fnow  on  the  ground, 
st  occafloned  a  vaft  and  fudden 
flood,  which  has  done  great  da¬ 
mage  to  the  mills,  dams,  bridges, 
&c.  In  this  place  a  large  dam  is 
carried  away,  together  with  a  faw- 
mill,  and  the  greateft  part  of  a  grift 
mill,  in  which  was  deftroyed  a  con¬ 
siderable  quantity  of  grain  and 
meal  ;  another  grift  mill  on  the 
fame  ftream  has  received  fome  da¬ 
mage,  and  the  great  bridge  was 
with  the  greateft  difficulty  preferv- 
ed.  A  warehoufe,  fitted  up  for, 
and  occupied  by  a  family,  at  the 
ferry,  was  entirely  carried  off 
by  the  ice,  and  the  family  y ery 
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narrowly  efcaped.  Happily  the 
ice  flopped  before  the  height  of 
the  flood,  or  it  is  probable  all  the 
ftores  and  dwelling  houfes  at  the 
river  fide  had  been  (wept  away.  All 
the  weft  divilion  bridges  but  one 
are  carried  away,  and  their  mills 
much  damaged.  Befldes  the  above, 
the  town  will  fuft'er  greatly  in  the 
lofs  of  fences,  which  are  prodigi- 
oufly  damaged.  At  Middletown, 
the  great  bridge  lately  eredted,  is 
carried  away,  as  are  alfo  feveral 
other  bridges  on  the  fame  river  ;  in 
the  weft  part  of  that  town  feveral 
bridges,  mills,  and  dams  are  fwept 
away.  Mr,  Stephen  Blake  of  that 
place,  an  under  fheriff,  and  his  fon 
about  twelve  years  old,  were  both 
drowned,  in  attempting  to  crofs  a 
bridge  at  the  fouth  end  of  the 
town.  At  Suffield,  all  their  mills, 
dams,  and  bridges,  are  carried 
away,  or  much  damaged.  At  Far¬ 
mington,  a  fulling-mill,  with  its 
dam,  has  been  carried  off;  their 
bridges  are  a  good  deal  damaged. 
The  bridge  at  Windfor,  which  late¬ 
ly  coft  200 1.  in  building,  is  de¬ 
ftroyed.  At  Wintonbnry,  a  fulling 
mill,  and  dam,  belonging  to  Capt. 
Gillet,  were  carried  away,  together 
with  a  quantity  of  cloth.  On  the 
poll:  road  between  this  place  and 
New  York  there  are  only  Kingf? 
bridge  and  a  bridge  at  Norwolk 
left  ftanding.  New  Haven  has 
fuffered  very  much,  having  loft 
three  or  four  large  bridges,  and 
two  or  three  dykes  made  for  datn- 
rning  out  the  tides, 

A  calculation  of  the  number  of 
cattle,  &c.  killed  in  one  year  in 
the  city  of  London,  made  by  the 
late  Mr.  Empfon,  1761  :  Sheep 
and  lambs  711,121  ;  bulls,  oxen, 
and  cows,  78,254 ;  calves,  1 04,760, ; 
hogs  for  pork,  146,932  ;  for 

bacon. 
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bacon,  41,000;  fucking  pigs, 
52,600. 

Another  fire  has  nearly  complet¬ 
ed  the  total  ruin  of  the  unfortunate 
town  of  Bridgetown  in  Barbadoes. 
It  broke  out 'between  eight  and 
nine  at  night,  on  the  27th  of  De¬ 
cember,  andcontinued  burning  till 
morning,  with  more  fury  than  the 
dreadful  one  of  the  19th  of  May. 
Above  forty  dwell ing-houfes  are 
burnt  down,  befides  feveral  con- 
iiderable  ftores  and  timber-yards. 
It  began  in  an  old  ftore  of  Meffrs. 
Bedford  and  Co.  but  in  what  man¬ 
ner  no  one  can  give  any  account. 
Several  large  yards  full  of  lumber 
and  coals  being  contiguous,  it  was 
impoffible  to  extinguilh  it  till  it 
had  confumed  all  within  its  reach, 
befides  feveral  capital  houfes  be¬ 
longing  to  the  merchants;  avail: 
quantity  of  boards,  planks,  haves, 
and  heading  for  fugar  and  rum 
calks,  &c.  were  deftroyed,  as  mod 
of  the  trade  was  carried  on  in  this 
fpot  fince  the  former  terrible  dif- 
aller. 

They  write  from  Venice,  that 
the  deputies  of  the  republic  gave 
lately  to  the  reigning  duke  of  W ur- 
temburgh  the  diverfion  of  a  bull¬ 
fight  in  the  fquare  of  St.  Mark. 
Forty-eight  mafks,  drelfed  in  the 
Englifh,  Spanifh,  Swifs,  and  Hun. 
garian  manner,  harrafied  the  bulls 
while  they  were  baited  by  the  dogs  ; 
after  which  two  perfons  llruck  off, 
at  a  fingle  blow,  the  heads  of  fix 
bulls  fuccelfively.  The  baiting  of 
three  bulls,  with  fireworks  fixed  to 
them,  clofed  the  diverfion,  at  which 
upwards  of  twenty  thoufandperfons 
afiifted  ;  and  there  was  afterwards  a 
grand  fupper. 

The  edid  againfi:  luxury  is  fo 
ftrklly  obferved  at  Stockholm,  that 
a  counfellor  of  ftate,  who  had  neg- 
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lefted  to  have  a  velvet  border  ffript 
off  a  cloak  which  he  had  worn  raa^ 
ny  years,  was  fummoned  a  few  days 
ago  before  the  tribunal  to  whom 
the  execution  of  the  faid  edidt  be¬ 
longs,  and  reprimanded  ;  and  a  la¬ 
dy,  refpeflable  no  lefs  by  her  merit 
than  her  high  birth,  has  been  alfh 
obliged  to  appear  before  them,  for 
drinking  a  difh  of  chocolate  in  her 
box  at  the  play-houfe. 

The  king  of  Naples,  playing 
lately  with  the  prince  de  Spacca- 
torno,  gentleman  of  his  chamber., 
accidentally  tore  one  of  the  prince’s 
ruffles.  The  latter,  who  ought  ta 
have  taken  it  only  in  joke,  imme¬ 
diately  uttered  fome  harlh  expref- 
iions,  and  was  put  under  an  arrell 
for  fome  days  in  the  caffle  ;  from 
whence  he  was  no  fooner  releafed, 
than,  inftead  of  going  to  make  his 
excufes  to  the  king,  as  good  fenfe 
dictated,  he  went  to  the  prince  de 
St.  Nicandre,  formerly  his  majef- 
ty’s  governor,  and  there  made  ufe 
of  terms  as  unguarded  as  before  ; 
for  which  audacity  he  has  been  again 
punifhed  by  the  lofs  of  all  his 
polls,  and  banilhment  to  his  eilate 
in  Sicily. 

Letters  from  Saintonge  advife, 
that  the  wolves  have  lately  made 
moll  terrible  ravages  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  St.  Jean  d’Angeli, 
where  feveral  perfons  who  had  been 
bit  by  them  have  died  mad. 

A  woman,  by  profefiion  a  feam- 
lirefs,  had  been  condemned  by  an. 
arret  of  the  parliament  of  Paris,  to 
make  the  amende  honorable,  to  be 
fixed  to  the  Carcan,  to  be  branded 
and  confined  to  the  faltpetre-houfe 
for  nine  years, for  having,  by  means 
of  a  forged  regifier  of  her  firll  huf- 
band’s  burial,  contrafted  a  fecond 
marriage  with  another  man,  whofe 
widow  Ihe  now  is.  The  writing* 

mailer. 
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mailer,  who  forged  the  regifler,  is 
likewife  condemned  to  the  gallies 
for  life,  after  making  the  amende 
honorable,  and  being  branded  in 
the  fhoulders.  This  fentence  began 
to  be  executed  laft  Thurfday. 

There  was  lately  tried  at  Chelmf- 
ford,  in  Effex,  two  caufes,  where¬ 
in  William  Butler, and  John  Mun- 
gall,  of  Barking,  in  the  fame 
county,  fifhermen,  were  plaintiffs ; 
and  an  officer  of  the  cultoms,  at 
Malden,  defendant.  The  action 
was  brought  for  the  illegal  feizure 
and  detainer  of  the  plaintiff’s  frill¬ 
ing  -  boat,  and  for  killing  and 
otherwife  damaging!  with  a  boat¬ 
hook,  their  cargo  of  fifh,  for  no 
other  reafon  than  the  plaintiff’s 
having  on  board  an  old  rufly  muf- 
ket,  a  pound  of  (hot,  and  half  a 
pound  of  powder,  which  the  officer 
called  lire  arms,  again  ft  the  king. 
A  verdift  was  found  for  the  plain¬ 
tiffs,  with  damages  and  full  coils 
of  fuit, 

A  coal-mine  has  been  opened 
near  Campbeltown  in  Cantjre, 
which  promifes  to  fucceed.  well  ; 
in  time  it  may  prove  an  advanta¬ 
geous  trade  to  that  port,  which 
promifes  to  be  a  flouri  filing  place, 
from  whence  many  veffels  are  going 
to  the  Newfoundland  fiffiery. 

They  ivrite  from  Genoa,  that  the 
hereditary  prince  of  Brunfwick  ar¬ 
rived  there  from  Turin,  early  in 
the  morning  of  the  20th  of  Fe¬ 
bruary*  At  half  an  hour  after  his 
arrival,  he  was  complimented  by 
the  mailer  of  the  ceremonies  in  the 
republic’s  name,  who  renewed  the 
offer  of  a  deputation  on  behalf 
of  the  republic,  which  his  Serene 
Highnefs  defired,  in  the  mofl  po¬ 
lite  manner,  to  be  excufed  from 
accepting.  The  prince  will  em¬ 
bark,  in  a  few  davs,  on  board  his 
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majefly’s  Ihip  Montreal,  for  Anti¬ 
bes  or  Toulon. 

The  late  earthquake  has  done 
confiderable  damage  to  the  houfes 
in  this  city.  It  has  been  fucceeded 
by  feveral  other  (hocks  not  fo  vio¬ 
lent  as  the  firft,  and  there  is  a  con- 
flant  tremor  in  the  earth,  felt  in 
the  city  and  its  environs. 

On  the  9th  of  February,*  at  a 
quarter  after  four  in  the  morning, 
three  fucceffive  fhocks  of  the  earth 
were  felt  at  Graffe  in  France;  The 
firft  lafted  but  a  few  feconds,  tho* 
it  waked  feveral  perfons  in  bed, 
and  threw  down  forne  tiles  and 
chimnies.  During  its  continuance, 
a  found  was  heard  like  that  of  a 
ftrong  gufl  of  wind.  The  two  other 
fhocks  were  not  fo  fenfibly  felt. 
Thefe  fhocks  were  confiderably 
more  violent  in  Italy  ;  but  dimi- 
nifhed  in  proportion  as  they  were 
nearer  to  France.  Their  force  was 
greateil  at  Venice,  lefs  confiderable 
at  Genoa,  and  flill  lefs  at  Nice. 

By  the  earthquakes  at  Fivizzano 
in  Tufcany,  the  cathedral  is  rent 
in  many  parts’;  the  church  of  the 
Cordeliers  has  fuffered  much,  and 
the  great  hofpital,  the  town-hall, 
and  the  falt-magazine,  are  greatly 
damaged. 

On  the  12th  of  this  month,  at 
three  in  the  morning,  a  fire  broke 
out  in  the  king’s  palace  at  Warfavv, 
and  in  two  hours  deflroyed  one  en¬ 
tire  wing;  in  which,  amongft  0- 
ther  people,  were  lodged  a  part  of 
his  majefty’s  own  family.  No  lives 
were  loffi,  but  papers  of  great  im¬ 
portance  to  the  republic  are  de¬ 
flroyed. 

Prince  Repnin,  ambaffador  from 
Raffia,  prefented  a  declaration  to 
the  king  of  Poland,  figned  by  the 
emprefs,  by  which  fhe  demands, 
that  the  Diffidents  of  Poland  and 

Lithua- 
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Lithuania  be  forthwith  reftored  to 
the  enjoyment  of  their  ancient 
rights  and  privileges  ;  and  that,  in 
order  to  aceomplilh  this,  file  has 
found  herfelf  obliged  to  order 
30,000  men  to  enter  Poland,  who 
will  not  leave  the  country  till  the 
Diffidents  are  put  upon  an  equal 
footing  with  the  other  citizens. 

A  confpiracy  was  formed  among 
the  felons  in  the  North- Gate  jail 
inChefter,  wherein  one  Evan  Tho¬ 
mas,  who  was  confined  for  a  mur¬ 
der  and  robbery,  was  the  ring¬ 
leader.  About  eight,  whep  the 
turnkey  was  going  to  put  him  and 
three  others  into  the  dungeon, 
Thomas  feize'd  him,  and  threw  him 
into  the  dungeon,  and  took  the  key 
from  him  and  locked  him  in  ;  his 
cries  brought  Mr.  Whitehead,  the 
gaoler,  down  to  his  afiiftance,  when 
Thomas  ran  a  penknife  into  his 
throat,  and  killed  him  on  the  fpot. 
They  went  up  into  the  houfe,  and 
feizingMrs, Whitehead, demanded 
the  key  of  the  North-Gate  from 
her,  -  who  told  them  that  her  huf- 
band  had  it  in  his  pocket  ;  upon 
which  they  went  down  Hairs  to 
fearch  for  it.  In  the  mean  time 
Mrs.  -Whitehead  unlocked  the 
North- Gate  door,  to  call  afTi fiance; 
but  they  came  up  again,  and  feized 
her  while  the  door  was  open  :  three 
men,  however,  coming  out  of  the 
fireCt,  fecured  three  of  the  felons  ; 
but  the  above  Evan  Thomas  made 
his  efcape :  his  irons  were  found  the 
next  day  in  a  field  near  the  city. 

1  About  nine  at  night,  four 
’  *  men,  coming  to  town  from 

Holloway  in  a  hackney-coach,  were 
attacked  by  four  foot-pads,  who, 
on  fome  refiftance  being  made, 
lhot  one  of  the  men  through  the 
head,  and  h"  expired  immediately. 
They  tdokfrom  the  refi  about  15  1. 


and  helped  the  dead  man  (one 
Griffiths,  a  turner  in  Clerkemvel!) 
into  the  coach,  and  then  made  their 
efcape.-— Intelligence  of  this  mur¬ 
der,  with  a  defeription  of  the  mur¬ 
derers,  being  fent  to  Sir  John 
Fielding  immediately,  one  of  them 
was  taken  next  day,  and  by  his 
means  all  the  reft. 

A  terrible  accident  happened  at 
a  colliery"  near  Farfield,  Durham. 
The  pi:s  were  80  fathom  deep  ; 
and  on  friday  morning  laft,  when 
all  the  lands  were  at  work,  it  went 
off  with  a  great  explofion,  by  which 
39  perbtis  loft  their  lives.  Moil 
of  theh  bodies  are  got  up,  but  in 
a  very  mangled  manner.  The  own¬ 
ers  are  now  giving  20  1.  premium 
per  nan  ;  and  fo  great  is  the  necef- 
fity  :•£  the  poor,  that  they  are  al¬ 
ready  nearly  fapplied. 

Tie  whole  quantity  of  the  dif- 
ferett  forts  of  grain  imported  this 
month  at  the  port  of  London,  a- 
momts  to  71,153  qrs. 

She  following  are  the  parti¬ 
culars  of  a  murder  perpetrated  by 
Alexander  Grant,  alias  Dearg, 
weaver,  in  Drummulie,  in  the 
Aire  of  Elgin,  on  John  MeDonald, 
alias  McIfaac,  tenant  in  Drum- 
n  lie,  on  the  15  th  of  March. 
Grant  kept  a  whi£ky  houfe,  as  did 
M ‘Donald ;  the  latter  fupplied 
vith  better  liquor,  and,  being  of 
a  more  affable  temper,  engroffed. 
all  the  company.  Grant’s  envy 
was  raifed,  and  he  was  often  heard 
to  fay,  “  he  would  do  him  an  ill 
tarn.”  On  a  Sunday,  Grant, 
with  M‘Donald’s  brother-in-law, 
and  fome  neighbours,  went  to 
drink  whilky  at  M‘Donald,s ; 
when,  after  they  were  pretty 
much  intoxicated,  they  agreed  to 
fpend  the  afternoon  over  Grant’s 
whilky.  They Let  out,  but,  when 

they 
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they  were  at  a  diftance  from 
McDonald’s,  Grant  told  the  com¬ 
pany,  he  had  fomething  to  com¬ 
municate  to  him,  which  he  choie 
to  do  in  private,  and  defired  them 
to  flep  forward.  After  waiting 
fome  time  at  a  diftance,  they  con¬ 
cluded  they  had  gone  bick  again 
to  M'Donald’s  ;  but,  or  return¬ 
ing,  found  them  drugging  toge¬ 
ther,  and  faw  Grant  plunge  a  large 
knife  into  M'Donald’s  b*dy,  and 
throw  him  on  the  ground.  This 
done,  he  advanced  with  h.s  knife 
reeking  with  the  blood  of  the  un¬ 
fortunate  man,  and  made  at  his 
brother-in-law,  who,  with  the  reft 
of  the  company,  endeavoured  to 
fave  themfelves  by  flight.  Grant 
overtook  him,  and  gave  him  ftveral 
wounds,  and,  if  the  reft  hal  not 
interpofed,  would  have  killec  him 
on  the  fpot.  The  villain  fl<d  to 
the  woods,  and  200  men  are  now 
in  purfuit  of  him.  The  brother- 
in-law’s  life  is  defpaired  of. 

n  Between  eleven  and  twdve 
r*  at  night,  large  detachmeits 
of  troops  were  fent  to  each  of  tie 
fix  different  houfes  of  Jefuits  :n 
Madrid  ;  and  the  doors  being  oper- 
ed,  the  bells  were  firft  fecured,  and 
acentinel  was  polled  at  every  cel, 
the  occupier  of  which  being  obli¬ 
ged  to  rife, they  were  affembled,ani 
the  king  of  Spain’s  commands  weie 
dignified  to  them.  In  the  mean 
time,  all  the  hired  coaches  and 
chaifes  at  Madrid,  together  with  a 
number  of  waggons,  were  properly 
diftributed  ;  and  early  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  the  Jefuits,  to  the  number 
of  about  three  hundred  and  fifty, 
were  In  motion.  They  were  al¬ 
lowed  to  carry  every  neceffary  along 
with  them.  They  took  the  road 
to  Carthagena,  where  they  will 
embark  for  Rome, 


REGISTER 

There  is  now  living  in  a  village 
near  Ludlow,  in  Shropfliire,  one 
John  Saunders  and  his  wife,  whofe 
ages  added  together,  make  212, 
the  man  being  107,  and  the  wo¬ 
man  105  ;  they  are  both  chiefly 
fupported  by  the  charity  of  fome 
neighbouring  gentlemen. 

Died,  Nicholas  Dufrenois,  a  no¬ 
tary  at  Berrieux,  in  the  diocefe  of 
Laon,  the  15th  ult.  aged  101.  He 
married  at  75,  and  had  fix  chil¬ 
dren  ;  and  never  had  any  illnefs. 

At  Wigtown  in  Scotland,  Mary 
Finlater,  aged  113  years. 

At  Hampftead,  Mrs.  Jane  Sta* 
pies,  aged  106  years. 


APRIL. 

The  governors  of  the  Mag-  ^ 
dalen  charity  held  their  an- 
niverfary  feaft  at  drapers  hall, 
Throgmorton-ftreet,  after  a  fer- 
mon,  preached  at  St.  George’s 
Hanover- fquare,  by  the  Reverend 
Mr.  Sellon,  Chaplain  to  the  Earl 
of  Pomfret.  The  collection,  at 
the  church  and  hall,  amounted  to 
523 1.  8  s. 

A  caufe,  which  has  been  de-  ^ 
pending  for  upwards  of  two 
years,  between  two  gentlemen  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Exeter,  has 
at  lenp-th  been  determined  at  the 

O 

affizes  for  that  city*  The  aftion 
was  brought  againft  the  defendant 
for  carrying  the  produce  of  the 
harveft  of  the  year  1764,  without 
giving  notice  to  the  plaintiff’s  de¬ 
puties  of  their  intention  of  carrying 
the  fame,  in  order  that  the  plaintiff, 
as  owner  of  the  tythes  of  the  faid 
pariih,  might  fend  for  his  tenth  of 
the  produce  ;  when,  after  a  trial 
which  lafted  14  hours,  in  which 
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the  plaintiff  proved  that  it  had 
been  a  cuftom  during  the  lives  of 
his  father,  grand-father,  and  great- 
grand- father,  for  100  years  lait 
jpall;,  to  have  fuch  notice  given  ; 
and  that  it  would  be  impoffible  for 
the  owner  of  the  tythes  to  receive 
a  quarter  part  of  his  due,  without 
the  farmer  was  obliged  to  give  fuch 
notice,  the  extent  of  the  parifh  be¬ 
ing  at  lead:  ten  miles  ;  a  verdift 
was  given  in  favour  of  the  plaintiff, 
with  full  coils  of  fuit. 

1  His  majeily  went  to  the 

^  *  houfe  of  peers,  attended  by 
his  grace  the  duke  of  Ancalter  and 
the  earl  of  Denbigh,  and  gave  the 
royal  affent  to  the  following  bills, 
viz. 

The  billtoraife  1,800,000  1.  by 
lo  ans  on  exchequer  bills,  and  a  lot¬ 
tery  for  the  fervice  of  the  prefen t 
year. 

The  bill  to  apply  the  fum  grant¬ 
ed  for  the  pay  and  cloathing  of  the 
militia  for  1 767. 

The  bill  to  enlarge  the  term  and 
powers  granted  for  building  two 
new  churches  in  the  town  of  Liver¬ 
pool. 

The  bill  to  enable  the  earl  of 
Strathmore  to  take  and  ufe  the 
name  of  Bowes,  purfuant  to  the 
will  of  George  Bowes,  Efq;  de- 
ceafed. 

And  alfo  to  feveral  road,  inclo- 
fure,  and  naturalization  bills. 

It  is  faid,  there  are  now  in  Eng¬ 
land  three  dukes  of  France,  and 
twenty-nine  other  noblemenof  that 
kingdom. 

The  general  order  for  the 
4th.  expuliion  of  the  Jefuits  which 
began  to  be  put  in  execution 
in  Madrid  on  the  firll  inftant,  was 
this  day  compleated  throughout 
all  the  dominions  of  the  king  of 
Spain. 

Vol.  X. 
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The  fubjefts  at  Cambridge  for 
the  prizes  of  fifteen  guineas  each, 
given  by  the  members  of  the  uni- 
verfity,  are  this  year, 

/ 

For  the  fenior  bachelors ; 

TJtram  cenforis  ‘Romani  difeiplina  ret - 
public cz  utilis  fuerit • 

1 

For  the  middle  batchelors ; 

Utrum  pojfejforem  bearint  ftepius  an 
perdiderint  divitise. 

The  exercifes  to  be  delivered  in 
by  the  10th  of  June  in  the  ufual 
manner. 

A  dreadful  Form  of  thunder  and 
lightning  did  confiderable  damage 
at  Provence  in  France.  The  light¬ 
ning  fet  fire  to  the  royal  abbey  of 
St.  James,  by  which  one  of  the 
main  beams  in  the  fteeple  was 
burnt,  fo  as  to  give  way  in  the  an¬ 
gle  ;  two  other  churches  were  fet 
on  fire  in  the  neighbourhood  ;  the 
bells  of  one  melted,  and  the  other 
entirely  confumed. 

His  ferene  highnefs  the 
hereditary  prince  of  Brunf-  13th. 
wick  arrived  from  his  travels, 
at  St.  James’s,  after  an  abfence  from 
England,  of  one  year  and  two  days. 

His  majeily  went  to  the 
houfe  of  peers,  and  gave  15th. 
the  royal  affent  to  the  fol¬ 
lowing  bills,  viz. 

The  bill  to  continue  an  aft  for 
allowing  the  free  importation  of 
wheat  and  wheat-flour,  barley, 
barley  meal,  and  pulfe,  for  a  fur¬ 
ther  limited  time,  from  any  part 
of  Europe. 

The  bill  for  laying  an  additional 
duty  on  ball,  or  chip,  draw,  cane 
and  horfe-hair  hats  or  bonnets  im¬ 
ported. 

[f]  The 
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The  bill  to  enable  his  majefty 
to  grant  certain  annuities  to  his 
three  brothers,  their  royal  high- 
neffes  the  dukes  of  York,  Glou- 
celler,  and  Cumberland. 

The  bill  for  making  the  river 
Ure  navigable  from  its  jun&ion 
with  the  rivsr  Swale  to  the  borough 
of  Rippon  in  York  (hire. 

-The  bill  for  lighting,  clean- 
fing,  and  paving  that  part  of  the 
parilh  of  St.  Botolph,  without  Aid- 
gate,  and  the  precinft  of  St.  Ca¬ 
therine’s. 

The  bill  to  enable  the  truftees 
of  the  Mufeum  to  exchange,  fell, 
or  difpofe  of,  any  duplicates  of 
books,  medals,  coins,  &c.  and  to 
purchafe  others  in  lieu  thereof. 

The  bill  to  enable  Henry  duke 
of  Buccleugh,  a  minor,  to  make  a 
fettlementon  his  intended  marriage 
with  lady  Elizabeth  Montague. 

The  following  odd  relation  is 
attelled  as  a  fad:.  An  inquisition 
was  taken  at  Newbery,  Berks,  on 
the  body  of  a  child  near  two  years 
old,  who  fell  into  the  river  Ken- 
net,  and  was  drowned.  The  jury 
brought  in  their  verdid  Accidental 
death. — -The  body  was  difcovered 
b  y  a  very  fin  g  ular  expen  men  t ,  wh  ich 
was  as  follows  :  After  diligent 
fearch  had  been  made  in  the  river 
for  the  child,  to  no  purpofe,,  a  two¬ 
penny  loaf,  with  a  quantity  of 
quickfilver  put  into  it,  was  fet 
Boating  from  the  pi  ape  where  the 
child,  it  was  fuppofed,  had  fallen 
in,  which  fleered  its  courfe  down 
the  river  upwards  of  half  a  mile, 
before  a  great  number  of  fpedators, 
when  the  body  happening  to  lay 
on  the  contrary  fide  of  the  river, 
the  loaf  fuddeniy  tacked  about,  and 
fwam  acrofs  the  river,  and  gradual¬ 
ly  funk  near  the  child,  when  both 
the  child  and  loaf  were  immediate- 
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ly  brought  up,  with  grapples  ready 
for  that  purpofe. 

One  of  the  crimps  who  decoy 
men  to  go  abroad,  met  with  a 
young  fellow  who  he  thought 
would  anfwer  his  purpofe,  and  told 
him  that  he  would  treat  him  with 
a  pot  of  beer,  if  he  would  only  fay 
to  a  perfon  juft  by  that  he  was  en- 
lifted  to  ferve  the  Eall-India  com¬ 
pany,  by  which  he  would  win  a 
wager ;  but  the  young  man  re¬ 
futed,  on  which  the  crimp  pulled 
out  a  paper,  and  faid  he  had  a 
warrant  again!!  him  for  Healing  a 
filver  tankard  from  a  public  houfe, 
valued  at  above  12I.  and  there¬ 
upon  infilled  on  his  going  with 
him  ;  when  a  man  palling  by,  en¬ 
quired  into  the  affair,  and  found 
it  was  a  trick  to  get  the  young  fel¬ 
low  to  fome  lock-up  houfe;  he 
thereupon  infilled  upon  their  go¬ 
ing  with  him  to  the  Manfion- houfe, 
but  it  being  late,  they  were  both 
lodged  all  night  in  the  Poultry 
Compter,  and  on  Saturday  were 
carried  before  the  right  hon.  the 
lord  mayor,  when  the  faft  appear¬ 
ed  to  be  as  above,  that  the  crimp 
had  no  real  charge  againll  the 
young  fellow  for  theft,  and  that  it 
was  an  artifice  generally  ufed  to 
get  men  to. lock- up  houfes,  where 
they  were  confined  in  fuch  a  man¬ 
ner,  that  it  is  impofiible  for  them  to 
acquaint  their  friends  of  their  fitua- 
tion  :  upon  which  the  crimp  was 
committed  to  Newgate,  and  the 
young  fellow'  bound  over  to  appear 
againil  him  at  the  next  feffions  at 
the  Old  Bailey. 

The  committee  of  polite  arts, 
&c.  in  the  Strand  adjudged  the 
firll  premium  for  landlcape  paint¬ 
ing  to  the  ingenious  Mr.  Jones, 
formerly  pupil  to  Mr.  Wilfon,  for 
his  truly  meritorious  performance  ; 

the 
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the  fecond,  to  Mr.  John  Gardnor, 
maker  of  an  academy  in  Kensing¬ 
ton.  Themerits  of  both pictures  ap¬ 
peared  fo  equal,  that  the  calling 
vote  was  left  in  the  bread;  of  the 
chairman.  There  was  iikewife given 
to  Mr.  Dean,  landfcape-painter, 
twenty  guineas  as  a  bounty,  his 
picture  having  great  Share  of  merit. 

There  has  been  lately  published 
a  Sheet  lift  of  changes,  faid  to  have 
happened  during  the  prefent  reign ; 
by  which  it  appears  that  there 
have  been  no  lefs  than  2  lord  chan¬ 
cellors,  4  lord  presidents,  t-  lord 
keepers  of  the  privy  Seal,  and  once 
the  feal  in  com  million,  5  Sir  ft  lords 
of  the  treafurv,  13  other  lords  of 
the  treafury,  6  chancellors  of  the 
exchequer,  5  lord  chamberlains,  2 
vice  chamberlains,  3  grooms  of  the 
ftole,  31  different  lords  of  the  bed¬ 
chamber,  22  different  grooms  of 
the  bed  chamber,  4  keepers  of  the 
great  wardrobe,  4  groom  porters, 
2  lord  Stewards,  5  comptrollers,  5 
treafurers,  5  cofferers,  12  different 
clerks  of  board  of  green  cloth,  3 
treafurers  of  the  chamber,  5  makers 
of  the  horfe;  1 1  fecretaries  of  State, 
7  ftrft  lords  of  the  admiralty,  23 
different  lords  of  the  admiralty,  8 
firft  lords  of  trade,  18  different 
lords  of  trade,  9  poft-mafters,  4 
pay- mailers,  3  treafurers  of  the 
navy,  3  fecretaries  of  war,  9  keepers 
of  privy  feal  in  Scotland,  8  vice 
treafurers  of  Ireland. 

There  are  above  as  many  more 
changes  mentioned  in  the  laft  lift. 
This  morning:,  between 
17th.  twelve  and  one  o’clock,  a 
Sire  broke  out  in  the  kitchen 
of  Mr.  Wood,  cheefemonger,  in 
Hungerford-market,  Strand,  fup- 
pofed  to  be  occafioned  by  fome  li¬ 
nen  being  left  near  the  fire,  which 
in  a  few  hours  confumed  that  houfe. 


a  butcher’s  on  one  Side  of  it,  and 
a  fmall  houfe  on  the  other,  at  the 
upper  end  of  the  piazza,  damaged 
two  more  houfes  in  the  front,  and 
fome  out-houfes  backwards.  The 
flames  were  fo  rapid,  that  Mr. 
Wood’s  family  had  not  time  to  fave 
any  part  of  the  Stock,  and  but  lit¬ 
tle  of  the  furniture.  A  jeweller, 
who  lodged  in  the  houfe  where  It 
began,  loft  fome  diamonds  of  con- 
fid  erable  value. 

On  the  1 6th  of  Auguft  laft,  the 
Pitt,  Capt.  Bothomley,  from  Rot¬ 
terdam  for  Angola,  ran  afhore  on 
Cape  Baj adore,  on  the  Coaft  of 
Barbary  ;  25  of  the  Crew  going 
aShore,  were  ftript  naked  by  about 
100  Moors,  in  which  condition 
they  remained  14  days,  while  the 
moors  were  getting  all  they  could 
from  the  Ship  ;  and  then  breaking 
her  up,  they  burnt  to  pieces,  and 
Hove  the  calks  of  liquor  as  they 
came  aShore,  for  the  fake  of  the 
iron  and  hoops,  which  were  divided 
among  them  v/ith  the  reft  of  the 
plunder ;  then  feparating  the  crew, 
they  were  fold  in  the  country  for 
camels,  Sheep,  goats,  &c.  About 
three  weeks  after,  meeting  together 
again,  the  natives  concluded  to 
carry  them  to  the  emperor  of  Mo¬ 
rocco.  After  49  days  travel,  they 
arrived  at  T eredant,  and  were  carri¬ 
ed  before  the  bafhaw  or  governor, 
who  treated  them  kindly,  fupply- 
ing  them  with  plenty  of  bread  and 
grapes.  After  14  days  reft  they 
travelled  in  feven  days  to  Morocco, 
The  laft  day’s  march  Meff.  Adams 
and  Holier  of  Santa  Cruz  fent  two 
Moors  to  conduct  them  ;  but  being 
in  two  parties,  only  12  got  fafe, 
and  12  were  taken  by  the  foldiers, 
and  Hugh  Evans  was  left  upon  the 
mountains  but  got  fafe  in.  After 
eight  days  they  were  prefented  to 
[A]  2  ‘  *  the 
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the  emperor,  who  appointed  them 
a  houfe  among  the  Jews  at  Micca- 
neffe,  with  an  allowance  of  two 
blanks  a  day,  and  liberty  to  walk 
about.  By  producing  a  Mediter¬ 
ranean  pafs,  after  five  months  they 
were  permitted  to  go  to  Sallee, 
where  the  Danifh  conful  behaved 
with  great  generofity  and  benevo¬ 
lence,  fupplying  them  with  money 
and  victuals.  From  thence  they 
travelled  to  Larach,  and  then  to 
Tetuan,  and  palled  over  to  Gibral¬ 
tar,  from  whence  fome  came  to 
England,  and  others  entered  on 
board  a  man  of  war. 

The  froft  was  fo  fevere  in  the 
province  of  Dauphiny,  that  it  de- 
ilroyed  the  vines,  and  totally  cut 
off  the  blolToms  of  the  early  fruit 
trees. 

A  body  of  tinners  alfembled  near 
Truro  in  Cornwall,  and  rummaged 
Lambefla  farm  for  corn,  which  they 
feized  and  paid  for  ;  but  in  fearch- 
ing  for  the  corn,  one  of  their  com¬ 
pany  filched  a  couple  of  filver 
fpoons,  which  were  foon  milled, 
and  application  made  to  the  ring¬ 
leaders  to  have  them  returned ; 
thefe  men,  with  a  franknefs  not  to 
be  expected,  infilled  on  an  imme 
diate  fearch  of  all  their  compani¬ 
ons,  in  order  to  difcover  the  thief, 
who  being  foon  deteded,  they 
caufed  him  to  be  ftript,  and  fcourg- 
ed  to  fuch  a  degree  that  he  took 
to  his  bed,  .and  it  was  thought 
would  hardly  recover. 

Their  majehies  (accompa- 
22d.  nied  by  their  royal  highnefies 
the  prince  and  princefs  of 
Brunfwick)  were  pleafed  to  honour 
the  incorporated  fociety  of  artiils  of 
Great  Britain  with  their  prefence, 
at  the  great  room  in  Spring  Gar¬ 
dens  ;  and  exprefied  their  fatisfac- 
tion  in  obferv  ing  the  feveral  ge  nu  ing 


performances  exhibited  there,  and 
the  prefent  flourifhing  ftate  of  the 
polite  arts  among  their  fubjeds. 

The  following  report  of  the  fate  of 
the  city  hofpitals  was  laid  before 
the  Governors . 

Chrifl's  Hofpital. 

* 

Children  put  forth  appren¬ 
tices,  &c.  laft  year,  ten 
whereofhadbeen  inftruded 
in  the  mathematics,  159 

Buried  the  laft  year,  17 

Remaining  in  this  hofpital,  873 

St,  Bartholotnew' s. 

Cured  and  difchargedlaftyear,  3745 


Out-patients  relieved,  3100 

Truffes  given  by  the  hofpital  to  1 1 
Buried  this  year,  349 

Remaining  under  cure,  400 

Ditto  out-patients,  141 


Total,  7746 
St,  Thomas's, 

In-patients  cured  and  dif- 


charged,  .  3245 

Out  patients,  ditto  3797 

Buried  this  year,  301 

Remaining  under  cure,  470 

Out-patients,  ditto,  236 


Total,  8049 

Bridwell  Hofpital. 

Vagrants, &c.  relieved  and  dif- 
charged,  461 

Maintained  in  feveral  trades. 

Sec.  76 
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Bethlem  Hofpital. 


Admitted  in  this  hofpital  195 

Cured,  172 

Buried,  44 

Remaining  under  cure,  25  i 


A  gentleman  in  Hamilton-ftreet, 
Hyd  e-park-corner,  ftabbed  him- 
felf  with  his  fword  in  feveral 
parts  of  his  breaft  ;  and  after¬ 
wards  pulled  out  his  pen-knife, 
cut  his  throat  from  ear  to  ear,  and 
immediately  expired.  It  feems 
the  caufe  of  his  fo  doing  was,  his 
finding  himfelf  beginning  to  be 
feized  with  a  canine  madnefs,  in 
confequence  of  his  having  been 
bit  by  a  mad  dog  about  five  weeks 
before,  and  to  prevent  his  grow¬ 
ing  worfe,  or  doing  mifchief  to 
others,  he  thought  proper  to  dif- 
patch  himfelf  in  the  above  man¬ 
ner. 

The  concerto  at  the 
26  th.  Thuilleries  in  Paris,  was 
interrupted  by  a  tragical  ac¬ 
cident,  which  has  occafioned  much 
converfation.  Mr.  H — y,  an  Eng- 
lifh  gentleman,  having  taken  of¬ 
fence  at  a  French  officer’s  manner 
ot  talking  to  fome  ladies  that  fat 
next  him,  made  ufe  of  fome  rough 
language,  which  the  officer  re¬ 
fen  ting,  gave  a  fign  for  the  Eng- 
liffi  gentleman  to  follow  him  out. 
In  eroding  the  benches,  the  Eng¬ 
lishman  ftruck  the  officer  with  his 
fill,  and  the  officer  inftantly  drew 
his  fword,  and  ran  the  Englishman 
through  the  body.  The  wound, 
however,  was  not  mortal;  and 
the  french  in  general  feem  to  be 
forry  that  it  was  not,  as  the  ex¬ 
ample  of  Striking  a  perfon  in  a 
royal  palace  ought,  according  to 
their  way  of  thinking,  to  be 
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puniShed  with  inftant  death.  The 
gentleman,  was,  however,  taken 
up,  and  carried  to  the  Baftile, 
where  his  wound  has  been  fince 
cured,  and  at  the  instance  of  the 
Britiffi  ambaffador,  he  has  been 
releafed,  and  conveyed  by  order 
of  court  to  the  frontiers  of 
France  next  England,  and  the 
French  officer  enjoined  not  to  de¬ 
part  the  kingdom  in  a  limited 
time. 

A  machine  of  a  new  conduc¬ 
tion,  for  the  more  expeditious 
and  exaft  fawing  of  timber,  is 
now  epefling  in  a  timber-yard 
near  Lijnehoufe  ;  it  is  to  be  work¬ 
ed  by  wind,  and  is  faid  to  be  the 
fir  ft  of  the  kind  ereded  in  this 
kingdom. 

At  the  feffions  at  Guild¬ 
hall,  John  young  was  tried  28th, 
for  illegally  confining  Hen¬ 
ry  Soppitt,  a  lailor,  at  a  lock-up- 
houfe  in  Chancery-lane,  with  a 
defign  to  fend  him  to  the  Indies. 
He  pleaded  guilty  ;  but  the  court 
finding  the  a&ion  fo  black  again  ft 
him,  he  was  fent  to  Wood -Street 
Compter,  till  next  feffions,  when 
judgment  is  to  be  palled. 

Both  houfes  of  parliament  met, 
purfuant  to  their  laft  proroga¬ 
tion  . 

'As  a  waggon  load  of  veal  was 
coming  to  town  from  Sudbury  in 
Suffolk,  deftined  for  the  London 
markets,  the  mob  feized  and  fold 
it  for  two  pence  per  pound  to  the 
poor  people,  when  they  paid  the 
owners  the  money  received,  re¬ 
turned  them  the  cloths  the  veal 
was  wrapped  up  in,  and  went 
quietly  home  to  their  habita- 
tfons. 

The  King  of  Denmark  having 
lately  fent  a  prefent  to  the  unhap- 
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py  family  of  Calas,  together  with 
a  letter  to  Monf.  de  Voltaire  upon 
the  fubjedt,  received  the  following 
anfwer  from  that  learned  man  : 

4,4  Sire;  The  letter  which  your 
majefty  was  pleafed  to  honour  me 
with,  drew  from  me  tears  of  ten- 
dernefs  and  joy.  Your  majefty 
fets  a  great  example  very  early. 
Your  benevolence  fpreads  into 
countries  almoft  unknown  to  the 
red  of  the  world,  and  you  make 
all  your  fubjefts  who  come  within 
the  hearing  of  your  benevolent 
generality.  We  mud  travel  into 
the  north  to  learn  to  think  and 
feel.  If  my  weaknefs  and  bodily 
complaints  would  permit  me  to 
follow  the  emotions  of  my  heart. 
I  would  throw  royfelf  at  your 
majefty  ?s  feet.  When  my  imagi¬ 
nation  was  alert.  Sire,  I  fhould 
have  made  too  many  verfes  in  an¬ 
fwer  to  your  charming  profe. 
Pardon  the  dying  efforts  of  a  man 
who  is  not  able  to  exprefs  the 
fentiments  which  your  goodnefs 
infpires  him  with.  I  wilh  your 
majefty  as  much  happinefs  as  you 
will  have  real  glory. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &C.” 

They  write  from  Chemnitz  in 
Hungary,  that  feme  perfons  of 
Prauenmarck,  in  the  county  of 
Honten,  having  chafed  for  fome 
time  a  wild  boar,  and  having  fol¬ 
lowed  it  into  the  mountains,  far¬ 
ther  perhaps  than  they  had  ever 
penetrated  before,  they  faw  on  the 
{now  the  veftiges  of  a  human 
creature,  which  they  followed, 
and  which  led  them  to  a  cavern, 
where,  to  their  great  aftonilhment, 
they  found  a  young  girl  quite  na¬ 
ked,  very  plump,  of  a  deep 
brown  colour,  and  to  appearance 
from  fifteen  to  eighteen  years  pf 
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age.  At  ftrft  Ihe  fet  up  cries, 
but  wept  not.  She  gazed  after¬ 
wards  with  furprife  on  t.hofe  round 
her,  and  fuffered  herfelf  at  laft  to 
be  led  away  by  them.  They  car¬ 
ried  her  to  the  hofpital  of  Carp- 
fen,  a  little  royal  town,  in  the 
county  of  Atfal,  near  Chemnitz, 
where  they  cloathed  her,  and  made 
her  take  nourilhment.  Hither¬ 
to  Ihe  has  conftantly  refufed  all 
the  drefted  meats  which  have  been 
laid  before  her,  and  Ihe  feeds  on¬ 
ly  upon  raw  victuals,  the  rinds  of 
trees,  and  other  things  of  the  like 
nature. 

Paris,  April  20.  By  a  report 
made  by  M.  de  Roauemont,  com¬ 
mandant  of  the  city  guard,  con¬ 
cerning  the  manner  in  which  the 
mufqueteers  lately  treated  the 
Guet,  the  marfhals  of  France  have 
ordered,  that  the  mufqueteer, 
who  was  fo  grievoufty  wounded, 
{hall  be  broke,  and  declared  in¬ 
capable  of  ferving  the  king,  and 
be  imprifoned  four  years.  The 
other  mufqueteers  concerned  in 
that  affair  have  been  broke,  and 
condemned  to  one  or  two  years 
imprifonment, 

A  fire  broke?  out  in  a  favv- 
pit  in  the  timber-yard  of  30th. 
Mr.  Juftice  Quarrel  at  Red- 
riff,  and  the  flames  catching  the 
timber,  a  dreadful  conflagration 
enfued,  which  confumed  ten  dvvel- 
ling-houfes,  with  vaft  quantities 
of  timber,  flieds,  and  out-build¬ 
ings. 

At  the  anniverfary  meeting  of 
the  truftees  of  the  London  hof¬ 
pital,  the  collection  at  church 
and  at  the  hall,  amounted  to 
1336  1.  3  s.  The  fermon  was 

preached  by  the  bifliop  of  Glou- 
ceiter. 

We 
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We  are  forry  to  take  notice,  that 
the  assembly  of  New- York  have 
refufed  to  orovide  barracks,  fuel, 
&c.  for  the  troops  quartered  in  that 
city,  agreeable  to  an  aft  paffed  for 
that  purpofe  laft  year,  by  the  par¬ 
liament  of  Great  Britain  ;  arefufal 
which,  fh.ould  they  perftft  in  it, 
may  be  productive  of  the  mod  dif- 
agreeable  confequences  to  that  pro¬ 
vince. 

The  above-mentioned  aft  has 
been  complied  with  by  the  aftem- 
bly  of  Philadelphia. 

Lieut.  Gen.  Baron  de  Goltz, 
knight  of  the  Ruffian  order  of  St. 
Alexander  Newlki,  and  Marfhal  of 
the  confederation  of  the  Diffidents 
for  Poland  and  Polifh  Pruffia,  died 
at  Thorn  of  a  violent  fever,  and 
his  brother.  Major  General  Baron 
de  Goltz,  Starofle  of  Graudent,  is 
elefted  Marfhal  of  the  confedera¬ 
tion  in  his  room. 

D’ed,  at  Hales  Gwen,  Mrs.  E- 
lizabeth  Mafon,  aged  104  years, 

Louts  Margotten in  France,  aged 
105  years. 

Rev.  Mr.  Paterfon  at  Footfcray, 
aged  100  years. 

Mrs.  Mary  Tufton  at  Nampt- 
wich,  aged  109  years. 

John  King  at  Stratford  upon 
Avon,  aged  105  years. 

Baronefs  PaiTerini  at  Rome,  aged 
108  years. 

M  A  Y. 

The  Morocco  ambaftador 
I  ft.  had  his  audience  of  leave  of 

his  majefty,  and  a  fhip  of 
war  is  ordered  to  be  in  readinefs 
to  carry  him  home. 

This  day  the  ceremony  of  the 
coronation  of  their  Danifh  majef- 
ties  was  performed  in  the  chapel 


of  Chriftianburg  at  Copenhagen* 
by  the  Bifhop  of  Sieland.  On  that 
occafion  his  majefty  affumed  the 
motto  Gloria  ex  amore patriae.  My 
glory  is  in  the  love  of  my  country. 
As  the  kings  of  Denmark  do  not 
receive  the  crown  from  any  other 
hands  than  their  own,  the  cere¬ 
mony  of  putting  it  on  is  perform¬ 
ed  by  themfelves. 

Colleftions  were  made  in  the 
feveral  churches  of  Dublin,  for 
the  relief  of  the  induftrious  poor, 
which  amounted  in  the  whole  to 
2738 1,  14s.  3d. 

The  feffions  ended  at  the 
Old  Bailey,  when  feventeen  2d. 
prifoners  were  capitally  con- 
vifted  ;  among  thefe  were  Gormon 
and  Johnfon,  failors,  for  the  mur¬ 
der  of  the  man  at  Holloway. 
Some  favourable  circumftances  ap¬ 
pearing  in  favour  of  johnfon,  he 
was  refpited  ;  one  of  the  accom¬ 
plices  was  admitted  king’s  evi¬ 
dence  ;  and  another,  again!!  whom 
there  was  not  fufficient  evidence 
for  the  murder,  was  condemned 
for  a  robbery. 

At  this  feffion,  forty-live  were 
ordered  to  be  tranfported  for  feven 
years,  two  for  fourteen  years,  two 
were  branded,  and  two  privately 
whipped. 

A  farmer  at  Morton  near  York, 
on  finding  fault  with  a  fervant  boy 
for  difobeying  his  orders,  gave 
him  a  pulh  from  him,  whereby  he 
fell  backward,  and  his  head  pitch¬ 
ing  on  a  ftone  his  fkull  was  frac¬ 
tured,  and  he  died  immediately. 
The  farmer,  fhocked  at  the  dread¬ 
ful  accident,  next  morning  cut  the 
arteries  of  both  his  arms,  fo  that 
his  life  is  defpaired  of.  The  co¬ 
roner’s  jury  that  fat  on  the  body 
brought  in  their  verdift  accidental 
death. 
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The  lady  of  Admiral  O’Hara 
was  terribly  burnt,  by  an  accident 
of  her  ruffle  taking  fire  by  the  flame 
of  a  candle;  and  her  fon,  Capt. 
O’Hara,  was  much  fcorched  by 
endeavouring  to  extinguilh  the 
flame. 

An  ingenious  experiment  was 
made  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gainf- 
brough,  before  feveral  perfons  of 
diftin&ion,  pointing  out  a  cheap 
and  eafy  method  of  turning  any 
wheel-plough  into  a  drill-plough, 
adapted  to  all  kinds  of  feeds  and 
all  proportions  ;  which  met  with 
general  applaufe. 

The  culture  of  Buck  or  French 
Wheat,  is  flrongly  recommended 
as  exceedingly  profitable  to  the 
farmer.  It  will  thrive  well  in 
fandv  or  gravelly  foils  ;  rolled 
and  ploughed  in,  when  green,  it 
makes  an  excellent  manure  for 
three  years  ;  reaped  and  threfhed, 
it  produces  great  increafe,  affords  a 
delicious  food  for  pigs,  pigeons, 
and  poultry  ;  and,  by  mixing  it 
with  oats,  it  cieanfes  and  fmooths 
the  coats  of  horfes  ;  in  fhort,  in 
poor  land  nothing  anfwers  fo  well. 
The  time  of  fowing  it,  is  in 
May. 

Francis  Gormcn,  for  the 
4th.  murder  of  Thomas  Griffiths, 
was  executed  purfuant  to  his 
fentence.  A  young  woman  with  a 
wen  upon  her  neck,  was  lifted  up 
while  he  was  hanging,  and  had 
the  wen  rubbed  with  the  dead 
man’s  hand,  from  a  fuperftiti- 
ous  notion  that  it  would  effe£l  a 
cure. 

The  colleftion  at  the  rehearfal 
of  the  mafic  for  the  feafl:  of  the 
fons  of  the  clergy  amounted  to 
212  1.  1  os.  6d.  the  leaft  that  has 
been  known  for  many  years. 
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Letters  from  Baffeterre,  in  St, 
Chriftopher’s,  dated  Feb.  12,  fay, 
“  Capt.  Dyer,  of  the  Anna  Te- 
refa  packet,  who  arrived  here  a 
few  days  ago,  informs  us  that  an 
inlurreclion  of  the  negroes  has 
happened  at  the  ifland  of  Gre¬ 
nada,  whereby  a  body  of  them,  to 
the  number  of  600  or  700,  who 
had  chiefly  defer  ted  from  the 
French  inhabitants,  had  taken  pof- 
feffion  of  fome  inaccelfible  moun¬ 
tains,  from  whence  they  made  fre¬ 
quent  failles,  and  committed  ter¬ 
rible  devaluations  upon  their  maf- 
ters,  many  of  whom  they  had  kil¬ 
led.  When  Capt.  Dyer  came  away. 
General  Melvill  had  lent  a  party 
of  40  men,  with  one  cohorn,  to 
endeavour  to  fupprefs  them,  but 
with  what  fuccefs  Capt.  Dyer  had 
not  time  to  learn  J’ 

There  has  been  alfo  an  infur- 
reftion  of  the  negroes  lately  in 
Jamaica,  which  was  foon  quelled  ; 
but  not  till  they  had  inhumanly 
murdered  fome  whites.  We  are 
forry  to  fay,  that  their  cruelties 
were  retaliated  in  a  manner  dif- 
graceful  to  human  nature  ;  fuch  of 
them  as  were  taken,  were  burnt 
alive  by  a  flow  fire,  beginning  at 
the  feet,  and  burning  upwards; 
which  the  wretches  bore  with  a- 
mazing  refolution. 

Was  held  the  anniverfary 
meeting  of  the  fons  of  the  7th. 
clergy.  The  fermon  was 
preached  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Eyre, and 
the  collection  amounted  toif^l.  10s. 
2d.  At  the  hall  to  490  1.  16s.  8d. 

A  rnofl:  barbarous  and  inhuman 
murder  was  committed  at  An- 
derfton,  a  village  near  Glafgow, 
by  Johanna  Bougal,  on  her  own 
daughter,  between  eight  and  nine 
years  of  age.  We  are  informed 

that 
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that  fhe  had  been  in  terms  of  mar¬ 
riage  with  a  man  who  had  made 
fome  objections  to  her  having  a 
child  ;  and  therefore,  to  get  rid 
of  the  poor  innocent  creature,  led 
her  out  to  the  fields,  and,  behind 
a  hedge,  cut  her  throat  to  the 
neck-bone  with  a  common  table- 
knife,  in  a  mod  fhocking  Planner : 
fome  people  being  near,  and  a 
herd-boy  feeing  her  at  a  diftance, 
fhe  was  purfued  and  apprehend¬ 
ed  j  and  blood  appearing  on  her 
hands,  petticoat,  and  apron,  fhe 
at  once  confeffed  the  horrid  deed  : 
the  inftrument,  with  which  fhe  did 
the  cruel  aClion,  was  found  in  the 
hedge  near  where  the  child  was 
difcovered,  juft  in  the  laft  con¬ 
tortion  of  life  ;  and  it  appeared 
that  the  poor  girl  had  made  fome 
fmall  refiftance,  as  her  left  hand 
was  cut  quite  acrofs  the  fingers. 
X he  wretched  mother  was  commit¬ 
ted  to  prifon. 

A  fugar-baker,  in  Cheapfide, 
was  put  into  frefh  earth  up  to  the 
chin,  in  which  fituation  he  re¬ 
mained  fix  hours,  by  way  of  re¬ 
medy  for  an  inveterate  fcurvy,  that 
had  baffled  the  fkill  of  eminent 
phyficians. 

At  the  herbalizinp-  feaft  of  the 

o  t 

company  of  apothecaries,  Mr.  La¬ 
tham  recommended  the  Lamium 
Album,  or  white  nettle,  to  the 
notice  of  his  brethren,  as  contain¬ 
ing  properties  that  might  be  ex¬ 
tremely  ufefulin  pharmacy. 

Advice  was  received  here,  that 
the  LindenhofF,  a  Dutch  Eaft- 
Indiaman,  had  been  fet  on  fire  by 
lightning,  on  the  coaft  of  India, 
and  entirely  confumed.  The  cap¬ 
tain  and  87  others  faved  them- 
felves  in  their  boats  ;  but  40  pe- 
rifhed  in  the  flames,  or  were 
drowned. 
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Extrail  of  a  letter  from  Kingfto11 
in  Jamaica,  dated  the  31ft  of 
/  January. 

/  The  26th  inftantcame  to  anchor 
in  this  port,  the  (loop  Georgs;, 
captain  Jeremiah  Rogers,  bound 
from  Halifax  to  New-York,  blown 
off  the  coaft  by  ftrefs  of  weather. 
Being  obliged  to  put  into  Porto 
Rico  the  15  th  inftant,  having  only 
a  few  bifkets  and  gallons  of  water 
on  board  ;  upon  fending  the  boat 
on  fhore  to  get  relief,  no  notice 
being  taken  of  the  fignal  made 
by  the  (loop,  the  mate  and  failors 
in  the  boat  were  detained  as  pri- 
foners,  and  the  boat  was  lent  back 
by  their  own  people,  commanded 
by  a  lieutenant  of  a  g-uarda  cofta, 
who  boarded  the  veffel,  and  made 
the  captain  and  all  on  board  prifon- 
ers,  with  a  ftrong  guard  on  deck : 
they  then  went  into  the  cabbin,  and 
opened  trunks  and  boxes  belonging 
to  the  paffengers,  and  carried  away 
fundry  effects  and  money,  as  alio 
goods  belonging  to  the  vefleh 
On  the  17th  inftant,  being  under 
way,  a  Spanifh  frigate  brought 
the  (loop  to  anchor,  firft  firing  a 
(hot  to  leeward,  and  fent  the  boat 
with  eight  or  nine  hands  armed, 
commanded  by  a  petty  officer,  who 
ordered  the  captain  and  paffengers 
to  go  on  board  the  Spanifh  veffel  ; 
and,  during  the  time  the  captain 
and  paffengers  were  on  board  the 
Spanifh  veffel,  his  people  were 
committing  many  acts  of  piracy 
and  barbarity  on  board  the  (loop, 
and  would  not  fuffer  any  of  the 
people  belonging  to  the  floop  to 
hale  the  fhip  ;  and  after  complain¬ 
ing  to  the  captain  of  the  frigate, 
no  redrefs  was  obtained,  but  a 
peremptory  demand  was  made  to 
fend  on  board  his  veffel  a  barrel  of 
mackrei  as  a  pafs.  It  is  to  be  ob- 

ferved 
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ferved,  that  the  governor  of  St. 
Domingo  was  on  board,  who  faid, 
*  It  was  not  In  his  power  to  giye 
any  relief,  being  only  a  paffenger  P 
it  was  therefore  thought  more  pru¬ 
dent  to  leave  fuch  an  inhofpitable 
coait,  than  make  any  further  at¬ 
tempts  for  relief,  having  a  perifh- 
able  cargo  on  board. — The  above 
account  is  taken  from  a  copy  of  the 
captain’s  proteft. 

Thomas  MompefTon,  Efq;  ben¬ 
cher  in  the  Middle  Temple,  died 
lately.  He  was  the  elder  brother 
of  Henry  MompefTon,  murdered 
by  robbers  in  France,  in  1723, 
with  Mr.  Sebright,  and  two  other 
Englifh  gentlemen.  Mr.  Mcm- 
peflon  was  at  firffc  wounded,  but 
not  mortally,  by  a  piftol,  on  which 
he  fell,  and  might  probably  have 
ffirvived,  had  he  not,  by  looking 
up  too  foon,  been  oblerved  by  the 
robbers  juft  as  they  were  going  oft, 
on  which  they  returned,  and  cut 
his  throat.  Mr.  MompefTon’s  re¬ 
mains  were  brought  to  England, 
and  interred  in  the  family  vault 

of  the  church-yard  of  Sundrich, 
^  *  * 

m  Kent,  with  the  following  in¬ 
scription  : 

M.  S. 

He  NRICI  MoMPESSON, 

Thoms  MompefTon  deDurnfold, 
in  agro  Dorfetenfi,  Arm. 

Filii  natu  minoiis  : 

QM  tabe  pulmonari  gravitur  affeftus, 

2d  leniores  Gallias  Narbonenfis  auras 
ut  unicum  quod  reftabat  remedium, 
perfugere  hortatus 
Dum  iftuc  iter  faceret, 

Septimo  a  Portu  Icciolapide 
truculent!  fexlatrones 
imparatum  adorti,  [cifTo, 
direptls  pecuniis  juguloque  fcediffime  dif- 
promortuo  rcliquerun'c. 

Hoc  vuinere, 

Cum  per  48  horas  clanguifTef, 
Spiritum  Deo  pie  reddidit. 

Anno  Sa'lutis  1723. 

JSL tabs  fuse  26, 


■  Cariffimi  (dum  vixeret)  reliquiat, 

Ex  Gallia  deportatas, 

Hoc  tumulo  condi  curavit 
Mcerens  frater  unieus. 

T.  M. 

The  committee  of  mecha¬ 
nics  from  the  fociety  for  16th. 
promoting  arts,  &c.  in  the 
Strand,  attended  by  appointment  at 
one  of  the  keys  near  Billingfgate,  to 
fee  the  experiment  of  Mr.  Pinch¬ 
beck’s  invention  for  improving-  the 
wheel  crane,  and  for  preventing 
the  many  fatal  accidents  which  fo 
frequently  happen  in  that  ufeful 
and  necefTary  machine,  without 
depending  in  the  leafs;  on  the  care 
of  any  of  the  labourers  or  perfdns 
walking  therein  :  when,  among 
many  fevere  trials  that  it  under¬ 
went,  an  hogfhead  was  buffered  to 
run  amain,  and  the  men  to  jump 
out,  when  the  wheel,  to  the  fur- 
prife  of  many  of  the  fpettators, 
flopped  of  itfelf  before  it  had  made 
more  than  half  a  revolution.  This 
invention  is  entirely  given  to  the 
public,  and  it  is  thought  will  cer¬ 
tainly  prevent  any  future  acci¬ 
dent. 

The  general  affembly  of  the 
church  of  Scotland  met.  On  this 
occaiion,  his  majefly’s  high  ccm- 
miffioner,  the  Earl  of  Glafgow, 
made  a  grand  appearance.  His 
grace  opened  the  affembly  with 
an  elegant  fpeech  from  the  throne, 
to  which  the  moderator  made  a 
very  fuitable  return.  His  majefly’s 
moil  gracious  letter  to  the  affem- 
bly  was  then  given  in  by  his  grace, 
and  read  with  all  due  honour  and 
refped. 

The  commiffioners  of  the  court 
ofrequeils,  at  Trowbridge,  having 
difplaced  Mr.  Pierce,  their  clerk, 
for  refilling  to  receive  the  monies 
belonging  to  the  (tutors  of  the  faid 
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court,  a  caufe,  that  was  commenced 
by  Mr.  Pierce,  upon  his  removal, 
was  tried  before  lord  Mansheld, 
when  his  lordfhip  was  of  opinion, 
that  the  commiffioners  had  no  power 
to  order  Mr.  Pierce  to  receive  the 
faid  monies ;  and  that  they  had 
exceeded  their  authority  in  remov¬ 
ing  him  for  that  caufe  ;  and  a  man¬ 
damus  was  thereupon  ordered  for 
reftoring  him. 

At  a  fale  of  medals  in  Suffolk- 
dreet,  a  fmall  gold  one  of  Pompey 
the  Great  fold  for  27  guineas. 

A  number  of  fubalterns  of  the 
army  and  marines,  on  half-pay, 
aiTembled  at  the  Globe- tavern  in 
the  Strand,  and  deputed  lieutenant 
Carrol  to  wait  on  the  marquis  of 
Granby  and  general  Conway,  to 
return  them  thanks  for  their  gra¬ 
cious  reception  of  their  application 
for  an  augmentation  of  their  allow- 
ance. 

As  one  Thomas  Haynes  in  Sher¬ 
borne  was  going  in  fearch  of  his  fon 
(a  boy  of  about  eleven  years  of  age) 
who  had  been  miffing  lines  Tuef- 
day,  he  was  met  by  a  man  who 
told  him,  that  his  fon  was  found 
drowned  in  a  ditch  near  the  French 
prifon  ;  on  hearing  of  which,  the 
father  dropped  down  dead ;  and, 
as  foon  as  the  melancholy  news 
reached  the  mother,  Ihe  was  feized 
with  fits,  and  it  is  fuppofed  Ihe 
cannot  live  out  the  night. 

They  write  from  Berlin,  that 
on  the  1 2th  the  ceremony  of  the 
chridening  was  performed  at  Potz- 
dam,  when  the,  new-born  princefs 
was  named  Frederick- Charlotte  - 
Ulrique-Catherine.  The  fponfors 
prefent  were,  the  king  of  Pruffia, 
the  reigning  duke  and  dutchefs  of 
Brunfwick,  the  princes  dowager 


of  Pruffia,  princes  Wilhelmina, 
the  dowager  Margravine  of  Ba- 
reith,  prince  Henry,  (the  king  of 
Pruffia’s  brother)  prince  Frederick 
of  Brunfwick,  and  the  emprefs  of 
Ruffia  and  queen  of  Sweden  by 
their  proxies. 

A  letter  from  Marfeilles  gives  the 
following  particulars. 
cc  Signior  Romanzo,  the  Cord- 
can  courier,  has  been  among  us 
thefe  ten  days  pail.  The  duke  de 

. - ,  having  faid  fomething 

very  impertinent  againd  the  Bri- 
tiih  nation,  and  particularly  again# 
a  great  perfonage,  the  generous 
Coriican  told  him  that  the  Britifh 
were  a  nation  of  men,  and  their 
king  the  bell  prince  in  Europe. 
Fie 'faid  this  with  fuch  an  emphafis 
and  fo  indignant  a  look,  that  the 
duke  thought  proper  to  call  him, 
out,  and  they  fought  behind  the 
ramparts.  The  duke  was  feverely 
wounded,  but  fignior  Romanzo 
efcaped  unhurt.  This  affair  has 
done  him  great  honour  with  every 
body.  G'  eft  un  beau  coup  cela  pour 
prendre  conge ,  laid  a  colonel  of  the 
Gens  de' Ar me s.  M.  Romanzo  is 
preparing  to  embark,  on  his  return 
to  CorUca.”  ' 

His  majedy  went  to  the 
houfe  of  peers,  attended  by  20th, 
the  duke  of  Ancader  and 
the  earl  of  Denbigh ;  when  the 
royal  alien t  was  given  to  eighteen 
public  bills;  among  which  were. 
The  bill  for  railing  1,500,000!. 
by  annuities  and  a  lottery,  for  the 
fervice  of  the  prefent  year,  to  be 
charged  on  the  finking  fund. 

The  bill  for  redeeming  certain 
annuities,  in  refpeft  of  navy,  vic¬ 
tualling,  and  tranfport  bills,  and 
ordnance  debentures* 
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The  bill  for  redeeming  part  of 
the  joint  ftock  of  annuities,  charg¬ 
ed  by  feveral  additional  duties  on 
wines  imported,  and  alfo  on  cyder 
and  perry. 

The  bill  for  granting  additional 
duties  on  certain  linen  cloth  im¬ 
ported. 

The  bill  to  allow  the  free  im¬ 
portation  of  rice,  fago  duft,  and 
vermicelli,  for  a  limited  time,  from 
the  American  colonies. 

The  bill  for  improving  and  ex¬ 
tending  the  navigation  of  the  river 
Hull,  from  Frodingham  Beck  to 
Driffield,  in  the  eaft-riding  of 
Yorkffiire. 

The  bill  to  make  Codbeck  brock 
navigable  from  the  river  Swale  to 
Thirlk  in  Yorkffiire. 

The  bill  for  eftabliffiing  an  hof- 
pital  in  Cambridge. 

The  bill  to  prevent  extortion  by 
fheriffs  and  bailiffs,  in  cafes  of 
execution. 

The  bill  for  extending  the  royal¬ 
ty  of  the  city  of  Edinburgh  over 
certain  adjoining  lands,  &c.  and  to 
enable  his  majefty  to  grant  letters 
patent  for  eftabliffiing  a  theatre  in 
Edinburgh. 

And  alfo  to  feveral  road  and  in- 
clofure  bills. 

They  write  from  Frankfort  on 
the  Mayne,  that  they  had  received 
from  V ogelffierg  the  following  ac¬ 
count  of  an  obfervation  made  by 
two  perfons  in  the  night  between 
the  12th  and  13th  ult.  on  the  lat¬ 
ter  of  which  days  a  ffiock  of  the 
earth  was  felt  at  Gotha,  Caffe],  and 
Gottingen.  Being  at  midnight  in 
the  fields  near  Ulrickftein,  they 
perceived  the  Iky,  which  had  been 
before  very  clear,  began  to  be  over- 
fpread  with  clouds,  and  a  violent 
wind  arofe.  About  one  o’clock. 
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in  their  return  to  the  town,  they 
obferved  a  very  thick  exhalation, 
which  rofe  from  the  weft  fide  of  a 
meadow,  and  extended  in  an  ob¬ 
long  form  over  the  whole  town, 
direding  its  courfe  to  the  north - 
eaft ;  but  a  mountain  prevented 
them  from  feeing  it  at  a  farther 
diftance.  When  they  came  to  Ul¬ 
rickftein,  they  were  told  there  had 
been  three  violent  lliocks  of  the 
earth  felt  there,  of  which  them- 
felves  had  perceived  no  fign,  ex-r 
cept  the  cloud  juft  mentioned. 

The  ftage  waggon  that  goes 
from  Louth  to  Lincoln,  in  which 
were  paffengers  Mrs.  Cherry  and 
her  daughter,  was  overturned  near 
Claybridge,  by  which  unhappy 
accident  Mifs  Cherry,  the  daugh¬ 
ter,  was  killed  on  the  fpot ;  and 
Mrs.  Cherry  fo  violently  bruifed, 
that  what  with  the  lofs  of  her 
daughter,  and  the  hurt  ffie  receiv¬ 
ed,  it  is  thought  ffie  cannot  long 
furvive.  The  unfortunate  Mifs 
Cherry’s  life  leems  to  have  been 
attended  with  a  feries  of  accidents; 
feme  time  ago  ffie  narrowly  efcaped 
drowning  by  falling  into  a  well; 
and  by  another  misfortune  ffie  had 
both  her  arms  and  legs  broke  at  the 
fame  time. 

A  riotous  mob  of  weavers  af- 
ffimbled  on  the  turnpike  road  near 
Corke  to  intercept  fome  cars  laden 
with  goods  from  D  ublin,  when  they 
burnt,  cut,  plundered,  and  other- 
wife  deftroyed  linens,  poplins,  frlk 
hankerchiefs,  &c.  to  the  amount 
of  about  ycol. 

A  poor  houfekeeper  in  Edin¬ 
burgh,  being  deficient  in  rent, 
was  ieized  upon  by  his  landlord, 
his  goods  fold  when  from  home, 
and  ihe  door  locked  againft  him 
when  he  returned.  The  common 
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peop*  ,  being  informed  of  this  aft 
of  oppreflion,  affembled  about  the 
landlord’s  houfe,  broke  open  the 
door,  brought  every  thing  move- 
able  into  the  ftreet,  fet  fire  to  the 
pile,  and  burnt  the  whole  to  allies, 
not  (paring  money,  notes,  nor  even 
the  poor  bird  that  hung  in  a  cage, 
having  execrated  all  the  curfed 
things  belonging  to  fo  mercilefs  a 
wretch. 

Farmer  Matthews  was  found 
barbaroudy  murdered  near  the 
Troopers  on  Broadway-hill.  His 
fkull  was  fraftured,  and  many  large 
wounds  and  bruifes  about  his  head 
and  neck.  A  baker  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Cambden  in  Glouce- 
fferfhire  is  fufpefted  and  appre¬ 
hended,  and  it  is  thought  waylaid 
and  committed  the  murder  as  the 
faimer  was  returning  fiom  Evefham 
market,  where  he  had  received  near 
200  1. 

They  have  had  a  violent  thun¬ 
der  ftorm  at  Mentz,  which  broke 
through  the  roof  of  the  cathedral 
church,  and  fet  it  on  fire  ;  and  the 
whole  roof  was  foon  deftroyed, 
and  the  bells  melted.  The  da¬ 
mage  is  eftimated  at  two  millions 
of  florins. 

At  a  court  of  common- 
2 2d .  council  held  at  Guildhall, 
a  propofal  from  the  lords  of 
the  treafury  ’was  laid  before  the 
court  for  taking  Grefliam- college, 
in  order  to  pull  it  down  and  build 
on  that  ground  anexcife  office.  The 
plan  was  agreed  to,  and  a  com¬ 
mittee  is  to  be  appointed  next 
Tuefday,  in  order  to  confider  of 
carrying  it  into  execution. 

As  fome  workmen  were  digging 
in  the  road  which  is  now  repairing 
on  Clerkenvvell-Green,  they  found 
feveral  coins  and  medals,  among 


which  were,  a  (hilling  of  Charles  I, 
a  fmall  copper  medal  of  Charles  II. 
the  legend  qjjatuor  Maria 
vindico  ;  a  bafe  (hilling  of  king 
James  II.  dated  1689;  a  fmall 
copper  medal,  legend  round  the 
head  const  ....  polis  ;  another 
fmall  medal  with  a  man’s  head  on 
on  one  fide,  and  a  woman’s  on  the 
reverfe  ;  a  fmall  copper  piece,  a 
head  on  one  fide,  on  the  reverfe 
mlni.  dvx  ;  a  fmall  copper  coin, 
on  one  fide  hisp.  re  .  .  .  reverfe, 

DOMINVS  MEVM  ADIVTO  ...  a 

German  coin,  with  stast.  osna- 
brvck  on  one  fide,  on  the  re¬ 
verfe  v  ;  together  with  fome  other 
German  ones  of  bafe  metal,  the 
legends  of  which  are  mdftly  il¬ 
legible. 

The  plan  for  the  difpofal  of  chil¬ 
dren  out  of  the  Foundling  hofpital 
in  the  courfe  of  lad  year  was  fo 
well  received,  that  a  farther  fup- 
ply  of  28,000!.  is  granted  for  the 
(upport  of  thofe  remaining  for  the 
prefentyear;  and  alfo  4,500  I.  to 
apprentice  children  at  a  proper 
age. 

Fourteen  Spanifh  veffeJs,  ef- 
corted  by  three  xebecks,  arrived 
at  CivitaVecchia  with  the  Jefuits 
from  the  provinces  of  Arragon 
and  Catalonia,  amounting  to  57© 
in  number.  A  courier  was  imme¬ 
diately  difpatched  to  Rome,  from 
whence  exorefs  order  was  received 

x 

not  to  permit  them  to  land.  In 
confequence  of  this  order,  the  go¬ 
vernor  of  the  town  polled  foldiers, 
and  planted  batteries  of  cannon  at 
feveral  places  ;  and  thefe  difpofi- 
tions  being  made  known  to  the 
commander  of  the  convoy,  they 
fet  fail  for  Corfica,  where  the  re¬ 
public  of  Genoa  has  offered  to  re¬ 
ceive  them. 

An 


94]  ANNUAL 

,  An  exprefs  arrived  at 
*  Berlin  from  Protzen,  where 
young  prince  Henry  (brother  to 
the  Prince  of  Pruffia)  lay  ill  of  the 
ftn all -pox,  with  the  melancholy 
news,  that  the  prince  died  on  the 
26th,  at  eight  at  night.  It  is  not 
poffible  to  defcribe  the  affliction  of 
the  whole  family,  or  the  general 
condernation  it  occaflons,  as  his 
Highnefs  was  extremely  beloved. 

Thefortrefs  of  the  ifland 
28th.  of  Capraira  furrend'ered  to 
the'Corlicatts,  after  a  block¬ 
ade  of  an  b  undred  and  two  days :  the 
garrifbn,  which  confided  of  30  fol- 
diers  and  two  or  three  officers,  had 
for  many  days  lived  upon  bread  and 
water  ;  fo  that  they  were  all  much 
emaciated  :  they  were  treated  with 
the  greeted  humanity  by  the  Cor- 
ftcan  officers,  and  were  permitted 
by  their  capitulation  to  go  to  Ge¬ 
noa.  Among  other  things  that 
were  found  in  the  'fortrefs,  there 
were  four  pieces  of  brafs  battery 
cannon,  and  feven  fmaller  pieces, 
with  a  large  quantity  of  bullets, 
powder,  and  other  military  dores. 
Three  hundred  Corficans  have  been 
left  in  garrifon  there  ;  the  red  were 
immediately  fent  back  to  Coriica. 
Lond.  Gaz. 

At  the  annual  fead  of  a 
29th.  city  company  held  this  day, 
it  has  always  been  ufual  to 
have  green  peas ;  which  were  this 
year  with  fuch  difficulty  obtained, 
that  lixteen  quarts  cod  dxteen  gui¬ 
neas. 

The  golden  medal  givenannually 
by  Dr.  Hope,  botanical  profeffor 
at  Edinburgh,  was  adjudged  to 
Robert  Urquhart  of  that  univerlity 
for  his  collection  of  plants. 

iThe  Emprefs  confort  died  at 
Vienna  this  morning  about  nine 
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o’clock.  The  fmall-pox  was  of  Co 
very  malevolent  a  kind,  that  from 
the  dr  ft  moment  there  was  fcarce 
a  glimpfc  of  hope.  She  herfelf 
was  foon  acquainted  with  the  dan¬ 
ger,  and  met  it  with  the  mod 
exemplary  piety,  patience,  refig- 
nation,  and  fortitude.  Her  death 
was  very  eafy,  without  druggie  or 
convulfion,  fo  that  thofe  about 
her  fcarce  knew  when  die  expired. 
All  the  imperial  family,  and  the 
whole  court,  are  under  the  great- 
ed  affliction  on  this  melancholy  oc¬ 
ean  on  . 

According  to  accounts  from 
France,  the  frods  have  been  lately 
fo  fevere  in  that  country,  as  to 
have  dedroyed  all  the  buds  of  the 
vines  in  many  provinces,  as  well 
as  the  fruits  which  are  beginning- 
to  form,  and  even  the  leaves  of 
the  mulberry  trees ;  which  lad  lofs 
is  the  more  coniiderable,  as  the 
lilkworms  were  nearly  all  hatched, 
and  on  that  account  obliged  to  be 
deferted. 

Letters  from  Martinico  of  the 
4th  of  April,  by  way  of  South 
Carolina,  advife,  that  the  erFeCts 
of  the  hurricane,  which  happened 
there  in  Augud  lad,  continue  to 
be  felt  very  feverely  through  the 
whole  ifland  :  and  that  the  French 
king  had  done  every  thing  in  his 
power  t0‘  alleviate  the  misfortunes 
of  his  fubjecls  there,  by  granting 
every  indulgence  that  could  be 
wifhed,  and  ordering  large  quan¬ 
tities  of  beef  and  other  provifions 
to  be  transported  and  didributed 
among'  the  poorer  fort  ;  but  that 
there  was  an  evil  which  they  could 
not  overcome,  the  want  of  cafh, 
the  ifland  having  been  fo  drained 
of  fpecie  by  foreign  veffels,  that 
an  ordonnance  was  fhortly  to  be 
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liTued,  requiring  the  mailers  of  all 
fuch  veflels,  in  future,  to  give  fecu- 
rity  that  they  will  take  in  payment 
for  their  cargoes  nothing  but  me- 
lafTes,  fugars,  and  other  goods. 

The  legillature  of  Rhode  ifland 
have  pafied  an  aft,  calling  in  and 
finking  all  the  money-bills  of  that 
colony  emitted  in  March,  April, 
and  May,  1762,  and  empowering 
George  Hazard,  Efq;  with  the 
general  treafurer,  in  lieu  of  the 
bills  fo  brought  in,  to  ilfue  their 
own  notes,  properly  printed  and 
decorated,  to  the  owners  of  the 
bills  brought  in,  payable  in  feven 
years  from  the  date  of  the  refpec- 
tive  bills.  And  that  the  notes, 
given  in  lieu  of  the  faid  bills, 
fhall  bear  intered,  till  the  time  li¬ 
mited  for  their  return,  at  the  rate 
of  lix  per  cent,  per  ann.  That  a 
tax  (hall  be  levied  for  the  dif- 
charge  of  the  faid  bills,  and  that 
it  fhall  be  death  to  counterfeit 
them.  The  form  is  that  of  a  com¬ 
mon  promiffory  note,  with  intered. 
None  more  than  100 1.  nor  lefs 
than  6  s. 

A  letter  from  New- York,  dated 
April  4,  has  the  following  depo- 
fition  of  William  Harry,  taken 
before  Governor  de  Windt,  of  St. 
Euftatia,  e  That  he  failed  from 
Briftol  in  June,  1765,  on  board 
the  floop  William,  for  the  coaft 
of  Africa,  John  Wellcot,  mailer, 
where  they  continued  twelve 
months,  purchafing  Haves  for  a 
brig,  and  themfelves,  and  after¬ 
wards  proceeded  for  St.  Kitt’s ; 
that,  loon  after  they  left  the  coad. 
the  captain,  for  fome  reafons,  beat 
and  knocked  down  a  feaman  named 
Stephen  Porter  ;  that  in  the  night, 
between  eleven  and  twelve,  the 
faid  Porter  and  Richard  Hancock 


murdered  the  captain  and  mate, 
with  a  broad  axe,  when  a  deep  ; 
that  the  Hoop  was  afterwards  cad 
away  on  the  ifle  of  May,  and  the 
Haves  were  fold  to  the  Portuguefe 
for  50  dollars  a  head.* 

There  are  now  four  brigs,  from 
forty  to  feven ty  tons,  and  fixteen. 
armed-deck  cutters,  on  the  lake 
Ontario  ;  by  this  means  the  navi¬ 
gation  of  the  great  lakes,  and  a 
mart  of  trade,  will  foon  be  eda- 
blilhed,  equal  to  that  of  the  Caf- 
pian  fea. 

There  is  now  living  in  a  village 
near  Lead-hnls,  about  three  miles 
from  Edinburgh,  a  man  named 
John  Taylor,  aged  130  years.  He 
was  born  in  England,  bred  to  the 
bulinels  of  a  miner,  in  which  ca¬ 
pacity  he  worked  there  fome  years 
before  he  came  to  Scotland,  and 
has  a  difcharge  to  fhow  from  the 
earl  of  Lauderdale,  when  the  Scots 
mint  was  given  up  at  the  Union. 
He  lately  walked  two  EngliHi  miles 
from  his  lioufe  to ‘be  prefent  at  the 
chridening  of  his  grand- child,  and 
after  ipending  fome  time  in  merri¬ 
ment  on  the  occalion,  returned 
home  the  fame  evening  without 
any  affidance. 

Died,  John  Mitchell,  at  Great 
Bircham  in  Norfolk,  aged  iqq 
years. 

Alexander  ^rawford,  at  Ferma- 
nagn  in  Ireland,  aged  99  years. 

Charies  Lapiere,  a  diamond- 
merchant,  aged  93  years. 

Captain  Branitone,  formerly  a 
commanaer  in  the  royal  navy, 
aged  90  years. 

Rene  de  TrifTonier,  at  Bouchain. 
in  France,  aged  1  33  years. 

Mrs,  Corby n,  atWorceder,  aged 
98  years.  She  was  an  eminent 
preacher  among  the  quakers. 

Henry 
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Henry  Reilton,  Efq;  at  Epfom, 
aged  97  years. 

Mrs.  Collier  at  Farringdon,  aged 

98  years. 

Robert  Gumming  in  the  Royal 
Hofpital  at  Chelfea,  aged  116 
Years. 

Edward  Bofwell,  carpenter,  at 
Oxford,  one  of  feven  that  have 
died  in  that  city  fince  February 
laft,  vvhofe  ages  together  amount 
to  616. 


JUNE. 

At  thefefUons  at  Guildhall, 
ift.  capt.  Young,  who  was  convidt- 
ed  laft  fefftons  for  illegally  con* 
fining  Henry  Soppet  at  a  Jock-up- 
jhoufein  Chancery-lane, was  fenten- 
ced  to  buffer  imprifonmentin  New¬ 
gate  for  12  months ;  and  to  give  fe- 
curity  for  his  good  behaviour  for  two 
years,  himfelf  in  tool,  and  two  in 
50 1.  each.  One  Edward  Fielding, 
for  charging  a  young  fellow  with 
a  robbery  who  refufed  to  enliffc  into 
the  Eaft-Xndia  company’s  fervice, 
received  the  like  fentence.  And 
Robert  Gow  and  John  Ratcliffe 
for  attempting  to  force  a  young 
woman  at  an  inn  near  Fleet-market, 
were  found  guilty,  and  are  to  re¬ 
ceive  fentence  next  feffions*  While 
the  court  was  fitting,  an  over-drove 
ox,  entering  Guildhall,  threw  the 
whole  court  into  confternation  ; 
but,  not  liking  his  company,  he 
turned  about,  and  ran  back  again 
without  doing  any  mifehief.  A 
gentleman,  palling  by  at  the  fame 
time  and  feeing  the  croud,  alked 
what  was  the  matter.  ‘  Nothing,’ 
replied  a  fellow  humoroufiy,  ‘  but 
2. n  ox.  that  is  juft  run  into  Guild- 
ball  in  a  paflion,  to  complain  to 


my  lord  mayor  of  the  inhumanity 
of  his  drivers’ 

A  caufe  came  on  to  be  tried  be¬ 
fore  Lord  Mansfield,  in  which  a 
poor-broom-maker  was  plaintiff, 
and  the  toll-mafter  of  Hampton- 
bridge,  defendant,  who  had  feized 
the  plaintiff’s  horfefor  toll  after  he 
had  rode  him  through  the  river, 
and  had  fold  him  to  pay  himfelf 
the  penny  and  cofts.  After  a  long 
trial  the  jury  brought  in  a  verdidt 
for  the  plaintiff. 

The  marquis  de  Courtenveaux, 
honorary  member  pf  the  R.  A.  of 
Paris,  embarked  on  board  a  fri¬ 
gate  for  Havre,  to  make  trial  of 
fome  inftruments,  defigned  to  fa¬ 
cilitate  the  determination  of  the 
longitude  by  fea,  and  particularly 
the  watch  of  the  Sieur  le  Roi,  and 
the  megametre,  or  grand  rneafurer 
of  the  Sieur  de  Charnieres.  The 
Sieurs  Pengre  and  Meflier  accom¬ 
pany  the  marquis  in  the  enter- 
prize. 

The  guardian  of  the  Cordeliers, 
at  Sifteron,  after  having  fet  fire  to 
his  convent  in  eight  different 
places,  armed  himfelf  with  a  knife 
and  a  cleaver,  with  which  he. mur¬ 
dered  the  cook  of  the  houfe,  whom 
he  wounded  in  nine  different 
places.  He  afterwards  ran  after 
two  religious,  with  an  intent  to 
murder  them  alfo ;  but  one  of 
them  made  his  efcape  in  his  fhirt 
out  or  a  two  pair  of  ftairs  window, 
and  the  other  found  means  to  con¬ 
ceal  himfelf.  When  the  alarm  of 
fire  drew  people  to  the  convent, 
the  guardian  was  found  in  his  bed¬ 
chamber  ;  and,  in  order  to  raife  fuf- 
fpicion  of  other  perfons,  he  wound¬ 
ed  himfelf  very  flightly  in  the 
throat,  and  had  fet  fire  to  the  cur¬ 
tains  of  his  bed.  After  undergo¬ 
ing 
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going  feveral  interrogatories,  to 
which  he  would  give  no  anfwer, 
he  was  fent  to  the  hofpital  to  be 
taken  care  of,  but  in  the  night  he 
made  his  efcape. 

A  moft  terrible  ftorm  of  thunder 
and  lightning  fell  upon  the  houfe 
of  Richard  Rylance,  in  Chujch- 
ftreet,  Ormfeirk,  carried  away  the 
chimney  and  fates  from  the  roof, 
the  windows  of  the  third  ftorv, 
flattered  the  fide  of  the  building, 
and  melted  the  lead  of  the  lower 
windows.  A  ball  of  fire  traverfed 
the  room  of  a  lying-in  woman,  but 
providentially  did  her  no  hurt. 

The  conftables  at  Briftoi  dif- 
covered,  concealed  in  a  box,  in 
the  houfe  of  one  Langford,  a  night- 
watchman,  a  girl  about  i  8  years  of 
age,  almoft  ftarved,  and  quite  na¬ 
ked.  it  appeared  that  fhe  had 
been  a  lodger  in  the  houfe  near  20 
months,  but  had  not  been  confined 
to  the  narrow  limits  of  this  box 
(which  is  about  40  inches  long, 
and  18  broad)  more  than  eight 
months,  during  which  time  fhe 
has  often  been  without  fufienhnce 
for  three  days  together.  The  po- 
fition  fhe  was  obliged  to  lie  in  has 
fo  contracted  her  limbs,  that  they 
are  quite  ufelefs.  They  alfo  found 
a  young  woman  quite  naked, 
with  only  fhavings  to  lie  on  ;  who 
being  with  child,  had  fled  to  this 
place  for  lhelter.  Both  thefe  de¬ 
plorable  creatures  were  carried  to 
St.  Peter’s  hofpital.  Langford,  his 
wife,  and  daughter,  were  fecured, 
but  the  man  pleading  ignorance, 
and  the  girl  confirming  it,  he  was 
releafed. 

Was  committed  to  the  Gate- 
houfe,  Alexander  Dunn,  for  vio¬ 
lently  beating  and  threatening  to 
murder  a  poil-boy  who  had  juft 
brought  him  out  of  the  country. 
Vol.  X, 


This  is  the  perfon  who  was  fome 
time  confined  in  the  King’s  Bench, 
charged  with  the  intention  of  af- 
fafiinating  Mr.  Wilkes. 

Their  majefties  having  honoured 
the  fociety  of  artiils  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  with  their  prefence,  at  the  ex¬ 
hibition  in  Spring  Gardens,  his 
majefty  has  been  gracioufly  pleafed 
to  order  them  the  finm  of  one  hun¬ 
dred  pounds. 

This  morning,  about  three 
o’clock,  as  the  Plymouth  ftage- 
waggon  was  goingout  of  town,  it 
took  fire  in  Fleet- ftreet,  occafioned 
by  a  bottle  of  aqua-fortis  break¬ 
ing  againft  a  bottle  of  fpirits  of 
wine,  and  fetting  fire  to  the  fame: 
By  timely  afliftance  it  was  foon  ex- 
tinguifhed;  after  doing  about  30  1. 
damage,  and  the  waggon  purfued 
its  journey. 

It  began  yefterday  to  fnow 
in  Derbyshire,  which  con¬ 
tinued  the  whole  day,  and  part  of 
this,  fo  that  the  fnow  was  above 
half  a  yard  deep. 

An  uncommon  inundation  hap¬ 
pened  in  the  road  between  New¬ 
ington  and  Clapham,  occafioned 
by  the  heavy  rains  that  liad  been 
falling  for  three  days  before  ;  the 
waters  collected  in  the  road  meet¬ 
ing  with  a  high  tide  (wind  N.  by 
W.  moon’s  firft  quarter)  running 
up  Vauxhall  creek,  fwelled  to  fuck, 
a  degree,  that  they  foon  covered 
Kennington  Common,  and  enter¬ 
ing  fome  low  grounds,  (on  the 
fouth  fide,)  deftroyed  the  brick¬ 
works,  and  did  other  damage  to 
the  amount  of  200  1.  The  current 
making  its  way  S.  E.  and  over 
Camberwell  road  by  Wallworth 
common  to  tl\e  Thames ;  a  poor 
woman  happening  to  be  on  Ken¬ 
nington  common  before  the  height 
of  the  flood,  got  on  the  bank 
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above  the  turnpike-houfe,  and  a 
working  man  in  the  gardens  juft 
by,  going  to  affift  her  over  the  road, 
in  ftepping  off  the  bank,  her  feet 
flipped,  and  (he  falling,  pulled 
the  poor  man  into  the  current  with 
her ;  and  both  were  carried  thro* 
an  arch  under  the  turnpike-houfe, 
but  two  feet  wide,  and  three  deep. 
The  woman  was  foon  dilcovered 
by  her  cloaths,  but  the  man  was 
carried  forty  yards  down  before 
he  was  feen.  However,  both  being 
taken  into  a  houfe,  they  foon  reco¬ 
vered. 

The  magiftrates  of  Edinburgh 
conferred  upon  Mr.  James  Craig, 
architect,  a  gold  medal,  with  the 
freedom  of  their  city,  in  a  diver 
box,  as  a  reward  of  his  merit,  for 
having  deiigned  the  beft  plan  of  a 
new  town  to  be  built  in  that  neigh¬ 
bourhood. 

M.  de  Larrey,  privy-counfellor 
and  fecretary  to  the  prince  of  O- 
range,  fets  out  for  Berlin  to-mor¬ 
row,  in  order  to  fettle  every  thing 
relative  to  the  marriage  of  his 
ferene  highnefs  with  the  princefs 
Wilhelmina,  lifter  to  the  prince 
Royal  of  Prufiia. 

Orders  were  received  at  Chatham 
to  take  his  majefty’s  fhip  Mon¬ 
mouth,  of  64  guns,  to  pieces, 
being  judged  unfit  for  further  fer- 
vices.  This  fhip  was  efteemed  the 
beft  failor  in  the  navy,  had. a  prin¬ 
cipal  fhare  in  the  actions  fought 
by  the  admirals  Anfon  and  Hawke, 
when  commanded  by  the  brave 
admiral  Harrifon,  in  the  war  pre¬ 
ceding  the  iaft  ;  was  in  the  late 
war  in  feveral  addons  commanded 
by  the  captains  Gardiner  and  Her- 
vey,  the  former  of  whom  was  kil¬ 
led  on  board,  when  engaged  fingly 
with  the  Foudroyant,  of  80  guns. 
She  never  gave  chace  to  any  fhip 
that  fite  did  not  come  up  with. 
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As  fome  workmen  were  employ¬ 
ed  in  pulling  down  part  of  Cun- 
dover  Hall,  near  Shrewlhury,  they 
found  in  removing  fome  ftones  in 
the  vault,  an  iron  box  of  about  20 
inches  long,  and  14  broad,  in 
which  were  contained  feveral  very 
curious  ancient  medals,  together 
with  a  brafs  ftatue,  abour  16  in¬ 
ches  high,  which  is  fuppofed  to 
be  the  ftatue  of  fome  heathen 
god. 

The  feffions  ended  at  the  ,  , 
Old  Bailey,  when  three  re¬ 
ceived  fentence  of  death  ;  one  to 
be  tranfported  for  fourteen  years  ; 
36  for  feven  years  ;  and  three  to 
be  whipt. 

Mount  Vefuvius  began  to  throw 
out  fire  from  its  fummit;  an  omen 
of  an  approaching  eruption. 

There  was  a  commotion  at 
Troyes  in  France,  the  confequence 
of  which  might  have  been  very 
fatal.  It  was  occafioned  by  the 
refufal  of  the  officers  of  police  to 
permit  the  bakers  to  raife  the  price 
of  bread,  though  corn  is  grown 
dearer.  A  woman  took  occafion 
from  hence  to  raife  by  her  cla¬ 
mours  a  troop  off  mutinous  peo¬ 
ple,  who  fufpeffting  fome  indivi¬ 
duals  of  carrying  on  a  trade  in 
corn,  and  profiting  confiderably  by 
it,  repaired  tumultuoufly  to  their 
houfes,  broke  open  their  doors,  and 
deftroyed  the  furniture  of  their 
dwellings.  Such  as  feemed  inclin¬ 
ed  to  oppofe  them,  were  ill-treated  5 
and,  it  is  even  faid,  that  three  or 
four  were  killed.  They  threaten¬ 
ed.  to  fet  fire  to  the  city  ;  but  the 
town  officers  took  fuchjuft  mea- 
fures,  that  the  burgeffes  in  arms 
gave  a  check  to  part  of  the  infur- 
gents,  feveral  of  whom  had  dif- 
p  uifed  themfelves  like  women,  and 
difperfed  the  reft. 

By  a  letter  directed  to  Mr* 

Charles 
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Charles  Gibbs  of  Charter-houfe- 
fquare,  a  correfpondentof  that  gen¬ 
tleman  after  ts,  that  he  has  dif- 
covered  a  method  of  fquaring  the 
circle,  which  has  hitherto  baffled 
the  efforts  of  the  greatelt  mathe¬ 
maticians. 

I  A  fubfcription  was  opened 
9  *  for  carrying  Mr.  Brindley *s 

plan  into  execution  for  making  a 
navigable  canal  from  Birmingham 
through  the  principal  coalworks, 
to  join  the  Worcederihire  and  Staf¬ 
ford  fh  ire  canals. 

A  fire  happened  at  Beer,  near 
Blandford  in  Dorfetfhire,  which 
in  an  hour  and  a  half  deffiroyed 
above  14  houfes.  In  the  fame 
week  was  a  fire  at  Ower,  near 
Dorchefler,  which  confirmed  eight 
houfes. 

About  three  weeks  ago  a  brick¬ 
layer’s  labourer  at  Marybone  fold 
a  woman  whom  he  had  coha¬ 
bited  with  for  feveral  years,  to 
a  fellow-workman  for  a  quarter 
guinea  and  a  gallon  of  beer.  The 
workman  went  off  with  the  pur- 
chafe,  and  fhe  has  fince  had  the 
good  fortune  to  have  a  legacy  of 
200  1.  and  feme  plate  left  her  by 
a  dcceafed  uncle  in  Devonfhire. 
The  parties  were  married  lafi  Fri¬ 
day. 

Five  of  the  malefactors 
who  were  condemned  at  the 
lafl  feffions  but  one  at  the  Old 
Bailey,  were  executed  at  Ty¬ 
burn. 

s  j  Cameon  at  Guildhall,  be- 
1  1#  fore  Lord  Mansfield,  and  a 

fpecialjury  of  merchants,  a  trial 
between  Meffrs.  Dalbiacks,  filk- 
weavers,  of  Spital  fquare,  plain¬ 
tiffs,  and  the  proprietors  of  a  pa¬ 
tent  manufactory  for  painting  filk, 
defendants  :  the  caufe  of  adtion 
was  to  recover  a  fum  of  money  for 


damage  on  9!  pieces  of  ill k  which 
the  defendants  had  fpoiledin  paint¬ 
ing,  containing  5767  yards  and 
upwards  ;  when,  after  an  hearing 
of  fix  hours,  the  jury,  without  go¬ 
ing  out  of  court,  found  a  verdict: 
for  the  plaintiffs  of  2633  3.  18s. 
being  the  full  value  of  the 
Bilks. 

A  caufe  came  on  in  the  , 
Common-pleas,  wherein  a  R  * 
gentleman  of  Norwich  was  plain¬ 
tiff,  and  the  commiffioners  of  one 
of  the  London  fire  offices  defen¬ 
dants  :  The  aftion  was,  that  the 
gentleman  had  formerly  infured 
his  houfe  at  Norwich  in  the  faid 
office  to  the  amount  of  500  1.  and 
at  the  time  of  the  riots  there,  his 
houfe  was  wilfully  fet  on  fire,  and 
burnt,  on  which  he  applied  to  the 
office  to  make  good  the  infurance, 
which  they  refufed,  as  it  was  not: 
deffiroyed  by  accident  ;  and  after 
a  hearing  of  feveral  hours,  a  ver- 
did  of  400 1.  was  given  in  favour 
of  the  plaintiff;  but  a  point  of  law 
arifing,  it  is  to  be  decided  by  the 
opinion  of  the  twelve  judges. 

The  eftates  of  the  late  Perciva! 
Lewis,  Efq;  at  Tooting,  were  fold 
by  auction  by  Mr.  Langford  and 
fon  for  24,925  1. 

The  maid-fervant  of  one  Mr* 
Wilfon,  with  his  child  in  herarms, 
went  to  view  fome  fheep  wafhed 
in  the  Tweed  from  Kelfo-bridge  % 
when,  forgetful  of  her  truflq  by  3 
fudden  motion,  the  child  fprung 
out  of  her  arms  from  the  lodging, 
and  dropt  down  into  the  water* 
The  young  woman,  in  order  to 
fave  the  child,  infiantly  flung  her- 
felf  over  after  it,  and  both  perifiied 
in  the  Tweed. 

At  Covent-Garden  market  com¬ 
mon  cherries,  and  but  few  of  them 
ripe,  fold  at  4s.  a  pound.  Three 
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years  ago,  at  this  feafon,  finer  cher¬ 
ries  were  fold  at  2d.  a  pound. 

Laft  week  at  a  chriftening  at 
Widaker,  near  Whitehaven,  of  the 
21ft  child  of  Mr.  Wright,  by  the 
fame  woman,  the  company  came 
from  21  parifhes,  and  the  enter¬ 
tainment  confifted  of  21  pieces  of 
beef,  21  legs  of  mutton  and  lamb, 
21  gallons  of  brandy,  three  times 
21  gallons  of  ftrong  ale,  three 
times  21  fowls  roafted  and  boiled, 
21  pies,  befides  feveral  hams,  a 
great  number  of  puddings,  &c.  &c. 

At  a  court  of  common-council 
held  at  Guildhall,  the  freedom  of 
this  city  was  voted  to  beprefented 
to  the  right  hon.  Charles  Town- 
Ihend,  chancellor  of  the  exchequer, 
in  a  gold  box,  for  acknowledgment 
of  his  kind  and  fuccefsful  endea¬ 
vours  to  ferve  them  in  their  appli¬ 
cation  to  parliament  for  the  feveral 
improvements  to  be  made  in  the 
metropolis. 

At  the  fame  court  alfo  a  motion 
was  made,  that  a  piece  of  plate  of 
200  guineas  value  be  prcfented 
to  deputy  John  Paterfon,  Efq;  as 
a  mark  of  the  court’s  gratitude 
for  the  many  fervices  rendered  the 
corporation  by  that  gentleman,  but 
more  efpecially  for  his  late  excel¬ 
lent  plan  which  was  adopted  by 
the  city  of  London,  and  now  lies 
ready  for  the  royal  alien t,  having 
palled  both  houfes  of  parliament. 

The  report  made  lad  Decem¬ 
ber,  relating  to  London-Bridge, 
was  taken  into  confideration  ; 
when  Mr.  Milne,  the  furveyor, 
being"  examined,  it  was  after  a 
long  debate  agreed,  that  the  pro¬ 
prietors  of  the  London-bridge  wa¬ 
terworks,  Ihould  be  allowed  the 
fifth  arch  of  the  faid  bridge,  agree¬ 
able  to  the  terms  contained  in  the 
cny  lands  report,  but  under  the 
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exprefs  conditions,  that  fhould  this 
grant  be  hereafter  found  prejudicial 
to  the  navigation  of  the  river,  the 
city  fhould  have  liberty  to  revoke 
their  grant,  upon  paying  the  faid 
proprietors  their  whole  expence  in 
occupying  the  faid  arch. 

The  emprefs  queen,  who  had  got 
the  fmall  pox  by  her  clofe  attend¬ 
ance  on  her  daughter-in-law,  the 
emprefs  confort,  is  now  entirely 
out  of  danger* 

One  Mr.  Nathaniel  Jardine,  a 
linen  draper  at  Cambridge,  was 
feized  with  a  fit,  as  he  fat  upon  a 
bench  by  his  door,  from  which  he 
fell,  and  received  a  violent  cut  upon 
his  head,  that  rendered  him  fenfe- 
lefs ;  he  was  immediately  blooded, 
which  fomevvhat  recovered  him, and 
he  was  carried,  by  his  own  defire,  to 
to  the  houfe  of  Mr,  Clay,  grocer,  in 
Trompington  flreet,  where  he  died 
on  Wednefday  morning.  His  bro¬ 
ther,  a  few  months  ago,  was  taken 
much  in  the  fame  manner,  but  died 
inflantly.  There  is  fomething  fo 
fingular  in  the  lives  of  thefe  two 
brothers,  that  we  fhould  not  do 
juftice  to  our  readers,  if  we  palled 
it  by  unnoticed. — -They  were  about 
iixty  years  old,  had  lived  together 
from  their  infancy,  and  had,  for 
more  than  forty  years,  kept  a  linen- 
draper’s  fhop  :  during  which  time, 
we  are  informed,  they  never  had 
their  houfe  cleaned  but  once,  which 
was  when  their  mother  died,  whom, 
to  fave  expenccs,  they  laid  out 
themfelves  ;  they  feldom  admitted 
'  any  perfon  beyond  their  fhop  or 
flore  room  ;  and  it  is  aliened  that 
they  had  no  bed,  but  ufed  to  lie 
upon  feme  old  packing  cloths,  that 
their  goods  came  in  :  And  fo  con¬ 
tinually  difturbed,  left  any  of  their 
effects  fhould  be  ftolen,  that  they 
frequently  watched  alternately.  So 
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miferable  were  they,  in,  order  to 
arnafs  wealth,  they  did  not  even 
allow  themfelves  the  common  De¬ 
cenaries  of  life,  not  a  whole  joint 
of  meat  having  been  known  to  en¬ 
ter  the  houfe  for  twenty  years  pail. 
Thus  pinched  for  want  of  fu lie- 
nance  within,  and  through  negleft 
in  their  linen  and  apparel,  peftered 
with  vermin  without,  no  wonder 
they  always  carried  a  very  meagre 
afpecl.  It  is  fomewhat  remarkable, 
that  il  a  publican  or  other  perfon 
laid  out  a  few  {Killings  with  them, 
they  would  enquire  their  place  of 
abode,  and  frequently  go  a  mile  or 
two  to  fetch  a  quart  of  beer,  yet 
cautious  that  they  fhould  not  be 
feen,  left  others  might  be  offended. 
On  the  death  of  their  father  they 
found  upwards  of  1000  guineas 
concealed  in  his  bed  ;  and  at  the 
deceafe  of  the  firft  brother,  the  fur- 
vivor  found  a  coniiderable  fu  n  of 
money  that  had  been  fecreted  from 
him.  It  is  not  certainly  known 
what  he  died  poftefted  of,  but  it 
is  generally  fuppofed  from  6  to 
8000  1.  the  whole  of  which,  except 
a  legacy  of  20  b  he  has  left  by 
will  to  the  above  Mr.  Clay  ;  who, 
it  feems,  had  lately  fhewrt  him 
fome  civilities,  by  now  and  then 
fending  him  a  comfortable  dinner. 
See.  The  deceafed  had  often  de¬ 
clared,  he  did  not  know  of  any  re¬ 
lations. 

Letters  j aft  received  from  Rome 
mention,  that  an  exprefs  was  ar¬ 
rived  there  from  Civita  Vecchia, 
with  advice,  that,  fifteen  Catalan 
veilels,  efcorted  by  three  armed 
xebecks,  were  arrived  there  from 
Barcelona,  with  four  hundred  and 
ieventy  Jefuits  on  board  ;  the  pope, 
though  with  reluctance,  confented 
to  their  being  landed,  and  ordered 
them  to  be  coduCled  to  Ferrara, 
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The  archduchefs,  intended  con- 
fort  to  the  king  of  Naples,  is  ex¬ 
pelled  in  thatcity  by  the  beginning 
of  November ;  and  the  marriage 
ceremony  of  their  majefties  will  be 
performed  on  the  4th  of  that  month, 
the  feftival  of  St  Charles,  whole 
name  the  king  of  Spain  bears. 

An  ediCl  of  the  emprefs  queen 
has  juft  made  its  appearance  in 
Brulfels,  prohibiting  the  admiffion 
into  that  country  of  any  of  the  je¬ 
fuits  expelled  from  Spain,  orexiled 
from  France  ;  it  matters  not  whe¬ 
ther  they  are  fubjeCls,  by  birth,  of 
her  imperial  majefty,  or  whether 
or  not  they  wear  the  habit  of  their 
order. 

They  write  from  Madrid,  that 
a  treaty  is  negociating  with  Ruftia, 
and  another  with  fome  of  the  Ger¬ 
man  princes,  for  allowing  a  num¬ 
ber  of  their  fubjeCls  to  fettle,  with 
their  families,  in  Spain,  in  order  to 
cultivate  a  barren  tract  of  ground 
called,  Serra  Molenos.  They  are 
to  be  allowed  the  expences  of  their 
journey,  and,  on  their  arrival  in 
the  Spanifti  territories,  are  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  king’s  pay,  and  be  pro¬ 
vided  with  neceflaries  for  a  year. 
They  are  alfo  to  be  furniftied  with 
materials  for  building,  and  tools 
for  husbandry  ;  but,  after  the  ex¬ 
piration  of  the  abovementioned 
term,  they  are  to  maintain  them¬ 
felves  with  the  produce  or  revenue 
of  their  refpective  lands,  which 
will  be  granted  to  them  as  their 
full  property,  befides  an  exemp¬ 
tion  from  all  taxes  for  ten  years  to 
come. 

They  write  from  Penfacola,  that 
the  Spanifh  governor  of  New  Or¬ 
leans  had  received  pofitive  orders 
from  his  court  to  prevent  the  fub- 
jecls  of  Great  Britain  from  having 
the  leaft  commercial  intercourfe 
[G]  3  with 
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with  thofe  of  his  catholic  majefty 
under  his  command. 

The  court  of  Common 
26th.  Pleas  ordered  an  attachment 
againft  an  officer  of  the  Ihe- 
riff  of  MiddJefex,  for  arrefting  a 
gentleman  athishoufelateat  nigh., 
without  notice,  for  a  debt  of  60 1. 
due  to  his  coachmaker,  and  refus¬ 
ing,  though  the  coachmaker  was 
prefent,  and  bail  offered,  to  wait, 
but  forcibly  carried  away  to,  and 
detained  him  illegally  till  next 
morning  in  a  fpunging-houfe,  con¬ 
trary  to  the  laws  of, this  realm. 

There  was  a  very  great  council 
at  St.  James’s,  to  which,  it  is  faid, 
nolefs  than  106  members  were  fum- 
moned. 

At  the  general  court  of  the  Eaft- 


India  company,  held  at  Merchant 
Taylor’s  Hall,  it  was  unanimoufly 
refolved  to  grant  a  penfion  of  1500I. 
perann.  to  Gen.  Lawrence,  during 
his  life  for  his  many  great  fervices 
to  the  company  ;  the  faid  grant 
to  commence  from  Chriftmas  lad. 
The  general  enjoyed  a  pen  foil  of 
500I.  a  year  before;  and  the  above 
grant  of  1500!.  is  an  addition 
thereto.  It  was  alfo  moved,  to 
grant  the  company’s  fervants  cer¬ 
tain  gratuities,  for  their  refpecdve 
fervices. 

Was  found  in  the  mackarel-nets 
of  Folkflone,  a  flrange  kind  of  a 
iifh.  It  meafures  in  length  about 
thirteen  feet;  its  fore  fins  are  a- 
bout  two  feet  long,  and  the  body 
refembles  that  of  a  porpus ;  it  has 
a  broad  thin  tail,  about,  fix  feet 
long.  The  fifhermen  declare  they 
never  faw  fuch  a  one  before. 

Application  having  been  fome 
time  ago  made  to  the  miniftry,  to 
intercede  with  his  majefty  to  fpare 
the  life  of  one  of  the  convidls  un¬ 
der  fentence  of  death  in  Newgate, 
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on  condition  that  the  faid  convidt 
ffiould  fuffer  the  amputation  of  a 
limb,  in  order  to  try  the  efiicacy 
of  a  certain  ftyptic  prepared  by 
Mr.  Pierce;  and  one  John  Ben- 
liarn  having  been  reprieved,  as  it 
was  imagined,  for  that  purpofe, 
Mr.  Pierce  waited  upon  the  fecre- 
tary  of  Bate,  when  he  was  inform¬ 
ed  that  the  intention  of  trying  his 
liyp tic  upon  John  Benham,  a  con¬ 
vict  in  Newgate,  was  entirely  laid 
afide,  his  majefty  being  cf  opinion 
that  it  was  quite  improper  to  try 
fuch  experiment. 

A  jew  was  carried  before  the 
lord  mayor,  charged  with  hawking 
hats  for  fale  in  this  city,  contrary 
to  law,  which  fubjecls  all  hawkers 
who  prefume  fo  to  do  in  any  cor¬ 
poration  to  the  penalty  of  12  1.  or 
to  be  committed  for  a  certain  time 
to  hard  labour  in  Bridewell.  The 
fa£l  being  proved,  fecurity  was  giv¬ 
en  for  the  Jew’s  appearance  to  an- 
fwer  the  above  charge  before  a 
court  of  judicature. 

The  duty  of  6d.  per  chaldron 
on  coals  is  granted  to  the  city  for 
46  years,  to  redeem  the  tolls  on  the 
bridges,  ernbankinp  the  river,  re- 
pairing  the  Exchange,  and  rebuild- 
ing  Newgate. 

A  vein  of  copper  ore  has  lately 
been  difcovered  near  Glafgow, 
which,  upon  trial,  promifes  fair  to 
produce  coniiderable  profit.  It  lies 
not  above  three  feet  deep,  and  is 
fuppofed  to  lead  to  a  confiaerable 
mine. 

The  prizes  of  15  guineas  each, 
given  annually  by  the  members  lor 
Cambridge,  were  adjudged  to  Mr. 
Sterrenfon  of  King’s  and  Mr.  Ward  - 
of  St  John’s  College,  fenior  ba¬ 
chelors  ;  and  to  Mr.  Arnold  of  St. 
John’sand  Mr.  Clewes  of  Trinity 
College,  middle  bachelors. 

A  geru 
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A  gentleman  ofDerby  has  late¬ 
ly  been  into  the  Downs  to  make 
trial  of  a  new  marine  furveyor. 
The  machine  con  lifts  of  an  open 
tube  four  inches  diameter,  and  two 
feet  long  :  on  the  outfide  is  fixed 
an  oblique  plane  like  a  fcrew  ; 
upon  which  the  water  adds  fo  as  to 
turn  it  round  fwifter  or  flower,  in 
proportion  as  the  machine  is  drawn 
through  the  fea  with  greater  eafe 
cr  lefs  velocity. 

Letters  from  Pomerania  advife, 
that  the  cattle  there  have  been  ino¬ 
culated  with  fuccefs,  for  the  conta¬ 
gious  illnefs  that  has  for  fome  time 
reigned  in  that  country. 

Her  imperial  majelly  of  Ruffia 
has  particularly  recommended  to 
the  royal  academy  of  fciences  at 
Peterfburg,  to  make  exa6l  obferva- 
tions  of  the  next  tranfit  of  Venus 
ever  the  fun’s  difk,  in  the  moil;  pro¬ 
per  places  throughout  her  domi¬ 
nions. 

Six  or  eight  acres  of  the  great 
bog  above  the  lough  of  Loughcor- 
nute  in  the  county  of  Galway, 
(part  of  the  eftate  of  Mr.  Netter- 
vil)  fell  fuddenly  into  the  lough, 
and  made  fo  prodigious  a  noife, 
that  it  extremely  terrified  the  in¬ 
habitants  for  many  miles  round. 
The  water  of  the  lough  has  over¬ 
flowed  the  grounds  all  about ;  the 
paflage  from  the  lough  through 
Mr.  Nettervil’s  ground,  is  quite 
fhut  up,  and  the  courfe  of  the  wa¬ 
ter  totally  changed. 

On  the  third  in  flan  t  the  deputies 
of  the  republic  of  Venice,  enter¬ 
tained  the  reigning  duke  of  Wur- 
te  nib  erg  with  one  of  the  fineil 
courfes  of  gondolas  that  has  ever 
been  feen  there.  There  were  five 
divisions,  each  conftfting  of  five 
gondolas, mofl  magnificently  paint¬ 
ed  and  adorned,  and  all  the  rowers 


were  in  uniform.  The  machine, 
which  ferved  for  the  butt,  repre- 
fented  the  palace  of  Neptune. 
There  was  an  incredible  number 
of  foreigners  of  diilindlion  at  this 
feilival,  which  terminated  with  a 
fuperb  fupper,  and  a  ball,  given  by 
his  ferene  highnefs. 

The  annual  produce  of  the  mines 
in  Sweden  amounts  to  400,000 
fchipfonds,  each  weighing  400 
French  pounds;  and  the  number 
of  workmen  employed  in  them  is 
25,600,  who  are  thereby  enabled, 
to  maintain  their  wives  and  chil¬ 
dren. 

From  Liihon  we  hear,  that  the 
French  cooful  there  has  received 
fome  difpatches  from  the  king  his 
mailer,  addreffed  to  his  Portuguefe 
majefly,  and  accompanied  with 
fome  prefents  for  the  prince  of 
whom  the  princefs  of  Brazil  was 
lately  delivered,  and  for  other  per - 
fons.  The  prince’s  prefent  is  a 
cockade  fet  with  brilliants,  the 
button  in  the  form  of  a  rofe.  Don 
Juan  de  Braganza,  high  admiral, 
has  received  the  king  of  France’s 
pi&ure  fet  with  diamonds  :  the 
prince’s  governefs  a  pair  of  ear¬ 
rings  with  a  gold-box  :  the  patri¬ 
arch  a  diamond  crofs  :  and  the 
nurfe  a  gold  fnuff-box. 

There  are  now  160  looms  efta- 
blifhed  in  thecambrick  manufadlo- 
ry  at  Dundalk,  where  in  the  fhort 
Ipace  of  one  year  only,  above 
70,000.  yards  have  been  made,  the 
greater  part  already  at  market,  or 
fold  ;  and  it  is  obfervable,  that  this 
quantity  has  been  made  between 
May,  1766,  and  May,  1 767,  which 
fliews  that  this  important  manufac¬ 
ture  is  in  an  improving  flate,  and 
will  be  of  the  utmoft  national  ad¬ 
vantage,  which  is  already  obvious 
from  the  gradual  dimunition  of 
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the  importation  of  French  cam- 
bricks  into  this  kingdom. 

,  The  following*  bills  re- 
^9  '  ceived,  the  royal  alien  t  by 

commiffion. 

The  bill  for  ere&ing  a  pier  at 
St.  Ives. 

The  bill  for  regulating  the  parifh 
poor  children  within  the  bills  of 
mortality. 

The  bill  for  completing  Black- 
friars  bridge. 

The  bill  for  indemnifying  per- 
fons  who  have  omitted  to  qualify 
themfelves  for  employments. 

The  bill  for  allowing  a  longer 
time  for  enrollment  of  deeds  of 
papifts,  for  relief  of  proteftant  pur- 
chafers. 

The  bill  for  preventing  the  wear 
of  cambricks. 

The  bill  for  extending  the  win- 
dow  aft  to  Scotland. 

The  bill  for  altering  the  duties 
on  policies,  and  lejTening  the  allow¬ 
ance  for  prompt  payment  of  cer¬ 
tain  (lamp- duties. 

The  bill  for  granting  certain  du¬ 
ties  in  the  Britifh  American  colo¬ 
nies. 

The  bill  for  regulating  the  divi¬ 
dend  of  the  Eaft-India  company. 
—By  this  aft  no  dividend  is  to  be 
made  from  the  24th  of  June  but 
in  purfuance  of  a  vote  carried  on 
a  ballot,  in  a  general  court  fum- 
moned  for  the  purpofe  feven  days 
beforehand  ;  nor  any  increafe  of 
dividend  beyond  10  per  cent,  till 
the  next  meeting  of  parliament. 

Thebill  foreftablilhingan  agree¬ 
ment  between  the  government  and 
the  Eafl-India  company. — By  this 
agreement  the  company  are  to  pay 
the  government  400,000!.  yearly 
for  two  years,  by  half  yearly  pay¬ 
ments,  during  which  time  the  ter¬ 
ritorial  pofleffions  and  revenues 
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lately  obtained  are  to  remain  in 
the  company's  hands  ;  but  if  dif- 
poftefTed  of  any  of  them  in  the 
mean  time  by  any  foreign  power,  a 
proportionable  abatement  is  to  be 
made  in  the  annual  payments  ; 
and  money  wrongfully  paid  to  be 
refunded.  The  monies  to  be  re- 
ferved  for  the  difpofition  of  parlia¬ 
ment. 

The  bill  for  regulating  the  ma¬ 
nufactures,  &c.  in  the  Idle  cf  Man. 

An  order  of  council  was  this  day 
publifhed  in  the  London  Gazette, 
requiring  lieutenants  of  counties 

1  c* 

where  the  militia  have  been  em¬ 
bodied,  to  make  out  lifts  of  the  of¬ 
ficers,  to  prevent  their  being  no¬ 
minated  for  fheriffs,  during  the 
time  of  their  employment  in  that 
fervlce. 

A  fourth  convoy,  with  203  Je- 
fuits  on  board,  arrived  at  Civita 
Vecchia,  but  were  refufed  admit¬ 
tance,  and  followed  the  third.  The 
Genoefe,  it  is  faid,  have  agreed  to 
receive  them. 

Two  itinerant  preachers,  one  a 
t'aylor  and  the  other  a  dyer,  quar¬ 
relled  in  Moorfields  about  their 
religion  ;  and  the  mob  taking  th@ 
dyer’s  part,  the  poor  taylor  was 
handled  in  a  moft  inhuman  man¬ 
ner,  and  would  certainly  have  been 
killed  but  for  the  interpofition  of 
feme  gentlemen  pafiing  by. 

The  farms  of  the  kingdom  of 
France  have  been  lately  let  to  the 
farmers  -  general  for  the  fum  of 
132,250,000  livres  per  annum. 

Letters  received  at  Conftantino- 
ple  advife,  that  on  the  third  of 
March  laft,  being  the  fecond  feaft 
of  the  Bairam,  the  day  on  which 
all  the  beys  and  other  officers  of 
the  city  repair  to  the  caftle  to  com¬ 
pliment  Hamfey  Pacha,  governor 
of  Egypt,  about  fixty  perfoos,  moft 

of 
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of  whom  belonged  to  Grandees, 
who  have  been  fome  time  in  exile, 
having  formed  a  delign  of  aflaflinat- 
ing  feveral  of  the  beys  now  in  poll, 
got  into  the  Pacha’s  hall  of  audi¬ 
ence,  difguifed  and  well-armed  ; 
but  the  Emir  Hatch,  or  conductor 
of  the  Mecca  caravan,  having  ob- 
ferved  among  them  fome  fufpicious 
movements,  he  fignified  the  fame 
to  the  other  beys  ;  one  of  whom,  on 
his  taking  leave  of  the  Pacha,  re¬ 
ceived  a  pitted  {hot,  which  tore  a- 
way  part  of  his  jaw.  On  this,  all 
the  beys  had  recourfe  to  their  fa- 
bres,  fought  their  way  through, 
and  deitroyed  the  confpirators. 
One  bey  remained  dead  on  the 
fpot,  others  were  dangeroufly 
wounded,  as  were  alfo  feveral  prin¬ 
cipal  officers.  After  this  bloody 
feene,  wherein  many  lives  were 
loft,  the  government  ordered  the 
Pacha  to  be  depofed,  which  was 
done  the  fame  day  ;  and  thofe  of 
his  officers,  who  were  fufpeded  to 
have  favoured  this  plot,  were  ba¬ 
il  ifhed.  The  Janiffary  Aga  has  or¬ 
dered  many  of  the  grandees  of 
Cairo,  who  were  difeovered  to  be 
accomplices  therein,  to  be  pu¬ 
nched. 

The  28th  of  laft  month,  about  five 
o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  the  thun¬ 
der  fell  upon  the  parifh  church  of 
V  illa-di-Stellone,  a  village  near 
Carignam,  by  which  feven  perfons 
were  killed,  and  feveral  others 
wounded.  The  curate,  who  re¬ 
ceived  a  flight  hurt  on  the  foot,  was 
feized  with  vomitings  the  next  day, 
and  an  extraordinary  pain  in  that 
foot.  The  noife  of  the  thunder  was 
terrible,  and  yet  the  people  who 
were  in  the  church  were  fo  ftunned, 
that  they  were  only  fenfible  of  a 
trifling  noife  like  the  report  of  a 
piilol.  The  curate,  who  performed 
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divine  fervice  had  no  idea  after, 
wards  of  what  he  had  been  doing  ; 
and  thofe  who  carried  away  the 
dead  bodies  could  not  recoiled 
where  they  brought  them  from. 
At  the  fame  time  the  thunder  fell 
upon  the  citadel  of  this  place,  and 
took  its  direction  to  a  centry-box 
upon  the  north  weft  baftion,  where 
it  went  down  the  barrel  of  the  cen- 
try’s  mufket,  and  ftruck  the  fol- 
dier’s  foot  with  fuch  violence  as 
brought  him  to  the  ground ,  but  did 
him  no  other  mifehief.  It  rained 
very  hard  here  at  that  time  ;  but  at 
Villa- di-Stellone,  it  neither  rain¬ 
ed  nor  thundered  before  or  after 
the  violent  clap  of  thunder  above- 
mentioned.  The  fame  ftorm  was 
felt  in  other  places,  upwards  of  25 
miles  oft.  The  evening  before,  a 
fhock  of  an  earthquake  was  felt  at 
Turin,  but  more  feniibly  in  other 
places,  where  fome  damage  was 
done  by  it. 

In  a  letter  from  Carthagena,  via 
Jamaica,  captain  Henderfon,  of  the 
(loop  Fanny,  bound  from  thence  to 
the  bay,  gives  a  difmal  account  of 
the  lofs  of  the  faid  floop,  on  the 
3  1  ft  of  Odober  laft,  oft'  Cape  Gra¬ 
cias  a  Dios  ;  with  many  other 
circumftances  that  befel  the  crew 
(eleven  in  number)  who  all,  except 
three,  died  through  fatigue  and  the 
want  of  fubiiftence  :  thofe  who  fur- 
vived  being  obliged  to  eat  the  ilefli 
of  their  deceafed  fhipmates  for 
food,  and  drink  their  own  urine  to 
quench  their  thirft  ;  and  to  make 
their  cafe  ftill  more  difmal,  the 
brutifli  Spaniards  refufed  them  fub¬ 
iiftence,  as  men  faved  from  fhip- 
wreck  ;  alledging,  that  they  were 
not  bound  to  the  bay,  and  there¬ 
fore  muft  take  up  their  abode  in 
the  common  gaol  among  thieves, 
negroes  and  murderers. 

Died, 
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Died,  Mr.  Lowther,  near  Guif- 
borough,  aged  106  years'. 

Mrs.  jack  Ton,  who  for  3©  years 
kept  a  boarding -fchool  at  Kenfing- 

ton. 

Mr.  Mathard,  furgeon  in  Ox¬ 
ford-road,  aged  102  years. 

Peter  Stuart,  near  Air  in  Scot¬ 
land,  aged  103  years’. 


]  U  L  Y. 

Thefum  of  6o,oool.was 
I  ft.  this  day  paid  down  for  the 

.  puxchafe  of  the  royal  thea¬ 
tre  in  Coven t-  Garden,  purfuant  to 
agreement.  The  patentees  are 
Meffieurs  Colman,  Harris,  Ru¬ 
therford,  and  Powel. 

,  ■  His  majefty  gave  his  affent 
to  the  following  bills : 

The  bill  for  granting  certain 
fams  out  of  the  finking  fund;  and 
for  impowering  his  majefty  to  per¬ 
mit  the  importation  of  corn,  duty 
free,  for  a  longer  time. 

The  bill  for  taking  off  the  duty 
of  1  s.  a  pound  on  all  black  and 
Singlo  tea,  and  for  granting  a 
drawback  on  teas  exported  to  Ire¬ 
land  and  America. 

The  bill  for  gran  tin  p-  certain  du- 
ties  on  foreign  linen,  and  a  pre¬ 
mium  for  the  encouragement  of 
railing  hemp. 

The  bill  for  reftraining  the  af- 
fembly  of  New  York- from  paffing 
any  ad,  till  they  had  complied  with 
the  ad  of  parliament  for  the  fur- 
nifhing  his  majefty  Js  troops  with  the 
neceffaries  required  by  that  ad. 

The  bill  for  putting  the  Ameri¬ 
can  duties  into  the  hands  of  com- 
jniftioners. 

After  which  his  majefty  made  a 
moil  gracious  fpeech,  which  the 
reader  will  fee  in  our  itate  papers  ; 

4> 
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and  the  parliament  was  prorogued 
to  the  31ft  of  Auguft, 

The  demurrer  of  the 
feigned  ifme,  direded  by  the  3d. 
court  of  King’s  Bench,  be- 
ween  the  mayor,  &c.  of  Norwich, 
and  Mr,  Jeremiah  Berry,  ah  attor¬ 
ney  of  the  court  of  Common  Pleas, 
was  argued  in  the  court  of  King’s 
Bench,  when  judgment  was  given 
for  Mr,  Berry.  The  queftion  was, 
whether  the  privilege  of  an  attor¬ 
ney  exempted  him  from  ferving  the 
office  of  fheriff  ?  and  all  the  judges 
of  the  court  of  King’s  Bench  were 
clearly  of  opinion,  that  fuch  privi¬ 
lege  excufed  him  from  ferving  that 
office,  and  even  offices  of  a  fuperi- 
or  nature,  to  that  of  a  fheriff  of  a 
corporation. 

Lord  Holland  having  lately 
ereded  a  new  tower  built  with  flint 
and  chalk,  at  his  feat  near  Mar¬ 
gate,  the  following  infcription  in. 
black  letter,  on  a  large  piece  of 
white  ftone,  is  placed  on  the  front 
next  the  fea  : 

D.  M. 

Danorum  et  Saxonum  hie  occiforum 
Dum  de  folo  Britannico 

Milites  nihil  a  fe  alienum  putant 
Britannis  perfide  et  crudelitur  olim  expulfis 
Inter  fe  dimicaverunt 
Hen.  de  Holland  pofuit. 

Quid  uces  qualis  hujusprceiii  exitus 
Nulla  nota  hiftoria 
Annum  circiter  dcccl  evenitpugna 
Et  pugnam  hanc  evenifie  fidem  taciunt 
Ofia  quamplurima 

Qd  s  fub  hoc  et  altero  tumulo  hie  vicino 
funt  fepulta. 

The  inftrudions  given  by  the 
hifhops  to  the  clergy  of  their  fe- 
veral  diocefes,  in  confequence  of  a 
motion  in  the  houfe  of  lords,  to 
take  an  account  of  the  number  of 
catholics  in  their  refpedive  pa- 
riflies,  has  nothing  alarming  in  it. 
A  like  order  was  given  in  1746,  to 
the  clerks  of  the  peace,  when  by  a 

lift 
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lift  then  delivered,  the  whole  landed 
property  they  were  poffeffed  of, 
amounted  to  384,1661.  143,  tod 
If  a  like  account  fhould  be  now 
given  in,  it  will  at  once  be  feen 
whether  they  increafe  in  property 
or  not. 

Within  thefe  few  days  feveral 
fhips  have  arrived  in  the  river  with 
wheat  from  abroad,  v/hofe  cargoes 
con  fill  of  7485  quarters,  befides. 
very  great  quantities  of  barley, 
oats,  and  other  gr.in.  Since,  the 
23d  of  March  laft,  there  have  been, 
brought  into  the  port  of  London, 

1 15,497  quarters  of  wheat,  a  great 
part  of  which  has  been  bought  up 
for  the  country  markets. 

This  morning,  at  a  quarter 
5th.  before  nine  o’clock,  thdrroy- 
al  and  ferene  highneftes  the 
prince  and  princefs  of  Brunfwick 
fet  out  in  one  of  his  majefty ’s 
coaches  for  Dover,  on  their  return 
to  Germany,  The  young  prince 
of  Brunfwick  fet  out  fome  time 
before  them. 

This  day  at  noon,  his  royal 
7th.  highnefs  the  duke  of  York 
fet  out  from  Pall-Mall,  with 
a  grand  retinue,  for  Dover,  in  order 
to  embark  for  Germany. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  laft  feffion  of 
parliament,  209  bills  received  the 
royal  affent,  viz.  95  public,  and 
1 14  private,  which  is  the  greateft 
number  that  has  received  the  royal 
affent  in  one  feffion  for  feveral 
years. 

The  intended  marriage  between 
the  prince  Stadtholder,  and  the 
princefs  Frederica-  Sophia  -  Wilhel- 
mina  of  Pruffia,  was  publicly  de¬ 
clared  at  the  Hague.  As  the  prince 
Stadtholder  was  taking  the  diver- 
fion  of  hawking,  a  dog  caught  a 
heron,  with  a  brafs  inscription 
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round  his  leg,  fettxng  forth,  that  he 
was  taken  and  released  by  the-elec- 
tor  of  Cologne,  in.  the  y£ar  1737. 

One  of  the  clerks  pf  the  bank- 
was  apprehended  on  fufpicion  of 
filing  guineas,  in  the  evening  he 
attempted  to  cut  his  throat,  but 
without  fuccefs.  On  fearching  his 
houfe,  many  curious  inflruments. 
for  the  purpofe  above  mentioned, 
and  aifo  a  quantity  of  gold-daft, 
were  found.  1 

His  royal  highnefs  the 
duke  of  York  arrived  at  nth* 
Bruffels,  under  the  title  of 
earl  of  Ulfter,  and  in  the  evening 
went  to; the  comedy,. where- he  was 
received  by  prince  .  Charles,  who 
had  already,  entertained  the  prince 
and  princefs  of  Brunfwick  with  all 
imaginable  magnificence. 

His  excellency  Sir  James  Gray, 
hart.  fee  out  on  his  embaffy  to 
Spain.  -  ~  , 

A  young  man  in  France,  being 
lately  attacked  by  a  fever,  became 
delirious,  and  afterwards  raving 
mad.  In  this  condition,  the  only 
objects  of  his  fury  were  his  parents; 
and  he  was  at  length  fo  feemingly 
fenfible  of  his  error,  that  he  talked 
of  nothing  but  expiating  his  fins  by 
fire  ;  and  for  that  purpofe,  having 
railed  a  pile  of  wood,  he  found 
means  to  light  it,  and  to  throw  him 
felf  in  ;  but  the  torments  he  felt  in 
the  flames,  foon  brought  him  to 
himfelf,  and  he  endeavoured  to 
fave  his  life,  but  too  late  ;  for  tho* 
he  had  llrength  enough  to  get  out, 
yet  he  was  fo  terribly  fcorched, 
that  he  died  the  next  day  in  great 
agony. 

They  write  from  Paris,  that  an. 
ingenious  mechanic  of  that  city  has 
lately  invented  and  finifhed  a  cu¬ 
rious  fnuff-box  with  chimes  in  the 

lid. 
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lid,  that  plays  five  tunes,  and  will 
hold  half  an  ounce  of  fnufF. 

A  broker  near  OH-ffreet  hav¬ 
ing  purchased  a  room  of  goods  be¬ 
longing  to  a  poor  old  woman  in 
that  neighbourhood,  upon  opening 
the  draws  of  an  old  bureau,  dis¬ 
covered  a  private  one  within  ano¬ 
ther,  in  which  he  found  a  lottery- 
ticket  for  the  year  *765,  which, 
upon  examination,  proves  to  have 
been  drawn  a  prize  of  500 1. 

A  caufe  came  on  to  be 
13th.  heard  before  lord  chief juf- 
ticeWilmot,  in  the  court  of 
Common  Fleas,  Weftminfter,  and  a 
fpecial  jury,  wherein  Mr.  Slater,  of 
Southwark,  was  plaintiff,  and  an 
eminent  furgeon,  and  an  eminent 
apothecary,  were  defendants.  The 
a&ton  was,  that  about  a  year  fince 
Mr.  Slater  unfortunately  broke  his 
leg,  and  it  was  fet,  and  thought  to 
be  out  of  danger,  by  a  furgeon, 
not  one  of  the  defendants ;  but  the 
above  furgeon  being  fent  for  to 
loofen  the  bandage,  his  leg  was 
again  broke,  and  a  cure  not  per¬ 
formed.  After  a  hearing  of  feven 
hours,  a  verdict  was  given  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  the  plaintiff  of  250I.  da¬ 
mages  from  each  cf  the  defend¬ 
ants. 

Came  on  at  Guildhall  the  trial 
of  a  tradefman’s  wife  in  the  Little 
Old-Bailey,  for  cruelly  beating  a 
girl,  about  11  years  of  age,  whom 
her  hufiband  had  taken  apprentice 
out  of  the  Foundling- hofpital.  It 
appeared  on  the  trial,  that  fhe  had 
tied  the  girl  to  a  nail,  and  beat  her 
with  a  rope’s  end,  that  from  being 
a  fine  healthy  child,  the  was,  by 
ill  ufage,  aimed  reduced  to  a  fke- 
leton.  The  trial  raffed  till  fix 
o'clock,  when  the  jury,  in  about 
half  an  hour,  brought  in  their  ver- 
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did!  guilty.  She  is  to  receive  fen- 
tence  the  fuff  adjournment-day  af¬ 
ter  the  feffions  at  the  Old- Bailey. 

On  Friday  laff  their  royal  and 
ferene  highneffes  the  prince  and 
princefs  and  young  prince  of  BrunD 
wick  arrived  at  Brufiels  in  perfedt 
health.  They  were  received  with 
all  the  honours  that  pofiibly  co!>1d 
be  fhewn  to  fuch  illuftrious  per  fo¬ 
liages.  There  was  a  company  of 
grenadiers  with  the  colours  to  re¬ 
ceive  them  where  they  lodged,  and 
the  equipages  of  the  court  ready  to 
attend  them.  In  the  evening,  they 
went  to  the  comedy. 

In  an  hour  after  their  arrival 
all  the  nobility  in  town  went  to 
pay  their  court  to  them  ;  and  an 
exprefs  having  been  fent  to  his 
royal  highnefs  prince  Charles,  in¬ 
forming  him  of  their  arrival,  he 
immediately  came  to  town,  and 
went  diredtly  to  the  playhoufe  to 
meet  them,  and  expreifed  the 
greateff  joy  andpleafure  in  having 
the  honour  of  feeing  them  atBruf- 
fels. 

This  morning,  about 
three  o’  clock,  a  terrible  14th. 
fire  broke  out  at  a  houfe  in 
Nwv-ftreet,  near  Shadvvell  church, 
which  burnt  with  great  fury  for 
fome  time,  and  deffroyed  about  14 
houfes,  together  with  a  large  coo¬ 
perage,  before  it  was  extinguifhed. 
A  per fon  is  taken  up  on  fufpicion 
of  having  fet  fire  to  the  houfe 
where  it  began  ;  and  another  per- 
fon,  with  a  large  fack  filled  with 
linen,  &c.  was  taken  in  Fleet- mar¬ 
ket,  and  carried  to  the  Compter,  on 
fufpicion  of  having  ffolen  them  at 
the  above  fire. 

The  great  caufe  between  his 
grace  the  duke  of  Hamilton  and 
Archibald  Douglas,  Efq;  was  de¬ 
cided 
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cided  in  the  court  of  feffions  at 
Edinburgh,  in  favour  of  duke  Ha¬ 
milton. 

As  the  wife  of  John  Bennet,  of 
Handfvvorth,  near  Birmingham  was 
ringing  a  pan,  to  fettle  a  fvvarm  of 
bees,  they  fixed  upon  her  head, 
neck,  and  break,  and  continued 
till  the  evening,  when  fhe  fhook 
them  off  into  a  hive  ;  and  received 
no  other  hurt  than  a  few  kings  on 
her  arms  and  break. 

Lord  Clive  arrived  in  town 
-15  th  from  Portfmouth,  where 
he  landed  the  day  before, 
from  on  board  the  Britannia  India- 
man,  from  Bengal,  in  perfect 
health ;  general  Calliot  and  go¬ 
vernor  Palk  arrived  in  town  at  the 
fame  time. — The  cargo  of  the 
Britannia  confiks  of  piece  goods, 
raw  filk,  red  wood  and  falt- 
petre. 

A  mok  melancholy  accident 
happened  at  a  gentleman’s  feat 
near  Greenhithe  in  Kent,  where 
the  game-keeper  having  put  a 
quantity  of  gunpowder  into  the 
warm  oven  to  dry,  very  thought- 
lefsly  left  it  there,  and  went  into 
the  field  to  work,  juk  before 
dinner  the  under-cook  maid,  as  her 
cukom  was,  went  to  light  the  oven, 
when  the  powder  inkantly  took 
fire,  and  the  blah  came  full  in  the 
unhappy  girl’s  face,  fet  her  all  in 
a  blaze,  and  fhe  expired  in  five 
minutes  a  dreadful  fpeCtacle  to  look 
at  Her  terrible  fhrieks  alarmed 
the  family,  and  one  of  the  men  fer- 
vants  throwing  his  coat  over  her  to 
extinguifh  the  flames,  brought  off 
the  fkin  of  her  face  and  neck  when 
it  was  removed,  and  increafed  the 
horror  of  her  appearance.  A  like 
accident  happened  a  few  days  be¬ 
fore  at  a  gentleman’s  feat  near  Bou¬ 
logne  in  France,  where  thegardener 
playing  with  a  gun,  and  firing  it 


off  in  fport,  fet  fire  to  a  box  of 
gunpowder,  and  blew  up  the  houfe 
with  feven  perfons  in  it;  himfelf 
and  a  maid  fervant  were  killed  on 
the  fpot,  but  five  others,  though, 
wounded,  wonderfully  efcaped  with 
life. 

His  grace  the  archbifhop  of  Can¬ 
terbury,  in  obedience  to  his  majef- 
ty’s  command,  has  fent  circular 
letters  to  all  the  bifhops  ,his  fuf- 
fragans,  defiring  them  to  procure 
from  their  refpedlive  clergy  com¬ 
plete  lifts  of  all  papiks,  or  reputed 
papiks,  in  their  refpeCtive  diocefes, 
dikinguifhing  their  fexes,  ages,  and 
occupations,  and  how  long  they* 
have  been  refident  there.  His  grace 
has  alfo  fent  letters  to  all  the  clergy- 
in  his  diocefe,  requiring  them  to 
make  out  liks  in  the  fame  manner 
for  their  refpeftive  parifhes  ;  which 
lilts  are  to  be  laid  before  the  houfe 
of  peers  the  firk  day  of  next  fef- 
fion  of  parliament.  The  fame  or¬ 
ders  have  been  iffued  by  the  arch¬ 
bifhop  of  York  to  the  bifhops  and 
clergy  of  his  diocefe. 

The  feffions  ended  at  the 
Old- Bailey,  when  three  pri-  17th. 
foners  were  capitally  convic¬ 
ted,  one  to  be  tranfported  for  14 
years,  30  for  feven  years,  and  four 
branded. 

Twenty- four  former  capita]  con¬ 
victs  received  his  majeky’s  mok 
gracious  pardon,  on  the  following 
condition  :  ten  to  be  tranfported 
during  their  natural  lives,  feven  for 
fourteen  years,  and  feven  for  feven 
years. 

A  caufe  was  tried  in  the  court  of 
King’s  Bench,  between  Edward 
Lunfdon,  an  elected  freeman  of 
Morpeth  in  North  umber! and,  plain¬ 
tiff,  and  Chriilopher  Fawcet,  kew- 
ard  of  the  court-leet  of  the  lord  of 
the  manor,  defendant,  on  a  man¬ 
damus  for  refufing  to  admit  the 

plain- 
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plaintiff  to  his  freedom,  which  was 
determined  in  favour  of  the  plain¬ 
tiff  ;  by  which  decinon  the  people 
of  Morpeth  are  reftored  to  their 
ancient  right  of  electing  their  own 
members.  Thirty-two  other  caufes 
depended  upon  this  verdifl. 

The  princefs  Poniatowfki, 
19th.  filler  to  the  king  of  Poland, 
arrived  at  St.  James’s. 

A  mod  terrible  thunder-fto’rm 
happened  at  Leeds  in  Yorkfhire, 
as  ever '  was  remembered  by  any 
man  living.  It  (truck  one  of  the 
chimnies  of  the  workhoufe,  Ihi- 
vered  the  dates  from  the  ridge  to 
the  eaves ;  it  entered  the  garret,  and 
(truck  a  poor  woman  dead.  It  al- 
fo  (truck  the  two  op  polite  (ides  of 
the  room,  and  made  a  way  through 
the  wall  on  the  north  fide,  and 
through  a  window  on  the  fouth, 
by  two  large  apertures.  It  like- 
wife  (truck  an  old  man  who  fat  in  a 
window  below  whetting  his  knife, 
fet  fire  to  his  clothes,  and  burnt 
him  fo  terribly  that  it  is  thought 
he  cannot  recover.  Three  other 
perfons  in  a  houfe'at  fome  diftance 
were  mi.ferably  fcorched  ;  and  at 
Scot-hill-mill  it  fell  upon  a  chim¬ 
ney,  entered  fome  lodging-rooms, 
and  made  its  way  out  at  the  win¬ 
dows,  carrying  the  glafs  and  frame 
along  with  it. 

We  hear  that  lord  Clive 
20th.  has  brought  over,  and  pre¬ 
fen  ted  to  his  majefty,  a  fine 
(word  fet  with  diamonds,  and  a  fine 
pearl  necklace  for  her  majefty,  both 
of  very  cqnfiderable  value.  He  has 
likewife  brought  a  fine  diamond  as 
a  prefen t  from  the  Nabob  to  his 
majefty,  of  immenfe  value,  and 
many  curioftties  of  that  country. 

By  a  letter,  dated  the  firft  of  De¬ 
cember  laft,  from  a  gentleman  who 
was  on  board  the  Falmouth  Eaft- 
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Indiaman,  when  (lie  was  ftruck  with 
lightning,  we  are  informed,  that 
They  w'ere  afterwards  wrecked  in 
the  mouth  of  the  Ganges  ;  and  of 
360  men,  whom  they  carried  from 
England,  there  are  only  about  160 
now  alive  at  Calcutta  ;  the  reft 
being  either  killed  by  the  lighten¬ 
ing,  burnt  in  the  (hip,  drowned, 
devoured  by  tygers  when  they  got 
on  fhore,  or  dead  of  fatigue. 

An  inquifition  was  taken  at 
Guy’s  hofpital,  on  the  body  21ft* 
of  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  Ed¬ 
ward  Hafcar,  otherwife  called  Sa* 
rah  Bartlett,  (for  by  that  name  (he 
was  brought  to  the  hofpital)  when 
it  appeared,  by  the  evidence  of 
Elizabeth  Aldridge,  fervant  to 
Patrick  Dawfon,  of  Bermonafey- 
ftreet,  furgeon  and  apothecary, 
(the  only  witnefs  as  to  the  fa<fr,) 
that  the  deceafed  was  formerly 
houfekeeper  to  her  mafter,  and 
that  (he  ufed  frequently  to  come 
to  his  houfe  and  cohabit  with  him  ; 
that  laft  Thurfday  evening,  on  his 
coming  home,  he  afked  the  wit¬ 
nefs  whether  the  deceafed  had 
been  there,  who  informed  him  (he 
had  not :  he  then  expreffed  a  great 
defire  to  fee  her,  and  directed  the 
witnefs  to  rife  early  next  morning 
and  fetch  her,  which  (he  did,  and 
on  coming  in,  her  mafter  being- 
in  bed,  the  witnefs  informed  him 
the  deceafed  was  come  ;  whereon 
he  defired  them  to  come  up  ftairs 
to  him,  and  a  boy  was  Tent  for 
fome  brandy,  which  being  drank, 
he  ordered  the  witnefs  to  make 
fome  chocolate  for  their  breakfaft; 
and  on  the  witnefs’s  quitting  the 
room  for  that  purpofe,  the  de¬ 
ceafed  immediately  followed  her 
into  the  kitchen  ;  that  foon  after 
her  mafter  came  down,  and  he  and 
the  deceafed  breakfafted  together 
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in  the  kitchen  ;  that  after  break- 
fall:,  Dawfon  fainted  the  deceafed, 
faying.  My  dear,  I  love  you ;  I 
have  fomething  in  particular  to 
tell  you  :  to  which  the  deceafed 
anfvvered,  the  maid  would  go  out 
of  the  kitchen  ;  he  replied,  that 
would  not  do.  The  deceafed  then 
propofed  to  go  into  the  little  par¬ 
lour,  and  feveral  other  places,  but 
none  would  do  befides  his  bed¬ 
chamber,  to  which,  at  length, 
fhe  confented  to  go  ;  and  on  their 
going  up  flairs,  flie  faid,  it  is  not 
the  firk  time  I  have  trufled  myfelf 
with  you  alone,  by  many,  and  ex- 
preffed  a  great  defire  of  knowing 
the  fecret  he  was  to  communicate 
to  her:  That  on  her  entering  the 
bed-chamber,  the  door  was  imme¬ 
diately  faltened,  and  they  con¬ 
tinued  very  quiet  about  a  quarter 
of  an  hour,  when  on  a  fudden  the 
deceafed  cried  out  feveral  times, 
murder  !  murder  !  Betty  !  Betty  ! 
That  the  witnefs  ran  diredtly  up 
flairs,  and  found  the  bed-chamber 
door  locked,  and  heard  Dawfon 
fay,  Betty,  you  are  too  late  ;  that 
(he  burfl  open  the  door,  and  faw 
the  deceafed  lying  on  the  Boor  in  a 
gore  of  blood,  her  maker  (land¬ 
ing  near  her  with  a  bioody  knife 
in  his  right  hand  ;  and  on  the  wit¬ 
nefs  cryingout,  You  wicked,  blood- 
thirfly  man,  what  have  you  done  ! 
He  moved  the  knife,  aiming  at 
her,  as  if  he  intended  direflly  to 
flab  her,  and  d — d  her,  faying,  he 
would  flab  her  too.  That  on  the 
witnefs  afking  the  deceafed,  what 
occafioned  her  maker  to  ufe  her 
fo  ?  (he  informed  her,  that  becaufe 
fhe  had  refufed  to  permit  him  to 
be  criminally  concerned  with  her, 
he  on  a  fudden  opened  his  bureau, 
and  from  thence  took  a  knife, 
with  which  he  kabbed  her.  The 
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furgeons,  on  examining  the  de~ 
ceafed’s  body,  difcovered  three 
wounds  in  her  belly,  which  they 
made  no  doubt  were  mortal,  and 
confirmed  the  above  witnefs  in  the 
deceafed’s  declaration  as  to  the  oc- 
caiion.  The  deceafed  was  fen t  to 
Guy’s  hofpital,  and  there  died 
the  next  morning  ;  where  (he  alfo 
declared  the  reafon  of  ill  treat¬ 
ment,  and  acknowledged  fhe  was 
above  five  months  gone  with  child, 
but  was  uncertain  who  was  the  fa¬ 
ther  of  it.  The  jury  brought  in 
their  verdift,  wilful  murder.  The 
above  Patrick  Dawfon  is  not  yet 
taken. 

A  terrible  korm  of  thunder, 
lightening,  hail,  and  rain,  hap¬ 
pened  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Va¬ 
lenciennes,  in  France,  which  did 
confiderable  damage  to  houfes, 
trees,  corn,  and  cattle.  It  began 
a  few  miles  to  the  fouth-weft  of 
that  city,  and  proceeded  in  a 
north-eak  dire&ipn  as  far  as  the 
province  of  Holland,  caufing  great 
defolation  in  its  progrefs,  not  un¬ 
like  the  korm  of  1763,  which  laid 
wake  a  part  of  Kent. 

His  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke 
of  York,  who  lately  fet  out  on  his 
travels  through  France  and  Ger¬ 
many,  had  an  interview  with  the 
king  and  queen  of  France,  at 
Compeigne,  to  whom  he  was  in¬ 
troduced  by  the  title  of  Earl  of 
Ulker. 

A  ball  of  fire  fell  at  Norring-- 
ton  tarm  near  Overton,  in  Hamp- 
fhire,  and  fet  fire  to  a  barn,  in 
which  were  large  quantities  of 
corn,  which,  together  with  two 
kacks  of  hpy,  were  confumed. 
(Mingling  pearl-aih  with  the  water 
in  engines  for  extinguifhing  fire, 
has  been  difcovered  to  be  very  ef- 
fedual  for  that  purpofe.) 


A  col- 
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A  collier,  burthen  150  tons, 
was  burnt  at  Blockhouie  Point, 
near  Portfmouth,  on  account  of 
brandy  and  tea  being  found  bu¬ 
ried  under  her  cargo  of  coals.  At 
the  fame  time  and  place  a  fmug- 
gling  floop  was  burnt :  and  flribl 
orders  are  given  to  the  officers  of 
the  cufloms  to  fupprefs  the  infa¬ 
mous  pra&ice  of  Smuggling. 

The  public  has  hitherto  in  vain 
expelled  a  manifeho  from  the  king 
of  Spain  again!!  the  jefuits  of  his 
kingdom.  It  is  now  faid  that 
this  ftate-paper  (if  there  fhould 
be  one)  will  be  only  delivered  to 
the  fovereigns  of  Europe. 

Mr.  Portree,  one  of  the  com- 
miilioners  of  the  victualling- office 
died,  lately.  What  is  remarkable, 
a  commiffioner  of  the  fame  board 
having  dreamed  that  one  of  their 
number  had  fallen  down  dead,  and 
telling  his  dream  the  next  morn¬ 
ing,  the  words  were  fcarce  ut¬ 
tered,  when  Mr.  Portree  fuddenly 
expired. 

i  HerRoyal  Highnefs  prin- 
-f  *  cefs  Amelia  made  a  vifit  to 
the  R.  H.  Lord  Edgecombe,  at 
Mount  Edgecombe,  and  palled 
through  Plymouth  in  her  progrefs, 
where  all  imaginable  honours  were 
paid  her  ;  and  hie  was  highly  plea- 
fedwith  her  reception. 

The  dragoman  of  the  Britifh 
conful  at  Aleppo,  by  birth  a  fub- 
jeCt  of  the  Sultan,  having  incurred 
the  difpieafnre  of  his  fuperiors,  he 
was  lately  imprifoned,  and  his 
commiffion  demanded  from  the 
conful,  on  pain  of  cutting  off  his 
head  ;  on  which,  the  conful  found 
it  neceffary  to  comply  ;  but  at  the 
fame  time  preferred  a  complaint 
to  his  majefly’s  ambaffador  at 
Conftantinople,  who  having  pre¬ 
fen  ted  a  memorial  to  the  Porte  on 


thatoccafon,  was  anfvvered  haugh¬ 
tily,  that  fuch  were  the  orders  of 
the  fovereign. 

A  clerk  of  the  Bank,  confined  in 
the  Poultry  Compter,  for  filing 
guineas,  being  recovered  of  a 
wound  he  pave  himfelf  when  firf! 
apprehended,  was,  after  examina¬ 
tion,  committed  to  Newgate.  He 
made  no  defence  ;  but  a  friend  faid 
for  him,  that  the  dull  produced 
was  not  gold. 

A  few  days  ago,  as  the  arch¬ 
bifhop  of  Paris  was  at  Conflans, 
and  the  workmen  were  repairing 
his  palace,  fome  unknown  perfons 
entered  the  palace,  forced  open 
two  doors  and  feveral  locks,  and 
took  out  of  his  cabinet  feveral  pa¬ 
pers,  and  a  pocket-book,  belong¬ 
ing  to  that  prelate,  which  deprives 
him  of  the  means  of  making  his 
defence  if  he  was  attacked  ;  which 
makes  it  believed  that  the  perfons 
concerned  in  this  proceeding,  had 
other  motives  than  to  plunder. 
The  archbifhop  has  taken  the  pro¬ 
per  Reps,  in  order  to  obtain  re- 
drefs  by  law,  and  laf!  Wednefday 
he  informed  the  king  of  the  affair. 

Cardinal  de  Bernis,  archbifhop 
of  Alby,  has  lately  given  a  great 
proof  of  iffs  *  humanity,  by  dif- 
charging  all  his  fervants  except 
three,  on  account  of  the  high 
price  of  provifions,  which  renders 
him  unable  to  relieve  the  diflreffes 
of  the  poor  in  the  manner  he  ufed 
to  do.  He  daily  feeds  two  hun¬ 
dred  poor  people  who  come  to  his 
palace  for  that  purpofe,  exclusive 
of  the  iick,  and  other  unhappy 
objects,  whom  he  relieves  in  his 
metropolis,  and  other  towns  be¬ 
longing  to  his  diocefe. 

About  eight  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  three  large  boats  (in  2 
which  were  above  100  perfons 

armed 
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armed  with  guns  and  cutlaiTes)  fame 
into  the  harbour  of  Kinmare,  in  the 
county  of  Kerry,  in  [reland,  and 
furrounded  the  Hoop  Henry,  laden 
with  tea,  from  France,  then  under 
feizure  of  the  revenue  officers  ; 
and,  after  feveral  fhots  beinc  ex- 

o 

changed,  the  fmugglers overpower¬ 
ed  the  officers,  and  forcibly  carried 
off  the  whole  cargo.  Another  de¬ 
sperate  engagement  has  Since  hap¬ 
pened  between  the  officers  in -  two 
cuftom-houfe  barges,  and  a  party 
of  Smugglers,  on  the  north  coafl, 
in  which  feveral  were  killed  on 
both  Sides  ;  but  the  Smugglers  at 
lafi  got  the  advantage,  and  carried 
their  goods  clear  off. 
o  ,  They  write  from  Vien¬ 
na,  that  WedneSday  laft, 
being  the  day  appointed  for  the 
public  thankSgiving,  the  em- 
preSs  appeared  in  public  for  the 
firft  time  Since  the  late  emperor’s 
death. 

Laft  Saturday,  in  the  evening, 
the  marriage  of  the  princefs  Louifa 
He  nrietta  Wilhelmina  of  Branden- 
bourg,  with  the  reigning  prince 
of  Anhalt  DefSau,  was  Solemnized 
in  the  royal  chapel  at  Charlotten- 
bourg,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Sack,  firlb 
chaplain  to  the  king  of  Pruffia. 

Yefterday,  in  the  evening,  the 
ceremony  of  betrothing  and  ex¬ 
changing  of  rings,  between  her 
royal  highnefs  the  princefs  Wil- 
heimina  of  Pruffia,  and  his  ferene 
highnefs  the  prince  of  Orange, 
was  performed  at  Charlottenbourg, 
in  the  prefence  of  his  Pruffian  ma- 
jefty,  and  the  reft  of  the  royal  fami¬ 
ly,  &c. 

A  young  woman  at  Lyons,  very 
handfome,  but  little  advantaged 
in  point  of  fortune,  was  the  ob¬ 
ject  of  criminal  defire  to  three 
young  fellows.  Each  endeavoured 
Vol,  X, 


feparately  to  fecluce  her,  but  with¬ 
out  fuccefs.  The  better  to  fuc- 
ceed,  they  joined,  and  had  re- 
courfe  to  the  ftratagenis  of  a  pro- 
curefs,  who  having  contrived  to 
bring  the  girl  to  her  houfe,  the 
three  gallants  there  forced  her, 
and,  dreading  afterwards  the  pu- 
niffiment  of  their  crime,  cut  her 
body  to  pieces,  and  threw  it  into 
the  Rhone.  For  fome  days  the 
unhappy  parents  fought  their 
daughter  in  vain  ;  but  the  river 
having  thrown  ud  feveral  parts  of 
the  mangled  carcafe,  it  was  then 
concluded  fhe  was  murtherecL  In¬ 
formation  having  been  taken,  it 
was  found  fhe  had  been  at  the  pro- 
curefs’s  ;  whereupon  the  latter  was 
taken  up  and  interrogated,  when 
ffie  confeffed  her  crime  and  her  ac¬ 
complices. 

The  Princefs  Poniatowfki, 
filler  to  the  king  of  Poland, 
and  the  prince  de  Ligne,  who  ac¬ 
companied  her,  vifited  Oxford, 
and  expreffied  great  fatisfaclion. 

Letters  from  Jamaica  inform, 
that  the  Spanilh  government  have 
adtually  expended  three  millions 
of  dollars  in  augmenting  the  forti¬ 
fications  at  the  Havannah,  which 
were  extended  in  -  land  feveral 
miles. 

Letters  from  Baftia  fay,  that  on 
the  8th  inft.  three  Spanifh  xebecks 
and  fourteen  tranfports,  having  on 
board  970  expulfed  Jefuits,  got 
under  fail,  and  that  orders  were 
fent  to  the  other  tranfports  lying 
in  the  gulph  of  St.  Fiorenzo  to 
proceed  to  Calvi,  Algaiola,  and 
Ajaccio,  and  to  land  the  Jefuits  at 
thofe  places;  the  whole  number 
of  whom,  arrived  in  Corfica,  is 
2300  :  and  that  orders  were  fent, 
at  the  fame  time,  to  the  command¬ 
ing  officers  of  the  French  troops 
m  in 
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in  thofe  places,  that,  as  foon  as 
the  jefuits  were  landed,  they  fihould 
embark  with  the  troops  on  board 
the  tranfpons  that  carried  the  Je¬ 
fuits,  and  proceed  to  France. 

They  write  from  Bois  le  due, 
that  the  advices  received’of  the  da¬ 
mages  done  by  the  late  dreadful 
florin,  of  the  20th,  which  fell  upon 
the  town,  and  its  environs,  are  mod 
deplorable  Nineteen  villages  have 
fuffered  by  the  hail*  which  has  da¬ 
maged  the  houfes,  and  broke  the 
windows  to  pieces.  They  count  at 
Kofmalen  no  lefs  than  509  oak  trees 
torn  by  the  roots  by  the  impetuo- 
fity  of  the  wind  ;  and  between  70 
and  80  houfes  and  barns  carried 
away  or  partly  deftroyed,  as  alfo 
the  reformed  and  catholic  churches, 
Letters  from  the  lor  dihip  of  Eropel 
and  Meerwyk  bring  advice,  that 
the  Proteftant  church  and  fchool 
there  are  dripped  of  their  roofs, 
and  the  Roman  Catholic  churches 
and  eighteen  houfes  converted  into 
heaps  of  ruins  ;  that  the  village  of 
Hartwick  had  undergone  the  lame 
fate,  and  that  all  the  damages  put 
together  amounted  to  an  immenfe 
fum. 

They  write  from  Mobil  le,  in 
Weft  Florida,  that  Me  firs.  Fergu- 
fon  and  Atkins,  two  Indian  trad¬ 
ers,  had  lately  returned  from  a 
town 'eleven  hundred  miles  up  the 
great  river  Miilifiippi,  where  they 
had  each  married  the  daughters  of 
an  Indian  Chief,  and  thereby  efta- 
blifhed  a  mart  of  trade  for  bea¬ 
vers,  fur,  deer-fkins,  &e.  from 
whence  great  advantages  were  ex¬ 
pected. 

By  a  private  letter  received  by 
the  Speaker  Indiaman,  from  Bom¬ 
bay,  we  learn,  that  the  Arabs  on 
the  fea-coaft  up  the  gnlph  have 
lately  cut  ©if  one  of  our  country 
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veffels,  captain’s  name  Brewer  % 
and  that  they  are  fitting  out,  at 
Bombay,  two  of  the  company’s 
frigates  and  the  Salamander  bomb, 
to  go  in  quell  of  the  robbers. 
The  fame  advices  add,  that  they 
are  getting  ready  troops  there  to 
go  out  upon  an  expedition  to 
Mocha. 

They  write  from  Malta,  that 
the  captain  of  a  ftiip  lately  arrived 
there  has  informed  them,  that  a 
fmall  Corfcan  armed  veftel,  hav¬ 
ing  perceived,  not  far  from  that 
city,  that  a  Turkiili  galley,  re¬ 
turning  from  the  coaft  of  Africa 
with  a  confiderable  quantity  of 
treafure  for  the  Grand  Seignor, 
was  in  chace  of  her,  and  that  ihe 
could  not  avoid  falling  into  the 
hands  of  the  infidels,  the  crew  im¬ 
mediately  refolved  rather  to  perifti 
than  be  reduced  to  ftavery  ;  and, 
animated  with  an  heroic  courage, 
they  boarded  the  galley)  and  made 
great  daughter  there,  till  at  length, 
being  almoft  overcome  by  fuperior 
force,  they  were  fuccoured  by  a 
Maltefe  galley,  under  the  command 
of  the  chevalier  Rofielmini  of  Pifa, 
who  immediately  with  his  crew- 
leaped  on  board  the  Turkifh  gal¬ 
ley,  and  completed  the  vi&ory 
which  the  Corficans  had  begun. 
It  is  added,  that  the  latter  had  for 
their  (hare  of  the  booty  feveral  can¬ 
non,  fire-arms,  and  ammunition, 
together  with  16,000  crowns  in 
ready  money,' 

A  few  days  fince  died  at  Ware  in 
Hertfordlhjre,  faid  to  be  upwards 
of  105  years  of  age,  a  poor  man, 
without  any  known  furname,  but 
muft  be  well  remembered  about 
London,  which  he  ufed  to  tra- 
verfe,  with  a  remarkable  long 
beard,  felling  matches  and  bal¬ 
lads,  and  playing  feme  tricks  of 

dexterity 
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dexterity  or  Height  of  hand,  and 
ufed  in  his  patrol  commonly  to  be 
faying,  Poor  Joe)  all  alone ,  by  which 
term  he  was  well  known.  He  is 
reported  not  to  have  lain  upon  a 
bed  for  more  than  fifty  years  paft:, 
notwithftanding  which  he  died 
worth  upwards  of  3000 1.  which 
he  has  by  will  left  for  the  benefit 
cf  widows  and  orphan  children, 
under  the  direction  of  certain  per- 
fons  named  in  his  will  for  that 
purpofe.  This  remarkable  old 
fellow  had  a&ed  the  part  of  a  fpy 
in  the  rebel  army  in  Scotland,  in 
the  year  1745,  w'here  he  fold  gin¬ 
gerbread,  whifkey,  & c,  and  was 
well  known  to  many  of  our  mili¬ 
tary  people. 

John  Ubers,  Printer,  at  Amfler- 
dam,  aged  106  years. 

Mr.  Gerard  Lamb,  at  Madrafs, 
aged  103  years. 

Mrs.  Waters,  on  Saffron-Hill, 
aged  102  years. 

A  woman  near  Cockermouth, 
aged  102  years. 


AUGUST. 

^  A  dividend  warrant,  dated 
in  1698/  for  700 1,  being  a 
year’s  intereft  on  io,oool.  bank 
Bock,  was  prefented  at  the  bank 
for  payment ;  but,  being  of  fo  early 
a  date,  the  books  were  to  be  exa¬ 
mined  before  the  claim  could  be 
confirmed. 

The  count  de  Malzahan,  envoy 
extraordinary  from  the  king  of 
Pruffia,  and  Count  de  Welderen, 
from  the  States  General,  having 
notified  to  his  majeficy  the  ap¬ 
proaching  marriage  of  the  prince 
Stadtholder  with  the  princefs, 
niece  to  the  king  of  Pruffia,  his 
majefty  fent  compliments  of  con¬ 


gratulation  on  this  alliance  to  the 
king  of  Pruffia,  the  States  Gene¬ 
ral,  and  to  the  prince  and  princefs, 
who  are  to  be  efponfed. 

At  Salifbury  affizes  a  very 
intereHing  caufe  was  tried, 
in  which  two  cheefe  fadlors  were 
plaintiffs,  againii  the  hundred  of 
Chippenham,  for  a  load  of  cheefe, 
value  60  1.  which  was  forcibly  ta¬ 
ken  away  upon  the  king’s  high¬ 
way,  by  a  company  of  rioters* 
After  a  long  trial,  the  jury  found 
for  the  plaintiffs. 

James  Brownrigg,  a  painter  in 
Flower  de  Luce  court,  was  com¬ 
mitted  to  Wcod-ftreet  compter  for 
cruel  ufage  to  two  girls,  his  ap¬ 
prentices.  His  wife,  who  made 
her  efcape,  is  faid  to  be  the  chief 
inflrument;  but  he,  it  feems,  was 
acceffory.  The  barbarity  of  this 
man  and  his  wife  to  thefe  poor  or¬ 
phans  is  fhocking  to  human  na¬ 
ture. 

About  three  in  the  morning, 
the  inhabitants  of  Leeds  in  York- 
ihire  were  greatly  alarmed  with  & 
fudden  and  uncommon  fwell  in  the 
river,  which  rofe  upwards  of  two 
yards  perpendicular  height  in  the 
fpace  of  an  hour,  by  which  feveral 
fields  of  hay  were  fwept  away. 
Much  more  damage  was  done  by 
the  fudden  riling  of  the  river 
Wharf,  which  was  higher  than 
has  been  known  for  near  20  years 
paft.  At  BeamHey  two  houfes, 
and  Lindley  and  Dob-park  bridges 
were  carried  away.  Great  damage 
is  done  to  all  the  corn-lands  ad¬ 
joining  to  that  river  ;  and  great 
numbers  of  oxen,  horfes,  and 
fheep,  along  its  banks,  were  car¬ 
ried  down  by  the  current.  At 
Morton-banks  many  farmers  are 
almoft  totally  ruined.  At  Wood- 
fome,  a  mill,  and  part  of  a  houfe, 
and  near  forty  cottages  were  de- 
[//]  z  itroyed 
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Uroyed,  and  feveral  other  houfes 
are  muchdamaged.  TheriverNidd 
overflowed  its  banks,  and  ..has 
done  an  incredible  deal  of  mis¬ 
chief.-— It  is  remarkable  that  on 
the  fame  day,  but  at  a  different 
hour,  the  river  Slitterick,  which 
runs  through  Havick  in  Scotland, 
rofe  to  an  uncommon  height, 
without  any  extraordinary  rain 
falling  that  day,  or  for  fonie  days 
before;  and  the  river  Teviot  was 
then  fordable.  It  began  to  rife 
about  four  o’clock  in  the  after¬ 
noon,  and  continued  increaflng  till 
after  fix,  when  the  water  was  zz 
feet  higher  than  ufuaL  The  con- 
flernation  of  the  town’s  people  is 
fcarce  to  be.  conceived  ;  for  the 
water  rufhed  into  the  flreets  with 
inexpreflible  violence,  threatening 
univerfal  defolation  Fifteen  dvvel- 
ling-houfes,  with  the  corn-mill  at 
the  end  of  the  town,  were  pre- 
fently  fwept  away,  and  the  very- 
rock,  on  which  they  were  founded, 
vvafhed  fo  clean,  that  not  a  bit  of 
rubbifh,  or  veflige  of  a  building, 
is  left.  As  no  human  affiflance 
could  avail,  the  miniller  of  the 
place  called  the  inhabitants  to 
church,  to  fupplicate  Heaven  to 
avert  the  judgment  that  Teemed  to 
threaten  them.  At  the  height  of 
the  flood,  a  fervant  maid,  belong¬ 
ing  to  a  merchant  of  the  town,  re¬ 
collected  that  her  mailer  had  in 
the  houfe  (which  was  then  fur- 
rounded  with  water)  about  300  1. 
in  gold.  Her  mailer  being  from 
hume,  fhe  acquainted  the  neigh¬ 
bours,  and  begged  their  affiflance 
to  recover  it,  but  none  of  them 
would  venture  ;  upon  which  the 
girl  herfelf  boldly  waded  into  the 
houfe,  and  got  hold  of  the  bag, 
with  the  money  ;  but,  in  coming 
»ut,  fhe  was  carried  down  by 


the  flream.  Providence,  however,, 
interpofed  for  her  fafety.  She  was 
call  alhore  on  a  green  a  little  be¬ 
low  the  town  jult  alive,  and  the 
money  grafped  in  both  her  hands 
fo  fall,  that  with  fome  difficulty  it 
was  removed.  A  little  above  the 
town  three  houfes  were  quite  co¬ 
vered  with  water,  except  the  chim¬ 
ney-tops  ;  they  were  in  an  eddy, 
which  faved  them.  The  river  Rule 
likewiie  rofe  to  an  uncommon 
height. 

The  report  was  made  to  his  ma- 
jelly  of  the  three  malefactors  under 
fentence  of  death  in  Newgate  j 
when  they  were  all  refpited. 

Saturday  lall  about  five  hun¬ 
dred  ffiear-men,  from  the  clothing 
towns  of  Somerfetlhire  and  Wik- 
ffiire,  aflembled  together  upon 
Corfley-heath,  and  went  in  a  body 
to  Hornilham,  near  Warminfter, 
Wilts,  and  pulled  down  and  de- 
ftroyed  a  new  gig- mill,  jult  erect¬ 
ed  for  dreffing  broad-cioth,  be¬ 
longing  to  Mr.  Everet  of  that 
place ;  whereby  one  man  and  a 
boy  could  do  as  much  work  in  two 
hours,  as  thirty  men  could  do  in  a 
day. 

On  Saturday  a  journeyman  Aone- 
cutter  at  Knightfbridge  went  to  a 
public-houfe  in  that  place,  and 
lent  for  a  girl  he  had  for  fome  time 
kept  company  with,  and,  under 
pretence  of  treating  her  with  fix- 
pennyworth  of  rum  and  water,  he 
infufed  into  the  fame  a  quantity 
of  arfenick  ;  the  confequence  of 
which  was,  that  fhe  died  yefterday 
in  great  agonies.  The  man  has 
abfeonded. 

We  hear  from  Kilcorney,  in 
the  county  of  Clare,  that  on  Sun¬ 
day  lail  a  man  of  that  village, 
touched  by  jealoufy,  aiTaulted  his 
wife,  and  with  a  pair  of  tongs  beat 
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her  in  fo  cruel  a  manner,  that  her 
life  was  defpaired  of.  The  wretch 
then  feeing  his  wife  thus  weltering 
in  blood,  and,  in  his  thoughts,  pall 
all  hopes  of  recovery,  as  if  feized 
with  madnefs,  threw  off  his  cloaths, 
and  ran  naked  to  a  Hone  wall,  a- 
gainft  which  he  repeatedly  ftruck 
his  head  with  fo  much  violence  as 
to  fradlure  his  Ikull.  whereof  we 
hear  he  died  laft  Tuefday. 

The  deputy-overfeer,  or  gover¬ 
nor  of  a  country  parilh  workhoufe, 
was  carried  before  the  right  hon. 
the  lord  mayor,  charged  with  the 
following  offence,  viz.  That  he  had 
artfully  inveigled  a  girl,  about 
eighteen  years  of  age,  from  the 
parilh  workhoufe  to  London,  where 
he  had  endeavoured  to  fell  her  to 
fame  office-keepers,  in  order  to 
fend  her  abroad.  The  office-keeper 
fading  the  girl  had  a  particular  in¬ 
firmity  upon  her,  he  refufed  to  take 
her.  'The  overfeer  upon  this  en¬ 
deavoured  to  drop  the  poor  girl  in 
Cornhil]  ;  but  a  gentleman  hap¬ 
pening  to  overhear  what  was  faid, 
fecured  Mr.  overleer  and  the  girl, 
and  carried  them  before  his  iord- 
fhip.  The  charge  appearing  pretty 
plain,  the  overfeer  was  committed 
to  the  Compter,  and  the  girl  was 
taken  care- of  until  the  parilh  of¬ 
ficers  could  be  informed  of  the 
above  inhuman  particulars.  A 
poor  boy,  covered  with  vermin, 
aifo  appeared  again  ft  Mr  overfeer, 
to  fhew  his  lord fhi p  what  great 
care  was  taken  of  the  parilh  poor 
in  the  faid  workhoufe. 

» The  coroner’s  jury  finifh- 
ea  their  enquiry,  at  the 
Red  Cow,  in  Smithfield,  on  the 
body  of  Mary  Clifford,  late  ap¬ 
prentice  to  ]ames  Brdwnrigg, 
painter,  in  Fetter-lane  ;  when  it 
appeared  by  the  evidence  of  the 


furviving  apprentice,  that,  about 
a  year  and  a  half  ago,  the  deceaf- 
ed  was  put  apprentice,  and  was 
upon  trial  about  a  month,  during 
which  Ihe  eat  and  drank  as  the  fa¬ 
mily  did  ;  that  loon  after,  her  mif- 
trefs,  Elizabeth  Brownrigg  began 
to  beat  and  ill-treat  the  deceafed, 
fometimes  with  a  Walking-cane,  at 
other  times  with  a  horfe-vvhip,  or 
a  pofti lion’s  whip,  dripping  her 
quite  naked,  tying  her  hands  acrofs 
with  a  cord  fometimes  fixed  to  a 
water-pipe,  and  fometimes  to  a 
ftaple  in  a  beam  in  the  kitchen  un¬ 
der  ground,  ftriking  her  over  all 
parts  of  her  body  and  head,  under 
pretence  that  Ihe  had  not  worked 
hard  enough  ;  that  particularly  on 
the  31ft  of  July  laft,  her  miftrefs 
obliged  the  deceafed  to  If r i p  herfelf 
naked,  and  then  tied  her  up  to  the 
ftaple  in  the  beam,  and  beat  her 
with  a  whalebone  riding  whip  on 
fevera!  parts  of  her  body,  and  with 
the  butt  end,  divers  times  about 
the  head  the  blood  gufhing  from 
her  head  and  other  parts  of  her 
body  •  that  Ihe  repeated  fuch  ill- 
ufage  that  day  five  feveral  times 
afterwards  ;  and  the  deceafed  con¬ 
tinued  bleeding,  from  her  head  and 
flioulders,  from  that  time  till  the 
4th  i  nil  ant,  when  file  was  convey¬ 
ed  to  the  workhoufe,  no  dreffings 
having  been  applied  to  her  wounds. 
A  late  journey  man  of  Brownrigg’s 
depofed,  that  his  mailer  once  whip¬ 
ped  one  of  the  girls,  he  could  not 
tell  which  ;  when  the  whip  beino- 
broken,  he  mended  it  again.  The 
wife  of  a  tradefman  in  Flower- de- 
Luce  Court,  depofed,  that  flie  had 
often  heard  lamentable  cries  and 
groans  iffuing  from  the  lower  part 
of  Brownrigg's  houfe  ;  whereupon, 
on  Monday  the  third  inftant,  ffie  de¬ 
fire  d  her  journeyman  to  look  down 
[#J  3  Brown- 
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Brownrlgg’s  Iky -light  (part  of 
which  happened  that  day  to  be 
taken  off)  to  fee  if  he  could  dif- 
cover  from  whence  thofe  groans 
arofe  ;  when,  feeing  fomething  lie 
on  the  ground,  he  threw  down  a 
little  piece  of  the  wall  ;  and  the 
deceafed  lifted  up  her  head,  made 
Vl  fort  of  noife  in  her  throat,  but 
deemed  unable  to  fpeak.  On  this 
difcove  y,  information  was  given 
to  the  parifh  officer,  on  whole 
coming  to  the  houfe,  and  defiring 
to  fee  the  girl,  Brownrigg  faid 
that  Ihe  was  at  Standead  in  Hert- 
fordfhire,  and  had  been  there  a 
fortnight  ;  but  being  confronted 
by  the  man  who  had  feen  her  ly¬ 
ing  under  the  Iky  light,  and  threat¬ 
ened  by  the  officers,  he  at  length 
produced  the  unhappy  creature  in 
a  moll  (hocking  condition,  and 
fpeechlefs.  1  he  furgeons  gave  it 
as  their  opinion,  that  the  wounds 
Ihe  had  received  had  occalioned  her 
death.  The  jury  brought  in  their 
verdidl,  charging  Elizabeth  and 
James  Brownrigg,  as  both  guilty 
of  wilful  murder;  the  latter  for 
■having  aided  and  abetted  the  cruel¬ 
ties  of  his  wife.  The  youngeil 
fon,  who  was  confined  in  the  Poul¬ 
try  Compter,  was  ordered  to  be 
difeharged,  no  accufation  having 
been  laid  again!!:  him  at  the  above 
Inquell. 

..At  Mantes,  on  the  river  Seine 
In  France,  a  molt  dreadful  form  of 
thunder,  hail,  and  rain,  laid  thirty 
parilhes  under  water,  carried  away 
many  houfes,  deltroyed  the  pro¬ 
duce  of  the  earth  to  a  great  extent, 
and  did  irreparable  damage  to 
many  farmers  in  that  neighbour¬ 
hood. 

Anne  Sowerby  was  burnt  at 
York,  for  pollening  her  hufband. 
She  declared  jo  It  before  ihe  was 
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brought  out  of  the  cell,  that  a  man 
gave  her  forne  nax  vomica  in  order 
to  poifon  her  husband,  which  Ihe 
burnt ;  that  he  gave  his  own  wife 
home  of  the  poifon,  who  died  foon 
after  ;  that,  fome  days  after,  he 
brought  her  fome  arfenic,  and  af¬ 
fixed  her  in  mixing  it  with  curds, 
which  Hie  gave  her  hgsband  for 
breakfaft,  who  died  a  few  hours 
after  eating  them. 

The  duke  of  York  was  moll 
magnificently  entertained  at  Chan¬ 
tilly,  by  the  king  and  queen  of 
France,  to  which  entertainment  the 
prince  of  Conde,  by  the  king’s 
order,  invited  more  than  -300  of 
the  principal  nobility  of  that  king¬ 
dom. 

The  fociety  of  arts  in  the  Strand 
came  to  a  resolution  to  give  100  1. 
to  Mr.  Philips,  for  the  difeovery  of 
his  manner  of  dying  red  and  yel¬ 
low  leather. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  town  of 
Sherborne  in  Borfetlhire  came  to 
a  refolution  to  profecute,  to  the 
utmoft  rigour  of  the  law,  every 
Granger  prefuming  to  come  into 
that  town  to  be  inoculated.  Query, 
By  'to  hat  lan.v  P 

Early  this  morning  a  gang 
of  villains,  to  the  number  lCur!“ 
ot  twelve,  or  more,  attacked  two 
men  in  coming  over  Tower-hill, 
who  crying  out  vehemently,  feveral 
watchmen  came  to  their  abidance, 
one  of  whom  the  villains  cut  in  a 
moll  blocking  manner  his  cheek, 
in  particular,  was  cut  from  the 
mouth  to  the  ear,  and  his  fkull  on 
the  forehead  ffiid  bare  for  fix  or 
feven  inches.  Two  of  the  rogues, 
however,  were  fecured,  and  the 
wounded  man  carried  to  the  hof- 
pital. 

Elizabeth  Brownrigg,  who,  with 
John  Brownrigg  her  ion,  had  fled 

from 
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from  jo llicc,  being  charged  on  the 
coroner’s  inqueft  with  the  wilful 
murder  of  Mary  Clifford,  her  ap¬ 
prentice,  was  taken  at  a  chandler’s 
fhop  at  Wandfworth,  and  brought 
to  the  Poultry-compter.  In  or^er 
to  fecrete  them/elves  they  paffed  for 
man  and  wife,  lay  together  in  the 
fame  bed,  and  kept  themfelves  very 
retired.  The  matter  of  the  fhop, 
however,  reading  the  advertife- 
ment  defcribing  their  perfons,  and 
offering  a  reward  for  apprehending 
them,  thought  he  could  perceive 
fome  fimilitude  between  the  per¬ 
fons  defcribed  and  his  lodgers  ; 
and,  without  taking  any  notice  of 
his  intentions,  fet  out  for  London, 
and  acquainted  Mr,  Owep,  church  ¬ 
warden  of  St.  Dunftan’s,  with  his 
fufpicions,  who,  with  two  con- 
ftables,  immediately  fet  out  for 
Wandfworth,  where'  they  found 
the  mother  in  bed,  and  the  fon 
walking  about  the  room.  They 
were  fo  difguifed  that  the  confta- 
bles,  who  were  well  acquainted  with 
them  before,  could  hardly  know 
them.  Upon  entering  the  prifon 
the  mother  fell  into  fits,  which 
have  occafionally  attacked  her  ever 
iince. 

A  tradefman’s  fon,  in  St.  Mar¬ 
tin’s,  patting  through  Duke’s- 
court,  with  a  bank-note  in  his 
hand,  began  to  play  carelefsly  with 
two  goats  belonging  to  the  Mews, 
when  one  of  them  nibbled  the 
bank-note  out  of  the  lad’s  hand, 
and  fvvallowed  it. 


At  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
clergy,  and  fons  of  the  clergy,  at 
Briftol,  the  colle&ion,  at  church 
and  at  dinner,  amounted  to  201 1. 
3  s.  9  d. 


21  ft. 


John  Brownrigg,  eldeft 
fon  of  Brownrigg  the  pain¬ 


ter,  was  examined  before  the  lord- 
mayor,  relative  to  the  murder  of 
Mary  Clifford  ;  when  the  furvivihg 
apprentice  depofed,  that  about  fix 
months  ago  the  faid  John  beat  the 
deceafed  with  the  buckle  end  of  a 
thick  leather  belt,  till  the  blood 
ran  from  her  head,  neck,  and  fhoul- 
ders  (Several  wounds  fhe  had  be¬ 
fore  received  being  but  juft  fkinned 
over)  becaufe  fhe  did  not  turn  up 
a  bedflead,  though  (as  appeared  to 
the  deponent)  fhe  had  not  ftrength 
to  do  it ;  and  that  about  three 
months  ago  the  faid  John  came  in¬ 
to  the  cellar,  juft  after  his  mother 
had  been  horfewhipping  the  de¬ 
ceafed,  who  was  then  naked,  when 
the  former  told  him,  that  though 
fhe  had  beaten  the  girl  feverelv, 
yet  fhe  could  not  make  her  do  any 
thing,  and  bid  him  whip  her  ; 
whereupon  he  gave  the  deceafed 
about  twenty  cuts  with  the  laih  of 
the  whip ;  after  which  the  mother 
and  fon  went  away,  leaving  the 
poor  creature  naked.  The  witnefs 
having  added,  that  the  fon  had  not, 
to  her  knowledge,  beat  the  deceaf¬ 
ed  after  the  lait  mentioned  time, 
and  it  being  the  opinion  of  the  ftjr- 
geons  that  the  wounds,  which  occa- 
ttoned  her  death,  were  thofe  which 
flie  received  on  the  31ft  ult.  and 
the  whippings  given  by  the  fon 
being  before  that  time,  he  was  not 
judged  acceffary  to  the  murder; 
but  was  remanded  to  the  Compter, 
till  it  could  be  known  whether  the 
parifh -officers  had  any  other  charge 
againft  him.  It  appeared  in  the 
courfe  of  this  examination,  that 
Elizabeth  Brownrigg  began  to  beat 
the  deceafed  at  about  one  month 
after  her  being  bound  apprentice, 
and  from  that  time  the  wounds  of 
the  unhappy  girl  were  never  fuf- 
[ff]  4  fered 
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fered  to  heal  thoroughly,  but  eon- 
iiantly  kept  open  by  repeated  feve- 
ri  ties . 

Some  regulations  have  lately 
been  made  for  the  more  amicably 
carrying  on  the  trade  with  the  In¬ 
dian  tribes,  in  the  fouthern  diftriel 
of  America,  by  which  all  white 
peop:e  are  forbid,  on  very  fevere 
penalties,  from  hunting  deer,  or 
bear  ,  in  anv  of  the  wood.-*  or  hunt- 
ling-grounds  of  the  Indians,  and 
are  prohibited  from  trading  with 
them  clandeftinely,  or  fupplying 
them  with  more  than  a  certain 
quantity  of  fpirituous  liquors  at  a 
time  ;  which,  it  is  believed,  will 
prevent  much  blood  Hied. 

Two  Englifh  fchooners,  laden 
with  beef,  pork,  flour,  cured  fifh, 
and  live  hock,  from  the  continent, 
bave  been  feized  by  order  of  the 
governor  of  Martinico  ;  although 
the  poor  inhabitants  are  in  the 
greateft  diftrefs  for  want  of  provi¬ 
sions. 

At  Philadelphia,  Stephen  Porter 
was  apprehended  and  committed 
to  gaol  for  the  murder  of  captain 
Weftcoat,  of  Briftol.  Porter  had 
been  guilty  of  forne  offence  on 
fhip  board,  for  which  the  captain 
beat  him.  Porter,  in  revenge,  on 
the  night  following,  with  three 
others  of  the  crew,  fplit  the  cap¬ 
tain's  fkull  with  an  axe,  as  he  lay 
afleep,  and  afterwards  difpatched 
the  mate. 

At  the  affizes  at  Croydon,  John 
Baptift  Malony  was  tried  for  un¬ 
lawfully  exercifing  the  fundion  of 
a  popifh  prieft,  and  adminiftering 
the  facrament  of  the  Lord’s  fupper 
to  divers  peifons,  after  the  manner 
of  the  church  of  Rome,  when  he 
was  found  guilty,  and  received  fen- 
tence  of  perpetual  imprifonment. 
Twenty  live  bullocks,  and  cows. 


the  property  of  Mr,  John  Haw¬ 
thorne,  of  Drogheda  in  Ireland, 
were  maffacred  by  the  mob,  on  pre¬ 
tence  of  their  being  defigned  for 
exportation  in  England. 

The  following  particulars  are 
given  by  a  gentleman,  who  is  now 
at  Erfurt  in  Germany.  In  the 
church  of  the  Peterfourg  Benedic¬ 
tines  here,  is  ihewn  the  tomb  of 
Louis,  Count  Gleichen,  of  the 
iliuitrious  houfe  of  Scharzbourg, 
which  hath  given  an  Emperor  to 
Germany.  The  count  was  made 
prifoner  in  an  engagement  again  ft 
the  Saracens,  and  differed  a  long 
and  fevere  captivity.  As  he  was 
at  work  one  day  in  the  gardens  of 
the  Sultan,  he  was  accoixed  and 
afked  feme  queftions  by  his  m af¬ 
ter’s  daughter,  who  was  walking 
there.  The  agreeable  perfon  of 
the  Count,  and  his  addrefs  in 
working,  \ o  greatly  pleafed  the 
princefs,  that  fhe  promifed  to  fet 
him  free,  and  to  go  off  with  him, 
provided  he  would  marry  her.  4  X 
have  a  wife  and  children,’  anfwered 
he  — ‘  That  fignihes  nothing,’  fays 
fhe,  (  the  cuftom  of  my  country 
allows  a  man  to  have  feveral  wives.* 
The  count  was  not  obftinate,  he 
acquiefced  to  this  reafon,  and  gave 
her  his  prornile.  The  princefs 
made  ufe  of  fuch  fpeed  and  addrefs 
to  releafe  him  from  his  captivity, 
that  they  were  foon  ready  to  em¬ 
bark  on  board  a  fhip.  They  ar¬ 
rived  fafe’y  at  Venice.  The  count 
there  found  one  of  his  dome  flics, 
who  had  been  travelling  about  to 
gain  intelligence  of  him,  and  was 
informed  by  this  fervant,  that  his 
wife  and  children  were  well.  He 
halfened  immediately  to  Rome, and 
after  having  ingenuoufly  related 
what  had  happened,  he  obtained  of 
the  pope  a  folernn  permiflion  to 

keep 
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keep  both  his  wives.  This  hap¬ 
pened  in  the  year  1.240,  and  in  the 
pontificate  of  Gregory  IX.  If  the 
holy  father  fnevved  himfelf  indul¬ 
gent,  the  count’s  wife  was  not 
lefi  complaifant  ;  for  fhe  greatly 
careffed  the  Saracen  lady,  who  had 
been  the  caufe  of  her  recovering 
her  dear  hufband,  and  conceived 
for  her  rival  a  particular  tendernefs. 
The  Saracen  princefs  made  a  fuit- 
able  return  to  all  her  civilities  ; 
and  being  herfelf  fterile,  (he  ten¬ 
derly  loved  the  great  number  of 
children  which  the  countefs  bore. 
At  Gleichen  is  itill  ihewn  the  bed 
whereon  the  count  and  his  two 
wives  lay.  After  their  death  they 
were  all  three  buried  in  the  fame 
tomb  as  appears  by  the  following 
epitaph, 

‘  Here  lie  the  bodies  of  two  rival 
wives,  who  with  unparalleled  affec¬ 
tion,  loved  each  other  as  filters, 
and  me  extremely.  The  one  fled 
from  Mahomet  to  follow  her  huf¬ 
band  ;  the  other  was  willing  to 
embrace  the  fpoufe  (lie  had  recoveK 
ed.  United  by  the  ties  of  matri¬ 
monial  love,  we  had  when  living 
but  one  nuptial  bed,  and  in  our 
death  only  one  marble  covers  us.’ 
j.  John  Brown rigg  was  a- 
*  gain  carried  before  the  lord 
mayor,  charged  with  a  mifdemea- 
i)or  in  beating  the  furviving  girl, 
apprentice  to  his  father  ;  when  it 
appeared,  on  the  oath  of  the  girl, 
that  he  had  whipped  her  naked 
three  fucceffive  days  with  a  horfe- 
whip,  twice  by  order  of  his  mo¬ 
ther,  and  the  third  time  of  his  own 
accord;  becaufe  fhe  had  eaten  two 
or  three  chefnuts  which  lay  in  her 
way,  and  afterwards  he  drove  her 
up  ftairs  naked  and  bleeding,  to 
fhew  his  mother  what  he  had  done. 
He  was  re-committed  to  the  Foul- 
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try  Compter  ;  upon  hearing  of 
which  his  mother  again  fell  into 
fits,  (having  been  free  from  them 
two  days  before,)  and  continues 
ill. 


SUMMER  ASSIZES. 

At  Abingdon  affizes,  two  bro¬ 
thers  were  capitally  convided  for 
a  robbery. 

At  Appleby  aflizes,  none  were 
capitally  convided. 

At  Bedford  affizes,  two  were 
capitally  convided,  one  of  whom 
was  reprieved,, 

At  Bodmin  affizes,  fix  were  ca¬ 
pitally  convided,  of  whom  four 
were  reprieved. 

At  Buckingham  affizes,  none 
were  capitally  convided. 

At  Bury  affizes,  none  were  capi¬ 
tally  convided. 

At  Cambridge  affizes,  none  were 
capitally  convided. 

At  Carlifle  affizes,  one  was  ca¬ 
pitally  convided. 

At  Carmarthen  affizes,  three 
were  capitally  convided. 

At  Chelmsford  affizes,  five  were 
capitally  convided,  two  of  whom 
were  reprieved. 

At  Croyd  rn  affizes,  fix  were  ca¬ 
pitally  convided,  of  whom  four 
were  reprieved 

At  Derby  affizes,  two  were  ca¬ 
pitally  convided,  but  were  re¬ 
prieved. 

At  Dorcbefter  affizes,  one  was 
capitally  convided. 

At  Durham  aflizes  none  were 
capitally  convided. 

Ac  Exeter  affizes,  two  were  ca¬ 
pitally  convided 

At  Gloucester  affizes,  three  were 
capitally  convided,  of  whom  one 
was  reprieved. 


At 
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At  Hereford  affi zes,  three  were 
capitally  convided. 

At  the  affixes  at  Lancafter,  one 
was  capitally  convided. 

At  Maidftone  affizes,  feven  were 
capitally  convided,  four  of  whom 
were  reprieved. 

At  Newcaftle  affixes,  two  were 
capitally  convicted. 

At  Northampton  affizes,  one 
was  capitally  convicted,  but  re¬ 
prieved. 

At  Northumberland  affizes,  two 
were  capitally  convided,  but  re¬ 
prieved. 

At  Norwich  affizes,  five  were 
capitally  convided  ;  four  of  the 
rioters,  who  had  been  refpited  du¬ 
ring  pleafure,  were  ordered  to  be 
Iran  fpor ted  for  life. 

At  Nottingham  affixes,  five  were 
capitally  convided,  four  of  whom 
were  reprieved. 

At  Salisbury  affizes,  four  were 
capitally  convided,  three  of  whom 
were  reprieved. 

At  Shrewfoury  affizes,  one  was 
capitally  convided,  but  reprieved. 

At  Stafford  affizes,  one  was  ca¬ 
pitally  convided,  but  reprieved. 

At  Wells  affizes,  two  were  capi¬ 
tally  convided,  but  reprieved. 

At  Winchefter  affizes,  two  were 
capitally  convided. 

At  Warwick  affizes,  one  was  ca¬ 
pitally  convided,  but  reprieved. 

At  Worceher  affizes,  one  was 
capitally  convicted,  but  reprieved. 

At  York  affizes,  Ann  Sowerby 
for  poifoning  her  hulband,  was  ca¬ 
pitally  convided,  and  afterwards 
burnt  ;  five  more  were  capitally 
convided,  three  of  whom  are  re¬ 
prieved  . 

We  have  an  account  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  outrages  and  villainies  from 
Charles-Town.  Different  gangs 
of  robbers  and  horfedtealers  have 
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lately  infeffed  the  forks  of  Saludy 
and  Savannah  rivers,  and  com¬ 
mitted  many  robberies,  and  cru¬ 
elties,  among  which,  being  quef- 
tioned  by  Captain  BaHrd,  who 
demanded  their  pafs  on  palling 
Canon’s  Creek,  they  prefented  a 
piffol,  telling  him  there  it  was,  and 
fliot  him  in  the  break,  robbed  him 
of  every  thing  valuable,  and  then 
went  to  the  houfe  of  one  Willon, 
burnt  him  with  red  hot  irons  to 
difeover  his  money,  and  there  rob¬ 
bed  him  of  all  he  had.  From  De¬ 
nis  Hayes,  they  took  to  the  amount 
of  3000  1.  brutally  and  lukfully 
ufed  his  wife  and  daughter,  ftrip» 
ped  them,  and  left  them  naked. 
They  robbed  Charles  Kitchen  on 
Broad  River,  beat  out  one  of  his 
wife’s  eyes,  and  burnt  the  poor 
man  mod  cruelly.  On  the  fame 
river,  they  fo  inhumanly  beat  and 
burnt  Gabriel  Brown,  that  his  life 
is  defpaired  of  ;  and  on  Lynched 
Creek  Road,  they  met  Mr.  Davis, 
whom  they  tied,  and  tortured  with 
red  hot  irons,  and  becaufe  he  had 
no  money,  they  fet  lire  tc5  his  houfe, 
and  left  the  unhappy  man  to  be¬ 
hold  his  all  in  flames.  Thefe  mif- 
creants  are  now  become  fuch  a  ter¬ 
ror  to  the  back-fettlers,  that  they 
are  preparing  to  quit  their  habita¬ 
tions,  and  feck  fettlements  where 
their  lives  and  properties  may  be 
more  fecure. 

John  Goodere  and  James 
Butcher  were  executed  at  28th. 
Chelmsford  for  horfe-heal- 
ing.  The  next  day  a  reprieve  came 
down  for  Goodere  ;  on  which  a  re¬ 
port  was  fpread  to  the  difadvantage 
of  the  principal  officers  concerned  ; 
but  the  fad  was,  that  an  applica¬ 
tion  having  been  made  in  favour 
of  Charles  Harrington,  condemned 
for  burglary  at  the  fame  affixes, 

she 
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the  fecretary,  by  his  majefry’s  or¬ 
der,  fent  a  reference  of  the  cafe 
to  the  judge  who  tried  him,  and 
at  the  lame  time  lent  a  refpice,  to 
prevent  accidents  from  any  delay 
in  receiving  the  judge’s  report.  No 
application,  however,  had  been 
made  for  Goodere  ;  but  the  judge 
in  reporting  on  the  cafe  of  Har¬ 
rington,  was  alfo  prompted  by  his 
humanity  to  mention  that  of 
Goodere,  whofe  crime  appeared  to 
his  Jordihip  lefs  flagrant  than  that 
of  Harrington  ;  he  therefore  re¬ 
commended  it  to  his  majefty,  in 
cafe  he  fhould  think  propef  to 
ihew  his  royal  clemency  to  Har¬ 
rington,  to  extend  the  fame  mercy 
to  Goodere.  This  report  of  the 
judge  was  not  received  at  the  fe¬ 
cretary ’s  office  till  Friday,  the  very 
day  on  which  Goodere  unfortu¬ 
nately  fuffered. 

A  comet  was  obferved  at  Liver¬ 
pool  in  the  fouth-eaft  quarter  of 
the  Hemifphere,  about  53  degrees 
above  the  horizon.  Its  tail  de¬ 
fer!  bed  an  angle  of  30  degrees, 
and  its  direction  was  towards  the 
Pleiades. 

A  iilver  ftatue  of  the  goddefs 
Cybele,  weighing  36  pounds,  of 
excellent  workmanffiip,  was  lately 
taken  out  of  the  Tyber,  three  miles 
below  Rome. 

The  ifland  of  Cephalonia,  a 
Grecian  ifland,  was  almoft  over¬ 
turned  by  an  earthquake,  many  of 
the  inhabitants  were  fwallowed 
up,  and  thofe  who  remained  a- 
live  are  reduced  to  the  utmoft  dif- 
trefs. 

The  cardinals  Albani  and  Or- 
fini,  miniflers  plenipotentiaries,  the 
one  from  Vienna,  the  other  from 
Naples,  notified  to  the  pope  the 
approaching  marriage  of  the  arch- 


duchefs  Jofepha  with  the  king  of 
the  Two  Sicilies. 

The  emperor  defigns  to  ac¬ 
company  his  lifter  as  far  as  Rome  ; 
and  it  is  believed  the  grand  duke 
of  Tufcany  will  be  of  the  party. 
They  have  declared,  in  the  moil 
exprefs  terms,  that  they  will  be 
incognito,  and  receive  no'  vifits 
or  ceremonies  of  any  fort.  The 
pope,  however,  will  order  all 
fuch  diverfions  and  entertainments 
to  be  given  that  Rome  can  afford. 
A  girandola  will  be  one  ;  and  they 
fay,  likewife,  an  illumination  of 
St.  Peter’s. 

The  French  troops  in  Corfica 
delivered  up  the  fortrefies  of  Cal- 
vi  and  Ajaccio  to  the  Genoefe, 
and  embarked  on  board  fome  Spa¬ 
rc  ilh  transports  for  France.  The 
troubles  in  Corfica,  it  is  computed, 
have  already  coft  the  Genoefe 
nine  millions  flerling  ;  and  they 
are  now  lefs  likely  to  fubdue  that 
brave  people  than  they  were  at  the 
beginning  of  the  war  with  them. 
Paoli,  their  chief,  is  making  great 
preparations  for  war.  Pie  has  al¬ 
ready  obtained  pofleffion  of  Algag- 
liolo,  and  is  actually  beheging 
the  two  fortrefies  which  the  French 
have  evacuated. 

They  write  from  Charles-Town, 
South- Carolina,  that  his  majefty’s 
ffiip  Cygnet,  Philip  Durell,  efq; 
commander,  having  touched  at 
the  Havana  ah  in  her  way  from 
Penfacola,  was  fired  at  by  the 
Spaniards  from  the  Moro  caftle, 
and  a  24.  pounder  beat  through 
her  larboard  fide.  Captain  Du¬ 
rell  complaining  of  the  infult,  was 
anfwered,  that  the  king’s  orders 
were  to  let  no  Engliffi  fhip  into 
the  port.  The  Adventure  frigate 
a  few  days  after,  being  fent  with 

dif- 
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difpatches  from  captain  Parry  to 
the  Spanifh  governor,  met  with 
the  like  treatment. 

And  they  alfo  write  from  the 
fame  place,  that  on  the  24th  of 
July  arrived  there  from  Great- 
Britain  and  the  Weft-Indies,  laft  in 
24  days  from  Penfacola,  his  ma- 
jefty’s  packet  the  H  i  1 !  fboro  ugh,co  m  - 
jnanded  bv  Capt,  LeiTie  Grove. 
From  the  length  of  the  voyage, 
the  captain  being  in  want  of  re- 
frelhments  and  other  neceftaries, 
went  to  the  Havannah  for  a  fup- 
ply  ;  but,  on  attempting  to  go  into 
the  harbour,  after  applying  to  the 
governor;,  had  two  fnot  fired  at 
him,  which  were  certainly  defign- 
ed  to  fink  him,  and,  had  he  not 
put  immediately  about,  a  number 
of  cannon,  ready  charged  and 
pointed,  would  have  fenc  his  ma- 
jefty’s  fhip  to  the  bottom.  The 
Spaniards  faid  no  (hip  or  veffel 
with  Britifh  colours  (hould  enter 
that  harbour.  This  is  the  third 
infult  the  Britifh  flag  has  received 
at  the  fame  place  within  a  few 
weeks*, 

Lilhon,  Aug.  1 8.  Mr.  Lyt¬ 
telton,  who  is  to  refide  here  in 
quality  of  minifter  from  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  majefty,  arrived  the  day 
before  yefterday,  on  board  an 
Englilh  frigate.  He  was  intro¬ 
duced  laft  night  to  Count  d’Oey- 
ras,  and  is  forthwith  to  have  an 
audience  of  the  king  and  royal 
family. 

Six  veftels  are  arrived  in  the  Ta¬ 
gus,  very  richly  laden  ;  four  from 
Ferriambuco,  and  two  from  the 
bay  of  All  Saints. 

Madrid,  Aug.  25.  The  court 
has  received  advice,  that  the  Ea¬ 
gle  frigate,  which  failed  from  Li¬ 
ma  the  iSth  of  March  laft,  ar- 


rived  at  Cadiz  the  13th  inft.  with 
a  cargo  of  1,679,627  hard  pieces 
in  gold  and  filver,  5723  chelts  of 
cocoa,  886  quintals  of  copper,  187 
of  tin,  befides  other  articles. 

Tney  write  from  Paris,  that  on 
laft  Sunday  the  Dauphin  entered 
into  the  14th  year  of  his  age,  and 
was  declared  to  be  out  of  his  mi¬ 
nority,  but  has  fince  been  indif* 
pofed  with  a  cold  and  a  feyer. 

They  write  from  Bourdeaux, 
that  the  duke  of  York,  who  ar¬ 
rived  there  on  the  17th,  had  fup- 
ped  with  Marfhal  Richelieu,  and 
dined  with  the  intendant  of  the 
province,  and  that  on  the  20th  his 
royal  highnefs  fet  out  for  Langue¬ 
doc  and  Provence. 

The  Abbe  Rochon,  who  failed 
from  the  road  of  Breft  on  the  7th 
of,  April,  on  board  the  Union, 
commanded  by  count  de  Breugh- 
on,  who  went  to  Morocco,  is  re¬ 
turned  from  his  voyage,  having 
made  his  intended  observations. 
He  has  viewed  feveral  eclipfes  of 
Jupiter’s  Satellites  with  an  initru- 
ment  of  his  own  invention,  which 
obviates  a  difficulty  with  which 
thefe  obfervations  have  been  hi¬ 
therto  attended.  The  difficulty 
confifted  in  keeping  the  ftar  in 
view  during  the  agitation  of  the 
fhip,  by  a  telefcope  magnifying  not 
lefs  than  fixty  times;  but  with  the 
Abbe’s  inftrument,  whatever  be 
the  motion  of  the  fhip,  the  ftar 
can  never  be  loft  above  four  fe- 
conds  of  time.  It  has  been  ap¬ 
proved  by  a  committee  of  the  aca¬ 
demy  of  fciences,  to  whom  a  me¬ 
moir  has  been  fent  for  examination, 
containing  an  account  of  the  ob¬ 
fervations  made  with  it. 

They  write  from  Que-  ^  , 

bee,  that  father  Rabo,  a 

learned 
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learned  Jefuit,  had  juft  returned 
from  a  fecond  expedition  to  Lake 
Superior,  in  which  he  traced  the 
courfe  of  a  great  river  fome  hun¬ 
dred  leagues  weft  and  by  north, 
which  there  was  great  r^afon  to 
conjecture  penetrated  into  the  fouth 
feas.  •  / 

They  write  from  Naples,  that 
on  the  23d  of  July,  letters  were 
received  from  Catanzanor  the  ca* 
pital  of  the  Higher  Calabria,  which 
bring  advice,  that  in  the  night  be¬ 
tween  the  14th  and  15th  inft.  fe¬ 
deral  violent  fhocks  of  the  earth 
were  felt  there,  and  that  the  pro¬ 
vince  had  fuftained  confiderable 
damage.  The  town  of  Cozcuza 
fuffered  much  ;  and  Luzzi,  St. 
Agatha,  and  other  villages,  were 
entirely  demolilhed.  About  forty 
people  were  killed,  and  a  great 
number  wounded.  The  fhocks 
continued  till  the  18th,  and  were 
felt  in  a  direction  from  weft  to  eaft, 
from  the  gulph  of  Squillace  to  Gal¬ 
lipoli. 

They  write  from  Lifbon,  that 
on  the  24th  of  this  month  arrived 
in  the  Tagus,  oppofite  to  that  city, 
a  fhalop,  with  an  exprefs  on  board, 
difpatched  by  the  governor  of  Se¬ 
nega],  with  orders  to  repair  to 
London  as  icon  as  poffible,  to  in¬ 
form  the  government  that  a  mor¬ 
tality  rages  with  fuch  violence  a- 
mong  the  troops,  that  out  of  300 
men,  of  which  they  were  compo- 
fed,  fcarce  90  are  remaining  ;  and 
moreover,  that  there  is  a  great 
fcarcity  of  provifions. 

In  another  letter  from  Lifbon  is 
the  following  obfervation,  *  We 
think  it  no  fmall  aggravation  here, 
that  the  petty  ftate  of  Algiers  can, 
at  any  time,  terrify  the  haughty 
Portugueze  into  the  payment  cf 


enormous  fums,  merely  to  purchafe 
a  temporary  truce  ;  while  Great 
Britain,  their  friend  and  ally,  has 
not  been  able  to  procure  even  com¬ 
mon  juftice  to  her  trading  fubjects 
in  this  kingdom,  by  a  four  years 
negociationd 

By  a  letter  from  New  Provi¬ 
dence,  there  is  advice  that  an 
Englifh  floop  belonging  to  Rhode 
ifland,  had  been  taken  by  a  Spa- 
nifh  guarda  cofta  in  the  Weft  In¬ 
dies,  and  carried  into  Mufketo  har¬ 
bour,  in  the  ifland  of  Porto  Rico, 
where  the  veffel  and  cargo  were 
conhfcated,  and  the  crew  thrown 
into  prifon,  on  pretence  of  illicit 
trade. 

Died,  Edward  Norris  of  Virgi¬ 
nia,  aged  103  years.  He  was  70 
years  pilot  within  the  Capes. 

Mr.  Benjamin  Perryn  in  Oxford 
road,  aged  103  years. 

Mrs.  Darby  at  Great  Harlock, 
aged  105  years. 


SEPTEMBER. 

As  the  duke  of  Grafton  and  * 
Mr.  fecretary  Conway  were 
returning  from  Cambden- place  in 
Kent,  a  man  of  70,  much  intox¬ 
icated  with  liquor,  rolled  againft 
the  wheel  of  their  curricle,  which 
threw  him  down  and  very  much 
hurt  his  leg.  His  Grace  ordered 
all  poffible  care  to  be  immediately 
taken  of  the  man  ;  and  when  he 
arrived  in  town  fent  Mr.  Adair, 
Mr.  Hawkins,  and  Mr.  Gataker 
to  his  affiftance  ;  but  the  wound 
foon  turned  to  a  mortification,  and 
the  man  is  fince  dead. 

John  Pifher,  efq;  was  by  in. 
queft  chofen  mayor  of  Yarmouth. 

The 
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The  Inqueft,  confiding  of  12  men* 
were  (hut  up  in  the  Guildhall  three 
days  and  three  nights  before  they 
agreed  upon  their  choice. 

There  was  a  violent  ficorm  of 
hail  and  rain,  accompanied  with 
the  loedeft  thunder,  and  mod 
dreadful  fl  a  fires  of  lightning  at 
Genoa,  ever  known  in  the  memory 
of  man  :  Seven  perfons  were  kil¬ 
led,  and  much  damage  done  to 
the  churches  and  houfes.  The 
foremaH  and  topmail  of  a  Spanifh 
frigate  were  fo  much  firivered,  that 
both  muft  be  changed,  and  one 
man  was  killed,  and  two  others 
much  hurt  by  the  lightning. 

A  very  remarkable  caufe  was 
tried  at  Briflol  affixes,  before  Sir 
Jofeph  Yates, — It  was  as  follows: 
Mr.  Bryant,  of  Magotsfield,  fent 
his  fervant  with  two  mares  to  fell 
at  St^  James’s  fair,  1766,  where 
one  Thomas  Jackfon  met  him,  and 
agreed  to  give  him  23  guineas  for 
them.  Some  difficulty  arifing  how 
to  procure  the  money,  a  perfon  of 
the  fame  gang  came  in  at  the  in- 
ftant,  and  bought  a  gelding  (which 
Jackfon  had  at  the  door)  at  the 
lame  price  he  was  to  give  for  the 
mares.  The  gelding  was  to  be 
fent, to  the  Bell-Inn  in  St.  Tho- 
mas’s-fireet,  to  one  Crook,  who 
was  to  pay  for  him  ;  but  jackfon 
being  lame,  prevailed  on  Mr, 
Bryant’s  man  to  take  him,  whi!fl 
lie  prepared  a  dinner.  He  accord¬ 
ingly  went,  but  finding  no  fuch 
perfon  there,  returned,  and  found 
that  Jackfon  had  gone  off  with  the 
mares,  and  countermanded  the 
dinner.  Jackfon  was  with  much 
difficulty  difcovered,  and  this  trial 
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whole  tranfadlion,  the  mares  were 
judged  to  be  Helen,  and  Jackfon 
was  immediately  fent  to  prifon, 
and  Mr.  Bryant  and  his  man 
bound  to  profecute  him  at  our  next 
gaol  delivery. 

The  London  Gazette  of 
this  evening  contains  two  3th, 
orders  of  his  majefiy  in/ 
council,  dated  the  28th  tilt,  by 
the  fir II  of  which  the  free  impor¬ 
tation  into  this  kingdom  of  oats  or 
oatmeal,  rye  or  rye-meal,  wheat  or 
wheat-flour,  barley  or  barley-meal, 
peas,  beans,  tares,  callivancies, 
malt,  bread,  bifeuit,  and  ftarch, 
from  any  part  of  Europe  is  permit- 
ed  from  the  expiration  of  the  time 
before  limited,  viz.  the  10th  in- 
itant  until  20  days  after  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  next  feffions  of 
parliament.  By  the  fecond,  the 
prohibition  or  the  exportation  of 
any  fort  of  corn,  grain,  meal,  malt, 
flour,  bread,  bifeuit,  or  ftarch,  is 
further  extended  from  the  faid  10th 
inftant,  until  20  days  after  the 
commencement  of  the  next  feffion 
of  parliament. 

The  following  accident  happen¬ 
ed  at  the  Whalebone,  two  miles 
from  Romford  ;  —  Bullock,  efq; 
of  Stratford,  and  Daniel  Le  Gafs, 
efq;  a  Genoefe  merchant,  return¬ 
ing  from  Rum  ford  (where  they 
had  been  taking  the  diverfion  of 
fhooting)  having  their  guns  load¬ 
ed  in  the  chaife  with  thern,  by 
fome  means  one  of  the  pieces  went 
on',  and  killed  Mr.  Le  Gafs  on 
the  foot. 


Between  feven  and  eight  o’clock 
in  the  evening,  foon  after  high 
water,  the  water  in  the  Liffy,  near 
brought  on  for  the  recovery  of  Dublin,  fuddenly  funk  about  two 
the  price  of  the  mares.  Great  feet,  and  in  a  moment  after  rofe 
villainy  appearing  throughout  the  upwards  of  four  feet,  and  im¬ 
mediately 
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mediately  fell  to  its  proper  level ; 
on  this  occafion  feveral  veffels  re¬ 
ceived  confiderable  damage,  by 
being  drove  from  their  moorings, 
&c.  It  is  apprehended  from  this 
extraordinary  phenomenon,  that 
an  earthquake  has  happened  fome- 
where,  as  an  event  of  the  fame 
kind  was  felt  at  Corke  at  the  time 
of  the  great  earthquake  at  Lif- 
bon.”  ( 

Much  about  the  fame  hour,  it 
being  low  tide  at  Oftend.,  and  the 
fhips  aground,  in  lefs  than  three 
minutes  the  flood  returned  with 
fuch  violence  that  it  fet  all  the 
fhips  afloat,  and  forced  feveral 
from  their  anchors  ;  and,  what 
was  very  extraordinary,  the  mud 
from  the  bottom  rofe  to  the  fur- 
face,  in  a  manner  which  is  feldom 
feen  in  the  moft  tempeftuous  wea¬ 
ther,  though  at  that  time  the  air 
was  ferene,  and  the  wind  mode¬ 
rate.  This  tide  continued  turbu¬ 
lent  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour, 
and  in  fixteen  minutes  after  it  eb¬ 
bed  fiye  feet. 

A  model  of  the  famous  bell, 
vulgarly  called  Great  Tom  of 
Lincoln,  is  now  actually  made  in 
order  to  be  hung  up  in  an  antique 
building,  the  north  eaft  corner  of 
the  caftle  hill  in  that  city,  for 
the  gratification  of  curious  Gran¬ 
gers  ;  and  the  cuftom  of  fetting 
open  the  doors  of  the  cathedral 
on  all  public  occafions,  will  for 
the  future  be  entirely  aifconti- 
nued. 

At  the  triennal  meeting  of  the 
three  choirs  of  Worcefter,  the  col¬ 
lection  amounted  to  192  1. 

Gen.  Monkton’s  regiment  of 
foot,  (the  17th)  arrived  at  Salif- 
bury,  having  landed  a  few  days 


before  from  New  York.  It  confin¬ 
ed  of  3 10  men  and  17  officers  only, 
the  general  having  permitted  all 
who  chofe  it  to  enlift  into  other  re¬ 
giments.  The  rell:  chufing  to  ftay 
in  America  enlifted. 

A  ftone  in  the  church-yard  of 
St.  Paul,  Covent-garden,  to  the 
memory  of  James  Worfdale,  m af¬ 
ter-painter  to  the  board  of  ord¬ 
nance,  has  this  infcription  upon  it* 
written  by  himfelf. 

Eager  to  get,  but  not  to  keep  the 
pelf, 

A  friend  to  ail  mankind- — except 
himfelf. 

This  morning  a  dreadful 
fire  broke  out  a  flocking-  9th. 
trimmer’s  in  Tower- royal, 
oppofite  St.  Amholin’s  church. 
Budge  row,  which  entirely  con- 
fumed  the  fame;  che  flames  were  fo 
rapid,  that  the  mailer  of  the  houfe 
and  his  wife  were  obliged  to  leap 
out  of  a  two  pair  of  ftairs  window 
into  the  ftreet,  when  the  latter,  be¬ 
ing  big  with  child,  was  killed  on 
the  fpot,  and  the  hufband  broke 
his  thigh,  two  of  his  ribs,  and 
was  otherwife  fo  much  bruifed 
that  he  was  carried  to  the  hofpital 
without  hopes  of  recovery  :  an  in¬ 
fant  of  two  years  old  was  faved 
by  being  caught  in  a  blanket, 
and  the  man  and  maid  e leaped 
over  the  tops  of  the  houfes.  By 
the  activity  of  the  firemen  and  en¬ 
gines,  the  flames  were  prevented 
from  fpreading,  and  thus  probably 
preferved  the  whole  neighbour¬ 
hood. 

An  uncommon  phenomenon  was 
obferved  on  the  water  of  Ifla,  near 
Cowper- Angus  preceded  by  a 
thick  dark  fmoke,  which  foon 
difpelled,  and  difeovered  a  large 

lumi- 
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luminous  body,  like  a  houfe  on 
fire,  but  prefently  after  took  a  form 
fomething  pyramidal,  and  rolled 
forwards  with  impel uofity  till  it 
came  to  the  water  of  Erick  ;  up 
which  river  it  took  its  direction 
with  great  rapidity,  and  difap- 
peared  a  little  above  Blairgowrie. 
The  effedts  were  as  extraordinary 
as  the  appearance.  In  its  paffage, 
it  carried  a  large  cart  many  yards 
over  a  field  of  grafs  ;  a  man  riding 
along  the  high  road  was  carried 
from  his  horfe,  and  fo  dunned 
with  the  fall,  as  to  remain  fenfe- 
lefs  a  confiderable  time.  It  de- 
flroyed  one  half  of  a  houfe,  and 
left  the  other  behind,  undermined 
and  dedroyed  an  arch  of  the  new 
bridge  building  at  Blairgowrie, 
immediately  after  which  it  difap- 
peared.  As  few  appearances  of 
this  kind  ever  were  attended  with 
like  confequences,  various  conjec¬ 
tures  have  been  formed  concern¬ 
ing  it. 

,  The  noted  Mr.  Edward 
11  Higgins  took  his  trial  at 
Carmarthen  affixes,  and  was  found 
guilty,  and  the  next  morning  con¬ 
demned.  Upon  being  a  feed  by 
the  judge.  What  he  had  to  fay  why 
fentence  of  death  fhould  not  be 
palled  upon  him  ?  He  anfwered. 
That  he  thought  he  had  not  a  fair 
trial.  But  it  feemed  to  be  the  opi¬ 
nion  of  all  who  heard  it,  that  he 
was  convidled  on  the  cleared  evi¬ 
dence.  The  trunk  broke  open  at 
lady  Maud’s,  on  infpection,  was 
found  to  have  a  fmall  part  of  the 
key  left  in  the  lock,  and  the  other 
part  of  the  key  was  found  on  Hig¬ 
gins  when  he  was  taken.  This 
was  the  moll  material  circumftance 
againft  him,  though  feveral  others 
ilrongly  confirmed  his  being  guilty 
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of  the  burglary.  It  is  fald  that 
as  foon  as'  the  jury  brought  in: 
their  verdidl,  guilty,  he  bur  It  into 
tears. 

At  the  anniverfary  meeting  of 
the  fons  of  the  clergy,  held  at 
Newcaftle,  the  collection  amount¬ 
ed  to  315  b  is,  g  d,  which  was 
diflributed  to  one  clergyman  inca¬ 
pacitated,  20  clergymens  widows, 
14  clergymens  fons,  and  41  cler¬ 
gymens  daughters,  according  to 
their  feveral  neceffitous  circum- 
itances. 

The  Portuguefe  have  offered 
600, oco  crowns  by  way  of  ran- 
fom  for  their  flaves  in  Morocco, 
and  15,000  crowns  a  year  to  pur- 
chafe  peace,  and  as  an  acknow¬ 
ledgment  fo  long  as  it  fhall  lalt  ; 
and  nearly  the  fame  offer  is  made 
to  the  Dey  of  Algiers.  The  Ve¬ 
netians,  on  the  contrary,  gave  or¬ 
ders  to  their  admiral  Emo,  that 
in  cafe  the  Dey  fhould  not  com¬ 
ply  with  his  demands  of  peace, 
he  fhould  declare  war,  keep  cruiz¬ 
ing  with  the  eight  (hips  under  his 
command  in  thofe  feas  of  Barbary, 
and  fink  and  burn  all  Algerine 
veifels  that  he  fhould  meet  with. 

The  following  warlike  experi¬ 
ments  are  faid  to  have  been  late¬ 
ly  made  at  Woolwich  by  Mr. 
Crofs,  and  were  found  to  anfwer, 
but  are  not  adopted,  for  particular 
reafons.  ill.  To  fix  gunpowder 
under  the  earth,  and  when  trod 
upon  to  be  blown  up.  2.  To  fix 
gunpowder  under  a  gate,  and 

when  opened  will  be  blown  up. 

3.  To  fix  gunpowder  under  the 
earth,  and  by  lifting  up  any  thing 
that  he  may  lay  thereon,  will  be 
blown  up.  4.  To  fix  gunpowder 

under  the  greatefl  building  on 

London  fide  of  the  Thames,  Mr. 

Crofs 


\ 
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Crofs  will  Hand  the  oppofite  fide 
and  blow  it  up,  without  ufing  match 
or  train.  He  has  brought  to  per¬ 
fection  alfo  a  moving  battery,  which 
is  to  be  drawn  by  horfes,  and  is  to 
be  made  ufe  of  in  time  of  battle, 
when  fifty  men  can  withftand  one 
thoufand,  firing  cannon,  fmall 
arms,  hand  grenades,  &c. 

1  An  inquifition  was  taken 
I4t  on  the  body  of  Mr.  Daniel 
AgafTe,  of  Broad-ftreet  Buildings, 
when  it  appeared,  that  the  de- 
ceafed  being  in  a  one-horfe  chaife, 
in  which  alfo  was  Wm.  Bullock, 
Efq;  of  Stratford,  each  having  a 
double-barrelled  gun  Handing  by 
them,  with  which  they  had  been 
fhooting,  on  a  fudden  jolt  of  the 
chaife  one  of  the  guns  went  off 
and  fhot  Mr.  AgafTe  dead. 

Elizabeth  Brownrigg  was  car¬ 
ried  in  a  cart  from  Newgate,,  at¬ 
tended  by  two  clergymen,  amidfl 
a  numerous  crowd  of  fpeCtators, 
and  executed  at  Tyburn,  for  the 
murder  of  Mary  Clifford.  Her 
body  was  afterwards  carried  to 
Surgeons-hall  for  diffeCtion.  Be¬ 
fore  fhe  left  Newgate  that  morn¬ 
ing,  her  hufband  and  fon  took 
leave  of  her  in  the  cell.  She  ap¬ 
peared  very  penitent  in  the  way 
to  and  at  the  place  of  execution, 
where  the  crowd  was  fo  great, 
that  feveral  perfons  were  much 
hurt. 

They  write  from  Mofcow,  that 
on  the  10th  of  Auguft  mofl  of  the 
deputies,  charged  to  form  the  new 
code  of  laws,  being  arrived  in  this 
city  from  all  the  provinces  of  the 
empire,  the  commiffion  was  open¬ 
ed  with  much  folemnity,  by  order 
of  the  Emprefs.  The  deputies 
affembled,  at  feven  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  in  the  convent  of  Tfchu- 
dow.  At  ten  her  majefty,  wearing 
Vol,  X. 


the  imperial  robe,  and  a  coronet 
on  her  head,  proceeded  to  church 
in  a  coach,  which  was  followed 
by  twenty  other  coaches  and  fix. 
As  foon  as  the  emprefs  arrived  at 
the  church,  the  deputies  walked 
thither  two  by  two,  conducted  by 
the  attorney-general,  holding  the 
marfhall’s  flaff  in  his  hand.  They 
were  preceded  by  the  fuperior  de¬ 
partments  of  the  empire,  the  col¬ 
leges,  and  chanceries,  which  were 
followed  by  the  twenty  govern¬ 
ments  and  particular  diftriCts. 
After  finging  Te  Demn,  the  arch- 
biihop  of  Twer  made  a  pious  ex¬ 
hortation,  and  all  the  deputies 
took  the  oath,  and  afterwards 
figned  it  with  their  own  hands. 
In  the  mean  time  her  majefty  with¬ 
drew  to  the  audience  chamber, 
where  the  attorney-general  con¬ 
ducted  the  deputies  to  the  foot  of 
the  throne,  in  the  fame  order  as 
before. 

The  feflions  ended  at  the  ^  , 
Old  Bailey.  At  this  feflions  5 
i  i  8  prifoners  were  tried,  fix  of 
whom  were  capitally  convicted  ; 
two  to  be  tranfported  for  14  years, 
55  for  feven  years,  four  branded, 
and  four  whipped.  James  Brown¬ 
rigg,  and  John  his  fon,  were  in¬ 
dicted  for  affaulting  Mary  Mitchel, 
their  furviving  apprentice,  in  drip¬ 
ping  and  whipping  her.  They  are 
to  be  tried  next  feflions  at  Guild¬ 
hall. 

Thomas  Bowers  and  Ifaac  Hills, 
the  porters  concerned  together  in 
carrying  off  2000 1.  from  Meff. 
Paynes,  bankers  in  Lombard-ltreer, 
which  they  were  intrufted  to  carry 
to  the  Nottingham  waggon,  were 
tried  at  this  aflize,  and  fentenced 
to  be  tranfported. 

William  Gueff,  lately  belonging 
to  the  bank,  was  conviCted  of 

[/]  high- 
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high-treafon,  in  filing  and  dimi- 
nifhing  his  majefty’s  coin.  This 
unfortunate  gentleman’s  counfel 
moved,  in  arrelt  of  judgment,  but 
their  plea  was  over-ruled. 

A  fhoemaker’s  lad,  having  found 
a  bafket  in  the  llreets  with  fome- 
thing  packed  up  in  it,  carried  it 
home  to  his  mailer,  who,  on  open¬ 
ing  it,  being  enraged  to  find  in  it 
a  new-born  child,  threw  it  out  of 
a  two-pair-of- flairs  window,  by 
which  it  was  killed. 

At  Worcefter  fair  old  hops  fold 
from  5I.  igs.  to  7 1.  10  s.  There 
were  only  eleven  pockets  of  new 
hops,  the  quality  of  which  was  very 
bad,  the  price  7I.  to  9I.  Lafl  year’s 
fair  near  3000  pockets  were  fold, 
and  the  duty  amounted  to  upwards 
of  21  ,000 1.  but  this  year  it  will 
not  be  300 1.  The  failure  of  the 
fruit  is  as  great  as  that  of  the  hops. 
Cheefe  fold  from  24*.  to  27s.  the 
Jong  hundred. 

r  Was  held  a  court  at 
'  *  Chrifl’s  hofpital,  when  the 

prefident  declared  that  a  benefac¬ 
tion  of  200 1.  had  been  received 
from  Sir  James  Cockburn,  Bart, 
upon  which  the  thanks  of  the  court 
and  a  flaff  was  voted  to  that  gen¬ 
tleman.  Dr.  Pitcairne  received 
his  charge  as  a  governor,  as  did 
John  Small,  Efq;  who  gave  iool. 
The  report  from  the  committee  of 
almoners  was  alfo  read,  in  relation 
to  the  refidue  of  the  eftate  of  Mr. 
John  Butteris,  late  of  Hertford, 
amounting  to  5 46 1.  which  he  be¬ 
queathed  to  the  hofpital,  on  con¬ 
dition,  that  the  corporation  might 
have  always  one  child  there  ;  and 
it  was  unanimoully  agreed  to  ac¬ 
cept  the  fame. 

The  foundation-llone  of  a  new 
infirmary  at  Salifbury  was  laid, 
amidfi;  a  numerous  concourfe  of 
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people.  On  this  occafion  the  prin¬ 
cipal  nobility  and  perfons  of  dif- 
tindlion  (fubfcribers  to  the  infir¬ 
mary)  dined  together,  and  all  ex- 
prefled  the  utmoft  zeal  to  fupport 
a  charity  that  has  for  its  object  the 
relief  of  the  unfortunate  poor,  of 
whatever  county  they  be. 

A  great  mortality  prevails  in  the 
Britilh  fettlements  on  the  African 
coaft ;  and  a  number  of  troops  are 
preparing  to  embark,  to  fupply  the 
place  of  thofe  that  have  been  car¬ 
ried  off. 

An  oak  tree  was  lately  felled 
near  Ludlow  in  Shropfhii  e,  the  pro- 
duce  of  which  were  37  tons  of  tim¬ 
ber,  43  cords  of  wood,  zoo  park- 
pales,  and  five  cords  of  brackets. 
A  bough  broke  off  before  the  tree 
was  cut  down,  which  weighed  fe- 
ven  tons  and  an  half,  and  three 
men  were  employed  a  month  in 
flocking  it.  The  whole  tree  was 
valued  at  140I. 

Sarah  Langford  was  tried  at  the 
fefiions  of  the  peace  held  at  Briflol, 
for  imprifoning  Jane  Bryant  in  a 
box,  and  reducing  her  to  a  molt 
deplorable  condition.  She  was 
found  guilty,  and  fentenced  to  fuf- 
fer  twelve  months  imprifonment, 
and  to  pay  a  fine  of  13  s.  4d. 

The  Prince  of  Orange  , 
took  leave  of  the  States-  220 • 
General  on  Friday  lafl.  He  left 
the  Hague  early  on  Saturday  with 
a  numerous  retinue,  and  arrived 
at  Loo  the  fame  day,  where  he 
continued  Sunday  and  yeilerday  ; 
and  this  morning  fet  out  for  Brunf- 
wick,  where  he  will  flay  two  or 
three  days,  and  then  proceed  to 
Potfdam  by  way  of  Magdebourg  ; 
and  it  is  faid,  the  marriage  will  be 
celebrated  at  Berlin  on  the  4th  of 
October. 

The 
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k  The  fellows^  &c.  of  the 
5  *  college  of  phyficians,  had 

a  meeting  and  a  dinner  at  their 
college  in  Warwick-Jane ;  and  in 
the  afternoon  a  great  number  of 
gentlemen,  licentiates  of  the  col¬ 
lege,  (between  whom  and  the  fel¬ 
lows  there  has  been  a  Arong  dif- 
pute)  went  to  the  college,  and  not 
being  admitted,  forced  the  gates, 
and  then  with  the  afliftance  of  a 
fmith  forced  the  door  of  the  col¬ 
lege,  and  rufhed  in  upon  the  fel¬ 
lows  ;  forne  of  the  gentlemen 
broke  feveral  of  the  windows  to 
pieces  with  their  canes,  which 
caufed  great  confufion  ;  but  after 
feme  time  they  broke  up  without 
further  violence. 

The  palm-tree,  known  by  the 
name  of  the  Palma  Japonica, 
which  flowered  and  produced  fruit 
in  the  garden  of  the  Schonbrun 
at  Vienna  in  1765,  and  which  is 
now  113  years  old,  has  again 
bloffomed  this  year,  as  has  like- 
wife  another  of  the  fame  fpecies, 
56  years  old.  The  foreign  and 
rare  plant,  called  the  Arbor  Dra- 
conis  Cluhi,  has  likewife  bloflom- 
ed  ;  and  the  fruit,  about  the  big- 
nefs  of  a  cherry,  and  of  an  orange 
yellow  colour,  fhews  fair  to  ripen, 
which  it  is  fuppofed  is  the  hrfl  time 
they  have  arrived  at  fuch  perfection 
in  Europe. 

They  write  from  Lifbon,  that 
on  Sunday  lalt  an  Auto  de  fe  was 
celebrated  there,  in  which  eleven 
men  and  three  women  received  fen- 
tence.  Not  one  was  condemned 
to  die  ;  and  molt  of  them  were 
convicted  of  offences,  for  which 
much  heavier  punifhments  would 
have  been  infliCfed  on  them,  had 
they  been  proceeded  againft  in  the 
king’s  temporal  courts.  Since  his 
molt  faithful  majeily’s  accellion. 


the  burning  of  heretics  has  been 
difufed. 

A  detachment  of  the  Elector  of 
Bavaria’s  troops  deftroyed  a  mill 
which  flood  on  the  fide  of  the  Da¬ 
nube,  belonging  to  the  bifliop  of 
Ratifbon,  which,  it  is  thought,  will 
caufe  much  bloodfhed. 

From  the  London  Gazette. 

Whitehall,  Sepc.  zg. 

On  Sunday  lalt  captain  Wrot- 
tefly  arrived  here  from  Monaco, 
with  the  melancholy  account:. 
That  his  royal  highnefs  Edward 
Auguftus,  duke  of  York  and  Al¬ 
bany,  died  at  that  place  on  the 
17th  inflant,  about  eleven  o’clock 
in  the  morning,  of  a  malignant 
fever,  after  a  fevers  illnefs  of 
fourteen  days,  to  the  great  grief 
of  their  majellies  and  all  the  royal 
family.  The  body  was  opened 
and  embalmed  ;  and  was  ordered 
by  commodore  Spry  to  be  put  on 
board  his  majefty’s  Ihip  Montreal, 
captain  Cofby,  to  be  brought  to 
England. 

The  following  are  fome  of  the 
particulars  that  are  related,  and 
faid  to  be  authentic,  of  the  fick- 
nefs  and  death  of  his  royal  highnefs 
the  duke  of  York. 

His  royal  highnefs  had  danced 
rather  too  much  at  the  chateau  of 
a  perfon  of  fafliion  ;  and  this  had 
not  only  fatigued  him,  but  occaflon- 
ed  a  very  flrong  perfpiration.  As 
foon  as  the  ball  was  finifhed,  the 
prince  gave  orders  for  his  carriages 
to  be  got  ready  immediately,  to 
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fet  off  for  T'oulon,  from  whence 
he  was  diftant  fome  three  or  four 
leagues.  The  gentlemen  of  the 
train,  colonels  Mcrrifon  and  St* 
John,  and  captain  Wrottefly,  ear- 
neflly  reprefented  to  his  royal  high¬ 
nefs  the  neceflby  of  his  remain¬ 
ing  where  he  was,  if  not  to  go  to 
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bed,  yet  till  he  was  cool  and  had 
fhifted  himfelf.  The  prince  de¬ 
clared  there  was  no  a&ual  occa- 
iion  for  fuch  caution  ;  that  he 
would  wrap  himfelf  up  in  his 
cloak,  and  that  would  be  fufli- 
cient ;  he  did  fo,  and  ilepped  in¬ 
to  his  carriage. — — This  was  on 
the  29th  of  Auguft.  The  next  day 
his  royal  highnefs  complained  of 
a  flight  chilinefs  and  fliivering : 
the  indifpofition,  however,  ap¬ 
peared  fo  very  trifling,  that  he 
went  at  night  to  the  comedy  •  but 
before  it  was  over,  his  royal 
highnefs  found  himfelf  infinitely 
worfe,  and  was  obliged  to  with¬ 
draw.  He  was  feverifh,  thirfty, 
and  complained  of  an  immode¬ 
rate  heat  all  over  his  body.  By 
proper  care,  and  drinking  plenti¬ 
fully,  the  duke  was  greatly  bet¬ 
ter  in  the  morning,  and  therefore 
fet  forward  for  Monaco,  the  prince 
of  which  (who  was  perfonally  ac¬ 
quainted  with  his  royal  highnefs 
in  his  former  tour  to  Italy)  was 
waiting  there  in  expectation  of 
the  honour  of  a  vifit  from  him  ; 
and  the  duke  was  the  rather  in¬ 
clined  to  accelerate  his  journey  thi¬ 
ther,  as  in  that  prince’s  palace  he 
might  naturally  look  for  an  aflift- 
ance  and  accommodation  fupe- 
rior  to  what  he  could  reafonably 
hope  to  meet  with  in  common 
places. 

The  weather  happened  to  be 
uncommonly  hot,  which  not  a  lit¬ 
tle  incommoded  his  royal  high- 
nefs  :  he  neverthelefs  arrived  at 
Monaco  in  good  fpirits,  but  yet 
feverifh,  and  with  an  head  ach  ; 
the  latter  of  which  he  imputed 
principally  to  the  intenfe  heat  of 
the  fun  that  whole  day.  The  next 
day  the  duke  was  worfe,  and  took 
to  his  bed  entirely.  In  hopes  of 
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a  recovery,  and  unwilling  to  urt- 
neceflarily  alarm  the  king,  his 
royal  parent,  and  relations,  the 
duke  enjoined  his  attendants  on 
no  account  to  write  concerning 
his  illnefs  to  England.  All  poffi- 
ble  advice  and  afliflance  was  given, 
but  to  no  purpofe  ;  the  fever  was 
unconquerable.  His  royal  high¬ 
nefs  now  faw  the  danger  of  his 
fltuation  ;  and  he  faw  it  with  a 
fortitude  and  reflgnation  rarely  to 
be  met  with,  where  bloom  of 
youth  and  dignity  of  ftation  are 
united !  Convinced  that,  without 
fome  unexpected  turn  in  his  dis¬ 
temper,  he  mu  ft  die,  his  royal 
highnefs,  with  the  utmofl  calm- 
ncfs  and  compofure  of  mind,  ad¬ 
jured  every  ftep  confequent  of  the 
fatal  event  himfelf.  His  royal 
highnefs  ordered  that  Capt.  Wrot- 
teily  fhould  bring  the  news  to 
England,  and  in  what  method  it 
fhould  be  difclofed.  The  captain 
was  firfl  to  wait  on  Mr.  Le  Grand, 
of  Spring-gardens,  and  with  him 
to  go  to  Leicefler  houfe,  and  then 
to  Gloucefter  houfe,  and,  having 
communicated  the  event  to  the 
dukes  his  brothers,  to  proceed  to 
their  majefties,  fubmitting  it  to 
the  king  and  queen  in  what  man¬ 
ner  and  by  whom  it  fhould  be  im¬ 
parted  to  his  royal  parent.  After 
his  royal  highnefs  had  fettled  this 
arrangement,  he  feemed  remark¬ 
ably  eafy.  He  declared  himfelf 
perfectly  refigned  to  the  divine 
will  ;  and  he  fpoke  of  his  diflblu- 
tion  with  all  the  piety  and  refolu- 
tion  of  a  Chriftian  and  a  man  ;  aCt- 
ing  up  to  thofe  exalted  characters 
to  his  latefl  breath.  His  royal  high¬ 
nefs,  through  the  mercy  of  the  great 
Creator,  was  feniible  to  his  laft 
moment ;  and  xhe  very  morning 
of  his  death  dictated  a  letter  to 

their 
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their  majefties,  his  illuftrious  pa¬ 
rent,  and  the  royal  family  ;  defir¬ 
ing  the  writer  to  expedite  it,  as  he 
had  but  a  few  minutes  to  fpare, 
and  thofe  to  employ  in  ftill  more 
momentous  concerns. 

Before  his  royal  highnefs  died, 
we  are  told,  that  he  ordered  all 
the  gentlemen  of  his  retinue  to 
his  bed  fide,  where  he  took  a  very 
affectionate  leave  of  them  ;  and 
defired  that,  as  he  could  not  pof- 
fibly  live  many  hours  longer,  his 
bl i Iters  might  be  taken  off  to  give 
him  a  little  eafe  in  his  laft  mo¬ 
ments;  which,  it  is  faid,  was  done 
accordingly. 

The  following  paragraph  is  faid 
to  be  extracted  from  a  letter  writ¬ 
ten  by  col.  St.  John  (dated  at  Mo¬ 
naco  the  17th  ult.)  to  his  royal 
highnefs  the  duke  of  Gloucefter. 
— *  The  inclofed  letter  is  of  your 
royal  brother’s  inditing:  and  which 
he  affeCtingly  defired  me  to  go  on 
with  as  fall:  as  ever  1  was  able,  left 
his  fenfes  fhould  fail  him  before  I 
got  to  the  end.’ 

Among  many  other  particulars 
related  upon  this  melancholy  oc¬ 
casion,  the  following  feem  alfo  to 
be  authenticated.  ‘  His  royal 
highnefs  had  not  taken  to  his 
bed  above  two  or  three  days  be¬ 
fore  col.  Morrifon  alfo  found  him- 
felf  exceeding  ill.  The  duke  in¬ 
filled  on  the  colonel’s  declining 
his  attendance  on  him,  and  that 
he  fhould  keep  his  own  chamber. 
The  colonel  humbly  begged  per- 
miilion  to  continue  in  the  per¬ 
formance  of  his  duty.  His  royal 
highnefs,  neverthelefs,  was  frill 
very  preffing  ;  molt  amiably  and 
benevolently  urging,  «  Morrifon, 
thy  life  is  of  much  confequence, 
the  prefervation  of  it  is  of  more 
importance  than  mine ;  you  have 


a  family,  (the  colonel  is  married, 
and  has  lix  children)  be  careful  of 
your  health  for  their  fakes.’  How¬ 
ever,  col.  Morrifon  importuned  fo 
lirongly,  that  the  duke,  at  length, 
acquiefced.  His  royal  highnefs 
had  a  very  high  opinion  of  James’s 
fever-powder,  and  lamented  the 
omitting  having  fome  along  with 
him.  In  this  dilemma  fomebody 
recollected  that  captain  Schutz,  an 
Englifh  gentleman  who  had  been 
fome  time  in  Italy  for  the  recovery 
of  his  health,  had  mentioned  the 
having  fome  with  him.  An  ex» 
prefs  was  immediately  difpatched 
to  the  captain,  which  returned  in 
a  day  or  two  with  a  pacquet  of  it. 
The  fir  ft  do;e  had  a  very  good  ef¬ 
fect,  cauftng  a  mod  plentiful  per- 
fpiration  ;  the  fecond  dofe  was 
given,  but  no  good  confequence 
enfued  ;  the  diforder  increafed. 
After  a  proper  interval,  his  royal 
highnefs  defired  to  have  a  third, 
declaring  he  fhould  cherifh  no  far¬ 
ther  expectations  of  life,  if  that 
fhould  likewife  fail.  The  third  dofe 
was  unhappily  (for  what  medicine 
is  infallible  1)  as  unfuccefsful  as 
the  preceding  one,  the  fever  having 
gained  too  great  an  afcendancy. 
His  royal  highnefs  was  defirous 
of  being  attended  by  a  Froteftant 
clergyman,  and  expreffes  were  fent 
to  feveral  fea-ports,  diftant  as  well 
as  neighbouring,  in  hopes  of  meet¬ 
ing  with  fome  fnips  of  commo¬ 
dore  Spry’s  fquadron,  on  board 
of  which  might  be  a  chaplain  ; 
but  the  fearc’n  was  fruitlefs.  Se¬ 
veral  portions  of  Scripture,  par¬ 
ticularly  from  the  Pfalms,  and 
many  of  them  of  the  duke’s  own 
.pointing  out,  were  however -read, 
at  various  times,  to  his  royal  high¬ 
nefs. 

The  morning  his  royal  high¬ 
ly  3  neft 


1 34]  ANNUAL 

nefs  died,  he  called  Mr.  Mur¬ 
ray,  his  hrft  page,  to  his  bediide  ; 
hie  alked  him  Tome  queftions,  gave 
Ilim  fome  particular  diredtions  and 
advice,  and  took  a  moving  leave 
of  him;  even  in  dying,  his  royal 
highnefs  ftiewed  the  molt  zealous 
affedtion  for  him  :  (  Ah,  Murray  ! 
(faid  he)  thou  wilt  lofe  thy  m af¬ 
ter  !’ 

An  order  was  fent  to  the  mana¬ 
gers  of  both  theatres  to  fufpend 
adting  on  account  of  the  death  of 
the  duke  of  York. 

His  majefty’s  fh ip  Montreal  fet 
fail  from  Villa  Franca,  for  Eng¬ 
land,  with  the  remains  of  his 
R.  H.  the  d  uke  of  York. 

The  order  for  the  mourning'  is 
the  fame  as  it  was  for  the  late  duke 
of  Cumberland. 

^  At  the  anniverfary  meet- 
3C  n*  ing  of  the  college  of  phy fi - 
cians.  Sir  William  Browne  refigned 
the  chair,  and  propofed  Dr. Thomas 
Lawrence  to  be  prefident  for  the 
year  enfuing,  who  was  accordingly 
eledted  ;  as  were  alfo  Dr.  Afkew, 
Dr.  Munckley,  Dr.  Thomas,  and 
Dr.  Brooke,  c colors  ;  Dr.  Hinck¬ 
ley,  treasurer;  and  Dr.  Afkew,  re- 
gifter.  On  this  occafion  the  licen¬ 
tiates  demanded  admittance,  which 
was  not  complied  with.  A  fmith 
was  offered  ten  guineas,  and  an  in¬ 
demnification  of  300 1.  to  force  the 
gates  ;  which  he  refufed. 

Several  inn-keepers  have,  dur¬ 
ing  the  courfe  of  this  month,  been 
informed  againft  for  not  having  the 
word  Wine  put  over  their  doors, 
according  to  a 61  of  parliament. 
The  penalty  is  30s. 

The  following  is  faid  to  be  the 
caufe  of  the  late  difputes  in  War- 
wick-lane. 

The  colleges  of  phvficians  in 
London,  Dublin,  and  Edinburgh, 
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are  by  charter  inveded  with  a 
power  of  calling  before  them  all 
phyficians,  not  educated  at  the  re- 
fpedtive  uni  vein  ties,  who  pradtife 
phyfic  within  their  precincts  ;  to 
examine,  and,  if  found  duly  qua¬ 
lified,  to  licenfe  them.  It  was. 
always,  until  of  late,  underftood, 
that  fuch  licentiates  had  no  right 
to  demand  admiffion  to  fellowfhips ; 
and  that,  whenever  this  was  done, 
it  was  not  granted  in  compliance 
with  a  claim,  but  conferred  fpe- 
ciali  gratia.  Upon  thofe  occafions 
the  college  of  London  made  ufei 
of  the  expedient  of  procuring,  for 
fuch  licentiate,  a  mandamus  de¬ 
gree  from  Oxford  or  Cambridge, 
which  in ti tied  him  to  a  feat  as  fel¬ 
low. 

Though  fuch  favours  were  be¬ 
llowed  but  fparingly,  the  licen¬ 
tiates  Teemed  to  acquiefce  under 
regulations  which  were  fuppofed 
to  be  warranted  by  charter:  but 
the  fellow's  having  lately  enadled 
a  bye-law,  excluding  from  all  pro- 
fpedt  of  being  fellows,  fuch  of  the 
licentiates  as  had  at  any  time 
pradtifed  forgery  :  (though  it  ap¬ 
pears  from  formers  lilts  of  the  Lon¬ 
don  fellows,  that  this  was  not  al¬ 
ways  coniidered  as  a  fuffeient  ob¬ 
jection)  the  licentiates  were  alarm¬ 
ed  and  offended  at  the  liigma 
fixed  on  a  number  of  their  mem¬ 
bers,  many  of  whom  bear  a  very 
diftrnguiihed  rank  in  medical  re¬ 
putation  and  practice ;  and  being 
affured  by  their  council,  learned 
in  the  law,  that  their  previous  ad- 
miffion  as  licentiates  gave  them  a 
claim  to  fejlowfhips,  they  have 
taken  the  extraordinary  method, 
taken  notice  of  in  the  public  pa¬ 
pers,  of  vindicating  and  afferting 
this  their  fuppofed  claim.  How 
far  this  claim  is  founded  in  j  u  It  ice, 

or 
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m*  whether  it  can  be  fupported  by 
law,  the  event  alone  mud  deter¬ 
mine. 

On  the  8th  of  this  month,  in  the 
evening,  the  duke  de  St.  Elizabeth, 
the  Neapolitan  ambaffador  extra¬ 
ordinary,  went  in  date  to  thecadle 
of'Sconbrun.  He  was  firh  admit¬ 
ted  to  an  audience  of  the  emperor, 
and  then  to  that  of  the  emprefs- 
queen,  of  whom  he  made  a  folemn 
demand  of  the  archduchefs  Maria- 
Jofepha  in  marriage  for  the  king 
his  matter.  After  this,  her  royal 
highnefs  was  introduced  into  the 
audience  chamber,  on  which  fhe 
made  a  deep  curtefy  to  her  augud 
mother,  who  informed  her  fhe  had 
given  her  confent  to  the  demand 
that  had  been  made.  Then  the 
archduchefs  received  from  the  am- 
baffador  a  letter  from  his  Sicilian 
majefty,  and  a  picture  of  that  mo¬ 
narch,  which  was  immediately 
fattened  to  her  royal  highnefs’s 
bread  by  the  miftrefs  of  her  houfe- 
hold,  the  countefs  of  Lerchenfeld, 
There  was  a  ball  at  night,  opened 
by  the  emperor  and  the  future 
queen,  and  afterwards  a  fupper  of 
feverai  tables. 

They  write  from  Florence,  that 
fhe  preat  duke  and  duchefs  have 
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now  fixed- their  refidence  for  the 
winter  in  the  palace  in  town,  where 
all  the  difpofitions  have  been  made 
for  the  reception  of  the  emperor 
and  queen  of  Naples,  whofe  fuite 
is  fo  great,  that  apartments  in  four 
large  convents,  as  well  as  many 
others  in  private  houfes,  have  been 
appropriated  for  them. 

Mount  Vefuvius  has  been  much 
agitated  of  late,  continually  throw- 
ing  up  great  quantities  of  inflamed 
matter  with  explofions ;  and  though 
it  has  been  rather  more  quiet  for 
the fe  two  days  pail,  it  is  thought 
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the  firft  rains  will  increafe  the  fer¬ 
mentation,  and  that  it  will  dif- 
charge  itfelf  in  a  lava.  The  afhes 
and  dones,  which  it  has  thrown  up, 
have  added  at  lead  flxty  feet  to  the 
height  of  the  mountain  flnee  the  end 
of  j  une  lad. 

On  the  28th  inftant  the  queen 
of  Denmark  was  formally  declared 
to  be  with  child  ;  and  orders  were 
given  accordingly  for  public  pray¬ 
ers  to  be  offered  up  to  heaven  for 
her  happy  delivery. 

The  court  of  Spain  has  been 
greatly  alarmed  by  a  misfortune 
which  happened  on  the  7th  indant 
to  the  prince  of  Adurias,  who  fell 
with  his  horfe,  and  diilocated  his 
fhoulder  ;  but  it  was  icon  after  fet, 
and  his  Royal  Highnefs  blooded  ; 
fo  that  no  bad  confequence  is  ap¬ 
prehended. 

Died,  in  Maryland,  Francis 
Ange,  aged  134  years.  He  was 
born  at  Stratford  upon  Avon,  re¬ 
membered  the  death  of  K.  Charles  I. 
and  left  England  foon  after.  At 
the  age  of  130  he  was  in  perfect 
health  ;  his  wife,  aged  80,  had  a 
fon  by  him  not  then  27  years  old  ; 
and,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  his 
faculties  were  perfect,  and  his  me¬ 
mory  drong. 

At  Sunbury,  Mrs.  Fulcher,  aged 
100  years.  ' 

At  Abinghall  in  Gloucederfhire, 
]ohn  James,  aged  101  years. 

At  Wooton  Baffet,  John  Haynes, 
aged  105  years. 

At  Greenwich,  Downes  Tvvy- 
ford,  Efq;  aged  100  years. 

At  Cobham  in  Surry,  Robert 
Forreft,  aged  100  years. 

Robert  Partin,  aged  93  years, 
one  of  the  elded  pilots  in  Eng¬ 
land. 

Elizabeth  Parker,  near  Moor- 
fields,  aged  103.  When  young, 
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Hie  was  ftolen  from  her  parents, 
her  eyes  put  out,  and  carried  a- 
bout  by  two  beggars  to  move  cha¬ 
rity. 


OCTOBER, 
j.  The  parliament,  which 
1  *  hood  prorogued  to  the  7th 
infiant,  was  farther  prorogued  to 
Tuefday  the  24th  of  November, 
then  to  fit  for  the  difpatch  of  bufi- 
nefs. 

A  fteward  belonging  to  M.  Buf* 
fy,  of  France,  has  dilappeared, 
after  robbing  him  of  5  or  600,000 
livres. 

At  Retford  fair,  in  Netting- 
hamfhire,  the  prices  of  new  hops 
were  from  9I.  to  30 1.  17s.  6d. 

Agnes  Doughal  was  found  guil¬ 
ty,  at  the  feffions  of  judiciary  for 
Glafgow,  of  cutting  her  child’s 
throat  ;  but  fome  difpute  arifing 
between  the  fheriff  of  the  county 
and  the  magiftrates  of  the  city, 
concerning  the  right  of  attending 
her  execution,  the  fame  has  been 
fufpended. 

We  have  the  following  extra¬ 
ordinary  account  from  Winburne 
in  Dorfetihire.  A  few  days  ago 
died  here  Roger  Gill,  fhoemaker, 
and  one  of  our  finging-men,  aged 
about  67,  remarkable  for  chewing 
his  meat  or  cud  twice  over,  as  an 
ox,  Bleep,  or  cow,  &c.  As  it  is 
very  lingular,  his  cafe  will  be 
fome  what  amufing  to  the  reader. 
He  feldom  made  any  break  faft  in 
his  latter  days;  he  generally  dined 
about  twelve  or  one  o'clock,  eat 
pretty  heartily  and  quickly,  with¬ 
out  much  chewing  or  maitication. 
He  never  drank  with  his  dinner, 
but  afterwards  about  a  pint  of  fuch 
malt  liquors  as  he  could  get  ;  but 
no  fort  of  fpirituous  liquor  in  any 


fhape,  except  a  little  punch,  but 
never  cared  for  that.  He  ufualiy 
began  his  fecond  chewing  about 
a  quarter  or  half  an  hour,  fome- 
times  later,  after  dinner  ;  when 
ever  morfel  came  up  fucceffively, 
fweeter  and  fweeter  to  the  tafte. 
Sometimes  a  morfel  would  prove 
often  live  and  crude,  in  which  cale 
he  fpit  it  out.  The  chewing  con¬ 
tinued  ufualiy  about  an  hour  or 
more,  and  fometimes  would  leave 
him  a  little  while,  in  which  cafe 
he  would  be  fick  at  ftomach,  trou¬ 
bled  with  the  heart- burn,  foul 
breath,  &c.  fmoaking  tobacco 
would  fometimes  flop  his  chew¬ 
ing,  but  was  never  attended  with, 
any  ill  confequence.  But  on  the 
10th  of  June  laft  this  faculty  en¬ 
tirely  left  him,  and  the  poor  man 
remained  in  great  tortures  till  the 
time  of  his  death. 

The  managers  ot  the  thea-  ^ 
tres  received  an  order  for  open- 
in g  them  again  on  Monday. 

His  Pruffian  majeily  fent 
the  order  of  the  black  eagle 
of  Pruffia,  with  a  line  diamond 
Par  (valued  at  40,000!.)  to  his  Se-^ 
rene  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  O-. 
range  ;  and  in  the  evening  the 
marriage  cf  her  royal  highnefs  the 
Princefs  Frederica-Sophia-  Wilhel- 
mina  of  Pruffia,  with  that  Prince, 
was  folemni^ed  in  the  palace  at 
Berlin,  when  the  nuptial  bene¬ 
diction  was  given  by  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Sack,  fir  ft  chaplain  to  the  king 
of  Pruffia.  The  entertainments, 
that  fucceeded,  were  fplendid,  gays 
and  magnificent. 

The  extraordinary  diet  of  Po¬ 
land  was  opened  with  the  ufual 
folemnity.  The  king  made  a 
pathetic  fpeech,  exhorting  them 
to  concord.  They  fat  till  four  id 
the  afternoon  ;  met  again  the  next 
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day  ;  but  as  the  affair  of  the  Difli- 
dents  came  upon  the  carpet,  they 
adjourned. 

A  great  fnow  fell  in  the  Peake 
in  Derbyfhire,  which  lay  13  inches 
deep  upon  the  ground. 

At  a  court  of  aldermen,  a 
reprefentation  from  Sir  The¬ 
odore  Janffen,  city  chamberlain, 
praying  leave  to  appoint  a  deputy 
for  a  few  weeks,  his  phyficians 
having  advifed  him  to  go  to  Bath, 
for  the  recovery  of  his  health, 
was  taken  into  confideration  ;  when 
it  was  determined  that  the  court 
could  not  empower  any  fubftitute 
to  exercife  the  magisterial  part  of 
that  office. 

The  fir  ft  done  of  the  intended 
bridge  over  the  river  Tyne,  at 
Hexham,  was  laid  by  Sir  Walter 
Blackett,  who  walked  at  the  head 
of  the  proceffion  of  the  principal 
gentlemen,  freeholders,  and  free- 
mafons  of  that  town  and  neigh¬ 
bourhood,  from  the  market-place 
to  Tyne-Green,  with  colours  dy¬ 
ing,  drums  beating,  &c.  and  the 
bells  kept  ringing.  After  the  ce¬ 
remony  of  fixing  the  done,  the  gen¬ 
tlemen  returned  in  the  like  order, 
and  were  genercufly  invited  to  an 
elegant  entertainment  at  the  Ab¬ 
bey,  provided  by  Sir  Walter. 

This  day  the  Jewish  fead  of  ta¬ 
bernacles  commenced. 
gt^  They  have  had  the  greated 
flood  at  Manchefter  ever 
known.  The  rivers  Merfey  and 
Irvvel  overflowed  feveral  fields  on 
each  fide  their  banks;  large  quan¬ 
tities  of  hay  and  corn  were  borne 
away,  and  the  damage  fudained 
at  Salford- Quay,  in  fugars,  spiri¬ 
tuous  liquors,  aye-duff,  &c.  da¬ 
maged  and  dedroyed,  is  fuppofed 
to  amount  to  feveral  hundred 
pounds.  'His  grace  the  duke  of 


Bridgewater’s  canal  received  no 
damage.  At  Stratford,  the  bridge 
belonging  to  the  caffoon,  was  forced 
from  its  foundation,  and  the  rub- 
bifh  going  along  with  the  water, 
was  left  upon  the  adjacent  fields, 
and  quite  altered  their  appearance. 
At  Bolen,  the  bridge  which  carried 
the  canal  over  that  river,  had  one 
third  part  carried  away,  but  no 
other  material  damage  enfued;  the 
works  at  this  place  are  reckoned  as 
grand  as  thofe  at  Worfley,  and  the 
damage  done  at  the  two  places,  is 
computed  at  about  2000 1. 

A  letter  is  juft  publifhed  at  Paris, 
from  Don  Emanuel  d’Amas,  vice¬ 
roy  of  Peru,  to  the  king  of  Spain, 
bearing  date  the  6th  of  September, 
1766,  by  which  he  informs  his 
Catholic  Majefty,  c  chat  the  Jefuic 
Prieftshave  a  vvarehoufe  in  the  city 
of  Lima,  where  molt  of  the  agents 
of  South  America  refide,  and  whi¬ 
ther  all  forts  of  merchandize  are 
fent  for  fale  in  that  country ;  and 
that  they  have  like  warehoufes  in 
the  other  cities,  in  order  to  car¬ 
ry  on  an  univerfal,  and,  indeed, 
anexclufive  commerce ;  for,  paying- 
no  contribution,  and  being  at  very 
little  expence,  they  find  a  quick 
fale  for  their  goods,  and  take  ready 
money  ;  leaving  only  for  the  lay- 
merchants  the  debts  and  failures  of 
thofe  who  purchafe  on  credit/  In 
fhort,  the  griefs  contained  in  the 
viceroy’s  letter,  joined  to  the  dif¬ 
ficulties  the  king  of  Portugal  met 
with  when  he  attempted  to  reform 
the  Jefuits,  might  have  been  alone 
fufficient  to  oblige  his  Catholic 
Majefty  to  get  rid  of  fo  irreligious 
and  prejudicial  a  body. 

The  jufticiary  rotation  for 
Southwark  was  opened  at  the 
Town-hall  on  St.  Margaret’s-hill, 
by  which  regulation  one  juftice 

will 
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will  be  in  attendance  from  ten  in 
the  morning  to  one  in  the  after¬ 
noon,  every  day  in  the  week,  Sun¬ 
days  excepted. 

The  new  hpfpita-1  near  Pancras 
W?-s  opened  for  the  reception  of 
patients  to  be  inoculated  for  the 
fraall-pox. 

The  high  fro  ft  y  winds,  and  great 
fall  of  rain,  have  retarded  the  liar- 
veil  fo  much  in  the  north,  that  great 
quantities  pf  oats,  peafe,  and 
beans,  were  this  day  in  the  neigh- 
bburhood  of  Newcaftle,  uncut. 
Cheviot-hills,  and  the  high  lands 
to  the  well  end  of  that  town,  were 
two  days  before  covered  with  fnow, 
and  an  exceflive  rain  on  the  9th 
railed  the  Tyne  many  feet. 

They  write  from  Birmingham 
that  there  fell  fp  great  a  quantity 
of  fnow  on  the  hills  in  Derby  dr  ire 
and  Chefhire,  that  on  its  melting 
it.  caufed  great  floods  in  thole  parts, 
particularly  lailThurfday  at  North- 
witch  the  waters  were  fo  high,  that 
the  inhabitants  went  about  the 
ftreets  in  boats. 

nth  ri  he  court  of  France  vvent 
into  mourning  1  1  days  for 
the  duke,  of  York.— Ga?. 

,  T  his  morning  about  two  o’clock 
a  fire  broke  out  at  Mr.  Pitt’s,  a 
grocer,  in  High  Kolbom,  which 
in  a  fhort  time  entirely  confu tri¬ 
ed  the  fame,  with  all  the  flock  in 
trade,  and  the  adjoining  houfe, 
and  greatly  damaged  five  others. 
The  flames  were  fo  rapid,  that 
the  inhabitants  had  but  juft  time 
to  efcape  with  their  lives  ;  a 
maid  fervant  and  a  boy  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  grocer  being  miffing,  it 
is  feared  they  perifhed  in  the 
flames. 

They  write  from  Leeds,  thatlaft 
Thurfday  morning  they  had  the 
largeft  flood  that  has  been  known  in 
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that  neighbourhood  for  many  y ears* 
occafioned  by  an  exceflive  fall  of 
rain  weft  ward  of  them  the  preced¬ 
ing  day  and  night,  by  which  a  deal 
of  damage  was  done  to  the  lands 
adjoining  to  the  river.— But  the  da¬ 
mage  was  much  more  confiderable 
upon  the  river  C  adder,  where  the 
rile  was  fo  great  and  fudden,  that 
feverai  perfons  were  obliged  tq 
climb  into  trees  to  fave  themfelves 
from  being  carried  away  by  the 
torrent  i  the  new  navigation  from 
Wakefield  to  Hal  li  fax  has  fuftered 
much  ;  and  the  crops  pf  feverai 
whole  fields  of  oats  and  beans  in  that 
neighbourhood  are  entirely  fwept 
away  —One  perfon  at  Penifton  has 
loft  near  2 pi.  worth  of  oats  ;  and 
the  accounts  received  of  the  da¬ 
mage  done  in  fevera!  other  parts  of 
the  country,  by  this  inundation, 
are  almoft  incredible. 

Letters  alfo  from  Denbighfhire 
in  North-Wales,  Sheffield,  Stock- 
port,  Stratford,  and  Warrington, 
mention  incredible  damage  to  have 
been  fuftained  in  thofe  parts  from 
very  great  and  extraordinary 
floods. 

1  he  prince  Stadtholder 
having  notified  in  form  the  1 
completion,  of  his  marriage  with 
the  princefs  Wilhelrhina  of  Pruffia, 
to  the  different  colleges  of  the  go¬ 
vernment  refiding  here,  that  agree¬ 
able  event  was  yefterday  made 
known  at  the  Plague  by  the  firing 
of  cannon,  difplaying  of  flags,  and 
by  other  demonftrations  of  joy  ; 
and  prince  Lewis  of  Brunfwick 
gave  an  entertainment  upon  the 
occafion  to  a  great  number  of  the 
principal  perfons  of  the  couatrv. 
Their  ferene  and  royal  highnefles. 
the  prince  and  princefs  of  Orange, 
were  to  leave  Berlin  yefterday  ;  and, 
as  they  will  reft  at  Pqtzdam,  Brunf¬ 
wick, 
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wick.  Loo,  and  Soefdyck,  in  their 
way  home,  they  are  not  expected 
at  the  houfe  in  the  wood  before 
the  3d  of  November,  when  the  re¬ 
joicings  here  will  begin  again. 
The  dates  of  Friefland  have  fet 
the  example  to  the  other  provinces, 
by  voting  an  annuity  to  the  prin- 
cefs  of  Orange  ;  and  it  is  probable 
that  other  prefents  will  be  made 
by  other  provinces,  to  fhew  their 
fatisfadlion  upon  this  occafion. 

Four  human  fkeletons  were  dug 
up  in  a  gravel-pit  in  Barnfby-field, 
near  Pocklington,  in  Yorldhire  ; 
three  were  without  coffins,  the 
fourth  was  inelofed  in  a  coffin, 
with  an  urn  at  the  head,  after  the 
manner  of  the  ancient  Romans,  on 
the  outiide  of  which  were  engraved 
feveral  ancient  charafters  :  The 
coffin  mouldered  into  dull  as  foon 
as  expofed  to  the  air. 

His  excellency  lord  vifcount 
Townffiend,  lord  lieutenant  of  Ire¬ 
land,  arrived  at  Dublin,  and  was 
received  by  the  lord  mayor,  alder¬ 
men,  fhe riffs,  and  commons,  in 
their  formalities. 

1  th  William  Gueft,  for  filing 
+  '  guineas  ;  John  Spires  and 

William  Bryan,  for  the  highway  ; 
and  Thomas  Davis,  for  burglary, 
were  executed-  at  Tyburn.  Mr. 
Gueff  was  drawn  in  a  fledge  to  the 
gallows,  and  after  the  three  others 
were  tied  up,  he  got  into  the  cart  ; 
he  was  not  tied  up  immediately, 
but  was  indulged  to  pray  on  his 
knees,  attended  by  the  ordinary, 
and  another  clergyman  of  the 
church  of  England  :  He  joined  in 
pra  yers  with  the  clergyman  with 
the  greateffc  devotion,  and  his  whole 
deportment  was  fo  pious,  grave, 
manly,  and  folemn,  as  to  draw 
tears  from  the  greateft  part  of  the 
numerous  fpeftacors. 


The  archduchefs  Maria 
Jofepha,  the  intended  queen 
of  Naples,  died  of  the  fmall-pox* 
at  the  caftle  of  Schonbrun  near 
Vienna.  She  was  taken  ill  the  4th 
inftant,  and  there  were  the  greateft 
hopes  of  her  recovery  a  few  days 
ago  ;  but  laft  night,  the  diftemper 
took  a  fudden  and  fatal  turn.  The 
pock,  which  had  never  filled  as  it 
ihould  do,  funk  and  ftruck  in,  and 
there  foon  appeared  manifeft  indi¬ 
cations  of  an  inward  mortification. 
This  day,  about  feven  o’clock  in 
the  evening,  fhe  expired,  after  a 
long  and  painful  agony.  She  bad 
frequent  lucid  intervals,  knew  the 
danger,  and  met  her  fate  with  the 
calmeft  fortitude,  feeming  to  feel 
nothing  fo  much  as  the  affii&ion 
ihe  caufed,  which  ftie  endeavoured 
to  alleviate,  by  repeatedly  begging 
the  emperor  and  emprefs  (who  con¬ 
tinued  with  her  till  the  lall  mo¬ 
ment)  to  remember,  that  at  any 
rate  fne  was  foon  to  have  been  fe- 
parated  from  them  for  ever. 

At  Wayhill  fair,  which  ,  , 
ended  this  day,  hops  fold  1  C  * 
from  81.  to  12  1.  and  fome  as  high 
as  1 4 1 .  Many,  however,  remained 
unfold. 

The  lord  mayor,  iheriffs,  and 
commons  of  Dublin,  came  to  the 
following  refolution,  That  the  ob¬ 
taining  a  law  for  limiting  the  du¬ 
ration  of  parliament,  under  pro¬ 
per  qualifications,  would  be  of  the 
high  eft  advantage  to  that  kingdom 
in  general,  and  to  the  city  ofDub- 
lin  in  particular;  and  that  it  will 
be  advifeable  for  that  city  to  take 
all  conftitutional  meafures  for  the 
procuring  fuch  a  law. 

'Fhe  journeymen  weavers  in 
Spi tal- fields  have  aflembled  in  a 
riotous  manner,  cut  the  work  out 
of  feveral  looms,  and  done  other 
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damage  on  account  of  the  prices  of 
their  work  being  reduced.  The 
guards  were  called  in  to  quell  the 
rioters,  but  the  damage  they  had 
done  is  faid  to  exceed  1000L 
There  died  lately,  at  his  houfe 
in  Wapping,  aged  84  years,  the 
noted  Mr.  Daniel  Day  ;  equally 
remarkable  as  an  humorift,  and  for 
hts  great  (kill  in  mechanics.  He 
was' the  frit  promoter  and  founder 
of  Fair  Lop  fair  in  Hannault  foreft, 
in  the  county  of  Effiex,  which  was 
held  the  fir  ft  Friday  in  July,  every 
year;  where  he  has  for  forty  years 
eat  beans  and  bacon,  under  a  cer¬ 
tain  tree ;  he  conftantly  walked  to 
and  from,  while  his  ftrength  would 
admit  ;  his  drefs  was  a  blue  ferge 
waiftcoat  and  breeches  embroider¬ 
ed  with  needle-work  :  the  laft  eight 
years,  as  he  grew  feeble,  he  v/ent 
in  a  coach  attended  by  a  fidler. 
He  endeavoured  *  to  make  the  fair 
ftatute,  but  could  not  fucceed,  or 
would  have  been  buried  under  the 
tree,  and  ordered  a  monument  to 
his  memory  ;  but  to  ftiow  his  great 
regard  for  the  tree,  and  its  Situa¬ 
tion,  he  procured  a  iimb,  of  which 
has  been  made  a  coffin,  which  he 
has  had  by  him  many  years,  in 
which  he  often  ufed  to  lie  down, 
to  fee  if  it  fitted  him.  He  has  or¬ 
dered  his  body  to  be  laid  in  Bark¬ 
ing  church-yard,  (the  pariih  in 
which  the  tree  is)  to  be  carried 
by  water  attended  by  his  men, 
with  white  gloves  and  aprons,  each 
man  to  have  2  s.  and  6  d.  and  a  full 
pot.  His  fortune,  which  was  ea- 
fy,  he  kept  in  the  bank,  as  he  al¬ 
ways  declared  againft  in  ter  eh  for 
money,  and  ufed  to  quote  a  paffage 
out  of  the  pfalms,  “  he  chat  put- 
teth  not  out  his  money  to  ufury, 
nor  taketh  reward  againft  the  in¬ 


nocent,  he  that  doth  thefe  things 
fh all  never  be  moved. >f 

Ham  mills,  near  New-  .  ^ 
bery,  Berks,  were  burnt  to 
the  water’s  edge,  fuppofed  to  be 
malicioufiy  fet  on  fire.  The  da¬ 
mage  is  eftimated  at  20C0I. 

A  dreadful  fire  broke  out  about 
midnight  on  the  26th  of  Septem¬ 
ber,  at  Conftantinople  at  the  houfe 
of  a  Milanefe  taylor,  who  periffied 
in  the  dames,  which  fpread  and 
raged  with  great  violence  for  fix 
hours,  notwithftanding  the  grand 
fignor,  grand,  vizir,  and  great  of¬ 
ficers  of  the  Porte,  a  (lifted  in  giving 
orders,  and  encouraging  the  .fire¬ 
men  and  janiftaries  with  money,  to 
exert  their  utmoft  efforts  for  extin- 
guifhing  the  flames.  Their  pro¬ 
gress  was  flopped  on  one  fide  of 
the  way  at  the  church  and  convent 
of  St.  Anthony,  being  a  ftone 
building,  and  at  the  other  by  the 
vacancy  of  an  houfe,  which  had 
not  been  rebuilt  after  a  former 
fire.  If  it  had  not  been  a  very 
calm  night,  the  whole  fuburb, 
which  is  of  large  extent,  would 
probably  have  been  laid  in  affies. 
Fifty  houfes  are  entirely  confumed, 
moft  ot  them  large  ones,  inhabited 
chiefly  by  Frank  merchants,  and 
by  Drugomen,  with  fome  (hops. 
The  palaces  of  the  Dutch  ambaflfa- 
dor,  the  Neapolitan  envoy,  and 
the  Ruffian  refldent,  two  houfes  of 
the  Englifh  factory,  and  a  fmall 
Roman  Catholic  convent,  were 
burnt  down. 

James  Brownrigg,  and 
John  his  fon,  were  tried  at 
Guildhall,  on  two  feparate  indict¬ 
ments,  for  affaulting,  whipping, 
and  ill-treating  Mary  Mitchell,  the 
(urviving  apprentice  girl  of  the 
(aid  James;  when  they  were  both 
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found  guilty,  and  recommitted  to 
Newgate,  in  order  to  receive  fen- 
tence  at  the  enfuing  feffions  at  the 
Old  Bailey.  The  jury  recommend¬ 
ed  the  father  to  mercy.  The  fort 
appeared  to  be  very  ill  and  weak, 
and  fo  deaf,  that  it  was  with  much 
difficulty  jhe  could  be  made  to  un¬ 
derhand  the  queftions  put  to  him. 

Two  time-pieces,  or  fea- watches, 
one  made  by  M.  le  Roi,  the  other 
by  Mr.  Berthaud,  were  examined 
and  compared  before  the  royal  aca¬ 
demy  at  Paris,  with  the  principles 
of  that  made  by  Mr.  Harrifon  of 
London,  and  the  preference,  as 
might  be  expected,  given  to  the 
French  watches. 

A  perfon  in  the  neighbourhood 

of  Ply  mouth  having  loft  fome 

calves,  upon  opening  them  found 

the  paflages  full  of  worms. 

The  focietv  for  the  en- 
✓ 

couragement  of  arts,  manu¬ 
factures,  and  commerce,  came  to  a 
relolution  to  give  Mr.  Phillips  one 
hundred  pounds  for  his  important 
difcoveries  of  the  method  of  dying 
leather  red  and  yellow;  the  colours 
are  allowed  to  be  fuperior  to  any 
imported  from  Morocco  or  Lifbon, 
and  upon  repeated  experiments  are 
found  to  be  more  durable. 

j  The  feffions  ended  at  the 
Old  Bailey.  At  this  feffions 
7  received  fentence 'of  death  ;  one, 
tranfportation  for  14  years;  30, 
for  feven  years  ;  4  to  be  whipped, 
and  3  fined  and  imprifoned.  — 
James  Brownrigg  and  John  his 
fon,  were  fentenced  to  pay  a  fine 
of  1  s.  each,  and  to  be  imprifoned 
in  Newgate  fix  months  ;  at  the  ex¬ 
piration  of  which,  to  enter  into 
recognizances  for  their  good  be¬ 
haviour  for  feven  years  — It  ap¬ 
peared  on  the  trial  that  James 
Brownrigg  had  twice  dipped  Mary 
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Mitchell’s  head  in  a  water-tub, 
once  broke  the  grift  le  of  her  ear 
with  a  walking-ftick,  and  once 
horfe-whipped  her,  but  not  naked  : 
In  anfwer  to  which  he  faid,  he 
owned  the  dipping  her  head  in  wa¬ 
ter,  but  denied  ftriking  her  over  the 
ear;  urged  feveral  inftances  of  her 
mifbehaviour ;  pleaded  the  good 
charafter  given  him  by  five  ap¬ 
prentices  ;  and  added,  that  fome 
of  his  boarders  muft  have  known, 
fbmething  of  the  alledged  ill-treat¬ 
ment  ;  but,  on  account  of  their  cir- 
cumftances,  he  did  not  chufe  to  call 
them.  The  fon  was  indicted  for 
whipping  Mary  Mitchell  three 
days  fucceffively  naked  ;  the  two 
firft  times  were  by  the  mother’s 
order,  the  laft  of  his  own  accord, 
for  taking  fome  chefnuts :  he  faid 
in  his  defence,  that  the  girl  never 
lay  ill  of  his  beating,  and  that  he 
had  taught  her  to  read. 

An  order  of  council  was  iffiued, 
importing  that  his  majefty  having 
received  information  that  the  price 
of  wheat  in  the  port  of  London, 
has  been,  for  two  fucceffive  mar¬ 
ket-days,  above  48  s.  the  quarter; 
his  majefty  therefore  prohibits  the 
making,  extracting,  or  diftilling  of 
any  kind  of  low  wines  or  fpirits 
from  any  wheat,  wheat-meal, 
wheat- flour,  and  wheat-bran,  or 
any  mixture  therewith,  until  14 
days  after  the  commencement  of 
the  next  feffion  of  parliament. 

On  Wednesday  morning, 
between  eight  and  nine  29t“» 
o’clock,  his  majefty ’s  fhip  Montreal 
arrived  at  St.  Helen’s,  with  the 
corpfe  of  his  late  royal  highnefs  the 
duke  of  York,  where  (he  laid  to 
almoft  half  an  hour,  while  (he  re¬ 
ceived  her  orders  from  the  Tweed, 
which  was  ftationed  there  for  that 
purpofe,  in  cafe  the  Montreal 

ihould 
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jfhould  touch  there.  After  fhe  had  der  the  penalties  prefcribed  by  the 
received  her  orders,  fhe  flood  to  law  which  fixed  the  exchange  in 
the  eaftward  of  the  Downs.  At  1766. 

firft,  when  fhe  appeared  ill  fight,  The  lafl  week  has  exhibited 
fhe  hoifted  the  royal  flandard  half  fceries  of  the  greateft  Horror  in  Ita- 
flafF  high,  and  fired  minute  guns,  ly,  the  eruption  of  Mount  Vefuvi- 
which  wereanfwered  by  theTweed.  us  having  continued  with  great  vio- 
The  minute  guns  at  the  Tower  are  fence  :  Many  fine  vineyards  are 
to  fire,  and  his  royal  highnefs’s  deflroyed;  and  fome  villas ;  but  his 
corpfe  is  to  be  brought  up  the  river  Sicilian  majefly’s  palace  and  the 
to  the  Jerufalem  Chamber;  but  if  mufeum  of  Portici  have  efcaped, 
it  fhould  not  arrive  till  after  three  by  the  lava’s  taking  another 
in  the  afternoon,  then  to  lay  in  courfe,  when  it  was  within  a  mile 
flate  at  Greenwich  one  night.  and  a  half  of  them.  The  con¬ 


it  is  reported,  that  in  the  Jefuits 
college  at  Barcelona,  in  Spain, 
were  found  riches  to  the  amount 
of  twelve  millions  of  crowns.  It 
confifted  of  feveral  tons  of  gold 
and  filver,  a  large  quantity  of  gold 
duft,  emeralds  and  diamonds, 
crowns  of  gold  ornamented  with 
brilliants  and  rubies,  fome  bales 
of  Cocoa,  and  fome  rich  mer¬ 
chandize  from  the  Eaft  Indies. 

A  dreadful  earthquake  ruined 
the  ifie  of  Cephalonia„  and  almofl 
deflroyed  the  city  of  Zante,  in  the 
Levant.  The  inhabitants  had  been 
alarmed  by  former  fhocks,  and  had 
taken  to  tents  and  boats,  to  pals 
their  time  in  the  fields  and  on  the 
river  ;  by  which  precaution  many 
lives  were  faved :  but  their  con- 
flernation  and  diflrefs  is  inexpref- 
iible. 

A  law  has  been  publifhed  at 
Stockholm,  declaring,  that  in  con- 
iequence  of  the  meaiures  taken  by 
the  hates  and  their  fecret  commit¬ 
tee  in  the  lafl  Diet,  the  courfe  of 
exchange  fhould  be  fixed,  for  the 
year  1768,  at  42  marks  copper  for 
a  rixdollar,  Hamburgh  banco,  and 
proportionably  for  all  other  mo¬ 
ney  ;  forbidding  any  perfon  to 
bargain  for  bills  at  a  higher  price 
after  the  firft  of  January  next,  un- 


cuflions  of  the  air  from  the  explo- 
fions  of  the  mountain  were  fo  vio¬ 
lent,  that  many  doors  and  win¬ 
dows,  even  at  Naples,  were  forced 
open  by  them.  The  explofions 
and  concuffions  of  the  air  were 
mofl  terrible  on  Thurfday.  The 
noife  generally  continued,  each 
time,  between  five  and  fix  hours, 
and  then  ceafed  as  fuddenly  as  i t 
began.  '1  he  ftones  thrown  up  by 
thefe  explofions  were  of  an  enor¬ 
mous  iize,  and  were  thrown  be¬ 
tween  five  and  fix  hundred  feet 
high,  and  many  of  them  fell  more 
than  half  a  mile  from  the  crater. 
The  clouds  which  iffued  from  the 
mouth  of  the  volcano,  and  hung 
over  it,  flriking  one  againft  the  o- 
ther,  occafioned  continual  flafhes 
of  forked  lightning,  the  thunder 
of  which  was  heard  when  the 
mountain  was  filent.  The  moun¬ 
tain  is  now  calm,  and  the  lavas  no 
longer  run.  This  eruption  is  uni* 
verlally  allowed  to  be  the  molt 
violent  that  has  happened  this  cen¬ 
tury,  both  as  to  the  loudnefs  of  the 
explofions,  which  were  heard  a- 
bove  thirty  miles  from  Naples, 
and  to  the  quantity  of  lava.  It  is 
impofiible  to  deferibe  theconfufion 
the  city  of  Naples  has  beeft  in  for 
a  week  pafi. 

The 


/ 


I 


For  the  YEAR  1767.  [143 


The  late  general  Pulteney,  is 
faid  to  have  devifed  by  his  will  the 
following  legacies  :  To  the  hon. 
William  Pulteney,  efq;  who  mar¬ 
ried  his  niece,  only  daughter  of  the 
late  Daniel  Pulteney,  efq;  the 
youngeft  brother  of  the  late  earl  of 
Bath,  and  who  changed  his  name 
from  Johnftorie  to  Pulteney,  his 
two  large  elfates,  one  of  which  is 
14,000!.  per  ann.  and  the  other 
1 2,000  1 .  per  ann.  To  the  right 
honourable  the  earl  of  Darlington, 
n;o,ooo  1.  in  money,  in  the  docks. 
To  the  hon.  Frederick  Vane,  and 
Ruby  Vane,  efqrs.  brothers  to  the 
Earl  of  Darlington,  600  1,  per  an¬ 
num  each,  for  them  and  their  chil¬ 
dren  for  ever.  To  Mr.  Liver¬ 
more,  his  gentleman,  1000 1.  and 
his  wardrobe.  To  his  cook  and 
clerk  of  the  kitchen,  100 1.  per 
ann.  each  during  life.  To  Mr. 
Thomas  Heron,  a  diftant  relation, 
1000  i,  and  50  1.  per  ann.  To 
his  coachman,  all  his  carriages  and 
coach  horfes.  To  Mr  Garden, 
his  ileward,  iocoI.  and  a  genteel 
annuity  for  life.  To  Dr.  Douglas, 
his  library  ;  the  faid  library  was 
frit  deviled  to  the  doidor  by  the 
late  earl  of  Bath,  which  the  gene¬ 
ral  purchafed  for  1000I.  and  now 
has  left  to  him  again,  agreeable  to 
the  intention  of  the  original  devi- 
for.  To  George  Colman,  efq; 
400 1.  per  ann.  for  life.  To  his 
houfekeeper,  100 1.  per  ann.  for 
life.  To  his  two  grooms,  two 
years  wages,  and  all  his  fine  riding- 
horfes.  To  all  his  other  fervants, 
each,  two  years  wages.  Befides  a 
great  number  of  charitable  and 
other  legacies.  The  name  of  the 
houle  he  died  in,  in  Piccadilly,  is 
ordered  by  his  will  to  be  called  for 
ever  Bath  House. 

Died,  in  Virginia  Edward  Plea- 


fan  ts,  efq;  aged  94  years,  who  had 
married  feven  Indian  wives. 

Father  Rabo,  the  jefuit,  who  lad 
fummer  went  from  Quebec  to  dif- 
cover  if  any  navigable  river  com¬ 
municated  from  the  wedward  of 
Lake  Superior,  in  Canada,  to  the 
S.  Seas. 

Capt.  Thomas  Wilfon,  aged  86 * 
who  ferved  in  all  the  campaigns 
under  the  great  duke  of  Marlbo¬ 
rough. 

Rev.  Mr.  Tho.  Trigge,  vicar  of 
Horlie,  near  Riegate,  Surry,  and 
poffeffed  alio  of  a  donative  in  Suf¬ 
folk.  He  was  educated  in  ChrilPs 
Plofpital,  and  many  years  lince  pre¬ 
fen  ted  by  the  governors  to  the  a- 
bove  two  benefices ;  about  fix  years 
ago,  he  prefented  the  hofpital  with. 
100 1.  out  of  gratitude,  and  about 
two  years  after,  with  200 1.  more  ; 
upon  which  the  general  court  vot¬ 
ed  him  a  governor  ;  he  has  by  his 
will  added  a  third  gift  of  200 1. 
which  will  make  up  500 1.  in  re¬ 
turn  for  his  education  and  the  pre¬ 
ferment  he  received  from  that  royal 
hofpital. 

At  Ghent,  the  famous  Jenny 
Cameron. 

At  Paris,  Anne  Louifa  Allard* 
aged  1  1 7  years. 

John  Key  aged  84,  in  Pennfyl- 
vania.  Wm.  Penn,  the  firfl  propri¬ 
etor,  gave  him  a  lot  of  ground  ia 
compliment,  being  the  fir  ft  child 
born  in  Philadelphia. 

Geo.  Wilford,  aged  ico,  want¬ 
ing  four  days,  at  Penny-bridge  in 
Lancafhire.  About  3  years  ago 
died  James  Roberts,  aged  113, 
near  the  fame  place;  where  is  now 
living  William  Rogers,  aged  105, 
in  perfect  health. 

Elizabeth  Harwood,  at  White- 
church  in  Shroplhire,  aged  102 
years.  Her  hufband,  a  fhepherd, 

is 
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is  kill  living  there,  aged  ninety- 
eight  years. 

At  his  houfe  in  Thackham’s 
court,  Chandois^ftreet*  in  the  ioo 
year  of  his  age,  Mr.  Wood,  who 
had  for  upwards  of  feventy  years 
belonged  to  the  Heralds  office. 
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The  Montreal  arrived  in 
the  river,  where  the  coffin  in 
which  his  royal  highnefs’s  remains 
were  brought  home,  was  changed 
for  one  made  by  the  king’s  uphol- 
fierer,  on  which  his  highnefs’s  titles 
were  elegantly  infcribed. 

^  This  day,  about  noon,  the 

queen  was  happily  delivered 
of  a  prince.  Her  royal  highnefs 
the  princefs  dowager  of  Wales,  his 
grace  the  archbiffiop  of  Canterbu¬ 
ry,  feveral  lords  of  his  .majeky’s 
mod  honourable  privy-council,  and 
the  ladies  of  her  majeky’s  bed¬ 
chamber,  were  prefent. 

*  The  remains  of  his  late 

3  *  royal  highnefs  the  duke  of 
York  were  depofited  in  the  royal 
vault  in  king  Henry  Vllth’s  cha¬ 
pel.  For  an  account  of  the  pro- 
ceffion,  fee  the  Appendix  to  the 
Chronicle. 

An  order  was  iffiued  by  the  lord 
mayor  for  apprehending  all  va¬ 
grants  found  within  the  liberties  of 
the  city,  and  palling  them  to  their 
refpe&ive  pariffies.  * 

Some  labourers,  in  finking  a 
well  at  Benacre  in  Suffolk,  found 
an  earthen  jar,  containing  near  400 
pieces  of  filver  coin,  the  chief 
part  of  K.  Edward  I.  and  II.  and 
ffruck  at  London,  York,  and  Dub¬ 
lin.  The  workmen  honeftly  car¬ 
ried  them  to  Sir  T  homas  Gooch, 
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lord  of  the  manor,  who  rewarded 
them  handfomely  for  their  trouble. 

A  feffion  of  high  court  of 
admiralty  was  held  at  the  Old 
Bailey,  for  trial  of  offences  com- 
mitted  on  the  high  Teas,  but  no 
material  offences  came  before  the 
court.  A  commander,  charged 
with  wilfully  caking  away  his 
fhip,  with  intent  to  defraud  the  in- 
furers,  was  difeharged  of  that  of¬ 
fence,  no  indidtment  having  been 
preferred  againk  him.  Another 
commander  of  a  veffel,  charged 
with  cruelty  to  his  apprentice,  was 
likewife  difeharged. 

The  following  extraordinary  at- 
tekation  of  the  coroner  of  Bergen 
county  in  New-England,  was  com¬ 
municated  by  a  gentleman  of  fuch 
credit,  as  leaves  not  the  leak  doubt 
of  its  being  genuine.  f<  On  the 
2 zd  day  of  September,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  1767,  I  Johannes  De- 
marek,  coroner  of  the  county  of 
Bergen  and  province  of  New-Jer- 
fey,  was  prefent  at  a  view  of  the 
body  of  one  Nicholas  Tuers,  then, 
lying  dead,  together  with  the  jury, 
which  I  fummoned  to  enquire 
of  the  death  of  the  faid  Nicholas 
Tuers.  At  that  time  a  negro  man, 
named  Harry,  belonging  to  Hen¬ 
drick  Chrikians  Zabrilke,  was 
fufpefted  of  having  murdered  the 
faid  Tuers,  but  there  was  no  proof 
of  it,  and  the  negro  denied  it.  I 
alked  if  he  was  not  afraid  to  touch 
Tuers.  He  faid  No,  he  had  not 
hurt  him,  and  immediately  came 
up  to  the  corpfe  lying  in  the  cof¬ 
fin  ;  and  then  Staats  Storm,  one  of 
the  jurors,  faid,  (  lam  not  afraid 
of  him,  and  ftroked  the  dead  man’s 
face  with  his  hand,  which  made  no 
alteration  in  the  dead  perfon,  and 
(as  I  did  not  put  any  faith  in  any 
of  thofe  trials)  my  back  was  turn¬ 
ed 
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ed  towards  the  dead  body,  when 
the  jury  ordered  the  negro  to  touch 
the  dead  man’s  face  with  his  hand, 
and  then  I  heard  a  cry  in  the  room 
of  the  people,  faying,  *  He  is  the 
man,’  and  I  was  defired  to  come  to 
the  dead  body ;  and  was  told  that 
the  faid  Negro  Harry  had  put  his 
hand  on  Tuers’s  face,  and  that 
the  blood  immediately  ran  out  of 
the  nofe  of  the  dead  man  Tuers„  I 
favv  the  blood  on  his  face,  and  or¬ 
dered  the  negro  to  rub  his  hand 
again  on  Tuers’s  face  ;  he  did  fo, 
and  immediately  the  blood  again 
ran  out  of  the  faid  Tuers’s  nofe  at 
both  noftrils,  near  a  common  table 
fpoonful  at  each  noftril,  as  well 
as  I  could  judge.  Whereupon  the 
people  all  charged  him  with  being 
the  murderer,  but  he  denied  it  for 
a  few  minutes,  and  then  confefied 
that  he  had  murdered  the  faid 
Nicholas  Tuers,  by  firft  ftriking 
him  on  the  head  with  an  axe,  and 
then  driving  a  wooden  pin  in  his 
ear  ;  though  afterwards  he  faid  he 
ftruck  a  fecond  time  with  his  axe, 
and' then  held  him  fall  till  he  had 
done  llruggling  ;  when  that  was 
done,  he  awaked  fome  of  the  fami¬ 
ly,  and  faid  T uers  was  dying  he  be¬ 
lieved. 

Johannes  Demarest,  Cor.” 

Nine  young  apprentices,  the  old- 
eft  not  18,  having  fome  time  fince 
formed  themfelves  into  a  gang  in 
order  to  go  on  the  highway,  hav¬ 
ing  committed  robberies,  it  is  faid, 
to  the  amount  of  500 1.  five  of 
them  were  this  day  taken,  and 
diligent  fearch  is  making  after  the 
reft.  Their  principal  rendezvous 
was  at  a  little  public-houfe  near 
Shepherd’s  Bulh,  where  they  ufed 
to  put  up  their  horfes,  change 
their  cloaths,  and  tranfaft  all  their 
bufinefs.  The  ringleader  of  thofe 
Vol .  X. 


hopeful  youths  fome  time  ago,  hav¬ 
ing  difcovered  a  fum  of  money, 
to  the  amount  of  near  200  1.  which 
his  mother  had  faved  unknown  to 
his  father,  took  the  whole,  and  im¬ 
mediately  laid  it  out  in  cloaths, 
piftols,  &c.  for  the  reft  of  his  com¬ 
panions. 

At  a  court  of  common  council 
held  at  Guildhall,  a  motion  was 
made  that  the  thanks  of  this  court 
be  given  to  the  hon.  Thomas  Har¬ 
ley,  Lord  Mayor  eledl.  Sir  Ro¬ 
bert  Ladbroke,  lent.  Sir  Richard 
Giynn,  knt.  and  hart,  and  Wil¬ 
liam  Beckford,  efq;  this  city’s  re- 
prefentatives  in  parliament,  for  the 
conftant  and  diligent  application 
and  attention  which  they  have 
fhewn,  on  all  occafions  (during  the 
courfe  of  this  parliament)  to  the 
welfare  and  intereft  of  this  great 
metropolis  in  general ;  and  parti¬ 
cularly  to  the  feveral  matters  which 
have  from  time  to  time  been  re¬ 
commended  by  this  court  to  their 
care  and  confideration  :  Which  was 
refolved,  and  fair  copies  ordered  to 
be  figned  by  the  town-clerk,  and 
one  delivered  to  each  of  the  faid 
reprefentatives. 

The  corpfe  of  the  late  general 
Pulteney,  after  lying  in  ftate,  was 
carried  from  the  Jerufalem  cham¬ 
ber  in  grand  proceflion,  and  in¬ 
terred  in  Illlp’s  chapel  in  Weft- 
minfter-Abbey. 

This  day  the  noted  Hig- 
gins  was  executed  at  Carmar-  7  * 

then,  from  whence  we  have  receiv¬ 
ed  the  following  particulars. 

“  On  the  23d  of  October,  the 
Sheriff  of  Carmarthen  received  tht* 
warrant  for  the  execution  of  Ed¬ 
ward  Higgins  on  the  7th  inftant, 
which  was  read  to  him,  and  which 
affe£ted  him  greatly  for  a  few  mi¬ 
nutes,  but  his  fpirits  reviving,  he 

m  rad. 
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laid,  “  I’ll  get  a  reprieve  before 
then  fo  on  the  26th  of  O&ober  he 
wrote  to  fome  of  his  friends  for 
one*  which  accordingly  came  down 
on  the  3d  inffant,  of  which  the  fol¬ 
lowing  is  a  copy. 

.Whitehall,  Q£.  29,  1767. 

*  Sir,  notwithftanding  his  ma- 
jjefty’s  royal  mandate  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  you  are  hereby  required  to 
poftpone  the  execution  of  Edward 
Higgins,  convidled  at  your  lad 
affize  for  burglary,  till  further  or¬ 
ders.  Yours,  &c. 

SHELBURNE.’ 
To  the  High  Sheriff  of  the  ' 
county  of  Carmarthen  or 
his  Deputy,  the  Goaler, 
or  his  Deputy. 

i*c  On  the  arrival  of  this  fham  re. 
fpite,  Higgins’s  wife  and  filter,  in 
order  to  countenance  the  cheat, 
d  re  fled  themfelves  that  evening  in 
white,  bat  the  under  -  (her iff  fuf- 
pedling  the  reality  of  this  refpite, 
made  every  enquiry  about  it,  and 
finding  it  a  forged  one,  went  to  the 
prifoner  the  evening  preceding  his 
execution,  advifmg  him  to  prepare 
himfelf  for  eternity,  for  that  he 
would  be  executed  the  following 
day  :  to  which  Higgins  faid,  “  you 
are  a  fcoundrel  for  fufpe&ing  fo 
evident  a  truth  ;  move  me  from  this 
place  to-morrow  if  you  dare,”  curb¬ 
ing  and  fwearing  mod  {hacking!  y 
all  the  time.  The  clergymen  of 
the  town,  and  efpecially  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Rogers,  the  redtor*  and  his 
Curate,  were  very  a  Aid  nous  in  ad- 
miniftering  good  advice  to  him, 
which  he  regarded  not.  Hill  in¬ 
filling  upon  a  refpite,  and  offering 
to  bet  iccol.  on  the  reality  of  it, 
and  faying,  you  threaten  me  with 
the  gallows,  thinking  I  will  con- 
fefs  many  things  5  I  mull  be  a  d< — d 
fool  if  I  do* 


C(  Yefterday,  the  7th  inffant, 
about  eleven  o’clock  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  he  was  fetched  out  of  gaol, 
and  taken  to  Petfarn,  the  place  of 
execution  ;  but  was  very  defirous 
of  being  hanged  within  the  walls 
of  the  caffle,  which  was  denied 
him.  On  the  road  to  the  gallows 
he  walked  fo  fair,  that  the  fpec- 
tators  could  hardly  keep  up  with 
him,  ffill  curling  and  fwearing  that 
the  refpite  was  real,  and  calling 
the  under-fheriff  a  fcoundrel  for 
taking  away  his  life  with  the  re¬ 
prieve  in  his  pocket;  he  further 
faid,  that  the  lord  chief  judice  will 
take  the  matter  in  hand,  and  many 
v/ill  fuffer  by  it ;  and  it  is  report¬ 
ed,  that  he  delired  his  wife  to 
infert  his  trial,  execution,  &c.  in 
the  London  papers  ;  and  at  the 
gallows  delivered  her  two  letters, 
but  the  contents  are  not  known. 
He  made  no  confeffion  at  all,  but 
declared  he  never  wronged  any 
perfon  of  a  dulling  in  his  life,  and 
in  a  manner  denied  the  crime  for 
which  he  fullered.  He  mounted 
the  ladder  boldlv,  and  addreffed 
the  fpedlators  thus  ;  “  Gentlemen, 
now  is  the  time,  do  as  you  pleafe, 
you  have  my  reprieve  in  your 
cuftody.”  He  prayed  for  about 
five  minutes,  and  then  faid,  “  I 
am  ready,”  and  was  turned  off  be* 
fore  one  o’clock.” 

This  day  at  noon  the  prince  , 
and  princefs  of  Orange  made  2t  ’ 
their  public  entry  into  the  Hague, 
The  procedion  was  very  magni- 
ficent,  and  in  great  order,  not- 
withftanding  the  prodigious  con- 
courfe  of  people,  which  had  crowd¬ 
ed  from  all  parts  of  this  country  to 
fee  it.  The  magistrates  of  the 
Hague  received  and  complimented 
their  bighneffes  under  a  triumphal 
arch,  erected  at  the  fide  they  came 
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into  town  by.  The  burghers  were 
under  arms,  as  was  likewife  the 
garrifon  ;  and  the  prince  of  Weil- 
burgh  and  prince  Lewis  of  Brunf- 
wick  marched  in  the  train  at  the 
head  of  their  refpedlive  fquadrons 
of  guards.  The  artillery  was  fired 
at  the  fame  time  from  the  ram¬ 
parts  ;  the  bells  rang ;  and  the 
lladtholder,  with  his  royal  bride, 
were  condu&ed  to  their  apart¬ 
ments  amidft  the  acclamations  of 
the  people.  The  whole  town  was 
magnificently  illuminated  at  night. 
This  evening  their  highneffes  make 
their  appearance  at  the  French 
theatre  ;  and  on  Thurfdav  next,  the 
prince  of  Orange  will  give  a  ball 
and  fupper  at  the  old  court,  with 
which  the  public  feftival  will  con¬ 
clude. 

A  breakfaft  was  given  to  the 
friends  of  the  marquis  of  Kildare, 
at  the  Rotunda  in  the  New  Gar¬ 
dens,  in  Dublin,  of  which  the  fol¬ 
lowing  is  the  bill  of  fare  : 

100  rounds  of  beef:  ioo  neats 
tongues:  1000  Iheeps  ditto:  ioq 
baked  pies;  ioo  lirloins  of  beef: 
ioo  geel'e  roafted  ;  ioo  turkies 
ditto  :  100  ducks  ditto  :  ioo  pul¬ 
lets  ditto:  ico  wild  fowl:  icoo 
French  loaves  :  2000  large  prints 
of  butter  :  100  weight  of  Glou- 
cefter  cheefe :  tea,  coffee,  and  cho¬ 
colate,  in  abundance  :  2000  faffrcn 
cakes :  4000  plain  ditto  :  ro  bams  ; 
2500  bottles  of  wine:  and  a  molt 
fplendid  and  large  pyramid  of 
fweetmeats  in  the  middle  of  the 
defert  in  the  center  of  the  room  ; 
likewife  a  great  number  of  Hands 
of  jelly,  and  a  curious  fountain 
playing,  handfomely  ornamented 
with  ivy,  & c. 

•  ^  This  day  the  right  hon. 

the  lord  mayor,  aldermen, 
and  commons  of  the  city  of  Lon. 


don,  in  common-council  aftembleds, 
waited  on  his  majefty  ;  and  being 
introduced  to  his  majefty  by  th« 
right  hon.  the  earl  of  Hertford, 
lord  chamberlain  of  his  majefty’s 
houfhold,  James  Eyre,  efq;  the  re¬ 
corder,  made  their  compliments  in 
the  following  addrefs. 

To  the  king’s  moft  excellent 
majefty. 

May  it  pleafe  your  majefty, 

6  We  your  majefty’s  moft  duti¬ 
ful  and  loyal  fubjedfcs,  the  lord 
mayor,  aldermen,  and  commons  of 
the  city  of  London,  in  common- 
council  affembled,  happy  in  every 
occafion  of  approaching  your  royal 
prefence  with  our  moft  dutiful  con* 
gratulations,  beg  leave  to  exprefs 
our  unfeigned  joy  on  the  fafe  de¬ 
livery  of  that  moft  excellent  print- 
cefs  the  queen,  and  the  further  in- 
creafe  of  your  royal  family  by  the 
birth  of  another  princefs, 

e  We  cannot  but  feel  ourfelve^ 
deeply  interefted  in  every  event: 
which  affedts  the  illuftrious  houfd 
of  Hanover,  under  whofe  mild 
government  the  Britifh  fubjedls 
have,  for  more  than  half  a  cen¬ 
tury,  been  blefted  with  a  full  en¬ 
joyment  of  their  civil  and  religious- 
rights,  and  a  feries  of  happinefs 
unknown  to  the  fame  extent  in  any 
former  period. 

‘  Permit  us  therefore,  royal  Sir5 
at  the  fame  time,  humbly  to  offer 
our  fincere  condolence  on  the  much- 
lamented  death  of  your  majefty7* 
royal  brother  the  duke  of  York, 
whofe  many  eminent  and  princely 
virtues  have  moft  juftiy  endeared 
his  memory  to  all  your  majefty’^ 
loyal  fubjedts,  and  made  the  pri¬ 
vate  lofs  of  the  royal  family*  a  pub* 
lie  misfortune. 

*  May  the  divine  providence  long 
preferve  your  majefty  j  and  may 
{K}  z  ther® 
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there  never  be  wanting  one  of 
your  Majefty’s  royal  defcendants 
to  be  the  guardian  of  our  moil: 

o 

happy  conftitution  ! 

Signed  by  order  of  court, 

JAMES  HODGES. 
To  which  addrefs  his  majefty  was 
pleafed  to  return  this  moil  gra¬ 
cious  anfwer  : 

*  I  thank  you  for  this  loyal  ad¬ 
drefs,  and  for  the  fa tis faction  you 
exprefs  in  the  increafe  of  rny  fa¬ 
mily  :  Thofe  expreffions  of  your 
zealous  attachment  cannot  but  be 
agreeable  to  me;  The  religion  and 
liberties  of  my  people  always  have 
been,  and  ever  ftiall  be,  the  con- 
ftant  objects  of  my  care  and  at¬ 
tention  ;  and  I  (hall  efteem  it  one 
of  my  firft  duties  to  inftil  the  fame 
principles  into  thofe  who  may  fuc- 
ceed  me. 

‘  I  regard  your  condolence  on 
the  melancholy  event  of  the  Duke 
of  York’s  death,  as  an  additional 
proof  of  your  attachment  to  me 
and  my  family  ;  and  I  take  this 
hr  ft  opportunity  of  exprefting  my 
thanks  for  it,’ 

They  were  all  received  very 
gracioufly,  and  had  the  honour  to 
kifs  his  majefty’s  hand. 

I  ath  T 'his  morning  early  a  ter- 

*  4  *  rible  fire  broke  out  at  the 
houie  of  Mr.  Bailey ^  turner  and 
chandler,  near  Gray’s-Inn-Lane, 
Holborn,  which  entirely  confumed 
the  fame,  together  with  another 
houfe,  a  pawn-broker’s,  adjoining, 
and  damaged  one  more.  The  flames 
were  fo  rapid,  that  Mr.  Bailey  and 
his  family  had  hardly  time  to  make 
their  efcape,  undrefled.  His  ftock 
in  trade,  furniture,  wearing  ap¬ 
parel,  See,  were  deftroyed  ;  a  young 
man,  a  lodger,  was  obliged  to  throw 
himfelf  out  of  a  two-pair  of  ft  airs 


window,  by  which  he  broke  his 
arm  and  thigh,  and  now  lies  with¬ 
out  hopes  of  recovery.  This  acci¬ 
dent  is  faid  to  have  been  occafion- 
ed  by  a  lamp  being  left  burning  for 
a  lodger,  which  unhappily  fet  fire 
to.  fome  fhavings  in  the  room. 

A  number  of  colliers  from  near 
Stourbridge,  in  Worcefierfliire,  af- 
fembled  in  a  riotous  manner  at 
Kidderminfter-market,  and  being 
joined  by  other  perfons,  to  the 
number  of  near  2000,  forced  the 
farmers  to  fell  their  wheat  at  5  s.  a 
buftiel,  which  before  was  fold  at 

7  s.  and  at  the  fame  time  obliged 
them  to  fell  their  butter  at  6d.  a 
pound,  which  before  was  fold  for 

8  d.  They  paid  for  what  they  had, 
and  then  went  home  quie  tly. 

At  Mr.  Dudley’s,  iron-  ,  , 
monger  and  grocer,  in  1  c 
Stourbridge,  by  fome  means  a 
fpark  of  fire  flew  into  a  barrel  of 
gunpowder,  which  was  in  a  back 
wsrehoufe,  while  Mr.  Dudley  was 
there,  and  blew  up  the  whole 
building,  and  buried  him  in  the 
ruins,  from  whence  he  was  dug  out 
a  moil  miferable  fpe&acle  ;  yet 
there  are  hopes  of  his  recovery  ; 
adjoining  to  the  building  was  a 
lockfmith’s  fhop,  in  which  feyeral 
men  were  at  work,  who  were  by 
the  concuflion,  which  forced  out 
the  windows  of  the  fhop,  thrown 
confufedly  againfteach  other.  One 
man  received  a  mortal  wound  in 
his  belly  from  an  inftrument  one  of 
his  fhopmaies  was  at  work  with, 
and  died  foon  after.  The  violence 
of  the  fhock  broke  the  windows  of 
feveral  adjacent  houfes. 

A  gentlewoman  in  Hoi  bo  urn, 
whole  hulband  had  prefented  her 
with  a  ticket,  put  up  prayers  in  the 
church  the  day  before  drawing,  in 

the 
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the  following  manner.  “  The 

prayers  of  this  congregation  are 

defired  for  the  fuccefs  of  a  perfon 
engaged  in  a  new  undertaking. ” 

Mr.  Hughes,  a  hock-broker, 
had  his  pocket  picked  in  Jona¬ 

than’s  coffee-houfe  of  50  lottery- 
tickets,  the  value  of  which  (at  the 
price  then  fold)  is  800 1.  The 
fame  evening  three  other  brokers 
had  their  pockets  picked  of  their 
purfes,  one  containing  62  guineas, 
another  feven,  and  the  third  five. 
One  of  the  pickpockets  has  been 
fince  apprehended,  on  whom  35  of 
the  tickets  were  recovered  ;  the 
other  1  he  laid  were  carried  to 
Holland  by  his  accomplices. 

A  coloured  print  of  the  French 
king,  engraved  on  copper,  was 
worked  off,  in  his  majelty’s  pre¬ 
fence,  by  M.  Gautier,  affifted  by 
one  of  his  fons.  The  work  was 
compleated  in  fix  minutes,  and  the 
pidlure  came  out  finifhed  with  all 
its  colours. 

A  court  of  Aldermen  was  held  at 
Guildhall,  when  100 1.  was  or¬ 
dered  to  be  paid  to  the  widow 
of  the  late  worthy  alderman  Coc* 
kayne,  as  a  tellimony  of  the  fenfe 
they  entertained  of  his  ever  being 
ready  and  willing  to  ferve  his  fel¬ 
low-citizens. 

A  motion  was  made  in  the  court 
of  common  pleas  for  a  new  trial 
to  fet  afide  the  verdidl  given  again  ft 
the  furgeons  in  the  borough,  for 
5C0I.  damages,  for  breaking  a 
perfon’s  leg,  by  new  fetting  it ; 
but  upon  hearing  the  merits  of  the 
caufe  argued,  the  court  over-ruled 
the  motion,  and  confirmed  the  ver- 
didt. 

loth.  This  morni'ngNo-  3379» 

'  ’  was  drawn  a  prize  of  twenty 

thoufand  pounds,  it  is  the  pro¬ 
perty  of  Mr,  Alder,  a  cooper  and 
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publican,  at  Abington,  in  Berks. 
The  broker  who  went  from  town 
to  carry  him  the  news,  he  com¬ 
plimented  with\  tool.  All  the 
bells  in  the  town  were  fet  a  ring¬ 
ing  ;  he  called  in  his  neighbours, 
promifed  to  affifl  this  with  a  ca¬ 
pital  fum,  that  with  another,  gave 
away  plenty  of  liquor,  and  vowed 
to  lend  a  poor  cobler  (his  old 
penny  cuflomer)  money  to  buy 
leather  to  Hock  his  flail  fo  full, 
that  he  ihould  not  be  able  to  get 
into  it  to  work  ;  and  laflly,  he 
promifed  to  buy  a  new  coach  for 
the  coachman  who  brought  him 
down  the  ticket,  and  to  give  a  fet 
of  as  good  horfes  as  could  be 
bought  for  money. 

On  Wednefday  in  the  after¬ 
noon,  the  body  of  a  gentleman 
was  found  drowned  juft  off  Bil- 
lingfgate,  fuppofed  to  have  miffed 
his  way  in  the  fog;  he  had  in  his 
pockets  a  watch,  two  guineas,  a 
live  and  threepence,  fome  filver, 
and  a  dollar,  and  fiiver  buckles  in. 
his  fhoes. 

On  Wednefday  evening,  as  Mr. 
Cox,  needlemaker  in  Black-friars, 
was  going  over  to  Bridewell,  he 
by  the  thieknefs  of  the  fog  milled 
his  way,  and  fell  into  the  duck 
clofe  to  black-friars  wharf,  and  was 
found  fuffocated  in  the  mud. 

This  day  his  majelty,  at-  , 
tended  by  the  duke  of  An-  24t  * 
cafler,  and  the  earl  of  Hunting¬ 
don,  went  in  his  ftate-coach  to  the 
houfe  of  peers,  and  opened  the 
prefent  meeting  of  parliament  with 
a  molt  gracious  fpeech  from  the 
throne. 

A  court  of  common-council  was 
held  at  Guildhall,  wnen  a  petition 
to  the  hon.  houfe  of  commons,  re¬ 
lating  to  the  prefent  high  price  of 
provifions,  was  read  and  agreed 
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to,  and  the  (herifls  were  ordered  to 
yrefent  the  fame  forthwith. 

They  write  from  Vienna,  that 
letters  from  Tyrol  bring  a  detail 
of  the  moft  melancholy  events, 
After  a  very  copious  rain,  which 
lafled  from  the  1 6th  to  the  39th, 
in  the  fouthern  part  of  that  coun¬ 
try,  the  rivers  and  brooks  over¬ 
flowed  on  all  fides.  The  waters 
which  ran  from  the  mountains 
dragged  down  along  with  them 
Hones  of  an  enormous  flze,  and 
overturned  bridges,  houfes,  and 
churches.  In  fome  places  the  very 
rocks,  detached  from  the  moun¬ 
tains,  made  terrible  havock.  The 
Adige,  ifluing  from  its  bed,  pro¬ 
duced  fo  great  an  inundation,  that 
the  plain  between  the  two  moun¬ 
tains  refembled  a  lake.  The  mifery 
of  the  country  is  general,  and  the 
inhabitants  not  being  able  to  re¬ 
medy  the  misfortune,  had  no  other 
courfe  to  take  but  to  efcape  to  the 
Mgh  grounds,  from  whence  they 
beheld  with  grief  the  dreadful  fpec- 
tacle  of  the  deflrudion  of  their 
houfes  and  fields. 

The  town  of  Neumark,  founded 
fome  ages  ago,  at  the  place  where 
the  town  of  Enna,  by  the  Ro¬ 
mans  called  Endidae,  flood,  and 
which  was  deflroyed  by  an  inun¬ 
dation,  has  had  pretty  nearly  the 
fame  fate.  Thirty  -  feven  inhabi¬ 
tants,  who  had  retired  into  the 
little  church  of  St.  Antonio,  pe¬ 
riled,  the  rivulet  of  Vilbach  hav¬ 
ing  thrown  it  down.  The  little 
river  known  by  die  name  of  La- 
vis,  broke  a  large  dike  of  Hones, 
and  penetrated  into  the  country  of 
Trente,  where  it  has  done  prodi¬ 
gious  damage.  The  Ferfina,  ano¬ 
ther  fmall  ft  ream,  having  broke 
its  banks,  has  likewife  committed 
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Jofeph  Harvey  and  RD  . , 
chard  Bittere,  for  burglary  ;  * 

John  Brafs,  for  robbing  Mrs.  Hub* 
bard,  of  a  fum  of  money  ;  and 
William  Edwards,  for  Healing  Sol. 
in  the  dwelling-houfe  of  Daniel  Lu¬ 
cas,  the  Fox  and  Crown  at  High- 
gate,  were  executed  at  Tyburn* 
purfuant  to  their  fenterice.  Ed- 
wards  feemed  to  be  above  thirty 
years  old  ;  but  the  three  others 
greatly  excited  the  companion  of 
the  fpedators,  the  eldeH  being 
about  eighteen,  and  the  two  others 
younger.— Edwards  was  by  trade  a 
painter,  and  lived  feveral  years  in 
good  repute  in  Litchfield-flreet, 
near  Newport  -  market ;  he  was 
waited  on  by  a  gentleman,  at  the 
defire  of  Mrs.  Bartholomew  of  the 
White-conduit-houfe,  relative  to  3 
family  gold  watch,  when  he  trem¬ 
bled  very  much,  and  owned  the 
taking  49 1.  but  denied  his  know¬ 
ing  any  thing  of  the  watch. 

A  prifoner  in  the  BaHile  hang¬ 
ed  himfelf  a  few  days  ago  ;  but  the 
gaoler  coming  into  his  room  fcon 
after,  and  perceiving  that  he  was 
not  dead,  cut  the  cord  by  which 
he  hung,  and  made  ufe  of  every 
means  to  recover  him  ;  but  the 
prifoner  no  fooner  came  to  him¬ 
felf,  than  he  feized  the  knife 
with  which  the  gaoler  had  cut  him 
down,  Hubbed  him  with  it,  and 
afterwards  flab  bed  himfelf.  The 
gaoler  furvived  him  only  a  few 
hours. 

The  queen  of  Denmark,  in  com¬ 
memoration  of  her  marriage,  has 
ordered  the  fum  of  30  rixdollars  to 
be  given  to  each  of  25  young  wo¬ 
men,  in  the  diftrid  of  Soroe,  as 
a  portion  at  their  wedding,  be¬ 
sides  ten  rixdollars  at  the  birth 
of  every  iirfl  child.  The  wed¬ 
dings  are  to  be  on  the  29th  of 
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next  January,  which  is  the  king’s 
birth-day. 

Ephraim  Philpot  of  North  Kel¬ 
ly,  near  Taunton  in  Somerfetfhire, 
having  fome  difference  with  his 
father,  went  into  the  field  where 
he  was,  and  (hot  him  dead.  He 
has  fmce  been  apprehended,  ^nd 
committed  to  prifon. 

^  ^  The  cafe  of  Mr.  Gibfon, 
2  on  a  fpecial  verdidl,  was  ar¬ 
gued  by  council,  before  the  right 
hon.  lord  Mansfield,  and  nine  more 
of  the  judges,  in  the  Exchequer- 
chamber,  Weftminfter-hall,  for  up¬ 
wards  of  three  hours ;  their  lord- 
fhips  are  to  give  their  opinion  on 
the  cafe  next  term. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Charles- 

Town,  South-Carolina,  Oft.  2. 

“  Wednefday  laft, Michael  Muck- 
cnfiufs  difpatched  by  the  pollmafter- 
general  with  the  mail  for  St.  Au- 
guftine,  returned  here,  and  gives 
the  following  account,  to  which  he 
has  made  oath:  September  20th, 
three  days  after  leaving  Savannah, 
he  reached  the  Store  on  Santilly- 
river,  kept  by  James  Lemmon, 
who  told  him,  that  the  day  be¬ 
fore,  while  George  Mills,  Benja¬ 
min  Baker,  Jeremiah  Wylly,  and 
one  Cummins,  were  driving  fome 
cattle  acrofs  a  run  of  water  near 
the  faid  Wylly’s  houfe,  the  three 
laft  mentioned  were  fired  upon  and 
killed  upon  the  fpot ;  Mills  made 
his  efcape,  and  rode  towards  Wyl¬ 
ly’s,  where  he  faw  five  Indians 
killing  two  women,  three  children, 
and  old  Mr.  Mills,  his  own  father, 
on  which  he  rode  off ;  he  knevy 
the  Indians  to  be  Creeks,  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  village  of  Allatchway, 
who,  to  the  number  of  15,  had 
been  for  fome  time  hunting  in  that 
neighbourhood.  The  houfe  where 
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the  murder  was  committed  is  in 
Eaft-Florida,  on  St,  Mary’s  river, 
fifteen  miles  above  the  Ferry, 
which  he  reached  on  the  22d  ;  but 
finding  no  boat,  and  no  anfwer 
from  the  Ferry^houfe  on  the  other 
fide,  he  fuppofed  the  people  were 
fled,  and  not  being  able  to  crofs 
the  river,  he  was  obliged  to  re¬ 
turn,” 

Letter  from  the  Eaft-Indies. 

“  On  the  10th  of  September, 
1766,  came  to  our  garden  near 
Tranquebar,  a  Moor  Ih  or  Ma¬ 
hometan  prieft,  a  dwarf,  aged  45 
years  :  his  fize  was  fcarce  that  of 
an  ordinary  child  of  four  years 
old.  What  was  remarkable  in  this 
cafe  was,  that  he  was  not  at  all 
mifhapen,  but  all  his  limbs  feemed 
as  well  proportioned  from  head  to 
foot  as  thole  of  any  other  perfon. 
He  fung  in  the  Perfian,  but  un- 
derftood  very  little  of  the  Mala¬ 
bar  language.  The  former  gover¬ 
nor  of  Madrafs  had  his  image  caft 
in  brafs,  fince  the  dwarf  himfelf 
could  not  be  perfuaded  to  go  to 
Europe.  He  walked  a  little  in  our 
plantation  to  look  about  him  ;  but 
as  walking  was  t>roublefome  to  him 
on  account  of  a  diforder  in  his 
bread,  one  of  our  people  carried 
him  on  his  arms  like  a  child,  which 
he  liked  very  well.” 

This  autumn  has  been  fatal  to 
the  horfes  in  America,  as  well  as 
England  and  Holland.  The  dis¬ 
temper  there  has  been  attended 
with  fatal  effedls ;  in  the  province 
of  New  Jerfey,  it  has  carried  off 
almoft  all  their  young  horfes  and 
colts ;  and  in  New-England  the 
havock  it  has  made  is  very  ruinous. 

The  tide  ebbed  and  flow-  , 
ed  about  five  in  the  morn-  2 
ing,  twice  in  an  hour  and  a  half, 
[K]  4  at 
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at  London  -  bridge  and  Green¬ 
wich. 

i  The  young  prince,  fourth 
^  *  fon  of  their  majefties,  was 

baptized  by  the  bifhop  of  London, 
(the  archbifhop  of  Canterbury  be¬ 
ing  indifpoled)  by  the  name  of 
Edward.  Their  ferene  highneffes 
the  hereditary  prince  and  princefs 
of  Brur.fwick,  the  reigning  prince 
of  Mecklenburgh-Sireiitz,  and  her 
royal  highnefs  the  princefs  of  Heffe 
were  fponfors  by  proxy. 

A  body  of  weavers,  armed  with 
rutty  fwords,  piflols,  and' other  of- 
fenfive  weapons  affembled  at  a 
houfe  on  Saffron  -  hill,  with  an 
intent  to  deftroy  the  work  in 
the  looms  of  an  eminent  weaver 
near  that  place,  but  were  happily 
difperfed  without  much  mifchief. 
Some  of  them  were  apprehended, 
and  being  examined  before  the 
juttices  at  Hicks’s-hall,  it  appear¬ 
ed  that  two  clalfes  of  weavers 
were  mutually  combined  to  dif- 
trefs  each  other,  namely  the  en¬ 
gine  and  narrow  weavers.  The 
engine  weavers  were  fuppofed  to  be 
ruinous  to  the  narrow  weavers,  be- 
caufe,  by  means  of  their  engines, 
one  of  them  could  do  as  much  in 
one  day  as  fix  of  the  other,  and 
the  fame  kind  of  work  equally 
good  ;  for  which  reafon  the  nar¬ 
row  weavers  were  determined  to 
deftroy  them  :  The  men  who  were 
taken  up  were  engine  weavers, 
and  they  urged  in  their  favour, 
that  they  only  affembled  in  or¬ 
der  to  defend  themfelves  from  a 
party  of  the  others  who  were  ex¬ 
pected  to  rife.  As  they  had  donev 
no  mifchief,  they  were  all  difmiffed 
with  a  fevere  reprimand  for  not 
having  applied  to  the  civil  ma- 
gillrate  for  protection* 
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About  twelve  the  fame  night 
the  rpafter  of  the  Peacock  in 
Gray's-in-Iane,  difcovered  a  man 
in  his  fhirt  that  had  jumped  out 
of  a  two  pair  of  flairs  window  in 
his  fleep.  By  pitching  on  the 
pent-houfe  it  had  broke  his  fall, 
and  the  man  had  received  no  hurt. 
He  appeared  ftupid  at  firft,  and 
would  believe  nothing  of  the  mat¬ 
ter  ;  but  recovering  himfelf,  and 
finding  himfelf  naked  in  the  flreet, 
he  was  greatly  affeCled  at  his  de¬ 
liverance. 

Some  particulars  relative  to  the 
lofs  of  the  brig  Dolphin,  capt. 
John  Malbone,  belonging  to  New¬ 
port,  Rhode  ifiand,  which  was 
let  on  fire  off  that  place  in  July 
lad. 

When  the  Dolphin  had  ar¬ 
rived  off  Point  Judith  from  Ja¬ 
maica,  and  was  within  five  miles 
from  the  land,  at  half  after  ten 
o’clock  at  night,  a  negro  boy  went 
down  between  the  decks,  among# 
the  rum,  where  there  flood  feveral 
puncheons  of  water,  and  (as  he 
fays)  with  an  intention  to  draw 
fome  water,  but  miftook,  and 
broached  a  cafk  of  rum  ;  at  the 
fame  time  the  door  of  the  lan¬ 
tern,  in  which  he  carried  the 
candle,  being  open,  and  the  can¬ 
dle  falling  into  the  rum,  fet  it  on 
fire  :  This  fo  affrighted  the  boy, 
that  he  neglefted  to  flop  the  run¬ 
ning  of  the  rum,  and  in  lefs  than 
half  a  minute  the  head  of  the  cafk 
flew  out,  and  the  fames  were  im¬ 
mediately  communicated  to  fifteen 
cafks  more  all  between  decks,  fo 
that  all  pofiible  means  ufed  to  ex- 
tinguifh  it  proved  entirely  inef¬ 
fectual  ;  the  veffei  was  all  in  flames 
in  a  very  few  minutes,  and  con- 
fequendy  reduced  26  perfons,  be¬ 
ing 
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ing  the  number  of  people  includ¬ 
ing  paflengers,  on  board,  to  a  dif- 
trefs  and  horror  that  muft  be  left 
to  the  reader’s  imagination;  among 
many  of  them  fubfifted  the  tender 
and  endearing  connections  of  huf- 
band  and  wife,  parent  and  child, 
brother  and  filter,  &c.  between 
whom  the  mercilefs  flames  were 
now  effecting  a  cruel  and  inevi¬ 
table  feparation  ;  and  it  was  with 
the  utmolt  difficulty  that  a  foul 
on  board  faved  his  life.  There 
were  11  paflengers,  viz.  Mr.  John 
Henry,  Mr.  Nathaniel  Green,  and 
another  gentleman  ;  Mrs.  Henry, 
Mrs.  Storm,  Mifs  Ann  Storer, 
Mils  Frances  Storer,  Mifs  Maria 
Storer,  Mils  Sarah  Storer,  and  Mr. 
Henry’s  two  children,  one  16,  and 
the  other  4  months  old,  live  of 
whom  perilhed  in  the  following 
manner,  viz.  Mrs.  Storer,  Mils 
Sarah  Storer,  and  Mr.  Henry’s  two 
children,  being  in  the  cabbin, 
were  fulfocaced  with  the  fmoke 
before  the  two  fmall  boats  could 
be  got  out,  they  being  thrown 
over  with  the  utmoft  difficulty, 
not  having  any  thing  ready  to 
hoiff  them :  Mrs.  Henry  was  upon 
deck,  with  her  fillers,  and  might 
have  been  faved  with  them,  but, 
overcome  with  maternal  love  and 
affedion,  on  hearing  her  mother 
cry  out.  The  children  !  oh,  the 
children  !  Ihe  ran  and  threw  her- 
ielf  headlong  down  the  companion 
into  the  flames,  and  was  there  in- 
fiantly  confumed.  The  remainder 
of  the  people,  to 'the  number  of 
twenty-one,  got  alhore,  with  dif¬ 
ficulty,  in  the  two  fmall  boats. 
The  veflel  burnt  till  eight  o’clock 
the  next  day,  when  fhe  funk. 

“  The  above  brig  belonged  to 
Mefif.  Evan  and  Francis  Mai  bone. 


of  Newport,  Rhode  Ifland,  was  up¬ 
wards  of  200  tons  burthen,  was  re¬ 
turning  from  her  firil  voyage,  with, 
a  rich  and  valuable  cargo,  and  had 
got  within  three  or  four  hours  fail 
of  that  harbour  when  the  above 
misfortune  happened.  The  veflei 
and  cargo  were  valued  at  4C00L 
fierling,  and  the  effeds  of  the  pa  fi. 
fengers  at  2000I.  fierling.” 

Some  months  ago  three  large 
tribes  in  the  environs  of  Cattaro, 
a  firong  place  in  Venetian  Dalma¬ 
tia,  fell  upon  Budoa,  a  trading  and 
opulent  town.  We  now  learn* 
that  they  have  at  their  head  a 
chief,  who  calls  himfelf  Peter- 
Stephen  Czar  III.  to  which  he 
adds,  the  title  of  (Serves  Servo- 
rum)  the  fervant  of  fervants.  He 
refides  at  Maim,  in  a  monafiery 
of  Coliogeri,  or  Greek  Schifmadc 
monks,  where  he  receives  profe- 
lytes  and  tributes.  He  has  about 
his  perfon  four  thoufand  armed 
peafants  ;  and,  under  the  pretence 
of  protecting  religion,  has  already 
fubjeded  a  confiderable  number  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Turkilb  Alba-' 
nia,  fome  villages  belonging  to 
the  republic  of  Venice,  and  all 
thofe  of  Montenero,  a  fierce  peo¬ 
ple,  and  great  enemies  of  the  Ma¬ 
hometans.  The  republic  is  taking 
meafures  for  the  prefervation  of 
its  territories,  and  flopping  the 
progrefs  of  this  rude  people. 

An  extraordinary  .accident  has 
lately  happened  at  Pontoife,  which 
has  thrown  the  inhabitants  into 
great  confiernation.  That  town  is 
fo  fituated,  that  a  rock  hangs  over 
part  of  it,  and  upon  the  brow  of 
the  rock  are  gardens,  houfes,  and 
even  two  churches.  On  the  j^th 
inftant,  about  three  o’clock  in  the 
morning,  part  of  the  prominent 

rock 
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rock  (50  feet  in  length,  30  in 
height,  and  18  to  20  feet  in 
width)  fell  down,  and  crufhed 
three  houfes,  the  inhabitants  of 
which  had  jufi  time  to  fave  them- 
felves  by  means  of  the  alarm, 
■which  they  received  by  fome  cracks 
which  preceded  the  fatal  accident; 
one  man  only  was  dug  out  of  the 
ruins,  flightly  hurt,  having  been 
preferved  by  a  cavity  occafioned 
by  fome  large  pieces  of  the  rock. 
The  inhabitants  are  under  great 
confirmation,  on  account  of  fome 
more  of  the  rock  being  in  dan¬ 
ger  of  falling.  A  Ikilful  engineer 
is  fent  to  take  proper  meafures  to 
guard  againft  the  mifchief  which 
may  refult  from  any  accident  of  the 
like  kind  for  the  future. 

The  expulfion  of  the  Jefuits  from 
the  kingdom  of  Naples  which  was 
long  expected,  is  at  length  put 
in  execution.  On  the  20th  of  this 
month,  at  the  fetting  in  of  the 
evening,  the  garrifon  of  that  capi¬ 
tal  was  under  arms,  and  the  fix 
houfes  of  Jefuits  were  inverted  by 
the  civil  officers,  and  a  party  of 
grenadiers.  Six  of  the  principal 
map  ill  rates  alfo  went  to  each  of  the 

O 

houfes,  and  fixed  a  feal  on  all  the 
rooms.  About  midnight  ten  com¬ 
panies  of  grenadiers,  and  two  hun~- 
dred  horfe,  polled  themfelves  in  dif¬ 
ferent  parts  of  the  city,  where  they 
preffed  a  number  of  carriages  and 
fent  the  jefuits  in  them,  guarded  by 
a  party  of  horfe,  to  Pozzuoli,  where 
veilels  were  waiting  to  tranfport 
them  out  of  the  kingdom.  Every 
jefuit  was  allowed  to  take  his  port¬ 
manteau,  which  was  not  examined. 
A  party  of  foldiers  is  left  in  each  of 
the  houfes,  till  further  orders  are 
received  from  the  king.  The  ffiips 
have  not  yet  failed  from  Pozzuoli, 
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being  detained  by  contrary  winds  ; 
two  armed  galleys  in  this  port  have 
orders  to  join  them,  but  the  port 
they  are  bound  to  is  not  known. 

The  fuccefs  which  the  affair  of 
the  Diffidents  has  met  with,  is  ow^ 
ing  principally  to  the  private  con¬ 
ferences  which  were  held  at  the 
houfes  of  prince  de  Repnin,  the 
prince  Primate,  and  the  marlhals 
of  the  confederacy.  It  was  there 
agreed  that  the  king  and  queen  of 
Poland  fhall  be  of  the  Roman  Ca* 
tholic  religion  ;  but  that,  never- 
thelefs,  the  Diffidents,  Greeks,  and 
Proteftants,  fhall  enjoy  the  fame 
privileges  as  the  Catholics  through¬ 
out  Poland.  All  the  proceedings 
of  the  Diffidents  fhall  henceforth 
be  judged  before  a  fuperior  tribu¬ 
nal,  entitled,  'Judicium  Mixtum ,  the 
members  of  which  are  to  be  of  dif¬ 
ferent  religions,  and  the  prefident 
to  be  alternately  a  Catholic,  Greek, 
or  Diffident. 

The  bifhop  of  Cracow,  and  the 
other  nobles  whom  the  Ruffian 
troops  carried  off,  are  ftill  at  Wil- 
na,  and  it  becomes  every  day  more 
apparent,  that  they  will  not  re¬ 
cover  their  liberty,  till  the  grand 
commiffion  and  the  diet  fhall  have 
terminated  their  fittings. 

Died,  at  Hexham,  David  Cham¬ 
bers,  weaver,  aged  100.  He  was 
in  the  army  upwards  of  30  years; 
and  he  was  under  the  duke  of 
Marlborough  in  his  campaigns. 
His  behaviour  during  that  period 
was  fuch  as  gained  him  the  elieem 
of  his  fuperiors,  and  juftly  in  titled 
him  to  an  offer  of  that  afylum 
which  numbers  are  glad  to  enjoy 
by  petition.  In  the  laft  war,  not- 
withftanding  he  was  upwards  of 
qo  years  of  age,  he  again  joined 
the  army,  and  had  the  honour  to 

fight 
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fight  under  prince  Ferdinand  on 
the  plains  of  Minden  :  from  whence 
he  returned  again  to  Hexham, 
mounted  the  loom,  and  continued 
working  thereat  till  within  a  very 
little  time  of  his  death. 

Mr.  Pennifton  Brooks,  at  Hon¬ 
duras,  upwards  of  40  years  a  con- 
fiderable  logwood  cutter  there. 

Mary  Griffiths,  in  a  cellar,  in 
the  Borough  of  Southwark,  forty 
years  a  cryer  of  old  rags,  by  which 
{he  acquired  houfes  in  Whitecha¬ 
pel,  to  the  yearly  rent  of  73  1. 

— —  Ritchie,  Efq;  aged  near 
90,  who  had  been  purveyor  to 
K.  George  I.  and  II. 
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^  The  io,oool.  prize  drawn 
this  day,  is  the  property  of 
Mr.  Cappadocia,  an  eminent  Jew 
merchant,  who  formerly  had  a 
prize  of  the  like  value  for  himfelf, 
and  purchafed  a  third  for  a  corre- 
fpondent  abroad. 

The  Dutch  Eaft-India  company 
have  loft  the  iaft  homeward  bound 
{hip  that  was  expe&ed  from  Bata¬ 
via  this  year.  She  was  wrecked  in 
a  ftorm  within  three  leagues  of  the 
Texel,  and  all  on  board,  except  5 
or  6  failors,  periftied.  It  is  {aid 
j;oo,oool.  private  property,  has 
been  loft  on  board  that  fhip. 

Hamed  Agen,  ambaffador 
from  Tripoly,  had  his  audi¬ 
ence  of  leave  of  his  majefty.  He 
was  honoured  with  extraordinary 
marks  of  royal  favour,  and,  fince 
his  departure,  has  been  received  at 
Portfmouth  by  a  falute  of  all  the 
guns  on  the  ramparts. 

The  following  remarkable  affair 
is  faid  to  have  happened  near  Frome 


in  Somerfetftiire :  A  farmer  having 
high  words  with  his  wife,  and  be¬ 
ing  employed  at  the  fame  time  in 
fomewhat  wherein  he  had  occaftoa 
for  the  ufe  of  a  bill-hook,  which, 
he  had  in  his  hand,  on  fome  pro¬ 
vocation  he  gave  her  a  cut  on  the 
top  of  the  head  with  it,  on  which 
lhe  ran  from  h'm,  and  he  after  her, 
in  order  (as  fuppofed)  to  repeat  the 
blow,  when  there  being  a  very  deep 
well  in  the  yard,  with  its  mouth 
unftopped,  the  woman  leaped  over 
it,  but  the  poor  man  ftumbled,  fell 
headlong  into  it,  and  was  drowned. 

At  a  court  of  Chrift’s  hof- 
pital,  the  prefident  declared 
that  a  benefa£lion  of  tool,  had 
been  received  from  J>  hn  S picker, 
Efq;  50 1.  from  John  Drinkwater, 
Efq;  iool.  from  Lord  Monfon ; 
c;ol.  from  the  Hon.  George  Vena¬ 
bles  Vernon ;  200  guineas  from 
Jofeph  Martin,  Efq;  and  the  like 
Him  from  John  Durand,  Efq;  the 
prefent  high  fheriff  for  Surry. 

The  court  of  Common  Pleas,  on 
Saturday,  delivered  their  opinions 
in  the  great  infurance  caufe,  where-, 
in  John  Drinkwater,  Efq;  was 
plain ciff,  and  the  Royal  Exchange 
afiurance-office,  defendants,  on  a 
cafe  referved,  whether  a  lofs  by 
fire  at  Norwich,  in  the  riots  there, 
was  within  the  exceptions  of 
the  company’s  policy  r  When 
the  court  gave  judgment  for  the 
plaintiff. 

■  ■  V  L  '.  •  :  »  Ci 

From  the  V otes  of  the  Houfe  of  Com* 
mans  of  Ireland . 

'Jo'visj  19  die  Novemhris,  1767. 
Refolved,  'That  it  appears  to  this 
committee,  that  the  penfions  placed 
upon  this  eftablifhment  (excluiive 
of  the  French  and  military  pen¬ 
fions)  for  2  years,  from  the  25th 
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of  March  1765,  to  the  25th  of 
March  1767,  exceed  the  whole 
charges  of  the  red  of  the  civil  lift 
6o»688  1.  7  s.  6\  d, 

Refolved,  That  it  appears  by  the 
public  accounts,  that  the  charge 
of  the  civil  eftablifhment,  for  two 
years  preceding  Lady-day  1751, 
amounted  to  146, 1 34  1.  8  s.  4d  £d. 
and  that  the  charge  of  the  civil 
eftablifhment,  for  the  two  years 
preceding  Lady-day  1767,  amount¬ 
ed  10257,988!.  6  s.  10  d.  and 
that  the  difference  is  an  exceeding 
of  1 1 1,853  1.  18  s.  6  d.  in  the  two 
laft  years. 

^  His  majefty  came  to  the 
7in’  houfe  of  peers,  and  gave  the 
royal  affent  to 

An  aft  to  prohibit  the  exporta¬ 
tion  of  corn,  grain,  meal,  malt, 
dour,  bread,  bifcuit,  and  ftarch, 
and  alfo  the  extraction  of  low  wines 
and  fpirits  from  wheat  and  wheat- 
dour. 

An  aft  for  allowing  the  impor¬ 
tation  of  wheat,  wheat-flour,  bar¬ 
ley,  barley- meal,  pulfe,  oats,  oat¬ 
meal,  rye,  and  rye-meal,  duty  free  ; 
and  to  allow  the  importation  of 
wheat  and  wheat-flour  from  Afri¬ 
ca,  for  a  limited  time,  free  of 
duty. 

The  corporation  of  Brifto],  and 
the  fociety  of  merchants  of  that 
city,  fent  commiflions  to  Dantzick 
for  feverai  thoufand  quarters  of 
wheat  to  be  imported  there,  which 
thofe  bodies  in  end  to  fell  to  the 
poor  at  a  low  price. 

A  butcher  in  liquor  went  to  a 
public-houfe  in  Brifto],  and  having 
a  pint  of  beer,  was  deflred  by  the 
landlady  to  go  home ;  on  which 
he  began  curling  and  abuling  her, 
and  after  feverai  words  he  drew 
out  his  knife,  and  faid  that  he 
would  as  foon  run  it  into  her  as 
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he  would  flick  a  pig  ;  and  making 
fome  advances  towards  her,  the 
hufoand  was  fo  ftruck  with  the 
fright,  that  he  dropped  down  on 
the  fpot,  and  expired  inftantly. 

A  fellow  was  committed  to  War¬ 
wick  gaol  for  defrauding  Mr.  Jof. 
Kendrick  of  Birmingham,  in  July 
laft,  of  221  1.  is.  with  which  he 
immediately  went  off  to  France  ; 
and  on  his  return  Lorn  thence  laft 
week  was  apprehended  at  Holmes 
Chapel,  in  his  way  to  Warrington 
in  Lancafhire,  where  he  had  hired 
himfelf  to  work  in  one  of  the  glafs- 
houfes  there,  in  order  to  obtain  the 
art  of  making  glafs,  and  then  was 
to  return  to  France.  He  was  fer- 
vant  to  Mr.  Kendrick,  and  was 
fent  with  bills  to  the  above  amount 
to  the  bank  in  Birmingham  for 
cafh,  which  having  obtained,  he 
made  off. 

Yefterday  morning,  about  four 
o’clock,  an  untenanted  houfe  under 
repair,  adjoining  to  the  Rofe  ta¬ 
vern  and  alehoufe  in  Curfitor- 
ftreet,  fell  down,  and  carried  with 
it  part  of  the  alehoufe,  in  which 
were  feverai  lodgers,  five  of  whom 
were  killed,  viz.  a  man,  a  woman 
with  child,  and  three  children.  Se¬ 
veral  others  were  much  bruifed, 
and  carried  to  St.  Bartholomew’s 
hofpital,  among  whom  was  a  poor 
woman  dug  out  of  the  ruins,  who 
had  a  young  child  at  the  breaft, 
now  miffing. 

Extrafi  of  a  letter  from  Bofton>  New- 
England ,  September  27. 

Mr.  James  Barclay,  of  War¬ 
wick  townfhip,  in  Bucks  county, 
has  fent  to  a  gentleman  in  this  city 
the  following  affedling  narrative  of 
the  fudden  deaths  of  Mr.  Robert 
Stewart,  of  that  townfhip,  and  his 
12  three 
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three  Tors,  Jofeph,  John,  and  Ben- 
-  jamin,  which  happened  after  the 
following  manner,  viz.  Mr.  R, 
Stewart  having  a  well  near  his 
houfe,  about  30  feet  deep,  that 
in  fummer  was  ufually  dry,  he 
employed  a  well  -  digger,  on  the 
2 2d  ult.  to  fink  it  deeper,  who, 
after  working  in  it  fome  time,  told 
his  employer  it  was  fo  damp  and 
unwholefome,  that  he  could  not 
continue  to  work.  Upon  this  ob¬ 
jection  a  fire  was  kindled  at  the 
bottom,  in  order  to  prepare  it  for 
another  trial  on  Monday.  Whe¬ 
ther  this  fire  continued  burning-. 

O  * 

appears  uncertain  :  but  on  Mon¬ 
day  morning,  about  fun-rife,  Mr. 
Stewart,  accompanied  by  feveral 
of  his  children,  fons  and  daugh¬ 
ters,  went  to  the  well,  when  Jo- 
feph,  a  young  lad,  was  fent  down 
(by  a  ladder)  to  fee  if  the  fire  was 
perfectly  extinguilhed.  The  un¬ 
happy  youth  had  fcarcely  reached 
the  bottom  before  he  was  (truck 
motionlefs  by  a  noxious  vapour, 
and  as  it  was  imagined  by  thofe 
above,  that  he  had  fallen  by  a  mifs- 
itep,  John  went  immediately  to 
his  affiitance,  and  taking  his  then 
lifelefs  body  in  his  arms,  in  order 
to  carry  him  up,  he  was  himfelf 
ftruck  in  like  manner,  and  had  not 
the  power  to  fave  either  his  brother 
or  himfelf.  The  father,  thinking 
that  Jofeph  was  hurt  by  a  fall,  and 
that  John  was  unable  to  get  him 
up,  went  haftily  down  to  them, 
and  taking  hold  of  the  former, 
then  clafped  in  the  arms  of  the 
latter,  he  was  likewife  inftanta- 
neoufly  affe&ed  ;  and,  in  a  (hort 
fpace,  they  all  fell  dead  together. 
Benjamin,  (who,  with  his  five  fillers 
above,  was  beholding  the  diftrefs- 
ful  fcene,  and  judging  the  true 
caufe)  in  his  anxiety  of  mind,  re- 
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folved  to  go  to  the  relief  of  his 
father  and  brothers.  His  filial 
and  fraternal  affeCHon  was  fo  great, 
that  no  treaties  could  fwerve  him. 
from  his  purpofe.  He  told  his 
mother  and  filters,  that  he  would 
take  a  bottle  of  camphire,  which 
was  given  him  to  make  ufe  of  as 
occafion  fhould  require,  and  that 
the  moment  he  felt  any  thing  un- 
ufual  from  the  place,  he  would 
leave  it.  The  unfortunate  young 
man  defcended,  and  foon  met  with 
the  fame  deplorable  fate.  The 
bodies  were  foon  after  taken  up, 
and  all  poffible  means  ufed  to  re¬ 
vive  them,  but  in  vain,” 

This  melancholy  affair  has  been 
the  means  of  difeovering  the  fol¬ 
lowing  effectual  remedy. 

“  Draw  a  quantity  of  water 
out  of  the  well,  and  pour  it  back 
again,  repeating  the  fame  about 
an  hour  ;  the  next  day  let  down 
a  candle  into  it,  and,  if  it  burns 
bright,  any  perfon  may  go  down 
to  the  bottom  of  the  well  with 
fafety  ;  if  it  dees  not,  repeat  the 
former  operation  till  it  does.” 

A  caufe  came  on  to  b6 
tried  in  DoClors  Commons,  I5tl* 
between  an  eminent  tradesman  in 
Piccadilly,  and  his  wife,  for  re¬ 
peated  ads  of  cruelty,  adultery, 
and  giving  her  the  "foul  difeafe, 
and  other  ill  ufage,  when,  after 
many  learned  arguments,  (the  in¬ 
nocence  of  the  wife  not  being  in 
the  leaft  impeached)  the  judge  pro¬ 
nounced  the  man  to  have  been  guilty 
both  of  the  cruelty  and  adultery, 
and  divorced  the  woman  from  her 
hufband,  and  condemned  him  in 
full  cofts,  to  the  fatisfaClion  of  the 
whole  court. 

On  Thurfday  laft  was  tried  at 
Guildhall,  a  caufe  wherein  a  pawn¬ 
broker  of  this  city  was  fued  upon 
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the  flat  ate  ofufury,  for  taking  more 
than  legal  interell  for  the  loan  of  a 
large  fum  of  money  upon  a  parcel 
of  jewels,  &c.  The  plaintiff  plainly 
proving,  fifty  pounds  had  been  fo 
lent  by  the  pawnbroker,  a  ver¬ 
dict  for  that  fum  was  given  for  the 
plaintiff ;  and  as  the  above  llatute 
i'ubjefts  the  lender  of  money  upon 
illegal  interell  to  pay  treble  the 
fum  lent,  the  pawnbroker  muff 
pay  the  plaintiff  150  1.  belides 
coils  of  fuit. 

On  Saturday  lafl  the  wife  of 
Thomas  Upton,  coachman,  near 
Red-lion-lquare,  who  on  Thurf- 
day  lalt  was  delivered  of  two  fons 
and  a  daughter,  was  fafely  deli¬ 
vered  of  a  fourth  child. 

In  the  cou rfe  of  laft  week  up¬ 
wards  of  20, coo  quarters  of  oats, 
yooo  quarters  of  wheat,  4000 
quarters  of  barley,  and  2000  quar¬ 
ters  of  rye,  were  imported  into 
the  river  from  foreign  parts  5  the 
greatef!  quantity  that  has  been 
known  for  fome  years  in  one 
week. 

Wednefday  night,  about  400 
weavers,  armed  with  cutlaffes, 
hatchets,  &c.  affembled  in  Brick- 
lane,  in  order  to  deffroy  the  looms 
of  a  vvorfled-lace- weaver  there.  Mr. 
Hurford,  high  conftable  of  the  di- 
vifion,  attended  with  a  number  of 
officers  in  order  to  oppofe  them  ; 
but  being  overpowered,  he  was 
obliged  to  take  refuge,  with  his 
affi  Hants,  in  the  neighbouring 
houfes.  A  party  of  the  guards, 
however,  being  fent  for  from  the 
Tower,  the  rioters  were  foon  dif- 
perfed  ;  and  upwards  of  40  of 
them  taken,  and  conveyed  to  New- 
Prifon,  Clerkenwell,  and  Clerken- 
well  Bridewell ;  and  yellerday  they 
were  examined  at  Hicks’s  Hall, 
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and.  after  being  reprehended,  and 
admonifhed  to  behave  peaceably 
for  the  future,  were  difcharged. 

The  fefuons  ended  at  the  . 
Old-Bailey,  when  three  re-  I4-L“m 
ceived  fentence  of  death;  forty- 
two  were  fentenced  to  be  tranf- 
ported  for  feven  years,  and  three 
for  fourteen  years,  fix  were  brand¬ 
ed  in  the  hand,  two  ordered  to 
be  whipped,  and  thirty-three  dif¬ 
charged  by  proclamation. 

Among  thofe  capitally  convlft- 
ed,  was  one  Henry  Domaine,  for 
forging  a  promiffory  note,  payable 
to  himfelf,  with  intent  to  defraud 
John  Reid,  viftualler,  in  Clerken¬ 
well.  He  had  the  impudence  to 
arrell  the  man  by  virtue  of  the  Hid 
note. 

Province  of  Maffachufett’s-B  ay. 
Council  Chamber,  Oct.  15,1767. 

Prefent,  his  excellency  the  go- 
venor  in  council. 

His  excellency  having  commu¬ 
nicated  to  the  council  a  letter  from 
the  right  hon.  the  earl  of  Shel¬ 
burne,  one  of  his  majedy’s  prin¬ 
cipal  fecretaries  of  Hate,  inclofing 
an  order  of  his  majelly  in  privy 
council,  by  which  his  majelly  has 
been  pleafed  to  difallow  and  reject 
an  aft  paffed  by  the  great  and  ge¬ 
neral  court  or  affembly  of  this 
province,  in  December  17 66,  in¬ 
tituled,  “  An  aft  for  granting  com- 
penfation  to  the  fufferers,  and  of 
free  and  general  pardon,  indem¬ 
nity,  and  oblivion,  to  the  offend* 
ers  in  the  late  times  ;** 

Advifed  and  ordered,  That  no¬ 
tice  be  given  in  the  Maffachufett’s 
gazette,  that  the  faid  aft  is  difal- 
lovved  and  rejefted,  that  every  per- 
fon  concerned  therein  may  govern 
themfelves  accordingly. 

By  order  of  his  excellency  the 
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governor,  with  the  advice  of  his 
majedy’s  council. 

John  Cotton.  Dep.  Sec. 

By  order  of  the  houfe.of 
*  commons,  the  fpeaker  gave 
notice,  that  one  third  part  of  the 
capital  flock  of  4  per  cent,  annui¬ 
ties  for  1763,  fhall  be  reduced  and 
paid  off  on  the  5th  day  of  July 
next. 

An  order  of  council  was  at  the 
fame  time  iffued,  for  putting  the 
laws  in  force  againft  artificers  leav¬ 
ing  their  country,  and  exercifing 
their  refpe&ive  callings  in  foreign 
countries ;  for  which  purpofes  thofe 
laws  are  recited  in  the  London 
gazette. 

The  fociety  of  arts  came  to  a 
refolution  to  give  the  gold  medal  of 
the  fociety  to  Charles  Dingley, 
Efq;  for  his  public  fpirit,  in  erefl- 
ing  at  a  very  confiderable  expence 
a  faw  mill  at  Limehoufe. 

A  mod  fhocking  murder  was 
committed  at  Portfmouth  on  a  ma¬ 
rine,  by  a  foldier  who  came  to  his 
quarters  and  decoyed  him  out. 
The  next  morning  the  man  was 
found  with  bis  head  beat  almofl  to 
pieces,  the  fcalp  almofl  torn  off, 
dabbed  in  feveral  parts  of  the 
face  and  eyes,  fuppofed  with  a 
bayonet.  He  came  home  in  the 
Montreal  man  of  war,  and  had 
juft  received  the  money  due  to 
him.  The  murderer  has  fince  been 
apprehended,  and  committed  to 
Winchefter  gaol. 

Came  on  in  the  court  of  King’s 
bench,  Guildhall,  atrial  between  a 
captain  of  an  Eall-Indiaman,  and 
a  furgeon  of  the  fame  (hip,  for  the 
former  beating  and  confining  the 
latter  fome  time  during  the  voy¬ 
age ;  when  a  verdi&was  found  for 
the  furgeon,  with  90  1.  damages, 
and  coils  of  fait, 
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At  a  court  of  common  council 
200  1.  a  year  additional  falary  was 
voted  to  the  recorder  of  London  ; 
and  150I.  a  year  to  the  common 
ferjeant. 

They  write  from  Bridgewater, 
that  a  mod  extraordinary  pheno¬ 
menon  has  lately  appeared  in  the 
villages  of  Lirnpefham,  Burnham, 
Brent,  and  feveral  other  parities 
near  this  place,  the  fields  of  which 
are  over-run  with  an  incredible 
number  of  mice,  which  do  infinite 
damage;  the  dogs  and  cats  have 
killed  great  numbers,  but  are  cloy¬ 
ed  with  them  ;  The  cattle  will  not 
touch  the  grafs  where  thefe  ver¬ 
min  are,  and  we  expert  no  relief 
but  from  a  fevere  frod,  which,  is 
is  hoped,  will  dedroy  them.  A 
iimilar  circumdance  is  not  remem¬ 
bered  by  the  oided  perfon  in  thefe 
parts, 

A  poor  woman  in  Kingfwood, 
near  Bridol,  hanged  herfelf  in  a 
dable,  and  was  not  difeovered  till 
fhe  was  quite  dead.  It  feems  the 
caufe  of  her  committing  this  rafh 
aftion  was  owing  to  her  hufband, 
who  is  a  collier,  having  lod  fe¬ 
veral  of  his  horfes  by  the  prefens 
epidemical  didemper,  which  oc^ 
cafioned  his  going  behind-hand  to 
the  amount  of  four  pounds  to  the 
coal-pit ;  She  had  with  great  dif¬ 
ficulty  that  morning  railed  two 
guineas,  in  order  to  help  to  dif- 
charge  the  debt,  but  the  creditor 
declared  his  refolution  not  to  take 
lefs  than  the  whole,  and  to  arred 
her  hufband  immediately,  unlefs 
it  was  paid.  Struck  with  the 
impoffibility  of  raifing  the  fum 
wanted,  and  dreading  the  confe- 
quence  of  her  hufband’s  confine¬ 
ment,  having  three  very  fmall 
children  to  iupport,  fhe  returned 
home,  and  after  weeping  over. 

and 
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and  embracing  her  infants,  too  in- 
con  fiderately  gave  way  to  her  de- 
fpondency. 

The  following  faft  may  be  worth 
the  knowledge  of  the  public.  In 
pumping  one  of  his  rriajefly’s 
fhips  in  the  Well -Indies,  the 
chain  broke  ;  upon  which,  a 
man  was  ordered  down  to  repair 
it  ;  but,  on  his  entrance  into  the 
well,  l>e  dropped  down  dead,  (as 
did  fix  more  to  all  appearance) 
and  lo  would  others,  had  not  the 
commanding  officer  put  a  flop  to 
them.  An  old  feaman  Handing 
by,  and  unwilling  to  let  his  com¬ 
rades  fuller,  without  attempting 
fomething  for  their  fafety,  put 
his  hand  into  a  bucket  of  tar, 
with  which  he  rubbed  his  nollrils, 
tapper  lip,  and  mouth,  flung  hi  Ur¬ 
iel  if  in  a  rope,  and  went  down 
without  meeting  with  any  annoy¬ 
ance  from  the  ftagnant  water,  and 
fent  them  all  up  ;  when  one  was 
found  quite  dead,  and  three  of  the 
others  were  with  the  greatefl  dif¬ 
ficulty  faved. 

,  Prayers  were  publicly 

20tl*  read  in  all  the  Popifh 
mafs-houfes,  throughout  Ireland, 
for  his  majefty  king  George  III. 
queen  Charlotte,  the  prince  of 
Wales,  and  all  the  royal  family  ; 
being  the  fir  ft  time  the  royal  fa¬ 
mily  of  England  have  been  prayed 
for  in  this  public  manner  by  the 
Papilts  in  Ireland,  fmce  the  revo¬ 
lution. 

n  His  majeky  went  to  the 
21  *  houfe  of  peers,  attended  by 
the  duke  of  Ancafter,  and  the  earl 
of  Orford,  and  gave  the  royal  af- 
fent  to. 

The  bill  for  granting  an  aid  to 
his  majefty  by  a  land-tax,  to  be 
railed  in  Great-Britain,  for  the 
fervice  of  the  year  1768. 
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The  bill  to  continue  the  dutlef 
on  malt,  mum,  cyder,  and  perry* 
for  the  fervice  of  the  enfuing 
year. 

The  bill  to  puniffi  mutiny  and 
defertion,  and  for  the  better  pay¬ 
ment  of  the  army,  and  their  quar¬ 
ters. 

The  bill  to  indemnify  perfons 
who  have  omitted  to  qualify  them- 
felves  for  offices  or  employments 
within  the  times  limited  by  law  ; 
and  for  allowing  a  further  time  for 
that  pur  pole. 

The  bill  to  allow  the  importa¬ 
tion  of  Indian  corn,  or  maize,  from 
the  American. colonies,  fora  limit- 
ed  time,  free  of  duty. 

And  alfo  to  feveral  private  bills. 

„  The  houfe  of  peers  adjourned 
to  the  20th,  and  the  houfe  of 
commons  to  the  iqth  of  Ja¬ 
nuary. 

Extrad  of  a  letter  from  Cam¬ 
bridge,  Dec.  18. 

ct  On  Tuefday  night  laft  a 
moll  Blocking  murder  was  com¬ 
mitted  on  the  body  of  Bridget 
Burling,  an  aged  woman,  who 
kept  a  little  ftiop  in  St.  Giles’s 
pariffi  in  this  town.  She  was  firil 
difcovered  about  two  o’clock  on 
Wednefday  morning,  by  one  John 
Bell,  who,  feeing  her  door  open, 
went  in,  and  found  the  old  wo¬ 
man  dead  on  the  floor,  with  a  pair 
of  fcales  and  a  piece  of  cheefe 
lying  by  her.  She  had  a  large 
_wound  on  the  right  fide  of  her 
head,  a  little  above  her  ear,  by 
which  the  Ikull  was  beat  in  ; 
three  more  on  her  forehead,  a  flab 
in  her  throat,  which  penetrated 
into  the  cavity  of  her  lungs ;  and 
another  large  wound  that  went 
under  her  ihoulder-bone.  About 
nine  o’clock  on  Tuefday  evening 
one  Sarah  Collings,  a  girl  about 
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thirteen  years  old,  was  fent  by  her 
mother  to  Burling’s,  who,  feeing 
a  light,  called  at  her  door  feveral 
times,  and  was  anfwered  by  a  voice, 
which  file  took  to  be  a  man’s, 
‘  Bridget  is  gone  to  bed.’  The 
coroner’s  inqueft  brought  in  their 
verdidl  wilful  murder  by  fome  per- 
fon  or  perfons  unknown.” 

His  majeliy,  in  compafiion  to 
fuch  manufacturers  and  people  in 
trade,  as,  by  the  length  of  court- 
mournings,  are,  in  this  time  of 
general  fcarcity  and  dearnefs  of 
provifions,  deprived,  in  a  great 
mealure,  of  the  means  of  getting 
bread,  hath  been  pieafed  to  give 
directions  for  fhortening  all  fuch 
mournings  for  the  future  :  and 
the  lord-chamberlain’s  orders  for 
court- mournings  will  beifiued  here¬ 
after  conformably  thereto. 

A  chapter  of  the  moil  noble 
order  of  the  garter  having  been 
fummoned  to  meet  this  day,  his 
royal  highnefsHenry  duke  of  Cum¬ 
berland  was,  by  his  majefty’s  com¬ 
mand,  declared  duly  eleCted;  and 
was  invefted  with  the  enfigns  of 
the  order,  with  the  ufual  cere¬ 
mony. 

By  a  lift  of  the  abfentees  from 
Ireland,  lately  publiftied  there,  it 
appears,  that  there  is  paid  annual- 
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To  penfioners  who 
never  reiide  there. 

Noblemen  and  gen¬ 
tlemen  of  great  e- 
ilates,  who  gene¬ 
rally  live  abroad,  247,400 
Gccafional  abfentees,  134,500 
Thofe  who  have  em¬ 
ployments  and  ne¬ 
ver  re  fide,  143,000 

Merchants  and  trad* 


s. 
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ers  expences, 

Yol.  X. 
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Education  of  youth, 
and  at  innsof  court, 
Law-fuits,  and  feek- 
ing  employments. 
By  military  abfentees, 
and  articles  relating 
to  the  army,recruit- 
ing,  &c. 

Adventures  to  Ame¬ 
rica, 

Infurance  of  fhips. 

By  rents  raifed  by  ab- 
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35,000 

19,000 


142,205  14 


40,000 

30,000 


fent  lords,  for  coals 
to  England  and 
Scotland,  and  va¬ 
rious  other  articles,  200,000 


o 
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£•  1,069,382  14 

A  fevere  froft  fet  in  from  the 
E.  S.  E.  which  was  followed  by  a 
deep  fnow,  by  which  the  naviga¬ 
tion  of  the  river  Thames  has  been 
obftru&ed,  and  the  polls  retarded 
all  over  the  kingdom. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  corporation 
of  Windfor,  it  was  unanimoufiy 
agreed  to  prefent  the  dukes  of 
Gloucefter  and  Cumberland  with, 
the  freedom  of  that  ancient  borough. 

A  letter  from  Vienna  fays,  Our 
court  hath  received  from  that  of 
Madrid  fome  difpatches  relative 
to  the  choice  which  the  catho¬ 
lic  king  was  defired  to  make  of 
one  of  the  archdutchefies  to  be 
queen  of  Naples ;  this  choice  hath 
fallen  on  the  archdutchefs  Caro¬ 
line,  who  is  a  year  and  fome 
months  younger  than  the  late 
archdutchefs  jofepha  was.  The 
formality  of  demanding  her  royal 
highnefs  in  marriage  for  his  Sici¬ 
lian  majeliy  has  juft  been  made, 
and  the  portrait  of  that  monarch 
hath  been  prefented  to  the  prin- 
cefs*  The  departure  of  the  prin- 
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cefs  for  Italy  will  take  place  to¬ 
wards  the  fpring,  as  foon  as  the 
public  roads  fh all  be  paffabie. 

.  A  fire  broke  out  next  a 
*  cabinet-maker’s  in  Houndf- 
ditch,  which  confumed  that  houfe, 
a  large  flock  of  timber,  new  fur¬ 
niture,  &c.  and  alfo  two  other 
dwelling-houfes  adjoining,  with 
many  outhoufes,  workfhops,  and 
warehoufes.  Among  the  goods 
confumed  was  1000 1.  worth  of 
furniture,  juft  finifhed  for  Mr. 
David  Barclay,  and  intended  to 
have  been  carried  home  in  a  few 
days.  It  is  remarkable  that  a  fire 
broke  out  the  fame  day  at  the  faid 
Mr.  Barclay’s  ftabies  at  Hackney, 
and  deftroyed  two  fine  hunters, 
with  three  or  four  other  horfes. 

.  His  majefty  having  been 
30U  *  gracioufly  pleafed  to  fignify 
his  intention  of  filling  up  the  va¬ 
cant  flail  of  the  principal  compa¬ 
nion  of  the  moft  hon.  military  order 
of  the  Bath,  in  the  room  of  his  late 
royal  highnefs  the  duke  of  Cumber¬ 
land  :  v 

This  day  feveral  of  the  offi¬ 
cers  of  the  order  attended  at  St. 
James’s. 

The  fovereign  wearing  the  rib¬ 
bon,  with  the  fymbol  of  the  order 
pendant  to  it,  Henry  Hill,  Efq; 
gentleman  ufher,  bearing  the  fear- 
let  rod,  and  habited  in  the  mantle 
of  the  order,  and  Samuel  Horfey, 
Efq;  Bath  King  of  Arms,  in  his 
mantle,  bearing  on  a  cufhion  the 
ribbon,  with  the  badge  of  the  or¬ 
der,  preceded  his  royal  higbnefs 
prince  Frederick,  fupported  by 
the  earls  of  Cholmondley  and 
Breadalbane,  the  two  fenior  knights 
of  the  order,  a  gentleman  ufher, 
daily  waiter,  carrying  the  fword  of 
Bate.  The  fword  being  delivered 


by  the  earl  of  Breadalbane  to  the 
fovereign,  his  royal  highnefs, 
kneeling,  was  knighted  :  then  the 
earl  of  Cholmondley,  having  re¬ 
ceived  the  ribbon  from  Bath  kincr 

O 

of  arms,  prefented  it  to  the  fove¬ 
reign,  who  put  the  ribbon  over 
his  royal  highnefs’s  right  ffioulder  : 
aftervvhich  his  royal  highnefs  killed 
his  majefty’s  hand  ;  and,  rifing  up, 
retired. 

The  ceremony  was  performed 
after  the  levee,  in  his  majefty’s 
clofet,  feveral  great  officers  of  the 
court  being  prefent. 

His  majefty  has  been  gracioufly 
pleafed,  in  confederation  of  the 
tender  years  of  his  royal  highnefs 
prince  Frederick,  to  grant  a  dif- 
penfation  under  his  royal  fign- 
manual,  and  feal  of  the  order,  de¬ 
claring  it  to  be  his  royal  pleafure, 
that  the  conferring  the  degree  of 
knighthood  by  the  fword  of  llate 
{hall  be  fufficient  to  in  veil  his  royal 
highnefs  fully  and  effectually  with 
this  order,  in  as  ample  manner  as 
if  his  royal  highnefs  had  perfonally 
performed  all  the  accuftomed  fo- 
lemnities.  [  Gazette] . 

As  the  hon.  Mifs  Finch,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  lady  Charlotte  Finch,  was 
fitting  in  her  apartments  at  St. 
James’s,  a  fpark  from  the  grate 
fet  fire  to  her  apron,  which  in  an 
inftant  burft  into  a  flame.  Her 
cries  having  alarmed  the  fervants, 
it  was  happily  extinguifhed  juft 
time  enough  to  fave  her  life. 

The  frolt  was  fo  fevere  in  the 
weft  of  England,  that  a  carpenter, 
at  work  for  Mr.  Robbins,  of  Did- 
barton  in  Gloucefterfhirc,  having 
put  a  key  into  his  mouth,  loft  the 
fkin  of  his  lips  by  taking  it  out 
again.  The  cold  at  Hudfon’s  Bay, 
and  in  Greenland,  is  fo  fevere  at 
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certain  feafons,  that  cold  iron  has 
the  effect  of  red-hot  iron  on  the 
hand  that  touches  it. 

A  letter  from  Rome  obferves, 
that  all  the  difaftrous  events  that 
can  affedl  the  church,  feem  to  be 
united  under  the  prefent  pope.  In 
Prance,  Spain,  Portugal,  and 
Naples,  the  jefuits  are  expelled. 
In  Poland,  where  the  church  is 
poffefled  of  great  eftates,  they 
talk  of  reuniting  them  to  the 
government.  The  nobility  of  the 
kingdom,  though  Roman  Catho¬ 
lics,  yet  alarmed  at  the  too  great 
power  of  the  clergy,  are  come,  it 
is  faid,  into  the  propofai  ;  to 
which  is  added,  that  the  pri¬ 
mate  himfelf  is  "not  far  from  be¬ 
ing  of  the  fame  way  of  think¬ 
ing- 

The  faculty  of  Theology  at  Paris 
have  printed  their  decree  of  cen- 
fure  on  the  book  of  Belifarius. 
It  forms  a  volume  of  123  pages 
in  410.  in  Latin  and  French.  The 
faculty,  who  thereby  immortalize 
that  which  they  would  proferibe, 
have  confined  themfelves  to  fifteen 
propofitions  extracted  from  the  fif¬ 
teenth  chapter  of  Monf.  de  Mar- 
montel’s  work,  inflead  of  thirty- 
feven,  which  their  commifiioners 
had  at  fir  It  defigned  to  condemn. 

They  write  from  Warfavv,  of 
the  2 id  paft,  that  the  great  affair 
of  the  Diffidents  was  entirely  con¬ 
cluded  and  figned  to  their  advan¬ 
tage.  They  and  the  Greeks  are 
to  have  a  church  in  this  capital, 
temples  and  fchools  in  all  the  dif- 
tri&s  of  the  provinces  of  the  king¬ 
dom,  and  of  the  great  dutchy  of 
Lithuania  :  on  condition  that,  if 
they  have  a  mind  to  build  any  in 
the  towns,  they  fhall  be  obliged 
to  obtain  leave  for  that  purpofe 
from  the  king  :  the  nobles,  how¬ 


ever,  fhall  be  at  liberty  to  grant 
them  the  fame  favour  in  their  re- 
fpe&ive  territories.  Further,  the 
Diffidents  and  difunited  may  make 
ufe  of  bells  and  organs,  adminiiter 
baptifm,  marry  and  bury,  accord¬ 
ing  to  their  own  form,  without  the 
leaf!  obftacle. 

The  ambaflador  from  the  repub¬ 
lic  of  Venice  at  Rome  has  received 
the  following  account  of  the  in- 
furreftion  in  Dalmatia  :  c  In  the 
province  of  Montenero,  which  is 
tributary  to  the  grand  fignior,  and 
which  borders  upon  the  Venetian 
Dalmatia,  a  foreigner,  who  has 
gone  by  the  name  of  Stefano,  and 
for  fome  time  exercifed  the  pro- 
feffion  of  a  phyfician  in  that  pro¬ 
vince,  has  publicly  declared  him¬ 
felf  to  be  the  Czar  Peter  III.  pre¬ 
tending  that  the  report  of  his 
death  was  defignedly  fpread  at  the 
time,  but  that  he  had  found  means 
to  efcape  from  his  prifdn.  Under 
favour  of  this  name,  and  feconded 
by  the  Caloyers,  fchifmatic  Greek 
monks,  who  have  great  influence 
over  the  inhabitants,  he  has  got 
himfelf  publicly  acknowledged  for 
the  Czar,  not  only  by  the  people, 
but  Jikewife  by  the  bifhop  and  all 
the  other  orders  ;  fo  that  he  is  al¬ 
ready  at  the  head  of  fome  thoufand 
foldiers.  It  is  reckoned,  that  in 
the  province  of  Montenero  there 
are  30,000  men  able  to  bear  arms; 
and  his  fituation  is  very  advantage¬ 
ous,  becaufe  he  is  inclofed  by  in- 
acceffible  mountains.  The  peo¬ 
ple  there  are  extremely  attached 
to  the  name  of  Mofcovite,  as  well 
on  account  of  the  conformity  of 
their  religion,  as  becaufe  the  fove- 
reigns  of  Ruffia  have  always  em¬ 
ployed  the  neceffary  means  to 
maintain  a  great  Influence  amongit 
them.  The  pretended  Peter  III. 
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is  faid  to  be  a  man  of  fpirit,  a  fine 
figure,  and  feems  to  abound  in 
money,  which  he  diftributes  with 
profufion  to  his  foldiers.  It  is 
added,  that  the  republic  of  Venice, 
fearing  the  confequences  of  this 
enterprize,  has  fent  orders  for  the 
immediate  march  of  all  the  infant¬ 
ry  and  other  troops  from  Dalmatia 
to  Cataro,  a  town  of  that  province, 
which  is  not  above  a  mile  from 
MonteneroA 

Within  thefe  few  years  a  fet  of 
people  have  been  difcovered  in 
Denmark,  feized  with  a  diforder 
of  mind  that  is  extremely  danger¬ 
ous  to  fociety.  This  is  an  ima¬ 
gination,  that,  by  committing 
premeditated  murder,  and  being 
afterwards  condemned  ,to  die  for  it, 
they  are  the  better  able,  by  pub¬ 
lic  marks  of  repentance  and  con- 
verfion,  as  they  go  to  the  fcaffold, 
to  prepare  themfelves  for  death, 
and  work  out  their  own  falvation. 
A  little  while  ago,  one  of  thefe 
wretches  murdered  a  child  out  of 
the  fame  principle.  In  order,  how¬ 
ever,  to  take  from  thefe  wretches 
all  hope  of  obtaining  their  end, 
and  to  extirpate  the  evil,  the  king 
has  iffued  an  ordinance,  by  which. 
Iris  majefty  forbids  the  punifhing 
them  with  death  ;  and  enails,  that, 
they  fhall  be  branded  in  the  fore¬ 
head  with  an  hot  iron,  and  whin- 
ped  :  that  they  fhall  afterwards  be 
confined,  for  the  reft  of  their  days, 
in  an  houfe  of  corredlion,  in  order 
to  be  kept  there  to  hard  labour  ; 
and  laftly,  that  every  year,  on  the 
day  of  their  crime,  they  fhall  be 
whipped  anew  in  public.— -  Ano¬ 
ther  mark  of  his  Danifh  majefty’s 
paternal  goodnefs  to  his  fubjedts 
has  appeared  in  the  encouragement 
and  protedlion  extended  to  the  fo- 
ciety  of  artifts  lately  eftablifhed  at 
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Copenhagen,  to  which  he  has  or¬ 
dered  a  yearly  penfion  of  io,oco 
crowns  to  be  iffued  from  the  royal 
treafury,  to  be  applied  in  fupport- 
ing  the  neceflitous,  and  in  reward¬ 
ing  thofe  who  diflinguifh  them¬ 
felves  by  their  merit. 

A  pamphlet  has  lately  been  pub- 
lifhed  at  Paris,  in  favour  of  the 
Jews,  in  which  the  author  has 
fhewn  the  eminent  advantages 
which  every  nation  reaps  in  its 
commerce  from  the  encouragement 
and  protection  of  that  people.  It 
is  w'ritten  with  a  view  to  obtain 
a  religious  toleration  for  that  peo¬ 
ple  ;  but  it  is  doubted  whether  the 
enthuliafm  of  the  country  will  fuf- 
fer  fuch  arguments  to  have  any 
weight. 

The  honourable  Mr.  Montagu, 
the  celebrated  traveller,  who  has 
lately  entertained  the  learned  with 
his  journey  to  the  Written  Moun¬ 
tains,  is  now  vifiting  the  Turkiih 
dominions.  He  was  received  with 
uncommon  refpedt  at  Conftantino- 
ple,  after  traverfing  Salonica,  and 
viewing  the  iilands  in  the  Archipe¬ 
lago.  Much  may  be  expedted  from 
the  indefatigable  refearches  of  this 
extraordinary  perfonage,  of  whom 
the  ingenious  Mr.  Samuel  Sharp, 
in  his  letters  from  Italy,  gives  this 
account  — {e  One  of  the  moll  cu¬ 
rious  fights  amongft  the  curiofities 
of  Venice,  was  the  famous  Mr. 
Montagu.  He  was  juft  arrived 
from  the  Eaft.  He  had  travelled 
through  the  Holy  Land,  Egypt, 
Armenia,  &c.  with  the  Old  and 
New  Teftament  in  his  hands.  He 
had  vifited  Mount  Sinai,  and  flat¬ 
tered  hinlfelf  he  had  been  on  the 
very  part  of  the  rock  where  Mofes 
fpake  face  to  face  with  God  Al¬ 
mighty.  His  beard  reached  down 
to  his  breaft,  and  the  drefs  of  bis 
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head  was  Armenian.  He  was  in 
the  moil  enthufiaflic  raptures  with 
Arabia,  and  the  Arabs.  His  bed 
was  the  ground;  his  food  rice; 
his  beverage  water;  his  luxury  a 
pipe  and  coffee.  His  purpofe  was 
to  return  once  more  among  that 
virtuous  people.”  &c. 

By  authentic  accounts  from 
Rome,  the  Jefuits  continue  to  en¬ 
ter  into  the  ecclefiaffical  date  on 
all  parts,  both  by  land  and  fea. 
A  general  dilorder  of  a  cold,  with 
violent  pains  in  the  head,  and  a 
fore  throat,  prevails  in  fome  part 
of  Italy. 

The  pope  feems  to  be  inconfola- 
ble  on  account  of  the  univerfal  dif- 
grace  of  the  Jefuits.  He  has  pro¬ 
hibited  public  fpedtacles  and  the 
ofual  diverfions  of  the  Carnival, 
and  has  ordered  the  prayers  which 
are  ulually  read  in  times  of  afflic¬ 
tion  and  diflrefs.  A  memorial  has 
been  delivered  to  the  foreign  mini- 
fters,  wherein  the  pope  complains, 
“  That  the  king  ofNaples  has  vio¬ 
lated,  in  the  fir  If  place,  the  divine 
right,  by  the  manner  in  which  his 
foidiers  entered  into  holy  places, 
and  by  the  fequeflration  of  the  ec- 
clefialtical  revenues,  without  con- 
fulting  the  bifhops  ;  2dly,  The 
right  of  mankind,  by  forcibly  de~ 
pofing  part  of  his  fubjedls  in  the 
dominions  of  his  holinefs,  and  by 
inarching  his  troops  into  a  country 
which  was  not  his  own  :  and,  gdly. 
The  right  of  good  neighbourhood, 
in  not  communicating  his  defign 

o  o 

to  the  pope,  both  as  the  head  of 
the  church,  and  as  a  temporal 
prince,  who  has  the  fupreme  fo- 
vereignty  over  Naples.”  The  fo¬ 
reign  minifiers  have  promifed  to 
fend  this  memorial  to  their  refpec- 
Uve  courts. 

They  write  from  Warfaw,  that 


it  froze  fo  hard  the  beginning  of 
this  month  that  the  Vilfula  was 
frozen  over,  and  people  rode  over 
it  the  7th  inflant  on  horfeback  $ 
but  a  form  arofe  the  day  before 
yeflerday,  which  the  night  follow¬ 
ing  broke  up  the  ice,  and  great 
mifchief  enfued.  As  foon  as  the 
feafon  will  permit  we  fhall  proceed 
in  our  new  buildings,  which  are 
greatly  increafed,  and  much  want¬ 
ed,  on  account  of  the  great  increafe 
of  inhabitants,  owing  to  the  encou¬ 
ragement  which  the  king  gives  for 
promoting  manufactures  and  trade. 
There  are  already  upwards  of  200 
new  hou'fes. 

T  here  is  talk  of  a  treaty  of  com¬ 
merce,  by  which  the  Englifh  are 
to  have  the  foie  liberty  of  going  to 
load  oil  and  wine  with  the  Cor- 
ficans.  It  is  alfo  faid,  that  Paoli 
has  made  felicitation  for  engaging 
the  court  of  Turin  to  evacuate  the 
two  fmall  iflands,  which  it  lately 
took  pofTeffion  of  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Corfica. 

Mount  Saiga,  in  Hungary,  late¬ 
ly  burfl  into  a  flame,  and  fet  fire 
to  a  confiderable  tradd  of  country, 
from  which  iffues  an  intolerable 
flench  of  fulphur. 

'The  French  have  forbidden  the 
entrance  of  any  Englifh  fhips  into 
the  ports  of  Guadaloupe  and  Mar- 
tinico,  on  any  pretence  whatfo- 
ever. 

The  Spaniards  have  likewife 
forbidden  Englifh  fhips  from  lying 
more  than  twenty- four  hours  at 
Monto  Chrifli  ;  and  have  threat¬ 
ened  the  logwood  cutters  if  they 
prefume  to  fettle  or  cut  logwood 
at  Spirito  Santo. 

A  commiflary  of  war  was  dis¬ 
patched  from  Baftia  by  count  Mar- 
bceuf,  commander  in  chief  of  the 
French  troops  in  Corfica  ;  and 

[&]  l  with 
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with  this  commiffary  the  nation  en¬ 
tered  into  articles  of  a  neutrality 
and  fufpenFon  of  arms,  till  the  ex¬ 
piring  of  the  term  of  four  years,  as 
agreed  upon  between  France  and 
G  enoa,  by  the  treaty  of  1764. 

A  fire  having  broke  out  at  a 
druggirPs  in  Florence,  in  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  the  night,  after  confuming 
that  and  the  adjoining  houfes,  it 
reached  one  occupied  by  a  man  who 
kept  wild  beads  for  fhew,  among 
which  were  two  lions,  a  tyger, 
and  three  bears ;  thofe  animals  got 
loofe,  .and  ran  through  the  city, 
which  refounded  with  the  cries  of 
the  unhappy  people  who  became 
a  prey  to  their  fury.  A  hundred 
men  were  ordered  in  purfuit  of 
them,  and  they  were  fo  fortunate 
as  to  kill  two  of  the  bears,  one 
lion,  and  the  tyger  ;  but  the  other 
lion  ahd  bear  efcaped  their  vigi¬ 
lance.  As  foon  as  day  appeared, 
were  feen  with  horror  the  dreadful 
ravage  made  by  the  fire,  but  (till 
more  by  thofe  animals,  upwards 
of  an  hundred  perfons  being  kill¬ 
ed,  and  a  much  greater  number 
wounded,  before  they  could  be  de- 
iiroyed. 

From  the  Bofton  (Mew-England) 
Gazette,  at  the  top  of  which  is 
printed  in  Italicks,  Save your  mo¬ 
ney  ,  and  you  fave  your  country. 

Bolton,  Nov.  2.  At  a  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  freeholders  and  other 
inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Bollon, 
legally  affembled  at  Faneuil-hall, 
on  Wednefday  the  28th  of  Octo¬ 
ber,  1767,  (the  hon.  James  Ottis, 
Efq;  moderator)  a  written  addrefs 
to  the  inhabitants,  fubfcribed  Philo 
Patriae,  recommending  ceconomy 
and  manufactures,  was,  by  their 
order,  read  : 

The  town  then  took  into  con¬ 
sideration  the  petition  of  a  num¬ 


ber  of  the  inhabitants,  (  Thai 
fome  effectual  meafures  might  be 
agreed  upon  to  promote  induftry, 
ceconomy, and  manufactures;  there¬ 
by  to  prevent  the  unneceffary 
importation  of  European  commo¬ 
dities  ;  which  threaten  the  coun¬ 
try  with  poverty  and  ruin  :  where¬ 
upon,  in  a  very  large  and  full 
meeting,  the  following  votes  and 
refolutions  were  paffed  unanimouf- 

]y- 

Whereas  the  exceffive  ufe  of  fo¬ 
reign  fuperduities  is  the  chief 
caufe  of  the  prefent  diflreffed  Fate 
of  this  town,  as  it  is  thereby  drain¬ 
ed  of  its  money  ;  which  misfor¬ 
tune  is  likely  to  be  increafed  by 
means  of  the  late  additional  bur¬ 
thens  and  impofitions  on  the  trade 
of  the  province,  which  threaten 
the  country  with  poverty  and 
ruin  : 

Therefore  voted,  that  this  town 
will  take  all  prudent  and  legal 
meafures  to  encourage  the  pro¬ 
duce  and  manufactures  of  this 
province,  and  to  leffen  the  ufe  of 
fuperfluities,  and  particularly  the 
following  enumerated  articles  ira- 
ported  from  abroad  ;  viz.  loaf- 
fugar,  cordage,  anchors,  coaches, 
chaifes,  and  carriages  of  all  forts, 
horfe-furniture,  men  and  women’s 
hats,  men’s  and  women’s  apparel 
ready  made,  houlhold  furniture, 
gloves,  men’s  and  women’s  fhoes, 
foie- leather,  lheathing  and  deck 
nails,  gold  and  Fiver  and  thread 
lace  of  all  forts,  gold  and  Fiver 
buttons,  wrought  plate  of  all 
forts,  diamonds,  ftone  and  pafte„ 
ware,  fr.uff,  muftard,  clocks  and 
watches,  Flverfmiths  and  jewel¬ 
lers  ware,  broad  cloths  that  coft 
above  10s.  per  yard,  muffs,  furs, 
and  tippets,  and  all  forts  of  mil¬ 
linery  ware,  ftarch,  women’s  and 
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children’s  flays,  fire-engines,  china 
ware,  filk  and  cotton  velvets, 
gauze,  pewterers  hollow  -  ware, 
li n feed  -  oil,  glue,  lawns,  cam- 
bricks,  filks  of  all  kinds  for  gar¬ 
ments,  malt  liquors,  and  cheefe. 
And  that  a  fubfcription  for  this 
end  be,  and  hereby  is,  recommend 
ed  to  the  feveral  inhabitants  and 
houfholders  of  the  town  ;  and  that 
John  Rowe,  Efq;  Mr  William 
Greenleafe,  Melatiah  Bourne,  Rfq; 
Mr,  Samuel  Auftin,  Mr.  Edward 
Payne,  Mr.  Edmund  Quincy,  Ter- 
tius  John  Ruddock,  Efq;  Jona¬ 
than  Williams,  Efq;  Jolhua  Hen- 
ih aw,  Efq;  Mr.  He  nderfon  Inches, 
Mr.  Solomon  Davis,  Jolhua  Win¬ 
dow,  Efq;  and  Thomas  Cufhine, 
Efq;  be  a  committee  to  prepare 
a  form  for  fubfcription,  to  report 
the  fame  as  foon  as  pofTible  ;  and 
alfo  to  procure  fubfcriptions  to  the 
fame. 

And  whereas  it  is  the  opinion 
of  this  town,  that  divers  new  ma¬ 
nufactures  may  be  fet  up  in  Ame¬ 
rica,  to  its  great  advantage,  and 
fome  others  carried  to  a  greater 
extent,  .particularly  thofe  of  glafs 
and  paper : 

Therefore  voted,  that  this  town 
will,  by  all  prudent  ways  and 
means,  encourage  the  ufe  and  con- 
iumption  of  glafs  and  paper  made 
in  any  of  the  Brltifh  American  co¬ 
lonies,  and  more  efpecially  in  this 
province. 

Then  the  meeting  adjourned 
till  three  o’clock  in  the  afternoon; 
when  the  committee,  appointed  in 
the  forenoon  to  prepare  a  form  for 
fubfcription,  reported  as  follows  : 

Whereas  this  province  labours 
under  a  heavy  debt,  incurred  in 
the  courfe  of  the  late  war';  and  the 
inhabitants  by  this  means  mull  be 
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for  fome  time  fubjeCl  to  very  bur- 
thenfome  taxes  :  and  as  our  trade 
has  for  fome  years  been  on  the  de¬ 
cline,  and  is  now  particularly  un¬ 
der  great  embarraffments,  and  bur- 
thened  with  heavy  impofitions,  our 
medium  very  fcarce,  and  the  ba¬ 
lance  of  trade  greatly  again  it  this 
country  : 

We  therefore,  the  fubfcribers, 
being  fenfible  that  it  is  abfolutely 
necefiary,  in  order  to  extricate  us 
out  of  thefe  embarrafied  and  dif- 
treiTed  circumitances,  to  promote 
indultry,  ceconomy,  and  manu¬ 
factures  among  ourfelves,  and  by 
this  means  prevent  the  unneceffary 
importation  of  European  commo¬ 
dities,  the  exceffi ve  ufe  of  which 
threatens  the  country  with  poverty 
and  ruin,  do  promife  and  engage, 
to  and  with  each  other,  that  we 
will  encourage  the  ufe  and  con- 
lumption  of  all  articles  manufac¬ 
tured  in  any  of  the  Britiih  Ame¬ 
rican  colonies,  and  more  efpecial¬ 
ly  in  this  province  ;  and  that  we 
will  not,  from  and  after  the  3  lit 
of  December  next  enfuing,  pur- 
chafe  any  of  the  following  articles 
imported  from  abroad,  viz.  loaf- 
fugar,  and  all  the  other  articles 
enumerated  above. 

And  we  further  agree,  EriClly 
to  adhere  to  the  late  regulation  re- 
fpeCHng  funerals,  and  will  not  ufe 
any  gloves  but  what  are  manu¬ 
factured  here,  nor  procure  any  new 
garments,  upon  fuch  an  occafion, 
but  vvhat  fhall  be  abfolutely  necef- 
fary. 

The  above  report  having  been 
conhdered,  the  queflion  was  put, 
whether  the  fame  fhall  be  accept¬ 
ed  ?  voted  unanimoully  in  the  af¬ 
firmative. 

The  reprefentatives  of  the  town 
[A]  4  have 
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A  general  bill  of  all  the  chriflen- 
ings  and  burials  from  December 
.  1 6,  1766,  to 
1 767. 


Chriflened 
Males  8211 
Females  7769 

1-  ■  j 

In  all  15980 
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have  made  humble  application  to 
liis  excellency  the  governor,  that 
he  will  convene  the  general  alTem- 
bly  as  foon  as  may  be. 

William  Coope r,  Town-Clerk. 

Married  lately,  Mr.  Chriftian 
Weftrefs,  jeweller,  in  Weft-ftreet, 

Seven-dials,  aged  40,  to  Mrs.  Su- 
fannah  Newbury,  of  Monmouth- 
Freet,  aged  89. 

Mr.  William  Robinfon,  fur- 
veyor  to  the  city  hofpitals,  who 
died  lately,  has  left  to  ChriF’s 
hofpitals  2ocol,  to  St.  Bartholo¬ 
mew’s  hofpital  2000  1.  to  Bethlem 
hofpital  2©oo  1.  to  St.  Luke’s  hof- 
pital  2000I.  to  the  city  of  London 
lying- in  -  hofpital  in  Alderfgate- 
Freet  2000 1.  and  to  Raine’s  hofpi¬ 
tal,  for  the  apprenticing  of  girls, 

2000 1.  as  alfo  2co  1.  to  the  charity- 
ichool  of  Bread-Freet  and  Cord- 
vvamers  ward,  for  which  he  alfo  in 
his  life-time  built  a  fchool-houfe, 
which  coF  him  upwards  of 
ioool. 

Died  at  Groningen,  in  Holland, 

Abel  Ge,  brands,  a  wheelwright,  at 
the  age  of  1  18  years,  two  months, 
and  ten  days. 

Mr.  Simon  Gilliwray,  at  St. 

K.ilda,  in  the  113th  year  of  his 
age,  who  never  was  out  of  the 

illand. 

Ai  Poplar,  Mrs.  Mary  Thomas, 
aged  iQ.  years. 

In  Ireland,  Darby  Neale,  ao-ed 
1 17  years. 

1  homas  Probyn  of  Coninibury 
hofpit  J  m  Hereford,  aged  10 1 
years. 

Margaret  Edwards,  of  Befiiefh 
in  Montgomeryfiiire,  aged  118 
years. 

Mr.  William  Maffinger,  former¬ 
ly  a  coach  maker  in  Gray’s  inn-laue, 
aged  102  years. 


December  15, 


Buried 

Males  11306 
Females  11306 


In  all  22612 


Increafed  in  the  burials 

this 

year. 

1299. 

Died  under  two  years  of  ap-e  7668 

Between  2  and 

5 

1 82  r 

5  and 

10 

765 

10  and 

20 

787 

20  and 

3° 

1899 

30  and 

40 

2145 

40  and 

50 

2376 

50  and 

60 

1858 

60  and 

70 

1669 

70  and 

80 

1083 

80  and 

90 

476 

90  and  100 

60 

101 

102 

103 
105 


i 

1 

2 
1 


22612 


Supplement  to  the  hills  of  births , 
for  the  year  1766,  at  the  end  of  our 
Chronicle  for  lajl  year. 

The  number  of  deaths  at  Ve¬ 
nice  from  the  28th  of  Feb.  1766, 
to  the  28th  of  February  this  year, 
was  5171;  and  that  of  births  4984 ; 
fo  that  the  deaths  exceeded  the 
births  by  1  87.  The  foundling  chil¬ 
dren  brought  to  the  hofpital  of 
piety,  during  the  fame  term,  a- 
mounted  to  204,  \ 

Bilk 
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Bills  of  births ,  &c.  for  the  year 
1767. 

Paris,  Born  19749.  Deaths 
19875.  Increafed  in  births  this 
year  976.  Increafed  in  deaths 
1 8 1  • 

Amfterdam.  Births  4908. 
Deaths  6999.  Increafed  in  the 
births  361.  Decreafed  in  the 
deaths  272. 

Copenhagen.  Births  in  this 
city  amounted  to  2957,  the  deaths 
to  3361 ,  and  the  marriages  to  909, 
In  the  dutchy  of  Schlefwig  the 
births  were  6971,  and  the  deaths 
6384.  In  the  dutchy  of  Holitein 
the  births  were  4771,  and  the 
deaths  3736. 

Turin.  Born  in  this  city  1548 
boys,  and  1408  girls,  in  all  2956  : 
And  the  number  of  deaths  was 
5980,  viz.  935  men,  886  women, 
1169  boys,  and  2990  girls.  The 
number  of  inhabitants  in  the  city, 
fuburbs,  and  territory  of  Turin, 
was  computed  to  be  79,818;  of 
whom  41,807  were  men  and  boys, 
and  38,01 1  of  the  other  fex. 

Brunfwick.  Births  1241,  Deaths 
1022. 

Births,  marriages,  and  burials 
In  the  city  of  Durham,  for  1767, 
were  as  follow  :  Chridenings, 
males  77,  females  72,  in  all  149. 
Marriages  65.  Buried,  males  79, 
females  76,  in  all  135. 

At  Whitby,  laft  year,  there 
■were  chriftened  298,  buried  177, 
and  married  55. 

In  the  city  of  Cheder,  lad  year, 
there  were  351  chridenings,  143 
marriages,  and  367  burials.  De¬ 
creafed  in  chridenings,  18.  In¬ 
creafed  in  burials,  17,  Decreafed 
in  marriages,  10. 

Stockholm.  According  to  a 
calculation  made  in  1760,  and 
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lately  publifhed,  there  were  then 
in  this  kingdom  1,127,938  men 
and  boys,  and  1,255,175  women 
and  girls  ;  in  all  2,313,123  perfons. 
The  number  of  noblemen  was 
10,045.  The  clergy,  with  the 
fchools  and  colleges,  amounted  to 
4488,  or  including  their  wives  and 
children,  18,197.  And  the  num¬ 
ber  of  thofe  who  had  a  right  of 
freedom  in  cities  and  towns,  was 
162,888.  It  appeared  there  had 
been  an  increafe  of  2773  inhabi¬ 
tants  fince  the  year  1758. 

BIRTHS  for  the  year  1 767* 

Jan.  14.  Great  Dutchefs  of  Tuf- 
cany,  of  a  princefs. 

16.  Lady  Bellafyfe,  of  a 
daughter. 

Countefs  of  Harbo- 
rough,  of  a  fon. 

23.  Countefs  of  Suffolk,  of 

a  daughter. 

Lady  Catharine  Dubois, 
daughter  to  the  late 
earl  of  Anglefea,  of 
a  fon. 

Lady  of  the  bilhop  of 
St.  Davids,  of  a 
daughter. 

Feb.  6.  Countefs  of  Shannon,  of 
a  daughter. 

Lady  of  Sir  Edw.  Swin- 
burn  of  Capheaton, 
Bart,  of  her  fifth  fon. 

Lady  Halkerton,  wife  to 
the  Hon.  Anthony 
Browne,  of  a  daugh¬ 
ter. 

24.  Countefs  of  Bucking- 

hamfhire,of  a  daugh¬ 
ter. 

March  7,  Lady  Lambton,of  afon. 

Lady  of  Sir  G.  Robin- 
Ion,  Bart,  of  a  fon. 

22.  Lady 


/ 


/ 

/  / 

•  -  % 
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22.  Lady  Grofvenor,  of  a 
fon  and  heir. 

April  i.  Lady  Elizabeth  Wemy fs, 
of  a  fon. 

3.  Lady  Vilcountefs  Hin- 
'  chin  brook,  of  a  fon. 

1 1 .  Xady  Gailies,  of  a  daugh¬ 
ter. 

Countefs  of  Donegal, 
of  a  daughter. 

Lady  of  Sir  James  Cald¬ 
well,  Bart,  of  a  fon. 

May  5»  Lady  of  the  Hon.  and 
Rev.  Mr.  Digby,  of 
a  daughter. 

13.  Countefs  of  Errol,  of  a 
fon  and  heir. 

Lady  of  Sir  Thomas 
Bingham,  of  a  fon. 

24.  Countefs  of  Dundonald, 
of  a  fon. 

31.  Lady  of  Lord  Willough¬ 
by  de  Brooke,  of  a 
daughter. 

Princefs  of  Brazil,  of  a 
prince. 

June  7.  Lady  Vifcountefs  Clan- 
william,  of  a  daughter. 

13,  Lady  of  Sir  Gervas  Clif¬ 
ton,  Bart,  of  a  fon. 

Lady  Mary  Walker,  or 
a  daughter. 

Dutchefs  of  Athole,  of 
a  fon. 

21.  Lady  of  Sir  Thomas 
Broughton,  of  a  fon. 

Lady  of  Sir  Brooke 
Bridges,  of  a  fon. 

July  7.  Lady  of  Sir  George  Ar- 
rnitage,  of  a  daughter, 

13.  Lady  of  the  Hon.  Col, 
Fitzroy,  of  a  daughter. 

Lady  of  the  Bifliop  of 
Elphin,  in  Ireland, 
of  a  fon. 

Countefs  of  Darnley,  in 
Ireland,  of  a  fon® 


RtE  gister 

24.  Lady  of  Lord  Vifcount 
Weymouth,  of  a 
daughter. 

Aug.  3.  Lady  of  Sir  John.  Webb> 
of  a  fon. 

20.  The  Right  Hon.  the 

Pvfarchionefs  of  Ta- 
viftock,  of  a  fon. 

Lady  of  the  Earl  of 
Louth,  in  Ireland,  of 
a  daughter. 

Lady  of  Lord  George 
Sackville,  of  a  fon 
and  heir. 

Sept.  23.  Lady  of  Lord  Forbes, 
of  a  fon. 

Lady  of  Sir  Wm.  Og- 
lander,  of  a  fon. 

C&.  4.  Lady  of  Sir  Jacob  Wolfe, 
of  a  daughter. 

16.  Lady  of  Sir  Digby  Le- 
gard,  of  a  fon. 

Lady  of  Lord  Clifford, 
of  a  fon. 

21.  Lady  of  the  Earl  of 

Cork  and  Orrery,  of 
a  fon. 

Lady  Afhbroke,  of  a 
fon. 

Lady  of  Lord  Archibald 
Hamilton,  of  a  fon 
and  heir. 

Lately,  the  Lady  of  Sir 
Walter  Blount,  of  a 
fon  and  heir, 

28.  Princefs  .Louifa,  fifter 
to  the  King  of  Den¬ 
mark,  and  confort  of 
Prince  Charles  of 
Heffe  Caffel,  of  a 
princefs. 

Nov.  2.  Her  Majefty  delivered 
of  a  prince. 

3.  The  Lady  of  the  Lion. 
Mr.  Fox,  of  a  daugh¬ 
ter,  at  Ld.  Holland’s 
boufe  in  Piccadilly. 

Lady 


Dec.  4. 


1 2. 
18. 


Lately, 


30. 


M  A  R 
Jan.  1. 


Feb.  25. 
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LadyCaroline  Edwards, 
of  three  fons. 

Lady  of  the  Hon.  Ed¬ 
ward  Bouverie,  of  a 
fon. 

Countefs  of  Egmont,  of 
a  daughter. 

Countefs  of  Dartmouth, 
of  a  fon. 

Dutchefs  of  Beaufort,  of 
a  fon. 

Countefs  of  Portfmouth, 
of  a  fon. 

Lady  of  the  Right  Hon. 
Lord  Howe,  of  a 
daughter. 

Countefs  of  Ancram, 
of  a  daughter. 

Marchionefs  of  Lothian, 
of  a  daughter. 

Countefs  of  Selkirk,  of 
a  fon. 

Dutchefs  of  Leinfter,  of 
a  fon. 

Lady  VifcountefsTownf- 
hend,  of  a  fon,  at  the 
Caftie  of  Dublin. 

Lady  Molyneaux,  in 
Dublin,  of  a  fon. 


L  I  A  G  E  S,  1 767. 

Col.  Ligonier,  nephew 
of  Earl  Ligonier,  to 
Mifs  Pitt,daughterto 
George  Pitt,  Efq; 
EmbaifadoratT  urin. 

The  Earl  of  Strath¬ 
more,  to  Mifs  Bowes 
ofDurham,  therich- 
eft  heirefsin  Europe ; 
her  prefen  t  fortune  is 
one  million,  and  for¬ 
ty  thoufand  pounds; 
befides  a  great  join* 


ture  on  the  death  of 
her  mother,  and  a 
large  ellate  on  the 
demife  of  an  uncle. 

March  3.  The  Earl  of  Effex,  to 
Mifs  Bladon. 

Hon.  John  Byng,  fon 
of  the  late  Lord  Tor- 
rington,  to  the  eldeft 
daughter  of  Capt. 
Forreft  of  the  Navy. 

20,  Duke  of  Buccleugh,  to 
Lady  Betty  Monta¬ 
gue. 

Sir  Jeffery  Amherft,  to 
Mifs  Cary,  daughter 
to  Gen.  Cary. 

April  2.  Sir  John  Eden,  Bart,  to 
Mifs  Johnfon. 

16.  Earl  of  Barrymore,  to 
Lady  Amelia  Stan¬ 
hope,  daughtertothe 
Earl  of  Harrington. 

May  10.  The  Earl  of  Anglefea, 
to  the  Hon  Mifs  Lyt¬ 
telton,  only  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Lord  Lyttel¬ 
ton. 

28.  Lord  Burgherfh,  eldeft 
fon  to  the  Earl  of 
W e  ft  m  or e  1  a  n  d,  to  La¬ 
dy  Sufan  Gordon. 
SirCharlesCope,Bart.to 
Mifs  Bifhop,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Sir  Cecil  Bi¬ 
fhop. 

30.  The  Hon.  Wm.  Craven, 
nephew  to  Lord  Cra¬ 
ven,  to  Lady  Betty 
Berkeley,  ft  iter  to  the 
Earl  of  Berkeley. 

June  1.  The  Right  Hon.  Lord 
Waltham,  to  Mil's 
Coe. 

14.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Darner,  \ 
eldelt  ion  of  Lord, 
Milton,  to  Mifs  Con¬ 
way, 
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way,  daughter  of  the 
.Right  Hon.  Henry 
Seymour  Conway, 
Efq; 

The  Earl  of  Hopetown, 
to  Lady  Betty  Leflie. 

17.  Right  Hon.  Lord  Wil¬ 
liam  Seymour,  bro¬ 
ther  to  the  Duke  of 
Somerfet,  to  Mifs 
Maitravers. 

July  6.  His  Excellency  Count 
Bruhl,  Minifter  ex¬ 
traordinary  from  the 
E’edlor  of  Saxony,  to 
the  Countefs  Dowa¬ 
ger  of  Egremont. 

12.  Duke  of  Chandos,  to 
Mifs  Major,  daugh¬ 
ter  to  Trjohn  Major. 

Earl  of  Thanet,  to  the 
Hon.  Mifs  Polly 
Sackville,  daughter 
to  Lord  John. 

24.  The  Princefs  Louifa 
WilhelminaofBran- 
denburgh,  to  the 
reigning  Prince  of 
Anhalt  Deffau. 

27.  The  Earl  of  Dalhouhe, 
to  Mifs  Glen. 

Charles  Howard,  Efq; 
preemptive  heir  to 
the  D  u  ke  of  N  orfol  k, 
to  Mifs  Coppinger. 

Sept.  1.  Ralph  Payne,  Efq;  to 
Mademoifelle  Kobe!, 
daughter  of  the  late 
General.  She  came 
to  England  with  the 
Princefs  Poniatow- 
Iky,  filler  to  the  King 
of  Poland. 

2.  Lord  Adam  Gordon,  to 
the  Dutchefs  Dowa¬ 
ger  of  Athol. 

18.  William  Clayton,  Efq; 
to  Lady  Ferrnor,  fif- 
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ter  to  the  Earl  of 
Pomfret. 

Gdl.  4.  The  Prince  of  Orange, 
at  Berlin,  to  the 
Princefs  of  Pruffia. 

6.  Lord  Vifcount  Palmer- 
don,  to  Mifs  Poole, 
daughter  of  the  late 
Sir  Francis  Poole. 

9.  The  Earl  of  Harbo- 
rough,  to  Mifs  Cave, 
elded  daughter  of  Sir 
Thomas  Cave. 

18.  The  Duke  of  Gordon, 
to  Mifs  Jane  Max¬ 
well. 

Dec.  12,  Hon.  Henry  Tracy,  bro¬ 
ther  to  Lord  Tracy, 
to  Mifs  Weaver. 


Principal  PROMOTIONS  for 

the  year  1 767,  from  the  London 

Gazette,  &c. 

Jan.  13.  Thomas  Champneys, 
of  Orchardley,  in  Somerfetfhire, 
Efq;  and  his  heirs  male,  the  dig¬ 
nity  of  a  Baronet. 

—  17.  Richard  Stonehewer, 
Efq;  a  Commilfioner  of  Excife,  in 
the  room  of  William  Cayley,  Efq; 
deceafed. 

Feb.  7.  Rev.  and  Hon.  Frede¬ 
rick  Hervey,  to  the  Bifhopric  of 
Cloyne,  in  Ireland. 

March  14.  Edward  Baker,  Efq; 
Conful  General  at  Tripoli. 

—  24.  The  Marquis  of  Lorn, 
Commander  in  chief  of  the  forces, 
&c.  in  Scotland,  in  the  room  of 
Lieutenant  General  Lord  George 
Beaucl'erc.  —  James  Burnet  of 
Montboddo,  Efq;  a  Lord  of  Coun¬ 
cil  and  Seffion  in  Scotland,  in  the 
room  of  Lord  Milton,  deceafed. 

• — Hon  Robert  WTlpole,  Secreta¬ 
ry  to  the  extraordinary  embalTy  to 
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the  court  of  Spain,  in  the  room  of 
Lord  C'ardrofs,  who  refigns, 

April  16.  Sir  Laurence  Dundas, 
Vice  Admiral  of  Shetland  and  Ork¬ 
ney,  John  Elliot,  Efq;  Vice  Admi¬ 
ral  of  Weft  Florida. 

May  9.  The  Duke  of  Bolton, 
Vice  Admiral  of  the  Ifte  of  Wight. 

June  9.  John  Hort,  Etq;  Coruul- 
General  at  Lifbon. 

—  27,  Ralph  Foley,  Efq;  of 
Thorplee,  and  his  heirs  male,  the 
dignity  of  a  Baronet* 

July  28.  John  Poweland  George 
John  Cooke,  Eiqrs.  to  be  Joint- 
Agents  and  Solicitors  to  ail  the 
regiments  and  independent  com¬ 
panies  of  invalids. 

Auguft  12.  Right  Hon.  Lord 
Vifcount  Townfhend,  to  be  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland. 

—  18.  Right  Hon.  Carolina 
Campbell,  Countefs  of  Dalkeith, 
the  dignity  of  a  Baronefs,  by  the 
title  of  Baronefs  of  Greenwich, 
with  fucceflion  and  the  dignity  of 
Baron  to  her  heirs  male  by  the 
Right  Hon.  Charles  Townihend, 
Efq; — Lord  Howth,  of  the  king¬ 
dom  of  Ireland ,  and  his  heirs  male, 
the  dignity  of  Vifcount  St.  Law¬ 
rence,  and  Earl  of  Howth. — Charles 
Baron  of  Coloony,  and  his  heirs 
male,  the  dignity  of  an  Earl  of  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland,  by  the  title  of 
Earl  of  Belmont.  —  Conftantine 
Phipps,  Efq;  and  his  heirs  male, 
the  dignity  of  a  Baron  of  the  laid 
kingdom,  by  the  title  of  Baron 
Mulgrave  of  New  Rofs,  in  the 
county  of  Wexford. 

—  28.  Mr.  Lowndes,  fon  to 
Charles  Lowndes,  Efq;  of  the  trea- 
fury,  a  Commiftioner  of  Excife,  in 
the  room  of  Sir  Henry  Poole,  de- 
ceafed. — Thomas  JBradihaw,  Efq; 
Secretary  of  the  Trealury,  in  the 
room  of  Charles  Lowndes,  Efq; 


who  refigns.  —  Lord  Frederick 
Campbell,  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant, of  Ireland. — Mr.  Bow¬ 
den,  Mailer  of  the  Hbrfe. — Tho¬ 
mas  Smith,  Efq;  Deputy  Ufher  of 
the  Black  Rod  to  the  Houfe  of 
Lords  in  Ireland. — Right  Rev.  and 
Hon.  Dr.  Harvey,  Biftiop  of  Cloyne, 
and  Arthur  Upton,  Efq;  Privy 
Counfellors  in  Ireland — William 
Davis,  one  of  the  four  principal 
Clerks  of  the  Freafury,  in  the 
room  of  Thomas  Bradfhaw.  — 
Richard  Hopkins,  Efq;  Clerk  of 
the  Green  Cloth,  in  the  room  of 
Sir  John  Evelyn,  deceafed.  — 

- r—  Southwell,  Efq;  Deputy 

Judge  Advocate,  Commiftary  of 
Mullers  and  Receiver-General  of 
the  ifland  of  Minorca. — John  Ran¬ 
dolph,  Efq;  Attorney-General  of 
Virginia.  —  William  Blair,  Efq; 
Clerk  of  the  Privy  Council,  in  the 
room  of  William  Sharpe,  de¬ 
ceafed. 

Sept.  8.  John  Hort,  Efq;  of 
Caftle-Strange,  Middlefex,  and  his 
heirs  male,  to  the  dignity  of  a  Ba¬ 
ronet.  —  William  Burton,  John 
Wyndham  Bowyer,  David  Papil- 
lon,  George  Lewis  Scott,  Thomas 
Bowlby,  Richard  Bagot,  George 
Quarme,  and  Richard  Stonehew'er, 
toge  t  her  w  i  th  A  n  th  o  n  y  L  u  cas,  E  fqrs . 
Commiftioners  for  the  management 
and  receipt  of  his  Majefty’s  revenue 
of  Excife,  and  othei  Duties. — Hen¬ 
ry  Hutton,  John  Temple,  William 
Burch,  Charles  Paxton,  and  John 
Robmfon,  Efqrs.  Commiftioners 
for  the  receipt  and  management  of 
his  Majeity’s  Cuftoms  and  other 
Duties  in  America. — James  Por¬ 
ter,  Efq;  Comptroller  on  the  cafhier 
of  the  accounts  of  the  Cuitoms  and 
other  Duties  in  America. — Charles 
Stuart,  Efq;  Cafhier  and  Paymaf- 
ter  of  his  Majeily’s  revenues  of 

Cuftoms 
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Cuftoms  and  other  Duties  in  A- 
inerica.  —  Philip  Sharpe,  'E fq ; 
Keeper  of  the  Privy  Council  Re¬ 
cords. 

—  1 2.  Right  Hon.  William  Lord 
Mansfield,  Chief  Jufticeofhis  Ma- 
jefty’s  Court  of  King’s  Bench, 
Chancellor  of  his  Majefty’s  Exche¬ 
quer,  in  theroom  of  Charles  Town¬ 
fhend,  Efq;  deceafed, 

19.  Peter  Dennis,  of  Black- 
mahllone,  in  Romney  Marfh,  Kent, 
and  his  heirs  male,  the  dignity  of 
a  Baronet. 

Oft.  2.  Stephen  Cottrel,  Efq; 
erne  of  the  Clerks  in  ordinary  to 
the  Privy  Council. 

— -  13.  Dr.  Markham,  Dean  of 
Chrift  Church,  Oxford,  in  the 
room  of  Dr.  Gregory,  deceafed. 
— Dr.  Newcome,  Dean  of  Rochef- 
ter,  in  the  room  of  Dr.  Mark¬ 
ham.  — -  The  Bilhop  of  Sodor  and 
Man,  to  the  Mailerfhip  of  Sher- 
horn  hofpital,  Durham,  worth 
800 1.  a  year. 

Oft.  2\.  Sir  William  Burnaby, 
Rear  Admiral  of  the  Red,  and  his 
heirs  male,  the  Dignity  of  a  Ba¬ 
ronet. —  Edward  Young,  Chrifto- 
pher  Pvigby,  John  Frenchard,  Tho¬ 
mas  Wyndham,  Daniel  Bull, 
George  Blount,  and  Edward  Tuck¬ 
er,  Eiqrs.  Commiffioners  of  Taxes. 
— His  Royal  Plighnefs  the  Duke 
of  Gloucefter,  Keeper  of  Cranburn 
Chace,  Lodge,  &c.  in  the  room  of 
the  Duke  of  York. — Sir  George 
Maccartney,  Ambaffador  extraor¬ 
dinary  and  plenipotentiary,  to  the 
Court  of  Ruffia.  —  James  Hewitt, 
Efq;  a  Juftice  of  the  King’s  Bench, 
Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland,  in  the 
room  of  John  Baron  Bowes,  de¬ 
ceafed  ;  alfo  Baron  Lifford,  of 
Lifford  in  the  county  of  Donne- 
gal. 


Nov.  28.  Thomas  Shirley,  Efq? 
Governor  of  the  Bahama  iflands. 

Dec.  1.  Lora  North,  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  and  a  Lord  of 
the  Treafury. 

5.  Thomas  Townfhend,  jun. 
Efq;  J  int  Paymafter  of  the  forces, 
in  the  room  of  Lord  North. 

—  23.  Granville,  Earl  Gower, 
Lord  Prefident  of  the  Council,  in 
the  room  of  the  Earl  of  Northing- 
ton.  Thomas  Townfhend  and 
George  Onflow,  Efqrs.  fworn  of 
the  Privy  Council.  —  His  Royal 
Highnefs  the  Duke  of  Cumberland, 
a  Knight  of  the  Garter. 


DEATHS,  1 767. 

Jan.  4.  At  Rome,  Cardinal  Si- 
monetti. 

Marquis  of  Rochefoucault,  at 
Lyons,  aged  89  years. 

12.  Lord  Vifcount  Mayo,  of 
the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  in  Pall- 
mall. 

1 7.  The  Duchefs  Dowager  of 
Athol.  1 * * 4 * * 7 

Hon.  Mifs  Maitland,  grand¬ 
daughter  to  the  late  Earl  of  Lau¬ 
derdale. 

Hon.  Mr.  Bathurfl,  elded  fon  of 
Lord  Bathurft. 

Lately,  Right  Hon.  Lady  Phil- 
lippa  Connel,  filler  of  the  late  Earl 
of  Abercorn. 

Feb.  1.  Right  Hon.  the  Coun- 
tefs  of  H  arborough . 

4.  Right  Hon.  Countefs  of  Suf¬ 

folk,  daughter  to  Robert  Lord 

Trevor,  in  child-bed. 

7.  Hon.  Edward  Howard,  Efq; 
heir  to  the  Duke  of  Norfolk. 

10,  Sir  Robert  Long,  Bart. 

Car- 
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Cardinal  Veronefe,  Bifhop  of  Pa¬ 
dua,  in  the  Szd  year  of  his  age. 

William,  Baron  O’Kelly,  gene¬ 
ral  of  foot,  at  Vienna. 

The  Dutchefs  of  Fronfac, daugh¬ 
ter-in-law  to  Marfhal  Richelieu, 
and  niece  to  the  Countels  of  Guer- 
chy. 

Feb.  14.  Lady  of  the  late  Sir 
John  Strickland,  Bart. 

Lady  of  the  Right  Hon .  the  Earl 
of  Fortrofe,  and  daughter  to  the 
Earl  of  Harrington. 

,  Lady  Fortefcue,  mother  to  Lord 
Fortefcue. 

Lately  at  Liverpool,  Mrs.  Sarah 
Boteler,  relict  of  Francis  Boteler, 
of  St.  Anne’s,  Weftminder,  Efq; 
defcended  in  the  male  line  from  the 
ancient  Dukes  of  Normandy,  pro¬ 
genitors  of  the  Kings  of  England 
for  upwards  of  700  years  pait. 

March  13.  At  Verfailles,  her 
Royal  Highnefs  the  Duphinefs. 
Her  Highnefs  was  born  at  Dref- 
den,  the  4th  of  November,  1731, 
of  Frederick  Augullus  III.  King  of 
Poland  and  EleCtor  of  Saxony,  and 
Mary  Jofepha  Benedict,  Arch- 
dutchefs  of  Audria,  eldeit  daughter 
to  the  Emperor  Jofeph.  She  was 
married  the  9th  of  November, 
1747,  to  Louis, Dauphin  of  France, 
who  died  at  Fontainbleau  the  20th 
of  December,  1765.  By  this  prince 
fhe  has  left  rive  child.-en,  three 
fans  and  two  daughters. 

22.  The  molt  noble  Francis 
Ruffel,  Marquis  of  Tavi dock,  only 
fon  to  his  grace  the  Duke  of  Bed¬ 
ford.  His  lord fhi p  was  born  Sep¬ 
tember  26,  1739,  and  married 
Lady  Ann  Keppei,  fBter  to  the 
Earl  of  Albemarle,  by  whom  he 
has  left  two  infant  fons,  and  the 
Marchionefs  with  child.  His  lord- 
fnip’s  amiable  qualities  make  him 
univerfally  lamented  as  a  public 
lofs$  and  his  death  is  the  more  to 
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be  regretted,  confidering  the  me¬ 
lancholy1  accident  which  caufed 
it,  being  as  follows :  On  Tuefday 
the  10th  inftant,  his  lordfhip  be¬ 
ing  a  dag. hunting,  leapt  his  horfe 
over  a  low  hedge  towards  the  end 
of  the  chace,  when  the  horfe  be¬ 
ing  much  fatigued  and  jaded  with 
the  length  of  the  chace,  fell  with 
him,  and  his  lordfhip  not  being 
able  to  quit  the  reins,  was  tramp¬ 
led  on,  whereby  feveral  fraClures 
were  made  in  his  head. 

24th.  Hon.  Mils  Harriet  Mon- 
fon,  vounged  Daughter  of  Lord 
Monfon. 

Right  Hon.  Countefs  of  Mill- 
town,  in  Ireland. 

Right  Hon.  Eliz.  Lady  Wil¬ 
loughby  de  Broke- 

26.  Hon*  Charles  Maitland, 
younged  fon  to  the  Earl  of  Lau¬ 
derdale.  1 

The  only  fon  of  the  Earl  of 
Shannon. 

28.  Sir  Henry  Edwards,  Bart, 
at  Shrewd>ury. 

Lady  or  Sir  James  Livingdon, 
Bart,  in  Scotland. 

April  5.  Lady  of  Sir  Thomas 
Gooch,  Bart. 

Charlotte  Wilhelmina,  born 
Princefs  of  Saxes  Cobourg  Saa- 
field,  Countefs  Dowager  of  Ha- 
nau. 

13.  Lady  MTry  Bertie,  elded 
daughter  to  the  JDuke  of  Ancafter. 

Right  Lion.  JLord  Vifcount  Do- 
neraile,  at  Bath . 

16.  Right  Won.  Jane  Dutchefs 
of  Argyll.  She  was  one  of  the 
maids  of  honour  to  Queen  Anne, 
and  Queen  Ca  roline  when  Prjncefs 
of  Wales.  IJ  er  grace  had  iff ue 
five  daughters ,  viz.  Lady  Caroline, 
married  firft  to  Francis  Earl  of  Dal¬ 
keith,  and  fecondly  to  the  Right 
Hon.  Char  les  Townfhend,  the 
prefent  Ch|  ncellor  of  the  Exche¬ 
quer  ; 
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quer;  Lady  Anne,  married  to  Wil¬ 
liam  Earl  of  Stafford  ;  Lady  Jane, 
who  died  in  her  12th  year;  Lady 
Betty,  married  to  the  Right  Hon. 
James  Stewart  Mackenzie,  brother 
to  the  Earl  of  Bute  ;  Lady  Mary, 
married  to  Edward  Vifcount  Coke, 
heir  apparent  of  Thomas  Earl  of 
Leiceiier,  and  to  his  mother  Mar¬ 
garet,  Baronefs  Clifford,  who  left 
her  a  widow  without  iffue. 

Right  Hon,  William  King,  Ba¬ 
ron  of  Oakham  in  Surry. 

23.  Right  Hon.  Anth., .Browne, 
Lord  Vifcount  Montacute,  aged 
80  years. 

Right  Hon.  Lady  George  Sut¬ 
ton,  wife  to  Lord  George  Sutton, 
of  Kelham  Notts,  third  fon  to  the 
Duke  of  Rutland. 

Right  Hon.  Lord  St.  John  of 
Ble.tfoe,  at  Nice. 

29..  Sir  John  Morgan,  Bart. 

Lad y  Monckton,  at  Edinburgh. 
Lady  Dowager  Frederick,  in 
Saville-Rew. 

May  5.  Lady  of  Sir  Bellingham 
Graham,  Bart.-  in  Yorkfhire. 

Lady  Croft  h  1  Kenfmgton. 

2.2.  Lady  M.  ary  Lyon,  filler  to 
the  Earl  of  Strat  hmore. 

At  his  houfe  in  Red  lion-fquare, 
the  Right  Hon  1  ?hilip  Jacob,  Ba¬ 
ron  de  Soefdick  Wan  Cloon,  Lord 
Rynfwick,  former  ly  one  of  the 
States  of  Holland. 

Sir  William  Ga?  e,  Bart. 

O 

29.  The  Empn  Ts  Con  fort  at 
Vienna,  of  the  fmall  pox  ;  Ihe  was 
filter  to  the  Elector  0  f  Bavaria. 

,30.  The  Hon.  Major  Gen. 
John  Bofcawen,  fecor  id  brother  to 
Lord  Falmouth. 

June  1.  John  Augi  ultus,  Duke 
of  Saxony,  fecond  brt  -ther  to  the 
reigning  Duke.  He  was  born 
April  14,  1745. 

His  Highnefs  the  reigning 
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prince  of  Hohenloe  Kircheberg, 
during  divine  fervice  at  the  cathe¬ 
dral  of  Anfpach,  vvhillt  a  fermon 
was  preaching  on  this  text,  “  Re¬ 
member,  man,  thy  latter  end, 13  was 
feized  with  a  paralytic  fit,  and  died 
indantly. 

10.  Of  the  fmall-pox,  greatly 
lamented.  Prince  Henry  Charles, 
next  brother  to  the  Prince  Royal 
of  Pruflia. 

21.  Lady  Vifcountefs  Dowager 
Bleffington  in  Ireland,  aged  84 
years. 

Lately,  Mr.  de  Hulfen,  Lieut. 
General  of  Infantry,  knight  of  the 
Black  Eagle,  and  Governor  of 
Berlin. 

The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Hope, 
eldefl  fon  of  the  Earl  of  Hope- 
town  ;  he  was  aged  27,  and  lately 
returned  from  America. 

23.  The  Hon.  Lieutenant  Gen. 
Thomas  Brudenel,  Governor  of 
Windfor  Cattle. 

Sir  John  Evelyn,  Bart. 

Princefs  Augulla  Wilhelmina, 
aunt  to  the  reigning  Prince  of  An¬ 
halt  Bernbourg. 

Sir  Charles  Bond,  Bart,  at  Beau¬ 
maris  in  Angdefea. 

o 

July  1.  Hon.  Col.  John  Mor- 
daunt,  brother  to  the  Earl  of  Pe¬ 
terborough. 

5.  James  Earl  cf  Moray,  one  of 
the  fixteen  Peers  of  Scotland. 

The  Countefs  Dowager  of  Glaf- 
gow. 

8.  Sir  Henry  Poole,  Bart,  one  of 
the  Commilhoners  of  Excife. 

12.  Sir  William  Bowyer,  Bart, 
of  Denham  Court. 

Sir  William  Twyfden,  Bart. 

22.  Right  Hon.  John  Lord 
Bowes,  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ire¬ 
land. 

Right  Hon.  Countefs  Dowager 
of  Suffolk,  aged  86. 

The 
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The  Prince  Primate  of  Poland,  Sept.  4.  The  Right  Hon,  Charles 
at  Warfaw.  y  Town  (hen  d,  Efq;  (in  the  41ft  year 

Right  Hon,  Lady  Dawager  of  his  age,  of  a  putrid  fever)  fe- 
King.  cond  Commiffioner  of  the  Trea- 

The  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  fury,  Chancellor  and  Under-Trea- 


Hyndford,  one  of  the  fixteen  peers 
of  Scotland. 

The  Lady  of  Sir  Ralph  Mil- 
bank,  Bart,  at  Bath. 

Lately,  Col.  York  in  the  Por- 
tuguefe  fervice.  He  commanded 
the  artillery  at  the  (iege  of  Quebec, 
and  conveyed  them  up  a  pre¬ 
cipice,  where  a  (ingle  man  could 
not  mount  without  the  help  of 
bullies. 

The  mod  Hon.  William  Henry 
Ker,  Marquis  and  Earl  of  Lothian, 
Baron  Ker  of  Newbottle  and  Jed- 
burg,  and  Knight  of  the  ancient 
Order  of  the  Thiftle. 

Aug.  1,  The  celebrated  Albinus, 
at  Paris,  one  of  the  mod  (kilful 
anatomifts  in  Europe. 

Lord  Kinaird,  in  Scotland. 

Sir  Win.  Sinclair,  a  celebrated 
phyfician. 

21.  The  Hon.  and  Rev.  Allen 
Bathurft,  fon  to  Lord  Bathurft. 

22.  Lady  Mary  Elizabeth  Bou- 
verie,  only  daughter  to  the  Earl 
of  Radnor. 

Prince  Frederick  of  Deux-Ponts, 
at  Manheim.  This  prince  was  a 
Knight  of  the  Golden  Fleece, 
Grand  Croix  of  the  military  Or¬ 
der  of  Maria  Therefa,  General 
Field  Marihal  of  the  empire  of 
their  Imperial  Majefties,  and  of 
all  the  troops  of  the  Elector  Pa¬ 
latine,  Governor  of  Manheim, 
General  Field  Marihal  of  the 
troops  of  the  Circle  of  the  Upper 
R.hine,  and  Colonel  of  feveral  re¬ 
giments. 

Count  Fleming,  after  a  long  and 
painful  illnefs,  at  Drefden. 
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furer  of  the  Exchequer,  one  of  his 
Majefty’s  moll  Hon.  Privy-council, 
Member  of  Parliament  for  Har¬ 
wich,  and  only  brother  to  Lord 
Vifcount  Townlhend.  Befides  the 
offices  before  mentioned,  he  pafted 
through  thofe  of  Lord  of  trade  and 
plantations.  Lord  of  the  Admi¬ 
ralty,  Treafurer  of  his  Majefty’s 
chambers.  Secretary  at  war,  Firft: 
Lord  of  trade  and  plantations,  and 
Paymafter-general  of  his  Majefty’s 
forces.— Auguft  15,  1755,  he  mar¬ 
ried  Lady  Caroline,  eldeft  daugh¬ 
ter  and  coheirefs  of  his  grace, 
John  late  Duke  of  Argyll  and 
Greenwich  (widow  of  Francis  Earl 
of  Dalkeith,  fon  and  heir  of  Fran¬ 
cis  duke  of  Buccleugh)  by  whom 
he  has  left  two  fons  and  a  daugh¬ 
ter. 

Lady  of  Sir  Alexander  Macken¬ 
zie,  of  Garloch. 

Lady  of  Sir  William  Calvert. 

11.  Lady  of  Sir  Jarrit  Smith, 
Bart. 

17.  His  R.oyal  Highnefs  the 
Duke  of  York,  at  Monaco,  in 
Italy. 

Count  de  Guerchy,  late  ambaf- 
fador  to  England,  in  Paris. 

24.  Lady  of  Sir  Richard  Bed- 
dingfield,  Bart. 

Sir  Charles  Hotham  Baronet, 
nephew  to  the  Earl  of  Chefter- 
fteld. 

Lady  of  Sir  George  Pocock,  at 
Nice. 

26.  Sir  Martin  Wright,  late  3 
juftice  of  the  King’s-bencb. 

0£t.  1.  Lady  of  Sir  John  Carl¬ 
ton . 

[M]  Lad/ 


173]  ANNUAL 

Lady  of  Sir  Gregory  Page. 

ii.  Sir  John  Awbrey,  Bart. 

Sir  Ellis  Cunliffe, 

Hon.  Mrs.  Anne  Granville,  eld- 
eft  daughter  to  the  late  Lord  Lanf- 
downe. 

Sir  David  Cunningham,  Bart. 
Lieutenant-general  of  his  Majef¬ 
ty’s  forces,  and  Colonel  of  the 
57th  regiment  of  foot,  at  his 
houfe  at  Livingftone,  about  four¬ 
teen  miles  weft  from  Edin¬ 
burgh. 

Sir  Edmund  Thomas,  Bart,  at 
Wenvoe-caftie,  in  Glamorganfhire, 
Surveyor  of  his  Majefty’s  woods 
north  and  fouth  of  Trent,  Trea¬ 
surer  to  the  Princefs  Dowager  of 
Wales,  Knight  of  the  (hire  for 
Glamorganfhire,  and  Lieutenant- 
colonel  of  the  militia  of  that 
county. 

1 5 .  The  Arch  efuchefs  Maria 
jofepha,  betrothed  to  the  King  of 
Naples,  of  the  (mail- pox  at  Schon- 

brun. 

16.  Cardinal  AntonelH,  Secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Briefs  at  Rome. 

18.  Lady  Abdy,  at  her  feat  in 
EiTex,  aunt  to  Sir  Anthony  Tho¬ 
mas  Abdy,  Bart,  one  of  his  Ma¬ 
jefty’s  counfel,  and  Member  of 
parliament  for  Knarefborough,  in 
Yorkfhire  ;  by  whole  death,  it  is 
Laid,  an  efiate  of  3000 1.  per  ann. 
devolves  to  Sir  Anthony. 

26.  The  Hon,  General  Henry 
Pulteney,  only  brother  of  the  late 
William  Earl  of  Bath,  in  the  Sad 
.year  of  his  age,  at  Bath-houfe,  in 
Piccadilly.  He  was  abroad  in 
Queen  Anne’s  wars;  was  promoted 
to  be  a  Colonel,  Auguft  3,  1733  ; 
a  Major-general,  July  3,  1743  j 
a  Lieutenant-general,  Auguft  8, 
1 747  ;  and  General  in  1767.  He 
was  appointed  to  the  command  of 
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the  13th  regiment  of  foot,  July  3, 
1759;  and  fome  time  after  made 
Governor  of  Hull.  Upon  the  de. 
ceafe  of  William  late  Earl  of  Bath, 
without  iftue,  in  1764,  he  became 
pofTefted  of  his  lordfhip’s  immenfe- 
eftates,  both  real  and  perfonal, 
fome  few  legacies  excepted  ;  and 
in  the  year  following  refigned 
his  regiment  and  government  ; 
the  former  of  which  was  given 
to  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke 
of  Gloucefter,  William  Pulteney, 
Efq;  fon  of  Sir  William  John- 
ftone,  who  married  Mil's  Pulteney, 
niece  to  the  late  Earl  of  Bath, 
and  the  General,  who  fome  time 
ago  changed  his  name  to  Pulte¬ 
ney,  by  virtue  of  his  Majefty’s 
royal  mandate,  will  by  the  Gene¬ 
ral’s  death  be  pofTefted  of  a  very 
large  eftate. 

27.  Right  Hon.  Charles  Bennetr, 
Earl  of  Tankerviile,  and  Baron  of 
OlTulfton. 

On  the  2d  inftant,  her  Serene 
Highnefs  Louifa  Dorothea,  of  Saxe 
Meininghen,  reigning  Duchefs  of 
Saxe  Gotha,  in  the  49th  year  of 
her  age. 

Nov.  7.  Don  Jofeph  de  Mellis, 
in  Maddox-ftreet,  aged  eighty-two. 
He  was  the  oldeft  Captain  in  the 
Englifti  fervice. 

1 8.  The  Hon.  Mifs  Charlotte 
Finch,  at  the  Hot-wells,  Briftol, 
daughter  to  the  Hon.  Lady  Char¬ 
lotte  Finch,  governefs  to  the  young 
princes.  • 

The  Hon.  Mrs.  Hatton,  filler  w* 

Lord  Hat  ton , 

Lady  Elizabeth  Griffin  at  Pad* 

dington. 

Sir  Hugh  Brigges,  Baronet,  at 
Houghton,  in  Warwickshire. 

Count  de  Munich,  Senator,  and 
f  ield  Marfhal  General  of  the  armies 
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of  the  Emprefs  of  Ruflia,  at  Peterf- 

burg. 

Right  Hon.  Lord  Defart,  at  De¬ 
fart  in  Ireland. 

26.  Right  Hon.  the  Countefs  of 
Northampton. 

December  i.  Right  Hon.  Hen¬ 
ry  David,  Earl  of  Buchan,  Lord 
Auch  ter  ho  ufe,  Cardrofs,  and  Glen- 


dovechi,  in  the  58th  year  of  his 
age. 

10.  Right  Hon.  John  Earl  of 

Rothes. 

Hon.  Mrs.  Crofbie,  re  lid.  of 
General  Crofbie,  lifter  to  the  late 
Earl  of  Halifax,  and  grandmo¬ 
ther  to  the  prefent  Duke  of  Graf¬ 
ton, 
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APPENDIX  to  the  CHRONICLE. 


PROTEST  againjl  the  ref  tin  cl¬ 
ing  the  Eafi-India  Dividend. 

Die  Veneris ,  26°  Junii,  1767. 

Contents  59. 

Not  Contents  44.  j 

DiffentienR , 

id,  *|3  E  C  A  U  S  E  the  bill,  con- 
.jRl  taining,  in  appearance, 
nothing  but  matter  of  future  regu¬ 
lation,  is  fo  contrived  as  to  operate 
retro  fpe&ively,  and  refcind  a  divi¬ 
dend  actually  declared  by  a  general 
court  of  the  Ead-India  company 
on  the  6  th  of  May  l^ft,  of  fix  1.4th 
per  cent .  for  one  half  year,  ending 
at  Chridmas  next ;  this  was,  in 
the  argument,  avowed  to  be  the 
principal .  objed  of  the  bill,  though 
the  bill  itfelf  does  not  even  men¬ 
tion  that  ad,  or  fugged  any  reafon 
for  refunding  it.  And  we  conceive, 
that  if  the  meafure  had  been  fub- 
llantially  right,  yet  this  manner 
of  doing  it  is  unbecoming  the  dig¬ 
nity  of  parliament,  which  fhould 
in  all  cafes  go  openly  and  dire£l!y 
to  its  object. 

cdly,  Becaufe  this  meafure  ap¬ 
pears  to  us  to  be  as  exceptionable 
in  the  fubdance  as  in  the  form, 
being  an  expojf  fatio  law,  refund¬ 
ing  a  legal  ad  of  the  company,  in 
the  exercife  of  its  dominion  over 
its  own  property,  notwithdanding 
their  application  and  earned  en¬ 
treaties  to  the  contrary,  without 
necedity  or  occafion,  from  any  con¬ 


federation  of  private  judice  or  pub* 
lie  utility. 

jdly,  Becaufe,  confidering  the 
Ead-India  company  as  a  national 
objed,  and  the  members  of  it  as 
bound  to  attend  to  the  intered  of 
the  public,  as  well  as  their  own, 
the  dividend  they  had  voted,  and 
which  is  by  this  bill  to  be  rescind¬ 
ed,  appears  to  be  liable  to  no  ob¬ 
jection  ;  for  the  only  legal  redac¬ 
tion  in  the  company’s  power  to 
divide,  is,  that  the  fum  total  of 
all  the  debts  which  they  fhall  owe, 
do  not  exceed  the  value  of  the 
principal  or  capital  dock  or  docks, 
which  fhall  be  and  remain  undivid¬ 
ed  5  and  it  appears  by  the  cleared 
evidence,  that  the  company’s  ef¬ 
fects  are  amply  fufficient,  not  only 
to  difeharge  every  jud  demand,  but 
that,  after  even  repaying  their  ca¬ 
pital,  there  will  remain  a  very  great 
furplus. 

4thly,  Becaufe  it  appears  alfo  to 
us,  that  the  dividend  declared  on 
the  6th  of  May  is  expedient ;  for 
the  dividend  being  in  fad  the  only 
medium  whereby  to  fix  and  com¬ 
pute  the  price  of  the  dock,  as  be¬ 
tween  buyer  and  feller,  judice  to 
both  requires  fuch  a  dividend  as 
will  fix  the  price  as  near  as  may 
be  to  the  real  value.  And  the  di¬ 
vidend  of  1  2  1  -half  is  in  that  re- 
fpeft  preferable  to  a  dividend  of 
10  per  cent,  to  which  this  bill  has 
arbitrarily  redrained  it. 

5th!y, 
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5 thly,  Becaufe  it  appears  to  us 
to  have  been  a  dividend  regularly 
declared,  the  objections  which  have 
been .  made  to  it  upon  this  head 
being  manifeitly  void  of  all  foun¬ 
dation.  We  admit,  that  the  court 
did  proceed  without  an  account 
actually  before  them  ;  but  the  want 
of  this  account,  fo  far  as  relates  to 
the  propriety  of  the  dividend,  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  been  fufHciently  fup- 
plied.  The  directors,  in  their  ne¬ 
gotiations  with  the  government, 
and  their  declarations  at  former 
courts,  had  themfelves  propofed 
fuch  a  dividend,  and  acknowledged 
the  ability  of  the  company  to  make 
it.  The  proprietors,  by  thefe  and 
other  means,  had  full  reafon  to  be 
fatisfied  of  that  ability.  And  the 
account  now  produced,  examined, 
and  proved,  does  fully  warrant  their 
proceedings,  and  verify  the  ideas 
they  then  entertained  and  a&ed 
on.  1 

6thly,  Becaufe  the  dividend  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  been  voted  by  a  very 
numerous  court,  and  fo  nearly  una¬ 
nimous,  that  no  ballot  was  taken, 
becaufe  none  was  demanded  ;  and 
no  ballot  was  demanded,  becaufe 
there  was  not  a  competent  number 
of  proprietors  who  difapproved  the 
meafure ;  and  though,  for  that 
reafon,  the  fenfe  of  the  members 
prefent  only  was  taken,  by  hold¬ 
ing  up  of  hands,  it  now  appears 
H>  be,  beyond  a  doubt,  the  con¬ 
firmed  deliberate  fenfe  of  the  com¬ 
pany  ;  having  been  reconfidered  at 
no  lefs  than  three  fubfequent  courts, 
convened  for  the  purpofe  of  con¬ 
certing  the  proper  meafures  to  fup- 
port  it;  at  the  two  laft  of  which 
the  votes  of  the  company  at  large 
were  taken  by  a  regular  ballot, 
and  the  dividend  previoufly  voted 
was  approved  and  ratified  by  a 


large  majority.  To  the  validity  of 
the  ad  of  the  6th  of  May  no  ob¬ 
jection  could  be  fupported,  though 
attempted.  It  was  clearly  a  va¬ 
lid  aCt;  and,  if  not  valid,  the  bill 
to  refcind  it  would  be  unnecef- 
fary,  for  the  ad  of  itfelf  would  be 
void. 

7 thly,  Becaufe  every  argument 
ufed  to  fhew  the  impropriety  of  di¬ 
viding  twelve  one-half  applies  with 
equal  force  to  a  dividend  of  ten 
per  cent .  which  the  bill  allows,  and 
indeed  to  any  dividend  at  all  ;  and 
would,  if  admitted  to  be  a  proper 
ground  for  refcinding  this  divi¬ 
dend,  be  equally  fo  for  refcinding 
every  dividend  the  company  has 
ever  made,  or  probably  will  ever 
make.  For  it  is  hardly  poffible, 
that  during  the  exigence  of  the 
company,  their  debts  can  be  ac¬ 
tually  paid  off,  or  their  cafh  in 
hand  fuffice  to  difcharge  thofe 
debts,  and  pay  a  dividend  ;  and  at 
the  fame  time  the  trade  be  carried 
on  to  that  extent,  as  will  yield  to 
the  company  and  the  public  the 
moil  ample  returns.  The  whole 
argument  in  favour  <rf  the  bill  be¬ 
ing  reduced  to  thefe  two  propofi- 
tions,  that  the  company  ought  to 
difcharge  its  debts  before  a  divi¬ 
dend  can  be  allowed  to  take  place  ‘ 
and  that  a  dividend  ought  to  be 
made  upon  a  calh  account ;  prin¬ 
ciples  contradicted  by  the  uniform 
practice  of  the  company  from  its 
commencement. 

8thly,  Becaufe  this  bill  cannot 
be  meant  for  the  interefts  of  either 
the  company’s  creditors,  or  of 
the  proprietors ;  for  it  is  obferv- 
able  that  the  latter,  as  far  as  they 
may  be  fuppofed  to  underiland, 
and  may  be  permitted  to  judge  of 
their  own  interefts,  entertain,  and 
have  ftrenuoufly  expreifed  a  very 

W  3  '  dir- 
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different  fenfe  of  that  matter.  And 
as  to  the  creditors,  it  is  remark¬ 
able,  that  none  of  them  appear  to 
have  called  for  their  money,  nor 
have  any  of  them,  by  any  petition 
to  this  houfe,  or  otherwife,  made 
any  complaint,  or  fignified  any  de¬ 
fire  of  fuch  an  interpofition  in  their 
favour.  On  the  contrary,  it  ap¬ 
peared  on  evidence,  from  the  crofs- 
examination  of  the  principal  wit- 
nefs  for  the  bill,  that  fo  far  from 
doubting  of  the  fufficiency  of  the 
fecurity,  the  greateft  evil  the  com¬ 
pany’s  bond  creditors  apprehend, 
is,  the  being  paid  off  ;  and  that 
their  bonds,  which  forne  time  fince 
bore  an  high  premium,  though 
they  carry  only  three  per  cent .  bear 
at  prefent  a  premium  confiderably 
lower,  merely  from  that  appre-, 
henfion. 

9thly,  Becaufe  a  legiflative  in¬ 
terpofition  controuling  the  divi¬ 
dend  of  a  trading  company,  legally 
voted  and  declared  by  thofe  to 
whom  the  power  of  doing  it  is  in¬ 
truded,  and  to  whom  there  is  no 
ground  to  impute  an  ahufe  of  that 
power,  and  who  lent  their  money 
to  the  public  upon  the  exprefs  fii- 
pulation  that  they  might  exercife 
their  difcretion  with  regard  to  the 
dividends,  provided  their  effects, 
undivided,  were  fufEcient  to  an- 
fwer  their  debts  :  is  altogether 

O 

without  example.  And  as  it  tends 
to  leffen  the  idea  of  that  fecurity 
and  independance  of  the  power  of 
the  date,  which  have  induced  all 
Europe  to  depodt  their  money  in 
the  funds  of  Great  Britain,  the 
precedent  may  be  attended  with 
the  mod  fatal  confequences  to  pub¬ 
lic  credit. 

iothly,  Becaufe,  if  a  bill  re¬ 
fraining  the  future  dividend  of 
the  company  were  proper,  as  has 
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been  argued,  upon  any  ideas  of 
fixing  and  preventing  a  fludtuatio 
in  the  price  of  its  dock,  that  end 
requires  only,  that  the  dividend 
fhould  be  fixed,  without  any  regard 
to  the  quantum  of  it,  and  may  be 
as  well  attained  by  a  dividend  of 
twelve  one-half  as  of  ten  per  cent , 
and  confequently  affords  no  argu¬ 
ment  for  the  retrofpedtive  part  of 
this  bill,  or  for  fixing  the  future 
dividend  below  the  value  of  the 
dock.  But  this  is  in  truth  To  far 
from  being  the  real  objedt  of  any 
part  of  the  prefent  bill,  that  the 
fhort  period  to  which  the  redac¬ 
tion  is  confined,  cannot  but  in- 
creafe,  indead  of  preventing  that 
fluctuation,  and  encourage,  indead 
of  checking,  the  infamous  practices 
of  the  alley.  The  paffions  of  men 
will  be  warmly  agitated  during  the 
fummer,  in  fpeculating  on  the  pro¬ 
bability  of  this  reflridtion  being 
differed  to  expire  at  the  opening  of 
the  next  feffion  of  parliament,  or 
being  continued  further.  The  ig¬ 
norant  and  unwary  are  fure  to  be 
the  dupes  of  thofe  who  have  the 
good  luck  to  be  in  the  fecret,  and 
are  wicked  enough  to  employ  it  to 
their  own  advantage.  But  the 
propofal  made  by  the  company,  of 
fubmitting  to  a  redaction  of  divi¬ 
dend  at  the  rate  of  twelve  one-half 
per  cent,  and  extending  that  redac¬ 
tion  during  the  temporary  agree¬ 
ment,  would  have  obviated  all  thofe 
mifchiefs,  and  fecured  every  good 
end  which  may  have  been  pro- 
pofed,  but  cannot  be  attained  by 
this  bill  ;  and  as  fuch  redridtion, 
with  their  confent  would  have  been 
liable  to  no  objections  of  injuftice 
or  violence. 

iith,  Becaufe,  if  at  the  opening 
of  the  next  feffion  of  parliament, 
the  reflridtion  is  permitted  to  ex¬ 
pire. 
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pire,  the  whole  effect  of  the  bill, 
except  the  mifchiefs  it  may  pro¬ 
duce,  will  be  the  keeping  back  for 
four  or  five  months,  from  the  poc¬ 
kets  of  thofe  to  whom  it  belongs, 
a  fum  of  40,000!.  the  difference 
between  the  dividend  the  company 
wifnes,  and  that  which  it  is  allow¬ 
ed  to  make  by  the  bill  ;  this  fum 
is  ridiculoufly  difproportioned  to 
any  real  purpofe  of  paying  off  and 
reducing  the  company’s  debts  ;  but 
if,  on  the  other  hand,  the  reftric- 
tion  is  then  to  be  continued,  and 
the  parliament  henceforward  to  re¬ 
gulate  the  dividends  of  the  com¬ 
pany,  and  the  whole  of  their  af¬ 
fairs  for  that  purpofe  i-s  to  be  from 
time  to  time  laid  open  to  public 
examination,  it  is  not  difficult  to 
forefee  the  ruinous  confequences 
to  the  company  ;  and  as  the  pre¬ 
cedent  will  go  to  the  fubjefting 
every  other  company  to  the  fame 
fort  of  controul,  the  fpeedy  c'iffa- 
lution  of  them  all  will  be  perhaps 
the  happieft  event  the  public  can 
wifh,  that  they  may  not  become 
fo  many  engines  of  power  and  in¬ 
fluence,  the  confequences  of  which 
it  is  eafy  to  conceive,  and  unne- 
ceffary  to  defcribe. 

1  2th,  Becaufe,  the  arguments  in 
favour  of  this  limitation,  drawn 
from  a  fuppofition,  that  the  com¬ 
pany  had  exceeded  their  legal 
power  of  borrowing  on  their  bonds, 
appears  to  us  to  be  neither  well 
founded  nor  conclufive;  it  appears 
on  the  plain  and  exprefs  words  of 
the  engrafting  act,  that  they  had 
a  power  thereby  to  borrow  five  mil¬ 
lions  ;  fo  they  have  always  under- 
ftood  ;  and  fo  parliament  under¬ 
flood  and  declared  in  a  fubfequent 
act  ;  and  vve  cannot  comprehend 
the  juft  ice,  the  policy,  or  the  de¬ 
corum,  of  cavilling  at  this  parti¬ 
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cular  time,  at  the  exercife  of  a 
power  publicly  exerted,  and  which 
has  come  frequently  within  the 
cognizance,  without  incurring  the 
cenfure  of  parliament  ;  and  as  this 
doubt  never  was  ftarted  before,  the 
objection  feems  to  arife  not  from 
the  company’s  having  exceeded 
their  power  of  borrowing  upon 
bond,  but  from  the  neceffity  of 
fuch  a  fuppofition,  in  order  to  find 
a  pretence,  however  infufficient,  for 
this  limitation. 

13th,  Becaufe  the  inability  of 
the  company,  to  make  the  divi¬ 
dends  rescinded  by  this  bill,  has 
been  argued,  on  a  fuppofition  that 
the  right  to  the  territorial  acqui- 
fitions  of  the  company  in  the  Eaft- 
Indies,  is  not  in  that  company,  but 
in  the  public  ;  which  method  of 
arguing,  if  admitted  as  one  of  the 
grounds  of  the  bill,  we  conceive 
to  be  inconclufive  as  to  the  fubjeft 
matter,  and  highly  dangerous  as 
to  the  precedent ;  for  the  company 
being  in  pofTeffion,  and  no  claim 
againft  them  being  fo  much  as 
made,  much  lefs  eftablifhed,  w§ 
hold  it  highly  dangerous  to  the 
property  of  the  fubjeft,  and  ex¬ 
tremely  unbecoming  the  juftice 
and  dignity  of  this  houfe,  by  ex¬ 
trajudicial  opinions,  to  call  into 
queftion  the  legality  of  fuch  a 
pofTeffion,  and  to  aft  without  hear¬ 
ing,  as  if  the  houfe  had  decided 
againft  it. 

14th,  Becaufe,  the  forms  of  pro¬ 
ceeding  upon  this  bill  have  been 
contrary  to  precedent,  inafmuch 
as  it  appears  by  our  journals,, 
that  whenever  a  bill,  judicial  in 
its  nature,  as  affefting  legal  rights 
and  private  property,  has  come 
up  from  the  commons,  dating  no 
fafts,  as  a  ground  for  that  bill,  or 
dating  fafts,  the  evidence  of  which 
[  M 1  4  does 
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does  not  appear  in  the  preamble, 
the  invariable  practice  of  this 
houfe  has  been  to  defire  a  confe¬ 
rence  with  the  other,  in  order  to 
be  informed  either  of  the  fads,  or 
the  evidence  to  fupport  fuch  fads 
(if  alledged)  on  which  the  bill  was 
originally  framed  ;  and  the  com¬ 
mons  have  on  like  cccafions  done 
the  fame  by  this  houfe;  inflances 
of  this  mutual  application  from 
one  houfe  to  the  other,  appear  in 
the  following  cafes,  viz.  Mr. 
Duncomb’s  cafe,  March  1697, 
Diredors  of  the  South-Sea  com¬ 
pany,  Aidabie  and  Craggs,  July 
1721.  Sir  Thomas  Cooke’s  cafe, 
1695.  Cafes  of  Kelly,  Plunket, 
and  biffiop  of  Rochefter,  March 
3722.  Bambridge’s  cafe,  April 
1729.  Robinfon  and  Thomfon’s 
cafe,  March  1731.  Sale  of  Lord 
Derwentwater’s  eilates,  &c.  1732. 
Cafe  of  Sir  Robert  Sutton,  and 
others,  March  1732.  Cafe  of  AI, 
Wilfon  and  the  city  of  Edinburgh, 
May  3737. 

15  th,  Becaufe,  in  the  proceed¬ 
ings  on  this  bill,  no  council  was 
appointed  in  fupport  of  the  bill, 
to  date  the  grounds,  to  examine 
the  witneffes,  and  methodize  the 
evidence  :yfor  want  of  which  the 
lords  themfelves  were  obliged  to 
call  and  examine  witnefles,  and 
appear  more  like  parties  than 
judges. 

16th,  Becaufe,  alfo  in  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  on  this  bill,  when  lords, 
who  declared  themfelves  patrons 
and  friends  to  the  bill,  had  exa¬ 
mined  two  witneffes,  and  faid, 
they  were  fatisfied  with  their  exa¬ 
mination,  other  lords  were  not 
permitted  to  call  in  any  other  wit- 
heffes,  before  the  council  for  the 
Bail  India  company,  againd  this 


bill,  were  ordered  to  proceed.  It 
was  even  denied  to  lords,  to  bring 
again  to  the  bar  the  two  gentle¬ 
men  who  had  been  examined,,  (Mr. 
Rous,  and  Mr.  Saunders,  the 
chairman,  and  deputy  chairman  of 
the  company,)  although  by  the  ar¬ 
rival  of  the  fhip  Cruttenden  from 
Bengal,  after  their  examination, 
which  brought  a  new  and  very 
particular  account  of  the  flourilh* 
ing  date  of  the  company’s  affairs 
in  India,  it  was  very  podible  thofe 
gentlemen  might  have  changed 
their  opinion;  their  former  evi¬ 
dence  having  been  merely  matter 
of  opinion  refulting  from  fuch  in¬ 
formation  as  they  were  at  that 
time  poffeffed  of:  witneffes  were 
difmiffed  unexamined,  whom  feve- 
ral  lords  wifhed  to  have  been, 
heard,  and  the  bill  was  paffed, 
without  waiting  for  the  return  of 
an  account,  declared  by  Mr.  Rous 
to  be  fuch,  that  without  it  no 
judgment  of  the  prefent  date  of  the 
affairs  of  the  company  could  be 
formed,  and  which  had  been  or¬ 
dered  by  the  houfe ;  and,  as  the 
officers  informed  the  houfe,  might 
have  been  prepared  in  a  few  days. 
In  this  manner  this  bill  has  paffed, 
which  we  are  apprehenfive  may  be 
found  in  its  confequences  very  in¬ 
jurious  to  private  property,  and 
alarming  to  public  credit. 
Winchelfea  and  Gower, 


Nottingham, 

Scarborough, 

Temple, 

Trevor, 

Fortefcue, 

Richmond, 


Fred.  Exon, 

Portland, 

Sondes 

Dorfet, 

Rockingham, 

Albemarle, 


Dudley  and  Ward,  Eglintoune, 
King,  /  Abergaveny, 

Weymouth,  Ponlbnby. 
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Translation  of  his  Catholic  rna- 
jefty’s  ordinance  for  the  bani fo¬ 
ment  of  the  Jefuits. 

PRAGMATIC  SANCTION 
Of  his  majefty,  with  force  of  law. 

For  the  banishment  from  thefe 
kingdoms  of  the  regulars  of  the 
company  ;  for  the  feizure  of  their 
temporalities,  and  the  prohibi¬ 
tion  for  ever  of  their  re-eftablifo- 
ment ;  with  the  other  precau¬ 
tions  therein  exprefted. 


|n  the  year 


The  arms 
of 

Spain. 


1767, 


In  MADRID; 

At  the  royal  printing  office  of  the 
Gazette. 

1 

DON  Cx4RLOS,  by  the  grace 
of  God,  King  of  Caftile,  Ar- 
ragon  and  the  two  Sicilies ;  of  Je¬ 
rusalem,  Granada  and  Toledo;  of 
VT alencia,  Galicia  and  Majorca ; 
of  Seville,  Sardinia  and  Corfica ; 
of  Murcia,  Jaen  and  the  Algar- 
ves;  of  Algezira,  Gibraltar,  and 
the  Canary  iflands ;  of  the  Eaft 
and  Weft  Indies,  iflands  and  con¬ 
tinent  of  the  ocean  ;  Archduke  of 
Auftria,  Duke  of  Burgundy,  Bra¬ 
bant  and  Milan  ;  Count  of  Apf- 
burg,  Flanders,  Tirol,  and  Bar¬ 
celona  ;  Lord  of  Bifcay,  and  Mo¬ 
lina,  See.- - To  the  molt  ferene 

prince  Don  Carlos,  my  dear  and 
well-beloved  fon  ;  to  the  infantos, 
prelates,  dukes,  marquiftes,  counts, 
men  of  fubftance,  priors  of  orders, 
commendatories  and  fub-commen- 
datories,  commanding  officers  of 


garrifons,  prifons  and  other  places  5 
and  to  the  prefident  and  others 
of  my  council,  auditors  of  my  fe« 
veral  audiences,  mayors  and  other 
officers  of  my  hbufoold,  court  and 
chanceries ;  and  to  all  peace  of¬ 
ficers,  fuperiors,  afiiftants,  gover¬ 
nors  intendants  major  and  ordK. 
nary,  and  to  all  other  judges  and 
magiftrates  whatever  of  thefe  my 
kingdoms,  whether  their  jurfidic- 
tion  be  royal,  fced'al,  abbatial  and 
holding  of  certain  orders,  and  what¬ 
ever  be  their  ftate,  condition,  qua¬ 
lity  or  pre-eminence,  as  well  thefe 
who  now  are,  as  thofe  who  foal! 
be  hereafter,  and  to  all  and  every 
one  of  you  : 

Know  ye,  that,  in  conformity 
with  the  opinion  of  my  royal  coun¬ 
cil  extraordinary,  affembled  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  former  occurrences 
of  the  29th  of  laft  January,  and 
of  what  has  been  expofed  to  me 
by  perfons  of  the  molt  eminent 
chara&er  and  known  experience, 
all  agreeing  in  the  fame  fentiment  ; 
moved  by  considerations  of  the 
moft  weighty  kind,  relative  to  the 
duty  incumbent  on  me  of  keeping 
my  people  in  due  fubordinacion, 
tranquillity  and  juftice,  and  by 
other  urgent,  juft  and  neceffary 
caufes,  which  I  referve  within  my 
own  royal  breaft  :  Making  ufe  of 
that  fupreme,  ceconomic  authority 
which  the  Almighty  has  lodged  in 
my  hands  for  the  prote&ion  of  rny 
fubjedls,  and  maintenance  of  the 
refped  due  to  my  crown,  I  have 
come  to  the  refolution  of  ordering 
to  be  banifoed  out  of  all  my  do¬ 
minions  of  Spain  and  the  Indies, 
and  of  the  Philippine  and  other 
adjacent  iflands,  the  regulars  of 
the  company,  as  well  priefts  as 
coadjutors  or  lay  members,  who 

have 
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have  made  their  firfl  profeffion ; 
Ss  alfo  fuch  of  their  novices  as 
fhall  he  difpofed  to  follow  them  ; 
and  that  all  the  temporalities  of 
the  company  in  my  dominions  be 
feized  :  and,  for  the  uniform  exe¬ 
cution  thereof  throughout  the  fame, 
I  have,  by  another  royal  decree  of 
mine  of  the  27th  of  February, 
given  full  and  exclufive  commiffion 
and  authority  to  Count  Aranda, 
prefident  of  my  council,  with 
power  to  proceed  forthwith  to  take 
fuch  medfures  as  may  be  adequate 
thereto. 

I,  And,  in  like  manner,  I  have 
come  to  the  refolution  of  ordering 
my  counfel  to  make;  my  aforefaid 
royal  determination  known  through 
all  thefe  kingdoms  ;  acquainting 
all  the  other  religious  orders  with 
the  fhare  they  defervedly  poffefs 
in  my  confidence,  fatisfadion  and 
cfleem,  on  account  of  their  fide¬ 
lity  and  dodrine,  of  their  com¬ 
pliance  with  their  monadic  indi- 
futes,  of  their  exemplary  fervices 
done  to  the  church,  of  their  com¬ 
mendable  attention  to  ftudy,  of 
their  fudiciency  in  point  of  the 
numbers  of  their  individuals,  to¬ 
wards  affiding  the  bifhops  and  pa¬ 
rochial  padors  in  the  fpiritua!  nu¬ 
triment  of  fouls;  as  alfo  of  their 
forbearing  to  meddle  with  govern¬ 
ment  affairs,  as  matters  quite  fo¬ 
reign  to,  and  wide  of,  a  retired 
and  religious  life. 

II.  I  have  alfo  fignified  to  the 
reverend  diocefan  prelates,  eccle- 
liadical  communities  and  chaoters, 
and  other  edablifhments,  and  bo¬ 
dies  politic  of  the  kingdom,  that 
the  weighty  motives,  which,  to 
my  great  regret,  have  compelled 
me  to  take  this  neceffary  meafure, 
are  refer ved  within  my  royal  mind  ; 


barely  making  ufe  of  my  (Econo¬ 
mic  power,  without  proceeding 
to  other  deps  ;  following  in  this 
the  bent  of  my  royal  clemency,  as 
father  and  protedor  of  my  peo- 
ple, 

III.  I  declare,  that,  in  the  fei~ 
zure  of  the  company’s  tempora¬ 
lities,  are  comprifed  their  goods 
and  chattels,  as  well  moveable  as 
immoveable^  or  ecclefiadic  reve¬ 
nues,  which  they  are  legitimately 
po defied  of  in  the  kingdom,  with¬ 
out  prejudice  to  the  encumbrances 
thereon,  to  the  will  of  founders, 
or  to  the  alimentary  life-annuities 
ot  its  individuals,  which  fhall  be 
of  100  perfons  during  life  to  the 
prieds,  and  90  to  the  lay  mem¬ 
bers,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  gene¬ 
ral  dock  formed  of  the  company’s 
effects. 

IV.  In  thefe  alimentary  annui¬ 
ties  are  not  to  be  comprifed  any 
foreign  Jefuits  who  have  no  lawful 
exiftence  in  my  dominions,  either 
within  their  colleges,  or  without 
them,  or  in  private  houfes,  dreffed 
in  the  tunic  or  garb  of  abbots,  and 
whatever  be  the  office  they  are  em¬ 
ployed  in  ;  all  fuch  being  required 
to  quit  my  dominions,  without  any 
didindlion, 

V.  Neither  are  novices  to  be 
comprehended  in  the  alimentary 
providons,  who,  of  their  pwn  ac¬ 
cord,  (hall  chufe  to  foilow  the  red, 
as  being  under  no  ties  of  profeffion 
to  follow  them,  but  at  perfect  li¬ 
berty  to  feparate  from  them. 

VI.  I  declare,  that  if  any  je- 
fuit  quit  the  territory  of  the  ec- 
clefiadical  date  whereunto  they 
are  all  tranfported,  or  give  the 
court  any  jud  motive  of  refen t- 
ment  by  his  adlions  or  writings, 
the  pendon  affigned  him  fhall 

thence* 
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thenceforth  ceafe.  And  though 
I  am  not  to  prefume,  that  the 
body  of  the  company  will,  in 
violation  of  '•he  ftriCteft  and  high-, 
eft  duties,  caufe  or  permit  any 
of  its  individuals  to  write  any 
thing  contrary  to  the  refpeCt  and 
fubmiffion  due  to  my  refolution, 
under  title  or  pretext  of  apolo¬ 
gies,  or  jollifications,  tending  to 
difturb  the  peace  of  my  king¬ 
doms  ;  or  contribute  to  that  pur- 
pofe  through  their-  private  emif- 
faries  ;  nevdrthelefs,  in  that  un¬ 
expected  cafe,  the  penfion  to  all 
fhall  ceafe, 

VII.  Every  fix  months,  one  half 
the  annual  penfion  allotted  to  the 
Jefuits  fhall  be  paid  them  out  of 
the  bank  del  Giro,  through  the 
channel  of  my  rninifter  in  Rome, 
who  lhall  take  particular  care  to 
inform  hitnfelf  of  fuch  as  die,  or 
forfeit  their  penfion  through  their 
own  fault,  that  the  amount  may  be 
deducted. 

VIII.  Concerning  the  admini- 
ftration  and  equivalent  applica¬ 
tions  of  the  company’s  effeCts  to 
pious  ufes,  fuch  as  the  endowment 
of  poor  parifties,  of  incorporated 
feminaries,  houies  of  charity  and 
other  compaftionate  fiiftitui.es,  af¬ 
ter  firft  confulting  the  opinion 
of  the  ecclefiaftical  ordinaries,  in 
what  may  be  neceftary  and  meet  ; 

I  referve  i'eparately  to  myfelf  the 
taking  iuch  meafures,  as  that  true 
piety, may  not  be  anywife  defraud¬ 
ed,  nor  any  injury  done  to  the 
public  good,  or  to  private  pro¬ 
perty. 

IX.  I  prohibit  and  enaCt,  as  a 
general  law  and  regulation,  that 
RQ  individual  of  the  company  in 
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particular,  or  any  in  a  body  of 
community,  be  ever  henceforth  ca¬ 
pable  of  being  re-admitted  into  all 
or  any  of  my  kingdoms,  under  any 
pretext  or  colour  whatfoever  ;  nor 
lhall  my  council,  or  any  cthjer  tri¬ 
bunal,  admit  of  any  application 
for  that  purpofe ;  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  the  magiftrates,  by  way  of 
prevention,  fhall  exert  the  moft  ri¬ 
gorous  meafures  againft  all  refrac¬ 
tory  abettors  and  co-operators  of 
the  like  intent,  puniftiing  them  as 
difturbers  of  the  public  peace. 

X.  No  one  of  the  aClual  profefled 
Jefuits,  though  he  fhould  quit  the 
order  with  the  pope’s  formal  li¬ 
cence,  and  become  a  fecular  prieft, 
or  clerk,  or  pafs  into  any  other 
order,  lhall  ever  be  qualified  to 
return  again  into  thefe  kingdoms, 
without  obtaining  my  fpecial  per- 
mifTion. 

XI.  In  cafe  of  his  obtaining 

it,  which  will  be  granted  on  pro¬ 
per  informations  had,  he  fhall  be 
obliged  to  take  an  oath  of  allegi¬ 
ance  in  the  hands  of  the  prefi- 
dent  of  my  council  ;  faithfully  pro- 
mifing  never  to  communicate,  in 
public  or  private,  with  the  mem¬ 
bers  or  general  of  the  company, 
nor  to  ufe  any  means,  fteps,  or 
infmuations,  direCtly  or  indirect¬ 
ly,  in  the  company’s  favour,  on 
pain  of  being  dealt  with  as  a  ftate 
criminal  ;  and  the  privileged  * 
proofs  fhall  be  in  full  force  againft 
him.  0 

XU.  Nor  fhall  he  be  qualified 
to  teach,  preach,  or  confefs  in 
thefe  kingdoms,  though,  as  has 
been  faid,  he  may  have  quitted 
the  order,  and  thrown  off  obedi¬ 
ence  to  its  general  :  he  may,  how- 


Consul  rent  csrcumftances  j  or  one  living  witnefs. 


ever, 
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ever,  enjoy  ecclefiaftical  livings, 
■go  which  no  fuch.  offices  are  an¬ 
nexed,, 

XIII.  No  one  of  my  fubjedls, 
though  a  fecular  or  regular  clergy¬ 
man,  fhall  a 0c  any  letter  of  foda- 
lity  of  the  general  of  the  com¬ 
pany,  or  of  any  one  elfe  In  his 
name,  on  pain  of  being  dealt  with 
as  a  Hate  criminal ;  and  the  privi¬ 
leged  proofs  fhall  equally  be  in 
force  again!!:  him. 

XIV.  Ail  fuch  as  adlually  have 
them  fhall  be  obliged  to  furrender 
them  to  the  prefident  of  my  coun¬ 
cil,  or  to  the  juftices  and  magis¬ 
trates  of  the  kingdom,  to  be  trans¬ 
mitted  and  placed  among  the  re¬ 
cords  j  and  no  farther  life  be  made 
of  them  for  the  future,  without 
their  pail  poffelfion  thereof  being 
inartful  to  them,  provided  they 
punctually  make  the  Said  furrender ; 
and  the  magiftrates  fhall  Secrete 
the  names  of  thofe  who  deliver 
them  up,  that  thus  they  may  ccca- 
Hon  them  no  infamy. 

XV.  Whoever  fhall  hold  cor¬ 
respondence  with  jefuits,  it  being 
generally  and  abfolutely  forbidden, 
Shall  be  punifhed  in  proportion  to 
his  guilt. 

XVI.  I  exprefly  forbid  that  any 
body  do  write,  declaim,  or  make 
any  ftlr,  on  pretext  of  thefe  mea¬ 
sures,  either  for  or  again!!  them  ; 
€>n  the  contrary,  I  enjoin  iilence 
in  this  matter  to  ail  my  fubjedls : 
and  I  ordain,  that  the  violators 
thereof  be  punifhed.  as  guilty  of 
high  treafon. 

XVII.  To  prevent  all  difputes 
and  mifunderflandings  between  pri¬ 
vate  perfons,  to  whom  it  belongs 
not  to  judge,  or  to  interpret  the 
Sovereign’s  commands,  X  exprefsly 
ordain,  that  nobody  do  write. 
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print,  or  employ  papers,  or  work?, 
touching  the  expulfion  of  the  Je- 
fuits  out  of  my  dominions,  with¬ 
out  having  the  government^  efpe- 
cial  leave  :  and  I  forbid  the  judge 
of  the  prefs,  his  fubdelegates,  and 
all  the  magiftrates  of  my  king¬ 
doms,  to  grant  fuch  leave  :  ail 
which  are  to  be  wholly  under 
the  controul  of  the  prefident  and 
minifters  of  my  council,  with  the 
knowledge  of  my  attorney-gene¬ 
ral. 

XVIII.  I  moft  ftrldlly  charge 
the  right  reverend  diocefan  pre¬ 
lates  and  fuperiors  or  regular  or¬ 
ders,  that  they  do  not  Suffer  their 
fubjedls  to  write,  print  or  declaim 
upon  this  fubjecl,  inafmuch  as 
they  would  be  made  refponfibie 
for  the  unfufpefled  breach  on  the 
part  of  any  of  them  :  which  I  de¬ 
clare  to  be  comprifed  in  the  law 
of  the  king  Don  John  I.  and  in 
the  royal  fchedula  circularly  put 
forth  by  my  council  on  the  18th 
of  September  of  laft  year,  in  or¬ 
der  to  the  more  pundiual  exe¬ 
cution  thereof  to  which  all  are 
bound  to  contribute ;  for  that  it 
concerns  the  good  order  of  the 
public,  and  the  credit  of  its  feveral 
individuals,  to  avoid  drawing  upon 
themfelves  the  effects  of  my  royal 
difpleafure. 

XIX.  I  order  my  council,  in  con? 
formity  with  what  is  here  before 
expreffed,  to  difpatch  and  publifh 
the  moll  ft  rid!  and  proper  royal 
pragmatic,  that  it  may  reach  to 
the  knowledge  of  all  my  fubjedls  ; 
and  that  for  the  punctual,  fpeedy 
and  invariable  accompliftunent 
thereof,  the  juftices  and  territorial 
tribunals,  do  inviolably  obferve, 
publifh  and  execute  the  punifh- 
ments  above  declared  againft  all 

thof« 
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thofe  who  fhall  commit  any  breach 
of  thofe  difpoJitions ;  and  that  they 
do  for  this  purpofe  give  all  ne- 
ceffary  orders,  w'ith  preference  to 
every  other  bufinefs  whatever,  in- 
afmuch  as  it  concerns  my  royal 
fervice  :  for  the  ampler  knowledge 
of  which,  I  have  ordered  copies  of 
my  royal  decree  to  be  tranfmitted 
to  the  councils  of  the  Inquifition, 
of  the  Indies,  of  the  orders  and  of 
the  revenue,  for  their  refpeftive 
intelligence  and  accomplilhment 
thereof.  And  for  the  full  and  in¬ 
variable  obfervance  of  it,  the  royal 
decree  of  the  27th  of  March,  con¬ 
taining  the  foregoing  refolution, 
which  was  ordered  to  be  kept  and 
fulfilled  according  to  its  exprefs 
tenor,  having  been  publifhed  this 
day  in  full  council,  it  was  agreed 
to  difpatch  the  prelent  in  force  of 
law  and  pragmatic  fanftion,  as  if  it 
were  made  and  promulgated  in  af- 
femblies  of  the  hates ;  therefore  it 
is  my  will  that  this  be  and  pafs  for 
fuch,  without  oppofiticn  of  any 
kind  whatfoever  :  to  which  end,  fo 
far  as  may  be  neceffary,  I  abrogate 
and  annul  all  things  which  are 
or  may  be  contrary  to  the  fame. 
Wherefore  I  charge  the  right  re¬ 
verend  the  archbifhops,  bifhops, 
fuperiors  of  regular  orders,  men¬ 
dicant  and  monacal  vifitors,  vicars 
and  other  prelates  and  ecclefiauical 
judges  of  thefe  my  kingdoms,  that 
they  obferve  the  above  expreffed 
law  and  pragmatic  fanftion  ac¬ 
cording  to  its  tenor,  without  per¬ 
mitting  any  infraction  thereof  un¬ 
der  any  pretence,  or  in  any  man¬ 
ner  whatfoever.  And  I  command 
thofe  of  my  council,  the  prefjdent 
and  auditors,  officers  of  my  houfe- 
hold  and  court,  of  my  other  au¬ 
diences  and  chanceries,  affiitant 
governors,  ferjeants  major  and  or¬ 


dinary,  and  other  judges  and  juf- 
tices  of  all  my  dominions,  tha? 
they  do  keep,  fulfil  and  execute 
the  aforefaid  law  and  pragmatic 
fan  ft  ion,  and  caufe  it  to  be  kept 
and  obferved  in  all  and  every  par¬ 
ticular,  taking  for  that  purpofe 
all  the  meafures  requifite,  without 
need  of  any  farther  declaration 
than  the  prefent,  which  is  to  have 
its  punftual  execution,  from  the 
day  of  its  publication  in  Madrid* 
and  in  the  other  cities,  towns  and 
villages  of  thefe  my  kingdoms,  in 
the  ufual  manner :  it  fo  behoving 
for  my  royal  fervice,  and  the  tran¬ 
quillity,  good  and  benefit  of  the 
public  weal  of  my  fubjefts  :  for 
fuch  is  my  pleafure  ;  and  that  the 
printed  copy  of  this  my  letter* 
figned  by  Don  Ignatius  Stephen 
de  Kigareda,  fenior  clerk  of  mf 
chamber,  and  of  the  management 
of  my  council,  fhall  bear  the  fame 
credit  as  the  original. 

Given  at  Pardo,  the  fecond  of 
April,  One  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  fixty  and  feven 
years. 

I  the  K  I  N  G. 

I  Don  Jofeph  Ignacio  de  Goye- 
neche,  fecretary  to  our  lord 
the  king,  caufed  it  to  be  writ-* 
ten  out,  by  his  command. 

The  count  of  Aranda, 

Don  Francifco  Cepeda, 

Don  Jacinto  de  Todo, 

Don  Francifco  de  Salaaar  y  Ag- 
nero, 

Don  Jofeph  Manuel  Domingues, 
Regiitrada, 

Don  Nicolas  Berdugo,  lieutenant 
of  the  High  Chancellor, 

D.  Nicolas  Berdugo. 

PUBLICATION. 

I  N  the  town  of  Madrid  on  the  fe¬ 
cond  day  of  the  month  of  April, 

of 


190]  ANNUAL' 

of  one  thoufand  feven  hundred 
and  fixty  and  feven  years,  before 
the  gates  of  the  royal  palace,  fa¬ 
cing  the  principal  balcony  of  our 
loTd  the  king,  and  at  the  gate  of 
Guadalajara,  where  the  public  bu« 
iinefs  of  merchants  and  tradefmen 
is  carried  on  in  the  prefence  of 
Don  John  Stephen  de  Salaverri, 
B.  John  Antony  de  Pennaredonaa, 
D.  Benedict  Antony  de  Barreda, 
D.  Peter  Ximenez  de  Mefa,  mayors 
of  the  houfhold  and  court  of 
his  majefty,  the  foregoing  royal 
pragmatic  fanftion  was  publifhed 
with  found  of  trumpets  and  kettle¬ 
drums,  by  the  voice  of  the  public 
crier,  attended  by  feveral  of  the 
officers  of  the  faid  houfhold  and 
court,  and  many  other  perfons 
Banding  by  ;  which  J.  D.  Francis 
Lopez  Navamuel,  one  of  the  fe~ 
nior  clerks  of  the  chamber  to 
our  lord  the  king,  and  of  thofe 
who  affift  in  his  council,  do  cer¬ 
tify. 

Don  Francifco  Lopez  Navamuel. 

I  certify  that  this  is  a  true  copy 
of  the  original  royalpragmatic  fanc- 
tion,  and  its  publication. 

D.  Ignatius  Stephen  de  Higareda » 


Jin  authentic  narrative  of  the  many 
horrid  cruelties  infided  by  Eli¬ 
zabeth  Brownrigg,  upon  her  poor 
apprentice  girls ;  for  which  Jhe 
received  fentence  of  death ,  on  Sa¬ 
turday  the  i  zth  of  September ,  and 
was  executed  on  Monday  the  \cpth 
at  Eyburn. 

ELizabeth  Brownrigg,  about  20 
years  ago,  being  then  about 
27  years  of  age,  lived  as  a  fervant 
in  the  family  of  Mr.  R — — in 
Prefcot-fireet,  Goodman’s  -  fields  : 
snd  about  this  time  James  Brown- 


REGISTER 

rigg,  who  had  ferved  his  time  to  a 
plaiflerer  and  painter  in  the  fame 
neighbourhood,  married  her. 

^  Soon  afterwards  they  fettled  at 
Greenwich  in  Kent,  where  he  car¬ 
ried  on  the  bufinefs  of  a  painter, 
and  after  about  five  years  they  re- 
moved  to  London. 

Their  family  increafed  very  faff, 
for  they  have  had  16  children,  of 
whom  three  fons  only  are  now  liv¬ 
ing.  Mrs.  Brownrigg  therefore 

learnt  midwifry  under  Dr.  K- _ — , 

and  about  two  years  ago,  was,  by 
the  overfeers  of  the  parifh  of  St. 
Dun  flan  in  the  Weft,  appointed  to 
aft  as  midwife  to  the  poor  women 
in  the  workhoufe,  in  which  capa¬ 
city  flie  is  faid  to  have  afted  with 
great  PkiII  and  humanity.  She  was 
alio  a  faithful  wife,  and  a  tender 
and  affeftionate  parent. 

It  appears  to  be  about  four  years 
fmce  Brownrigg  took  the  houfe 
in  Fetter-Sane,  where  the  cruelties 
were  committed  ;  at  this  time  he 
kept  a  horfe,  and  had  a  lodging 
at  Mr.  Norton’s  over-againlt  Cant 
nonbury-lane,  Iflington. 

In  the  month  or  February  1 76^5 
Mary  Mitchel,  a  poor  girl  of  the 
precinft  of  White  Friars,  was  bound 
an  apprentice  to  Brownrigg,  by  the 
overfeers,  and  was  then  about  14 
years  of  age. 

About  three  months  afterwards, 
on  the  1 5  tli  of  May,  Mary  Jones 
was  alfo  bound  apprentice  to  Brown¬ 
rigg,  by  the  governors  of  the  Found¬ 
ling  Hofpital,  being  alfo  about  the 
age  of  fourteen. 

.It  appears  that  thefe  poor  girls 
were  at  this  time  treated  with  great 
cruelty  ;  what  in  particular  were 
Mitchell’s  fufferings  does  not  ap¬ 
pear,  but  the  fufferings  of  Jones 
were  very  great  :  Mrs.  Brownrigg 
ufed  to  lay  down  two  chairs  on 

the 
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the  kitchen  floor,  in  fuch  a  man¬ 
ner  that  the  feat  of  one  might  fup- 
port  the  back  of  the  other;  and 
then  fattening  the  girl  down,  fome- 
times  naked,  and  fometimes  with 
her  coats  pulled  over  her  head, 
fhe  ufed  to  whip  her  till  her 
ftrength  was  exhaufted  :  at  other 
times,  when  the  girl  has  been 
waflving  the  rooms  or  flairs,  her 
miftrefs  has  found  fault  with  her 
work,  and  taking  her  up  in  her 
arms,  has  repeatedly  plunged  her 
head  in  the  pail  of  water  that 
flood  by. 

By  fuch  treatment  the  girl  re¬ 
ceived  many  hurts  in  different 
parts  of  her  body,  particularly  in 
the  head  and  fhoulders,  from  the 
edges  and  bale  of  the  pail ;  and 
was  befides  kept  in  continual  ter¬ 
ror  by  threats  of  drowning,  her 
miftrefs  often  calling  on  Mary  Mit¬ 
chell  to  fill  her  a  tub  of  water  for 
that  purpofe. 

Where  Mitchell  flept  at  this 
time  we  are  not  told,  but  Jones 
ilept  in  a  hole  under  a  dreffer,  in 
the  fame  room  with  Brownrigg 
and  his  wife,  and  facing  the  feet 
of  their  bed  :  this  room  was  even 
with  the  (hop,  the  door  of  which 
opened  into  the  ftreet  ;  and  one 
Sunday  morning,  as  fhe  lay  fllent- 
ly  deploring  her  miferable  condi¬ 
tion,  and  ready  to  die  by  the  con- 
fequences  of  her  paft  fufferings, 
and  apprehenftons  of  future,  fhe 
call  her  eye  upon  the  key  of  the 
fhop-door,  which  hung  againft  a 
poft,  and  perceiving  that  her  matter 
and  miftrefs  were  both  faft  afleep, 
fhe  had  refolution  to  make  one 
effort  for  liberty  and  life,  and 
riftng  very  foftly,  fhe  was  fortu¬ 
nate  enough  ro  fteal  into  the  ftreet 
without  difcovery, 
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This  happened  after  fhe  had 
been  bound  about  two  months,  in 
July,  when  the  days  were  long, 
and  it  was  probably  very  early  in 
the  morning.  When  fhe  got  into 
the  ftreet,  fhe  was  at  a  lofs  where 
to  go  ;  fhe  had  no  home  but  the 
Foundling  Hofpital,  and  thither 
fhe  did  not  know  her  way  ;  how¬ 
ever,  fhe  afked  of  every  one  fhe 
met  and,  at  laft,  of  a  man  who 
was  fo  kind  as  to  conduct  her  to 
the  gate. 

She  was  inftantly  admitted,  and 
having  told  her  ttory,  and  fhewed 
her  wounds  and  bruifes,  one  of 
which  was  upon  her  eye,  and  had 
fo  injured  it,  that  for  feme  days 
it  was  feared  fhe  would  have  loft 
it ;  the  following  order  was  made 
by  the  governors, 

(f  That  Mr.  Plumptree,  the  hof¬ 
pital  folicitor,  do  write  to  Janies 
Brownrigg,  a  painter  in  Fetter- 
lane,  who  had  a  child,  Mary  Jones, 
apprenticed  to  him  by  this  corpo¬ 
ration,  and  acquaint  him,  that  if 
he  does  not  forthwith  make  fatis- 
fadlion  for  the  abufe  to  the  faid 
child,  this  corporation  will  profe- 
cute  him  with  the  utmoft  fe ve¬ 
rity. ** 

What  particular  fteps  were  taken 
by  the  parties  in  confequence  of 
this  order  does  not  appear;  but  foon 
after  Browrigg  was  fummoned  to 
attend  the  chamberlain  of  London, 
before  whom  the  matter  was  fet¬ 
tled,  and  the  girl  difeharged  from 
her  apprenticelhip. 

Mitchell  was  now  left  alone, 
and  continued  patiently  to  drudge 
and  to  fuffer  till  a  about  the  middle 
of  February  following,  when  fhe 
had  ferved  about  one  year  of  her 
time  ;  and  then  fhe  alfo  found 
means  to  run  away;  fhe  was  how¬ 
ever 
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ever  found  in  the  dreets  by  Brown- 
rip'g^s  younged  boy  the  fame  day, 
and'  brought  back  to  her  confine¬ 
ment  :  from  this  time  fhe  was  never 
Buffered  to  ftir  out  of  doors,  and 
fhe  was  frequently  tied  up  and 
whipped  naked. 

About  the  fame  time  Mary  Clif¬ 
ford,  a  third  apprentice,  was  bound 
to  James  Brownrigg,  bv  the  over- 
feers  of  White  Friar’s  precindl;  fhe 
was  a  month  upon  liking,  and  du¬ 
ring  that  time  was  well  treated, 
and  ate  and  drank  as  the  family 
did,  but  foon  after  fhe  was  bound 
they  began  to  ufe  her  with  great 
cruelty,  frequently  beating  her  over 
the  head  and  (boulders,  fometimes 
with  a  walking  -  cane,  fometimes 
with  a  horfe  -  whip,  and  feveral 
times  with  a  hearth  brufh. 

It  was  this  girl’s  misfortune, 
cither  by  natural  weakness  or  bad 
smrfing,  to  wet  the  bed ;  for  this 
reafon  fhe  was  ordered  to  lie  on  a 
mat,  in  a  place  called  a  cellar, 
which  had  been  a  coal  hole,  and 
Is  deferibed  as  a  cold  dark  place, 
about  as  big  as  a  clofet,  under  the 
Bairs  ;  the  mat  after  feme  time  was 
taken  away,  and  a  lack,  with  a  lit¬ 
tle  flraw  in  it,  fub&ituted  in  its 
place :  fometimes  there  was  no¬ 
thing  but  a  few  rags,  and  fometimes 
only  the  bare  floor  ;  as  to  cover¬ 
ing,  fhe  had  fometimes  her  own 
cloaths,  fometimes  a  bit  of  blan¬ 
ket,  and  fometimes  fhe  was  quite 
naked  :  it  does  not  appear  that  fhe 
had  any  other  food  than  bread  and 
water,  and  fhe  had  not  enough  even 
of  that. 

Once  when  fhe  was  famifhtng 
for  hunger,  fhe  broke  open  a  cup¬ 
board  where  vidluals  were  ufuaFy 
kept,  but  found  none  ;  and  once, 
when  fhe  was  fainting  with  third, 
flie  broke  down  fome  boards  to 
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come  at  water.  For  the  fird  of 
thefe  crimes  fhe  was  made  to  drip 
naked  and  continued  to  walk 
naked  a  whole  day,  being  every 
now  and  then  beaten  with  the 
flump  end  of  a  riding  whip ;  for 
the  other  offence  a  jack-chain  was 
put  round  her  neck,  and  the  end 
fadened  to  the  yard  door  ;  it  was 
drained  as  tight  ^as  it  could  be, 
without  choaking  her  ;  and  when 
fhe  had  palled  the  day  in  this  con¬ 
dition,  fhe  was  fent  down  into  the 
cellar  when  it  grew  dark,  with  the 
chain  ftill  on  her  neck,  and  her 
hands  tied  behind  her,  to  pafs  the 
night,  without  bed  or  covering  in 
the  cellar. 

It  was  common  for  both  the 
girls,  Mitchell  and  Clifford  to  go 
about  the  houfe  quite  naked;  for 
Brownrigg  being  by  their  inden¬ 
tures  obliged  to  find  them  cloaths, 
ufed  frequently  to  order  them  to 
be  taken  off,  upon  difeovering  any 
little  rent,  hole,  or  other  fign  that 
they  were  wearing  out.  Mitchell, 
in  particular,  fcarce  ever  wore  dock¬ 
ings,  and  had  generally  nothing 
upon  her  body  but  an  old  rag  of  a 
waificoat,  which  did  not  cover  her 
behind. 

As  the  prifoners  were  tried  for 
the  murderof  Clifford,  and  Mitchell 
was  the  principal  evidence,  little 
appears  concerning  Mitchell  in 
particular  ;  fometimes  however  fhe 
was  locked  with  Clifford  into  the 
cellar,  to  pafs  the  night,  and  both 
were  conilantly  left  locked  into 
that  difmal  cell,  from  Saturday  to 
Sunday  night,  while  the  family 
were  at  their  country  lodgings  in 
Iflington  :  during  all  this  time 
they  had  no  fudenance  but  a  piece 
of  bread,  for  water  itfeif  was  not 
added. 

z  The 
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Fhe  office  of  gaoler  feems  in  ge¬ 
neral  to  have  been  performed  by 
the  e  1  d e ft  fon,  though  fometimeS 
the  prifoners  were  locked  up  by 
others  ;  once  in  particular,  by  one 
jBenham,  an  apprentice  boy,  who 
in  his  examination  fwears,  that 
when  he  locked  them  in*  Clifford 
was  quite  naked. 

They  were  fo  often  and  fo 
cruelly  whipped  and  beaten,  that 
their  bodies^  efpecially  their  heads 
and  Ihoulders,  were  almoH  one  in¬ 
tire  fcab,  the  Ikin  being  broken  a- 
frefh  as  fall  as  it  healed,  for  the 
miftrefs  never  left  off  whipping  till 
Ihe  drew  blood. 

In  order  to  inhid:  this  diabolical 
punilhment,  the  hrft  expedient  was 
to  Hripthem  quite  naked,  and  then 
tie  their  hands  up  to  a  water  pipe, 
that  was  carried  along  the  kitchen 
ceiling;  this  pipe  however  at  laft 
giving  way,  a  ilaple  was  by  the 
hufband,  at  the  wife’s  delire,  made 
fall  to  a  beam,  and  the  cord  that 
tied  them  was  put  through  it. 

Clifford  was  alfo  fometimes  beat¬ 
en  with  great  cruelty  by  John  :  he 
one  day  ordered  her  to  put  up  a  bed, 
which  Ihe  attempted  to  do,  but  was 
not  able,  upon  which  he  beat  her 
with  the  buckle  end  of  a  leathern 
belt,  till  Ihe  was  covered  with 
blood>  and  then  put  the  bed  up 
himfelf.  John  alfo  found  her  at 
another  time  naked  and  bleeding, 
having  been  tied  up  and  whipped 
by  his  mother,  yet  in  this  condition 
Ihe  ordered  him  to  continue  the 
whipping,  becaufe  Ih e  was  no  long¬ 
er  able,  and,  ftrange  and  horrid  as 
it  may  feem,  he  complied. 

Some  ads  of  cruelty  are  alfo 
mentioned  of  another  kind  :  Mrs, 
Brownrigg  would  frequently  fix 
one  of  her  hands  on  each  of 
Vol.  X. 
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Mitchell’s  cheeks,  and  draw  them 
down  her  face  with  fuch  force  as 
to  occafion  the  blood  to  hart  from 
her  eyes. 

Mitchell  alfo,  having  complain¬ 
ed  to  a  lodger,  the  only  one  who 
appears  to  have  been  in  the  houfe 
during  Clifford’s  time  of  ill  ufage  ; 
the  woman,  upon  fome  difagree- 
ment  with  the  miftrefs,  reproach¬ 
ed  her  with  the  fubjed  of  the  girl’s 
complaint;  upon  which  Mrs. 
Brownrigg  ran  to  the  girl,  and 
thruHing  a  pair  of  fciffors  into  her 
mouth,  cut  her  tongue  in  two 
places.’ 

The  account  of  what  happened 
on  the  day  when  the  fatal  wound 
was  given,  is  in  fubilance  as  fol¬ 
lows. 

On  Friday  the  30th  of  July, 
about  ten  o’clock  in  the  morning, 
BroWnrigg  having  threatened  the 
girls  all  the  week,  went  down  into 
the  kitchen,  and  tied  Mary  Clifford 
naked  up  to  a  llaple  ;  her  head 
and  ihoulders  were  then  fore,  and 
fcabbed  over  in  many  places,  but 
notwithHanding  the  Hate  of  her 
body,  her  tyrant  whipped  her  with 
a  horfewhip,  in  the  prefence  of 
Mitchell,  till  the  blood  followed 
the  ftroke  ;  ihe  was  then  let  down, 
and  ordered  to  wafh,  naked  and 
wounded  as  Ihe  was,  and  while  fhe 
was  hooping  down  to  the  tub,  her 
miilrefs  Hruck  her  over  the  head 
with  the  but  end  of  the  whip. 

She  was  tied  up  live  fucceffive 
times  in  this  dreadful  day,  Hill 
naked  and  bleeding,  and  Hill  co¬ 
vered  with  new  wounds  by  the 
whip. 

She  was  now  mortally  wounded, 
yet  (he  crept  about  till  the  4th  of 
Augull,  when  Ihe  was  difcovered 
in  the  following  manner. 

[N]  Clifford’s 
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Clifford’s  father  about  four  years 
ago  married  a  fecond  wife ;  he 
went  away  however  and  left  her, 
upon  which  die  delivered  up  the 
child  to  the  parifh,  and  went  into 
Cambridp-efliire.  She  was  abfent 

o 

when  the  girl  was  bound  appren¬ 
tice,  but  returned  about  la  it  Mid- 
fummer  ;  having  learnt  to  whom 
the  girl  was  apprenticed,  fhe  went 
twice  to  Brownrigg’s  and  enquired 
for  her,  but  was  both  times  an- 
fwered  by  the  apprentice  boy  that 
no  fuch  perfon  lived  there. 

After  feveral  other  ineffectual 
enquiries,  both  by  herfelf  and  per- 
fons  whom  fire  fent,  Brownrigg, 
the  hufband,  abfolutely  denying 
that  any  fuch  perfon  was  in  the 
houfe,  threatened  the  woman  to 
fend  her  before  the  lord  mayor, 
for  being  troublefome. 

Upon  this  fhe  went  away;  but 
as  fhe  was  going  from  the  houfe, 
Mrs.  Deacon,  the  wife  of  a  baker 
that  lived  next  door,  having  heard 
high  words,  called  her  in,  and  en¬ 
quired  what  was  the  matter ;  upon 
hearing  the  fiory,  Mrs.  Deacon 
told  her,  that  her  family  had  fre¬ 
quently  heard  groans  and  moan- 
ings  in  Brownrigg’s  houfe;  that  file 
fufpeCted  there  were  apprentices 
who  were  cruelly  treated,  and  that 
file  would  do  her  utmoft  to  make 
farther  difcoveries ;  taking  a  di¬ 
rection  to  find  Clifford’s  mother  if 
any  difcovery  fhould  be  made. 

About  this  time,  Brownrigg,  the 
hufband,  having  been  concerned 
in  a  fale  at  Hampflead,  bought  a 
hog,  and  had  it  driven  home  to 
his  houfe.  This  hog  was  kept  in 
a  covered  yard,  where  there  was  a 
fky-light,  and  this  it  was  found 
neceffary  to  open,  in  order  to  let 
out  the  fmell  which  proceeded 
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from  keeping  the  hog  in  fo  clofe 
a  place.  The  removal  of  the  fky- 
light  gave  Mr.  Deacon’s  family 
an  opportunity  of  feeing  what  pal- 
fed  in  Brownrigg’s  yard ;  and, 
they  being  upon  the  watch,  it  hap¬ 
pened  that  the  apprentice,  Wil¬ 
liam  Clipfon,  being  on  the  3d  of 
Auguft  at  a  two  pair  of  flairs  win¬ 
dow  which  looked  down  on  the 
fky-Iight,  faw  Mary  Clifford,  her 
head,  back,  and  fhoulders  being 
uncovered,  bloody,  and  cut  in  a 
(hocking  manner.  Clipfon  then 
went  down  to  the  one  pair  of  flairs 
window,  and  crawled  out  of  it  up¬ 
on  the  leads. over  the  yard,  and  lay¬ 
ing  himfelf  acrofs  the  fky-light, 
had  a  fuller  view  of  the  poor  dying 
wretch  :  he  fpoke  feveral  times, 
but  received  no  anfwer  :  he  then 
to  attract  her  notice  threw  down 
two  or  three  pieces  of  mortar,  one 
of  which  falling  upon  her  head, 
fhe  looked  up,  and  attempted  to 
fpeak,  but  was  able  only  to  ut¬ 
ter  a  groan.  This  was  over¬ 
heard  by  Pvirs.  Brownrigg,  but 
without  pity  ;  for  Clipfon  fays,  fhe 
fpoke  to  her  in  a  fharp  manner, 
and  afked  what  was  the  matter  with 
her. 

The  poor  girl  then  drew  back 
out  of  fight,  and  Clipfon  acquaint¬ 
ed  the  family  with  what  he  had 
feen. 

Intelligence  was  foon  fent  to  the 
mother-in-law,  who  on  the  next 
day,  Friday  the  fourth  of  Auguft, 
came  with  the  overfeers,  and  went 
into  Brownrigg’s  houfe,  and  Clip¬ 
fon  with  them.  They  enquired 
for  Mary  Clifford,  and  Brownrigg, 
the  hufband,  told  them,  fhe  was. 
in  Hertfordshire,  attending  one 
of  the  children  who  had  the'hoop- 
ing  cough.  Clipfon  then  faid,  he 

had 
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had  jfeen  her  in  a  deplorable  con¬ 
dition  the  day  before :  upon  which 
Brownrigg  fvvore  by  God  lhe  was 
not  in  the  houfe  ;  after  fome  alter¬ 
cation  he  produced  Mary  Mitchell, 
and  again  fwore  there  was  no  other 
girl  in  the  houfe.  Clipfon  in¬ 
filled  Mitchell  was  not  the  girl 
he  had  feen  ;  and  Mr.  Grundy, 
one  of  the  overfeers,  then  fent  for 
a  conllable,  and  fearched  the  houfe, 
but  without  fuccefs. 

Upon  examining  Mitchell,  the 
girl  that  was  produced,  her  cap 
was  found  to  be  bloody,  her  head 
wounded  in  many  places,  and  her 
fhoulders  covered  with  the  fcabs 
oF  wounds  that  were  healing.  Mr. 
Grundy  perceiving  how  this  girl 
had  been  treated,  carried  her  away 
to  the  workhoufe,  wholly  regard- 
lefs  of  Brownrigg’s  bluftering, 
who  faid  Hie  was  his  apprentice, 
and  bid  him  remove  her  at  his 
peril. 

When  they  came  to  take  off  her 
leather  boddice,  for  lhe  had  no 
fhift,  it  ftuckfo  fall  to  the  wounds, 
that  the  Ikin  and  efchar  came  away 
with  them  ;  when  they  were  off, 
and  lhe  was  allured  lhe  Ihould  re¬ 
turn  to  her  tormentors  no  more, 
lhe  began  to  give  an  account  of 
her  fufferings,  and  declared  that 
Clifford  was  in  the  houfe,  for  that 
fhe  had  parted  with  her  juft  before 
lhe  was  herfelf  produced. 

Mr.  Grundy  not  doubting  the 
truth  of  Mitchell’s  account,  went 
back  to  Brownrigg’s  and  telling 
him  he  would  carry  him  before  a 
magillrate  on  fufpicion  of  murder, 
fent  for  a  coach. 

Brownrigg’s  neighbours  came 
about  him  and  offered  bail,  a  law¬ 
yer  alfo  was  fent  for,  who  endea¬ 
voured  to  intimidate  the  overfeer 
and  conllable  ;  but  Grundy  con¬ 


tinued  Heady  in  his  purpofe ;  he 
faid  he  would  anfwer  what  he 
Ihould  do,  and  that  as  the  crime 
Brownrigg  was  taken  up  for  was 
murder,  no  bail  could  be  taken. 
Matters  now  took  another  turn  ; 
as  it  was  before  Broworigg’s  in- 
terell  to  conceal  the  girl,  that  it 
might  not  appear  fhe  had  been  ill- 
treated,  it  was  now  become  his 
intereft  to  produce  her,  that  it 
might  be  known  lhe  was  alive. 
The  fon  therefore,  by  the  father’s 
order,  brought  her  from  a  cup¬ 
board  under  the  beaufet  in  the 
dining-room,  where  fhe  had  been 
hidden. 

No  words,  fays  honell  Wingrave 
in  his  narrative,  can  fo  powerfully 
defcribe  the  Blocking  appearance 
which  this  miferable  objed:  made, 
as  the  filent  woe  with  which  every 
perfon  prefent  was  llruck,  and  the 
execrations  which  followed,  againl?: 
thofe  who  had  reduced  her  to  that 
condition.  Her  head  was  fwelled 
to  almoll  double  the  natural  fize, 
and  her  neck  fo  much,  as  that  lhe 
could  neither  fpeak  nor  fwallow; 
her  mouth  Hood  open,  and  the  fur- 
geon  who  examined  her  depofed, 
that  lhe  was  all  one  wound  from 
her  head  to  her  toes,  that  her  Ihift 
Buck  to  her  body,  that  lhe  was  in 
a  fever,  and  the  wounds  were  be¬ 
ginning  to  mortify  from  negled. 

Brownrigg  and  the  girls  were 
then  carried  before  a  magillrate, 
who  fent  the  offender  to  prifon, 
and  the  fufferers  to  the  hofpital. 
The  wife  and  fon  had  made  their 
efcape  foon  after  the  officer  firlt 
came  to  the  houfe. 

On  Sunday  following,  A  ugull  the 
9th,  Mary  Clifford  died,  and  the  co¬ 
roner’s  jury  brought  in  their  ver- 
didl  wilful  murder,  againll  James 
Brownrigg,  the  hulband,  and  Eli- 
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zabeth  his  wife.  It  appeared  that 
the  eldeft  fon  John  had  cruelly 
treated  the  girl,  therefore  he  was 
included  in  an  advertiferaent  for 
apprehending  the  mother. 

About  this  time  intelligence  was 
given  that  Mrs.  Brownrigg  and 
her  fon  had  taken  places  in  the 
Dover  ftage,  by  the  names  of  Hart- 
ly,  and  this  was  found  to  be  true, 
though  they  did  not  think  it  fafe 
to  undertake  that  journey,  and 
therefore  loft  their  earned.  It  was 
alfo  afterwards  known  that  they 
had  taken  a  hackney-coach  in 
Jewin-ftreet,  which  fet  them  down 
in  Eaft-Smithfield,  and  that  they 
took  a  lodging  in  a  by  ftreet  near 
Nightingale-lane,  where  they  lived 
on  bread  and  water,  (being  afraid 
to  ftir  out  to  purchafe  other  food,) 
till  Tuefday  the  *  1  th .  In  Rag- 
fair  they  purchafed  feme  apparel, 
left  the  defeription  given  in  the 
advertifement  of  what  they  wore, 
might  produce  a  aifeovery.  They 
lodged  one  night  at  a  place  un¬ 
known,  and  the  next  day  they  took 
a  lodging  at  Mr.  Dunbar’s,  who 
keeps  a  chandler’s  fhop  in  Wandf- 
worth. 

On  Saturday  the  15th  of  A u- 
guft,  three  days  after  Mrs.  Brown¬ 
rigg  and  her  fon  had  been  at 
Wandfworth,  Mr.  Dunbar  met 
with  a  newfpaper  wherein  he  read 
the  advertifement.  From  a  con¬ 
currence  of  many  circumftances,  it 
Rruck  him  immediately  that  his 
lodgers  were  the  perfons  deferibed, 
and  he  went  to  town  the  next 
day,  and  gave  information  againft 
them. 

Mr.  Owen,  the  churchwarden, 
immediately  fent  to  Mr.  Deacon 
their  next  door  neighbour  in 
Flower-de-luce  Court,  who  knew 


them,  and  alked  him  if  he  would 
go  with  the  conftable  to  Wandf¬ 
worth,  which  he  readily  agreed 
to  do ;  then  Mr.  Owen  fent  for 
Mr.  Wingrave  ;  and  Mr.  Deacon, 
Dunbar  and  Wingrave  immediate¬ 
ly  fet  out,  and  when  they  got  to  the 
houfe,  Wingrave  went  diredlly  to 
the  room,  and  Mr.  Deacon,  who 
followed  at  fome  diftance,  allured 
him  they  were  the  people  he  want¬ 
ed.  They  were  brought  to  town 
in  a  coach,  without  the  leaft  fufpi- 
cion  who  they  were,  and  confe- 
quently  without  any  tumult  or 
crowd. 

The  parties  were  many  times 
examined,  and  on  the  9th  of  Sept, 
bills  of  indidlment  were  found 
againft  the  father,  mother,  and  the 
eldeft  fon,  for  the  murder  of  Clif¬ 
ford. 

The  trial  came  on  upon  Satur¬ 
day  the  1 2th,  and  lafted  fix  hours  ; 
the  evidence  was  in  fubftance  the 
fame  as  this  narrative,  upon  which 
Elizabeth  was  found  guilty  ;  and 
James  the  hulband,  and  John  the 
fon,  acquitted  :  they  were  however 
detained  to  take  their  trial  for  a 
mifdemeanor. 

Though  thefe  people  lived  in 
credit  ;  and  Mrs.  Brownrigg  had 
a  watch,  and  fome  other  trinkets 
which  (he  carried  off  with  her,  yet 
in  prifon  her  diftrefs  was  fo  great, 
that  fhe  was  obliged  to  borrow  a 
few  half-pence  of  a  woman  who 
was  prifoner  in  the  fame  room 
with  her. 

The  crowd  that  waited  in  the 
feftions  houfe  yard  during  her  trial, 
teftified  their  joy  by  a  Ihout  when 
Ihe  was  convicted  ;  and  fuch  was 
the  indignation  they  felt  at  the 
horrid,  deliberate,  and  perfevering 
cruelties  of  which  Ihe  had  been 

guilty. 


For  the  YEAR  1767, 


guilty,  that  thofe  who  were  near 
the  ordinary’s  coach,  when  fhe 
was  carried  to  execution,  cried  out 
they  hoped  he  would  pray  for  her 
damnation,  for  fuch  a  fiend  ought 
not  to  be  faved. 

It  was  undoubtedly  a  principle 
of  virtue  that  abhorred  cruelty, 
but  to  preclude  the  mercy  of  the 
Almighty  was  certainly  cruel,  and 
the  belt  of  mankind  have  no  ground 
of  hope  but  the  gracious  promife 
that  extends  to  the  worlt,  “  All 
manner  of  fin  and  blafphemy  fhall 
be  forgiven  unto  man,”  She  was 
executed  on  Monday  the  14th  day 
of  Sept,  and  her  body  was  carried 
to  Surgeons-hall  to  be  anatomized. 

It  is  fcarce  poffible  to  quit  this 
horrid  fubjetft  without  obferving, 
that  the  fads  which  now  have  been 
demonftrated  were  in  the  higheil 
degree  improbable.  Who  could 
have  believed,  that  two  wretches  of 
the  age  of  1  $  or  fixteen  years,  could 
in  luch  a  metropolis  as  London, 
and  fuch  a  neighbourhood  as  Fet¬ 
ter-lane,  continue  to  fuffer  as  Mit¬ 
chell  and  Clifford  fuffered  for  two 
years,  without  difcovery  or  efcape, 
efpecially  as  tnere  was  no  other 
fervant  in  the  family  but  the  ap¬ 
prentice  boy  to  go  on  errands.  Let 
us  not  then  too  haftily  conclude, 
on  other  occafions,  that  what  does 
not  appear  probable  is  neceffarily 
lalfe,  nor  haftily  rejed  every  pro- 
pofition  for  which  we  cannot  fully 
account.  Let  our  enquiry  be  cool, 
critical,  and  deliberate  :  and  as 
evils  multiply  beyond  probability, 
let  our  vigilance  be  not  only  con- 
ftant  but  Jcrupulous,  not  refting 
in  flight  appearances,  but  puffing 
on  to  fads. 
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Abjlrfltt  of  the  trial  of  William 
Guejl  for  High  treafon>  in  filing , 
impairing ,  &c.  the  current  coin 
of  this  kingdom . 

JOHN  Leach,  a  teller  at  the 
Bank,  depofed  that  Mr.  Guell 
had  been  there  between  two  and 
three  years ;  that  he  had  feen  him 
pick  new  guineas  from  the  old 
ones  ;  that  this  being  Mr,  Gueft’s 
frequent  pradice,  it  had  created  a 
fufpicion  in  his  (Mr.  Leach’s) 
mind,  which  fufpicions  he  com¬ 
municated  to  fome  others  ;  that  on 
the  4th  of  July  Mr.  Guell  paid 
fome  money  to  Richard  Still,  fer¬ 
vant  to  Mr.  Corner,  a  dyer  on  the 
Bank-fide  ;  that  feeing  Mr.  Guell 
take  fome  money  out  of  the 
drawer,  and  put  it  among  the  reft 
on  the  table  ;  when  he  had  paid 
the  man,  Mr.  Leach  followed  him 
out.  and  begged  the  favour  of  the 
man  to  walk  into  the  pay-office, 
and  let  him  tell  the  money  over  ; 
which  he  did,  and,  out  of  thirty 
guineas,  three  df  them  feemed  to 
be  newly  filed  ;  that  the  man  faying 
this  was  all  the  gold  he  had  about 
him,  Mr.  Leach  carried  the  three 
guineas  to  Mr.  Robert  Bell,  who 
looked  at  them  :  Mr.  Leach  delired 
the  faid  Mr.  Bell  would  carry  them 
up  to  Mr.  Race  the  caffier,  but  did 
not  go  up  with  him  then  ;  that 
thefe  guineas  appeared  to  him,  as 
if  the  right  milling  had  been  taken 
off,  and  then  filed.  Being  afked 
whether  it  was  not  common  to  take 
fome  money  out  of  the  drawer  in 
their  payments  at  the  bank,  Mr. 
Leach  replied,  that  it  was  fome- 
times,  but  very  feldom,  done 
there  ;  but  this  was  not  the  whole 
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of  the  money,  but  part  ;  that  it 
was  mixed  with  the  money  upon 
the  table;  that  they  put  their  gui¬ 
neas  in  one  drawer,  the  filver  in 
another,  moidores  in  another,  and 
ports  in  another  ;  that  Mr.  Race 
weighed  the  three  guineas  in  his 
prefence,  which  together  weighed 
fifteen  pennyweights,  nine  grains  ; 
whereas  the  weight  fhould  have 
been  fixteen  penny  weights,  four 
grains  and  a  quarter,  which  made 
a  difference  of  nineteen  grains  and 
a  quarter  ;  that  is,  three  fhillings 
and  a  penny  according  to  the 
ffandard  ;  one  of  the  guineas  (a 
George  II.)  weighed  five  penny 
weights  three  grains  and  nine  {Six¬ 
teenths  ;  two  of  his  prefent  ma- 
jefly  wanted  about  ten  pence,  the 
other  thirteen  or  fourteen  pence. 

Richard  Still  depofed  to  the 
guineas  being  paid,  and  taken  from 
him,  in  the  manner  above  related. 

Mr.  Bell,  a  teller  at  the  Bank, 
confirmed  their  being  brought  to 
him,  and  carried  by  him  to  Mr. 
Race  ;  who  having  looked  at  the 
edges,  clofed  them  in  a  paper, 
wrote  4th  of  July  on  them,  and 
then  bid  him  carry  them  to  Mr. 
Leach,  and  defire  him  to  keep 
them  in  his  cuilody,  which  was 
done. 

Mr.  Race,  the  chief  cafhier,  de¬ 
pofed  to  the  guineas  being  brought 
him  by  the  lail  evidence,  with  his 
delivery  of  them  to  Mr.  Bell  again, 
who  teftifies  to  his  own  re- delivery 
of  them  to  Mr.  Leach,  and  the 
latter  to  their  having  been  in  his 
cufiody  ever  fince. 

Mr.  Thompfon,  one  of  the  ca- 
fhiers,  depofes  to  the  manner  of 
locking  up  the  tellers  bags  every 
night  ;  and  that  having  received 
orders  from  Mr.  Race  to  infpeft 
fiUp  Mr.  Gueffs  bag  of  the  <f.th  qf 
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July,  and  one  or  two  of  the  tellers 
to  be  prefent  with  him,  the  bag 
was  accordingly  examined  in  the 
prefence  of  Mr.  Lucas  and  Mr. 
Kemp,  who  told  the  money  over, 
when  the  whole  fum  was  1800 1. 
16s.  6d.  in  feveral  bags;  that  is 
to  fay,  thirteen  bags  in  all  5  that 
there  was  one  bag,  in  which  were 
forty  guineas  which  feemed  frefher 
than  the  jothers  upon  the  edges  ; 
that  thefe  guineas  were  compared 
and  examined  with  caution  and 
deliberation  ;  fealed  up  by  Mr. 
Kemp  and  himfelf ;  not  opened 
till  that  morning,  and  kept  locked 
up  by  the  two  keys  of  the  cafhier 
and  teller. 

Mr.  Lucas  and  Mr.  Kemp,  both 
tellers  in  the  bank,  confirmed  the 
teflimony  of  the  preceding  witnefs, 
with  the  appearance  of  the  forty 
guineas  on  the  edges,  and  their 
deficiency  in  weight  ;  which  Mr. 
Kemp  fays,  was  from  eight  pence 
to  fourteen  pence  one  with  the 
other,  and  that  there  was  a  defici¬ 
ency  in  every  one  of  them. 

Mr.  Sewallis,  belonging  to  the 
bank,  depofes,  to  having  fearched 
the  houfe  of  Mr.  Guefi,  in  July 
laft  :  that  in  a  two-pair  of  flairs 
room  was  a  mahogany  neft  of 
drawers,  the  top  of  which  was 
forced  open  in  the  prefence  of  Mr. 
Hull,  Mr.  Humberton,  and  the 
lord  mayor’s  officers,  and  there  they 
found  a  vice,  files,  and  other 
things. 

Mr.  Humberton  fwears  that  he 
is  a  fervant  in  the  bank  ;  that  he- 
was  prefent  in  the  fearch  of  Mr. 
Gueft’s  houfe  ;  afked  him  at  the 
bank  for  the  keys  of  his  book-cafe 
and  a  cupboard,  telling  him  he 
was  going  to  fearch  his  houfe, 
there  being  warrants  out  again# 
him  ;  that  Mr,  Gueft  replied,  he 
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did  not  know  what  authority  any 
body  had  to  fearch  his  houfe,  and 
refufed  to  deliver  his  keys  ;  and 
that  he  found  all  the  things  there 
above  depofed,  which  had  con¬ 
tinued  under  feal  till  before  the 
grand  jury,  the  day  before  the 
trial  came  on,  and  that  they  were 
then  under  the  feals  of  the  grand 
jury.  (Among  t’nefe  things  was  a 
bag  with  a  hundred  guineas,  and 
two  bags  of  gold  flings,  weighing 
four  pounds  eleven  ounces  and 
nineteen  penny  weights.  The 
cheft  of  drawers  in.  which  they 
were  found,  is  defcribed  at  large 
in  the  feffions  paper,  and  is  of  very 
curious  contrivance.  On  the  teeth 
of  one  of  the  files  was  fome  yel¬ 
low  Huff.) 

Jofeph  Nichols  depofed,  that 
he  is  one  of  the  moniers  at  the 
mint,  where  he  has  been  employed 
twenty  years,  apprenticelhip  and 
all  ;  that  one  of  the  tools  produced 
was  capable  of  milling  money 
round  the  edges  ;  and  having  look¬ 
ed  at  the  three  guineas  paid.  Mr. 
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Still,  the  hundred  guineas,  and  the 
forty  guineas,  found  in  Mr.  Gueft’s 
bags,  faid  they  had  all  arti¬ 
ficial  edges,  and  appeared  to  be 
freih  filed,  which  might  be  done 
with  the  inftrument  before  produc¬ 
ed,  and  was  not  done  at  the  mint 
at  the  Tower. 

Mr.  Chamberlaine  produced 
three  guineas,  on  which  Mr.  Ni¬ 
chols  put  edges  in  his  prefence, 
with  the  inftrument  found  in  the 
prifoner’s  room,  and  faid  they 
were  quite  plain  before.  Being 
compared,  by  Mr.  Nichols,  with 
the  others  found  in  the  prifoner’s 
drawer,  the  latter  faid  they  were  fo 
near  alike,  that  he  believed  them 
all  to  be  done  with  the  fame  tool. 

Humberton  depofes  to  taking 
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three  fmall  parcels  of  filings  out 
of  thofe  found  in  Mr.  Gueft’s 
room,  and  delivering  them  to  Mr. 
Chamberlaine,  who  delivered  the 
fame  to  Mr.  Lucas  ;  which  lad 
again  fwears  to  having  received, 
allayed  them,  and  found  them 
agreeable  to  the  ftandard,  and 
thinks  they  might  come  from  the 
filings  of  our  guineas. 

Samuel  Lee,  a  teller  at  the  bank, 
thinks  it  was  the  latter  end  of 
March  the  prifoner  had  a  bar  of 
gold,  between  five  and  fix  inches 
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long,  under  two  inches  wide,  and 
better  than  half  an  inch  deep  ; 
that  he  aiked  the  prifoner  how  he 
came  by  it,  who  faid,  he  had  it 
from  Holland.  To  this  Lee  faid, 
he  thought  it  was  not  like  a  regular 
bar  of  gold,  it  had  a  deal  of  copper 
on  the  back.  Gueft  replied,  it 
muft  be  filed  off,  and  that  all  bars 
of  gold  were  fo.  Mr  Lee  being 
afked  whether  he  had  feen  any  bars 
of  gold  before,  faid  he  had  fcores 
of  times,  but  never  any  with  fuck 
a  fcum. 

Thomas  Troughton,  a  jeweller, 
depofes  to  having  fold  two  ingots 
of  gold  for  Mr.  Gueft,  one  about 
forty -eight  ounces,  the  other  about 
forty-fix  ounces,  which  appeared 
like  bars  of  gold  that  came  from 
abroad,  and  that  he  underftood 
them  as  fuch.  The  firft  of  thefe 
was  fold  the  12th  of  June  laft  ; 
the  other  about  fix  months  ago. 
Says  they  were  about  a  foot  long, 
and  had  no  appearance  of  copper 
or  filing. 

Efther  Collins,  fervant  to  Mr. 
Gueft,  fwears  to  having  looked 
once  into  his  book-cafe,  in  his  ab- 
fence,  when  open,  and  to  have  feen 
there  a  glafs  cup  with  fome  yellow 
dull  in  it,  and  by  the  cup  was  a 
file  like  that  produced  in  court. 
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*i loner,  in  his  defence,  faid  he 
was  innocent  of  the  matter  laid  to 
his  charge. 

Robert  Fratley,  optical  inilru- 
ment  maker  ;  John  Hunter,  con- 
verfant  in  the  mathematical  and 
clock-way  ;  Geo.  Hodgfon,  clock 
maker  ;  all  for  the  prifoner,  de- 
pofe,  that  the  inilrument  produced 
as  above  in  court,  is  ft t  for  milling 
many  other  things  befides  guineas  ; 
and  the  fecond  faid  it  was  the 
greated  improvement  he  had  ever 
feen. 

Several  perfons,  and  among 
them  fome  of  rank,  appeared  to 
Mr.  GeelFs  charaCler.  Thofe  who 
would  perufe  this  trial  more  at 
large,  are  referred  to  the  feliions 
paper. 


Copy  of  a  letter  of  her  imperial  ma~ 
jefy  of  all  the  Ruff as ,  to  his  ex¬ 
cellency  count  Wolodimer  Orlovs, 
dire  Bor  of  the  -academy  of  fciences 
at  Peterjburg . 


taken  ;  (3)  that  if  there  be  not  % 
fufficient  number  of  altronomer^ 
in  the  academy  for  compleating 
the  qbfervations  in  the  places 
pitched  upon  by  the  academy,  I 
propofe,  and  take  upon  me  to  find 
out  among  my  marine  fubjeCts, 
fuch  as,  during  the  interval  be¬ 
tween  the  prefent  time  and  the 
tranfit  of  Venus,  may  be  perfect¬ 
ed  in  the  habit  of  obferving  under 
the  eyes  of  the  profefibrs,  fo  as  to. 
be  employed  to  advantage  in  this 
expedition,  and  to  the  fatisfaftion 
of  the  academy.  You  will  Mr. 
Count,  tranfmit  me  the  anfwer  of 
the  academy,  with  its  full  opinion 
about  every  thing  above,  that  I 
may  give  orders  for  the  whole, 
without  lofs  of  time. 

Catherine. 
Mo f cove,  3  March ,  1 767. 


Monf.  Count  Orlovs, 


AVING  been  informed, 
that  in  the  fummer  of  the 
year  1769  the  planet  Venus  will 
pafs  over  the  fun,  I  write  you  this 
letter,  that  you  may  acquaint  the 
academy  of  fciences  on  my  pare, 
(1)  that  it  is  my  pleafure  that  the 
academy  ihould  procure  the  ob- 
fervations  to  be  made  with  the 
mmol!  care  ;  and  that  f  defire,  in 
confequence  to  know  (2)  which 
are  the  mol!  advantageoufly  fitu- 
ated  places  of  the  empire  that  the 
academy  has  defined  for  this  ob- 
fervation  ?  To  the  end,  that  in 
cafe  it  fh all  be  neceiTary  to  ereC! 
any  buildings,  workmen,  &c.  may 
be  fenC,  and  proper  meafures  be 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  M.  Ramoufky, 
of  the  imperial  academy  of  fciences 
at  Pete  foourg ,  to  Mr .  Short  of 
the  Royal  Society  of  London. 

S  I  R, 

I  Expedted  your  letter  impatient¬ 
ly,  and  received  it  the  i~th 
of  October,  We  were  fomewhat 
in  doubt  as  to  our  anfwering  the 
views  of  our  fovereign,  till  the 
arrival  of  your  letter,  which  dif- 
fipated  our  uneafmefs  in  reipeCt  of 
the  inftruments.  Judge  yourfelf, 
fir,  how  fatisfaClory  it  was  to  us 
to  underhand  that  you  would  take 
upon  you  to  procure  us-  the  ne~ 
ceffary  inltrumenu,  and,  more¬ 
over,  to  give  us  your  advice  how  to 
proceed  fuccel'sfully  in  this  im¬ 
portant  obfervation. 

I  thank  you,  fir,  in  the  name  of 
the  academy,  and  on  my  own  ac¬ 
count  efpecially,  hoping  a  more 


favourw- 

•i 


For  tlie  YEAR  1767.  [201 


favourable  occafion  of  teftifying 
my  obligations.  At  prefent,  I 
refer  to  your  judgment  the  mea¬ 
sures  the  academy  has  taken  with, 
relation  to  the  tranfit  of  Venus. 

Purfuant  to  her  imperial  ma- 
jefty’s  orders,  in  her  letter  to  his 
excellency  Count  Wolodimer  Or- 
lofF,  director  of  the  academy,  the 
copy  whereof  I  herewith  fend 
you  ;  the  academy  having  repre¬ 
sented,  that  the  properell  places 
in  the  Ruffian  empire  for  the  ob- 
fervation  of  the  duration  of  the 
rranfit,  are  Kola,  and  parts  near 
it,  and  for  the  exit,  the  borders 
of  the  C'afpian  fea,  has  befeeched 
her  majefty  to  be  pleafed  to  fend 
two  obfervers  to  the  north,  and 
two  to  the  Cafpian.  The  flations 
named  by  the  academy,  are  Kola, 
Solowedkoy,  Monaftir,  Aftracan, 
and  Orenburg.  The  emprefs,  in 
accordance  to  the  reprefentations 
of  the  academy,  apprehenfive  of 
the  precarious  itate  of  the  weather 
at  the  end  of  May  at  Kola  and 
thereabouts,  has  been  pleafed  to 
distribute  four  other  obfervers 
among  thofe  quarters.  The  aca¬ 
demy  availing  itfelf  of  the  high 
protection  her  imperial  majefty  has 
deigned  to  extend  to  this  enter- 
prize,  has  determined  one  to  Ja- 
koutfke  where  the  duration  will 
not  be  Jefs  than  by  about  i\  lefs 
than  at  Kola,  Torneao  and  Ca- 
janeburg. 

Mr.  Wargentin  has  informed 
me,  that  Mr.  Mallet  of  Upfal  is 
preparing  for  Torneao,  and  Mr. 
Planmann  for  his  former  Cajane- 
burg,  fo  that  this  country  will  be 
fo  fecure  in  fuch  a  multiplicity  of 
obfervers,  that  it  may  be  well 
hoped,  that  fome  llation  or  other 
will  not  fail  of  affording  a  com¬ 


plete  obfervation  of  this  phaeno? 
menon. 

St.  Peter/burg,  23  October,  176/7 

r— - : - — — - — 

A  curious  account  of  the  great  erup¬ 
tion  of  Mount  F ejuvius ,  on  the 
igth  of  Qttober  1767.  Ex « 

trailed  from  a  letter  vsrote  to  a 
friend  tn  England,  by  the  ho¬ 
norable  William  Hamilton ,  envoy 
extraordinary  and  mimfer  pleni¬ 
potentiary  of  his  Britannic  ma¬ 
jefty  to  the  kin p-  of  the  f vuo 
Sicilies. 

AS  l  have  nothing  material  tp 
„  trouble  you  with  at  prefent, 
I  will  endeavour  to  give  you  3. 
fhort  and  exaCl  account  of  the 
eruption,  which  is  allowed  to  have 
been  the  moll:  violent,  though  of 
fhort  duration,  in  the  memory  of 
man.  I  had  foretold  this  erup¬ 
tion  fome  time,  having  had  oppor¬ 
tunities  from  my  villa  to  watch  its 
motions  more  minutely  than  any 
one  here  ;  and  thofe  threats  which 
you  read  in  the  papers,  were  ex¬ 
tracts  from  my  letters  to  lord  Shel¬ 
burne.  The  19th,  at  feven  in  the 
morning,  I  faw  an  unufual  fmoak 
iffue  with  great  violence  from  the 
mouth  of  the  volcano,  and  form 
the  ffiape  of  a  pine-tree,  as  Pliny 
defcribed  before  the  eruption  in 
which  his  uncle  perifhed  ;  by  which 
I  knew  the  eruption  to  be  at  hand, 
and  in  faCt  before  eight  I  faw  the 
mountain  open,  and  the  lava  run 
from  the  crack,  near  the  top  of 
the  volcano  ;  but  as  it  took  its 
courfe  on  the  fide  oppofire  our 
villa,  I  had  the  curiofity  to  go 
round,  and  take  a  nearer  view  of 
it  :  at  it  requires  time  and  fatigue 
to  go  up,  I  did  not  come  in  fight 

of 
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of  the  lava,  which  was  running 
in  two  flreams  down  the  fide  of 
the  mountain,  till  eleven  o’clock. 
I  had  only  a  peafant  of  the  moun¬ 
tain  with  me,  and  was  making  my 
remarks,  when  on  a  fudden  about 
mid-day  the  great  eruption  hap¬ 
pened  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
from  me  ;  at  fir  ft  it  was  only  like 
a  fountain  of  liquid  fire  which 
fprung  up  many  feet  in  the  air, 
then  a  torrent  burft  out  with  a 
raoft  horrid  noife,  and  came  to¬ 
wards  us.  I  took  off  my  coat  to 
lighten  myfelf,  and  gave  it  to  the 
peafant,  and  we  thought  proper 
to  run  three  miles  without  flop¬ 
ping.  By  this  time  the  noife  had 
greatly  increafed,  and  the  allies 
caufed  almoft  a  total  darknefs,  and 
as  the  earth  fhook  I  thought  pro¬ 
per  to  retire  ftill  further,  and  upon 
returning  home  I  perceived  ano¬ 
ther  lava  towards  the  Torre  del 
Annonciata,  which  in  lefs  than 
two  hours  flowed  four  miles.  Our 
villa  fhook  fo  much,  and  the  fmell 
of  fulphur  was  fo  ftrong,  that  I 
thought  proper'  to  return  to  Na¬ 
ples  ;  and  indeed  the  fright  of  the 
family  was  fo  great  that  it  was  im- 
poflible  to  remain  at  the  villa. 

The  king’s  palace,  though  not 
fo  near  the  mountain  as  our  villa, 
is  flill  within  reach  of  lavas,  there 
being  no  lefs  than  feven,  one  upon 
another,  under  the  palace.  I 
thought  it  right  to  acquaint  the 
court  of  the  impending  danger,  and 
advifed  the  Marquis  Tanucci  to 
perfuade  his  Sicilian  Majefly  to 
remove  to  Naples  diredtly  ;  but, 
for  what  reafon  I  know  not,  my 
advice  was  not  followed  ;  and  the 
confequence  was,  the  lava  coming 
within  a  mile  and  a  half  of  the 
palace,  and  the  thunder  of  the 
mountain  increafing,  the  whole 
court  was  obliged  to  remove  in 
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the  middle  of  the  fame  night  in 
the  utmofl  confufion.  The  ex- 
plofions  of  the  volcano  occafioned 
fo  violent  a  concuflion  of  the  air, 
that  the  door  of  the  king’s  room  at 
Portici  was  burfl  open,  and  one 
door  in  the  palace  though  locked 
was  forced  open  ;  and  what  is 
more  wonderful,  the  like  happened 
in  many  parts  of  Naples  itfelf. 
The  mountain  for  three  days  made 
this  noife  by  fits,  which  lafted  five 
or  fix  hours  each  time,  and  then 
was  perfectly  quiet  :  we  did  not 
fee  the  fun  clear  almofl  the  whole 
week,  and  the  allies  fell  in  quan¬ 
tities  at  Naples  fo  as  to  cover  the 
houfes  and  fireets  an  inch  deep  or 
more.  ’Tis  really  wonderful  to 
think  of  the  quantity  of  matter 
that  came  out  of  the  mountain  in 
fo  fhort  a  time,  for  on  Thurfday 
the  lavas  ceafed  running,  and  if  X 
had  not  examined  them  myfelf 
fince,  I  could  not  have  believed 
it  :  from  the  place  where  I  faw 
the  mountain  burfl,  to  the  point 
where  the  lava  flopped  near  Por¬ 
tici,  is  to  be  fure  feven  miles,  and 
five  miles  of  this  it  travelled  in 
two  hours,  the  very  road  I  came 
down  ;  notwithstanding  which,  in 
forne  places  the  torrent  is  tw'O 
miles  broad,  and  the  lava  40  feet 
high  :  it  took  its  courfe  through 
an  immenfe  water  channel  that  is 
about  400  feet  deep,  and  actually 
filled  it  up  in  fome  places.  Stones 
of  a  molt  enormous  fize  were 
thrown  up  from  the  mouth  of  the 
volcano,  near  a  mile  high,  I  be¬ 
lieve,  and  fell  at  leaft  half  a  mile 
from  it  :  in  fhort  it  is  impoflible  to 
defcribe  fo  glorious  and  horrid  a 
fcene  ;  for  whilft  this  was  going 
on,  .Naples  was  crowded  with 
proceffions,  women  with  their  hair 
loofe  and  bare  feet,  full  of  every 
fuperftition.  The  prifoners  killed 

their 
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tfieir gaoler,  and  attempted  to  break 
out.  The  cardinal  archbifiiop’s 
gate  was  burnt  down,  becaufe  he 
would  not  bring  out  St.  Januarius; 
and  when  he  was  brought  out  on 
Thurfdav,  a  mob  of  an  incredible 
number  of  people  loaded  the  faint 
with  abufe  for  fuffering  the  moun¬ 
tain  to  frighten  them  fo  :  their 
expreffions  were— You  are  a  pretty 
faint  proteflor  indeed  1  you  yellow¬ 
faced  fellow  1  (for  the  filver  in 
which  the  faint’s  head  is  incafed, 
is  very  much  tarnifhed),  and  when 
the  noife  of  the  mountain  ceafed, 
they  fell  upon  their  faces,  and 
thanked  him  for  the  miracle,  and 
returned  to  the  cathedral  linging 
his  praifes,  and  telling  him  how 
handfome  he  was.  One  man’s 
faith  in  the  faint  was  fo  great, 
that  at  the  head  of  the  proceffion, 
when  he  came  in  fight  of  the 
mountain,  he  turned  up  his  bare 

b - to  it,  and  faid,  now  kifs  it, 

for  here  comes  Genariello.  I 
am  forry  to  fay  that  all  this  is 
actually  true  ;  nay  it  would  fill 
many  fheets  was  I  to  tell  you  half 
what  I  faw  laft  week  of  this  fort. 
The  mountain  is  now  quite  calm, 
and  I  believe  for  the  prefent  there 
is  an  end  of  this  eruption,  but  I 
do  not  believe  all  the  matter  is  yet 
come  out.  I  am  very  glad  fo  much 
is  come  out,  and  that  Genariello 
did  not  flop  it  fooner  ;  for  if  he 
had,  we  fhould  furely  have  had  an 
earthquake,  and  been  demolifhed. 
This  lalt  eruption  has  fully  fatis- 
fied  my  curiofity,  and  I  fhould  be 
as  well  fatisfied  if  the  mountain 
was  ioo  miles  from  this  capital. 

Jn  account  of  the  iaji  honours  paid 
to  his  Royal  Highnejs  the  Duke  of 
Torky  at  Monaco  in  Italy . 

N  Thurfday  the  17th  of 
September  1767,  as  foon 


as  his  royal  highnefs  had  ex¬ 
pired,  the  prince  of  Monaco  told 
his  oificers  and  fervants  that  he 
mull;  then  acknowledge  the  rank 
of  his  unfortunate  gueft,  by  fucli 
refpeft  and  honours  as  he  was  able 
in  that  fituation  to  pay  to  his  me¬ 
mory  ;  that  he  had  ordered  a  can¬ 
non  to  be  fired  every  half  hour  till 
the  body  fhould  be  depofited  on 
board  the  fhip,  and  the  chambre 
ardent  to  be  prepared  for  the  ly¬ 
ing  in  Hate,  according  to  the 
cultom  of  that  country,  with  his 
body-guard  to  attend,  and  a  guard 
from  the  regiment.  Accordingly 
the  preparations  were  made  in  the 
largefl  apartment  of  the  palace, 
hung  with  black  ;  a  high  canopy- 
in  the  middle  of  black  and  filver, 
with  a  reprefen tation  of  a  coffin  of 
the  fame,  upon  fix  ftages,  or  fieps 
of  black,  on  each  of  which  were 
a  row  of  tapers  in  large  gold  and 
filver  candlefticks  ;  on  the  coffin, 
a  filver  pillow  with  a  coronet  upon 
it,  the  fword  next  on  the  coffin, 
and  then  the  garter,  george,  and 
flar  ;  on  the  ground,  a  row  of 
torches  round  the  whole  ;  under 
the  canopy,  behind  the  ftage,  was 
placed  the  coffin,  which  was  made 
as  near  as  poifible  in  the  Englifh 
manner,  covered  with  the  pall  : 
on  each  fide  were  two  mutes,  and 
behind  Col.  St.  John,  Col.  Mor- 
rifon.  Commodore  Spry,  and  Mr. 
Schutz,  attended  :  the  whole 
lighting  confided  of  near  zco  ta¬ 
pers.  The  proceffion  from  thence 
to  the  water-fide  was  fixed  for  Sun¬ 
day  at  four  o’clock  in  the  after¬ 
noon,  according  to  the  order  here¬ 
unto  fubjoined,  and  the  chambre 
ardent  was  opened  at  nine  o’clock 
that  morning.  At  the  fetting  out 
of  the  proceffion,  a  fignal  was 
made  for  the  fhip  to  fire  minute- 
guns  till  the  body  fhould  be  on 

board  ? 
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board  ;  as  it  came  out  of  the  pa¬ 
lace,  the  regiment  was  drawn  up, 
their  drums  in  black,  and  officers 
with  crape  ;  at  the  water-fide  was 
the  long-boat  with  a  canopy  for 
the  body  covered  with  black,  and 
the  royal  ftandard  hoilled  half 
high ;  this  was  towed  by  the  cap¬ 
tain’s  barge,  with  the  mutes  in 
it  :  behind  was  the  commo¬ 
dore’s  barge,  with  his  royal 
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highnefs’s  fervants,  and  two  more 
barges  for  the  remaining  officers. 
The  prince  of  Monaco  continued 
at  the  water-fide  till  the  whole 
was  on  board  ;  when  the  royal 
fiandard  was  hoifted  half  high  on 
board  the  fhip,  and  the  minute-¬ 
guns  ceafed  :  the  garrifon  then 
fired  two  rounds  of  cannon,  and 
the  regiment  two  rounds  of  run¬ 
ning  fire. 


\ 


Order  of  the  proceffion  referred  to  above  > 

The  Guard 

\ 

Sailors  with  Flambeaux 
All  the  Duke’s  Servants 
Two  Surgeons  a-breaiL 
Four  Mutes 

Gentlemen  who  carry  the  Enfigns  of  the  Garter 
Two  by  two  Lieutenants. 

Captain  Colby  Captain  Dickings 

Pall-Bearer  Pall-Bearer 


Canopy-Bearer 
Canopy- Bearer 
Canopy -Bearer 

Mr.  Schutz 
Pall-Bearer 


Sailors  to 
fupport 
the  Coffin. 


Canopy-Bearer 

Canopy-Bearer 

Canopy-Bearer 

> 

Commodore  Spry 
Pall-Bearer 


Colonel  St.  John 
Colonel  Morrifon 
The  Prince  of  Monaco 
Gentlemen  his  Attendants 
The  rell  of  the  Englilh  Gentlemen 
two  by  two* 


Ceremonial  of  the  private  interment 
of  his  late  Royal  Highnefs  the 
Duke  of  York  and  Albany ,  in  the 
royal  vault  in  King  Henry  the 
Vllth' s  chapel • 

AS  foon  as  advice  was  received 
of  the  arrival  of  the  corpfe 
pf  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke 


of  York  at  the  Nore,  on  the  30th 
of  O&ober  laft,  his  coffin,  covered 
with  fine  crimfon  velvet,  with  filver 
nails  and  handles,  and  the  filver 
plate  containing  his  titles,  was 
difpatched  to  the  faid  place,  when, 
the  corpfe,  inclofed  in  a  leaden 
coffin,  was  taken  out  of  a  very 
neat  wooden  one,  covered  like  wile 

wisH 
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with  crimfon  velvet,  with  filver 
lace  round  the  borders,  and  put 
into  a  new  one  made  by  his  raa- 
jefty’s  uphollierer.  A  beautiful 
urn,  covered  in  the  fame  manner 
as  the  coffin,  and  lined  with  white 
fattin,  was  fent  down,  in  which 
the  bowels  of  his  Royal  Highnefs 
were  depolited. 

On  the  fecond  of  November,  the 
Mary  yacht,  with  the  corpfe  of  his 
Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of  York, 
appeared  off  Woolwich,  and  was 
fainted  minutely  whilft  paffing  ; 
about  twenty  minutes  after  ten  it 
arrived  at  Greenwich,  and  foon 
after  three  was  landed  and  put  into 
the  hearfe  under  a  royal  falute  of 
the  artillery.  The  proceffion  then 
began  to  move  towards  Weftmin- 
ffer.  The  hearfe  was  preceded  by 
two  coaches  and  fix,  befides  his 
highnefs’s  own  body  coach,  in 
which  were  three  of  the  lords  of 
his  bed-chamber  ;  one  of  whom 
bore  the  urn  with  the  embalmed 
parts  of  his  royal  highnefs’s  body. 


In  which  order  they  proceeded  to 
the  Jerufalem  chamber  near  the 
Houle  of  Lords. 

The  fame  day  the  royal  vault 
in  Weftmi after  Abbey  was  opened, 
and  at  night  his  highnefs’s  bowels 
were  carried  into  the  vault,  where 
his  body  was  interred  the  evening 
following. 

Between  nine  and  ten  on  the 
following  evening,  the  proceffion 
began  from  the  prince’s  chamber, 
(whither  the  body  had  been  re¬ 
moved  the  night  before,)  paffing 
through  the  Old  Palace-yard  to  the 
fouth-eaft  door  of  Weftminfter 
Abbey,  upon  a  floor  railed  in,  co¬ 
vered  with  black  cloth,  and  lined 
on  each  fide  with  a  party  of  the 
foot-guards,  in  the  following  or¬ 
der  : 

Drums  and  trumpets  founding 
a  folemn  march,  with  banners  at¬ 
tached  to  them,  adorned  with  na¬ 
val  trophies,  the  drums  covered 
with  black. 


The  Serjeant  Trumpeter. 

Knight  Marlhal’s  men. 
Gentlemen,  Servants  to  his  Royal  Highnefs. 
Page  of  the  Prefence. 

Page  of  the  Back  Stairs. 

Pages  of  Honour. 

Mr.  Frederick.  Mr.  Cadogan. 
Equerries. 

Capt.  Wrottefly.  Capt.  Hamilton, 

Col.  Morrifon. 

Secretary. 

Dr.  Blair. 

Purfuivants  of  Arms. 

Heralds  of  Arms. 

Treafurer  of  his  Royal  Highnefs’s  Houfhold. 
The  Hon.  Ch.  Sloane  Cadogan,  Efq;. 


Norroy 
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N orroy  King  of  Arms,  The  Coronet  upon  a  black  velvet  cuimbtff 

The  Lord  Chamberlain  of  his  Majcfty’s  boffte  by  Clarencieux  King  of  Arms,- 
Houihold. 


Four  Vice-Ad¬ 
mirals  Support¬ 
ers  of  the  Ca¬ 
nopy,  in  their 
Uniform  Coats, 
Black  Waift- 
coats,  &  Crapes 
In  their  Hats, 
and  on  their 
Arms,  viz. 


S  up  port¬ 
ers  of  the 
Fall,  viz. 

Lord  Le 

Defpen- 

cer. 


Sir  Ed.  Hawke, 
Knight  of  the 
Bath. 


D.  of  Bolton. 


Sir  Char.  Saun¬ 
ders,  Knt.  of 
the  Bath. 

Fr.  Geary,  Efa. 


Lord 

Bruce. 


rai 


THE 

BODY 
Covered  with  a 
Holland  Sheet,  and 
a  Black  Velvet  Pall, 
adorned  with 
Eight  Efcut- 
cheons  of  his 
Royal  High- 
nefs’s  Arms, 
under  a  Cano¬ 
py  of  Black 
Velvet. 


Support¬ 
ers  of  the 
Pall,  vis. 

Lord  Bo¬ 
tetourt. 


Lord 

Bofion. 


Four  Vice-Ad¬ 
mirals  Support¬ 
ers  of  the  Ca¬ 
nopy,  in  their 
Uniform  Coats, 
Black  Waift- 
coats,  &  Crapes 
in  their  Hats, 
and  on  their 
A.rms,  viz. 

Tho.  Frank- 
land,  Eiqj 

Sir  Ch.  Hardy, 
Knt. 

Sir  Sam.  Cor- 
nifh,  Bart. 

Sir  G.  Bridges 
Rodney  Bart* 


A 


Gentleman  Ulher 


Supporter, 
Duke  of  Montagu 
a  black  cloak. 


Garter  Principal  King  of  Arms 
with  his  Rod  of  ©ffice. 

Chief  Mourner, 
the  Duke  of  Grafton, 

In  a  long  black  cloak,  his 
train  borne  by 
Sir  Peter  Dennis,  Bart. 


jj»  A  Gentleman  Ulher, 

m 

Supporter, 

>.Dukeof  Northumberland 
in  a  black  cloak. 


Affikants  to  the  Chief  Mourner, 

Earl  of  Denbigh.  — —Earl  of  Huntingdon. 

Earl  of  Litchfield. - -Earl  of  Peterborough. 

Earl  Harcourt.  — — Earl  of  Pomfret. 

Earl  Delawar.  — — -Earl  of  Orford. 

A  Gentleman  Ufher. 

Grooms  of  his  Royal  Highnefs’s  Eedchamber, 
Sir  William  Boothby.— —Colonel  Weft. 
Colonel  St.  John. 

Yeomen  of  the  Guard. 


At  the  entrance  of  Weftminker- 
Abbey,  within  the  church,  the 
dean  and  prebendaries,  attended 
by  the  choir,  received  the  body, 
falling  into  the  proceflion  next  be¬ 
fore  Norroy  king  of  arms,  and 
fo  proceeded,  fmging,  into  king 
Henry  the  Seventh’s  chapel,  where 


the  coffin  was  placed  on  treftek, 
the  head  towards  the  altar,  the 
crown  and  culhion  being  laid  there¬ 
on,  and  the  canopy  held  over  it, 
while  the  fervice  was  read  by  the 
dean  of  Wekminker,  the  chief 
mourner  and  his  two  fupporters 
fitting  on  chairs  at  the  head  of  the 

corpfe. 


For  the  Y 

corpfe,  the  lords  affiftants  and  fup- 
porcers  of  the  pall  upon  ftools  on 
either  fide. 

The  part  of  the  fervice  before 
the  interment  being  read,  the 
corpfe  was  depofited  in  the  vault; 
and  the  Dean  having  finifhed  the 
burial  fervice,  garter  king  of  arms 
proclaimed  his  royal  highnefs’s  ftile 
as  follows : 

Thus  it  hath  pleafed  Almighty 
God  to  take  out  of  this  tranfl- 
tory  life  unto  his  divine  mercy, 
the  late  moil  high,  moil  mighty, 
and  mod  illullrious  prince  Ed¬ 
ward  Augullus,  duke  of  York 
and  Albany,  earl  of  Ulller, 
knight  of  the  moil  noble  order 
of  the  garter,  fecond  fon  of  the 
late  mod  illuftrious  prince  Fre¬ 
derick,  prince  of  Wales,  de- 
ceafed,  and  next  brother  to  his 
moil  excellent  majefty  George 
the  Third,  by  the  Grace  of 
God,  King  of  Great  Britain, 
France,  and  Ireland,  defender 
of  the  faith  ;  whom  God  blefs 
and  preferve  with  long  life, 
health,  and  honour,  and  all 
worldly  happinefs. 


Some  particulars  of  the  life  of  his  late 
Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of  York. 

ITT  J  S  royal  highnefs  Edward 
JljL  Auguftus,  duke  of  York, 
fecond  fon  of  Frederick  prince 
of  Wales,  was  born  March  it, 
I73^‘9>  about  four  o’clock  in  the 
afternoon,  and  chriitened  April  u 
following.  The  fponfors,  on  that 
occafion,  were  the  king  of  Pruffia, 
the  duke  of  Brunfwick- Wolfen- 
buttle,  and  the  dutchefs  of  Saxe- 
Weiffenfels,  reprefented,  refpec- 
tively,  by  Charles  duke  of  Queenf- 
berry  and  Dover,  Henry  marquis 
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of  Caernarvon  (now  duke  of  Chan- 
dos)  and  lady  Charlotte  Edwin. 
At  the  different  kages  of  youth, 
he  was  put  under  preceptors  qua¬ 
lified  to  inflrudl  him  in  the  various 
branches  of  literature,  and  the  ex- 
ercifes  proper  for  a  prince  of  his 
birth  ;  and  as  he  was  defigned  to 
prefide  at  the  naval-board,  the 
knowledge  of  maritime  affairs 
formed  a  capital  part  of  the  plan 
allotted  for  his  fludies.  On  the 
1 8th  of  March,  1752,  he  was 
eledled  a  knight  companion  of  the 
mod:  noble  order  of  the  garter, 
and  inftallea  the  4th  of  June  fol¬ 
lowing. 

His  royal  highnefs,  on  the  25  th 
of  July,  1758,  embarked  at  Ports¬ 
mouth,  on  board  the  Effex,  com¬ 
manded  by  Richard,  now  lord 
vifcount  Howe,  and  proceeding 
with  the  fleet,  was  prefen  t  at  the 
reduction  of  Cherburg,  in  Nor¬ 
mandy,  by  general  Bligh.  Hav¬ 
ing  likevvife  failed  in  September 
enfuing  with  the  fame  nobleman, 
when  his  lordfhip  efcorted  the 
tranfports  with  the  troops  fent  out 
again  It  St.  Malo,  he  witnefled  the 
unfortunate  affair  at  St.  Cas,  on 
the  28th  of  that  month,  and  fhewed 
great  refolution  and  firmnefs  of 
mind.  His  highnefs,  after  he  had 
gone  through  the  lubordinate  of¬ 
fices  of  midlhipman  and  lieute¬ 
nant,  was,  on  the  19th  of  June 
1759,  promoted  to  the  command 
of  his  majefty’s  fhip  Phoenix,  of 
forty  guns.  On  the  28th  of  next 
month,  he  failed  from  Plymouth, 
on  board  the  Hero  man  of  war, 
with  the  prefent  lord  Edgecumbe, 
and  upon  his  joining  the  fleet  off 
Brell,  was  complimented  by  ad¬ 
miral  Hawke,  and  all  the  other 
flag  officers  and  captains  of  that 
fquadron.  He  returned,  with  Sir 

Edward 
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Edward  and  admiral  Hardy,  tb 
Plymouth  found,  on  the  13th  of 
O&ober,  and  foon  after  his  land¬ 
ing  fet  out  for  London. 

On  the  lit  of  April,  1760,  his 
late  tnajedy  was  pleafed  to  grant 
unto  his  royal  highnefs,  and  the 
hei  rs  male  of  his  body,  the  dignities 
of  duke  of  the  kingdom  of  Great 
Britain,  and  of  earl  of  the  kingdom 
of  Ireland*  by  the  name,  lliles, 
and  titles,  of  duke  of  York  and 
Albany,  in  the  faid  kingdom  of 
Great  Britain,  and  of  earl  of 
Ulker,  in  the  faid  kingdom  of  Ire¬ 
land.  He  took  the  oaths,  and  his 
feat,  in  the  B ritifh  fenate,  on  the 
9th  of  May  followings  and  on  the 
27th  of  Oflober,  that  year,  two 
days  after  his  brother’s  acceffion  to 
the  throne,  was  fworn  of  the  privy- 
council.  On  the  31ft  of  March, 
3761,  his  royal  highnefs  was  ap¬ 
pointed  rear-admiral  of  the  Blue, 
and  fworn  in  at  the  Admiralty  on 
the  8th  of  next  month. 

The  common* council  of  Lon¬ 
don,  on  the  5th  of  June,  1761, 
voted  that  the  freedom  of  their 
city  be  prefented  to  his  royal 
highnefs  in  a  gold  box  of  150  gui¬ 
neas  value,  in  teftimony  of  their 
dutiful  affe&ion  for  their  fove- 
neign,  and  as  a  pledge  of  their 
gateful  refpedt  to  his  royal  high¬ 
nefs,  for  his  early  entrance  into 
the  naval  fervice  of  his  king  and 
country,  the  noblek  and  moll  ef¬ 
fectual  bulwark  of  the  wealth,  re¬ 
putation,  and  independence  of  this 
commercial  nation  ;  and  that  his 
royal  highnefs  be  humbly  requeft- 
ed  to  honour  the  city  by  his  ac¬ 
ceptance  of  the  faid  freedom.  His 
royal  highnefs  having  lignified  his 
confent  to  accept  this  token  of 
the  citizens  ekeem,  Sir  Matthew 
Blakillon,  lord  mayor,  accompa- 
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nied  by  twelve  other  aldermen,  to* 
gether  with  the  maker  of  the  gro~ 
cers  company,  attended  by  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  his  brethren,  waited  ori 
hi's  highnefs*  on  the  12th  of  thfc. 
next  month,  when  the  maker  of 
the  grocers  company  prefented  him 
with  the  freedom  of  that  fociety,* 
and  the  comptroller  of  the  cham¬ 
ber  of  London  delivered  to  him 
that  of  the  city  ;  it  being  a  funda¬ 
mental  part  of  the  conkitution  of 
London,  that  no  perfon  be  ad¬ 
mitted  a  freeman  of  the  city,  till 
he  be  firft  fo  in  fome  of  the  com¬ 
panies  ;  and  likewife  cukomary, 
when  an  honorary  freedom  is  grant¬ 
ed,  for  the  company,  whereof' the 
lord  mayor  is  a  member,  previous¬ 
ly  to  admit  the  intended  citizen 
into  their  fraternity. 

At  his  brother’s  nuptials*  Sep¬ 
tember  8,  1761,  his  highnefs,  as 
chief  fupporter  to  the  royal  bride, 
walked  on  her  right  hand  :  and  at 
the  proceffion  of  the  enfuing  coro¬ 
nation,  on  the  22d  of  that  month* 
appeared  in  his  robes,  as  £rll 
prince  of  the  blood. 

On  the  23d  of  June,  1762,  hb 
hoiked  his  flag,  at  Spithead,  on 
board  the  Princefs  Amelia  (where¬ 
of  lord  Howe  was  captain)  and 
falling  down  to  St.  Helen’s,  fail¬ 
ed,  vwith  the  fleet  under  Sir  Ed¬ 
ward  Hawke,  on  a  cruize,  to  the 
coaks  of  France,  Spain,  and  Por¬ 
tugal,  from  which  he  returned  the 
Auguft  following.  Elis  royal  high¬ 
nefs,  on  the  28th  of  next  month, 
fet  fail  with  a  fmall  fquadron,  from 
St.  Helen’s  to  the  Bay  of  Bifcay* 
and  returning  thence  to  Plymouth* 
on  the  30th  of  October,  was  elect¬ 
ed  high  ileward  of  that  corpora¬ 
tion,  and  about  the  fame  time  pre-* 
ferred  to  be  vice-admiral  of  the 
Blue.  In  that  quality,  he  failed 

from 
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from  Plymouth,  on  the  14th  of 
November  following,  with  the  fleet 
under  Sir  Charles  Hardy,  on  a 
cruize  to  the  weflward,  and,  on 
the  return  of  that  fquadron,  ar¬ 
rived  the  1 3  th  of  December  at  Lon¬ 
don,  where  he  chiefly  reflded  till 
June  30,  when  he  Jet  out  on  a  tour 
to  different  parts  of  England,  as 
he  had  done  the  three  preceding 
fummers,  and  was  every  where  re¬ 
ceived  with  the  refpeft  due  to  his 
rank. 

At  the  baptifm  of  his  nephew, 
prince  Frederick,  September  19, 

1 763,  his  royal  highnefs  flood 
godfather,  by  his  proxy  the  earl 
of  Huntingdon,  being  then  on  his 
way  to  Plymouth,  to  embark  for 
foreign  parts.  He  fet  fail  from 
that  port  September  22,  on  board 
the  Centurion,  commanded  by 
commodore  Harrifon  ;  and  as  he 
chofe  to  travel  incog,  he  took  the 
title  of  earl  of  Ulfler,  in  which 
chara&er  he  was  received  at  the 
court  of  Lilbon,  where  he  arrived 
October  3.  From  thence  he  de¬ 
parted  in  thefame  Ihip,  October  28, 
for  Gibraltar,  where  he  ftaid  but 
two  days,  and  then  failed  to  Port 
Mahon,  where  he  remained  till 
November  17,  and  then  fleered 
for  Genoa,  which  he  reached  on 
the  28th. 

After  refiding  there  about  ten 
weeks,  he  vifited  Turin,  Florence, 
Leghorn,  Rome,  Parma,  Venice, 
Padua,  Milan,  and  other  noted  ci¬ 
ties  in  Italy  ;  and  was  entertain¬ 
ed,  with  great  magnificence,  in 
every  place  ;  but  did  not  proceed 
to  Naples,  as  there  was  a  malig¬ 
nant  diflemper  raging  in  the  Nea¬ 
politan  dominions.  On  Friday, 
Auguft  17,  1764,  his  royal  high¬ 
nefs,  re-imbarking  at  Genoa  on 
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board  the  Centurion,  landed  on 
the  20th  at  Nice,  in  the  king  of 
Sardinia’s  territories,  from  whence 
he  went  to  Antibes,  the  firft  town 
from  Italy  in  the  French  domi¬ 
nions  :  and  from  thence  through 
Aix,  Avignon,  Valence,  Vienne, 
Lions,  Villefranche,  Mayon,  Tour¬ 
nees,  Chalon,  Dijon,  Langres, 
Chamount,  St.  Dizier,  Chalons 
au  Champagne,  Rheims,  Laon, 
St.  Quintin,  Peronne,  Arras,  and 
St.  Omer,  to  Calais  ;  without 
touching  at  Paris,  where  magnifi¬ 
cent  preparations  were  made  for 
his  reception. 

The  reafon  of  his  not  coming 
through  Paris,  was  faid  to  be  a 
coldnefs  which  then  fubfifled  be¬ 
tween  the  courts  of  London  and 
Verfaiiles,  on  account  of  fome  late 
infraflions  in  the  treaty  of  peace, 
by  the  French.  He  crofled  the 
ftraits,  and  landed  at  Dover  on  the 
31A  of  Augufl;  from  whence  he 
proceeded  to  London. 

On  the  5  th  of  December,  1764, 
he  was  elefted  president  of  the 
London  hofpital.  He  had  before 
been  made  a  fellow  of  the  royal 
fociety. 

In  the  fummer,  1765,  his  royal 
highnefs  made  the  tour  of  feveral 
parts  of  Holland  and  Germany. 
On  the  1 2th  of  June  he  arrived  at 
the  Hague,  and  was  complimented 
by  a  deputation  from  the  States- 
General.  In  July  he  vifited  the 
court  of  Berlin,  where  he  was  re¬ 
ceived  and  entertained  by  the  king 
of  Pruflia  with  particular  marks  of 
diflin&ion  and  favour.  About  the 
beginningof  Augufl  he  returned  to 
England,  and  immediately  vifited 
Tunb  ridge  and  other  parts  which 
he  had  not  feen  before. 

When  the  parliament  met,  which 
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it  did  in  December,  he  attended 
his  duty  there,  as  one  of  the  peers 
of  the  realm  ;  and  on  the  q-ueltion 
about  repealing  the  American 
ffamp  aft,  voted  again!!  the  minif- 
ters,  and  was  again  numbered 
with  the  opposition  in  another  di¬ 
vision,  during  the  fame  feffion. 
And  in  the  fucceeding  feffion  (1767) 
upon  a  queftion  relatingto  the  bill 
of  indemnity,  framed  and  palled 
by  the  affiembly  of  Maffachufets 
Bay,  he  fpoke  againU  the  m  milters 
then  in  office* 

On  Tuefday,  July  the  7th,  (five 
days  after  the  prorogation  of  par¬ 
liament)  his  royal  highnefs  fet  out 
for  Dover,  in  order  to  vifit  the 
continent  once  more.  He  was  at¬ 
tended  by  the  hon.  col.  St.  John, 
John  Wrottefly,  efq;  and  the  hon. 
colonel  Morrifon.  On  the  11th 
he  arrived  at  Bruffels,  under  the 
title  of  earl  of  Ulfter,  and  was  po¬ 
litely  received  by  prince  Charles, 
who  had  juft  before  entertained  the 
prince  and  princefs  of  Brunfwick 
with  great  magnificence.  From 
Bruffels  lie  went  to  Mons,  and  to 
Paris.  On  the  19th  he  was  pre- 
fented  to  the  king  and  queen  of 
France  at  Compeigne,  under  the 
title  of  earl  of  Ulfter;  and  on  the 
23d  his  royal  highnefs  had  the  ho¬ 
nour  to  fup  with  their  majefties. 
A  few  days  afterwards,  he  was  pre- 
fent  at  a  grand  review  of  the  French 
troops  by  the  king  himfelf,  who 
afked  his  royal  highnefs  how  he 
liked  his  troops  ;  to  which  the 
prince  anfwered,  <<r  That  they  cer¬ 
tainly  made  a  fine  appearance,  and 
for  the  fake  of  your  majefty,  added 
he,  and  my  brother,  I  hope  never 
to  fee  them  any  where  elfe.”  His 
royal  highnefs  was  next  invited 
by  the  king  and  queen  to  a  grand 
entertainment  at  Chantilly,  to 
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which  the  prince  of  Conde,  by  the 
king’s  order,  invited  upwards  of 
three  hundred  of  the  principal  no¬ 
bility  of  France.  The  duke  of 
Orleans  invited  his  royal  highnefs 
to  take  the  diverfion  of  the  chace 
with  him,  which  he  did  feveral 
times.  During  his  ftay  at  the 
French  court  he  was  daily  enter¬ 
tained  and  complimented  by  the 
princes,  princeffes,  and  nobility  of 
France,  all  of  whom  feemed  to  vie 
with  each  other  in  fhewing  him 
the  higheft  honours  and  refpeCt. 

We  have  given  an  authentic  ac¬ 
count  in  our  chronicle  of  the  cir- 
cumftances  relative  to  his  royal 
highnefs’s  laft  illnefs ;  we  have  no 
alteration  to  make  in  it,  but  to 
obferve,  that  another  account  fays 
his  illnefs  was  occafioned  by  the 
great  fatigues  he  underwent,  for 
two  days  of  exceffive  hot  weather, 
in  viewing  the  fortifications  of 
Toulon.  We  have  mentioned  this, 
though  a  matter  of  little  confe- 
quenee,  as  we  would  leave  no  par¬ 
ticular  unnoticed,  upon  this  affect¬ 
ing  and  melancholy  occafion. 

It  is  needlefs  to  delineate  his 
character,  for  it  is  engraved  in  the 
heart  of  every  Englilhman.  His 
affability,  good-nature,  humanity, 
and  generosity,  endeared  him  to 
all  ranks  of  people.  He  was  fond 
of  company  and  pleafures,  which 
induced  him  to  vifit  moll  places  of 
public  refort ;  and  contributed  to 
make  him  very  generally  known, 
and  much  beloved.  He  was  par¬ 
ticularly  kind  and  tender  to  his 
domeftics,  who  regarded  him  with 
the  molt  real  affeCtion,  and  lament 
his  lofs  with  the  molt  unfeigned 
forrow.  He  was  a  lover  of  the 
polite  and  fine  arts ;  and,  if  his 
royal  highnefs  had  lived,  it  is  pro¬ 
bable,  that  his  difpofition  to, 

and 
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and  knowlege  of,  maritime  af¬ 
fairs,  might  have  put  the  nation 
under  as  great  obligations  to  him, 
as  they  had  been  to  his  royal  uncle 
for  his  military  Cervices.  He  died 
univerfally  lamented,  and  the  great 
tendernefs,  refpect,  and  regard, 
which  was  {hewn  upon  that  me¬ 
lancholy  occafion,  and  during  the 
whole  courfe  of  his  illnefs  by  the 
prince  of  Monaco,  deferve  every 
tribute  of  praife  and  gratitude. 
His  eftablifhment  was  20,000/. 
flerling  per  annum ,  viz.  from  the 
.king  his  brother  9,000/.  from  the 
public  8000/.  a  penfion  on  Ireland 
3000/. 


A  narrative  of  the  extraordinary  dif- 
trejfes  f which  vuere  fufered  at  feay 
hy  the  ftrviving  part  of  the  creav 
of  the  brig  Sally ,  captain  Pabry , 
bound  from  Philadelphia  to  Hifpa- 
niola. 

ON  the  8th  of  AuguA  laft,  in 
latitude  25,  having  a  Arong 
gale  of  wind,  the  brig  was  laid  to 
under  her  main-Aay-fail  till  ten 
o’clock  the  next  morning,  when 
{he  was  hove  on  her  beam  ends,  and 
in  lefs  than  five  minutes  turned 
keel  upwards,  fo  that  they  had 
only  time  to  cut  away  the  lanyards 
of  her  main-maft.  There  were  on 
board  Anthony  Tabry,  mailer; 
Humphry  Mars,  mate  ;  Jofeph 
Sherver,  Samuel  Befs,  John  Burna, 
mariners,  v/ho  were  drowned  :  fix 
other  mariners,  viz.  Peter  Toy, 
Daniel  Cultain,  John  Davis,  Alex¬ 
ander  Landerry,  Peter  Mayes,  and 
William  Hamraon,  having  got  hold 
of  the  top  malls  which  floated 
alongflde,  tied  it  to  the  fterrt,  and 
fupported  themfelves  by  it,  till 
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about  flve  o’clock  in  the  evening, 
when  the  cabbin-boy  fwam  to  the 
hull,  and  threw  them  a  rope,  by 
which  they  got  on  the  bottom  of 
the  veflel,  where  they  were  flill 
in  a  difmal  plight :  the  firft  want 
that  invaded  them  was  drink  ;  this 
drove  away  all  thought  of  meat. 
The  main-mall  with  all  the  rig¬ 
ging,  the  lanyards  having  been 
cut  away,  came  up  alongflde, 
from  which  they  got  the  wreath, 
(a  fquare  hoop,  which  binds  the 
head  of  the  mall)  with  which,  and 
a  bolt  of  a  foot  long,  they  went 
to  work  on  her  bottom,  in  the 
mean  time  keeping  their  mouths 
moill,  as  well  as  they  could,  by 
chewing  the  fluff  off  her  bottom, 
fhe  not  having  any  barnacles,  be¬ 
ing  lately  cleaned,  and  fome  lead 
which  was  on  her  bow,  and  drink¬ 
ing  their  own  water.  In  four  days 
time  Peter  Tory  died  raving  for 
drink,  whofe  body  they  threw  oft 
the  veflel  the  next  day.  In  this 
manner  did  they  work  for  fix 
days,  without  meat,  drink,  or 
fleep,  not  daring  to  lie  down  for 
fear  of  falling  off  the  veflel :  the 
flxth  day  they  got  a  hole  in  the 
brig,  vyhere  they  found  a  barrel 
of  bottled  beer  ;  this  they  drank 
very  greedily  :  they  foon  got  ano¬ 
ther  parcel,  when  one  of  them  put 
the  others  on  allowance.  The 
eleventh  day  of  their  being  on  the 
wreck,  they  got  a  barrel  of  pork, 
which  they  were  obliged  to  eat 
raw.  As  to  fleep,  as  foon  as  they 
got  a  hole  through  the  veflePs 
bottom,  they  pulled  out  a  great 
number  of  ftaves  and  fliingles,  and 
made  a  platform  in  the  fame  place  ; 
but  fo  final  1  it  was,  that  when  they 
wanted  to  turn,  they  were  obliged 
to  wait  till  the  fea  hoiked  the  vef- 
fel,  and  when!  fhe  fell  again  with 
[O]  2  the 
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the  Tea,  they  were  almofl  froze  to 
death.  Thus  did  thefe  poor  mifer- 
able  fellows  live  for  thirteen  or 
fourteen  days.  After  they  got  the 
pork,  they  made  a  kind  of  net 
with  a  hoop,  fome  Ihingles,  and 
ropes,  which  they  got  from  the 
mall: :  this  they  let  into  the  fea, 
with  fome  pork,  and  caught  a  few 
fmall  filh,  which,  with  two  or  three 
mice  they  caught  on  board  the 
brig,  afforded  them  feveral  molt 
delicious  repalls,  raw  as  they  were : 
this  lalied  but  a  few  days,  as  they 
could  not  catch  any  more ;  when 
they  were  obliged  to  return  to  their 
pork,  which  was  become  quite 
putrid  by  the  fait  water  getting 
to  it.  To  their  great  joy,  on  the 
ill  of  September,  in  lat.  26,  15, 
long.  70,  10,  at  four  o’clock  in 
the  afternoon,  they  could  juft  per¬ 
ceive  a  velfel  to  windward  of  them, 
which  feemed  to  Hand  fome  time 
for  them,  but  foon  put  about  and 
ftood  from  them  :  it  was  then  they 
defpaired,  as  that  morning  they 
had  drank  the  lafl  bottle  of  their 
beer,  and  that  one  was  all  they 
had  ;  for  that  day  they  worked 
hard  to  get  at  the  calks  of  water 
in  the  hold,  but  they  were  fo  far 
from  them  that  they  could  not 
have  got  at  them  in  a  long  time. 
About  fun  half  an  hour  high,  the 
veffel  flood  for  them,  and  came  fo 
near  that  they  perceived  a  piece 
of  canvas  that  they  on  the  wreck 
fupported  on  a  board,  bore  down 
for  it,  and  about  feven  or  eight 
o’clock  took  them  on  board  ;  Ihe 
was  the  brig  Norwich,  captain  Ro¬ 
bert  Noyes.  Thus  were  they  re¬ 
lieved,  when  death  flared  them  in 
the  face,  by  a  captain  who  ufed 
them  very  kindly,  gave  them  food 
and  cloaths,  as  their  own  were  rot¬ 
ted  off  their  backs,  walked  their 
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fores,  and  gave  them  plallers,  as 
they  were  almoll  raw  from  head 
to  foot  with  the  heat  of  the  fun 
and  fait  water,  which,  in  many 
places,  had  eaten  holes  in  their 
flelh. 


The  following  piece  is  faid  to  have 
been  fou7id  lately  among  fome  pa¬ 
pers  that  formerly  belonged  to  Oli¬ 
ver  Cromwell ;  and  is  fuppofed 
to  be  a  copy  of  the  very  words 
which  he  fpoke  to  the  me7nbers 
of  the  long  parliament ,  when  he 
turned  them  cut  of  the  houfe.  It 
is  co7nmunicated  by  a  perfcn,  who 
fgns  his  ?iame  T.  Ire  ton,  and  fays 
the  paper  is  ?narked  with  the  foU 
lowing  words ; 

“  Spoken  by  O.  C.  when  he  put 
an  end  to  the  longparliament.” 

IT  is  high  time  for  me  to  put 
an  end  to  your  fitting  in  this 
place  ;  which  ye  have  difhonour- 
ed  by  your  contempt  of  all  vir¬ 
tue,  and  defiled  by  your  practice 
of  every  vice.  Ye  are  a  fadlious 
crew,  and  enemies  to  all  good 
government. — Ye  are  a  pack  of 
mercenary  wretches,  and  would, 
like  Efau,  fell  your  country  for 
a  mefs  of  pottage,  and,  like  Ju¬ 
das,  betray  your  God  for  a  few 
pieces  of  money.  Is  there  a  fin- 
gle  virtue  now  remaining  amongfl 
you  ?  Is  there  one  vice  ye  do  not 
poffefs  ?-~Ye  have  no  more  reli¬ 
gion  than  my  horfe — Gold  is  your 
God. — Which  of  you  have  not 
bartered  away  your  confciences  for 
bribes  ?  Is  there  a  man  among!! 
you  that  hath  the  leafl  care  for 
the  good  of  the  commonwealth? 
Ye  iordid  proflitutes  !  have  ye  not 
defiled  this  facred  place,  and  turn- 
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£d  the  Lord’s  Temple  into  a  den 
of  thieves? — By  yourimmoral  prin¬ 
ciples  and  wicked  pra&ices  ye  are 
grown  intolerably  odious  to  the 
whole  nation.  You,  who  were  de¬ 
puted  here  by  the  people  to  get 
their  grievances  redrelfed,  are 
yourfelves  become  their  greateft 
grievance. 

Your  country  therefore  calls 
upon  me  to  cleanfe  this  Augean 
liable,  by  putting  a  final  period 
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to  your  iniquitous  proceedings  in 
this  houfe  :  and  which,  by  God’s 
help,  and  the  ftrength  He  hath 
given  me,  I  am  now  come  to  do. 
I  command  you  therefore,  upon 
the  peril  of  your  lives,  to  depart 
immediately  out  of  this  place. 
Go  !  Get  you  out !  Make  hafte  ! 
Ye  venal  Haves,  be  gone  !— .Soh  ! 
—Take  away  that  lhining  bauble 
there,  and  lock  up  the  doors.* 
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ANNUAL  REGISTER 


2 1 6] 


SUPPLIES  granted  by  Parliament,  for 

the  Year  1767. 


November  27,  1766. 

I.^HAT  16000  men  be  employed  for  the  fea 
JL  fervice,  for  1767,  including  4,287  marines. 

2.  That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  4I.  per  man  per 
month,  be  allowed  for  maintaining  them,  including 

ordnance  for  fea  fervice  . —  —  _ 

January  26,  1767. 

1 .  That  a  number  of  land  forces,  including  2,46 1 
invalids,  amounting  to  16,754  effe&ive  men,  com- 
miffion  and  non-commiffion  officers  included,  be 
employed  for  1767. 

2.  For  defraying  the  charge  for  the  faid  number 

of  land  forces  for  1 767  —  —  _ . 

3.  For  the  pay  of  the  general  and  general  Faff 

officers  in  Great  Britain  for  1767  —  — . 

4.  For  maintaining  his  majefty’s  forces  and  gar- 

rifonsin  the  plantations  and  Africa,  including  thofe 
in  garrifon  at  Minorca  and  Gibraltar,  and  for  pro- 
vifions  for  the  forces  in  North  America,  Nova  Sco¬ 
tia,  Newfoundland,  Gibraltar,  the  ceded  idands, 
and  Africa,  for  17 67  —  . —  — _  _ 

5.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  the  difference  of 
pay  between  the  Britifh  and  Iriffi  ell abliffiment,  of 
fix  regiments  of  foot  ferving  in  the  Ifle  of  Man,  at 
Gibraltar,  Minorca,  and  the  ceded  illands,  for 

6.  For  paying  the  penfions  to  the  widows  of 

fuch  reduced  officers  of  the  land  forces  and  marines, 
as  died  upon  the  eftablifhment  of  half  pay  in  Great 
Britain,  and  who  were  married  to  them  before  the 
25th  of  December  1716,  for  1767  _  — 

7.  Upon  account  of  the  reduced  officers  of  the 

land  forces  and  marines,  for  1767  —  _ 

8.  For  defraying  the  charge  for  allowances  to  the 

feveral  officers  and  private  gentlemen,  of  the  two 
troops  of  horfe-guards,  and  regiment  of  horfe  re¬ 
duced,  and  to  the  fuperannuated  gentlemen  of  the 
four  troops  of  horfe-guards  for  1767  _  _ 

9-  For  defraying  the  charge  of  full  pay  for  165 
days,  for  1 767,  to  officers  reduced,  with  "the  10th 


1  * 

832,000  O  Q 


593,986  15  7 

12,293  18  6| 


405,607  2  ii-J 


7,201  14  7 


U>5  36  o  o 

J35>299  8  4 


2,103  11  8 

/ 

com- 

\  1 .  l  - 


\ 
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For  the  YEAR  1 767. 

company  of  feveral  battalions,  reduced  from  ten  to 
nine  companies,  and  who  remained  on  half  pay  at 
the  24th  of  December  1765  —  —  5,63 3  3  4 

10.  For  the  charge  of  the  office  of  ordnance  for 

land  fervice,  for  1767  —  —  —  169,600  o  z 

1 1 .  For  defraying  the  expence  of  fervices  perform¬ 
ed,  by  the  office  of  ordnance  for  land  fervice,  and 

not  provided  for  by  parliament  in  1766.  —  51,190  6  6 


January  29. 

For  the  ordinary  of  the  navy,  including  half  pay 

to  fea  and  marine  officers,  for  1767  - 

February  10. 

1.  Towards  the  buildings,  rebuildings,  and  re¬ 

pairs  of  fhips  of  war,  in  his  majehy’s  yards,  and 
other  extra  works,  over  and  above  what  are  propofed 
to  be  done  upon  the  heads  of  wear  and  tear  and 
ordinary,  for  1767  —  — 

2.  For  purchafing  a  quantity  of  hemp,  to  reple- 

nifh  his  majefty’s  magazines  —  — 


1,384,362 


4  °9D77 

'  1 


298,144 

30,000 


1  8-J 


4  3 


o  © 
o  o 


February  12. 

1.  For  paying  off  and  difcharging  the  exchequer 

bills,  made  out  by  virtue  of  the  acl  of  laft  feffion, 
chap.  15.  and  charged  upon  the  firft  aids,  to  be 
granted  in  this  feffion  ——  — 

2.  To  make  good  to  his  majefty,  the  like  fum 

iffued  by  his  orders,  in  purfuance  of  the  addreffes  of 
this  houfe  —  —  — •  — 


328,144 


1,800,000 


1 2,95 1 


o  o 


o  o 


2  2 


February  19. 

1.  Towards  defraying  the  extraordinary  expences 

of  his  majefty’s  land  forces  and  other  fervices,  in¬ 
curred  to  the  3d  of  February  17 67,  and  not  provided 
for  by  parliament  - —  • —  —  — ■ 

2.  Upon  account,  towards  defraying  the  charge 
of  out-penlioners  of  Chelfea  hofpital,  for  1767 


1,812,951  2 


3 1 S  ’9 1 7  16 
106,083  2 


2 


5 

6 


March  5. 

That  provilion  be  made  for  the  pay  and  cloathing 
pf  the  militia,  and  for  their  fubfiftence  during  the 
time  they  ffiall  be  abfent  from  home,  on  account  of 
the  annual  exercife,  for  1767. 


421,000  18  11 


March 
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March  19. 

1.  Upon  account,  for  maintaining  and  fupporting 
tlie  civil  eftablifhment  of  Nova  Scotia,  for  1767 

2.  Upon  account  of  fundry  expences  for  the  fer- 
vice  of  Nova  Scotia  for  1760,  not  provided  for  by 

^  3.  Upon  account,  for  defraying  the  charges  of 
the  civil  eftablilhment  of  Georgia,  and  other  inci¬ 
dental  expences  attending  the  fame,  from  June  24, 
1766,  to  June  24,  1 767  —  —  — 

4.  Upon  account,  '  for  defraying  the  charge  of 

the  civil  eftablilhment  of  Eaft  Florida,  and  other 
incidental  expences  attending  the  fame,  from  June  24, 
1766,  to  June  24,  1767  —  —  — -  — 

5.  Upon  account,  for  defraying  the  charges  of 

the  civil  eftablilhment  of  Weft  Florida,  and  other 
incidental  expences  attending  the  fame,  from  June  24, 
1766,  to  June  24,  1 767  —  —  —  — 

6.  Upon  account,  for  defraying  the  expences  at¬ 

tending  general  furveys  of  his  majefty’s  dominions 
in  North  America,  for  1767  —  —  — 

‘  7.  Upon  account,  for  defraying  the  charges  of 
the  civil  eftablilhment  of  Senegambia,  for  1767 


4,866  3  5 

691  8  o 

3,986  o  o 

4,75°  o  o 

4,800  o  o 

1,601  14  o 
5,550  O'  o 


26,245  5  5 


March  24. 

For  the  marriage  portion  of  the  Queen  of  Den¬ 
mark  —  —  —  -  40,000  O  G 

March  31. 

1,  Towards  carrying  on  an  additional  building 
for  a  more  commodious  paffage  to  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons,  from  St.  Margaret’s  Lane,  and  Old  Palace 

Yard  —  —  —  —  2,000  o  o 

2.  To  be  employed  in  maintaining  and  fupport¬ 
ing  the  Britilh  forts  and  fettlements  on  the  coaft  of 
Africa,  under  the  direction  of  the  committee  of 

merchants  trading  to  Africa  —  —  —  13,000  o  o 


15,000  o  o 


April  9. 

1.  To  replace  to  the  linking  fund,  the  like  fum 
iftued  thereout,  to  difcharge  for  the  year  ended  the 
29th  of  September,  1766,  the  annuities  after  the 
rate  of  4I.  per  cent,  attending  fuch  part  of  the  joint 
ftock,  eftablifhed  by  an  aft  of  the  third  of  his  pre- 
fent  majefty,  in  refpeft  of  certain  navy,  victualling, 
and  tranfport  bills,  and  ordnance  debentures,  as 

remain  e4 


For  the  YEAR  1767. 

remained  unredeemed  on  the  faid  29th  of  Septem- 

2.  To  replace  to  ditto,  the  like  fum  iffued  there¬ 

out,  for  paying  the  charges  of  management  of  the 
annuities  attending  the  faid  joint  hock,  for  one  year, 
ended  the  29th  of  September,  1766  - - 

3.  To  replace  to  ditto,  the  like  fum  iffued  there¬ 

out,  to  difchargefrom  the  29th  of  September,  1766, 
to  the  25th  of  December  following,  the  annuities 
attending  fuch  part  of  the  faid  joint  dock  as  was  re¬ 
deemed  in  purfuance  of  an  ad  made  in  the  lafc  feffion. 
of  parliament  —  —  — -  — 

4.  To  replace  to  ditto,  the  like  fum  paid  out  of 

the  fame,  to  make  good  the  deficiency  on  the  5  th  of 
July,  1766,  of  the  feveral  rates  and  duties  upon  of¬ 
fices  and  penfions,  and  upon  houfes,  and  upon  win¬ 
dows  or  lights,  which  were  made  a  fund,  by  an  ad 
of  the  31k  of  his  late  majefty,  for  paying  annuities 
in  refped  of  five  millions  borrowed  towards  the  flip- 
ply  granted  for  the  fervice  of  1758  —— — — 

5.  To  replace  to  ditto,  the  like  fum  paid  out  of 

the  fame,  to  make  good  the  deficiency  on  the  10th 
of  Odober,  1766,  of  feveral  additional  duties  on 
wines  imported,  and  certain  duties  on  cyder  and 
perry,  which  were  made  a  fund  for  paying  annuities 
in  refped  of  3,500,000!.  borrowed  towards  the  fup- 
ply  granted  for  the  fervice  of  1763  - - - 

6.  To  make  compenfation  to  Dr.  Peter  Swinton, 
for  the  damage  done  to  his  efiate  in  the  city  of 
Chefler  at  the  time  of  the  late  rebellion,  by  order 
of  the  officer  commanding  the  garrifon  of  the  faid 


[219 

104,506  11  10 


1,592 


9l 


8,708  17 


7 1 


49,660  9  2\ 


12,758  13  7 


700 


O 


117,926  14  I 

— . . . — — ■ — 

April  13. 

1.  That  the  remainder  of  the  capital  flock  of  an¬ 
nuities,  after  the  rate  of  4I.  per  cent,  granted  in  re¬ 
fped  of  certain  navy,  vidualling,  and  tranfport  bills, 
and  ordnance  debentures,  delivered  in,  and  cancel¬ 
led,  purfuant  to  an  ad  made  in  the  third  year  of  his 
majefty’s  reign,  be  redeemed,  and  paid  off,  on  the 
25th  of  December  next,  after  difcharging  the  inte- 
reil  then  payable  in  refped;  of  the  fame. 

2.  To  enable  his  majefly  to  redeem  and  nay  off 

the  faid  remainder  —  —  _  __  ^74^776  !0  11 

3.  That  one  fourth  part  of  the  capital  ilock  of 
annuities,  after  the  rate  of  4I  .percent,  eflablilhed 

by 


s*2o]  ANNUAL  REGISTER 

by  the  ad  3  Geo.  III.  chap.  12.  be  redeemed,  and 
paid  off,  on  the  5th  of  January  next,  after  difcharg- 
ing  the  intereft  then  payable  in  refpeft  of  the 
fame. 

4.  To  enable  his  majefty  to  redeem  and  pay  off 

the  faid  one  fourth  part  — -  —  —  875,000  0  o 

5.  Towards  paying  off  and  difcharging  the  debt 

of  the  navy  —  —  —  —  300,000  o  o 

6.  To  make  good  the  deficiency  of  the  grants  for 

the  fervice  of  1766  ■ —  — -  —  129,144  2  8 


May  5.  * 

1.  Upon  account,  for  enabling  the  Foundling- 

Hofpital  to  maintain  and  educate  fuch  children  as 
were  received  into  the  fame,  on  or  before  the  25th 
of  March  1760,  from  the  31ft  of  December  1766 
exclufive,  to  the  3 1  ft  of  December  1767  inclufive, 
and  that  the  faid  fum  be  iffued  and  paid  as  on  for¬ 
mer  occaiions  —  — -  —  — » 

2.  Upon  account,  for  enabling  the  faid  hofpital 
to  put  out  apprentice  the  faid  children,  fo  as  the 
faid  hofpital  do  not  give  with  any  one  child  more 


3,045,920 


28,000 


1  >500 


13 


© 


o 


7 


o 


May  19. 

That  the  half  pay  of  the  lieutenants  of  his  majefty’s 
navy  is  unequal  to  the  rank  their  commiflions  bear, 
and  the  time  they  have  been  in  his  majefty’s  fer¬ 
vice. 

June  15. 

1.  Upon  account,  towards  fatisfying  theexpences 

incurred  by  the  committee  of  the  company  of  mer¬ 
chants  trading  to  Africa,  on  account  of  the  efta- 
blilhment  of  Senegal,  and  its  dependencies,  after 
the  29th  of  Oftober,  1765  — - 

2.  For  further  enabling  his  majefty  to  defray  the 

contingent  expences  of  the  forces  ferving  in  North- 

America  -*■<-  —  — 


29,500  o  o 

"■   ■  1  r 


3,500  O  O 

2,000  O  O 


5,500  O  O 
8,527,728  o  6| 


Sum  total  of  the  fupplies  granted  in  this  feffxon 


For  the  YEAR  1767. 


Ways  and  means  for  raifing  the 
above  fupply  granted  to  bis  Ma- 
jejiy ,  agreed  to  on  the  following 
days ,  viz. 

Nov.  2 7,  1766. 

THAT  the  ufual  temporary 
malt  tax  be  continued  from 
the  23d  of  June,  1767,  to  the  24th 
of  June,  1768,  700,000!. 
March  2,  1 767. 

That  the  fum  of  3  s.  in  the 
pound,  and  no  more,  be  railed 
within  the  fpace  of  one  year,  from 
the  25th  of  March,  1767,  upon 
lands,  tenements,  hereditaments, 
penfions,  offices,  and  perfonal  ef- 
tates,  in  that  part  of  Great  Britain 
called  England,  Wales,  and  the 
town  of  Berwick  upon  Tweed; 
and  that  a  proportionable  cefs,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  9th  article  of  the 
treaty  of  union,  belaid  upon  that 
part  of  Great  Britain  called  Scot¬ 
land,  1,528,5681.  us.  ud.  J, 
March  9. 

I.  That  the  charge  of  the  pay 
and  cloathing  of  the  militia,  in 
that  part  of  Great  Britain  called 
England,  for  one  year,  beginning 
the  25th  of  March,  17 67,  be  de¬ 
frayed  out  of  the  monies  arihng  by 
the  land  tax,  granted  for  the  fer- 
vice  of  1767. 

2.  That  the  fum  of  i,8oo,oool. 
be  raifed  by  loans  or  exchequer 
bills,  if  not  difcharged  with  inte- 
reft  thereupon,  on  or  before  the  5th 
of  April,  1768,  to  be  exchanged 
and  received  in  payment,  in  fuch 
manner  as  exechequer  bills  have 
ufually  been  exchanged  and  re¬ 
ceived  in  payment. 

April  2. 

1.  That  an  additional  duty  of 
6  s.  be  laid  upon  every  dozen  of 
bad,  or  draw,  chip,  cane,  and 


horfe  hair  hats,  and  bonnets,  whick 
from  and  after  the  fecond  of  April, 
1 767,  ffiall  be  entered  inward  at 
any  port,  or  place,  in  this  king¬ 
dom. 

2.  That  an  additional  duty  of 
6  s.  be  laid  upon  every  pound 
weight  avoirdupoife  of  platting, 
or  other  manufacture  of  bad,  or 
draw,  chip,  cane,  or  horfe  hair, 
to  be  ufed  in,  or  proper  for,  mak¬ 
ing  of  hats  or  bonnets,  which, 
from  and  after  the  faid  2d  of  April, 
ffiall  be  entered  inwards  at  any 
port,  or  place,  in  this  kingdom. 

April  16. 

1.  That  towards  the  fupply 
granted  to  his  majedy,  the  fum  of 
1,500,000!.  be  raifed  in  manner 
following,  that  is  to  fay,  the  fum 
of  900,000!.  by  annuities,  after 
the  rate  of  3I.  percent,  to  com¬ 
mence  from  the  5  th  of  January  lad, 
and  the  fum  of  600,000 1.  by  a 
lottery  to  confid  of  60,000  tic¬ 
kets,  the  whole  of  fuch  fum  to  be 
divided  into  prizes,  which  are  to 
be  attended  with  the  like  3  1.  per 
cent,  annuities,  to  commence  from 
the  5th  of  January,  1768  ;  and 
that  all  the  faid  annuities  be  tranf- 
ferrable  at  the  Bank  of  England, 
paid  half-yearly  on  the  5  th  of  Ju¬ 
ly,  and  the  5th  of  January,  in  eve¬ 
ry  year,  out  of  the  linking  fund, 
and  added  to,  and  made  part  of, 
the  joint  dock  of  3  1.  per  cent,  an¬ 
nuities,  which  were  confalidatedt 
at  the  Bank  of  England,  by  cer¬ 
tain  aris  made  in  the  25th  and 
28th  years  of  the  reign  of  his  late 
majedy,  and  feveral  fubfequent 
aris,  and  fubjeri  to  redemption  by 
parliament ;  that  every  contri¬ 
butor  towards  the  faid  fum  of 
900,000!.  ffiall,  in  refperi  of  eve¬ 
ry  60 1.  agreed  by  him  to  be  con¬ 
tributed  for  raifing  fuch  fum,  be 

in  titled 
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intitled  to  receive  four  tickets  in 
the  faid  lottery,  upon  payment  of 
lol.  for  each  ticket ;  and  that  eve¬ 
ry  contributor  fhall,  on  or  before 
the  29th  of  April  next,  make  a 
depofrt  with  the  cafhiers  of  the 
bank  of  England,  of  2©1.  percent, 
in  part  of  the  monies  fo  to  be 
contributed  towards  the  faid  fum 
of  900,000!.  and  alfo  a  depofit 
of  5 1.  per  cent,  in  part  of  the 
monies  fo  to  be  contributed  in 
refpeft  of  the  faid  lottery,  as  a  fe- 
curity  for  making  the  refpe£tive 
future  payments  to  the  faid  ca- 
ihiers,  on  or  before  the  times  here¬ 
in  after  limited  ;  that  is  to  fay,  on 
the  900,000!.  10I.  per  cent,  on 
or  before  the  27th  of  March  next; 
10I.  per  cent,  on  or  beforedhe  26th 
of  June  next;  1 5  1.  per  cent,  on 
©r  before  the  27th  of  Augud  next  ; 
15 1.  per  cent,  on  or  before  the 
25  th  of  September  next ;  15  I.  per 
cent,  on  or  before  the  30th  of  Oc¬ 
tober  next ;  15I.  per  cent,  on  or 
before  the  17th  of  November  next. 
On  the  lottery  for  600,000 1.  25  1. 
per  cent,  on  or  before  the  16th  of 
June  next;  30 1.  per  cent,  on  or 
before  the  28th of  July  next;  40 1. 
per  cent,  on  or  before  the  1  ith  of 
September  next.  '  And  that  all 
the  monies  fo  received  by  the  faid 
Cafhiers  be  paid  into  the  receipt  of 
his  majedy’s  exchequer,  to  be  ap¬ 
plied,  from  time  to  time,  to  fuch 
fervices  as  fliall  then  have  been 
voted  by  this  houfe  in  this  feffion 
©f parliament  5  and  that  every  con¬ 
tributor  who  fhall  pay  in  the  whole 
of  his  contribution  towards  the 
faid  fum  of  900,000!.  at  any  time 
on  or  before  the  27th  of  Oftober 
next,  or  towards  the  faid  lottery 
on  or  before  the  24th  of  July  next, 
fhall  be  allowed  an  intereft,  by 
way  of  difcount,  after  the  rate  of 
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3 1.  per  cent,  per  annum,  on  the 
fums  fo  compleating  his  contribu¬ 
tion  refpeflively,  to  be  computed 
from  the  day  of  compleating  the 
fame,  to  the  17th  of  November 
next,  in  refpedt  of  the  fum  paid 
on  account  of  the  faid  900,000!. 
and  to  the  1 1  th  of  September  next, 
in  refpedl  of  the  fum  paid  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  faid  lottery. 

2.  That  an  additional  duty  of 
3d.  per  ell  be  laid  upon  all  linen 
cloth,  or  fheeting,  above  one  yard 
Englifh  in  width,  which  fhall  be 
imported  into  this  kingdom,  ex¬ 
cept  from  Holland  and  Flanders. 

3.  That  an  additional  duty  of 
3d.  per  ell  be  laid  upon  all  canvas 
drilling,  which  fhall  be  imported 
into  this  kingdom. 

4.  That  thefaid  duties  be  carried 
to  the  finking  fund,  towards  making 
good  to  the  fame  the  payment  to  be 
made  thereout  of  the  annuities  at¬ 
tending  the  faid  fum  of  1,500,000!. 

5.  That  the  additional  duties 
upon  bad,  or  draw,  chip,  cane, 
and  horfe  hair  hats  and  bonnets, 
and  upon  platting,  or  other  ma- 
mifadture  of  bad,  or  draw,  chip, 
cane,  or  horfe-hair,  to  be  ufed  in, 
or  proper  for,  making  of  hats  or 
bonnets,  imported  into  any  port, 
or  place,  in  this  kingdom,  granted 
to  his  majedy  in  this  feffion,  be 
alfo  carried  to  the  faid  fund,  to¬ 
wards  making  good  the  faid  pay¬ 
ments. 

6.  That  towards  making  good 
the  faid  fupply,  there  be  applied 
the  fum  of  469,147  1.  145.3d.  £ 
remaining  in  the  receipt  of  the 
exchequer,  on  the  5th  of  April, 
1767,  for  the  difpofition  of  par¬ 
liament,  of  the  monies  which  had 
then  arifen  of  the  lurpluffies,  ex- 
ceffes,  or  overplus  monies,  and 
other  revenues,  compofing  the 

fund 
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fund  commonly  called  the  Sinking 
Fund. 

7.  That  towards  railing  the 
faid  fupply,  there  be  applied  the 
fum  of  2,010, 1 2 1 1 .  ios.  3d.  \ 
out  of  fuch  monies  as  lhall  or  may 
arife  of  the  furplufles,  excefles,  or 
overplus  monies,  and  other  reve¬ 
nues,  compofmg  the  faid  fund 
commonly  called  the  Sinkine 
Fund. 

S.  That,  towards  making  good 
the  faid  fupply,  there  be  applied 
the  fum  of  35,202k  9  s.  2d.  alfo 
remaining  in  the  receipt  of  the 
exchequer,  for  the  difpofition  of 
parliament. 

9.  That  a  fum  not  exceeding 
261,571  1.  13  s.  3  d.  J  out  of  the 
favings  arifing  upon  grants  for  the 
pay  of  feveral  regiments  upon  re- 
fpitedpay,  by  off-reckonings,  and 
by  ftoppages  made  for  provifions 
delivered  to  the  forces  in  North 
America,  the  Weft  Indies,  and  at 
Minorca,  to  the  24th  of  Decem¬ 
ber,  1764,  and  received  of  Wil¬ 
liam  earl  of  Chatham,  formerly 
paymafter  general  of  his  majefty’s 
forces,  for  the  balance  remaining 
over  and  above  the  monies  found 
neceftary  to  be  applied  for  defray¬ 
ing  the  expences  of  the  forces  in 
former  years ;  and  alfo  out  of  the 
fum  of  one  million,  granted  in  the 
fecond  year  of  his  majefty’s  reign, 
on  account,  to  enable  Him  to  de¬ 
fray  extraordinary  expences  of  the 
war,  for  the  fervice  of  1762,  and 
to  afiift  the  kingdom  of  Portugal, 
and  for  other  purpofes,  be  applied 
towards  making  good  the  fupply 
granted,  towards  defraying  the  ex¬ 
traordinary  expences  of  his  ma¬ 
jefty’s  land  forces,  and  other  fer- 
vices,  incurred  to  the  3d  of  Fe¬ 
bruary,  1767,  and  not  provided  for 
by  parliament. 
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10.  That  out  of  fuch  monies  re¬ 
maining  in  the  hands  of  Edward 
Sain  thill,  efq;  as  were  ifl'ued  to 
him  for  the  relief  and  maintenance 
of  the  widows  of  officers  of  the 
land  forces  and  marines,  who  died 
in  the  fervice,  the  fum  of  7,844!. 
17  s.  9d.  be  paid  into  the  hands 
of  the  paymafter  general  of  his 
majefty’s  forces,  and  be  alfo  ap¬ 
plied  towards  making  good  the 
faid  fupply  granted,  towards  de¬ 
fraying  the  extraordinary  expences 
of  his  majefty’s  land  forces,  and 
other  fervices,  incurred  to  the  3d 
of  February,  1767,  and  not  pro¬ 
vided  for  by  parliament, 

11.  That  a  fum „  not  exceeding 
1 1 0,000 1.  out  of  fuch  monies  as 
fhall  be  paid  into  the  receipt  of 
the  Exchequer,  after  the  5th  of 
April,  1 767,  and  on  or  before  the 
5th  of  April,  1768,  of7  the  pro¬ 
duce  of  all  or  any  of  the  duties  and 
revenues,  which,  by  any  a£t  or 
acls  of  parliament,  have  been  di¬ 
rected  to  be  referved  for  the  difpo¬ 
fition  of  parliament,  towards  de¬ 
fraying  the  neceftary  expences  of 
defending,  prote&ing,  and  fecur- 
ing  the  Britilh  colonies  and  plan¬ 
tations  in  America,  be  applied  to¬ 
wards  making  good  fuch  part  of 
the  fupply  as  hath  been  granted  to 
his  majefty,  for  maintaining  his 
majefty’s  forces  and  garrifons  in 
the  plantations,  and  for  provifions 
for  the  forces  in  North  America, 
Nova  Scotia,  Newfoundland,  and 
the  ceded  iftands,  for  the  year 
!767* 

12.  That  fuch  of  the  monies  as 
fhall  be  paid  into  the  receipt  of 
the  exchequer,  after  the  5  th  of 
April,  1767,  and  on  or  before  the 
5th  of  April,  1768,  of  the  pro¬ 
duce  of  the  duties  charged  by  an 
aid  of  parliament  made  in  "  the 

fifth. 
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fifth  year  of  his  prefent  majefty’s 
reign  upon  the  importation  and 
exportation  of  Gum  Senega  and 
Gum  Arabic,  be  applied  towards 
making  good  the  fupply  granted 
to  his  majefty. 

13.  That  the  fum  of  150,0001. 
remaining  in  the  receipt  of  the 
exchequer,  which  was  granted  to 
his  majefty,  in  the  laid;  feffion  of 
parliament,  upon  account,  for  de¬ 
fraying  the  charge  of  the  pay  and 
cloathing  of  the  militia  for  one 
year,  beginning  the  25th  of  March, 
1766,  be  applied  towards  railing 
the  faid  fupply. 

14.  That  a  fum  not  exceeding 
i8i,oool.  of  the  monies  agreed  to 
be  paid  by  a  convention  between 
his  majefty  and  the  French  king, 
concluded  and  figned  at  London, 
the  27th  of  February,  1765,  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  late  French 
prifoners  of  war,  be  applied  to¬ 
wards  making  good  the  faid  fupply. 

15.  That  the  fum  of  84,604  b 
3s.  3d.  remaining  in  the  receipt 
of  the  exchequer  on  the  5  th  of 
April,  1 767,  of  the  two  fevenths 
excife,  granted  by  an  a&  of  5  and 
6  William  and  Mary,  after  fatis- 
fying  the  feveral  charges  and  in¬ 
cumbrances  thereupon,  for  the 
half  year  then  ended,  be  carried 
to,  and  made  part  of,  the  aggre¬ 
gate  fund,  and  that  the  faid  fund 
be  made  a  fecurity  for  the  difcharge 
of  fuch  annuities,  and  other  de¬ 
mands,  payable  out  of  the  faid  fum, 
as  the  growing  produce  of  the  faid 
two  fevenths  excife  fhail  not  be 
fufficient  to  anfwer. 

May  5. 

I.  That  an  additional  duty  of 
3  d.  per  ell,  be  laid  upon  all  linen 
doth  or  fheeting  above  one  yard 
Englifn  in  width,  which  fhail  be 
imported  into  this  kingdom,  from 


Holland  and  Flanders,  except 
cloth  of  the  manufacture  of  thofe 
countries. 

2.  That  an  additional  duty  of 
3d.  per  ell,  be  laid  upon  all  drill¬ 
ing,  other  than  canvas  drilling, 
which  fhail  be  imported  into  this 
kingdom. 

3.  That  the  faid  duties  be  car¬ 
ried  to  the  finking  fund,  towards 
making  good  to  the  fame,  the  pay¬ 
ments  to  be  made  thereout,  of  the 
annuities  to  be  eftablifhed  in  re- 
fpeCt  of  the  fum  of  1,500,0001.  to 
be  raifed  in  purfuance  of  a  refo- 
lution  of  this  houfe,  on  the  16th 
of  April  lad. 

4.  That  an  aCl  made  in  the  7th 
of  Geo.  II.  chap.  18.  which  was 
to  continue  in  force  from  the  24th 
of  June,  1734,  for  feven  years, 
and  from  thence  to  the  end  of  the 
then  next  feffion  of  parliament, 
and  which,  by  feveral  fubfequent 
aCts  paffied  in  the  14th,  20th,  27th, 
and  33d  of  his  faid  late  majefty, 
was  further  continued,  from  the 
expiration  thereof,  until  the  29th 
of  September,  1767,  and  from 
thence  to  the  end  of  the  then  next 
feffion,  is  near  expiring,  and  fit  to 
be  continued. 

May  7. 

1.  That  there  be  laid  an  addi¬ 
tional  duty  of  one  half-penny  per 
ell,  upon  all  foreign  canvas,  pack¬ 
ing,  fprufe,  Elbing,  or  Quinfbo- 
rough,  imported  into  this  king¬ 
dom  . 

2.  That  there  be  laid  an  addi¬ 
tional  duty  of  id.  per  ell  on  all 
foreign  canvas,  Dutch  barrafs,  or 
HeiTens,  imported  into  this  king¬ 
dom. 

3.  That  all  foreign  lawns  im¬ 
ported  into  this  kingdom,  be  rated 
as  Silefia  lawns,  and  pay  accord- 
ingly. 


4,  That 
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4.  That  over  and  above  the  faid 
duty  an  additional  duty  of  3d.  per 
yard  be  laid  u 
lawns. 

5.  That  a  fum,  not  exceeding 
15,000  I.  per  annum  ariiing  from 
the  faid  duties,  do  remain  in  the 
receipt  of  the  exchequer,  as  a  fund 
for  the  encouragement  of  railing 
and  drelfing  hemp  and  flax  in  this 
kingdom,  in  fuch  way  and  manner 
as  parliament  fhall  hereafter  direfl, 
and  that  the  remainder  of  the  faid 
duties  be  referved  in  the  exchequer 
for  the  future  difpofition  of  parlia¬ 
ment. 

May  19. 

1.  That  there  be  granted  to  his 
majefty,  upon  the  poilage  and  con¬ 
veyance  of  letters  and  packets  be¬ 
tween  Great- Britain  and  theifle  of 
Man,  for  every  lingle  letter  2d. 
for  every  double  letter  qd,  for  eve¬ 
ry  treble  letter  6d.  and  for  every 
ounce  8d.  and  fo  in  proportion 
for  every  packet  of  deeds,  writs, 
and  other  things. 

2.  For  the  poflage  and  con¬ 
veyance  of  letters  and  packets, 
within  the  faid  ifland,  fuch  rates, 
in  proportion  to  the  number  of 
milea,  or  dages,  as  are  now  eda- 
bl i filed  for  the  ifland,  port,  or  con¬ 
veyance  of  letters  and  packets  in 
England. 

3.  That  the  monies  arifing  by 
the  faid  rates  be  appropriated  to 
fuch  ufes  as  the  prefent  rates  of 
poflage  are  now  made  applicable, 

June  2. 

1,  That  the  duties  upon  log¬ 
wood,  exported  from  this  king¬ 
dom,  be  difcontinued. 

2.  That  the  properties  of  any 
number  of  perfons  whatfoever,  in 
any  fliip  or  cargo,  or  both,  be  al¬ 
lowed  to  be  affured,  to  the  amount 
©f  any  fum,  not  exceeding  iooo  1. 

Vol.  X, 


pon  all  foreign 


by  a  policy  damped  with  one  5  s. 
damp  ;  and  to  the  amount  of  any 
larger  fum,  by  a  policy  damped 
with  two  fuch  damps. 

3.  That  the  allowance  autho¬ 
rized  to  be  made  by  an  act  paffed 
in  the  29th  of  his  late  majefty, 
upon  prompt  payment  of  the 
damp  duties  on  licences  for  re¬ 
tailing  beer,  ale,  and  other  excife- 
able  liquors,  be  reduced  to  the 
fame  rate  as  the  allowances  for 
prompt  payment  of  other  damp- 
duties. 

4  That  upon  the  exportation 
from  this  kingdom  of  coffee  and 
cocoa  nuts,  of  the  growth  or  pro¬ 
duce  of  the  Britifh  colonies,  or 
plantations  in  America,  as  mer¬ 
chandise,  a  drawback  be  allowed, 
of  the  duties  of  cudorhs,  payable 
upon  the  importation  thereof. 

5.  That  grey  or  fcrow  fait,  fait 
fcale,  fand  fcale,  cru dings,  or  other 
foul  fait,  be  allowed  to  be  taken 
from  the  fait- works  in  England, 
Wales,  or  Berwick  upon  Tweed, 
to  be  ufed  as  manure,  upon  pay¬ 
ment  of  a  duty  of  1  d.  per  bufhe! 
only. 

j 

6.  That  provlfion  be  made,  for 
declaring  that  ribbands  and  filks, 
printed,  ftained  or  painted,  in  .this 
kingdom,  though  lefs  than  half  a 
yard  in  breadth,  are  w  thin  the 
meaning  of  certain  adts  made  in 
the  10th  and  12th  of  queen  Anne, 
and  liable  to  the  duties  therein 
mentioned. 

7.  That  the  duties  payable  upon 
Succas  Liqnoritise,  imported  into 
this  kingdom,  be  repealed. 

8.  That  in  lieu  thereof,  a  duty 
of  30  s.  per  hundred  weight,  be  laid 
upon  Succns  Liquoritis  imported 
into  this  kingdom. 

9.  That  the  faid  duty  be  ap- 
propria^d  to  fuch  ufes,  as  the 

[P]  duty 
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duty  fo  to  be  repealed  was  made 
applicable. 

10.  That  a  fublidy  of  6d.  iri 
the  pound,  according  to  the  value 
fpecified  in  the  book  of  rates,,  re¬ 
ferred  to  by  an  aft  made  in  the 
1 2th  of  king  Charles  II.  belaid 
upon  the  exportation  from  this 
kingdom,  of  luch  rice  as  fhall  have 
been  imported  duty  free,  by  virtue 
of  an  aft  made  in  this  feffion  of  par¬ 
liament. 

11.  That  the  faid  duty  on  rice 
be  referved  in  the  exchequer  for 
the  difpofition  of  parliament. 

12.  That  the  drawbacks  pay¬ 
able  on  China  earthen-ware,  ex¬ 
ported  to  America,  be  difconti- 
nued. 

13.  That  a  duty  of  4  s.  8d.per 
hundred  weight,  avoirdupois,  be 
laid  upon  all  crown,  plate,  flint, 
and  white  glafs,  imported  into  the 
Britifh  colonies  and  plantations  in 
America. 

14.  That  a  duty  of  1  s.  2d.  per 

hundred  weight,  avoirdupois,  be 
laid  upon  all  green  glafs,  imported 
Into  the  faid  colonies  and  planta¬ 
tions.  / 

15.  That  fuch  duties  as  fhall  be 
equal  to  a  moiety  of  the  duties 
granted  by  two  ads  of  parliament, 
made  irr  the  10th  and  12th  of  her 
majefcy  queen  Anne,  and  now  pay¬ 
able  in  purfuance  thereof,  or  of 
any  fubfequent  a^t  of  parliament, 
upon  paper,  palle  boards,  mill- 
boards,  and  fcaleboards,  refpec- 
tively,  be  laid  upon  paper,  pafte- 
boards,  millboards,  and  fcaleboards 
imported  into  the  faid  colonies  and 
plantations. 

16.  That  va  duty  of  2  s.  per 
hundred  weight  avoirdupois,  be 
laid  upon  all  red  and  white  lead, 
and  painters  colours,  imported  in- 
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to  the  faid  colonies  and  planta¬ 
tions. 

1 7.  That  a  duty  of  3d.  per 
pound  weight,  avoirdupois,  be 
laid  upon  ail  tea,  imported  in¬ 
to  the  faid -colonies  and  plantati¬ 
ons. 

18.  That  the  faid  duties,  to  be 
raifed  in  the  faid  colonies  and 
plantations,  be  applied  in  making 
a  more  certain  and  adequate  pro- 
vifion  for  the  charge  of  the  ad- 
miniliration  ofjuftice,  and  thefup- 
port  of  civil  government,  in  fuch 
of  the  faid  colonies  and  planta¬ 
tions,  where  it  fhall  be  found  ne- 
ceffary,  and  that  the  relidue  of 
fuch  duties  be  paid  into  the  re¬ 
ceipt  of  his  majefty’s  exchequer, 
and  there  referved  to  be,  from 
time  to  time,  difpofed  of  by  par¬ 
liament,  towards  defraying  the  ne- 
cetlary  expends  of  defending,  pro¬ 
tecting,  and  fecuring  the  faid  co¬ 
elomes  and  plantations. 

19.  That,  upon  the  exporta¬ 
tion  of  teas  to  Ireland,  and  the 
Britifh  dominions  in  America,  a 
drawback  be  allowed,  for  a  time 
to  be  limited,  of  all  the  duties  of 
cuftoms,  which  fhall  have  been 
paid  thereupon;  and  that  fuch  in¬ 
demnification  be  made,  by  the 
Ealt  India  company,  to  the  pub¬ 
lic,  in  refpeft  of  fuch  drawback, 
as  is  mentioned  in  the  petition  of 
the  faid  company. 

20.  That  the  inland  duty  of  is. 
per  pound  weight,  upon  all  black 
and  finglo  teas  confumed  in  Great 
Britain,  be  taken  off,  for  a  time 
to  be  limited,  and  that  fuch  in¬ 
demnification  be  made,  by  the 
faid  company,  to  the  public,  in 
refp&ft  of  fuch  duty,  as  is  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  petition  of  the  faid 
company. 

9  J  u  n  S 


/ 


I 


f 


For  the  YEAR  1767. 


[227 


June  10. 

There  were  twenty  refolutions 
of  the  faid  committee  reported  and 
agreed  to  by  the  houi'e ;  by  the 
frit  of  which  all  duties  then  pay¬ 
able  to  his  majelly,  upon  goods 
imported  into,  or  exported  from 
the  Ifle  of  Man,  were  abolifhed  ; 
but  by  the  eighteen  next  follow¬ 
ing  refolutions,  a  great  variety  of 
new  duties  upon  fuch  goods  were 
impbfed,  which  I  do  not  think  it 
neceffary  to  tranfcribe,  as  fo  very 
few  people  in  this  kingdom  can 
now  have  any  trade  or  correfpon- 
dence  with  that  illand,  and  thofe 
that  have  mud:  provide  themfelves 
with  a  copy  of  the  aft  itfelf.  And 


By  the  refolution  of  November  27 
By  that  of  March  2  — 

By  the  fecond  of  March  9  — 

By  the  firft  of  April  16 

By  the  Sixth  of  ditto  — 

By  the  feventh  of  ditto  - - 

By  the  eighth  of  ditto  — 

By  the  ninth  of  ditto  — 

By  the  tenth  of  ditto  . - 

By  the  eleventh  of  ditto  — 

By  the  thirteeniluof  ditto  — 
By  the  fourteenth  of  ditto  — — 


as  to  the  20th  refolution  of  this 
day,  it  was  as  follows  : 

That  fuch  bounties  as  may  here¬ 
after  become  due  and  payable, 
under  the  feveral  afts  which  have 
been  made  for  the  encouragement 
of  the  Britifh  white-herring  hfhery, 
be  paid  by  the  receiver  general  of 
the  cuftoms,  in  that  part  of  Great 
Britain  called  Scotland,  out  of  any 
monies  remaining  in  his  Jiands. 

Thefe  were  all  the  refolutions  of 
the  committee  of  ways  and  means 
agreed  to  by  the  houfe,  and  with 
regard  to  the  fums  thereby  pro¬ 
vided  for,  and  which  can  now  be 
afeertained,  t 
lows : 


y  Hand 

as 

fol- 

/. 

/. 

d. 

700000 

0 

0 

1 528368 

1 1 

1 800000 

0 

0 

1500000 

0 

0 

469147 

14 

201012 i 

10 

3k 

35202 

9 

2 

26l 57I 

*3 

3i 

784+ 

17 

9 

I IOOCO 

0 

0 

1 50000 

0 

0 

181000 

0 

0 

Sum  total  of  fuch  provifions  as  can  now  be  afeertained  8753256  16  6 

#  *  \ 

Excefs  of  the  provifions  225528  15  1 


Thus  we  fee  that  the  fum  total 
even  of  thofe  provifions  made  by 
this  feffion,  whofe  produce  can  be 
afeertained,  or  nearly  afeertained, 
exceed  the  grants;  but  then  we 
are  to  confider,  that  no  money 
was  by  this  feifion  granted  for  the 
pay  and  cloathing  of  the  militia 
during  the  year  1767,  the  whole 
©f  that  expence  being  now  to  be 


taken  from  the  land-tax,  without 
granting  any  fum  of  money  for  re¬ 
placing  it,  as  was  done  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  feffion  ;  for  in  this  feffion 
the  committee  of  fupply  only  re- 
folved  by  the  refolution  of  the  25  th 
of  March,  that  proviiion  fhould  be 
made  for  the  militia,  but  did  not 
grant  any  particular  fum  for  that 
purpofe  ;  therefore  this  refolution 
[B]  2  was 
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was,  as  foon  agreed  to,  referred 
to  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  and  the  whole  of  the 
350000  1.  granted  by  the  preced¬ 
ing  feffion  for  the  militia,  was  in 
this  feffion  made  applicable  to  the 
fupply  of  1767,  by  the  faid  thir¬ 
teenth  refolution  of  that  committee 
agreed  to  on  the  1 6th  of  April ;  fo 
that  if  we  dedud  the  faid  150000I. 
together  with  the  ufual  deficiencies 
of  the  land  and  malt  taxes,  from 
this  excefs,  it  will  bring  the  excefs 
to  the  wrong  fide  of  this  account  ; 
confequently,  if  there  fhould  hap¬ 
pen  any  other  deficiency,  it  mud 
be  fupplied  by  the  produce  of  the 
new  taxes  impofe'd  by  this  feffion, 
or  by  a  new  grant  in  the  next ;  for 
by  the  faid  resolutions  of  April  the 
16th,  we  feem  to  have  fwept  the 
exchequer  fo  clean  as  to  have  left 
nothing  that  can  be  applied  by 
next  feffion  to  that  purpofe,  except 
the  cafual  produce  of  thefe  new 
taxes. 

However,  notwithstanding  the 
redudion  of  the  land-tax,  we  have 
in  this  feffion  made  a  good  be¬ 
ginning  towards  paying  off  the  na¬ 
tional  debt,  for  we  have  paid  off 
near  three  millions,  as  appears 
from  the  fecond,  fourth,  and  fifth 
fupply  refolutions  of  April  the 
13th,  and  have  for  that  purpofe 
borrowed  but  1 500000  i.  fo'that 
of  our  4I.  per  cent,  debts  we  have 
paid  clear  off  very  near  1  500000  1. 
and  have  reduced  another  1500000!. 
from  4I  to  3  1.  per  cent,  inte- 
reft.  And  if  the  land-tax  had 
in  this  feffion  been  continued  as 
formerly  at  4  s.  in  the  pound, 
we  fhould  have  been  able  to  have 
paid  clear  off  at  lead  two  millions 
of  our  4I.  per  cent,  debts,  and 
fhould  not  have  been  obliged  to 
have  borrowed  above  a  million, 
which  would  have  operated  much 
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more  powerfully  in  railing  the 
price  of  all  our  3  1.  per  cent, 
debts;  and  to  aim  as  much  as  pof- 
fible  at  this  we  are  bound  by  every¬ 
thing  that  can  be  dear  to  man¬ 
kind  ;  for  until  our  3  1.  per  cent, 
co/me  to  be  fold  at  par,  we  cannot 
vindicate  either  the  honour  or  in- 
tereftofour  country  with  fo  much 
fpirit  as  we  might  btherwile  do  ; 
therefore  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  in 
the  very  next  feffion  we  fhall  again 
refume  that  very  falutary  meafure 
of  continuing  the  land-tax  at  4  s. 
in  the  pound  ;  for  from  the  fup- 
plies  of  this  very  feffion  it  is  evi¬ 
dent,  that  the  neceffary  expence 
of  the  current  fervice  of  this  year 
amounts  to  3298171  1.  and  we  can¬ 
not  fuppofe'  that  the  expence  of 
the  current  fervice  in  any  future 
year*  even  in  time  of  peace,  will 
ever;  amount  to  lefs ;  confequent¬ 
ly,  as  we  have  now  no  free  re¬ 
venue  but  thedand  and  malt  taxes, 
if  the  former  be  continued  at  3  s. 
in  the  pound,  we  can  never  fpare 
above  a  million  a  year  from  the 
finking  fund,  for  the  payment  of 
our  debts,  and  a  million  a  year 
is  too  weak  a  power  for  railing- 
fuch  a  heavy  weight  as  that  of  our 
preTent  load  of  debts,  before  our 
being  involved  in  fome  new  and 
dangerous  war. 

It  may  be  faid,  that  feveral  new 
taxes  have  been  granted  in  this 
feffion,  which  will  add  to  the  an¬ 
nual  produce  of  the  public  re¬ 
venue,  and  thereby  enable  us  to 
pay  off  a  larger  fum  of  the  debt 
yearly,  without  encroaching  fur¬ 
ther  upon  our  finking  fund;  but 
when  we  come  to  conlidex  thofe 
taxes,  I  believe  it  may  be  Ihewn, 
that  few,  or  at  leafl:  not  many 
of  them,  can  properly  and  juftly 
be  faid  to  be  applicable  to  the 
current  fervice ;  that  fome  of  them 

will 
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will  rather  diminifh  than  increafe 
the  public  revenue,  and  as  to  o- 
thers,  though  they  may  add  a 
little  to  the  finking  fund  in  one 
way,  yet  they  will  probably  in 
another  way  diminifh  it  as  much, 
it  not  more  ;  efpecially  feme  of 
thofe  taxes  impofed  upon  our  peo¬ 
ple  in  North  America  ;  for  from 
experience  we  know  thatbefore  any 
of  the  late  taxes  were  impofed 
upon  them,  the  ballance  of  trade 
between  North  America  and  Great 
Britain  was  always  fo  much  againft 
them,  that  they  could  never  keep 
any  ready  money  amongft  them, 
but  were  obliged  to  fend  it  to 
Great  Britain  as  fad  as  they  could 
procure  it  by  their  trade  with  fo¬ 
reign  countries,  or  with  our  fugar 
iilands.  This  was  occafioned  by 
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their  having  aim  oil  all  their  ma~ 
nufaClures  and  all  their  u  tend  Is, 
as  well  the  coarfe  as  fine  fort  of 
every  kind,  from  Great  Britain  : 
Jf  we  by  taxes  increafe  their  ex¬ 
pence  of  living  in  their  own  coun¬ 
try,  how  (hall  they  fave  money 
to  purchafe  Jfrorn  us  thofe  manu¬ 
factures,  and  thofe  uteniils  ?  They 
mu  ft  make  a  fhift  with  thofe  of 
the  coarfeft  fort  :  In  the  mean  time 
they  certainly  will  encourage  the 
fetting  up  of  fuch  manufactures 
and  mechanical  trades  amongft 
themfclves,  and  for  that  purpofe 
will  give  encouragement  and  em¬ 
ployment  to  every  poor  manufac¬ 
turer  and  mechanic  who  tranf- 
plants  himfelf  from  this  to  that 
country. 


i 
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His  Majefly's  mofl  gracious  fpeech 
io  both  houj'es  of  parliament ,  on 
Hhurjday  the  2 d  day  of  July , 
1 767. 

My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 

H  E  advanced  feafon  of 
the  year,  joined  to  the  con¬ 
federation  of  the  inconvenience 
you  mull  all  have  felt  from  fo  long 
an  abfence  from  your  feveral  coun¬ 
ties,  calls  me  to  put  an  end 
to  the  prefen t  feflion  of  parlia¬ 
ment  ;  which  1  cannot  do,  with¬ 
out  returning  you  my  thanks  for 
your  diligent  application  to  the 
public  bufmefs,  and  the  proofs 
you  have  given  of  your  affeftion  for 
me  and  my  family,  and  for  my 
government;  and  although,  from 
the  nature  and  exteniivenefs  of  the 
feveral  objects  under  your  confide- 
ration,  it  could  not  be  expefted 
that  all  the  great  commercial  in- 
tereils  fhould  be  compleatly  ad¬ 
jured  and  regulated  in  the  courfe 
of  this  fefiion,  yet  I  am  perfuaded, 
that,  by  the  progrefs  you  have 
made,  a  folid  foundation  is  laid 
for  fecuring  the  moll;  confiderable 
and  effential  benefits  to  this  na¬ 
tion. 

As  no  material  alteration  has 
happened  in  the  ilate  of  foreign 
affairs  fince  your  fir  it  meeting,  I 
have  nothing  to  communicate  to 
you  on  that  fubjeft.  The  fixed 
objects  of  all  my  meafures  are, 
to  preferve  the  peace,  and,  at  the 
fame  time,  to  affert  and  maintain 
the  honour  of  my  crown,  and  the 
juit  rights  of  my  fubjects. 

Gentlemen  of  the  houfe  of 
Commons. 

I  thank  you  for  the  neceffary 
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fupplies  which  you  have  fo  chear- 
fully  granted  for  the  public  fer- 
vice  ;  and  my  particular  acknow¬ 
ledgments  are  due  to  you,  for  the 
provifipn  you  have  enabled  me  to 
make  for  the  more  honourable  fup- 
port  and  maintenance  of  my  fa¬ 
mily. 

My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 

The  great  attention  which  you 
have  fnewn  to  the  particular  pur- 
pofe,  for  which  I  called  you  fo 
early  together,  and  the  very  whole  - 
fome  laws  paffed  for  relieving  my 
fubjefts  from  the  immediate  dif- 
trefs  which  the  great  fcarcity  of 
corn  threatened  to  bring  upon 
them,  give  me  the  moll  fen  fib Je 
pleafure.  I  rely  upon  you  for  the 
exertion  of  your  utmoft  endeavours 
to  convince  my  people,  that  no 
care  has  been  wanting  to  procure 
for  them  every  relief  which  has 
been  pofiible  ;  and  that  their  grate¬ 
ful  fenfe  of  provifions  fo  wifely 
made  for  their  prefent  happinefs 
and  jailing  profperity  cannot  be  fo 
fully  expreffed,  as  by  a  Uriel  ob- 
fervance  of  that  order  and  regula¬ 
rity,  which  are  equally  neceffary 
to  the  fecurity  of  all  good  govern¬ 
ment,  as  well  as  to  their  real  wel¬ 
fare. 


His  Maje fly's  mo  ft  gracious  fpeech 
to  both  koufes  of  parliament ,  on 
Nuefday  the  i\th  of  November, 
1767  ;  voith  the  humble  addreffes 
of  both  houfes  upon  the  occafeon , 
and  his  Maje fly's  mofl  gracious 
anjhvcrs. 

My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 
Have  chofen  to  call  you  toge¬ 
ther  at  this  feafon  of  the  year, 

that 
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that  my  parliament  might  have  (and  I  have  no  other  to  afk  ofyou,) 
full  time  for  their  deliberations  renders  it  unnecedary  for  me  to 
upon  all  fucli  branches  of  the  pub-  add  any  exhortations  upon  this 
lie  fervice  as  may  require  their  head  ;  and  I  doubt  not,  but  the 
immediate  attention,  without  the  fame  public  considerations  will  in- 
necefiity  of  continuing  the  felTion  dtice  you  to  perfevere,  with  equal 
beyond  the  time  mod  fuitable  to  alacrity,  in  your  endeavours  to 
my  people  for  the  election  of  a  diminish  the  national  debt ;  while, 
new  parliament  :  and  I  doubt  not  on  my  part,  no  care  Shall  be  want- 
but  you  will  be  careful,  from  the  ing  to  contribute,  as  far  as  poSIi- 
fame  confiderations,  to  avoid,  in  ble,  to  the  attainment  of  that  moll 


your  proceedings,  all  unnecedary 
delay. 

Nothing  in  the  prefent  Situation 
of  affairs  abroad  gives  me  reafon 
to  apprehend,  that  you  will  be 
prevented,  by  any  interruption  of 
the  public  tranquillity,  from  fix¬ 
ing  your  whole  attention  upon 
fuch  points  as  concern  the  internal 
welfare  and  profperity  of  my  peo¬ 
ple. 

Among  thefe  objects  of  a  do- 
medic  nature,  none  can  demand 
a  more  fpeedy  or  more  ferious  at¬ 
tention,  than  what  regards  the 
high  price  of  corn,  which  neither 
the  falutary  laws  palfed  in  the  lad 
feffion  of  parliament,  nor  the  pro¬ 
duce  of  the  late  harveft,  have  yet 
been  able  fo  far  to  reduce,  as  to 
five  fufficient  relief  to  the  dif- 
treffes  of  the  poorer  fort  of  my 
people.  Your  late  refidence  in 
your  feveral  counties  mud  have 
enabled  you  to  judge,  whether 
any  farther  provisions  can  be  made, 
conducive  to  the  attainment  of  So 
defireable  an  end. 

Gentlemen  of  the  houfe  of 
Commons. 

J  will  order  the  proper  officers 
to  lay  before  you  the  edimates  for 
the  fervice  of  the  enfuing  year. 

The  experience  I  have  had  of 
your  con  dan  t  readinefs  to  grant 
me  all  fuch  fupplies  as  Should  be 
found  neceffary,  for  the  fecurity, 
jutered,  and  honour  of  the  nation. 


eSFential  objed,  by '  every  frugal 
application  of  fuch  fupplies,  as 
you  Shall  grant. 

My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 

The  neceflity  of  improving  the 
prefent  general  tranquillity  to  the 
great  purpofe  of  maintaining  the 
drength,  the  reputation,  and  the 
profperity  of  this  country,  ought 
to  be  ever  before  your  eyes.  To 
render  your  deliberations  for  that 
purpofe  fuccefsful,  endeavour  to 
cultivate  a  fpirit  of  harmony  a- 
mong  yourSelves.  My  concur¬ 
rence  in  whatever  will  promote 
the  happinefs  of  my  people,  you 
may  always  depend  upon  :  and  in 
that  light,  I  Shall  ever  be  defirous 
of  encouraging  union  among  all 
thofe,  who  wiSh  well  to  their  coun¬ 
try. 

The  addrefs  of  ths  houfe  of  Lords, 

Mod  gracious  Sovereign, 

'  E  your  Majedy’s  mod  du¬ 
tiful  and  loyal  fubjeds,  the 
Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal  in 
parliament  affembled,  return  your 
Majelty  our  humble  thanks  foryour 
mod  gracious  fpecch  from  the 
throne. 

We  acknowledge  with  grati¬ 
tude,  your  Majedy’s  tender  re¬ 
gard  and  concern  for  your  people, 
in  afifembling  the  parliament  at 
fuch  a  feafon,  as,  whild  it  pro¬ 
vides  for  the  convenience  of  your 
[P]  4  people. 
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people,  will  allow  fufficient  time 
for  our  deliberations  on  the  feveral 
branches  of  the  public  fervice  that 
may  require  our  immediate  at¬ 
tention  :  And  we  beg  leave  to 
affure  your  majefty,  that  it  fhall 
be  our  hearty  deli  re  to  forward- 
your  Majefty’s  moll  gracious  pur- 
pole,  by  avoiding  in  our  proceed¬ 
ings  all  unneceflary  delay. 

We  fmcerely  rejoice  in  the  prof- 
pedt  of  the  continuance  of  the  ge¬ 
neral^  tranquillity  ;  and  it  is  our 
Jirm  refolution  to  give,  at  a  time 
fo  favourable  for  fuch  con 15 dera¬ 
tions,  our  drifted  attention  to  all 
thofe  objedts  that  may  more  im¬ 
mediately  affedt  the  internal  wel¬ 
fare  and  happinefs  of  your  people. 

We  allure  your  Majefty,  that 
our  earned  endeavours  fhall  not  be 
wanting  for  the  relief  of  the  dif- 
treffes,  which  the  poor  labour  un¬ 
der  from  the  high  price  of  corn, 
if  any  farther  provisions  can  be 
made  conducive  to  fo  defireable  an 
end. 

Permit  us.  Sir,  to  congratulate 

O 

your  Majefty  on  the  fafe  delivery 
of  the  Queen,  and  the  birth  of  a 
Prince;  and  to  allure  your  Ma¬ 
jefty  of  our  unfeigned  joy  on  any 
increafe  of  your  domeftic  feli¬ 
city  ;  at  the  fame  time  that  we 
conlider  every  addition  to  your  il- 
luftrious  houfe  as  a  farther  fecu- 
rity  of  our  religious  and  civil  li¬ 
berties. 

We  beg  leave  to  condole  with 
your  Majefty  on  the  death  of  his 
Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of  York, 
and  to  teftify  our  fincere  concern 
for  the  lofs  of  a  Prince,  whole 
virtues  and  amiable  qualities,  as 
they  diftinguifhed  his  life,  will 
ever  be  held  in  the  mod  grate¬ 
ful  remembrance. 

Your  Majefty  may  be  allured, 
that  being  fully  fenhble  t>f  the  ne- 
10 


ceffity  of  improving  the  prefent 
tranquillity  to  thepurpofe  of  main¬ 
taining  the  ftrength,  the  reputa¬ 
tion,  and  profperity  of  this  coun¬ 
try,  we  will  chearfully  contribute, 
on  our  part,  to  the  fuccefs  of  luch 
meafures  as  fhall  be  thought  mod 
expedient  for  the  attainment  of 
that  great  end:  And  that,  with 
this  view,  we  fhall  endeavour  to 
cultivate  that  fpirit  of  h  ,rmony 
and  union,  which  your  Majefty,  in 
your  paternal  care  for  the  happi¬ 
nefs  of  your  people,  has  mod 
gracioufly  recommended  from  the 
throne;  and  on  which  the  fuccefs 
of  our  councils,  and  the  public 
welfare,  fo  effen dally  depend. 

His  Majefty’’ s  moftt  gracious  anftvuer. 

My  Lords, 

Your  readinefs  to  provide  for 
the  public  fervices  with  the  unani¬ 
mity  and  difpatch  fo  necelfary  at 
this  juncture,*  as  well  as  to  avail 
yourfelves  of  the  prefent  general 
tranquillity,  in  order  to  promote 
the  internal  profperity  of  my  peo¬ 
ple,  is  highly  agreeable  to  me  ; 
and  I  rely  upon  your  alfurances, 
that  you  will  ufe  your  endeavours 
to  relieve  the  diftrelfes  which  the 
poor  labour  under  from  the  high 
price  of  corn. 

I  thank  you  for  the  joy  you  ex¬ 
press  on  the  increafe  of  my  royal 
family ;  and  l  feel  for  the  part 
you  take  in  my  concern  for  the 
unexpected  lofs  of  my  late  brother 
the  Duke  of  York. 

The  addrefs  of  the  houfe  of  Commons. 

Mod  gracious  Sovereign, 

T  E  your  Majefty ’s  mod  du¬ 
tiful  and  loyal  fubjedts, 
the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  in 
parliament  alfembled,  return  your 
Majefty  our  humble  thanks  for 

your 
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your  mod  gracious  fpeech  from 
the  throne. 

We  beg  leave  mod  gratefully  to 
acknowledge  your  Majedy’s  good- 
nefs,  and  attention  to  the  conve¬ 
nience  of  your  people  in  calling 
your  parliament  together  at  this 
time  ;  and  to  allure  your  Majedy, 
that  we  will  endeavour  to  improve 
the  opportunity  which  the  prefent 
happy  date  of  peace  and  tran¬ 
quillity  affords,  by  exerting  our 
utmoil  abilities  in  the  profecution 
of  fuch  meafures  as  may  moil  ef¬ 
fectually  promote  the  public  wel¬ 
fare  and  prosperity. 

We  are  equally  fenfible  of  your 
Majedy’s  paternal  care,  in  he 
meafures  already  taken  by  your 
Majedy  to  alleviate  the  didrefles 
of  the  poor  ;  and  of  your  royal 
wifdom,  in  recommending  the 
fame  intereding  and  important 
objeCl  to  the  confideration  of  your 
parliament  ;  and  we  will  not  fail 
to  take  into  our  mod  attentive 
deliberation  all  fuch  meafures  as 
fhall  appear  conducive  to  the  ac- 
complifnment  of  that  great  and 
mod  defirable  end. 

It  is  with  unfeigned  joy  that 
we  prefume  to  offer  our  congratu¬ 
lations  to  your  Majpfty  on  the 
late  increafe  of  your  royal  fa¬ 
mily,  by  the  birth  of  a  Prince  ; 
and  to  aiTure  your  Majedy  that  we 
regard  as  an  addition  to  the  wel¬ 
fare  and  happinefs  of  this  nation, 
every  increafe  of  that  illudrious 
houfe,  under  vvhofe  mild  and  au- 
fpicious  government  our  religious 
and  civil  liberties  have  been  fo 
happily  maintained  and  protected. 

And  it  is  with  equal  grief  and 
anxiety  that  we  refleCt  on  the  late 
untimely  lofs  of  your  Mqedy’s 
royal  brother,  the  Duke  of  York  ; 
whofe  early  and  ready  zeal  in  his 
country’s  caufe  fhewed  him  worthy 
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of  !  he  here  c  race  he  fprang  from  ; 
and  vvhofe  amiable  virtues,  in  the 
more  private  feenes  of  life,  mud 
ever  make  his  memory  dear  to  all 
who  had  the  happinefs  of  ap¬ 
proaching  him. 

We  beg  leave  mod  humbly  to 
a  flu  re  your  Majedy,  that  this 
houfe  will,  with  a  zeal  and  ala¬ 
crity  becoming  the  reprefentatives 
of  an  affectionate  and  grateful 
people,  readily  grant  fuch  fup- 
plies  as  fliall  be  requifite  for  the 
fupport  of  your  Majedy ’s  govern¬ 
ment,  for  advancing  the  honour 
and  intered  of  this  country,  and 
effectually  providing  for  the  pub¬ 
lic  fafety. 

And  that  our  regard  to  your 
Majedy’s  recommendation,  as  well 
as  the  indifpen  able  duty  we  owe 
to  thofe  whom  we  reprefent,  will 
make  us  earnedly  attentive  to  the 
great  object  of  dimini  firing  the  na¬ 
tional  debt  ;  being  convinced  that 
nothing  canfo  effectually  tend  to  or 
add  real  luflre  and  dignity  to  your 
Majedy’s  government,  or  to  give 
folid  and  permanent  drength  to 
thef'e  kingdoms. 

With  thefe  views,  and  in  thefe 
fentiments,  we  will  endeavour, 
with  the  utmod  unanimity  and 
difpatch,  to  promote  the  public 
fervice,  and  to  deferve,  by  our 
flneere  and  unwearied  labours  for 
the  general  good,  that  confidence 
which  it  has  pieafed  your  Majedy 
to  repofe  in  us ;  not  doubting  of 
your  Majedy’s  gracious  difpofition 
to  confirm  and  perfect  what  our 
true  zeal  may  fugged,  for  the 
lading  advantage  and  happinefs 
of  your  people. 

His  Majefty"1 s  ?nofi  gracious  Anfwer? 

Gentlemen, 

I  return  you  my  very  fincers 
thanks  for  your  dutiful  and  loyal 

ad" 
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addrefs ;  the  part  you  take  in  the 
late  happy  event  in  my  family, 
completes  the  fatisfadtion  which  I 
receive  from  it  :  and  your  affec¬ 
tion  to  me  appears  equally  mani- 
feit  from  the  lhare  you  take  in  the 
melancholy  incident  which  we  all 
regret,  and  ferves  as  a  confolation 
to  me.  I  fee  with  pleasure  the 
continuance  of  that  zeal,  and  true 
public  fpirit,  which  I  have  long 
experienced  in  my  faithful  com¬ 
mons,  by  your  attention  to  the 
feveral  objects  recommended  to 
your  confideration,  and  particu¬ 
larly  to  the  means  of  providing 
again  it  a  fcarcity  of  corn,  and  for 
paying  the  public  debt.  You  may 
depend  upon  my  invariable  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  happinefs  and  profpe- 
ritv  of  my  kingdom, 

'The  humble  addrefs  to  his  Majefiy ,  of 
the  right  hon.  the  Lord  Mayer , 
Aldermen ,  and  Comma?] s  of  the  city 
of  London ,  in  Commpn  Council  af- 
fembled ,  prej ~ente d  the  II  ih  of  No¬ 
vember,  1767,  on  the  happy,  occa- 
fion  of  the  birth  of  a  Prince  ;  to¬ 
gether  <with  their  condolence  on  the 
death  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  the 
Duke  of  2  or k  ;  and  his  Majefy's 
tno ft  gracious  anfwer. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Majefiy, 

E  your  Majefiy’s  moil 
dutiful  and  loyal  fubjedls, 
the  Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and 
Commons,  of  the  city  of  London, 
in  Common  Council  affembled, 
happy  in  every  occafion  of  ap¬ 
proaching  your  royal  prefence  with 
our  molt  dutiful  congratulations, 
beg  leave  to  exprefs  bur  unfeign¬ 
ed  joy  on  the  fate  delivery  of  that 
molt  excellent  princefs  the  Queen, 
and  the  further  encreafe  of  your 
royal  family  by  the  birth  of  an¬ 
other  Prince. 

We  cannot  but  feel  ourfelves 
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deeply  interefied  in  every  event 
which  affedts  the  illufirious  houfe 
of  Hanover,  under  whofe  mild 
government  the  Britifh  fubjedts 
have,  for  more  than  half  a  cen¬ 
tury,  been  bleffed  with  a  full  en¬ 
joyment  of  their  civil  and  religious 
rights,  and  a  feries  of  happinefs 
unknown  to  the  fame  extent  in  any 
former  period. 

Permit  us,  therefore,  royal  fir, 
at  the  fame  time,  humbly  to  of¬ 
fer  our  fincere  condolence  on  the 
much  lamented  death  of  your  Ma° 
jelly’s  royal  brother  the  Duke  of 
York,  whofe  many  eminent  and 
princely  virtues  have  moll  jullly 
endeared  his  memory  to  all  your 
Majefty’s  loyal  fubjedls,  and  make 
the  private  lofs  of  theroyal  family, 
a  public  misfortune. 

May  the  Divine  Providence 
long  preferve  your  Majefiy;  and 
may  there  never  be  wanting  one 
of  your  Majelly’s  royal  defendants 
to  bq  the  guardian  of  our  moft 
happy  confiitution, 

LI  is  Majefiy  L  moft  gracious  anfwer . 

I  thank  you  for  this  loyal  ad* 
drefs,  and  for  the  fatisfaclion  you 
exprefs  in  the  encreafe  of  my  fa¬ 
mily  :  thofe  exprefiions  of  your 
zealous  attachment  cannot  but  be 
agreeable  to  me.  The  religion 
and  liberties  of  my  people  always 
have  been,  and  ever  fhall  be,  the 
conftant  objects  of  my  care  and  at¬ 
tention  ;  and  I  fhall  elteem  it  one 
of  my  firfi  duties  to  inflil  the  fame 
principles  into  thofe  who  may  fuc- 
ceed  me. 

1  regard  your  condo  /enefe  on  the 
melancholy  event  of  the  Duke  of 
Y ork’s  death  ,  as  an  additional  proof 
of  your  attachment  to  me  and  my 
family  ;  and  I  take  this  firft  op¬ 
portunity  of  exprelfmg  my  thanks 
fo;;  it. 
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fits  Excellency  Georye  Lord  Vifcount 
TovjnJhend,  Lord  Lieutenant  Ge¬ 
neral,  and  General  Governor  of 
'  Ireland ,  bis  fpeech  to  both  houfes 
of  parliament  at  Dublin,  on  Tuef- 
day  the  20 th  day  of  0 Bober ,  1767  ; 
*with  their  addrejfes  on  the  occa- 
fon,  &c. 

My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 

T  is  with  great  fatisfadtion, 
that,  in  obedience  to  his  Ma- 
jeky's  commands,  I  now  meet  you 
here  in  parliament,  being  confi¬ 
dent  that  the  end  of  all  your  con¬ 
futations  will  be  to  fupport  the 
honour  of  the  crown  and  the  juft 
rights  and  liberties  of  the  people. 

As  nothing  can  be  more  con¬ 
ducive  to  thefe  great  ends,  than 
the  independency  and  uprightnefs 
of  the  judges  of  the  land,  in  the 
impartial  adminikration  of  juliice  ; 

I  have  it  in  charge  from  his  Ma- 
Jefhy ,  to  recommend  this  intereft- 
ing  object  to  parliament,  that  fuch 
provifion  may  be  made  for  fecuring 
the  judges  in  the  enjoyment  of 
their  offices  and  appointments, 
during  their  good  behaviour,  as 
ffiall  be  thought  moll  expedient. 

I  ffiall  be  happy  to  co-operate 
with  you  in  this  great  work  fo 
gracioufly  recommended  by  the 
King,  and  in  whatever  may  tend 
to  the  effectual  and  expeditious 
dillribution  of  juliice  throughout 
every  part  of  this  fiouriffiing  coun¬ 
try,  whofe  conilitution  and  belt 
fecurity  is  a  government  by  law. 

Deeply  interelted  as  we  are  in 
the  domeltic  happinefsof  our  molt 
amiable  Sovereign,  you  cannot  but 
reflect  with  pleafure  on  the  encreafe 
of  his  Majeky’s  family  by  the 
birth  of  a  Princefs  Royal  ;  and 
affedtionately  attached  as  we  mult 
be  to  every  branch  of  that  illul- 
trious  houfe,  I  am  perfuaded  you 


feel  moll  fenfibly  the  affiedting 
event  of  the  death  of  his  Royal 
Highnefs  the  Duke  of  York,  whofe 
many  and  eminent  virtues  had 
jultly  endeared  him  to  his  majelty 
and  all  his  fubjedts. 

Gentlemen  of  the  houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons, 

I  have  ordered  the  proper  offi¬ 
cers  to  prepare  and  lay  before  you 
the  neceffary  ekimates,  and  have 
no  pther  fupplies  to  alk  but  fuch 
as  have  been  ufually  given  :  trail¬ 
ing,  at  the  fgme  time,  to  your 
wifdom  and  zeal,  to  make  further 
provifions,  if  the  neceffary  fupport 
of  government  and  the  fafety  of  this 
country  ffiall  require  it. 

My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 

The  protellant  charter- fchools 
have,  from  their  firft  inftitution, 
met  with  the  conftant  affikance  and 
protection  of  parliament ;  the  fame 
difpofition,  I  am  perfuaded,  will 
kill  continue,  as  they  are  the  great 
fourcesof  indukry,  virtue,  and  true 
religion. 

The  linen  manufadture  calls 
likewife  for  your  utmok  attention, 
and  it  would  be  a  pleafing  circum- 
kance  to  me,  if  during  my  admi- 
nikration,  I  could  fee  foreigners 
entirely  prevented  from  interfering 
in  any  article  of  this  important 
confumption. 

You  may  depend  upon  his  Ma- 
jeky’s  gracious  difpofition  to  con- 
fent  to  all  fuch  laws  as  ffiall  be 
for  the  welfare  and  true  interek  of 
this  kingdom. 

On  my  own  part,  you  may  be 
affured,that  I  will,  with  the  utmok 
fatisfadlion,  concur  with  you  in 
every  thing  that  may  promote  the 
public  good  ;  and  upon  all  occa- 
fions  contribute  my  bek  endea¬ 
vours  for  advancing  the  happinefs 
and  profperity  of  Ireland. 

The 
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*Ths  humble  addrefs  of  the  houfe  of 
Lords  to  his  Mfefty. 

Moft  gracious  Sovereign, 

WE  yourMajefty’s  moft  duti¬ 
ful  and  loyal  fubjefts,  the 
Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal  in 
parliament  afl'embled,  do  embrace 
this  earlieft  opportunity  of  tefti- 
fying  our  warm  and  unalterable 
zeal  for  your  Majefty  vs  facred  per- 
fon,  family,  and  government. 

Attached  by  the  double  tie  of 
duty  and  affection,  aftuated  by  the 
moft  juft  confidence,  founded  on  an 
uninterrupted  experience  of  your 
favourable  intentions  towards  this 
your  loyal  kingdom,  we  fhall  make 
it  the  conftant  objeft  of  our  endea¬ 
vours  to  fupport  the  honour  of 
the  crown,  and  the  juft  rights  and 
liberties  of  the  people. 

Permit  us,  royal  Sir,  to  allure 
you,  that  our  minds  are  fo  filled 
with  gratitude  at  this  late  inftance 
of  your  gracious  protection,  in 
recommending  to  parliament  that 
finch  a  provifion  may  be  made  for 
fiecuring  the  judges  of  the  land  in 
the  enjoyment  of  their  offices  and 
appointments,  during  their  good 
behaviour,  as  may  be  found  expe¬ 
dient,  that  we  want  words  to  ex- 
prefs  our  fentiments  on  this  fubjeft, 
being  fully  convinced  that  inde¬ 
pendence  is  the  balls  of  impar¬ 
tiality,  and  that  whatever  may 
tend  to  the  effectual  and  expedi¬ 
tious  diftribution  of  juftice,  and  a 
government  by  law,  are  the  beft 
fecuritiesof  our  moft  valuable  con¬ 
futation. 

Interefted  as  we  are  in  the 
extenfion  of  your  royal  hcufe,  we 
cannot  fail  of  con fi dering  every 
increafe  of  your  family  a  valuable 
acquiiition  to  the  ftate,  whilft  we 
feel  a  filial  fatisfaftion  at  every 
event  which  adds  to  the  domeftic 


comfort  of  our  amiable  Sovereign, 
and  his  royal  confort. 

judge  then,  royal  Sir,  how 
fincere  and  dear  is  our  concern  at 
the  death  of  his  Royal  Highnefs 
the  Duke  of  York,  whole  many 
and  eminent  virtues,  the  early 
pledges  of  every  great  and  glo¬ 
rious  aft,  juftly  endeared  him  to 
your  Majefty  and  all  your  fub- 
jefts. 

We  beg  leave  to  acknowledge 
your  Majefty’s  goodnels,  in  fend¬ 
ing  us  a  chief  governor  in  every 
refpeft  fo  well  qualified  to  repre- 
fent  your  Majefty. 

Permit  us  alfo  to  allure  your 
Majefty,  that  the  Proteftant  charter 
fchools,  the  great  fource  of  in- 
duftry,  virtue,  and  true  religion, 
fhall  have  our  utmoft  aftiftance  and 
protection. 

And  that  the  linen  manufac¬ 
ture,  eftential  in  its  every  branch 
and  modification  to  the  well-being 
of  this  kingdom,  fhall  employ  our 
unwearied  vigilance  that  foreigners 
be  precluded  from  participating 
in  the  emoluments  arifing  from  the 
confumption  of  that  important 
commodity. 

And  we  {ball  make  it  our  ftudy 
to  model  all  fuch  laws  as  fhall 
appear  to  us  to  be  conducive  to 
the  welfare  of  this  kingdom,  in 
fuch  a  manner  as  to  render  them 
deferving  of  the  fanftion  of  your 
Majefty’s  approbation. 

The  humble  addrefs  cf  the  houfe  of 
Commons  to  his  Majefty. 

Moft  gracious  Sovereign. 

E  your  Majefty’s  moft  du¬ 
tiful  and  loyal  fubjefts,  the 
Commons  of  Ireland  in  parlia¬ 
ment  aftembled,  beg  leave  to  a  fi¬ 
fe  re  your  Majefty  of  our  firm  and 
inviolable  attachment  to  your  Ma¬ 
jefty’s 
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jetty’s  facred  perfon,  royal  family, 
and  government  ;  and  to  return 
your  Majefty  our  moll  unfeigned 
thanks  for  the  confidence  which 
your  Majetty  has  been  gracioufly 
pleafed  to  repofe  in  us  ;  the  con¬ 
tinuance  of  which  we  final  I  endea¬ 
vour  to  deferve,  by  taking  every 
meafure,  to  the  utmoft  of  our  abi¬ 
lities,  that  may  tend  to  fupport 
the  honour  of  the  crown,  and 
the  jutt  rights  and  liberties  of  the 
people. 

We  are  perfectly  fenfible  the 
abilities,  uprightnefs,  and  inde¬ 
pendency  of  the  judges  of  the  land 
are  conducive  to  thole  great  ends  ; 
and  filled  with  the  warmeft  fenfe  of 
your  Majefty’s  paternal  attention 
to  the  happinefs  of  your  faithful 
fubje&s  of  this  kingdom,  we  (hall 
moft  chearfully  and  gratefully 
concur  in  the  important  meafure, 
fo  gracioufly  recommended  to  us 
by  your  Majefty,  for  lecuring  the 
judges  in  the  enjoyment  of  their 
ofiices  and  appointments  during 
their  good  behaviour. 

We  are  perfectly  fatisfied  the 
part  that  nobleman  will  take,  to 
whom  your  Majefty  has  been  pleai- 
ed  to  commit  the  government  of 
this  kingdom,  cannot  fail  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  important  work  recom¬ 
mended  by  your  Majefty,  as  well  as 
whatever  elfe  may  tend  to  the  ef¬ 
fectual  and  expeditious  execution 
of  the  laws,  fo  effential  to  the 
happinefs  of  this  kingdom,  whofe 
constitution  and  fecurity,  we  are 
fully  fenfible,  is  a  government  by 
law. 

Permit  us  to  congratulate  your 
Majefty  upon  the  further  addi¬ 
tion  to  your  illuftrious  houfe,  by 
the  birth  of  a  Princefs  Royal ;  an 
event  which  muft  give  the  higheft 
fatisfadion  to  a  people  fo  deeply 
interefted  in  the  happinefs  of  fo 


[437 

excellent  a  fovereign,  adorned  with 
every  virtue  that  conftitutes  the 
great  king,  and  the  amiable  father 
of  a  family. 

Our  condolence  for  the  me¬ 
lancholy  event,  fo  recent  and  af¬ 
fecting,  we  know  not  how  to  offer 
to  your  Majefty  ;  unwilling  to  re¬ 
new  your  Majefty’s  fraternal  grief, 
we  (hall  forbear  to  exprefs  our 
feelings  for  the  lofs  of  fo  amiable 
a  Prince,  whofe  eminent  virtues 
had  juilly  endeared  him  to  your 
Majefty  and  all  your  fubjeCts. 

We  have  ever  efteemed  the 
Proteftant  charter  fchools  as  great 
forrces  of  induftry,  virtue,  and 
true  religion,  and  final  1  be  ever 
ready  to  grant  them  fuch  afliftance 
and  protection,  as  muft  be  found 
neceffary  for  their  proper  fupport 
and  advancement.  And  we  fhall, 
with  the  utmoft  afliduity,  en¬ 
deavour  to  put  an  effectual  ftop  to 
every  inconvenience  that  has  hi¬ 
therto  impeded  the  improvement 
of  that  moft  important  branch  of 
our  trade,  the  linen  manufacture; 
and  fhall  be  happy  to  fee  foreigners 
entirely  prevented  from  interfering 
in  any  article  of  it. 

The  great  afxeCtion  which  your 
loyal  and  faithful  Commons  of 
Ireland  have  ever  teftified  for 
your  facred  perfon,  and  the  fuc- 
ceffion  in  your  illuftrious  houfe, 
will  always  induce  them,  to  the 
utmoft  of  their  abilities,  to  grant 
fuch  fupplies  as  may  be  neCeifary 
for  the  fupport  of  your  Majefty’s 
government,  and  the  fafety  of  this 
kingdom. 

Your  Majefty’s  gracious  difpo- 
fition  to  confent  to  all  fuch  laws 
as  may  be  falutary  for  the  welfare 
and  true  intereft  of  this  kingdom, 
calls  for  our  warmeft  acknow¬ 
ledgments. 

We  beg  leave  humbly  to  afture 

your 
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your  Majefty^  that  we  confider  it 
as  a  particular  inftance  of  your 
Majefty’s  great  attention  to  the 
welfare  of  this  kingdom,  that  you 
have  been  gracioufly  pleafed  to  ap¬ 
point  a  chief  governor,  whofe  ex¬ 
perienced  abilities,  as  well  in  the 
cabinet  as  in  the  field,  o-ive  us  the 
higheft  expectations,  that  his  Ex¬ 
cellency  will,  in  every  circum- 
ftance,  fupport  the  honour  of  the 
crown,  and  the  juft  rights  and 
liberties  of  your  Majefty’s  fnoft 
faithful  fubjeCts  of  Ireland. ” 

His  Mcjefy’’  s  mofi  gracious  anjhver. 

His  Majefty  thanks  the  houfe 
of  Commons  for  their  loyal  and 
affectionate  addrefs,  expreftive  of 
that  attachment  to  his  perfon  and 
family,  of  which  his  faithfulpeople 
oflreland  have,  at  all  times,  given 
the  moft  undoubted  proofs. 

His  Majefty,  ever  defirous  of 
fupporting  the  rights  and  liberties 
of  his  people,  equally  with  the 
honour  of  his  crown,  will  receive 
with  pleafure  whatever  fhall  be 
offered  to  him,  which  fhall  tend 
to  promote  the  impartial  admi- 
niftration  of  juftice,  to  enforce  the 
execution  of  the  laws,  and  to 
ftrengthen  the  prefent  happy  con- 
ftitution  ;  and  does  not  doubt  that 
his  faithful  Commons,  on  their 
part,  will  be  ready  to  grant,  with 
cheerfulnefs  and  unanimity,  fuch 
fupplies  as  fhall  be  afked  of  them, 
according  to  their  abilities,  which 
he  will  always  attend  to,  for  the 
fupport  of  his  government,  and  the 
preservation  of  the  public  fafety. 

Every  poflible  improvement  of 
the  linen  manufacture  of  Ireland, 
will  be  fure  to  meet  with  his  Ma¬ 
jefty’s  countenance  and  fupport. 

His  Majefty  receives,  with  great 
fatisfaCtion,  their  congratulations 
on  the  encreafe  of  his  family,  and 
is  fenfible  of  the  tender  concern 


they  exprefs  for  the  lofs  of  his  late 
royal  brother  the  Duke  of  York. 


Ehe  humble  addrefs  of  the  hovfe  of 
Lords  to  his  Excellency, 

WE  his  Majefty’s  moft  duti¬ 
ful  and  loyal  fubjeCts,  the 
Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal  in 
parliament  affembled,  beg  leave  to 
return  your  Excellency  our  hearty 
thanks  for  your  moft  excellent 
Speech  from  the  throne. 

We  fhall  endeavour,  in  all  our 
proceedings,  to  confirm  the  fa¬ 
vourable  opinion  your  Excellency 
is  pleafed  to  entertain  of  us,  and. 
to  convince  youi*  Excellency,  that 
the  fupport  of  the  honour  of  the 
crown,  and  the  juft  rights  and 
liberties  of  the  fubjeCts,  are  the 
great  objeCts  of  our  deliberations* 
His  Majefty’s  paternal  care  of 
us  in  providing  for  the  impartial 
adminiftration  of  juftice,  by  fe- 
curing  to  the  judges  the  enjoy-' 
ment  of  their  offices  and  appoint¬ 
ments  duringtheir  good  behaviour, 
is  fully  proved,  by  his  being  gra¬ 
cioufly  pleafed  to  recommend  to 
us  the  framing  fuch  laws  as  may 
tend  to  that  falutary  purpofe :  And 
we  have  an  entire  reliance  on  your 
Excellency’s  affiurance,  that  you 
will  co-operate  with  us  in  fuch 
laws  as  may  beft  promote  the  ef¬ 
fectual  and  expeditious  diftribution 
of  juftice  :  thofe  great  objeCts  of  all 
weli-conftitu  ted  governments,  and 
on  which  the  happinefsand  profpe- 
rity  of  fociety  fo  greatly  depend. 

We  fhall  always  moft  fenftbly 
feel  whatever  may  contribute  to 
the  domeftic  happinefs  of  our  moft 
amiable  Sovereign,  and  his  illuftri- 
ous  confort ;  and  we  therefore  re¬ 
flect,  with  the  utmoft  pleafure,  on 
the  increafe  of  his  Majefty’s  family, 
by  the  birth  of  a  Princefs  Royal. 

Sen- 


For  th£  Y 

Sensible  of  thofe  imprefiions  of 
humanity  and  tendernefs,  which 
mull  affedt  his  Majefty  on  the  re¬ 
cent  and  melancholy  event  of  the 
death  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  the 
Duke  of  York,  we  beg  leave  to  af- 
fureyour Excellency  itadds  greatly 
to  that  concern  which  we  (hall  al¬ 
ways  feel  on  any  diminution  of 
his  illufcrious  family  ;  but  which 
muft  moft  fenfibly  affedt  us,  when 
we  recoiled  that  his  Royal  High- 
nefs’s  many  eminent  virtues  had 
fo  juftly  endeared  him  to  his  Ma¬ 
jefty  and  all  his  fubjeds. 

Your  Excellency’s  warm  recom¬ 
mendation  of  the  fupport  of  our 
Proteftant  charter  fchools,  and 
ypur  attention  to  whatever  may 
contribute  to  the  encouragement 
and  extenfion  of  our  linen  manu- 
fadure,  fully  convince  us,  that 
with  the  government  of  Ireland 
your  Excellency  has  adopted  the 
true  and  real  intereft  of  it ;  and  we 
efteem  it  a  particular  inllance  of 
his  Majefty’s  goodnefs  to  us,  that 
he  has'  intruded  the  government  of 
this  kingdom  to  your  Excellency, 
who  is  defcended  from  a  nobleman 
who  fo  eminently  fupported  the 
intereft  of  his  illuftrious  houfe,  on 
which  our  happinefs  entirely  de¬ 
pends,  and  who  has  himfelf  (o 
greatly  contributed  to  the  exten- 
(ion  of  his  Majefty’s  dominions  in 
America. 

Convinced  by  the  experience  of 
his  Majefty’s  goodnefs  to  us,  we 
entirely  depend  on  his  gracious 
difpofition  to  confent  to  all  fuch 
laws  as  (hall  be  for  the  welfare  and 
true  intereft  of  his  kingdom  ;  and 
fully  affured,  that  your  Excellency 
will  concur  with  us  in  every  thing 
that  may  promote  the  public  good 
and  our  happinefs  and  profperity, 
we,  on  our  parts,  think  it  our  duty 


EAR  1767*  [239 

to  allure  your  Excellency,  that  we 
(hall  ufe  our  beft  endeavours  to 
render  your  Excellency’s  ad  mini  f- 
tration  eafy  and  honourable. 

His  Excellency'’ s  anfwer. 

I  return  my  thanks  to  your 
Lordlhips  for  this  affectionate  ad- 
drefs,  and  for  the  very  obliging 
manner  in  which  you  exprefs  your 
go6d  opinion  of  me  :  I  will  always 
endeavour  to  preferve  it,  by  mak¬ 
ing  his  Majefty’s  fervice,  and  the 
intereft  of  this  kingdom,  the  ob~ 
je£ts  of  my  utmoft  care  and  at¬ 
tention. 


'The  humble  addrefs  of  the  houfe  of 
Commons  to  his  Excellency . 

May  it  pleafe  your  Excellency. 

E  his  majefty’s  moft  duti¬ 
ful  and  loyal  fubje&s,  the 
Commons  of  Ireland  in  parliament 
affembled,  beg  leave  to  attend  your 
Excellencv  with  our  fincere  thanks 

J 

for  your  moft  excellent  fpeech  from 
the  throne,  and  to  exprefs  our 
fatisfattion  in  his  Majefty’s  affec¬ 
tionate  regard  for  the  profperity  of 
this  kingdom,  fo  warmly  (hewn  by 
the  appointment  of  a  chief  gover¬ 
nor,  who  defcended  from  anceftors 
diftinguifhed  by  their  inviolable 
attachment  to  the  caufe  of  liberty, 
and  the  great  fupport  of  it,  the 
fucceftion  in  the  illuftrious  houfe  of 
Hanover,  inherits  the  fame  prin¬ 
ciples,  and  fteadily  adheres  to  the 
fame  fentiments. 

When  we  refleft  on  the  import¬ 
ant  fervices  and  great  military  ex¬ 
perience  of  your  Excellency  for 
many  years  in  different  parts  of 
the  globe,  and  on  your  happy  fuc 
cefs  in  railing  the  fame  and  ex¬ 
tending  the  dominions  of  Creat 
Britain ;  when  we  now  fee  tne 
(word  of  juftice  entrufted  to  the 

fame 
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fame  perfon,  who  has  condantly 
ufed  the  fword  of  war  for  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  his  fovereign  and  the  glory 
of  his  country,  we  mud  look  up 
to  your  Excellency  with  the  high- 
ed  expectation  and  confidence. 
And  when  we  recoiled:  the  con- 
iiderable  (hare,  which  you  have 
taken  in  planning  and  carrying 
Into  execution  in  England,  an  ef- 
fedual  national  militia,  we  can¬ 
not  but  acknowledge  that  the  civil 
power  could  not  be  more  fafely  or 
ufefully  delegated,  than  to  your 
Excellency. 

j 

Happy  in  uniting  a  paflion  for 
glory  with  a  love  for  the  lav/s,  and 
zeai  for  the  fecurity  of  the  con- 
ditu  ion,  your  Excellency  has 
given  us  a  mod  favourable  prefage 
of  your  future  adminidration,  by 
your  early  attention  to  the  impar¬ 
tial  didribution  of  juftice  :  and  we 
fee  with  joy  and  veneration  the 
warm  regard  and  conce  n  which 
animate  his  Majedy’s  royal  breafi, 
for  the  fecurity  of  the  rights  and 
liberties  of  his  faithful  fubjeds  of 
Ireland,  in  his  Majedy’s  gracious 
recommendation  to  us  to  make  a 
proper  provifion  for  fecuring  the 
judges  in  the  enjoyment  of  their 
offices  and  appointments  during 
their  good  behaviour  ;  a  w'ork 
which  we  (hall  proceed  upon  with 
the  mod  grateful  fenfe  of  his  Ma- 
jedy’s  paternal  affedion  for  our 
welfare,  as  a  fecurity  long  and 
ardently  wilhed  for  in  this  king¬ 
dom,  to  the  religion,  the  laws, 
the  liberties  and  properties  of  the 
fubjed  ;  the  accomplifhment  of 
which  will  be  a  drongmark  of  his 
Majefty’sjud  confidence  in  us,  and 
will  remain  an  honourable  memo¬ 
rial  of  your  Excellency’s  admini- 
dration. 

-We  (hall  ch  ear  fully  concur  in 
granting  fuch  fupplies,  as  the  ne- 


cedary  fupport  of  government, 
and  fafety  of  this  kingdom,  (hall 
require. 

The  Protedant  charter  fchools 
well  deferve  our  con dan t  affi dance, 
as  grqat  fources  of  indudry,  vir¬ 
tue,  and  true  religion  ;  and  we 
fh all  edeem  ourfelves  peculiarly 
happy  in  didinguifhing  your  Ex¬ 
cel  len  cyVad  mini  ((ration  by  fo  lin¬ 
gular  a  benefit  to  the  linen  ma- 
nufadure  of  this  kinp-dom,  as  the 

•  O  * 

prevention  of  foreigners  from  in¬ 
terfering  in  ar  y  article  of  that  im¬ 
portant  branch  of  our  trade. 

But  mod  particularly  ,we  beg 
leave  to  make  our  mod  (incere  ac¬ 
knowledgments  for  your  Excellen¬ 
cy’s  declarations  of  his  Majedy’s 
gracious  difpofition  to  confent  to 
all  fuch  laws  as  fhall  be  for  the 
welfare  and  true  intered  of  Ire¬ 
land,  and  of  your  own  warm  wifhes 
to  concur  in  every  thing  that  may 
promote  the  public  good. 

Fully  confident  from  thefe  af- 
furances,  that  this  nation  will, 
under  your  Excellency’s  govern¬ 
ment-,  be  made  happy  in  the  ac- 
qu'fition  of  every  law,  which  can 
promote  the  honour  of  the  crown, 
and  advance  the  happinefs  and 
profperity  of  the  people  of  Ire¬ 
land  ;  we,  on  our  parts,  (hall 
make  it  our  dudy  to  contribute 
every  thing  in  our  power  to  the 
eafe,  the  honour,  and  the  dignity 
of  your  Excellency’s  adminidra- 
tion. 

His  Excellency* s  anf-ojer. 

I  am  extremely  obliged  to  the. 
houfe  of  Commons  for  the  very  fa¬ 
vourable  opinion  which  they  en¬ 
tertain  of  me.  I  will  endeavour 
to  merit  the  continuance  of  it  by 
exerting  my  utmod  endeavours 
to  prqmote  the  fervice  of  the 
crown,  and  the  true  intered  of 
this  kingdom. 


C  H  A- 


For  the  YEAR  iy6y» 
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CHARACTERS. 


General  Character  of  the  Welfh%  as 
it  was  in  the  time  of  Henry  the 
Second  ;  taken  from  Lord  LytteL 
ton’s  Hifory  of  that  Prince ,  and 
by  him  principally  extracted  from 
the  writings  of  Giraldus  Cam- 
brenfs ,  a  celebrated  contemporary 
Hiforian. 

t 

HE  tells  us,  that  not  only  the 
nobility  and  gentry,  but  the 
whole  people  of  Wales,  were  uni- 
verfally  addided  to  arms ;  that 
they  gave  no  attention  to  com¬ 
merce,  navigation,  or  mechanical 
arts,  and  but  little  to  agriculture  ; 
depending  for  fuftenance  chiefly 
on  their  cattle  ;  and  difliking,  or 
rather  difdaining,  any  labour,  ex¬ 
cept  the  toils  of  war  and  hunting, 
in  which  from  their  infancy  they 
trained  themfelves  up  with  un¬ 
wearied  alacrity  ;  military  exer- 
cifes,  or  the  fevereft  fatigues  in  the 
woods  and  mountains,  being  their 
conftant  diverflons  in  time  of  peace. 
Their  bodies  were  naturally  not 
robuft ;  but,  by  this  manner  of 
life,  they  became  exceedingly  ac¬ 
tive,  hardy,  and  dextrous  in  the 
ufe  of  their  arms,  and  ever  ready 
to  take  them  up  when  occafion 
required  it.  To  light  for  their 
country,  and  lofe  their  lives  in 
defence  of  its  honour  and  liberty, 
was  their  chief  pride:  but  to  die 
in  their  beds  they  thought  dif- 
graceful. 

Vol.  X. 


A  very  honourable  teftimony  was 
given  to  their  valour  by  King  Hen¬ 
ry  the  Second,  in  a  letter  to  the 
Greek  Emperor,  Emanuel  Com- 
nenus.  This  prince  having  de- 
flred  that  an  account  might  be  fent 
him  of  all  that  was  moll  remark¬ 
able  in  the  ifland  of  Britain,  Hen¬ 
ry,  in  anfwer  to  that  requeft,  was 
pleafed  to  take  notice,  among 
other  particulars,  of  the  extra¬ 
ordinary  courage  and  fiercenefs  of 
the  Welfh,  “  who  were  not  afraid 
to  fight  unarmed  with  enemies 
armed  at  all  points,  willingly  fhed- 
ding  their  blood  in  the  caufe  of 
their  country,  andpurchafing  glo¬ 
ry  at  the  expence  of  their  lives.” 
Butthefe  words  mail  not  be  taken 
in  too  Arid  a  fenfe,  as  if  they  had 
abfolutely  worn  no  armour :  for 
they  ufed  fmall  and  light  targets, 
which  were  commonly  made  of 
hides,  and  fometimes  of  iron  :  but, 
except  their  breads,  which  thefe 
guarded,  all  the  reft  of  their  bodies 
was  left  defencelefs  :  nor  did  they 
cover  their  heads  with  cafques,  or 
helmets  ;  fo  that  in  comparifon 
of  the  Englilh,  or  other  nations 
of  Europe,  they  might  be  called 
“  unarmed,”  Their  offenfive  wea¬ 
pons  were  arrows,  and  long  pikes, 
or  fpears,  which  were  of  great  ufe 
againft  cavalry  ;  and  thefe  they, 
occafionally,  either  puftied  with, 
or  darted  ;  in  which  exercife  the 
whole  nation  was  wonderfully  ex- 
B  pert ; 
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pert ;  but  more  efpecially  the  men 
of  North-Wales,  who  had  pikes 
fo  flrong  and  well-pointed,  that 
they  would  pierce  through  an  iron 
coat  of  mail ;  but  thofe  of  South- 
Wales,  and  particularly  the  pro¬ 
vince  of  Guent,  or  Monmouth, 
which  was  then  a  part  of  that 
kingdom,  were  accounted  the  bed 
archers,  not  being  inferior,  in  the 
ufe  of  the  long  bow,  to  the  Nor¬ 
mans  themfeives. 

The  common  people  fought  on 
foot  ;  but  feme  of  the  nobility  be¬ 
gan  now  to  ride  upon  horfes  bred 
in  their  own  country,  which  were 
high-mettled,  and  fwift,  but  not 
very  flrong  ;  and  even  thefe  gen¬ 
tlemen  would  frequently  difmount, 
both  in  combating,  and  when  they 
Bed  ;  the  nature  of  their  country, 
as  well  as  their  difeipline,  being 
better  adapted  to  foot  than  horfe. 
Their  firdonfet  was  terrible  ;  but, 
if  doutly  refilled,  they  foon  gave 
ground,  and  could  never  be  rallied  j 
in  which  they  refemble  other  bar¬ 
barous  nations,  and  particularly 
the  Britons  and  Celts,  their  fore¬ 
fathers.  Yet,  though  defeated 
and  difperfed,  they  were  not  fub- 
dued;  but  prefently  returned  to 
make  war  again  upon  thofe  from 
whom  they  had  fled,  by  ambuf- 
cades  and  night  marches,  or  by 
fudden  alfaults,  when  they  were 
lead  expe&ed  ;  in  which  their  agi¬ 
lity,  fpirit,  and  impetuofity,  made 
up  what  they  wanted  in  weight  and 
Jirmnefs  :  fo  that,  although  they 
were  ealily  overcome  in  a  battle 
by  regular  troops,  they  were  with 
great  difficulty  vanquilhed  in  a 
war.  The  fame  vivacity  which 
animated  their  hearts  infpired  their 
tongues.  They  were  of  quick  and 
Iharp  wit ;  naturally  eloquent,  and 
ready  in  fpeaking,  without  any 


awe  or  concern,  before  their  fa. 
periors,  or  in  public  affembltes. 
But  from  this  fire  in  their  tempers 
they  were  all  very  paffionate,  vin~ 
di&ive,  and  fanguinary  in  their 
refentments :  nor  was  their  re¬ 
venge  only  fudden  and  violent, 
when  they  received  any  perfonal 
injury  or  affront,  or  while  the 
fling  of  it  was  recent  in  their 
minds  ;  but  it  was  frequently  car¬ 
ried  back,  by  a  falfe  fenfe  of  ho¬ 
nour,  even  to  very  remote  and 
traditional  quarrels,  in  which  any 
of  their  family  had  been  ever  en¬ 
gaged.  For  not  only  the  nobles 
and  gentry,  but  even  the  lowed 
among  them,  had  each  by  heart 
his  own  genealogy,  together  with’ 
which  he  retained  a  conftant  re¬ 
membrance  of  every  injury,  dis¬ 
grace,  or  lofs,  his  forefathers  had 
fuffered,  and  thought  it  would  be 
degeneracy  not  to  refent  it  as  per¬ 
fonal  to  himfelf.  So  that  the  va¬ 
nity  of  this  people,  with  regard  to 
their  families,  ferved  to  perpetuate 
implacable  feuds,  and  a  kind  of 
civil  war  among  private  men ; 
befides  the  diffenfions  it  excit¬ 
ed  among  their  kings  and  chief 
lords,  which  proved  the  dedruc- 
tion  of  their  national  union,  and 
confequently  broke  their  national 
drengtn. 

They  were  in  their  nature  very 
light  and  inconffant,  eafily  im¬ 
pelled  to  any  undertaking,  even 
the  mod  wicked  and  dangerous, 
and  as  eafily  induced  to  quit  it 
again  ;  defirous  of  change,  and 
not  to  be  held  by  any  bonds  of 
faith  or  oaths,  which  they  violated 
without  fcruple  or  fenfe  of  fhame, 
both  in  public  and  private  tranf- 
a&ions.  To  plunder  and  rob  wai 
fcarce  accounted  dilhonourable  a- 
mong  them,  even  when  committed 
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againft  their  own  countrymen, 
much  lefs  againft  foreigners.  They 
hardly  ever  married  without  a 
prior  cohabitation  ;  it  being  cuf- 
tomary  for  parents  to  let  out  their 
daughters  to  young  men  upon 
trial,  for  a  fum  of  money  paid 
down,  and  under  a  penalty,  agreed 
upon  between  them,  if  the  girls 
were  returned.  The  people  in  ge¬ 
neral,  and  more  efpecially  their 
princes  and  nobles,  gave  them- 
felves  up  to  exceffive  lewdnefs  ; 
but  were  remarkably  temperate  in 
eating  and  drinking,  conftantly 
falling  till  evening,  and  then  mak¬ 
ing  a  fober  meal  ;  unlefs  when 
they  were  entertained  at  the  tables 
of  foreigners,  where  they  indulged 
themfelves  immoderately  both  in 
liquor  and  food,  palling  at  once 
from  their  habit  of  abftinence  to  the 
moft  riotous  and  brutal  excefs : 
but,  neverthelefs,  when  they  came 
home,  they  returned  with  great 
eafe  to  their  former  courfe  of  life ; 
and  none  of  their  nobles  were  led 
by  the  example  of  the  Englilh  to 
run  out  their  fortunes  by  a  profufe- 
nefs  in  keeping  a  table.  No  kind 
of  luxury  was  yet  introduced  into 
their  manner  of  living  ;  not  even 
a  decent  convenience,  or  neatnefs. 
They  feemed  to  be  proud  of  not 
wanting  thofe  delicacies  which 
other  nations  are  proud  of  enjoy¬ 
ing.  Their  kings  indeed,  and  a 
few  of  their  principal  nobles,  had 
built  fome  caftles  in  imitation  of 
the  Englilh  ;  but  moft  of  their 
gentry  Hill  continued  to  dwell  in 
huts  made  of  wattles,  ryid  fituated 
in  folitudes,  by  the  lides  of  the 
woods,  as  moft  convenient  for 
1  hunting  and  pafture,  or  for  a  re¬ 
treat  in  time  of  war.  They  had 
no  gardens,  nor  orchards,  nor  any 
improvements  about  their  dwell¬ 


ings,  which  they  commonly  chang¬ 
ed  every  year,  and  removed  to 
other  places  (as  the  Britons  and 
Celts,  their  anceftors,  had  been  ac- 
cuftomed  to  do)  for  the  fake  of 
frelh  pafture  and  a  new  fupply  of 
game. 

Their  furniture  was  as  fimple 
and  mean  as  their  houfes,  fuch  as 
might  anfwer  the  mere  neceffities 
of  grofs  and  uncivilized  nature. 
The  only  elegance  among  them 
was  mafic,  which  they  were  lb 
fond  of,  that  in  every  family  there 
generally  were  fome  who  played 
on  the  harp  ;  and  fkill  in  that  in- 
ftrument  was  valued  by  them  more 
than  all  other  knowledge.  This 
greatly  contributed  to  keep  up 
that  chearfulnefs,  which  was  more 
univerfal  andconftantin  the  Welfti 
than  in  the  Saxons  or  Normans* 

Notwithftanding  their  poverty, 
they  were  fo  hofpitabie  that  every 
man’s  houfe  was  open  to  all ;  and 
thus  no  wants  were  felt  by  the 
moft  indigent,  nor  was  there  a 
beggar  in  the  nation.  When  any 
ftranger,  or  traveller,  came  to  a 
houfe,  he  ufed  no  other  ceremony 
than,  at  his  tirft  entrance,  to  deli* 
ver  his  arms  into  the  hands  of  the 
mafter,  who  thereupon  offered  to 
wafh  his  feet ;  which  if  he  ac¬ 
cepted,  it  was  underftood  to  figni- 
fy  his  intention  of  ftaying  there  all 
niaht;  and  none  who  did  fo  was 
refufed.  Whatever  the  number 
or  quality  of  their  guefts  might 
happen  to  be,  the  mafter  and  mif= 
trefs  of  the  houfe  waited  on  them, 
and  would  not  fit  down  at  table 
with  them,  or  tafie  any  food,  till 
they  had  fupped.  The  lire  was 
placed  in  the  middle  of  the  room, 
on  each  fide  of  which  was  fpread 
a  coarfe  bed  of  hemp  over  a  thin 
mat  of  rufties,  where  the  whole 
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family  and  their  guefts  flept  to¬ 
gether,  without  even  a  curtain  be¬ 
twixt  them.  Their  feet  lay  always 
next  to  the  fire,  which,  being  kept 
burning  all  night,  fupplied  the 
want  of  bed  cloaths  ;  for  they  had 
no  covering  but  the  cloaths  they 
wore  in  the  day. 

It  was  cufiomary  among  them 
to  receive  in  a  morning  large  com¬ 
panies  of  young  men,  who,  follow¬ 
ing  no  occupation  but  arms,  when¬ 
ever  they  were  not  in  addon,  {troll¬ 
ed  over  the  country,  and  entered 
into  any  houfe  that  they  found  in 
their  way  ;  where  they  were  enter¬ 
tained,  till  the  evening,  with  the 
mufic  of  the  harp,  and  tree  conver- 
fation  with  the  young  women  of 
the  family.  Upon  which  Giraldus 
Cambrenfis  makes  this  remark, 
that  of  all  the  nations  in  the  uni- 
verfe  none  were  more  jealous  of 
their  women  than  the  Irifh ,  or  lefs 
than  the  Welfh.  In  other  refpedts 
their  manners  fo  nearly  agreed, 
when  that  author  wrote,  as  to  dif- 
cover  the  marks  of  a  Celtic  origin 
common  to  both. 

One  is  furprifed  in  obferving 
how  abfolutelv  the  Britons,  after 
their  retreat  into  Wales,  loll  all 
the  culture  they  had  received  from 
the  Romans,  and,  in  fie  ad  of  re¬ 
fining  the  ancient  inhabitants  of 
that  part  of  the  illand,  relapfed 
themfelves  into  their  rude  and 
barbarous  manners.  This  is  the 
more  wonderful,  becaufe  the  Latin 
tongue,  and  no  contemptible  Orate 
of  its  learning,  were  long  preferved 
in  their  public  fchools,  and  con¬ 
tinued,  though  indeed  in  a  declin¬ 
ing  ftate,  even  down  to  the  times 
of  which  I  write.  They  had  alfo 
retained  the  profeffion  of  the  chriR 
dan  religion,  but  debafed  with 


grofs  fuperftitions :  Giraldus  Cam¬ 
brenfis  informs  us,  that  they  paid, 
in  his  days,  a  more  devout  reve¬ 
rence  to  churches  and  churchmen, 
to  the  relics  of  faints,  to  crofTes, 
and  to  bells,  than  any  other  nation. 
Whenever  any  of  them  happened  to 
meet  a  monk,  or  other  ecelefiaftic, 
they  inftantly  threw  down  their 
arms,  and,  bowing  their  heads,  im¬ 
plored  his  bleffmg.  When  they  un¬ 
dertook  a  journey  into  any  foreign 
country,  or  when  they  married,  or 
were  enjoined  by  their  confeffors 
any  public  penance,  they  paid  a 
full  tenth  of  all  their  goods,  which 
they  called  “  the  great  tythe,’5  in 
the  proportion  of  two  parts  to  the 
church  wherein  they  had  been  bap¬ 
tized,  and  one  to  their  bilhop. 
How  far  they  carried  their  refpedt 
to  afylums  and  fandtuaries,  has  al¬ 
ready  been  mentioned.  The  ex¬ 
cels  of  their  fuperfiition  with  rela¬ 
tion  to  this  point  is  cenfured  by 
Giraldus  Cambrenfis  himfelf,  as 
great  a  bigot  as  he  was  ;  and  it 
certainly  mull  have  been  one  prin¬ 
cipal  caufe,  why  fo  many  murders 
and  other  crimes  were  committed 
among  them.  Their  hermits  were 
celebrated  for  feverer  au  fie  rides 
than  any  others  in  Europe,  the  ve¬ 
hemence  of  their  temper  carrying 
their  virtues,  as  well  as  vices,  into 
extremes.  Pilgrimages  to  Rome 
were  their  favourite  mode  of  devo¬ 
tion,  though  they  had  many  faints 
of  their  own  nation,  vvhofe  Ihrines 
they  adored  with  the  blindeft  fu- 
perftition.  In  (hort,  their  religion, 
for  the  molt  part,  was  fo  different 
from  genuine  chriftianity,  that  ei¬ 
ther  it  was  prejudicial  to  civil  fo- 
ciety,  or  did  it  no  good. 
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Character  of  the  Englijh  and  Nor¬ 
mans*  From  the  fame. 

THERE  is  a  remarkable  paf- 
fage  in  William  of  Malmf- 
bury  upon  the  different  characters 
of  the  Englifti  and  Normans.  He 
fays,  that,  before  the  latter  had 
obtained  poffeflion  of  England, 
learning  and  religion  were  brought 
to  fo  low  a  ftate  in  that  kingdom, 
that  moll  of  the  clergy  could  hard¬ 
ly  read  divine  fervice ;  and  if, 
happily,  any  one  of  them  under¬ 
flood  grammar,  he  was  admired  and 
wondered  at  by  the  reft  as  a  prodigy . 
The  Englifh  nobility  were  very 
deficient  in  the  external  duties  of 
piety ;  it  being  cuftomary  among 
them,  even  for  thofe  who  were 
married,  to  hear  matins  and  mafs 
faid  to  them  in  their  bed-chambers, 
before  they  were  up,  and  as  fall  as 
the  prieft  could  poflibly  hurry  them 
over ;  inftead  of  attending  divine 
fervice,  with  proper  folemnity,  in 
churches  or  chapels.  Many  of 
them  were  guilty  of  the  unnatural 
inhumanity  of  felling  their  female 
flaves,  whom  they  kept  as  their 
concubines,  when  they  were  big 
with  child  by  them,  either  to  public 
proftitution,  or  to  perpetual  Have- 
ry  in  foreign  lands.  They  were 
alfo  univerfally  addidled  to  drunk- 
ennefs,  and  continued  over  their 
cups  whole  days  and  nights,  keep- 
ing  open  houfe,  and  fpending  all 
the  income  of  their  eftates  in  riot¬ 
ous  feafts,  where  they  ate  and 
drank  to  excefs,  without  any  ele¬ 
gant  or  magnificent  luxury.  Their 
houfes  were  generally  fmall  and 
mean,  their  garments  plain,  and 
fuccindl:  they  cut  their  hair  fhort, 
and  fhaved  their  faces,  except  the 
upper  lip  ;  wearing  no  ornament. 


but  heavy  bracelets  of  gold  on 
their  arms,  and  painted  figures 
that  were  burnt  into  the  fkin,  on 
fome  parts  of  their  bodies.  The 
Normans  on  the  contrary  (as  the 
fame  author  informs  us)  affefted 
great  finery  and  pomp  in  their 
cloaths;  and  were  delicate  in  their 
food,  but  without  any  excefs. 
They  fpent  little  in  houfe-keeping, 
but  were  very  expenfive  and  mag¬ 
nificent  in  their  buildings,  making 
that  their  chief  pride,  and  intro¬ 
ducing  a  new  and  better  mode  of 
architedlure  into  this  hland.  Nor 
did  they  only  difplay  this  mag¬ 
nificence  in  their  own  private 
houfes  ;  but  embellifhed  all  the 
kingdom  with  churches  and  con¬ 
vents  more  fplendid  and  elegant 
than  thofe  of  the  Englifh.  They 
are  alfo  commended,  by  the  above- 
mentioned  hiftorian,  for  eftablifh- 
ing  here  a  more  decent  and  more 
regular  form  of  religion  :  but  yet 
it  is  certain,  that,  by  admitting 
new  doctrines  of  popery,  to  which 
the  Anglo-Saxoh  church  had  never 
aftented,  they  further  corrupted 
the  purity  of  the  Chriftian  faith  in 
this  ifland.  He  adds,  that  they 
were  faithful  to  their  liege  lords, 
if  they  were  not  ill  ufed ;  but  that, 
on  occafion  of  the  lighted:  offence 
given  to  them,  they  broke  their 
allegiance  ;  that  being  accuftomed 
to  a  military  life,  and  hardly  know¬ 
ing  how  to  live  without  war,  they 
made  it  with  ardour  ;  but,  rf  they 
could  not  fucceed  by  open  force, 
they  underftood  equally  well  how 
to  employ  both  fraud  and  bribery  : 
whereas  the  Englifh  had  only  a 
rafh  and  impetuous  valour.  He 
likewife  tells  us,  that  the  Normans 
were  apt  to  fell  juftice;  that  they 
were  full  of  emulation,  ambition, 
and  envy  ;  that  they  frequently 
B  3  them- 
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tbemfelves  oppreffed  their  vaflals, 
but  bravely  defended  them  againit 
all  others ;  willingly  intermixed 
with  the  people  they  had  conquer¬ 
ed,  and  of  al!  rations  in  the  world 
were  the  kindefl  to  foreigners,  put¬ 
ting  them  upon  an  equal  foot  with 
fhemfelves,  if  they  came  to  fettle 
among  them. 

Such  is  the  picture  drawn  by 
William  of  Malmfbury  of  the 
Englifh  and  Normans  compared 
and  contrafted  together ;  and  no 
writer  of  thofe  times  was  better 
qualified  than  he  to  form  a  true 
judgment  of  their  good  and  ill 
qualities,  or  more  impartial  be¬ 
tween  them  $  for  he  had  very  good 
fenfe,  with  much  knowledge  of 
tne  world,  and  was  equally  re¬ 
lated  in  blood  to  both  nations. 
Nevertheleis  the  diversity,  which 
he  has  obferved  in  their  manners, 
did  not  remain  till  the  times  in 
which  he  wrote.  He  tells  us  him- 
felr,  that  the  Englifh  foon  accom¬ 
modated  tbemfelves  to  thofe  of  the 
Normans,  after  they  had  been 
forced  to  submit  to  their  govern¬ 
ment,  except  in  one  article,  name¬ 
ly,  their  temperance  in  eating  and 
drinking;  but,  initead  of  learn¬ 
ing  that,  they  communicated  to 
them  their  own  habits  of  drunk¬ 
enness  and  immoderate  teafling, 
which  continued  for  many  ages  the 
national  vices  of  their  common 
pokerity. 

In  weighing  the  merits  of  each 
people,  as  here  defcribed,  it  will 
be  found  that  the  Normans  were 
greatly  fuperior  to  the  Englifn  in 
politenefs  and  knowledge ;  and  it 
may  therefore  be  thought,  that, 
by  a  mixture  with  them,  the  latter 
received  fuch  improvements,  as 
were  a  fufHcient  compenfation  for 
the  many  evils  brought  upon  them 
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in  other  refpeCts.  It  muk  alfo  be 
confeffed,  that,  fo  long  as  the 
Anglo-Saxons  weremafters  of  Eng¬ 
land,  that  kingdom  was  of  no  ac¬ 
count  in  the  fyftem  of  Europe; 
but  grew  to  have  weight  and  au¬ 
thority  on  the  continent  under  the 
government  of  the  Normans,  both 
from  the  dominions  which  the 
princes  of  that  race  poffeffed  in 
France,  and  from  their  a&ive  am¬ 
bition,  which,  feconded  by  the 
enterprising  and  warlike  difpofi- 
tion  of  all  their  nobility,  rendered 
the  Englifh  name  refpe&ed  and 
illultrious  abroad.  But  whether 
this  honour  was  not  purer  afed  too 
dear,  by  the  lofs  of  that  peace, 
which  the  iituation  of  England, 
efpecially  if  united  with  Scotland 
and  Wales,  might  have  iecured  to  it 
under  the  government  and  ifland- 
policy  of  the  Saxons,  may  well  be 
difputed.  Befides  the  conftant  ex¬ 
pence  of  blood  and  treafure,  one 
great  mifehief,  occafioned  by  it, 
was  the  taking  off  the  attention 
of  many  of  our  kings  from  the 
important  objects  of  agriculture, 
manufactures,  and  commerce.  Yet, 
on  the  other  hand,  it  is  certain 
that  foreign  wars,  by  exercifing 
the  valour,  increafe  the  ftrength 
of  a  nation,  which,  remaining 
long  unemployed,  is  very  apt  to 
decay,  and  fink  into  an  infirm  and 
effeminate  foftnefs ;  particularly 
where  the  people  are  much  ad¬ 
dicted  to  commerce ;  the  mer¬ 
cantile  fpirit  prevailing  over  the 
military  more  than  is  confident 
with  the  fafety  or  virtue  of  a  Hate. 
To  keep  up  the  energy  of  both 
thefe  fpirits  in  a  proper  degree, 
and  without  prejudice  to  each 
other,  is  a  very  important  and 
very  difficult  part  of  political  wif- 
dom,  which  has  been  performed  in 

few 
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few  governments,  either  ancient  or 
modern. 


Char  after  of  Harold .  From  the 
fame . 

HE  fo  conduced  the  affairs  of 
the  kingdom,  that  he  made 
the  reign  of  a  very  weak  prince 
moft  happy  to  the  Englifh  ;  vic¬ 
tory  attended  his  arms  on  the 
borders  ;  liberty  and  peace  were 
maintained  by  him  at  home.  There 
was  much  dignity,  gracefulnefs, 
and  ftrength  in  his  perfon;  he  had 
a  courage  and  refolution  which 
nothing  could  daunt,  an  eafy  flow 
of  natural  eloquence,  animated  by 
a  lively  agreeable  wit,  ana  eleva¬ 
tion  of  fentiments  with  popular 
manners.  Befides  all  the  luftre 
he  drew  from  his  political  and 
military  talents,  in  which  he  had 
no  equal  among  his  own  country¬ 
men,  his  character  was  embellilh- 
ed,  and  rendered  more  amiable, 
by  a  generous  fpirit,  and  a  heart 
in  which  humanity  tempered  am¬ 
bition.  It  does  not  appear  that 
his  virtues  were  difgraced  by  the 
mixture  of  any  vice  or  weaknefs, 
which  could  difhonour  him  in 
the  eyes  of  the  public.  Upon 
the  whole,  he  was  worthy  of  the 
crown  he  afpirea  to;  which  is 
confeit  even  by  writers  no  way  dif- 
pofed  to  judge  of  him  too  favour¬ 
ably,  and  ftilf  better  proved  by  all 
his  behaviour  after  he  was  on  the 
throne. 

%  His  own  brother  Tofti,  a  man 
given  up  to  the  worft  paffions, 
and  capable  of  gratifying  them 
by  the  worft  means,  was  the  firft 
enemy  who  difturbed  the  peace  of 
his  realm.  This  lord,  in  the 
reign  of  Edward  the  Confeffor, 
had  been  earl  of  Northumberland, 


and  by  many  grievous  oppreffons 
had  fo  irritated  the  people,  that, 
rifing  in  arms,  they  drove  him 
out.  Harold,  having  been  fent 
with  a  com  million  from  the  king  to 
fupprefs  this  revolt,  was  told  by 
the  Northumbrians,  “  that  they 
were  born  and  bred  freemen,  and 
could  not  endure  a  tyrannical  go¬ 
vernor,  but  had  learnt  from  their 
anceftors  to  fecure  to  themfelves 
either  liberty  or  death. ”  Such  a 
language,  by  a  man  of  a  defpo- 
tic  temper,  would  certainly  hare 
been  deemed  an  unpardonable  ag¬ 
gravation  of  their  offence  ;  but 
Harold  refpefted  it,  admitted 
their  plea,  and  even  rendered 
himfelf  their  advocate  with  tho 
king,  (to  whom  his  entreaties 
were  commands)  that  they  m.ght 
have  for  their  governor  the  per¬ 
fon  they  defired,  Morcar,  the 
younger  brother  of  Edwin  earl  of 
Mercia,  whofe  father  and  grand¬ 
father  had  been  dangerous  ene¬ 
mies  to  his  father  and  himfelf :  a 
mofl  laudable  aft,  and  which 
fhews  that  he  was  worthy  to  rule  s 
free  kingdom  !  It  may  indeed  be 
thought,  that  policy  joined  with 
generofity  and  with  juftice,  in  dic¬ 
tating  to  him  this  extraordinary 
conduft  :  for,  befides  the  hearts 
of  the  people,  he  gained  by  it  a 
connexion  with  two  powerful  no¬ 
bles,  who  never  forgot  the  obli¬ 
gation,  and  whofe  warm  adhe¬ 
rence  to  him  muft  have  greatly 
contributed  to  raife  him  to  the 
throne. 


Char  after  of  William  the  Firjl . 
From  the  jatne . 

THE  charafter  of  this  prince 
has  feldom  been  fet  in  it’s 
true  light;  fome  eminent  writers 
B  4  having 
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having  been  dazzled  fo  much  by 
the  more  fhining  parts  of  it,  that 
they  have  hardly  feen  his  faults ; 
while  others,  out  of  a  ftrong  de- 
teftation  of  tyranny,  have  been  un¬ 
willing  to  allow  him  the  praife  he 
deferves. 

He  may  with  juftice  be  ranked 
among  the  greateft  generals  any 
age  has  produced.  There  was 
united  in  him  adivity,  vigilance, 
intrepidity,  caution,  great  force 
of  judgment,  and  never- failing 
prelence  of  mind.  He  was  very 
ftridt  in  his  difcipline,  and  kept 
his  foldiers  in  perfect  obedience  ; 
yet  preferved  tBeir  affedtion.  Hav¬ 
ing  been,  from  his  very  child¬ 
hood,  continually  in  war,  and  at 
the  head  of  armies,,  he  joined  to 
all  the  capacity  that  genius  could 
give,  all  the  knowledge  and  {kill 
that  experience  could  teach,  and 
was  a  perfedt  malter  of  the  mili¬ 
tary  art,  as  it  was  pradtifed  in  the 
times  when  he  lived.  His  confti- 
tution  enabled  him  to  endure  any 
hard  (hips ;  and  very  few  were 
equal  to  him  in  perfonal  ftrength  : 
which  was  an  excellence  of  more 
importance  than  it  is  now,  from 
the  manner  of  fighting  then  in 
ufe.  It  is  faid  of  him,  that  none 
but  himfelf  could  bend  his  bow. 
His  courage  was  heroic,  and  he 
poflefted  it,  not  only  in  the  field, 
but  (which  is  more  uncommon) 
in  the  cabinet  ;  attempting  great 
things  with  means  that  to  other 
men  appeared  unequal  to  fuch 
undertakings,  and  ileadily  pro- 
fecuting  what  he  had  boldly  re- 
folved  ;  being  never  difturbed  or 
diftieartened  with  difficulties,  in 
the  purfuit  of  his  enterprizes ;  but 
having  that  noble  vigour  of  mind, 
which,  inftead  of  bending  to  op- 
pofuion,  rifes  againft  it,  and  feems 
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to  have  a  power  of  controuling  and 
governing  fortune  itfelf. 

Nor  was  he  lefs  fuperior  to 
pleafure  than  to  fear.  No  luxury 
foftened  him,  no  riot  difordered, 
no  doth  relaxed.  It  helped  not  a 
little  to  maintain  the  high  refpedt 
his  fuhje&s  had  for  him,  that  the 
majefty  of  his  character  was  never 
let  down  by  any  incontinence  or 
indecent  excefs.  His  temperance 
and  his  chaftity  were  conftant 
guards,  that  fecured  his  mind 
from  all  weaknefs,  fupported  its 
dignity,  and  kept  it  always,  as  it 
were,  on  the  throne.  Through  his 
whole  life  he  had  no  partner 
of  his  bed  but  his  queen  :  a  mod 
extraordinary  virtue  in  one  who 
had  lived,  even  from  his  earlieft 
youth,  amidft  all  the  licence  of 
camps,  the  allurements  of  a  court, 
and  the  feduftions  of  fovereign 
power !  Had  he  kept  his  oaths  to 
his  people  as  well  as  he  did  his 
marriage  vow,  he  would  have 
been  the  bell  of  kings  ;  but  he  in¬ 
dulged  other  paffions,  of  a  worfe 
nature,  and  infinitely  more  de¬ 
trimental  to  the  public,  than 
thofe  he  retrained,  A  lull  of 
power  which  no  regard  to  juftice 
could  limit,  the  moft  unrelenting 
cruelty,  and  the  moft  infatiable 
avarice,  poifefled  his  foul.  It  is 
true  indeed,  that  among  many 
a£ts  of  extreme  inhumanity  fome 
{hining  inftances  of  great  cle¬ 
mency  may  be  produced,  that 
were  either  effe&s  of  his  policy, 
which  taught  him  this  method  of 
acquiring  friends,  or  of  his  mag¬ 
nanimity,  which  made  him  flight 
a  weak  and  iubdued  enemy  ;  fuch 
as  was  Edgar  Atheling,  in  whom 
he  found  neither  fpirit  nor  talents 
able  to  contend  with  him  for  the 
crown.  But  where  he  had  no  ad¬ 
vantage 
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vantage  nor  pride  in  forgiving, 
his  nature  difcovered  itfelf  to  be 
utterly  void  of  all  fenfe  of  com- 
paffion  ;  and  fome  barbarities, 
which  he  committed,  exceeded 
the  bounds,  that  even  tyrants  and 
conquerors  prefcribe  to  them- 
felves. 

Mod  of  our  ancient  hiftorians 
give  him  the  chara&er  of  a  very 
religious  prince ;  but  his  religion 
was,  after  the  fafhion  of  thefe 
times,  belief  without  examination, 
and  devotion  without  piety.  It 
was  a  religion  that  prompted  him 
to  endow  monaderies,  and  at  the 
fame  time  allowed  him  to  pillage 
kingdoms  ;  that  threw  him  on  his 
knees  before  a  relic  or  crofs,  but 
fuffered  him  unredrained  to  tram¬ 
ple  upon  the  liberties  and  rights  of 
mankind. 

As  to  his  wifdom  in  govern¬ 
ment,  of  which  fome  modern 
writers  have  fpoken  very  highly, 
he  was  indeed  fo  far  wife,  that, 
through  a  long,  unquiet  reign,  he 
knew  how  to  fupport  opprefiion 
by  terror,  and  employ  the  pro- 
pered  means  for  the  carrying  on 
a  very  iniquitous  and  violent  ad- 
minidration.  But  that  which  a- 
lone  deferves  the  name  of  wifdom 
in  the  chara&er  of  a  king,  the 
maintaining  of  authority  by  the 
exercife  of  thofe  virtues  which 
make  the  happinefs  of  his  people, 
was  what,  with  all  his  abilities, 
f  e  does  not  appear  to  have  poffeft. 
Nor  did  he  excel  in  thofe  Tooth¬ 
ing  and  popular  arts,  which  fome- 
times  change  the  complexion  cf  a 
tyranny,  and  give  it  a  fallacious 
appearance  of  freedom.  His  go¬ 
vernment  was  hardi  and  defpotic, 
violating  even  the  principles  of 
that  conditution  which  he  himfelf 
had  edablifhed.  Yet  fo  far  he 
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performed  the  duty  of  a  fovereign, 
that  he  took  care  to  maintain  a 
good  police  in  his  realm  ;  curbing 
licentioufnefs  with  a  ltrong  hand, 
which,  in  the  tumultuous  date  of 
his  government,  was  a  great  and 
difficult  work.  How  well  he  per¬ 
formed  it  we  may  learn  even  from 
the  teftimony  of  a  contemporary 
Saxon  hidorian,  who  fays,  that 
during  his  reign  a  man  might 
have  travelled  in  perfeft  fecurity 
all  over  the  kingdom  with  his 
bofom  full  of  gold  ;  nor  durd  any 
kill  another  in  revenge,  of  the 
greated  offences,  nor  offer  violence 
to  the  chadity  of  a  woman.  But 
it  was  a  poor  com  pen  fa  don,  that 
the  highways  were  fafe,  when  the 
courts  of  juftice  were  dens  of 
thieves  ;  and  when  almod  every 
man  in  authority,  or  in  office, 
ufed  his  power  to  opprefs  and  pil¬ 
lage  the  people.  The  king  him¬ 
felf  did  not  only  tolerate,  but  en¬ 
courage,  fupport,  and  even  fhare 
thefe  extortions.  Though  the 
greatnefs  of  the  ancient  landed 
edate  of  the  crown,  and  the  feudal 
profits  to  which  he  legally  was  en¬ 
titled,  rendered  him  one  of  the 
riched  monarchs  in  Europe,  he 
was  not  content  with  all  that 
opulence  :  but  by  authorizing 
the  fheriffs,  who  codefled  his  re¬ 
venues  in  the  feveral  counties,  to 
pradtife  the  mod  grievous  vexa¬ 
tions  and  abufes,  for  the  railing 
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of  them  higher  by  a  perpetual 
audlion  of  the  crown  lands ;  fo 
that  none  of  his  tenants  could  be 
fecure  of  poffeffion,  if  any  other 
would  come  and  offer  more  ;  by 
various  iniquities  in  the  court  of 
exchequer,  which  was  entirely 
Norman  ;  by  forfeitures  wrong¬ 
fully  taken  ;  and  ladly,  by  ar¬ 
bitrary  and  illegal  taxations,  he 

drew 
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drew  into  his  treafury  much  too 
great  a  proportion  of  the  wealth  of 
his  kingdom. 

It  mull  however  be  owned,  that 
if  his  avarice  was  infatiably  and 
unjuiily  rapacious,  it  was  not 
meanly  parfimomous,  nor  of  that 
fordid  kind,  which  brings  on  a 
prince  difhonour  and  contempt, 
lie  fupported  the  dignity  of  his 
crown  with  a  decent  magnificence  ; 
and  though  he  never  was  lavifti,  lie 
jfometimes  was  liberal,  more  efpe- 
cially  to  his  foldiers  and  to  the 
church.  But  looking  on  money  as 
a  neceifary  means  of  maintaining 
and  encreafing  power,  he  defired 
to  accumulate  as  much  as  he  could, 
rather,  perhaps,  from  an  ambi¬ 
tious  than  a  covetous  nature  :  at 
leaft  his  avarice  was  fubfervient  to 
Ills  ambition,  and  ne  laid  cp  wealth 
in  his  coffers,  as  he  did  arms  in 
his  magazines,  to  be  drawn  out, 
when  any  proper  occafion  required 
it,  for  the  defence  and  enlarge¬ 
ment  of  his  dominions. 

Upon  the  whole,  he  had  many 
great  qualities,  but  few  virtues: 
and,  if  thofe  adtions  that  moil  par¬ 
ticularly  diftinguifh  the  man  or  the 
king  are  impartially  eonfidered,  we 
fliall  find,  that  in  his  chara&ei  there 
is  much  to  admire,  but  hill  more  to 
abhor. 


Character  of  William  Rufus .  From 
ihe  fame% 

TH  E  character  of  this  king 
has  been  too  much  depreci¬ 
ated  by  many  hiflorians.  It  was, 
no  doubt,  very  faulty  ;  yet,  not- 
withftanding  all  h:s  faults,  he  was 
a  great  man.  In  magnanimity,  the 
firlt  of  royal  virtues,  no  prince 
ever  excelled  hiiB3  and  few  have 


REGISTER 

equalled.  For  proof  of  this  I  fhali 
here  relate  fame  particular  fadls* 
which  I  could  not  fo  properly 
mention  in  giving  a  general  view 
of  this  reign.  While  he  was  be- 
fieging  Mont  St.  Michel,  a  for- 
trefs  in  Normandy,  which  was 
held  againft  him  by  Henry,  his 
younger  brother,  a  fmail  party  of 
horfe  belonging  to  the  garrifon 
approached  near  his  camp  ;  at  the 
fight  of  which,  being  tranfported 
by  the  ardour  of  his  courage,  he 
furioufly  advanced  before  his  own 
troops,  and  charged  into  the  mid  ft 
of  them  His  horfe  was  killed 
under  him,  and  the  foldier,  who 
had  difmounted  him,  not  knowing 
who  he  was,  dragged  him  by  the 
foot  on  the  ground,  and  was  going 
to  flay  him,  if  he  had  not  ftopt 
the  blow,  by  faying  to  him,  with 
a  tone  of  command,  not  Applica¬ 
tion,  “  Eafcal,  lift  me  up  :  I  am 
the  king  of  England.”  At  thefe 
words,  all  the  foldiers  of  prince 
Henry,  his  brother,  were  ftruck 
with  awe,  and  reverently  railing 
him  up  from  the  earth  brought 
him  another  horfe.  By  this  time 
his  own  forces  were  come  to  his 
fuccour  in  fuch  numbers,  that  the 
little  band  of  the  enemy  could 
make  no  refiftance,  much  lefs  carry 
oif  the  king  as  their  prifoner. 
That  prince,  feeing  this,  vaulted 
into  the  faddle,  and  calling  his 
eyes,  which  fparkled  with  fire,  all 
round  about  him,  alked,  who  it 
was  that  unhorfed  him  ?  For  fome 
time  all  were  filent :  but  at  laft, 
he  who  did  it  anfwered.  “  It  was 
I,  who  did  not  fuppofe  you  to  be  a 
king,  but  an  ordinary  knight. ” 

“  By  the  face  of  our  Lord,”  re¬ 
plied  William  with  a  Anile,*4  thou 
(halt  henceforth  be  my  foldier, 
and  receive  from  me  the  recom- 

penfe 
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penfe  thy  valour  deferves.”  But 
the  anfwer  he  made  to  a  bravado 
of  the  earl  of  la  Fiefche  is  a  hill 
nobler  inftance  of  his  magnani¬ 
mity.  That  lord,  his  competitor 
for  the  earldom  of  Maine,  being 
taken  prifoner  by  him,  and  re¬ 
ceived  with  an  infult,  laid,  with 
a  fpirit  fuperior  to  fortune,  “  An 
accident  has  made  me  your  cap¬ 
tive  ;  but  could  I  recover  my  li¬ 
berty,  I  know  what  1  fhonld  do.”-— 
(i  You  know  what  you  iTiould  do  !” 
replied  the  king :  “  Begone  1  I  give 
you  leave  to  do  your  turnoff  ;  and 
I  iwear  to  you,  that  if  you  over¬ 
come  me  hereafter,  I  will  afk  no 
return  from  you  for  having  thus 
fet  you  free.”  With  thefe  words 
he  difmiffed  him  :  an  aftion  of 
heroifm  that  would  have  done 
honour  to  Casfar,  whofe  foul  (fays 
one  of  the  bell  of  our  ancient 
hihorians)  feems  to  have  tranf- 
migrated  into  this  monarch.  He 
likevvife  a&ed  and  fpoke  in  the 
fpirit  of  that  Roman,  when,  from 
his  ardour  to  relieve  the  city  of 
Mans,  befieged  by  the  earl  of  la 
Fiefche,  he  palled  the  fea  in  a 
violent  temped,  faying  to  the 
failors  who  warned  him  of  the 
danger,  “  that  he  never  had  heard 
of  any  king  having  been  drowned.” 
Nor  did  he  lefs  refemble  Ctefar 
in  liberality,  than  in  courage,  and 
greatnefs  of  mind.  He  gave 
without  meafure,  but  never  with¬ 
out  choice  ;  diftinguilhing  merit, 
and  fixing  it  in  his  fervice  by 
means  of  his  bounty  ;  that  merit 
efpecially  which  was  the  mod  ne- 
cefiary,  to  fupport  his  ambition, 
eminent  valour,  and  military  ta¬ 
lents.  In  the  magnificence  of  his 
court  and  buildings  he  greatly  ex¬ 
ceeded  any  king  of  that  age.  But, 
though  his  profufenefs  arofe  from 
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a  noble  and  generous  nature,  it 
mud  be  accounted  rather  a  vice 
than  a  virtue;  as,  in  order  to  fup. 
ply  the  unbounded  extent  of  it, 
he  was  very  rapacious.  If  he  had 
lived  long,  his  expences  would 
have  undone  him  :  for  he  had  not, 
as  CH'ar  had,  the  treafures  of  the 
world  to  fupport  his  extravagance  ; 
and  it  had  brought  him  fome  years 
before  his  death  into  fuch  difficul¬ 
ties,  that  even  if  his  temper  had 
not  been  defpotic,  his  necelfi- 
ties  would  have  made  him  a  ty¬ 
rant. 

H  is  foul  was  all  fire,  perpe¬ 
tually  in  action,  undaunted  with 
danger,  unwearied  with  applica¬ 
tion,  purfuing  pleafure  with  as 
much  ardour  as  bufinefs,  but  ne¬ 
ver  facrificing  bufinefs  to  pleafure; 
addicted  to  women,  yet  without 
any  tendernefs  or  fixed  attachment, 
rather  from  a  fpirit  of  debauchery 
than  from  the  paifion  of  love.  He 
had  many  concubines,  but  no  mif- 
trefs  ;  and  never  would  marry,  for 
fear  of  fubjedting  himfelf  to  any 
reftraint. 

Neverthelefs,  the  vivacity  of 
his  temper  and  the  quicknefs  of 
his  parts  were  balanced  by  the  fo- 
lidity  and  the  ftrength  of  his  judg¬ 
ment  :  fo  that,  although  he  was 
very  eager  in  all  his  purfuits,  he 
directed  them  with  great  prudence, 
excelling  ftill  more  in  policy  than 
in  arms.  He  had  not  indeed  any 
tindlure  of  learning  ;  but  he  had 
fludied  mankind,  and  knew  them 
well,  under  all  difguifes ;  covering 
himfelf  with  a  deep  dilfimulation, 
where  it  was  neceflhry,  and  the 
more  dangerous  in  it  from  an 
appearance  of  opennefs,  heat,  and 
paffion  ;  imperious  and  abfolute, 
fo  as  to  endure  no  contradi&ion 
or  Hop  to  his  will,  when  he  had 

power 
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jpowpr  enough  to  enforce  obe¬ 
dience,  but  pliant  and  Toothing, 
when  he  wanted  that  power  :  in 
public  maintaining  his  majefty, 
not  only  with  ftate,  but  with 
pride  ;  yet  in  private,  among  his 
friends,  and  thofe  whom  he  ad¬ 
mitted  to  a  familiarity  with  him, 
eafy,  good-humoured,  and  often 
more  witty  than  is  proper  for  a 
king. 

His  perfon  was  difagreeable, 
and  his  elocution  ungraceful  :  not* 
withftanding  which  imperfedlions 
he  carried  all  points  he  had  at 
heart,  more  by  the  arts  of  in- 
finuation  and  addrefs  than  •  by 
force. 

Confidering  how  much  he  owed 
to  the  clergy  in  obtaining  his 
crown,  it  is  no  little  proof  of  un¬ 
common  abilities,  that  he  wore 
it  without  any  dependance  upon 
them,  and  entirely  ftibje£ted  their 
power  to  his  own.  But  not  con¬ 
tent  to  govern  the  church,  he  ty¬ 
rannized  over  it,  as  he  did  over 
the  ftate.  Nor  would  he  conftrain 
hirnfelf  to  that  outward  fhew  of 
reverence  for  ecclefiaftics,  which 
his  father  had  always  paid  to  them, 
even  while  he  oppreffed  them : 
and  this  was  certainly  one  prin¬ 
cipal  caufe,  why  the  monks,  who 
have  transmitted  his  character  to 
us,  accufe  him  fo  heavily  of  being 
irreligious.  That  all  the  ftrange 
ftories,  related  by  thofe  hiftorians, 
of  his  open  impiety,  are  ftriftly 
true,  it  is  hard  to  believe  ;  be- 
caufe  one  would  imagine  that  his 
good  fenfe  alone  mu  ft  have  taught 
him  fome  rerpe£t  for  the  forms  of 
religion,  in  an  age  which  de¬ 
manded  that,  and  demanded  no 
more.  Yet  though  the  charge 
may  have  been  aggravated,  it  was 
not  wholly  groundiefs.  His  mind 
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was  too  penetrating  not  to  fee  the 
depravity  of  what  was  then  called 
religion,  and  his '  heart  was  too 
corrupt  to  feek  for  a  better.  We 
are  told  indeed,  that,  in  a  dan¬ 
gerous  fit  of  ficknefs,  he  ex- 
preft  remorfe  for  the  offences  of 
his  paft  life,  and  promifed  amend¬ 
ment  ;  which  (hews  at  leaft  that 
he  had  in  him  no  fettled  principle 
of  abfolute  infidelity  :  but  he  had 
not  any  fuch  fteady  fentiments  of 
faith  or  piety,  as  could  be  a  re¬ 
ft  rain  t  on  his  pafiions.  So  that  the 
impreffions  made  in  his  illnefs  were 
foon  effaced  by  the  return  of  his 
health.  There  was  alfo  a  levity 
and  petulance  in  his  wit,  which 
often  gave  his  converfation  an  air 
of  profanenefs  beyond  what  he  fe- 
rioufly  thought  or  meant.  He 
paid  fo  little  refpe£t  to  the  oaths 
he  had  taken,  that  he  feemed  to 
confider  them  as  mere  forms  of 
ftate,  or  arts  which  policy  might 
employ  and  difpenfe  with  at  piea- 
fure.  All  his  vices  were  public, 
and  he  did  infinitely  more  harm 
by  the  bad  example  he  gave,  and 
the  indulgence  he  fhewed  to  the 
enormities  of  others,  than  bv  his 
own.  He  not  only  tolerated,  but 
encouraged  in  his  court,  and  (what 
was  yet  worfe)  in  his  army,  the 
moft  unbridled  profligacy  of  man¬ 
ners  ;  relaxing  all  difcipline,  civil 
or  military  ;  and  hardly  punifh- 
ing  any  crimes,  but  rebellions  and 
treafons  again  ft  himfelf,  or  the 
breach  of  the  foreft  laws,  which 
had  been  made  by  his  father,  and 
of  which  he  had  folemnly  pro¬ 
mifed  a  remiffion  to  his  fubje&s. 
Thefe  he  enforced  with  a  cruel 
rigour ;  but  other  offences  were 
either  winked  at,  or  the  offender 
bought  off  the  punifhment.  So 
that  the  mifery  of  England  was 

com- 
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complete  in  this  reign ;  for  the  na¬ 
tion  was  now  a  prey  to  licentiouf- 
nefs,  as  much  as  to  tyranny,  fuf- 
fering  at  once  the  diforders  of  anar¬ 
chy,  and  the  oppreffions  of  arbi¬ 
trary  power.  The  army  of  Wil¬ 
liam  the  Firft  had  been  under  the 
curb  of  a  ftridt  difcipline  $  but  that 
of  William  Rufus,  like  a  wild  beaft 
unchained,  was  let  loofe  to  in  fell 
his  peaceful  fubjedts.  The  young 
nobility  wete  bred  up  in  debauch¬ 
ery  ;  luxurious,  effeminate,  and 
guilty  even  of  lulls  which  nature 
abhors ;  defpifers  of  order,  law, 
morality,  and  no  lefs  proud  of  their 
vices  than  of  their  birth.  But  hap¬ 
pily  the  life  of  this  prince  was  too 
fhort  to  extend  the  corruption  to 
the  body  of  the  people  ;  and  there¬ 
fore  the  commonwealth  recovered 
again,  when  the  fucceeding  mo¬ 
narch  applied  to  it  fuch  remedies 
of  wholefome  feverity,  as  the  aif- 
tempers  contracted  by  it  required. 


Charafter  of  Louis  le  Gros,  From 
the  fame  * 

ON  the  firft  of  Auguft  in  the 
year  eleven  hundred  and 
thirty-leven,  died  at  Paris  Louis 
the  fixth,  furnamed  le  Gros,  from 
the  largenefs  and  corpulence  of  his 
perfon.  A  much  nobler  furname 
might  have  been  properly  given 
to  him  from  the  qualities  of  his 
mind  :  He  deferved  to  have  been 
called  the  Good,  or  the  Juft.  His 
whole  reign  was  pafied  in  conftant 
ftruggles  with  the  infolence,  the 
licentioufnefs,  and  the  tyranny  of 
his  nobles,  againft  whole  oppref¬ 
fions  he  royally  defended  his  peo¬ 
ple,  maintaining  his  laws  by  his 
arms,  and  permitting  no  crimes  to 
efcape  his  jultice.  Thus  far  he 


much  refembled  our  Henry  the 
firft  :  but  in  policy  he  was  not  al¬ 
ways  a  match  for  chat  king.  Yet 
he  defer ves  no  lefs  efteem  :  for  in 
goodnefs  of  heart  he  was  greatly 
his  fuperior,  and  had  fcarce  any 
equal  among  theprinces  who  reign¬ 
ed  in  his  days.  He  loft  his  health, 
and  at  laft  his  life,  by  the  fatigues 
he  fuftained,  in  befieging  caftle 
after  caftle,  where  any  flagitious 
or  turbulent  perfon  had  broken  or 
endangered  the  peace  of  his  realm. 
Abbot  Suger,  his  principal  minif- 
ter,  tells  us,  that  he  would  often 
lament  the  unhappy  condition  of 
human  life,  in  which  to  know 
much  and  aft  much  is  feldom  or 
never  in  our  power  together ;  ad¬ 
ding,  that  if  he  had  known  in  his 
youth,  what  he  knew  in  his  age,  or 
could  aft  in  his  age  with  the  fame 
vigour  as  he  did  in  his  youth,  he 
fhould  have  been  able  to  conquer 
many  kingdoms.  Yet  that  hdlo- 
rian  affirms,  that,  even  in  the  lat¬ 
ter  years  of  his  reign,  broken  as  he 
was  with  inceftant  toils,  and  heavy 
from  a  too  corpulent  habit  of  body, 
if  any  thing  happened  in  any  part 
of  his  kingdom,  by  which  the 
royal  majefty  was  hurt  or  offended, 
he  never  fuffered  it  to  go  unchaf- 
tifed.  His  dying  words  to  his  fon 
were  admirable.  “  Remember, 
Jaid  he ,  and  have  it  always  before 
your  eyes,  that  the  royal  authority 
is  a  public  charge,  of  which  you 
mull  render,  after  your  death,  a 
ftrnft  account. ”  In  the  year  eleven 
hundred  and  thirty-one  he  had  the 
misfortune  to  lofe  his  eldeft  fon 
Philip,  a  very  hopeful  youth  ; 
who,  while  he  was  riding  in  the 
luburbs  of  Paris,  was  thrown  down 
and  killed,  by  a  hog  running  fed- 
denly  under  the  feetNof  his  horfe. 
Theitrangenefs  of  the  accident  em¬ 
bittered 
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Littered  the  lofs,  and  put  the  for. 
titude  of  the  father  to  a  terrible 
proof :  but  he  bore  it  with  the  he- 
xoifm  of  a  good  chriftian  and  a 
great  king.  His  grief  did  not  hin¬ 
der  him  from  immediately  think¬ 
ing  of  the  moil  proper  meafures  to 
guard  his  people  and  family  again# 
the  ill  confequences  of  this  unhap¬ 
py  event.  For,  prefently  after¬ 
wards,  Innocent  the  fecond  hold¬ 
ing  a  general  council  at  Rheims, 
the  afHifted  monarch  brought  chi- 
ther  Louis,  his  fecond  fon,  who 
was  under  thirteen  years  old,  and 
caufed  him,  in  the  prefence  of  all 
the  affemhly,  to  be  anointed  and 
crowned  king  together  with  him- 
felf,  by  the  hands  of  the  pope,  «« in 
order  (fays  Soger)  to  prevent  the 
difturbances  which  other  competi¬ 
tors  for  the  crown  might  excite  :5> 
remarkable  words,  which  fhew  the 
reafon  of  the  practice  eftablifhed 
in  France  of  crowning  the  fon  du¬ 
ring  the  life  of  the  father,  and 
prove  that  a  regular  courfe  of  he¬ 
reditary  fucceffion  was  not  yet  ab- 
iblutely  fettled  in  that  kingdom, 
any  more  than  in  England. 


Character  and  death  of  Prince  Euf- 
tace ,  fon  to  King  Stephen ,  prom 
the  fame. 

EUSTACE,  who  had  col!e£led 
f  a  force  fuhicient  to  take  the 
field,  marched  out  from  Cam¬ 
bridge,  a  little  before  the  feaft  of 
St,  Laurence,  intending  to  join  the 
king,  his  father,  at  Ipfwich  ;  or  to 
attempt  fomething  himfelf  againft 
the  earl  of  Norfolk,  whofe  power 
in  thole  countries  was  Hill  very 
great.  When  he  came  to  St.  Ed- 
xnondVbury,  he  demanded  of  the 
monks  belonging  to  that  convent,, 
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a  fum  of  money,  to  pay  his  men  s 
but  not  obtaining  any  from  them, 
he  fell  into  a  furious  rage,  and  in- 
ftantly  leaving  their  houfe,  com¬ 
manded  his  ioldiers  who  were  in 
want  of  fubfiftence,  to  cut  down 
the  ripe  corn  ali  round  the  town, 
particularly  what  belonged  to  the 
abbey,  and  bringit  into  his  camp. 
He  had  fcarce  feen  this  order  exe¬ 
cuted,  when  he  was  feized  with  a 
burning  fever  and  frenzy,  of  which 
he  died  in  a  fhort  time.  It  may 
well  be  prefumed,  that  his  diftem- 
per  proceeded  from  the  violent 
agitation  his  mind  had  been  in, 
and  from  the  heat  of  the  weather, 
at  that  feaion  of  the  year  :  but  the 
monks  did  not  fail  to  fuppofe  that 
it  was  a  judgment  of  heaven  upon 
him,  for  having  facrifegioufty 
plundered  their  fields.  He  was  of 
a  character  to  make  his  lofs  re¬ 
gretted  by  none,  who  had  any  real 
concern  for  the  good  of  the  pub¬ 
lic.  Yet  his  nature  was  not  ut¬ 
terly  void  of  all  virtues;  but  it 
was  miferably  depraved  by  a  bad 
education.  He  had  been  bred, 
even  from  his  cradle,  a  mid  ft  the 
licentioufnefs,  cruelty,  and  impi¬ 
ety  of  a  long  civil  war ;  without 
proper  care,  in  thofe  to  whofe  tui¬ 
tion  his  youth  was  committed,  to 
preferve  him  from  the  contagion  of 
fuch  peftilent  times,  by  oppoling 
good  inftrudions  to  evil  examples. 
As  he  grew  up,  he  became  difio- 
lute,  fierce,  and  intra&abie.  A 
low  taile  of  pleafure  carried  him 
into  mean  company :  fo  that  he 
wafted  a  great  part  of  his  time 
with  buffoons,  and  ail  the]  feum  of 
a  Ioofe  court  or  diforderly  camp  ; 
which  vile  fociety  debafed  his 
mind,  and  corrupted  his  heart. 
Otherwife  he  might  have  been  ca¬ 
pable  of  doing  great  things ;  for 
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he  poflefted,  with  the  a&ivity  and 
courage  of  his  father,  a  more  de¬ 
termined  refolution  ;  and  difcover- 
ed,  in  the  earlieil  bloom  of  his 
youth,  fuch  talents  for  war,  as 
gained  the  admiration  even  of  the 
oldeft  commanders.  To  his  friends 
he  was  affable,  courteous,  and  li¬ 
beral  ;  but  his  bounty  was  too 
often  extended  to  perfons,  whofe 
only  merit  was  ferving  his  vices. 
Upon  the  whole,  he  fee  me  d  made 
to  perpetuate  the  mifchiefs,  that 
England  endured  under  the  reign 
of  his  father,  and  perhaps  to  en- 
creafe  them. 


Char  a  tier  of  King  Stephen,  From 
the  fame . 

THE  valour  of  this  king  was 
much  the  mo  ft  fhining  part 
of  his  chara&er.  In  the  field  of 
battle  he  was  a  hero,  though  every 
where  elfe  an  ordinary  man.  But 
even  his  military  abilities  were 
chiefly  confined  to  the  ufe  of  his 
fword  and  battle-axe.  The  extent 
of  his  genius  wlv-s  not  proportion¬ 
ed  to  a  great  jplan  of  action  ;  his 
forefight  was  mc'rt  and  imperfed, 
his  difcipline  loofe,  and  his  whole 
conduct  in  war  that  of  an  alert 
partifan,  rather  than  of  a  difcreet 
and  judicious  commander. 

He  had  in  his  nature  fome  ami¬ 
able  virtues,  as  generofity,  clemen¬ 
cy,  and  affability,  which  under  the 
direction  of  wifdom  and  juftice, 
would  have  given  him  a  place  a- 
mong  the  beft  of  our  kings  :  but 
for  want  of  thofe  lights  to  guide 
and  rule  them,  they  were  unwor¬ 
thily,  weakly,  and  hurtfully  em¬ 
ployed.  His  mind  was  very  active, 
and  always  pufhing  him  on  to  bold 
undertaking0,  in  which  he  feldom 


proved  fuccefsful  :  for  fetting  out 
wrong,  and  having  left  the  ftraight 
path  of  honour  and  virtue,  he  got 
into  a  labyrinth  of  perplexed  and 
crooked  meafures,  out  of  which  he 
never  afterwards  could  extricate 
himfelf,  either  with  reputation  or 
iafety. 

The  times,  and  circumfiances, 
in  which  he  was  placed,  required 
a  Heady,  calm,  and  refoluie  pru¬ 
dence  :  but  he  acted  only  by  Harts, 
and  from  the  violent  impulfe  of 
fome  prefent  paffion ;  always  too 
eager  for  the  objed  in  view,  and. 
yet  too  lightly  changing  his  courfe; 
too  warm  in  his  attachments,  and 
too  impetuous  in  his  refentments. 

The  guilt  of  his  ufurpation  was 
aggravated  by  perjury,  and  by  the 
blacked  ingratitude  to  his  unde,, 
King  Henry,  from  whom  he  had 
received  fach  obligations,  as,  to  a 
mind  endued  with  a  right  fenfe  of 
honour,  would  have  been  no  lefs 
binding  than  the  oaths  he  had 
taken.  This  was  a  fiain  on  his 
charader,  which  even  the  merit  of 
a  good  government  could  not  have 
effaced  :  but  his  was  fo  bad,  that 
it  might  have  expelled  a  lawful 
king  from  an  hereditary  throne. 
Indeed  the  weaknefs  of  his  tide,, 
and  the  too  great  obligations  he 
had  to  the  clergy  in  his  ele&ion, 
were  incumbrances  that  hung  very 
heavy  upon  him,  and  the  original 
caufes  of  all  his  troubles.  Yet 
againft  both  thefe  difficulties,  un- 
eafy  as  they  were,  he  might  have 
found  a  rCfource  in  the  affedion 
of  his  people.  Henry  the  firft,  ia 
the  beginning  of  his  reign,  was 
no  lefs  indebted  to  the  clergy  than 
he,  nor  was  his  title  more  clear  : 
notwithfianding  which  he  main¬ 
tained  himfelf  in  the  throne,  and 
kept  the  church  in  due  obedience, 

by 
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by  a  government  popular  without 
meannefs,  and  flrong  without  vio* 
lence.  But  bribes  and  a  Handing 
army  of  the  moll  odious  foreign 
mercenaries  were  the  wretched  fup- 
ports,  on  which  his  fuccefior  lean¬ 
ed,  to  lecure  a  precarious  and  un¬ 
natural  power.  Jnllead  of  gradu¬ 
ally  trying  to  fhake  off  the  fetters, 
which  the  church  had  impofed  up¬ 
on  him  at  his  acceffion  to  the  crown, 
by  the  proper  and  legal  affiftance 
of  parliament,  he  was  continually 
weakening  the  royal  authority,  by 
further  conceffions  to  the  bilhops, 
in  hopes  of  attaching  them  more 
firmly  to  his  interells  ;  and,  when 
he  ventured  to  quarrel  with  them, 
he  did  it  in  a  manner,  which  hurt 
the  privileges-  of  his  temporal  ba¬ 
rons  no  lei's  than  theirs,  and  made 
civil  liberty  appear  to  be  interefted 
in  their  defence.  Thus  he  dellroyed 
the  only  ground  upon  which  he 
could  Hand,  and  changed  the  na¬ 
ture  of  the  queltion  between  him 
and  Matilda,  making  her  caufe, 
and  her -Ton's,  the  caufe  of  the  na¬ 
tion,  in  Head  of  a  perfonal  claim  of 
inheritance. 

His  private  life  was  better  by 
far  than  his  public  condud.  He 
was  a  good  hufband  and  kind  fa¬ 
ther:  but  to  his  children,  as  well 
as  to  his  friends,  he  was  too  kind, 
and  took  no  care  to  rellrain  the 
vices  of  their  youth  ;  a  fault, 
which  is  indeed  very  blameable  in 
a  king,  becaufe  of  the  inifchiefs 
it  may  afterwards  bring  upon  his 
people. 

He  was  remarkably  free  from 
fuperftition ;  a  merit  uncommon 
in  that  ignorant  age,  and  feeming 
to  indicate  a  ilrength  of  under- 
Handing,  which  did  not  belong  to 
him  in  a i\y  other  refpe&s.  There 


is  a  Hrange  inconfiflency  in  bumaa 
nature  !  The  greateft  minds  often 
fall  into  weaknefles,  which  the 
lowell  would  be  afhamed  of ;  and 
perfons  of  mean  parts  are  exempt 
from  certain  follies,  which  very 
wife  ones  are  enfiaved  to  !  Nor  did 
this  fuperiority  in  Stephen  produce 
fuch  effeds  on  his  government,  as 
might  have  been  naturally  exped- 
ed  from  it.  The  weakeft  bigot 
that  ever  reigned  could  not  have 
facrificed  more  of  the  rights  of  the 
Hate  to  a  falfe  fenfe  of  religion, 
than  he  did  to  falfe  notions  of  in- 
terefi  and  ambition. 

Confidering  him  in  the  moH  fa¬ 
vourable  light,  we  fiiall  find  him 
unfit  for  a  throne.  If  he  had  been 
only  an  earl  of  Montagne  and 
Boulogne,  he  might,  perhaps,  by 
his  courage,  liberality,  and  good¬ 
nature,  have  fupported  that  rank 
with  a  very  fair  reputation.  But 
no  great  idea  can  be  formed  of  a 
monarch,  whofe  whole  condud 1 
broke  every  rule  of  good  and  true 
policy :  who  having  gained  his 
crown  by  the  love  of  the  nation, 
governed  by  foreign  miniflers,  and 
foreign  arms ;  yet,  at  the  fame 
time,  gave  way  to  innovations 
which  rendered  his  fubjeds  formi¬ 
dable  to  him  ;  then,  by  ail  the 
means  of  abfolute  defpotifrn,  with¬ 
out  regard  to  law  or  juilice,  en¬ 
deavoured  to  fubdue  the  power  he 
had  ra.fed  ;  and  after  having  made 
his  whole  reign  a  long  civil  war, 
purchafed  at  laH  a  difhonourable 
and  joylefs  peace,  by  excluding 
his  fon  from  the  fuccefiion  to  the 
crown,  adopting  his  enemy,  and 
leaving  himfelf  little  more  than 
the  vain  pageantry  and  name  of 
a  king. 


Character 
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CharaSler  of  Siward  t  Earl  of  Nor¬ 
thumberland.  From  the  fame . 

TH  E  Englifhman,  whom 
William  the  Firft  trulled 
and  favoured  moft,  was  Waltheof, 
eldeft  fon  to  Siward  earl  of  Nor¬ 
thumberland,  famous  for  his  vic¬ 
tory  over  the  tyrant  of  Scotland, 
Macbeth. 

This  Siward  was  one  of  the  moft 
extraordinary  men  who  lived  in 
thofe  times.  H.  of  Huntington 
fays,  he  was  almoft  a  giant  in  11a- 
ture,  and  had  llrength  of  mind 
not  inferior  to  that  of  his  body.  In 
the  battle  againft  Macbeth  he  loft 
his  fon,  and  we  are  told,  that,  when 
he  was  informed  of  his  death,  he 
alked  the  meffenger,  “Whether  he 
“  had  received  the  mortal  wound 
“  before  or  behind  V*  Being  an- 
fwered,  that  “  it  was  before/'  he 
faid  ;  “  I  greatly  rejoice  ;  for  I 
“  efteem  no  other  death  worthy  of 
“  me,  or  my  fon.”  Another  writer 
relates,  that,  feeling  himfelf  ready 
to  expire  from  the  violence  of  a 
bloody  flux, he  faid,  “Itwasafhame 
“  for  a  warrior,  who  had  ineffe&u- 
“  ally  fought  death  in  fo  many  bat- 
“  ties,  to  die  now  like  a  bead,” 
and  therefore  he  commanded  his 
fervants  to  cloath  him  in  a  com¬ 
plete  fuit  of  armour,  took  his  battle- 
axe  in  his  right  hand,  his  fhield  in 
his  left,  and  in  that  martial  habit 
and  pofture  gave  up  the  ghoft. 

This  was  exadtly  in  theipirit  of 
the  ancient  Goths  or  Celts  :  and 
one  fhould  have  thought  that  a 
great  kingdom,  the  nobility  of 
which  had  thefe  fentiments,  was  in 
no  danger  of  being  conquered  a 
few  years  afterwards,  by  foreign 
arms.  The  fon  of  Siward,  Earl 
Waltheof,  did  not  degenerate  from 
his  father :  nor  was  Hereward  in- 
Vol.  X. 
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ferior  to  either  of  them  in  valour. 
But  no  force  of  magnanimity  or 
natural  courage  in  a  nation  can 
enable  it  to  refill:  a  fuperior  difci- 
pline,  and  a  greater  full  in  the  art 
of  war,. 


Charatter  of  Henry  the  Second .  From 
the  fame . 

SOME  monarchs,  great  in  war, 
or  while  they  are  ftruggling 
with  the  llorms  of  adverfity,  link, 
in  tranquillity,  into  an  effeminate 
and  negligent  indolence,  which 
feems  to  unnerve  all  the  vigour  of 
their  minds.  But  Henry  Planta- 
genet  was  not  one  of  thofe.  Peace 
did  not  lay  his  virtues  afleep  ;  it 
only  gave  them  a  different  exercife. 
His  courage  and  magnanimity  were 
then  exerted  in  correcting  the  a- 
bufes  of  government,  and  bringing 
the  flate  of  the  whole  kingdom  as 
near  to  perfection  as  the  times 
would  permit.  How  far  he  had 
gone,  before,  in  this  arduous  work, 
the  reader  feen.  But  a  wife 
prince  will  never  think  of  endea¬ 
vouring  to  reform  all  evils  at  once  ; 
much  lefs  fuch  as  are  covered  un¬ 
der  refpeCtable  names.  Where  he 
has  not  only  faCtion  but  prejudice 
to  contend  with,  he  will  proceed 
with  great  caution,  wait  for  pro¬ 
per  feafons,  and  be  fure,  by  other 
trials,  that  his  authority  is  too 
ftrong  to  be  eafily  baffled  Nay, 
he  will  be  patient  till  he  has 
brought  the  voice  of  the  public  to 
declare  itfelf  loudly  in  favour  of 
the  reformation  he  meditates.  Hen* 
ry  did  thus,  with  regard  to  the  in¬ 
dependency  on  the  civil  power, 
which,  in  Stephen's  reign,  the 
Englifh  clergy  had  arrogated  to 
themfelves,  and  ftill  continued  to 
C  claim. 
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claim.  Bat  before  I  enter  upon 
this  fubjeft,  I  think  it  will  be  pro¬ 
per  to  give  fome  account  of  him  in 
thofe  parts  of  his  chara&er,  which 
make  us  acquainted  with  tbe?nan  as 
well  as  the  king.  I  fha.ll  alfo  deli¬ 
neate  a  fhcrt  fketch  of  the  cufioms 
and  manners  of  the  nation,  and  en¬ 
deavour  to  fupply  whatsoever  is 
wanting:  for  the  information  of  the 
reader,  in  the  civil  and  political 
fiate  of  the  kingdom. 

The  perfon  of  Henry  was  maf- 
culine  and  robuft,  excelling  rather 
in  ftreogth  of  limbs  and  dignity  of 
afpedt,  than  in  delicate  or  exadt 
proportions  of  beauty.  Yet  his 
features  were  good  ;  and,  when  his 
mind  was  ferene,  there  was  in  his 
eyes  a  great  fweetnefs  ;  but,  when 
he  was  angry,  they  feemed  to  fpar- 
kle  with  fire,  and  dart  out  flaihes 
of  lightning,  fays  Peter  of  Blois, 
in  a  defcription  he  gives  of  him  to 
the  archbifiiop  of  Palermo.  This 
paffionate  temper,  which  fhewed 
itfelf  in  his  countenance  by  fuch 
vifible  marks,  was  his  greateft  im- 
perfection  :  for,  upon  any  fudden 
provocation,  he  could  not  com¬ 
mand  the  firfb  motions  of  his  rage, 
though  at  other  times  he  polfelled 
an  extraordinary  degree  of  pru¬ 
dence  and  judgment.  Neverthelefs 
this  infirmity  never  betrayed  him 
into  furious  or  cruel  adtions  ;  but 
only  broke  out  in  words  or  gef- 
tures  :  nor  did  his  anger  long  con¬ 
tinue;  and,  when  he  was  cool,  his 
difpofition  and  behaviour  were 
gentle  and  humane.  He  was  ten¬ 
derly  companionate  to  all  pCrfons 
in  difirefs  ;  and  his  good  ceconomy 
feemed  to  be  chiefly  employed  in 
providing  an  ample  fund  for  his 
charity  and  bounty.  Befides  what 
he  laid  out  in  adts  of  munificence 
©ccafionally  done,  fome  of  which 


were  the  greateft  we  read  of  in  oar 
hifiory,  he  affigned  the  tenth  part 
of  the  provifions  of  his  houlhold, 
to  be  conftantly  given  in  daily  alms 
to  the  poor.  His  treafures  were 
ever  open  to  all  men  of  merit ;  but 
he  was  particularly  liberal  in  his 
prefents  to  Grangers,  who  came  to 
vifit  his  court ;  as  many  did  from 
all  the  nations  in  Europe,  drawn 
by  his  fame,  which  was  every 
where  high  and  illuftrious.  Giral- 
dus  Cambrenfis,  a  writer  of  confi- 
derable  note  in  thofe  days;  fpeaks 
of  him  with  fome  degree  of  cen- 
fure  on  this  account  ;  as  if  his  hav¬ 
ing  been  fo  lavifii  to  foreigners  was 
a  detriment  to  his  fervants  and  do- 
meflic  attendants,  who  were  better 
entitled  to  his  gifts.  But  very  lit¬ 
tle  regard  is  due  to  that  author  in 
what  he  fays  againft  Henry,  to¬ 
wards  whom  he  was  foured,  not 
only  by  his  prejudices  as  an  eccle- 
fiafiic,  but  by  having  been  dif- 
appointed  in  his  hopes  of  promo¬ 
tion  to  the  fee  of  St.  David’s, 
which  I  fhall  have  occafion  to  fay 
more  of  hereafter.  Elis  malignity 
appears  very  firong  in  this  in  fiance  : 
for  furely  that  prince  deferved  no 
blame,  but  rather  much  commen¬ 
dation,  for  this  part  of  his  conduct. 
A  generous  hofpitality  is  not  the 
leaft  of  royal  virtues.  Jt  does  ho¬ 
nour  to  a  nation,  and  is  attended 
with  many  political  benefits:  for 
guefts,  who  have  been  obliged  by 
favours  conferred  upon  them  in  a 
foreign  court,  return  home  thepar- 
tizans  and  friends  of  that  court, 
and  often  ferye  it  more  ufefully 
than  its  own  minifiers.  Nor  can 
there  be  a  more  fhameful  weaknefs 
in  a  king,  than,  the  allowing  his 
courtiers  to  confider  his  wealth  as 
a  part  of  their  property.  Henry 
was  too  wife  to  encourage  fuch  a 
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notion.  He  did  not  fa  Her  thofe 
about  him  to  confine  either  his 
purfe  or  his  ear  to  themfelves.  As 
his  own  judgment  directed  the 
courfe  of  his  bounty,  fo  his  affa¬ 
bility  extended  itfelf  even  to  the 
meaneft  of  his  fubje&s  :  infomuch 
that  his  minifters  muft  have  found 
it  a  very  difficult  matter  to  conceal 
from  him  any  truth,  which  it  was 
ufeful  for  him  to  know.  But, 
though  his  ears  were  always  open 
to  information  or  complaint,  his 
heart  was  fhut  againft  calumny  : 
nor  did  any  good  fervant,  through 
the  whole  courfe  of  his  long  reign, 
fufrer  any  lofs  of  favour  or  credit, 
by  the  fecret  whifpers  of  malice, 
or  the  vain  and  groundlefs  clamour 
of  popular  rumours.  Ke  was  fo 
conftant  in  his  friendfhips,  and 
chofe  his  minifters  with  fuch  dif- 
cretion,  that  not  one  of  thofe  whom 
he  principally  trufted  was  ever  dif- 
graced  ;  except  only  Becket,  who 
rather  quitted,  than  loft,  the  place 
he  had  gained  in  his  heart.  The 
perfons  who  are  moft  fteady  in  their 
attachments  are  generally  moft  apt 
to  retain  their  averfions :  and  I  find 
it  obferved  in  the  charader  of  this 
prince,  that  whom  he  once  hated 
he  could  hardly  be  perfuaded  to 
admit  any  more  to  a  fhare  of  his 
favour  ;  but  it  does  not  appear  that 
he  ever  hated  without  a  fufficient 
caufe.  With  what  a  generous  cle¬ 
mency  he  pardoned  rebellions,  and 
other  offences  committed  againft 
himfelf,  fome  remarkable  inftances 
have  already  been  given,  and  more 
will  occur  in  the  latter  parts  of 
this  hiftory:  but  there  is  one  which 
it  is  proper  to  take  notice  of  here, 
as  it  will  not  fall  in  with  the  fe- 
ries  of  events  related  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  books. 

Some  gentlemen  of  his  court  be¬ 


ing  accufed,  in  his  prefence,  of 
having,  at  the  fuggeftion  of  the 
biffiop  of  Worcefter,  talked  of  him 
indecently  and  to  his  difhonour, 
they  did  not  deny  the  words  which 
were  laid  to  their  charge,  but  al* 
ledged  that  they  were  fpoken  when 
their  minds'were  heated  anddifor- 
dered  with  wine.  On  this  apolo¬ 
gy,  he  aifmifled  them  all  without 
any  punifhment,  and  retained  no 
unkindnefs  towards  them  or  the 
bifhop  :  an  admirable  proof  of  true 
magnanimity,  and  fuch  as  is  fouhd 
in  few  princes !  for  even  the  beft  « 
are  fometimes  more  angry  at  any 
liberty  taken  with  their  perfons, 
than  at  an  a 61  of  high  treafon  a- 
gainft  their  crown.  But  Henry’s 
good-nature  got  the  better  of  his 
pride  ;  and  he  was  fo  wife  as  to 
know,  that  his  charader  would 
gain  more  by  this  moderation,  than 
it  could  fuffer  by  any  injurious  af- 
perfions.  Nor  would  he  encourage 
the  bafenefs  and  malignity  of  in¬ 
formers,  who  endeavour  to  recom¬ 
mend  themfelves  to  the  favour  of 
a  prince,  by  bringing  to  his  ear  the 
unweighed  expreffions  of  men  in 
their  hours  of  freedom  :  a  pradiee 
as  pernicious  to  the  quiet  of  the 
fovereign  as  to  the  fecurity  of  the 
fubjed.  Henry’s  behaviour  on 
this  occafion  effedftally  delivered 
his  court  from  that  peft,  and  ren¬ 
dered  the  air  of  it  pure  and  health¬ 
ful  to  liberty. 

Of  the  piety  of  this  prince  we 
have  a  remarkable  teftimony  from 
William  Fitz-Stephen,  a  contem¬ 
porary  writer  of  Becket’s  life.  He 
tells  us,  that  the  king  would  fome¬ 
times  watch  with  the  monks  of 
Merton-abbey  three  nights  before 
Eafter:  and  that,  after  the  even¬ 
ing  fervice  on  Good  Friday,  he 
was  accuftomed  to  fpend  the  re- 
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reminder  of  the  night*  till  the  hour 
of  nine,  when  the  fervice  of  Eader 
eve  begins,  in  walking  on  foot,  and 
muffled  up  in  a  cowl,  with  only- 
one  companion,  to  vifit  all  the 
poor  churches  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood,  and  perform  his  devotions  in 
them.  The  ferious  fenfe  of  reli¬ 
gion,  which  thefe  practices  feem  to 
indicate,  however  tindtured  with  a 
degree  of  innocent  fu perdition,  de- 
ferves  great  praife  ;  and  more  efpe- 
cially  in  a  monarch,  who  with  fo 
much  fpirit  oppofed  the  encroach¬ 
ments  of  the  church  on  the  tem¬ 
poral  rights  of  the  date. 

No  gentleman  of  that  age  excel¬ 
led  him  in  politenefs,  or  had  a 
more  becoming  and  agreeable  man? 
ner  of  converfmg  with  all  who  ap¬ 
proached  him.  Elis  wit  was  very 
lively,  but  neither  petulant,  nor 
ill-natured:  fo  that  it  made  him 
no  enemies,  nor  ever  let  down  the 
dignity  of  his  charadler.  E!e  had 
alfo  the  advantage  of  a  wonderful 
memory,  and  a  great  flow  of  natu¬ 
ral  eloquence  ;  which  happy  en¬ 
dowments  he  improved  by  a  conti¬ 
nual  application  to  learning.  For 
he  was  not  content  (as  princes 
ufually  are)  with  the  rudiments  ac¬ 
quired  in  his  childhood  ;  but  con- 
ftantly  employed  a  great  part  of  his 
leifure  in  fecret  Audy,  or  in  aflem- 
blies  of  clergymen,  with  whom  he 
delighted  to  reafon  and  hear  their 
opinions,  on  points  of  literature 
and  fcience.  His  daily  fchool  (fays 
Peter  of  Blais)  was  the  converfa- 
tion  of  the  mod  learned  men,  and 
a  kind  of  academical  difeuflion  of 
quedions. 

With  his  intimate  friends  he 
lived  in  the  moil  gracious  and  eafy 
familiarity,  particularly  with  Beck- 
et,  to  whofe  houfe  and  table  he 
would  frequently  come  uninvited 


and  unexpe&ed.  (t  After  they  had 
“  finifhed  their  ferious  affairs,  they 
“  played  together,”  fays  a  writer 
of  Becket’s  life,  “  like  two  boys 
“  of  the  fame  age.”  The  king’s 
good  humour  feems  indeed  to  have 
been  fometimes  “  too  playful,  in. 
e<  the  eye  of  the  public.”  But 
the  notions  of  decorum  were  not 
In  thofe  times  fo  high  and  rigid 
as  now :  nor  could  the  military- 
life,  then  led  by  our  monarchs, 
be  rendered  confident  with  alJ  that 
pride  of  royal  date,  which  the 
forms  of  a  fettled  court  are  thought 
to  require.  Indeed  any  king  may 
fafely  and  amiably  dived  himfelf 
of  his  majedy,  in  hours  of  recrea¬ 
tion,  if  he  knows  how  to  keep  it 
up,  on  proper  occafions ;  and  if 
thofe  companions,  whom  he  chufes 
to  unbend  himfelf  with,  are  neither 
fo  mean,  nor  fo  vicious,  as  by  their 
intimacy  todifhonour  and  leflen  his 
character.  Henry  fported  with  his 
chancellor,  and  with  the  nobility 
of  his  court:  but  it  does  not  ap¬ 
pear  that  he  ever  contaminated 
himfelf  with  the  low  fociety  of 
buffoons,  or  any  of  thofe  who  find 
accefs  to  the  leifure  hours  of  prin¬ 
ces,  by  minidring  to  their  vices, 
or  foothing  their  follies. 

His  favourite  diverfion  was 
hunting  ;  in  which  he  followed 
the  cudoms  of  his  ancedors,  and 
more  efpecially  of  the  Normans, 
who  took  a  pride  in  this  exercife, 
as  indicating  a  manly  temper  of 
mind,  and  forming  the  body  to  the 
toils  and  hardfflips  of  war.  We 
are  told  by  his  preceptor,  Peter  of 
Blois,  that  when  he  was  not  read¬ 
ing,  or  at  council,  he  had  always 
in  his  hands  a  fword,  or  a  hunting 
fpear,  or  a  bow  and  arrows.  The 
hunting  fpear  was  ufed  againd  wild 
boars,  which  were  then  in  our  fo- 
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yells,  and  adding  greatly  to  the 
danger  added  all'o  to  the  honour  of 
this  recreation.  Henry  rofe  by 
break  of  day,  purfued  the  chace  till 
evening  with  unabated  ardour,  and 
when  he  came  home,  though  all  his 
fervants  were  tired  with  following 
him,  he  would  not  fit  down  ;  but 
was  always  on  his  feet,  except  at 
his  meals,  which  he  ufually  made 
very  fhort.  Even  while  he  was 
confulting  on  bulinefs  with  his  mi- 
nifters,  he  hood,  or  walked.  Thus 
he  kept  down  a  difpofition  to  cor¬ 
pulency  which  would  have  other- 
wife  incommoded  him,  and  pre- 
ferved  the  alacrity  of  youth  to  old 
age.  From  the  continual  habit  of 
exercife  he  was  fo  indefatigable, 
that  he  would  perform  in  one  day 
(if  occalion  required  it)  a  journey 
of  three  or  four  to  an  ordinary  tra¬ 
veller  ;  by  which  expedition  he 
often  came  unexpectedly  upon  his 
enemies,  difconcerted  the  meafures 
that  were  taken  againlt  him,  and 
crufhed  the  firft  motions  to  rebel¬ 
lion  or  fedition,  even  in  the  moil: 
diltant  parts  of  all  the  feveral  hates 
that  were  under  his  government. 
The  frequent  progreffes  he  made 
about  England  have  already  been 
mentioned.  They  were  very  be¬ 
neficial  to  his  people  ;  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  the  laws,  the  good  order 
of  cities,  the  improvement  of  agri¬ 
culture,  manufactures,  and  trade, 
being  thus  under  his  own  immedi¬ 
ate  infpeCtion.  He  was  the  foul 
of  his  kingdom,  pervading  every 
part  of  it,  and  animating  the  whole 
with  his  aCtive  vivacity.  Nor  were 
his  cares  for  the  public  interrupted 
by  luxury,  or  the  powers  of  his  mind 
difordered  or  enfeebled  by  excefs. 
He  was  conhantly  fober,  and  often 
abhemious  both  in  eating  and 
drinking.  His  table  was  frugal. 


his  diet  plain,  and  in  his  drefs  he 
afieCted  the  utmoft  hmplicity,  dif- 
liking  all  ornaments,  which  might 
encumber  him  and  hinder  his  ex¬ 
ercife,  or  Ihew  an  effeminate  re¬ 
gard  to  his  perfon.  Yet  this  did 
not  proceed  from  inattention  to 
women.  He  was  but  too  fenfible 
of  the  power  of  their  attractions, 
and  too  defirous  to  pleafe  them, 
even  to  the  end  of  his  life. 


Character  of  the  Emprefs  Matilda . 
From  the  fame . 

HILE  Henry  was  employed 
in  fuppreffing  this  revolt,  he 
received  an  account  of  the  death 
of  his  mother  Matilda,  the  greateft 
lady  that  Europe  had  ever  feen, 
emprefs  of  Germany  by  her  firft 
marriage,  countefs  of  Anjou,  Tou- 
raine,  and  Maine,  by  her  fecond, 
and,  by  the  will  of  her  father  con¬ 
firming  her  claim  from  hereditary 
right,  duchefs  of  Normandy  and 
queen  of  England.  Yet  fhe  was 
more  truly  great  in  the  latter  part 
of  her  life,  when  Ihe  aCted  only  as 
a  fubjeCt  under  the  reign  of  her 
fon,  than  at  the  time  when  fhe  be¬ 
held  king  Stephen  her  prifoner,  and 
England  at  her  feet.  The  violence 
of  her  temper  and  pride,  inflamed 
by  luccefs,  had  then  dilhonoured 
her  chara&er,  and  made  her  appear 
to  her  friends,  as  well  as  to  her 
enemies,  unworthy  of  the  dominion 
to  which  fhe  was  exalted  :  but 
from  the  inftruCHons  of  adverfity, 
age,  and  refleClion,  lhe  learned  the 
virtues  lhe  moft  wanted,  modera¬ 
tion  and  mildnefs.  1  hefe,  joined 
to  the  elevation  and  vigour  of  her 
mind,  wherein  fhe  had  always  fur- 
paffed  her  fex,  enabled  her  to  be¬ 
come  a  moft  ufeful  counfellor  and 
minifter  to  her  fon,  in  the  affairs  of 
C  3  his 
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his  government,  which,  for  fomc 
time  pad,  had  been  her  foie  ambi¬ 
tion.  There  is  not  in  all  hiftory 
another  example  of  a  woman  who 
had  poffefied  fuch  high  dignities,  and 
encountered  fuch  perils  for  the  fake 
of  maintaining  her  power,  being 
afterwards  content  to  give  it  up, 
and,  without  forfaking  the  world, 
to  live  quietly  in  it;  neither  mix¬ 
ing  in  cabals  againd  the  date,  nor 
afpiring  to  rule  it  beyond  that  li¬ 
mited  province,  which  was  parti¬ 
cularly  affigned  to  her  adminiftra- 
tion  !  Such  a  conduit  was  merito¬ 
rious  in  the  highed  degree,  and 
more  than  atoned  for  all  the  errors 
of  her  former  behaviour. 


Character  of  Sir  Philip  Sidney ,  with 
a  comparifon  between  him  and  the 
celebrated  chevalier  Bayard.  From 
the  jame . 

I  Will  add,  that  the  two  lad,  who 
appear  to  have  falhioned  them- 
helves  upon  the  model  of  chivalry, 
and  to  have  poflelfed  in  perfection 
all  the  virtues  of  their  order,  were, 
in  France,  the  chevalier  Bayard, 
and,  in  England,  Sir  Philip  Sidney. 

In  valour,  courtefy,  generality, 
and  a  high  and  noble  fenfe  of  ho¬ 
nour,  the  peculiar  virtues  of  chi¬ 
valry,  thefe  two  knights  may  be 
well  compared  together  ;  but  Sir 
Philip  Sidney’s  character,  upon  the 
whole,  is  muchfuperior  to  Bayard’s, 
becaufe  he  not  only  excelled  in  wit 
and  learning,  but  was  alfo  endow¬ 
ed  with  great  talents  and  abilities 
for  date  affairs,  as  we  know  from 
the  tedimonv  of  the  greated  datef- 
man  of  that  age,  William  prince  of 
Orange,  who  fent  this  meffage  to 
Queen  Elizabeth  by  Sir  Fulk  Gre- 
villp,  “  that  (in  his  judgment)  her 
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f<  majejly  had  one  of  the  ripeft  and 
“  greatef  counfellors  of  fate  in  Sir 
Ci  Philip  Sidney  that  then  lived  in 
te  Europe ,  to  the  trial  of  which  he 
tc  was  pleafed  to  leave  his  own 
“  credit  engaged,  until  her  majedy 
“  might  pleafe  to  employ  this  gen- 
e<  tleman  either  amongd  her  friends 
“  or  enemies.” 

The  credit  of  the  prince  of 
Orange,  wants  no  fupport  ;  but  I 
will  add,  from  the  fame  author.  Sir 
Fulk  Greville,  the  tertimony  of 
the  earl  of  Leiceder,  who  faid  to 
Sir  Fulk,  “  that  when  he  under- 
“  took  the  government  of  the  Low- 
“  countries  he  carried  his  nephew 
“  (Sir  Philip  Sidney)  over  with 
“  him,  as  one  amongd  the  red  ; 
tc  not  only  defpifing  his  youth  for 
tf  a  counfellor,  but  withal  bearing 
<f  a  hand  over  him  as  a  forward 
ce  young  man.  Notwithdanding, 
*e  in  fhcrt  time  he  faw  this  fun  fo 
<c  rifen  above  his  horifon ,  that  both 
tf  he  and  all  his  fars  were  glad  to 
<(  fetch  light  from  him .  And  in. 
“  the  end  acknowledged,  that  he 
“  held  up  the  honour  of  his  cajual 
“  authority  by  him  whilf  he  lived , 
ts  and  found  reafon  to  withdraw 
(t  himfelf  from  that  burden  after  his 
t(  death .”  But  led  this  praile  might 
be  fufpedted  as  coming  from  a 
relation,  Sir  Fulk  fays  further  : 
“  In  what  extraordinary  edimation 
(t  his  worth  was,  even  amongd  ene- 
“  mies,  will  appear  by  his  death  : 
ft  when  Mendoza,  a  Jecretary  of 
“  many  treafons  againfi  us,  acknovv- 
“  ledged  openly,  that,  howfever  he 
tc  was  glad  King  Philip ,  his  nu  fer, 
“  had  lof  in  a  private  gen: leman  a 
“  danger  uus  enemy  to  his  fate  ;  yet 
t(  he  could  not  but  lament  to  fee  Chrif- 
ts  tendom  deprived  oj  fo  rare  a  light 
tc  in  theje  cloudy  ti?nes ,  and  bewail 
“  poor  Widow  England  (fo  he  term - 

s-  ed 
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if  edher)  that ,  having  been  many 
(i  years  in  breeding  one  eminent  Jpi- 
et  rit ,  was  in  a  moment  bereaved  of 
tc  him  by  the  hands  of  a  villain  ” 
(or  low  common  foldier ;  for  that  is 
the  meaning  of  the  word  villain  in 
this  place.) 

We  may  therefore  conclude, 
that,  in  the  faculties  of  his  mind. 
Sir  Philip  Sidney  rofe  above  the 
highefl:  pitch  of  knightly  accom- 
plifhments,  and  was  not  only  “  un 
“  Chevalier  fans  peur  et  fans  re- 
(c  proche,”  but  fit  foi  the  greateft 
offices  of  date  and  government.  It 
fee  ms  indeed  no  lefs  difhonourabie 
to  the  memory  of  Queen  Elizabeth, 
that  (he  fhould  have  let  fuch  a  fpi- 
rit  and  fuch  talents  as  his  remain 
fo  long  unemployed,  than  that  die 
diould  have  truded  fo  much  of  her 
mod  arduous  bufinefs  to  her  un¬ 
worthy  favourite  the  earl  of  Lei- 
ceder.  As  for  the  Chevalier  Bay¬ 
ard,  he  does  not  appear  to  have 
had  any  extraordinary  parts,  or  to 
have  been  ranked  among  ihefatef- 
• men  of  the  times  in  which  he  lived : 
nor  had  he  any  fuperior  degree  of 
knowledge,  to  didinguifh  him 
much  from  the  ignorant  nobility 
of  his  country  :  whereas  Sir  Philip 
had  acquired  fuch  a  reputation  for 
fcience  and  tade  in  the  fine  arts, 
that  (to  ufe  the  words  of  the  above- 
mentioned  author)  “  the  univerfi- 
“  ties  abroad  and  at  home  account- 
“  ed  him  a  general  Maecenas  of 
Cf  learning  ;  dedicated  their  books 
fe  to  him,  and  communicated  eve- 
“  ry  invention  or  improvement  of 
“  knowledge  with  him.  There 
et  was  not  a  cunning  painter,  a 
“  Ikilful  engineer,  an  excellent 
ct  mufician,  or  any  other  artificer 
“  of  extraordinary  fame,  that  made 
<f  not  himfelf  known  to  this  fa- 

mous  fpirit,  and  found  him  his 
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te  true  friend  without  hire,  and 
“  the  common  rendezvous  of  worth 
(e  in  his  time.”  Since  I  wrote 
this,  the  public  has  been  enter¬ 
tained  with  the  life  of  a  very  extra¬ 
ordinary  man,  the  Lord  Herbert 
of  Cherbury,  written  by  himfelf 
from  which  he  appears  to  have 
been  as  ftrongly  polleffed  with  the 
high  fpirit  of  chivalry  as  Sir  Philip 
Sidney,  and  was  alfo  a  man  of 
parts  and  learning.  But  he  feems 
to  have  had  weakned’es  and  defedis 
in  his  charadler  arifmg  chiefly 
from  vanity,  which  are  not  to  be 
found  in  Sidney,  none  of  whofe 
adlions  were  improper,  and  much 
lefs  were  they  ridiculous.  Yet  it 
mud  be  owned,  if  thefe  gentlemen 
are  compared  as  writers ,  that  Lord 
Herbert’s  Hiftory  of  King  Henry 
the  Eighth  is  fuperior  upon  the 
whole  to  any  work  of  Sir  Philip 
Sidney. 


ffhe  following  curious  particulars 
of  Jome  remote  nations  and  tribes 
of  Tartars,  who  are  but  little 
known ,  and  even  their  names  fel - 
dom  heard  of  in  Europe ,  are  ex¬ 
truded  from  the  travels  of  John 
Bell  of  Antermoney  ;  and  we  doubt 
not  will  be  pleafng  to  many  of 
cur  readers. 

Of  the  Kalmucks . 

^'g"AHE  author  being  at  Cazan, 
JL  fays,  after  dinner  a  party  of 
us  croffed  the  river  to  viiit  a  great 
horfe- market,  held  by  the  Kal¬ 
muck  Tartars  ;  we  favv  about  five 
or  fix  hundred  of  thefe  people,  af- 
fembled  in  a  field,  with  a  number 
of  horfes  all  running  loofe,  except 
thefe  on  which  the  Tartars' were 
C  4  counted 
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mounted.  The  buyers  came  from 
different  parts  of  Ru  Hi  a.  The  Tar¬ 
tars  had  their  tents  pitched  along 
the  river  fide.  Thefe  tents  are  of 
a  conical  figure  ;  there  are  feveral 
Jong  poles  erected  inclining  to 
one  another,  which  are  fixed  at 
the  top  into  fomething  like  a 
hoop,  that  forms  the  circumfer¬ 
ence  of  an  aperture  for  letting  out 
the  fmoak,  or  admitting  the  light ; 
acrofs  the  poles  are  laid  fome  fmall 
rods,vfrom  four  to  fix  feet  long, 
and  faftened  to  them  with  thongs : 
this  frame  is  covered  with  pieces 
of  felt,  made  of  coarfe  wool  and 
hair.  Thefe  tents  afford  better 
fhelter  than  any  other  kind,  and 
are  fo  contrived  as  to  be  fet  up, 
taken  down,  folded  and  packed  up 
with  great  eafe  and  quicknefs,  and 
fo  light  that  a  camel  may  carry 
five  or  fix  of  them.  Where  the  chan 
or  any  perfon  of  character  refides, 
they  are  placed  in  flrait  lines. 
Thefe  Tartars  are  flrong  made, 
flout  men,  their  faces  broad,  nofes 
fiattifh,  and  eyes  fmall  and  black, 
but  very  quick.  Their  drefs  is 
very  fimple,  confiding  of  a  loofe 
coat  of  fheep  -  fkins,  tied  with  a 
girdle,  a  fmall  round  cap,  turned 
13 p  with  fur,  having  a  taffel  of  red 
filk  at  the  top,  leather  or  linen 
drawers,  and  boots:  their  heads  are 
all  fhaved,  except  a  lock  behind, 
which  is  plaited  and  hangs  down 
their  backs. 

They  are  armed  with  bows  and 
arrows,  a  fiabre  and  lance,  which 
they  manage  with  great  dexterity 
acquired  by  conftant  practice  from 
their  infancy.  They  are  men  of 
courage  and  refolution  ;  but  much 
afraid  of  cannon,  which  puts  their 
horfes  in  diforder.  As  they  are 
almoft  always  on  horfe-back,  they 
are  excellent  riders. 


The  drefs  of  the  women  differs  lit 

4  jr» 

tie  from  that  of  the  men,  only  thei 
gowns  are  fomewhat  longer  than 
the  coats  of  the  men,  a  little  or¬ 
namented,  and  bordered  with  party- 
coloured  cloth  ;  they  wear  ear¬ 
rings,  and  their  hair  all  plaited 
in  locks.  The  better  fort  drefs 
;n  filks  in  fummer.  It  muff:  be 
obferved  for  the  honour  of  their 
women,  that  they  are  very  honeft 
and  fincere,  and  few  of  them 
lewd  ;  adultery  is  a  crime  fcarce 
ever  heard  of.  The  Tartars  make 
very  good  and  faithful  fervants ; 
and  the  more  mildly  they  are  ufed 
the  better  they  perform  their  duty; 
for  their  wandering  unconfined 
manner  of  life  naturally  infpires 
them  with  fentiments  of  liberty, 
and  averfion  and  hatred  to  tyranny 
and  oppreflion. 

All  their  wealth  is  their  flocks  ; 
like  thofe  who  lived  in  the  early 
ages  of  the  world,  they  have  ca¬ 
mels,  horfes,  cows,  and  fheep.  The 
horfes  are  of  a  good  fize  for  the 
faddle,  and  very  hardy ;  as  they 
run  wild  till  they  are  fometimes 
fix  years  old,  they  are  generally 
headflrong ;  they  are  fold  at  this 
fair  at  five  to  fifteen  or  fixteen 
crowns,  and  the  firong  well-fhaped 
natural  pacers  much  higher.  They 
have  a  few  camels,  but  manv  dio- 
medaries,  who  have  two  protube¬ 
rances  on  their  backs.  Their  cows 
are  of  a  middle  fize.  The  fheep 
large,  having  broad  tails  like  thofe 
in  Turkey  ;  the  wool  is  coarfe,  but 
the  mutton  very  fine. 

In  the  preceding  century  a 
Kalmuck  prince,  named  Torgott- 
Chorluke,  came  from  Alack-ulla, 
(which  fignifies  the  fpotted  moun¬ 
tains)  a  country  fituated  between 
Siberia  on  the  north,  and  India  on 
the  fouth,  to  the  borders  of  Ryflia ; 

and 
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and  brought  along  with  him  about 
fifty  thouland  families,  or  tents,  as 
they  fometimes  reckon.  In  his 
march  weftward  to  the  Volga,  he 
defeated  Eyball-utzick,  a  Tartar 
prince,  who  lived  in  tents  beyond 
the  river  Ember.  Advancing  for¬ 
ward  he  met  three  other  Tartar 
chiefs,  named  Kitta-haptzay,  Ma- 
lebafh,  and  Etzan,  whom  he  alfo 
defeated.  And  at  laft  fettled  to 
the  eaft  of  the  Volga,  under  the 
protection  of  the  Ruffians.  Chor- 
luke  had  fix  Ions  ;  Dangtzinq  the 
oldeft  fucceeded  him  in  the  go¬ 
vernment,  or  chanffiip. 

The  prefent  chan,  named  Ai- 
juka,  is  the  fourth  from  Chorluke, 
and  is  much  eileemed  in  the  eaft 
for  his  fagacity  and  juftice.  I  am 
informed,  that  the  reafon  why 
Chorluke  left  his  own  country, 
was  a  difpute  about  the  fucceffion 
to  the  chanfhip.  He,  being  en¬ 
gaged  on  the  weakeft  fide,  and 
having  unfuccefsfully  tried  his  for¬ 
tune  in  the  field,  at  laft  took  the 
refolution  of  abandoning  his  own 
country  altogether.  Thefe  people 
are  generally  called  the  black  Kal¬ 
mucks,  though  they  are  not  black, 
but  only  fwarthy. 

They  have  no  money,  except 
what  they  get  from  the  Ruffians, 
and  their  other  neighbours,  in  ex¬ 
change  for  cattle  :  with  this  they 
buy  meal  fometimes,  but  moltly 
cloth,  filk-ftufts,  and  other  apparel 
for  their  women.  They  have  no 
mechanics,  except  thofe  who  make 
arms.  They  avoid  all  labour  as 
the  greateft  fiavery  ;  their  only 
employment  is  tending  their 
flocks,  managing  horfes,  and  hunt¬ 
ing.  If  they  are  angry  with  a 
perfon,  they  wifh  he  may  live  in 
one  place,  and  work  like  a  Ruf¬ 


fian.  Their  language  contains 
none  of  thofe  horrid  oaths  com¬ 
mon  enough  in  tongues  of  more 
enlightened  nations.  They  believe 
virtue  leads  to  happinefs,  and  vice 
to  mifery  ;  for,  when  defired  to  do 
what  they  think  wrong,  they  reply, 
in  a  proverb,  ‘  Though  a  knife 
4  be  (harp  it  cannot  cut  its  own 
*  handle.’ 

On  long  marches  all  their  pro- 
vifions  confift  of  cheefe,  or  rather 
dried  curd,  made  up  into  little  balls, 
which  they  drink  when  pounded 
and  mixt  with  water.  If  this  kind 
of  food  fails,  they  have  always 
many  fpare  horfes,  which  they  kill 
and  eat.  They  broil  or  roaft  the 
flefh  before  the  fire,  on  pieces  of 
broken  arrows,  and  never  eat  it 
raw,  as  is  commonly  believed,  un- 
lefs  compelled  by  neceffity.  They 
have  indeed  large  thick  pieces  of 
horfe- flefh,  fmoaked  or  dried  in 
the  fun,  which  they  eat  ;  but  this 
cannot  properly  be  called  raw.  I 
have  tailed  fome  of  it,  and  thought 
it  not  amifs.  ,  * 

As  to  their  religion  I  can  fay 
little  ;  they  are  downright  Hea¬ 
thens,  and  have  many  lamas  or 
priefts,  who  can  read  and  write, 
and  are  diltinguilhed  by  their  yel¬ 
low  habits.  Their  high  prieft  is 
called  Delay-Lama,  and  lives  far 
to  the  eallward. 

Of  the  'Tzerimifb  and  Tzoo^juaJh. 

/  \ 

There  are  two  pretty  nume¬ 
rous  tribes,  called  the  Tzeri- 
mifh  and  Tzoowalh  :  they  fpeak 
a  language  quite  different  from 
the  Mahometan  Tartars  in  thefe 
parts,  who  ufe  a  corrupted  dia¬ 
led  of  the  Arabic.  The  Ma¬ 
hometans  likewife  have  fome 

learn. 
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learning;  but  the  Tzerimifii  and 
Tzodwafh  have  none.  They  have 
a  tradition  amon»  them,  that  in 

o  * 

former  times  they  had  a  booh  of 
religion ;  but,  as  no  body  could 
read  it,  a  cow  came  and  Aval  lowed 
it.  They  pay  great  veneration  to 
a  bull.  From  whence  they  came 
is  unknown  ;  but,  from  their  com¬ 
plexion,  it  is  probable  they  are 
from  AAa.  They  live  by  agri¬ 
culture,  and  feem  to  be  an  inoffen- 
five  kind  of  people.  Their  huntf- 
rnen  offer  in  facrifice  to  feme  de¬ 
ity  the  fir  ft  creature  they  catch. 
Hence  fome  curious  men  have 
imagined  thefe  people  part  of  the 
ten  tribes  of  the  Jews,  expelled  by 
Shalmanezer,  I  advance  this  only 
as  a  conjecture,  which  every  rea¬ 
der  may.  allow,  or  not,  as  he 
pleafes. 

By  accident  I  met  with  an  En- 
glifiiman  at  this  place.  He  was 
by  trade  a  carpenter,  and  had  been 
in  the  Ruffian  fervice  ;  but,  being 
fufpeCled  of  deferring,  he  was  con¬ 
demned  to  banifhment,  to  this 
country,  for  a  certain  time  :  and, 
notwithflanding  that  was  elapfed, 
the  poor  man,  deprived  of  all 
means  of  afferting  his  liberty,  re¬ 
mained  ftill  in  the  fame  fhuation. 
He  bought  a  Tzerimifii  wife,  from 
her  father,  for  fix  rubles,  about 
thirty  Shillings  fterling.  He 
brought  her  to  vifit  me.  She  was 
a  woman  of  a  chearful  and  open 
countenance,  and  dreffed  in  the 
manner  of  her  country:  of  which, 
for  its  Angularity,  I  fliall  give  a 
fhort  defeription. 

Her  hair  was  plaited  round  her 
head,  in  many  locks,  but  that  on 
the  back  part  longer  than  the  red, 
at  the  end  of  which  was  tied  a  taf- 
fel  of  red  Aik,  and  in  the  middle  a 
fmall  round  brafs  bell;  about  her 


head  was  a  fillet  fet  with  fmall 
(hells,  inAead  of  jewels,  and  hung 
all  round  with  Alver  pence ;  above 
this  was  a  piece  of  linen  fo  artfully 
plaited,  and  done  up,  that  it  look¬ 
ed  like  a  grenadier’s  cap ;  at  the 
top  was  a  Aik  taffel,  with  another 
brafs  bell,  which  jingled  as  file 
turned  her  head.  The  reft  of  her 
drefs  was  clean,  though  homely, 
and  the  whole  feemed  becoming 
enough. 

Of  the  Oar  tars  about  Afrachan% 

The  Mahometan  Tartars  here 
live  without  the  town,  and  have 
the  fame  privileges  as  in  other 
places.  I  met  feveral  of  their  wo¬ 
men  in  the  ftreet  with  rings  in 
their  nofes,  which  were  of  different 
value  according  to  the  rank  of  the 
perfon  who  wore  them  ;  fome  of 
gold,  and  others  fet  with  precious 
ftones.  On  enquiring  the  reafon 
of  fuch  a  fingul  ar  ornament,  I  was 
told,  that  it  was  the  confequence 
of  a  religious  dedication  of  thefe 
perfons  to  the  fervice  cf  God  :  it 
is  made  by  the  parents,  even  while 
the  mother  is  pregnant  ;  in  token, 
whereof,  as  foon  as  the  child  is 
born,  they  put  a  ring  in  the  right 
noftrij,  which  continues  there  till 
death.  1  have  feen  fome  with  two 
fuch  rings. 

One  day,  as  I  was  walking 
through  the  flreets  of  Aftrachan^ 
I  obferved  a  very  Angular  appear¬ 
ance  ;  it  was  a  pretty  Tartar  lady 
mounted  aftride  upon  an  ox ;  fhe 
had  a  ring  in  her  fiofe,  and  a  firing 
drawn  through  the  nofe  of  the  ox, 
which  ferved  in  dead  of  a  bridle  ; 
file  was  dreffed  better  than  com¬ 
mon,  and  attended  by  a  footman  ; 
the  Angularity  of  the  equipage, 
but  particularly  her  extraordi¬ 
nary 
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nary  beauty,  drew  my  attention. 
The  Mahometan  mud  not  be  con¬ 
founded  with  the  Kalmuck  Tar¬ 
tars  ;  the  firft  are  a  well-looking 
civilized  people  in  companion  ot 
the  other. 

Before  I  leave  Aftrachan  it  may 
be  proper  to  rectify  a  miftaken 
opinion,  which  I  have  obferved 
frequently  to  occur  in  grave  Ger¬ 
man  authors,  who,  in  treating  of 
the  remarkable  things  of  this  coun¬ 
try,  relate  that  there  grows  in 
this  defart,  or  ftepp,  adjoining  to 
Aftrachan,  in  fome  plenty,  a  cer¬ 
tain  Ihrub  or  plant,  called  in  the 
Ruffian  language  Tartarfkey  ba- 
raffika,  i.  e.  Tartarian  lamb,  with 
the  ikins  of  which  the  caps  of  the 
Armenians,  Perfians,  Tartars,  &c. 
are  faced  ;  they  aifo  write,  that 
this  Tartarfkey  baraffika  partakes 
of  animal  as  well  as  vegetable  life  ; 
that  it  eats  up  and  devours  all  the 
grafs  and  weeds  within  its  reach. 
Though  it  may  be  thought,  that 
an  opinion  fo  very  abfurd  could 
find  no  credit  with  people  of  the 
meaneft  ffiare  of  underftanding,  yet 
1  have  ccnverfed  with  fome  who 
have  feemed  much  inclined  to  be¬ 
lieve  it :  fo  very  prevalent  is  the 
prodigious  and  abfurd  with  fome 
part  of  mankind. 

In  fearch  of  this  wonderful  plant 
I  walked  many  a  mile,  accompa¬ 
nied  bv  Tartars  who  inhabit  thefe 

4 

deferts  ;  but  all  I  could  find  out 
were  fome  dry  buffies,  fcattered 
here  and  there,  which  grow  on  a 
fingle  ftalk,  with  a  buffiy  top,  of  a 
browniffi  colour  *  the  ftalk  is  about 
eighteen  inches  high  ;  the  top  con¬ 
futing  of  fharp  prickly  leaves  :  it  is 
true  that  no  grafs  or  weeds  grow 
within  the  circle  of  its  fhaae,  a 
property  natural  to  many  other 
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plants  here,  and  elfewhere.  After 
further  enquiry  of  the  more  fenfi- 
ble  and  experienced  among  the 
Tartars,  I  found  they  laughed  at 
it  as  a  ridiculous  fable. 

At  Aftrachan  they  have  great 
quantities  of  lamb-fkms,  grey  and 
black  ;  fome  waved,  others  curled, 
all  naturally,  and  very  pretty,  hav¬ 
ing  a  fine  glofs,  particularly  the 
waved,  which,  at  a  frnall  diftance, 
appear  like  the  richeft  watered 
tabby  ;  they  are  much  efteemed, 
and  are  much  ufed  for  the  lining 
of  coats,  and  the  turning  up  of  caps 
in  Perfia,  Ruffia,  and  other  parts* 
The  belt  of  thefe  are  brought  from 
Bucharia,  Chiva,  and  the  coun¬ 
tries  adjacent,  and  are  taken  out 
of  the  ewe’s  belly,  after  ihe  hath 
been  killed,  or  the  lamb  is  killed 
immediately  after  it  is  lambed  ;  for 
fuch  a  fkin  is  equal  in  value  to  the 
fheep. 

The  Kalmucks  and  other  Tar¬ 
tars,  who  inhabic  the  defert,  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Aftrachan, 
have  alfo  lamb-fkins,  which  are 
applied  to  the  lame  purpofes  ;  but 
the  wool  of  thefe  being  rougher, 
and  more  hairy,  they  are  far  in¬ 
ferior  to  thofe  of  Bucharia,  or 
Chiva,  both  in  glofs  and  beauty, 
as  alfo  in  the  dreffing,  confequent- 
]y  in  value.  I  have  known  one 
fingle  lamb-lkin  of  Bucharia  fold 
for  five  or  fix  Ihiilings  fterling, 
when  one  of  thefe  would  not  yield 
two  Ihiilings. 

Of  the  Kojfatjhy-Orda ,  and  Kara - 
Kalpacks ,  or  Black-Caps . 

This  place  is  fometimes  alarm¬ 
ed  with  incurfions  of  the  Tartars, 
called  Koffatftiy-Orda,  and  Kara- 
Kalpacks ;  but  the  Ruffians  have 

of 
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of  late  fo  fortified  their  frontiers, 
that  thefe  rovers  appear  field  omer 
than  formerly.  Both  thefe  tribes 
are  Mahometans,  live  always  in 
tents,  and  fipread  themfielves,  with 
their  flocks,  in  the  great  defiert ; 
both  are  very  numerous,  and  own 
fubjedion  to  different  chiefs,  whom 
they  call  Batteer,  which  fignifies 
a  hero.  d  hefie  are  chofien  by 
themfielves,  and  are  the  moil  fa¬ 
mous  among  them  for  their  abilities 
in  military  exploits.  They  are  at 
continual  war  with  the  Kalmucks 
who  inhabit  along  the  Volga,  and 
with  all  their  other  neighbours. 
They  are  not  able  to  hand  again  ft 
regular  troops  ;  and,  when  attack¬ 
ed  by  therm,  retire  into  the  wide 
defert,  with  their  families  and  cat¬ 
tle ;  whither  none,  but  people  ac- 
cuftomed  to  their  manner  of  life, 
can  follow  them. 

The  country  of  the  Kara-Kal- 
packs,  or  Black- Caps,  fo  called 
from  a  kind  of  caps  they  com¬ 
monly  wear  turned  up  with  black 
lamb-ikins,  lies  to  the  fouth-weft, 
towards  the  Volga.  That  of  Kofi* 
fatfhy-Orda  extends  jo  the  fouth- 
caft,  as  far  as  the  river  Irtiffi. 

Of  the  Tartars  at  and  near  Toholjki , 

the  capital  of  Siberia,  Of  the 

Kontayjha,  or  prince  of  the  black 

Kalmucks . 

Under  the  hill  in  the  fuburbs, 
along  the  banks  of  the  river,  are 
feveral  large  ftreets,  called  the 
Tartar  ftreets,  occupied  by  the  re¬ 
mains  of  the  ancient  inhabitants 
of  thefe  parts.  Here,  as  at  other 
places,  thefe  people  enjoy  the  free 
exercife  of  their  religion,  and  the 
privileges  of  trade.  They  re  fie  m  - 
Tie,  in  their  perfions,  religion,  lan¬ 
guage,  and  manners,  the  Tartars 
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of  Cazan  and  Aftrachan.  Their 
houfes  are  very  cleanly.  They  are 
very  courteous  to  ftrangers,  and 
efteemed  honeft  ;  on  which  account 
they  get  great  credit  in  their  com¬ 
mercial  affairs. 

Before  I  leave  this  place,  I  ima¬ 
gine  k  will  not  be  improper  to  fiub- 
join  a  few  more  particulars  relative 
to  the  Kontayfha,  prince  of  the 
Kalmucks,  whom  I  formerly  men¬ 
tioned.  I  am  the  more  inclined 
to  do  this,  as  I  can  entirely  depend 
on  my  intelligence  ;  having  pro¬ 
cured  it  from  perlons  who  have 
been  in  that  country,  and  fieen  this 
prince  $  but  particularly  from  an 
ingenious  and  penetrating  gentle¬ 
man,  who  fills  a  public  office  in 
this  place,  and  was  employed  in 
feveral  meiTages  to  him  from  the 
late  governor  of  Siberia. 

The  territories  of  this  prince 
are  bounded  by  three  of  the  moil 
potent  empires  in  the  world;  on 
the  north  by  Ruffia,  by  China  on 
the  eart,  and  by  the  country  of 
the  Great  Mogul  to  the  fiouth. 
From  the  two  ffirft  he  is  feparated 
by  defert  plains,-  and  from  the 
third  by  almoft  impaflable  moun¬ 
tains.  To  the  fouth  weft  his  fron¬ 
tiers  reach  near  to  Bucharia.  The 
Kontayfha  is  a  very  powerful 
prince,  and  able  to  bring  into  the 
field,  at  a  fihort  warning,  an  hun¬ 
dred  t’noufiand  horfiemen,  who  are 
all  of  them  able-bodied  men,  well 
mounted,  and  «.armed  with  bows 
and  arrows,  lances  and  fabres. 
This  is  a  greater  number  of  horfe 
than  any  prince  that  I  know  can 
mufter,  except  his  Ruffian  majefty, 
and  the  emperor  of  China.  Thefe 
Tartars  live  in  tents  all  the  year, 
removing  from  place  to  place,  as 
called  by  neceffity  or  inclination. 
This  is  the  moll  ancient  and  plea- 
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fant  manner  of  life.  It  is  enter¬ 
taining  to  hear  them  commiferate 
thofe  who  are  confined  to  one 
place  of  abode,  and  obliged  to 
fupport  themfelves  by  labour, 
which  they  reckon  the  greatelt 
flavery  ? 

The  Kontaylha  has  always  feme 
thoufands  of  his  fubjedts  encamp¬ 
ed  near  himfelf,  who  treat  him 
with  great  veneration  and  refpedt. 
And,  in  juftice  to  him,  it  mull:  be 
confeffed,  that  he  is  as  attentive  to 
the  interefts  of  his  people,  and  as 
affiduous  in  the  adminifiration  of 
juftice  in  particular,  as  if  they  v/ere 
his  own  children. 

The  Kalmucks  are  not  fuch  fa- 
vage  people  as  they  are  generally 
reprefented ;  for  I  am  informed  a 
perfon  may  travel  among  them 
with  greater  fafety,  both  to  his 
perfon  and  eftedts,  than  in  many 
other  countries. 

The  Kontaylha  received  the  de¬ 
puties  from  the  governor  of  Sibe¬ 
ria  like  ambaffadors  from  foreign 
princes,  and  treated  them  accord- 
ingly.  This  (hews  what  high  re¬ 
fpedt  thefe  ealtern  princes  enter¬ 
tain  for  his  Czarilh  majefty,  when 
the  governor  of  biberia  is  regarded 
as  a  fovereign.  The  ceremony  on 
thefe  occafions  was  as  follows  : 

The  deputy  with  his  fervants 
were  admitted  into  the  tent,  where 
the  Kontaylha  fat,  with  his  queen 
and  feveral  children  about  him. 
He  defired  all  of  them  to  fit  down 
on  carpets  or  mats;  for»the  Kal¬ 
mucks,  like  molt  Afiatics,  ufe  no 
chairs.  They  were  entertained  with 
tea  before  dinner  ;  and,  after  it,  the 
Kontaylha  difmift'ed  the  deputy  in 
a  friendly  manner,  telling  him,  he 
would  fend  for  him  next  day  to  re¬ 
ceive  an  anfwer  to  the  governor’s 
letter,  which  he  punctually  per¬ 
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formed.  This  anfwer  was  expref- 
fed  in  very  plain  and  concife  terms. 
Thefe  T artars  in  general  write  with 
brevity  and  perfpicuity.  I  have 
feen  feveral  of  their  letters  tranf- 
lated,  which  pleafed  me  extreme¬ 
ly,  as  they  contained  no  tedious 
preambles,  nor  difgufting  repeti¬ 
tions,  which  ferve  only  to  perplex 
the  reader. 

The  emperor  of  China  was  fome 
time  ago  engaged  in  a  war  with 
the  Kontaylha,  about  fome  frontier 
towns,  of  which  the  latter  took 
polTefiioR,  and  maintained  his  claim 
with  a  ftrongarmy.  The  emperor 
fent  again  ft  him  an  army  of  three 
hundred  thoufana  men,  under  the 
command  of  his  fourteenth  fon, 
who  is  reckoned  the  beft  genera! 
of  all  his  children.  Notwithftand- 
ing  their  fuperiority  in  numbers, 
the  Kontaylha  defeated  the  Chi- 
nefe  in  feveral  actions.  The  em¬ 
peror  at  laft  thought  it  beft  to  ac¬ 
commodate  the  difference,  and  a 
peace  was  concluded  to  the  fatis- 
fadtion  cf  both  parties. 

It  mu  ft  be  obferved,  that  the 
Chinefe,  being  obliged  to  under¬ 
take  a  long  and  difficult  march, 
through  a  defert  and  barren  coun¬ 
try,  lying  wellward  of  the  long 
wall ;  being  alfo  incumbered  with 
artillery,  and  heavy  carriages,  con¬ 
taining  proviiions  for  the  whole 
army  during  their  march  had 
their  force  greatly  diminifhed  be¬ 
fore  they  reached  the  enemy.  The 
Kontaylha,  on  the  other  hand, 
having  intelligence  of  the  great 
army  coming  againft  him,  waited 
patiently  on  his  own  frontiers,  till 
the  enemy  was  within  a  few  days 
march  of  his  camp,  when  he  fent 
out  detachments  of  light  horfe  to 
fet  fire  to  the  grafs,  and  lay  wade 
the  country.  He  alfo  diftradted 

them. 
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them,  day  and  night,  with  repeated 
alarms,  which,  together  with  want 
of  provifions,  obliged  them  to  re¬ 
tire  with  confiderable  lofs. 

This  method  of  carrying  on 
war,  by  wafting  the  country,  is 
very  ancient  among  the  Tartars, 
and  pradtifed  by  all  of  them  from 
the  Danube  eaftward.  This  cir- 
eumftance  renders  them  a  dreadful 
enemy  to  regular  troops,  who  mult 
thereby  be  deprived  of  all  fubfift- 
ence,  while  the  Tartars,  having 
always  many  fpare  horfes  to  kill 
and  eat,  are  at  no  lofs  for  provi¬ 
fions. 

I  have  only  to  add.  that  the 
IContayfha  mull  be  the  fame  prince 
who,  in  our  European  maps,  is 
generally  called  the  Great  Cham 
of  Tartary.  As  no  Europeans  tra¬ 
vel  through  that  country,  thefe 
maps  muft  be  very  erroneous.  It 
is  however  to  beexpedled,  that  the 
Ruffians  will,  in  time,  make  a 
more  compleat  difcovery  of  the 
eaftern  parts  of  Aha. 

We  palled  through  many  Tartar 
villages,  and  at  night  lodged  in 
one  of  their  little  huts,  and  warm¬ 
ed  ourfelves  at  a  good  fire  on  the 
hearth.  Thefe  houfes  confift 
nerally  of  one  or  two  r, corns,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  ability  of  the  land¬ 
lord.  Near  to  the  hearth  is  fixed 
an  iron  kettle  to  drefs  the  victuals. 
In  one  end  of  the  apartment  is 
placed  a  bench,  about  eighteen 
inches  high,  and  fix  feet  broad, 
covered  with  mats,  or  ikins  of  wild 
beafts,  upon  which  all  the  family 
fit  by  day,  and  fleep  in  the  night. 
The  walls  are  built  of  wood  and 
mofs,  confifting  of  large  beams, 
laid  one  above  another,  with  a  lay¬ 
er  of  mofs  between  every  two  beams. 
All  the  roofs  are  railed.  A  ftp u are 
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hole  is  cut  out  for  a  window,  and, 
to  fupply  the  want  of  glafs,  a  piece 
of  ice  is  formed  to  lit  the  place  ex¬ 
actly,  which  lets  in  a  good  light. 
Two  or  three  pieces  will  laft  the 
whole  winter.  Thefe  Tartars  are 
very  neat  and  cleanly,  both  in 
their  perfons  and  houfes.  They 
ufe  no  ftoves,  as  the  Ruffians  do. 
Near  the  houfe  there  is  commonly 
a  lhade  for  the  cattle. 

Of  the  Barabintzy,  or  CT artars  of 
Baraba, 

Here  we  laid  in  provifions  for 
our  journey  over  the  Baraba  ; 
which  fignifies,  in  the  Tartar  lan¬ 
guage,  a  marlhy  plain.  Its  inha¬ 
bitants  are  a  mixture  of  different 
Tartar  tribes,  called  Barabintzy, 
from  the  name  of  the  country  in 
which  they  live.  They  are  a  poor 
miferable  people,  being  treated  as 
fubjedts  both  by  the  emperbr  and 
kontaylha  ;  and  obliged  to  pay  a 
tribute,  in  furs  and  Ikins  of  wild 
bealls,  to  each.  They  have  no 
grain,  nor  cattle  of  any  kind,  ex¬ 
cept  a  few  rein'  deer;  and  fubfifi: 
by  hunting  and  fiihing.  What 
fii’h  they  confume  not  in  the  fum- 
mer  are  dried  and  fmoaked  for 
their  winter  provifions.  They  are 
partly  of  the  Mahometan  and 
partly  of  the  Kalmuck  religion  ; 
but  this  difference  caufes  no  dis¬ 
putes. 

In  the  places  through  which  we 
palled,  the  a-mbafiador  fent  for  all 
the  hunters  and  fportfmen,  that  he 
might  inquire  what  kinds  of  game 
and  wild  beafts  were  in  their 
neighbourhood.  Hunting  is  the 
employment  of  moft  of  the  young 
fellows  in  this  country  ;  and  is 
very  profitable,  as  they  fell  the 

furs 
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furs  to  great  advantage.  We  found 
that  this  place  produced  great  plen¬ 
ty  both  of  game  and  wild  beads., 
but  few  fables.  In  the  fpring,  a 
number  of  elks  and  /lags  come  hi¬ 
ther  from  the  fouth,  many  of  which 
are  killed  by  the  inhabitants,  both 
on  account  of  their  fiefh  and  their 
hides.  What  of  the  fleili  is  not 
confumed  fre/h  they  fait.  The 
hides  are  very  large,  and  are  dref- 
fed  into  excellent  buff.  The  huntf- 
man,  having  found  the  track  of  a 
flag  upon  the  fnow,  purfues  it  up¬ 
on  his  fnow-fhoes,  with  his  bow 
and  arrows,  and  little  dog,  till  the 
animal  is  quite  fatigued  :  for,  the 
fnow  on  the  furface  being  melted 
by  the  heat  of  the  ffin,  and  con¬ 
gealed  at  night  by  the  froft,  but 
not  ftrong  enough  to  bear  the 
weight  of  iuch  an  animal,  he  finks 
deep  at  every  fiep,  and  the  fharp 
ice  cuts  his  ancles  and  lames  him, 
fo  that  he  becomes  an  eafy  prey  to 
the  hunter. 

One  of  thefe  hunters  told  me 
the  following  /lory,  which  was 
confirmed  by  feveral  of  his  neigh¬ 
bours,  That,  in  the  year  1713, 
in  the  month  of  March,  being  out 
a  hunting,  he  difcovered  the  track 
of  a  flag,  which  he  purfued.  At 
overtaking  the  animal,  he  was 
fomewhat  liar  tied,  on  obferving  it 
had  only  one  horn,  duck  in  the 
middle  of  its  forehead.  Being 
near  this  village,  he  drove  it  home, 
and  /hewed  it,  to  the  great  admi¬ 
ration  of  the  fpedlators.  He  after¬ 
wards  killed  it,  and  ate  the  fiefh  ; 
and  fold  the  horn  to  a  comb- 
maker,  in  the  town  of  Tara,  for 
ten  alteens,  about  fifteen  pence 
deriing.  I  inquired  carefully  a- 
bout  the  fhape  and  fize  of  this 
unicorn,  as  I  /hall  call  it,  and  was 
told  it  exa&ly  refembled  a  dag. 


3* 

The  horn  was  of  a  brownifh  co¬ 
lour,  about  one  archdeen,  or  twen¬ 
ty-eight  inches  long  ;  and  twilled, 
from  the  root,  till  within  a  finger's 
length  of  the  top,  where  iFwas 
divided,  like  a  fork,  into  two  points 
very  /harp. 

Baraba  is  really  what  its  name 
fignifies,  an  extenfive  marfhy  plain, 
it  is  generally  full  of  lakes  and 
rnar/hy  grounds,  overgrown  with 
tall  woods  of  afpin,  alder,  wil¬ 
lows,  and  other  aquatics  ;  par¬ 
ticularly  many  large  birch-trees, 
having  their  bark  as  white  and 
fmooth  as  paper.  The  lakes  a- 
bound  with  various  kinds  of 
fifhes  ;  fuch  as  pikes,  perches, 
breams,  eels,  and,  particularly, 
a  fi/h  called  karrafs,  of  an  un¬ 
common  bignefs,  and  very  fat. 
Thefe  the  inhabitants  dry,  in  dim¬ 
mer,  for  winter  provifions  ;  which 
are  all  the  food  to  be  found  among 
them.  I  have  eat  of  it  often, 
and  thought  it  not  difagreeabie. 
In  winter,  they  ufe  melted  fnow 
for  water.  They  are  very  hofpi- 
table  ;  and  defire  nothing,  in  re¬ 
turn  of  their  civilities,  but  a  little 
tobacco  to  fmoke,  and  a  dram  of 
brandy,  of  which  they  are  very 
fond.  The  drefs,  both  of  men 
and  women,  confiils  of  long  coats 
of  /heep-fkins,  which  they  get 
from  the  Ru/fians  .and  Kalmucks, 
in  exchange  for  more  valuable 
furs.  As  th^y  wear  no  other  ap¬ 
parel,  not  even  fiiirts,  they  are 
very  nafiy.  Their  huts  are  mail 
miferable  habitations,  and  funk 
about  one  half  under  ground.  We 
were  glad,  however,  to  find  them 
as  a  baiting-place  in  fuch  a  cold 
feafon. 

The  Barabintzy,  like  molt  of  the 
ancient  natives  of  Siberia,  have 
many  conjurers  among  them  ; 

whom 
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whom  they  call  fhamans,  and 
fometimes  priefts.  Many  of  the 
female  fex  alfo  affume  this  cha¬ 
racter.  The  fhamans  are  held  in 
great  efteem  by  the  people ;  they 
pretend  to  correfpondence  with 
the  fhaytan,  or  devil  ;  by  whom, 
they  fay,  they  are  informed  of  all 
paft  and  future  events,  at  any 
diftance  of  time  or  place.  Our 
ambaffador  refolved  to  inquire 
flriCtly  into  the  truth  of  many 
ftrange  ftories,  generally  believed, 
concerning  the  fhamans  ;  and  fent 
for  all  of  fame,  in  that  way,  in 
the  places  through  which  we  paf- 
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In  Baraba,  we  went  to  vifit  a 
famous  woman  of  this  chara&er. 
When  we  entered  her  houfe,  ihe 
continued  bufy  about  her  domeilic 
affairs,  without  almofi  taking  any 
notice  of  her  gueils.  However, 
after  Ihe  had  fmoked  a  pipe  of  to¬ 
bacco,  and  drank  a  dram  of  bran¬ 
dy,  fhe  began  to  be  more  chearful. 
Our  peopfe&afked  her  fome  trifling 
queftions  about  their  friends  ;  but 
fhe  pretended  to  be  quite  igno¬ 
rant,  till  fhe  got  more  tobacco, 
and  fome  inconfiderable  prefents ; 
when  fhe  began  to  collect  her  con¬ 
juring  tools.  Firff,  Ihe  brought 
the  fhaytan  ;  which  is  nothing  but 
a  piece  of  wood,  wherein  is  cut 
fomething  refembling  a  human 
head,  adorned  with  many  filk  and 
woollen  rags,  of  various  colours  ; 
then  a  fmall  drum,  about  a  foot 
diameter,  to  which  were  fixed 
many  brafs  and  iron  rings,  and 
hung  round  alfo  with  rags.  She 
now  began  a  uifmal  tune,  keeping 
time  with  the  drum,-  which  fhe 
beat  with  a  flick  for  that  purpofe  : 
feveral  of  her  neighbours,  whom 
fhe  had  previously  called  to  her  af- 
fiftance,  joined  in  the  chorus.  Du¬ 


ring  this  feene,  which  lafled  about 
a  quarter  of  an  hour,  fhe  kept  the 
fhaytan,  or  image,  clofe  by  her- 
felf,  ftuck  up  in  a  corner.  The 
charm  being  now  finifhed,  fhe  de- 
fired  us  to  put  our  queftions.  Her 
anfwers  were  delivered  very  art¬ 
fully,  and  with  as  much  obfeurity 
and  ambiguity  as  they  could  have 
been  given  by  any  oracle.  She 
was  a  young  woman,  and  very 

handfome. 

1 

Of  the  cTonguJy. 

We  continued  our  journey,  for 
feveral  days,  along  the  Tongufta. 
We  found,  now  and  then,  little 
villages,  or  Angle  houfes,  on  the 
banks.  One  day  we  chanced  to 
meet  a  prodigious  flock  of  hares, 
all  as  white  as  the  fnow  on  which 
they  walked.  I  fpeak  within  com- 
pafs  when  I  fay  there  were  above 
five  or  fix  hundred  of  them.  They 
were  coming  down  the  river,  very 
deliberately,  on  a  fmall  path,  of 
their  own  making,  clofe  to  the 
beaten  road.  As  foon  as  they  faw 
us,  all  of  them  ran  into  the  woods, 
without  Teeming  much  fright¬ 
ened.  1  am  informed  that  thefe 
hares  travel  to  the  fouth,  in  much 
greater  flocks  than  this,  every 
fpring,  and  return  in  autumn, 
when  the  rivers  are  frozen  and  the 
inow  falls.  In  mo  ft  of  the  villages 
we  found  plenty  of  this  fort  of  ve~ 
m'fon  ;  the  inhabitants,  however, 
value  it  but  little;  for  they  catch 
thefe  hares  more  on  account  of 
their  fkins,  of  which  they  make 
conftderable  profits,  than  their 
fiefh. 

The  Tongufy,  fo  called  from 
the  name  of  the  river,  who  live 
along  its  banks,  are  the  pofterity 
of  the  ancient  inhabitants  of  Si¬ 
beria, 
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berm,  and  differ  in  language,  man¬ 
ners,  and  drefs,  and  even  in  their 
perfons  and  ftature,  from  all  the 
other  tribes  of  thefe  people  I  have 
had  occafion  to  fee.  They  have 
no  houfes,  where  they  remain  for 
any  time,  but  range  through  the 
woods,  and  along  rivers,  at  plea- 
fure  ;  and,  wherever  they  come, 
they  ere&  a  few  fpars,  inclining  to 
one  another  at  the  top  ;  thefe  they 
cover  with  pieces  of  birchen  bark, 
fewed  together,  leaving  a  hole  at 
the  top  to  let  out  the  fmoke.  The 
fire  is  placed  in  the  middle.  They 
are  very  civil  and  tradable,  and 
like  to  fmo'ke  tobacco,  and  drink 
brandy.  About  their  huts  they 
have  generally  a  good  Hock  of 
rein-deer,  in  which  all  their  wealth 
confifts. 

The  men  are  tall  and  able- 
bodied,  brave,  and  very  honeft. 
The  women  are  of  a  middle  iize, 
and  virtuous.  I  have  feen  many 
of  the  men  with  oval  figures,  like 
wreaths,  on  their  foreheads,  and 
chins ;  and  fometimes  a  figure,  re- 
fembling  the  branch  of  a  tree, 
reaching  from  the  corner  of  the 
eye  to  the  mouth.  Thefe  are  made, 
in  their  infancy,  by  pricking  the 
parts  with  a  needle,  and  rubbing 
.them  with  charcoal,  the  marks 
whereof  remain  as  long  as  the 
perfon  lives.  Their  compledion  is 
fwarthy.  Their  faces  are  not  fo 
flat  as  thofe  of  the  Kalmucks,  but 
their  countenances  more  open. 
They  are  altogether  unacquainted 
with  any  kind  of  literature,  and 
worfhip  the  fun  and  moon.  They 
have  many  fhamans  among  tnem, 
who  differ  little  from  thofe  I 
•formerly  defcribed.  1  was  told  of 
others,  whole  abilities  in  fortune¬ 
telling  far  exceeded  thefe  of  the 
ihamans  at  this  place,  but  they 
Vol.  X. 


lived  far  northward.  They  cannot 
bear  to  deep  in  a  warm  room,  but 
retire  to  their  huts,  and  lie  about 
the  fire  on  fkins  of  wild  hearts.  It 
is  furprifing  how  thefe  creatures 
can  fuffer  the  very  piercing  cold  in 
thefe  parts. 

The  women  are  drefled  in  a  fur- 
gown,  reaching  below  the  knee, 
and  tied  about  the  waift  with  a 
girdle.  This  girdle  is  about  three 
inches  broad,  made  of  deer’s  fkin, 
having  the  hair  curioufly  Hitched 
down  and  ornamented  ;  to  which, 
is  fattened  at  each  fide,  an  iron 
ring,  that  ferves  to  carry  a  tobacco- 
pipe,  and  other  trinkets  of  fmail 
value.  Their  gowns  are  alfo  ftitch- 
ed„down  the  breaft,  and  about  the 
neck.  Their  long  black  hair  is 
plaited,  and  tied  about  their  heads, 
above  which  they  wear  a  fmail  fur- 
cap,  which  is  becoming  enough. 
Some  of  them  have  fmail  ear-rings. 
Their  feet  are  dreffed  in  bulkins, 
made  of  deer  (kins,  which  reach 
to  the  knee,  and  are  tied  about 
the  ancles  with  a  thong  of  lea¬ 
ther. 

The  drefs  of  the  men  is  very 
fimple,  and  fit  for  a&ion.  It  con- 
firts  of  a  fhort  jacket,  with  nar¬ 
row  fleeves,  made  of  deer’s  fkin, 
having  the  fur  outward  ;  troufers 
and  hole  of  the  fame  kind  of  fkin, 
both  of  one  piece,  and  tight  to 
the  limbs.  They  have  befides  a 
piece  of  fir,  that  covers  the  breart 
and  rtomach,  which  is  hung  about 
the  neck  with  a  thong  of  learner. 
This,  for  the  moft  part,  is  neatly 
Hitched  and  ornamented  by  their 
wives.  Round  th.ir  heads,  they 
have  a  ruff,  made  of  the  tails  of 
fquirrels,  to  preferve  the  tips  of 
the  ears  from  the  cold.  There  is 
nothing  on  the  cro.vn,  but  the 
hair  fmoothed,  which  hangs  in  a 
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long  plaited  lock  behind  their 
backs. 

Their  arms  are  a  bow  and  feve- 
ral  forts  of  arrows,  according  to 
the  different  kinds  of  game  they 
intend  to  hunt.  The  arrows  are 
carried  in  a  quiver  on  their 
backs,  and  the  bow  always  in 
their  left  hand.  Befides  thefe,  they 
have  a  fhort  lance,  and  a  little 
hatchet.  Thus  accoutred,  they 
are  not  afraid  to  attack  the  herceft 
creature  in  the  woods,  even  the 
drongeft  bear  ;  for  they  are  flout 
men,  and  dexterous  archers.  In 
winter,  which  is  the  feafon  for 
hunting  wild  beads,  they  travel 
on  what  are  called  fnow  fhoes, 
without  which  it  would  be  im- 
poffible  to  make  their  way  through 
the  deep  fnow.  Thefe  are  made 
of  a  very  thin  piece  of  light  wood, 
about  five  feet  long,  and  five  or 
fix  inches  broad,  inclining  to  a 
point  before,  and  fquare  behind. 
In  the  middle  is  fixed  a  thong, 
through  which  the  feet  are  put. 
On  thefe  fhoes  a  perfon  may  walk 
fafely  over  the  deeped  fnow;  for 
a  man’s  weight  will  not  fink  them 
above  an  inch  ;  thefe  however  can 
only  be  ufed  on  plains.  They 
have  a  different  kind  for  afcending 
hills,  with  the  fkins  of  feals  glued 
to  the  boards,  having  the  hair  in¬ 
clined  backwards,  which  prevents 
the  Hiding  of  the  fhoes  ;  fo  that 
they  can  afcend  a  hill  very  eafily  ; 
and,  in  defcending,  they  Hide  down¬ 
wards  at  a  great  rate. 

The  nation  of  the  Tongufy  was 
very  numerous  ;  but  is,  of  late, 
much  diminifhed  by  the  fmall- 
pox.  It  is  remarkable,  that  they 
knew  nothing  of  this  didemper, 
till  the  Ruffians  arrived  among 
them.  They  are  fo  much  afraid 
of  this  difeafe,  that,  if  any  one 


of  a  family  is  feized  with  it,  the 
red  immediately  make  the  patient 
a  little  hut,  and  fet  by  him  fome 
water  and  vidluals  ;  then,  pack¬ 
ing  up  every  thing,  they  march  off 
to  the  windward,  each  carrying 
an  earthen  pot,  with  burning  coals 
in  it,  and  making  a  dreadful  la¬ 
mentation  as  they  go  along.  They 
never  revifit  the  fick,  till  they 
think  the  danger  pad.  If  the  perfon 
dies,  they  place  him  on  a  branch 
of  a  tree,  to  which  he  is  tied 
with  drong  withes,  to  prevent  his 
falling. 

When  they  go  a  hunting  into 
the  woods,  they  carry  with  them 
no  provifions ;  but  depend  entirely 
on  what  they  are  to  catch.  They 
eat  every  animal  that  comes  in 
their  way,  even  a  bear,  fox,  or 
wolf.  The  fquirrels  are  reckoned 
delicate  food  ;  but  the  ermins 
have  fuch  a  drong  rank  tade  and 
fmell,  that  nothing  but  darving 
can  oblige  them  to  eat  their  flefh* 
When  a  Tongufe  kills  an  elk  or 
deer,  he  never  moves  from  the 
place,  till  he  has  eat  it  up,  unlef3 
he  happens  to  be  near  his  family  ; 
in  which  cafe,  he  carries  part  of  it 
home.  He  is  never  at  a  lofs  for 
dre,  having  always  a  tinder-box 
about  him  ;  if  this  fhould  happen 
to  be  wanting,  he  kindles  a  fire  by 
rubbing  two  pieces  of  wood  againft 
each  other.  They  eat  nothing  raw, 
but  in  great  extremity. 

The  fables  are  not  caught  in  the 
fame  manner  as  other  animals. 
The  fur  is  fo  tender,  that  the  lead 
mark  of  an  arrow,  or  ruffling  of 
the  hair  fpoils  the  fale  of  the  fkin. 
In  hunting  them  they  only  ufe  a 
little  dog,  and  a  net.  When  a 
hunter  finds  the  track  of  a  fable 
upon  the  fnow,  he  follows  it,  per¬ 
haps,  for  two  or  three  days,  till 
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the  poor  animal,  quite  tired,  takes 
refuge  in  fome  tall  tree  ;  for  it 
can  climb  like  a  cat ;  the  hunter 
then  foreads  his  net  around  the 
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tree,  and  makes  a  Are  ;  the  fable, 
unable  to  endure  the  fmoke,  im¬ 
mediately  defeends,  and  is  caught 
in  the  net.  I  have  been  told,  by 
fome  of  thefe  hunters,  that,  when 
hard  pinched  with  hunger,  on  fuch 
long  chaces,  they  take  two  thin 
boards,  one  of  which  they  apply 
to  the  pit  of  the  llomach,  and  the 
other  to  the  back  oppofite  to  it; 
the  extremities  of  thefe  boards  are 
tied  with  cords,  which  are  drawn 
tighter  by  degrees,  and  prevent 
their  feeling  the  cravings  of  hun¬ 
ger. 

Although  I  have  obferved,  that 
the  Tongufy,  in  general,  worfhip 
the  fun  and  moon,  there  are  many 
exceptions  to  this  obfervation.  I 
have  found  intelligent  people  a- 
mong  them,  who  believed  there 
was  a  being  fuperior  to  both  fun  and 
moon  ;  and  Who  created  them  and 
all  the  world. 

I  lhall  only  remark  farther,  that 
from  all  the  accounts  I  have  heard 
and  read  of  the  natives  of  Cana¬ 
da,  there  is  no  nation  in  the  world, 
which  they  fo  much  reiemble  as  the 
Tongufians.  The  diftance  between 
them  is  not  fo  great  as  is  commonly 
imagined. 

Of  the  Buraty. 

Here  we  found  another  tribe  of  - 
the  natives  of  Siberia,  who  differ, 
in  fome  particulars,  from  all  thofe 
1  have  formerly  defer!  bed.  They 
are  called  by  the  Ruffians  Bratffcy, 
but  by  themfelves  Buraty.  They 
live  in  tents  ail  the  year;  and, 
having  large  flocks  of  fneep,  and 
many  cows  and  hones,  they  re- 
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move  from  place  to  place,  as  the 
convenience  of  grazing  requires. 
Their  language  has  a  great  affinity 
to  that  of  the  Kalmucks  ;  and  they 
have  priefls  among  them  who  can 
read  and  write  that  language.  As 
to  their  drefs,  and  manner  of  life,  I 
could  obferve  little  difference  be¬ 
tween  them  and  the  Kalmucks  on 
the  Volga  ;  and  therefore  conclude 
they  have  both  defeeftded  from  the 
fame  original.  Their  faces,  how¬ 
ever,  are  not  quite  fo  flat  as  thofe 
of  the  Kalmucks ;  their  nofes  being 
fomewhat  higher,  and  their  counte¬ 
nances  more  open. 

The  Buraty  are  flout  atflive  men, 
but  hate  all  kind  of  labour.  For, 
though  they  have  the  example  of 
the  Ruffians  ploughing  and  (owing 
their  ground',  and  living  plentifully 
on  the  produce  of  this  rich  and  fer¬ 
tile  foil,  they  chufe  ftiil  to  live  in 
their  tents,  and  tend  their  flocks, 
on  which  their  fubiiflence  e  cirely 
depends. 

The  chief  exercife  of  the  men 
is  hunting  and  riding.  They  have 
a  good  breed  of  faddle-horfes  ;  and 
their  horned  cattle  are  very  large. 
Their  (beep  have  broad  tails,  and 
their  mutton  is  excellent.  They 
have  alfo  great  abundance  of  goats. 
For  all  thefe  animals  they  make 
no  provifion  of  fodder;  but  leave 
them  to  feed  in  the  open  fields. 
When  the  fnow  falls  to  a  great 
depth,  which  feldom  happens  in 
thefe  parts,  they  drive  them  fouth- 
ward  to  riflng  grounds,  where  little 
fnow  lies. 

Their  arms  are  bows  and  arrows, 
lances  and  fabres ;  all  of  which  are 
ufed  on  horfe-back  ;  for,  like  the 
Kalmucks,  they  have  no  infantry. 
They  are  dexterous  archers,  and 
fkilful  horfemt-n. 

Thefe  people  were  formerly  fub* 
D  2  jedt 


1,6  ANNUAL  REGISTER 


je&  to  a  prince  of  the  Mongalls ; 
but  now  live  very  quietly  under 
the  Ruffian  government.  They  are 
at  prefent  a  very  numerous  people, 
reaching  towards  the  eaft  and  fouth 
of  the  Bay  kali  lake;  and  are  ge¬ 
nerally  reckoned  very  honeft  and 
iincere. 

As  to  their  drefs,  the  men  wear 
a  coat,  or  rather  gown,  of  iheep- 
fkins,  girt  about  the  middle,  in  all 
feafons  ;  a  fmali  round  cap,  faced 
with  fur,  having  a  taffel  of  red 
iilk  at  the  top  *  which,  together 
with  a  pair  of  drawers  and  boots, 
makes  up  the  whole  of  their  appa¬ 
rel.  The  womens’  drefs  is  nearly  the 
fame;  only  their  gowns  are  plaited 
about  the  waift,  and  hanp-  down 
like  a  petticoat.  The  married  wo¬ 
men  have  their  hair  hanging  in  two 
locks,  one  on  each  fide  of  the  head, 
drawn  through  two  iron  rings  to 
prevent  its  floating  on  the  bread  ; 
and  looking  very  like  a  tye-wig. 
Round  their  forehead  they  wear  a 
hoop  of  poliflied  iron,  made  fall 
behind  ;  and  on  their  head  a  fmali 
round  cap,  faced  with  fur,  and 
embroidered,  in  their  fafhion,  to 
diftinguilh  it  from  thofe  of  the 
men.  The  maids  are  drefled  in 
the  fame  manner  ;  only,  their  hair 
is  all  plaited,  hanging  in  feparate 
locks  round  their  head,  and  is  as 
black  as  a  raven ;  fome  of  them 
have  good  complexions.  Both  the 
men  and  women  are  courteous  in 
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their  behaviour.  I  ffiould  like  them';, 
much  better  if  they  were  a  little 
more  cleanly.  Both  their  perfons, 
and  tents  are  extremely  nafty,  from 
their  ufing  only  flans  to  preferve 
them  from  the  cold  ;  on  thefe  they 
lit,  or  lie,  round  a  little  Are,  in. 
their  tents. 

The  religion  of  the  Bursty 

feeras  to  be  the  fame  with  that  of 


the  Kalmucks,  which  is  down-right 
paganifm  of  the  groifeft  kind.  They 
talk  indeed  of  an  almighty  and 
good  being,  who  created  all  things, 
whom  they  call  Burchun  ;  but  feem 
bewildered,  in  obfcure  and  fabu¬ 
lous  notions,  concerning  his  na¬ 
ture  and  government.  They  have 
two  high  priefts,  to  whom  they 
pay  great  refpedt  ;  one  is  called 
Delay-Lama,  the  other  Kutuchtu. 
Of  thefe  priefts  I  fhall  have  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  give  fome  account  af¬ 
terwards. 

In  paffing  the  tents  of  the  Bu~ 
raty,  I  often  obferved  a  long  pole; 
whereon  was  hung,  by  the  horns, 
the  head  and  Ikin  of  a  Iheep.  On 
enquiring  the  reafon  of  this  ap¬ 
pearance,  I  was  told  that  the  ani¬ 
mal,  whole  head  and  Ikin  thefe 
were,  had  been  flain,  and  offer¬ 
ed  in  facrifice,  to  the  God  who 
protected  their  flocks  and  herds.  I 
could  obferve  no  images  among 
them,  except  fome  relics  given 
them  by  their  priefts,  which  they 
had  from  the  Delay-Lama  ;  thefe 
are  commonly  hung  up  in  a  corner 
of  their  tents,  and  fometimes  a- 
bout  their  necks,  by  way  of  an 
amulet,  to  preferve  them  from  mis¬ 
fortunes. 

Of  a  Buratjky  Shaman ,  or  Conjurer . 

We  were  entertained  with  a  fa¬ 
mous  Buratfky  (haman,  who  was 
alfo  a  Jama,  or  prieft,  and  was 
brought  from  a  great  defiance.  -As 
thefe  fhamans  make  a  great  noife 
in  this  part  of  the  world,  and  are 
believed  by  the  ignorant  vulgar, 
to  be  infpired,  1  (hall  give  iome 
account  of  the  behaviour  of  this 
one„  in  particular,  by  which  it 
will  appear  that  the  whole  is  an 
impolition, 
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He  was  introduced  to  the  ambaf- 
fador  by  the  commandant,  accom¬ 
panied  by  feveral  chiefs  of  his 
own  tribe,  who  treat  him  with 
great  refpedl.  He  was  a  man  of 
about  thirty  years  of  age,  of  a 
grave  afpedl  and  deportment.  At 
his  introdudlion  he  had  a  cup  of 
brandy  prefented  to  him,  which 
he  drank,  but  refufed  any  more. 

After  fome  converfation,  he  was 
defired  to  exhibit  fome  fpecimen 
of  his  art ;  but  he  replied,  he 
could  do  nothing  in  a  Ruffian 
houfe  •  becaufe  there  were  fome 
images  of  faints,  which  prevented 
hisfuccefs.  The  performance  was 
therefore  adjourned  to  a  Buratfky 
tent  in  the  fuburbs.  Accordingly, 
in  the  evening,  we  went  to  the 
place  appointed,  where  we  found 
the  fhaman,  with  feveral  of  his 
companions,  round  a  little  fire, 
fmoking  tobacco ;  but  no  women 
among  them.  We  placed  ourfelves 
on  one  fide  of  the  tent,  leaving 
the  ether  for  him  and  his  coun¬ 
trymen.  After  fitting  about  half 
an  hour,  the  fhaman  placed  him- 
felf  crofs-legged  upon  the  door, 
clofe  by  a  few  burning  coals  upon 
the  hearth,  with  his  face  towards 
his  companions  ;  then  he  took  two 
flicks,  about  four  feet  long  each, 
one  in  each  hand,  and  began  to  fing 
a  difmal  tune,  beating  time  with 
the  flicks;  all  his  followers  joined 
in  the  chorus.  During  this  part 
of  the  performance,  he  turned  and 
diflorted  his  body  into  many  dif¬ 
ferent  pottures,  till,  at  lafl,  he 
wrought  himfelf  up  to  fuch  a  de¬ 
gree  of  fury  that  he  foamed  at  the 
mouth,  and  his  eyes  looked  red 
and  Haring.  He  now  darted  up 
on  his  legs,  and  fell  a  dancing, 
like  one  didrafted,  till  he  trode 
out  the  fire  with  his  bare  feet. 
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Thefe  unnatural  motions  were,  by 
the  vulgar,  attributed  the  ope¬ 
rations  of  a  divinity  ;  and,  in  truth, 
one  would  almod  have  imagined 
him  pofiefled  by  fome  demon. 
After  being  quite  fpent  with  danc¬ 
ing,  he  retired  to  the  door  of  the 
tent,  and  gave  three  dreadful 
Oirieks,  by  which,  his  companions 
faid,  he  called  the  demon  to  di- 
re£l  him  in  anfwering  fuch  quef- 
tions  as  fhould  be  propofed.  He 
then  returned,  and  fat  down  in 
great  compofure,  telling  he  was 
ready  to  refolve  any  quedion  that 
irrght  be  afked.  Several  of  our 
people  put  quedionsin  abundance; 
all  which  he  anfwered  readily, 
but  in  fuch  ambiguous  terms  that 
nothing  could  be  made  of  them. 
He  now  performed  feveral  leger¬ 
demain  tricks ;  fuch  as  dabbing 
himfelf  with  a  knife,  and  bringing 
it  up  at  his  mouth,  running  him^ 
felf  through  with  a  fword,  and 
many  others  too  trifling  to  men¬ 
tion.  In  fliort,  nothing  is  more 
evident  than  that  thefe  lhamans 
are  a  parcel  of  jugglers,  who  im~ 
pofe  on  the  ignorant  and  credulous 
vulgar. 

Of  a  Buratjky  Tea-drinking. 

Our  borfes  having  fwam  the 
river,  we  went  into  one  of  the 
Burat&y  tents,  till  they  were  dri¬ 
ed.  The  hofpitable  landlady  im¬ 
mediately  fet  her  kettle  on  the 
fire,  to  make  us  fome  tea ;  the 
extraordinary  cookery  of  which  I 
cannot  omit  deferibing.  After 
placing  a  large  iron  kettle  over  the 
fire,  fhe  took  care  to  wipe  it  very 
clean  with  a  horfe’s  tail  that  hung 
in  a  corner  of  the  tent  for  that 
purpofe  ;  then  the  water  was  put 
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into  it*  and,  Toon  after,  fome  coarfe 
bohea  tea,  which  is  got  from 
China,  and  a  little  fait.  When 
near  boiling,  fie  took  a  large 
brafs  ladle  and  tolled  the  tea,  till 
the  liquor  turned  very  brown.  It 
was  now  taken  off  the  lire,  and 
after  fubfiding  a  little,  was  poured 
clear  into  another  velfel.  The 
kettle  being  wiped  clean  with  the 
horfe’s  tail,  as  before,  was  again 
fet  upon  the  fire.  The  mi  ft  refs 
now  prepared  a  pafte,  of  meal 
and  frefh  butter,  that  hung  in  a 
ikin  near  the  horfe’s  tail,  which 
was  put  into  the  tea-kettle  and 
fried.  Upon  this  pafte  the  tea 
was  again  poured  ;  to  which  was 
added  fome  good  thick  cream, 
taken  out  of  a  clean  (beep’s  fkin, 
which  hung  upon  a  peg  among  the 
other  things.  The  ladle  was  again 
employed,  for  the  fpace  of  fix 
minutes,  when  the  tea,  being  re¬ 
moved  from  the  fire,  was  allowed 
to  Hand  a  while  in  order  to  cool. 
The  landlady  now  took  fome 
wooden  cups,  which  held  , about 
half  a  pint  each,  and  ferved  her 
tea  to  all  the  company.  The  prin¬ 
cipal  advantage  of  this  tea  is,  that 
it  both  finishes  hunger  and  quenches 
thirft.  1  thought  it  not  difa- 
greeable ;  but  Ihould  have  liked 
it  much  better  had  it  been  prepared 
in  a  manner  a  little  more  cleanly. 
Our  bountiful  hoftefs,  however, 
gave  us  a  hearty  welcome ;  and, 
as  thefe  people  know  not  the  ufe 
of  money,  there  was  nothing  to 
pay  for  our  entertainment.  We 
only  made  her  a  prefent  of  a  little 
tobacco  to  fmoke,  of  which  thefe 
people  are  very  fond.  I  have 
given  this  receipt  with  a  view  that 
fome  European  ladies  may  improve 
upon  it. 
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Of  the  Mongall  Tartars » 

The  Mongalls  are  a  numerous 
people,  and  occupy  a  large  extent 
of  country,  from  this  place  to  the 
Kallgan,  which  fignifies  the  ever- 
lafting  Wall,  or  the  great  vvall  of 
China.  From  this  wall  they 
flretch  themfelves  northward  as 
far  as  the  river  Amoor ;  and  from 
the  Amoor,  weftward,  to  the  Bay- 
kall  fea  ;  where  they  border  with 
the  territories  of  the  Kontaylha, 
or  prince  of  the  black  Kalmucks. 
On  the  fouth,  they  are  bounded 
by  a  nation  called  Tonguts,  among 
whom  the  Delay-Lama  has  his  re¬ 
ft  den  ce.  One  mayeafily  imagine, 
from  the  vaft  track  of  land  which 
the  Mongalls  occupy,  that  they 
muft  be  very  numerous  ;  efpecially 
when  it  is  conftdered,  that  they 
live  in  a  healthy  climate,  and  have 
been  engaged  in  no  wars,  ftnce 
they  were  conquered,  partly  by  the 
Ruffians  on  the  weft,  and  partly 
by  the  Chinefe  on  the  eaft ;  to 
whom  all  thefe  people  are  now 
tributaries.  In  former  times  the 
Mongalls  were  troublefome  neigh¬ 
bours  to  the  Chinefe,  againft 
whofe  incurfions  the  great  wall 
was  built. 

Kamhi,  the  prefent  emperor  of 
China,  was  the  firft  who  fubdued 
thefe  hardy  Tartars  ;  which  he 
efreded  more  by  kind  ufage  and 
humanity  than  by  his  fword  ;  for 
thefe  people  are  great  lovers  of 
liberty.  The  fame  gentle  treat¬ 
ment  hath  been  obferved  by  the 
Ruffians,  towards  thofe  of  them, 
who  are  their  fubjeds.  And  they 
themfelves  confefs,  that,  under 
the  protedion  of  thefe  two  mighty 
emperors,  they  enjoy  more  li¬ 
berty,  and  live  at  more  eafe,  than 
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they  formerly  did  under  their  own 
princes. 

The  prefent  prince  of  Monga- 
lia  is  called  Tulh  du  Chan,  and 
refides  about  fix  days  journey,  to 
the  fouch-eaft,  from  Selinginfky, 
The  place  is  called  Urga,  and  is 
near  to  where  the  Kutuchtu,  or 
high  pried,  inhabits.  When  the 
Mongalls  fubmitted  themfelves  to 
the  emperor  of  China,  it  was  a- 
greed,  that  the  Tufh-du-Chan 
fhould  dill  maintain  the  name  and 
authority  of  a  prince  over  his  peo¬ 
ple  ;  but  undertake  no  war,  nor 
expedition,  without  confent  of  the 
emperor ;  which  has  dridtly  been 
obferved  ever  dnce. 

It  is  remarkable,  that,  in  all  the 
vad  dominions  of  Mongalia,  there 
is  not  fo  much  as  a  fingle  houfe  to 
be  feen.  All  the  people,  even  the 
prince  and  high  pried,  live  con- 
dantly  in  tents ;  and  remove,  with 
their  cattle,  from  place  to  place,  as 
conveniency  requires. 

Thefe  people  do  not  trouble 
themfelves  with  ploughing,  or  dig¬ 
ging  the  ground  in  any  fafhion  ; 
but  are  content  with  the  produce 
of  their  flocks.  Satisfied  with  ne- 
ceflaries,  without  aiming  at  fuper- 
fluities,  they  purfue  the  mod  an¬ 
cient  and  fimple  manner  of  life; 
which,  I  mudconfefs,  I  think  very 
pleafant  in  fuch  a  mild  and  dry 
climate. 

From  the  river  Volga,  to  the 
wall  of  China,  there  are  three 
great  Tartar  princes  ;  the  Ayuka- 
Chan,  the  Kontayfha,  and  the 
Tufh-du-Chan.  Thefe  three  migh¬ 
ty  nations  have  almod  the  fame 
features,  religion,  and  language ; 
and  live  in  the  fame  manner.  It 
will  eafily  be  perceived,  by  cading 
an  eye  on  the  map,  what  an  extent 
of  territory  thefe  princes  poffefs. 
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whofe  fubje&s  go  by  ihe  genera^ 
name  of  Kalmucks.  Few  languages 
can  carry  a  traveller  over  a  greater 
extent  of  country  than  that  of  the 
Kalmucks.  With  the  Arabic,  in¬ 
deed,  a  perfon  may  travel  through 
many  places  of  the  ead  from  Egypt 
to  the  court  of  the  Great  Mogul  ; 
but,  with  the  Illyric,  he  can  travel 
much  further  than  with  either  of 
the  former  :  viz.  from  the  gulf  of 
Venice  to  the  outmod  boundaries 
of  Kamtzatfky ;  for  the  Ruffian  is  a 
dialed!  of  the  Illyric. 

The  greated  part  of  Mongalia 
is  one  continued  wade;  except 
the  places  along  the  Amoor,  and 
towards  the  Ruffian  borders  on  the 
wed.  The  foil  alfo,  to  the  fouth, 
from  Selinginfky,  is  exceedingly 
fine  ;  and  capable,  by  proper  cul¬ 
ture,  of  producing  grain  of  feveral 
forts. 

Of  the  Kutuchtu  High  Prieft ,  or 

Lamai  of  the  Mongall  Tartars . 

The  fame  officer,  who  carried 
the  ambaffador’s  letter  to  the  prince 
of  Mongalia  at  Urga,  was  ordered 
to  prefent  his  compliments  to  the 
Kutuchtu,  or  high  pried,  who  is  a 
near  relation  of  the  prince.  He 
received  the  officer  in  a  very  friend¬ 
ly  manner,  defired  him  to  fit  down 
in  his  prefence  ;  an  honour  granted 
to  very  few,  except  ambafladors, 
and  pilgrims  from  remote  coun¬ 
tries  ;  and,  at  his  departure,  gave 
him  a  prefent  of  fome  inconfidera- 
ble  things  ;  particularly,  a  few 
pieces  of  Chinefe  fiiks. 

I  cannot  leave  this  venerable 
perfonage,  without  taking  fome 
notice  of  him.  I  fhall  therefore 
relate  a  few  things  concerning 
him,  among  thoufands  more  ridi- 
U  4  culous. 
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culous,  which  the  people  in  this 
country  tell  and  believe. 

This  extraordinary  man  affumes 
to  himfelf  the  char  after  of  omni- 
fcience,  which  is  the  interpretation 
of  the  word  ICutuchtu  ;  and  the 
people  are  taught  to  believe  that 
he  really  knows  ail  things,  pad, 
prefent,  and  future.  As  his  intel¬ 
ligence,  by  means  of  his  lamas,  is 
very  extenfive,  he  is  ealily  able  to 
Impofe  on  the  vulgar  in  this  parti¬ 
cular.  They  alfo  believe  that  he 
is  immortal  ;  not  that  his  body 
lives  always  ;  but  that  his  foul, 
upon  the  decay  of  an  old  one,  im¬ 
mediately  tranfmigrates  into  fome 
young  human  body  ;  which,  by 
certain  marks,  the  lamas  difcover 
to  be  animated  by  the  foul  of  the 
Kutuchtu,  and  he  is  accordingly 
treated  as  high  pried. 

When  the  fpirit  of  the  Kutuchtu 
has  taken  pofTeffion  of  a  new  body, 
that  is,  in  plain  Englifh,  when  he 
is  dead,  the  lamas  are  immediately 
employed  to  difcover  in  what  part 
of  the  world  this  wonderful  perfon 
is  regenerated,  or  born  again,  as 
they  exprefsit.  They  need,  how¬ 
ever,  go  to  no  great  didance  to  find 
him;  for  the  affair  being  previouf- 
3y  concerted  among  the  chief  la¬ 
mas,  they  foon  determine  the 
choice  of  a  fucceffor ;  who  general¬ 
ly  happens  to  be  a  young  boy, 
that  has  been  well  indrufted  how 
to  behave mn  that  occafion.  When 
a  fucceffor  is  pretended  to  be  found, 
a  company  of  lamas  are  fent  to  ex¬ 
amine  the  matter,  who  carry  along 
with  them  many  toys,  fuch  as  fmail 
Jilver  bells,  and  things  of  that  na¬ 
ture,  which  belonged  to  the  former 
.Kutuchtu,  intermixed  with  others 
that  did  not.  All  thefe  are  laid 
before  the  child,  who  picks  out 
fuch  things  as  belonged  to  his  pre- 


deceffor,  and  discovers  the  greateft 
fondnefs  for  them  ;  but  rejefts, 
with  difgud,  whatever  is  not  ge¬ 
nuine.  Befides  this  trial,  fome 
quedions  are  put  to  him,  relative 
to  wars,  or  remarkable  events,  in 
his  former  date  ;  all  which  are  an- 
fwered  to  the  fatisfaftion  of  the 
conclave.  Whereupon  he  is  una- 
nimoufly  declared  to  be  the  felf- 
fame  Kutuchtu,  is  conducted  with 
great  pomp  and  ceremony  to  Urga, 
and  lodged  in  the  tent  of  the  high 
pried. 

Till  the  new  Kutuchtu  arrives 
at  a  certain  age,  he  is  entirely  un¬ 
der  the  government  of  the  lamas ; 
and  few  are  permitted  to  fee  him, 
except  at  a  great  didance,  and  even 
then  it  is  noteafy  to  get  accefs  to 
him.  It  may  feem  furprifing,  that, 
in  fo  numerous  an  affembly  of  la¬ 
mas,  no  intrigues  fhould  be  carried 
on,  nor  difputes  arife,  among  the 
eleftors.  All  is  condufted  without 
noife  or  contention.  It  is  however 
imagined,  that  the  authority  of  the 
prince  greatly  contributes  to  their 
unanimity. 

The  Mongalls  relate,  that  their 
Kutuchtu  has  now  lived  fourteen 
generations,  and  renews  his  age  e- 
very  moon  ;  for,  at  the  new  moon, 
he  appears  like  a  youth  ;  when  {he 
is  full,  like  a  full  grown  man  ;  but, 
when  near  the  change,  he  is  an  old 
man  with  grey  hairs. 

What  they  call  the  Urga  is  the 
court,  or  the  place  where  the  prince 
and  high  pried  refide  ;  who  are  al¬ 
ways  encamped  at  no  great  didance 
from  one  another.  They  have  fe- 
veral  thoufand  tents  about  them, 
which  are  removed  from  time  to 
time.  The  Urga  is  much  fre¬ 
quented  by  merchants  from  China, 
and  Ruffia,  and  other  places ;  where 
all  trade  is  carried  on  by  barter, 

with® 
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without  money  of  any  kind.  The 
Chinefe  bring  thither  ingots  of 
gold,  damafk,  and  other  fllk  and 
cotton  ftuffs,  tea,  and  fome  porce¬ 
lain  ;  which  are  generally  of  an 
inferior  quality,  and  proper  for 
fuch  a  market.  The  Ruffian  com¬ 
modities  are  chiefly  furs  of  all  forts. 
Rhubarb  is  the  principal  article 
which  is  exchanged  for  thefe  goods, 
great  quantities  whereof  are  pro¬ 
duced  in  this  country,  without  any 
culture.  The  Mongalls  gather  and 
dry  it  in  autumn  ;  and  bring  it  to 
this  market,  where  it  is  bought  up, 
at  an  eafy  rate,  both  by  the  Ruffian 
and  Chinefe  merchants. 

The  Kutuchtuand  his  lamas  are 
all  clothed  in  yellow,  and  no  lay¬ 
man  is  allowed  to  wear  his  colour, 
except  the  prince.  This  mark  of 
diftindion  makes  them  known  and 
refpeded  every  where.  They  alfo 
wear  about  their  necks  a  firing  of 
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beads,  which  are  ufed  in  faying; 
their  prayers.  The  Mongalls  be¬ 
lieve  in,  and  worfhrp,  one  Al¬ 
mighty  Creator  of  all  things.  They 
hold  that  the  Kutuchtu  is  God’s 
vicegerent  on  earth  ;  and  that  there 
will  be  a  flate  of  future  rewards 
and  punifhments. 

The  following  relation,  which  I 
had  from  a  Ruffian  merchant,  to 
whom  the  thing  happened,  will 
fhow  the  methods  taken  by  thefe 
Jamas,  to  maintain  the  dignity  and 
character  of  their  mighty  high 
prieft.  This  merchant  had  gone 
to  the  Urga,  with  an  intention  to 
trade  with  the  Chinefe.  While 
be  was  at  this  place,  fome  pieces 
of  damalk  were  ftolen  out  of  his 
tent.  He  made  a  complaint  to 
fome  of  the  lamas,  with  whom  he 
was  acquainted  :  and  the  matter 
was  foon  brought  before  the  Ku¬ 
tuchtu,  who  immediately  ordered 
proper  Heps  to  be  taken  with  a 
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view  to  And  out  the  thief.  The 
affair  was  con'd uded  in  this  un¬ 
common  manner;  one  of  the  la* 
mas  took  a  bench  with  four  feet, 
which  feems  to  have  been  of  the 
conjuring  kind  ;  after  turning  it, 
feveral  times,  in  different  direc¬ 
tions,  at  lafl  it  pointed  diredly  to 
the  tent  where  the  flolen  goods  lay 
concealed.  The  lama  now  mount¬ 
ed  aifride  on  the  bench,  and  foon 
carried  it,  or,  as  was  commonly 
believed,  it  carried  him  to  the  very 
tent;  where  he  ordered  the  damalk 
to  be  produced.  The  demand  was 
diredly  complied  with  ;  for  it  is 
in  vain,  in  fuch  cafes,  to  offer  any 
excufe. 

T  fh all  now  fubjoin  a  few’  obfer- 
vations  on  the  Delay-Lama,  or 
priefl  of  the  defert,  who  is  reckon¬ 
ed  ftill  fuperior  to  the  Kutuchtu. 
He  lives  about  a  month’s  journey 
to  the  fouth-eafl  of  this  place, 
among  a  people  called  the  Ton- 
guts,  who  ufe  a  different  language 
from  the  Kalmucks.  I  am  inform¬ 
ed  that  the  religion  of  the  Ton- 
guts  is  the  fame  with  that  of  the 
Mongalls  ;  that  they  hold  the  fame 
opinions  with  refped  to  the  tranf- 
migration  of  the  Delay-Lama,  as 
the  Mongalls  do  about  the  Ku- 
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tuchtu,  and  that  he  is  eleded  in 
the  fame  manner.  What  appears 
moll  furprifing  is,  that  thefe  two 
mighty  Lamas  keep  a  good  corre- 
fpondence,  and  never  encroach  on 
one  another’s  privileges.  The  word 
delay  fignihes  either  the  fea,  or  a 
great  plain,  fuch  as  this  priefl  in¬ 
habits. 

Of  an  Interview ,  and  Hunting 

Match  with  a  Mongall  Batyr ,  or 

Hero. 

A  chief,  named  Tayfha,  of  thofe 
Mongalls  who  are  fubjeds  of  his 
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majefty,  came  to  pay  his  refpe&s 
to  the  ambafTatior,  who  gave  him 
a  friendly  reception,  and  kept  him 
to  dinner.  He  was  a  merry  old 
man,  near  fourfcore,  but  fo  vigo¬ 
rous,  that  he  could  mount  a  horfe, 
with  as  much  agility  as  many 
young  men.  He  was  accompanied 
with  five  fons,  and  many  attend¬ 
ants,  who  treated  him  with  equal 
refpeft  as  a  king  ;  and  even  his 
fons  would  not  fit  down  in  his  pre¬ 
fence,  till  he  defired  them.  I  con- 
fefs  it  gave  me  great  pleafure  to  fee 
the  decency  with  which  they  be¬ 
haved.  One  of  our  company,  a 
pretty  fat  man,  afked  the  Tayfha 
what  he  fhould  do  in  order  to  be 
as  lean  as  he  was.  The  old  man 
replied  in  thefe  few  words,  “  Eat 
Jefs,  and  work  more  :  a  faying 
worthy  of  Hippocrates  himfelf.  In 
his  youth  he  had  been  engaged  in 
many  battles  with  the  Chinefe, 
whom  he  held  in  great  contempt. 
As  he  was  a  keen  fportfman,  the 
'ambaffador  made  an  appointment 
with  him  for  a  grand  hunting 
match.  After  which  he  and  his  re¬ 
tinue  returned  to  their  tents. 

The  Tayfha-Batyr  arrived,  in 
confequence  of  his  appointment 
with  the  ambafTador,  and  brought 
along  with  him  three  hundred 
men,  well  mounted  for  the  chace. 
This  old  gentleman  had  the  appel¬ 
lation  of  Batyr  ;  a  title  of  great  re- 
fpeft  among  the  Mongalls.  It  fig- 
nifies  a  hero  ;  and  is  conferred  only 
on  thofe  who  have  fignalized  them- 
felves,  by  their  courage  and  con¬ 
duct,  in  the  held  of  battle.  Befides 
thefe  Mongalls,  we  carried  with 
ns  fifty  of  our  Coffacks,  and  our 
tents,  as  we  propofed  to  be  abroad 
fome  days. 

Early  on  the  6th,  we  took  our 
way  to  the  eaftward,  over  high 


hills,  and  through  tall  woods,  hav. 
ing  almofl  no  underwood  to  incom¬ 
mode  the  horfes,  or  interrupt  our 
view  ;  which  made  it  very  plea- 
fant.  After  riding  a  few  miles,  the 
Tayfha,  being  maker  of  the  chace, 
ordered  his  men  to  extend  their 
lines.  The  Tayfha  and  we  were  in 
the  center  ;  and  often  faw  the  game 
pafs  us,  purfued  by  the  horfemen, 
at  full  fpeed,  without  the  leafl 
noife,  but  the  whiffling  of  arrows 
The  horfes,  being  accuflomed  to 
this  kind  of  fport,  follow  the  game 
as  a  greyhound  does  a  hare;  fo  that 
the  riders  lay  the  bridles  on  their 
necks,  and  attend  to  nothing  but 
their  bows  and  arrows.  One  may 
eafily  imagine  the  exquifite  enter¬ 
tainment,  in  feeing  feveral  of  thefe 
horfemen  in  purfuit  of  an  elk  or 
flag  through  the  valleys.  When 
the  animal  is  driven  from  the 
woods,  it  flies,  for  fafety,  to  the 
neareft  rocks.  Some  of  thefe  crea¬ 
tures  are  nearly  as  large,  and 
llrong,  as  the  horfes  that  hunt 
them.  The  flags  are  of  two  kinds ; 
one  called  zuber,  the  fame  with  the 
German  crownhirfh,  but  fomewhat 
larger.  The  zuber  is  large  and 
beautiful,  and  carries  its  head  al- 
mofl  upright  as  it  runs  ;  which 
prevent  its  horns  being  entangled 
with  branches  of  trees.  There  are 
none  of  them  in  Ruflia,  nor  even  in 
Siberia,  except  about  the  Baykall 
lake,  and  eaflward  from  it ;  the 
places  farther  to  the  north  being 
too  cold  for  them.  The  elk  is 
larger  than  the  flag,  and  flronger 
made  ;  having  alfo  long  branchy 
horns,  but  a  little  flat. 

Tired  with  fport,  we  left  the 
hills  in  the  afternoon,  and  came 
down  into  a  fine  valley,  where  we 
pitched  our  tents,  near  a  pure 
brook.  The  Tayfha  then  ordered 

all 
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all  the  dead  game  to  be  brought 
before  him,  and  ^ranged  in  proper 
order.  We  found,  that,  this  day, 
we  had  killed  no  leis  than  five 
large  elks,  four  flags,  a  dozen  roe¬ 
bucks,  feveral  wolves  and  foxes, 
befides  fawns  and  hares. 

The  Tayfha  caufed  the  game  to 
be  divided  among  the  huntlmen  ; 
who  began  immediately  to  drefs  it, 
fome  of  them  by  boiling,  others  by 
broiling,  and  eat  it  without  either 
bread,  or  fait.  The  tails  of  the 
Hags,  which,  by  thefe  people,  are 
reckoned  very  delicate,  fell  to  the 
Tayfha’s  fliare.  He  cut  them  into 
flices,  and  eat  them  raw.  I  ate  a 
bit  of  one  of  them,  and  thought  it 
very  palatable.  The  tafle  relem- 
bled  nothing  fo  much  as  that  of 
frefh  caviare.  After  we  had  fe  a  fl¬ 
ed  on  variety  of  excellent  venifon, 
for  we  had  no  other  provifions,  we 
went  to  reft,  well  fatisfied  with  the 
diverfion  of  the  day. 

Our  author  gives  the  following  ac¬ 
count  of  the  cufom  amongfl  the 
Mongall  Tartars,  of  fetting  the 
grafs  on  flre,  in  the  vafl  plains 
of  their  country , 

The  grafs  is  rank  and  thick, 
and,  as  the  feafon  is  very  dry, 
would,  with  little  labour,  make 
excellent  hay.  This  grafs  is  often 
fet  on  fire,  by  the  Mongalls,  in  the 
fpring,  during  high  winds.  At 
fuch  times  it  burns  moft  furioufly, 
running  like  wild-fire,  and  fpread- 
5ng  its  flames  to  the  diflance  of 
perhaps  ten  or  twenty  miles,  till 
its  progrefs  is  interrupted  by  fome 
river  or  barren  hill.  The  impe- 
tuofity  of  thefe  flames,  their  fmoke 
and  crackling  noife,  cannot  eafily 
be  conceived  by  thefe  who  have 
not  feen  them.  When  any  perfon 


finds  himfelf  to  the  leeward  of 
them,  the  only  method,  by  which 
he  can  fave  himfelf  from  their  fury, 
is  to  kindle  immediately  the  grafs 
where  he  Hands,  and  follow  his 
own  fire.  For  this  purpofe,  every 
perfon  is  provided  with  flints,  Heel, 
and  tinder.  The  reafon  why  the 
Mongalls  fet  fire  to  the  grafs  is  to 
procure  early  pafture  for  their  cat¬ 
tle.  The  afhes,  left  upon  the 
ground,  fink  into  the  earth  at  the 
melting  of  the  fnow,  and  prove  an 
excellent  manure  ;  fo  that  the  grafs, 
in  the  fpring,  rifes  on  the  lands, 
which  have  been  prepared  in  this 
manner,  as  thick  as  a  field  of  wheat. 
Caravans,  travellers  with  merchasi- 
dife,  but  efpecially  armies,  never 
encamp  upon  this  rank  grafs.  And 
there  are  feveral  inftances  of  comfi- 
derable  bodies  of  men  being  put 
in  confufion,  and  even  defeated, 
by  the  enemy’s  fetting  fire  to  the 
grafs. 


Character  of  the  Duke  of Shrew fbury ,? 
From  a  Book  entitled ,  Thoughts 
EJfays,  and  Maxims,  chiefly  Re¬ 
ligious  and  Political.  By  Charles 
Howard ,  Efq\  of  Greyflock ,  in 
Cumberland . 

CHarlesTalbot,  duke  of  Shrews¬ 
bury,  was  a  great  man,  firft: 
earl  in  England,  of  a  moft  ancient 
family,  and  either  a  lineal  or  a 
collateral  defeendant  from  the  re¬ 
nowned  Talbot,  who  made  fo  con- 
fpicuous  a  figure  in  France,  in 
the  wars  between  England  and 
France  in  the  reigns  of  Henry  V, 
and  VI.  He  was  not  brought  up 
to  the  military  art,  but  had  great 
talents  and  abilities  as  a  minifter 
and  ftatefman,  and  the  real  and 
true  politenefs  of  a  nobleman.  He 
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paffed  through  moil  of  the  great 
offices  of  ft  ate  ;  he  was  knight  of 
the  garter,  ambaffador  in  France, 
lordAieutenant  in  Ireland,  and  I 
believe,  once  fecrefary  of  ftate  ; 
In  all  which  ftaticns  he  had  the 
happinefs  to  pleafe,  and  give  fa- 
tisfadlion.  He  is  very  well  fpoken 
of  in  France  and  Ireland,  though 
this  latter  country  was  at  that 
time  the  moft  difficult  to  govern 
and  content,  from  the  rage  of 
party  and  fadlion  which  then  pre¬ 
vailed  in  the  remnants  of'Jacobi- 
tifm,  fo  rooted  in  that  people’s 
underftanding  ;  it  being  imme¬ 
diately  or  foon  after  the  revolu¬ 
tion,  when  king  William  gained 
the  crown  of  Great  Britain  with¬ 
out  the  lofs  of  one  man’s  life ; 
but  as  he  eftablifhed  himfeif  in 
Ireland  by  victory,  courage,  and 
military  lkill  fuperior  to  his  op¬ 
ponent,  this  of  courfe  left  more 
rancour  in  that  people’s  mind, 
from  the  natural  confequences  of 
the  humiliating  confideration  of 
being  beaten  ;  and  a  lively  people, 
as  the  Irifh  are,  were  more  par¬ 
ticularly  affedled  by  it.  This  fpi- 
rlt  of  remembrance  was  artfully 
kept  up  by  ali  the  principles  of 
religion,  and  the  moft  violent 
jealoufy  ;  and  perhaps  encouraged 
by  foreign  powers,  as  well  as  all 
the  intereft  and  influence  of  the 
Stuart  family,  who  then  reftded  at 
St.  Germain  in  France,  and  who 
ever  lived  in  the  flattering  hopes 
of  a  reftoration  ;  for  which  reafon 
It  is  the  writer’s  opinion,  that 
unhappy  Stuart  family  has  done 
more  harm  to  Irifh  Roman  Catho¬ 
lics,  than  many  of  the  penal  laws, 
as  they  were  fundamenta’ly  the  oc- 
tafion  of  their  being  made.  At 
this  time,  and  under  thefecircum- 
ilances,  this  nobleman  gave  con¬ 


tent  and  fatisfa&ion  to  a  people 
who  are  not  eaflly  pleafed,  from 
the  above  reafons ;  which  is  a  very 
ftrong  proof  of  the  folidity  of  his 
underftanding,  juftnefs  of  think¬ 
ing,  diftnterefted  and  upright  be¬ 
haviour,  and  more  particularly  fo 
in  him,  as  he  had  to  ftruggle  with 
the  odium  of  having  changed  his 
religion  among  a  nation,  who,  at 
that  time,  were  five  to  one  Ro¬ 
man  Catholics,  and  were,  from 
religious  and  political  principles, 
very  zealous  and  furious  to  thofe 
they  looked  upon  or  regarded  as 
apoftates.  The  duke  of  Norfolk 
and  himfeif  conformed  to  the  Pro- 
teftant  religion  in  Charles  ITs 
reign,  at  the  time  of  Oates’s  plot  ; 
but,  as  he  had  no  iflue  by  the 
Italian  lady  he  married  (Poaloty,) 
the  family  continue  Roman  Ca¬ 
tholics,  and  is  very  refpeftably  re- 
prefented  in  the  moral  and  truly 
religious  earl  of  Shrewfbury.  His 
attachment  to  his  family  was  no¬ 
ble,  juft,  and  praife-worthy  ;  for 
though  he  difliked  his  fucceffor, 
he  left  him  ail  his  eftate,  free  and 
unencumbered,  with  this  faying, 
“  Though  I  aiflike  George  Tal¬ 
bot,  I  leave  my  eftate  to  the  earl 
of  Shrewfbury.” 

In  James  IPs  reign,  he  went 
over  to  Holland,  to  young  Naffau, 
prince  of  Orange,  and  landed  with 
him  in  England,  and  was  very  in- 
ftrumental  in  the  revolution.  Per¬ 
haps  he  might  be  induced  to  take 
this  ftep,  from  the  Letters  of  Coie- 
man,  who  was  fecretary  to  the 
duke  of  York,  and  which  were 
publifhed  at  the  time  of  Oates’s 
plot:  by  thefe  it  plainly  appears, 
that  the  meafures  purfued  by  that 
unhappy  monarch  could  anfwer  no 
end  but  to  defeat  his  own  inten¬ 
tions,  ruin  and  dethrone  himfeif, 

and 
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and  hurt  his  own  friends  and  ad¬ 
herents.  He  could  have  no  mo¬ 
tive  in  his  junction  with  the  prince 
of  Orange  but  a  fincere  eonvi&ion 
(in  the  writer's  opinion,)  that  in 
doing  of  it  he  was  ferving  his 
country  ;  for  he  was  made  duke 
by  hirn  afterwards  in  1694..  He 
might,  in  all  probability,  have  re¬ 
ceived  the  fame  honours  from 
James  II.  He  wanted  no  acqui- 
fition  of  fortune,  having  a  very 
good  one,  and  he  always  lived 
within  compafs  ;  but  then  he  did 
not  trim,  or  hand  fhiily-fhally, 
but  manly,  and  nobleman-like, 
purfued  the  meafures  he  thought 
right :  he  took  a  fide,  and  on  that 
fide  was  firm  and  ftrong.  What¬ 
ever  faults  he  might  have  (and  who 
is  without  them  ?)  they  were  only 
perlonal,  and  did  not  concern  the 
public  :  the  writer  has  therefore  no 
bufinefs  to  meddle  with  them. 

In  a  word,  he  feems  to  have 
been  very  deferving  of  the  cna- 
raCler  one  of  the  greatefi  of  the 
Rnglifh  poets,  Pope,  gave  him  : 
and  was  a  worthy  descendant  of 
his  renowned  anceftor,  fo  well 
characterized  by  the  immortal 
towering  genius  Shakefpear,,  in 
the  picture  he  gives  of  the  father 
and  fon,  in  his  Henry  VI.  where 
the  fon  is  brought  in  dead  before 
his  father. 

Come,  come,  and  lay  him  in  his 
father’s  arms  ; 

My  fpirit  can  no  longer  bear  thefe 
harrpis. 

Soldiers,  adieu  !  I  have  what  I 
wouid.  have, 

Now  my  old  arms  are  young  John 
Talbot’s  grave. 

N.  B.  The  writer  would  not 
be  thought  or  underltood  not  to 
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regard  or  look  upon  Oates’s  plot 
to  be  one  of  the  molt  vile  forge- 
ries  and  perjuries  that  ever  difi- 
graced  the  annals  of  Englifh  hif» 
tory  ;  or  to  fuppofe  that  the  vifi- 
count  Stafford,  who  was  executed 
for  the  fame,  was  not  the  reveife 
of  the  character  and  difpofitions 
he  was  charged  with  by  thofe  per- 
j’ured  wretches  Bedloe  and  Oates; 
the  latter  of  whom  was  conviCted 
of  perjury  in  the  fhort  reign  of 
James  II,  and  publicly  whipt  at  a 
cart’s  tail  through  the  (Ireets  of 
London  ;  and  king  William,  after 
the  revolution,  never  attemoted  to 
reverfe  his  attainder. 

Though  he  changed  his  religion 
himfelf,  he,  unlike  many  converts, 
did  not  think  himfelf  obliged  to 
behave  with  more  violence  than 
others  againft  his  old  friends, 
weakly  to  (hew  the  fincerity  of  his 
conviCIion  ;  on  the  contrary,  he 
ever  behaved  with  the  greatefi 
moderation,  candor,  and  civility, 
to  the  Roman  Catholics.  His 
leaving  his  eflate,  as  mentioned, 
is  one  proof ;  and  his  fupporting 
Savage  earl  of  Rivers,  a  Roman 
Catholic  priefl  and  nobleman,  in 
a  family  difpute  in  which  he  had 
been  fo  ill  ufed,  that  in  heat  and 
refentment  he  conformed  to  the 
Proteftant  religion,  againll  his 
own  conviCIion.  The  duke  told 
him,  “  My  lord,  what  you  have 
done  in  a  private  fort  of  manner 
before  a  jultice  of  peace,  do  pub¬ 
licly  in  the  houfe  of  lords,  and  take 
your  feat,  and  you  will  be  fup- 
ported  according  to  the  juilnefi? 
of  your  pretenfions.”  Upon  his 
replying,  <4  My  lord,  I  have 
through  pafiion  and  refentment 
gone  too  far  already  j”  the  duke’s 
anfwer  was  worthy  of  himfelf : 

“  My  lord,  I  never  will  prefs  a 
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t€  tender  confidence and  lord 
Rivers  made  what  terms  he  could 
with  bis  antagonift,  and  retired 
into  Flandeis,  and  lived  many 
years  afterwards,  much  refpefted, 
canon  of  Liege,  where  he  died, 
about  thirty  years  ftnce.  Such 
was  the  uprightnefs,  and  force  of 
friendlhip,  in  the  duke  of  Shrewf- 
bury  in  fupporting  what  appeared 
to  himfelf  juft  and  honeft,  without 
being  guided  by  tbofe  little  nar¬ 
row  party  notions  of  fearing  con- 
fequences,  or  what  the  world 
would  fay. 


Character  of  John  Duke  of  Argyle, 
From  the  fame . 

/rar^ HIS. nobleman  was  a  Scotch- 
j[  man,  chief  and  head  of  the 
ancienc  and  numerous  family  of 
the  masspe  of  Campbell  jn  Scot¬ 
land.  He  was  duke  and  peer  of 
Scotland,  and  the  fame  in  England 
by  the  title  of  Greenwich,  which 
be  acquired  himfelf  before  the 
union  of  the  two  kingdoms ;  and 
perhaps  he  may  allude  to  this  by 
the  motto  he  then  took,  Fix  ilia 
nofra  <voco  qu<e  non  fectmus  ipji% 
He  was  brought  up  to  the  pro- 
feffion  of  arms,  and  behaved  well, 
and  in  a  foldier-like  and  gallant 
manner  ;  witnefs  his  conduct  un¬ 
der  the  duke  of  Marlborough,  and 
his  behaviour  at  Sherif-Moor, 
where  he  commanded  in  chief, 
and  was  the  principal  means  and 
caufe  of  the  total  extinftion,  at 
that  time,  of  the  rebellion  in 
Scotland,  without  much  blood- 
fhed.  He  had  then  a  very  diffi¬ 
cult  part  to  aft  as  a  Scotchman  ; 
for  at  that  period  three  parts  out 
of  four  of  that  kingdom  were 
naturally  and  affectionately  Jaco¬ 


bites,  though  they  had  fewer  Ro¬ 
man  Catholics  among  them  than 
in  either  of  the  two  other  king- 
d;  ms,  England  or  Ireland  ;  and, 
perhaps,  for  that  reafon  more 
openly  determined  and  daringly 
profefted  being  afting  friends  to 
the  Stuart  family. 

In  direft  oppofition  to  him,  or 
that  part  of  the  army  he  com® 
manded,  at  the  head  of  all  his 
Campbells  was  placed  Campbell 
earl  of  Breadalbin,  of  the  fame 
family  and  kindred,  by  fome  fatal 
error  that  ever  mifguided  and  mif- 
led  that  unhappy  family  of  the 
Stuarts,  and  all  its  adherents. 
What  was  the  confequence  ?  Both 
fets  of  Campbells,  from  family 
affeftion,  refuted  to  ftrike  a  ftroke, 
and  retired  out  of  the  field  of  bat¬ 
tle.  He  never  was  firlt  minifter, 
but  was  a  very  able  ftatefman  and 
politician,  and  was  mo  ft  fteadily 
fixed  in  thofe  principles  that  he 
thought  right,  and  not  to  be 
fhaken  or  changed.  His  delicacy 
and  honour  were  fo  great,  that  it 
hurt  him  to  be  even  fufpefted  ; 
witnefs  that  application  faid  to  be 
made  to  him  by  one  of  the  adhe¬ 
rents  of  the  Stuart  family,  in 
1743  or  1744,  in  order  to  gain 
his  intereft,  which  was  confidfcr- 
able  both  in  England  and  Scot¬ 
land.  He  immediately  fent  the 
letter  to  the  fecretary  of  ftate,  and 
it  vexed  him  much  even  to  have 
an  application  made  him,  left  any 
perfon  fhould  think  him  capable 
of  afting  a  double  part.  He  was 
equally  firm  and  refolute  in  his 
oppofition  to  the  meafures  and 
minifters,  when  he  thought  them 
wrong. 

He  did  not  oppofe  Sir  Robert 
Walpole  out  of  pique,  party,  or 
faftion,  but  becaufe  he  thought 
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fome  of  his  meafures  were  erro¬ 
neous,  and  that  he  made  cor¬ 
ruption  too  much  the  guide  and 
ftandard  of  his  actions.  Indeed, 
this,  and  his  playing  the  fool  with 
Jacobitifm,  and  his  keeping  it  as 
a  dalking-horfe  to  himfelf  in  its 
power,  and  not  attacking  its  head¬ 
quarters,  as  it  has  been  effectually 
done  fince,  feems  the  mod  blame¬ 
worthy  part  of  this  minifter’s  cha¬ 
racter,  who  otherwife  was  a  very 
able  one,  a  friend  to  liberty,  and 
underftood  the  conditution  of  his 
country  well.  You  never  can  fo 
effectually  take  any  principle  from 
man  by  power,  force,  or  any  me¬ 
thod,  as  you  do  when  you  take  it 
from  their  minds ;  and  thofe  peo¬ 
ple  you  divefl  of  this  opinion  you 
make  more  eafy,  c’nearful  in  their 
mind,  and  more  capable  of  ferv- 
ing  you. 

When  he  thought  meafures 
wrong  or  corrupt,  he  cared  not 
who  was  the  author,  however 
great  or  powerful  he  might  be; 
witnefs  his  boldly  attacking  the 
great  duke  of  Marlborough  in  the 
houfe  of  lords,  about  his  forage 
and  army- con traCVs  in  Flanders, 
in  the  very  zenith  of  his  power 
and  popularity  ;  though  in  all 
other  refpeCts,  he  was  the  mod 
able  renowned  general  of  his 
time.  He  deferved,  a  ad  indeed 
he  was  nobly  and  amply  rewarded 
by  his  country.  The  duke  of 
Argyle  pofieffed  great  public 
places  and  honourable  employ¬ 
ments,  which  did  not  influence 
him  in  his  way  of  aCiing,  or  voting- 
in  parliament,  as  he  fhewed  upon 
Yeveral  occafions,  by  refigning 
them  when  he  thought  any  thing 
was  required  of  him  to  comply 
with  that  he  did  not  think  right. 
In  this  he  is  cenfured  by  fome,  as 
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too  hafty ;  for  why  fhould  a  man, 
punifh  himfelf  when  he  a&s  upon 
principle,  .and  deprive  his  country 
of  his  fervice,  becaufe  he  thinks 
another  doth  wrong;  ?  If  he  was 
midaken,  it  mud  be  as  little  as 
any  man,  becaufe  he  had  a  good 
head  and  heart.  In  the  houfe  of 
lords  he  fpoke  well,  with  a  firm* 
manly,  and  noble  eloquence,  and 
feems  to  deferve  the  character 
given  of  him  by  Pope  ; 

Argyle  the  date’s  whole  thunder 
born  to  wield. 

And  fhake  alike  the  fenate  and  the 
held. 


Char  after  of  the  Duke  of  Berwick, 
From  the  fame . 

^  i  ^HE  duke  of  Berwick  was  na- 
X  tural  fon  of  James  11.  by  Mrs. 
Arabella  Churchill,  flder  to  the 
great  duke  of  Marlborough.  He 
followed  the  fate  of  his  father,  and 
came  into  France  after  the  revo¬ 
lution  with  James  II.  who  retired 
thither,  to  put  himfelf  under  the 
protection  of  his  friend  and  ally 
Lewis  XIV.  His  ally  he  was,  be¬ 
caufe  he  refufed  to  flgn  the  treaty 
of  Augfburgh,  in  a  general  com¬ 
bination  to  lower  the  ambition 
and  greatnefs  of  the  French  mo¬ 
narch,  agreed  to  by  mod  of  the 
European  powers,  and,  it  is  Lid, 
even  by  the  Pope  himfelf.  This 
refufal,  it  is  thought,  hadened  the 
revolution  ;  for  at  that  time  the 
prince  of  Orange’s  views  to  the 
crown  of  Great  Britain,  if  he  had 
any,  mud  have-been  very  diftant; 
and  it  is  thought  that  King  Will 
Jiam  was  better  pleafed  with  his 
acceflion  to  the  crown  of  Great 
Britain,  from  the  fituation  and 
io  power 


ANNUAL  REGISTER 


48 

power  it  gave  him  to  attack  the 
overgrown  power  of  France,  than 
from  any  real  fatisfadlion  as  being 
king  of  Great  Britain  :  and  this 
appears  more  probable,  from  the 
anfwer  he  gave  to  the  conventions 
of  the  hares,  when  they  offered  to 
make  him  king  conjointly  with  his 
wife,  but  only  for  her  life:  “  I 
refpeft  the  prineefs,  but  will  not 
hold  my  crown  on  her  apron- 
firings.  ”  Such  was  the  native 
love  that  NafTau  prince  of  Orange 
bore  his  country,  and  perhaps 
founded  upon  a  good  deal  of  re¬ 
sentment,  naturally  caufed  by  the 
attack  upon  Holland  by  Lewis 
XIV.  in  Charles  IPs  reign  when 
that  republic,  by  the  rapid  victo¬ 
ries  of  the  French  monarch,  was 
■very  near  deftru&ion,  He  was 
not  fuccefsful,  in  general,  in  his 
wars  with  France,  but  laid  the 
foundation  for  the  more  fuccefsful 
one  of  his  iuccefTor  queen  Anne. 

James  II.  was  received  in  France 
and  fupported  in  a  king-like  man® 
ner  during  all  his  life  at  the  caftle 
of  St,  Germain.  Lewis  XIV. 
ihewed  upon  all  occafions  the  ut- 
moff  friend fhip  for  him.  Indeed, 
the  two  monarchs  were  in  fome 
rneafure  dlredted  by  the  fame  prin¬ 
ciples  in  religion,  whichever  unite 
friend  fhip  ;  and  both  were  too 
much,  at  that  time,  governed  by 
the  fame  fet  of  priefts.  Lewis 
XfV’s  great,  and  otherwife  mo  ft 
nobler  character,  was  much  ble¬ 
nd  fhed  by  being  in  fuch  fubjedlion 
to  them.  James  II.  was  dethroned 
by  them,  from  his  own  weaknefs 
In  too  precipitately  liftening  and 
following  their  councils,  in  mif* 
taking  obftinacy  and  wrong-head¬ 
ed  nefs  for  firm  nefs  and  refolution  : 
for  zeal  without  knowledge  ever 
counteracts  iifelf. 


The  duke  of  Berwick  was  re¬ 
commended  to  the  court  of  France 
by  his  fuperior  merit ;  he  attained 
ail  the  military  honours  and  dig¬ 
nities  his  moft  Chriftian  Majefiy 
cou'd  confer  on  him  ;  he  was 
marfhal  of  France,  knight  of  the 
Holy  Ghoft,  duke  and  peer  of 
France,  grandee  of  Spain,  com¬ 
mander  in  chief  of  the  French 
armies  ;  in  ail  which  ftations  his 
behaviour  was  fuch,  that  few 
equalled,  perhaps  none  furpafted 
him.  He  lived  in  an  age  when 
the  renowned  prince  of  Orange, 
and  many  other  of  the  greateft 
men,  commanded  againft  him. 
His  courage  was  of  the  cool,  fteadv 
kind ;  always  poftefiing  hirnfelf, 
taking  all  advantages,  not  fooli fit¬ 
ly,  rafhly,  or  wantonly  throwing 
away  the  lives  of  his  foldiers. 
He  kept  up  on  all  occafions  the 
moft  ftriCb  difeipline,  and  did  not 
fpare  punifhment  among  his  fof- 
diers  for  marauding  and  other 
crimes,  when  properly  deferred  ; 
for  which  fome  rafh,  filly,  in- 
confiderate  people  have  found 
.fault,  and  blamed  him.  They 
were  hard  put  to  it  to  find  a 
fault  in  this  great  man  ;  for  furely 
an  army  without  ftriCt  difeipline, 
good  order,  and  due  fubordina- 
tion,  will  never  do  their  duty,  as 
all  hiftories  and  times  evince; 
and  they  would  be  little  better 
(confidering  the  fort  of  men  ar¬ 
mies  m u ft  be  compofed  of)  than 
a  powerful  fet  of  banditti  and 
thieves.  This,  then,  in  the  wri¬ 
ter’s  opinion,  is  far  from  blame- 
able,  but  a  moil  praife-worthy 
part  of  his  character.  If  he  were 
ftridl  and  exaCl  in  his  command, 
and  the  prevention  of  wrongs  by 
others,  he  was  moft  juft  in  him- 
felf ;  not  raifing  unnecefiary  con¬ 
tributions 
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tributions,  and  promoting  pillage, 
in  order  to  enrich  himfelf,  as  many 
generals  have  formerly  done  before 
his  time.  He  has  been  refleded 
upon  by  the  very  zealous  and  vio¬ 
lent  adherents  of  the  Stuart  family, 
for  not  being  fufficiently  attached 
to  that  party,  which  was  his  own 
family.  But  by  a  cool  examina¬ 
tion  of  his  adions,  which  are  ftub- 
born  things,  and  the  b eft  index 
of  the  mind  of  a  fenfible  man,  it 
will  appear,  that  his  behaviour  in 
this  particular  was,  as  in  moll 
parts  of  his  life,  fenfible  and  juft. 
When  he  accepted  of  employ¬ 
ments,  received  honours,  dignities, 
and  became  a  naturalized  French¬ 
man,  he  thought  it  his  duty,  as 
an  honeft  man,  to  become  a  French¬ 
man,  and  a  real  fubjed  to  the 
monarch  who  gave  him  bread  ; 
and  to  be,  or  not  to  be,  in  the 
intereft  of  the  Stuart  family,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  will  and  commands 
of  the  fovereign  whom  he  ferved, 
and  in  the  intereft  of  France  ac¬ 
cording  to  time  and  circumftances; 
for  there  is  no  ferving  two  mafters 
well.  But  when  ordered  by  his 
king  to  be  in  that  family’s  intereft, 
he  aded  with  the  greateft  fince- 
rity,  and  took  the  moft  effedual 
and  fenfible  methods  to  ferve  that 
unhappy  houfe,  as  the  following 
anecdote,  if  true,  and  it  has  great 
appearance  and  probability  on  its 
fide,  proves. 

The  duke  of  Marlborough,  after 
the  figning  of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht, 
was  cenfured  by  the  Britifh  par¬ 
liament  for  fome  of  the  army  con- 
trads  in  relation  to  bread  and  fo¬ 
rage  ;  upon  which  he  retired  into 
France  :  and  it  was  then  credi¬ 
bly  aflerted,  the  duke  of  Marl¬ 
borough  was  brought  over  to  the 
intereft  of  the  Stuart  family ;  for 
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it  is  now  paft  a  doubt  that  queen 
Anne  had  a  very  ferious  intention 
of  having  her  brother  upon  the 
throne  of  England  after  her  death  : 
and  feveral  circumftances,  as  well 
as  the  time  #  of  that  duke’s  land¬ 
ing  in  England,  make  many  peo¬ 
ple  believe  he  was  gained  over  to 
the  Stuart  party.  If  the  duke  of 
Berwick  was,  diredly  or  indired- 
ly,  the  means  of  gaining  his  uncle 
over  to  that  intereft,  he  more  ef- 
fedually  ferved  it  than  that  rafh 
mock  army  of  unhappy  gentlemen, 
who  were  taken  prifoners  at  Prefton 
in  1715,  had  it  in  their  power  to 
do. 

In  a  word,  the  duke  of  Berwick 
was,  without  being  a  bigot,  a  mo¬ 
ral  and  religious  man,  and  fhewed 
by  his  life  and  adions,  that  mo¬ 
rality  and  religion  are  very  com¬ 
patible  and  confiftent  with  the  life 
of  a  ftatefman  and  a  great  general ; 
and  if  they  were  oftener  united  in 
thofe  two  profeffions,  it  would  be 
much  happier  for  the  reft  of  man¬ 
kind. 

He  was  killed  by  a  cannon-ball, 
in  doing  his  duty  at  the  fiege  of 
Philipfburgh,  in  1738.  So  djed 
the  marlhal  of  Berwick,  ripe  in 
years,  full  of  dignities,  honours, 
and  glory.  Sic  tranjit  gloria, 
mundi . 

N.  B.  Lewis  XIV.  before  his 
undertakings  againft  Holland,  fent 
word,  underhand,  to  the  prince  of 
Orange,  offering  to  make  him  ab- 
folute  fovereign  of  the  Nether¬ 
lands,  if  he  would  be  his  ally  ; 
when  he  anfwered,  “  he  fhould  be 
true  to  his  country.”  “  But  re¬ 
fled,  Sir,  faid  the  emiflary,  how 
you  will  withftand  a  prince  who 
makes  you  fuch  fair  offers,  if  he 
undertakes  to  invade  Holland  ?” 

“  If  that  be  the  cafe,  refumed  the 


*  The  very  day  or  day  after  the  death  of  queen  Anne. 

Vol.  X.  E 


prince* 


•  50: 0  ANNUAL 

prince,  I  believe  Europe  will  come 
to  its  fuccour  ;  but  fhould  we  be 
abandoned,  and  left  to  ourfelves, 
if  vanquifhed,  I  then  fall,  and  (hall 
perifh  with  my  country.” 


Character  of  the  Duke  of  Ormond . 

From  the  jame . 

A-TrA HIS  duke  was  bleffed  with 
a  mod  noble  fortune,  and 
it  fell  into  very  good  hands  ;  for 
no  perfon  was  of  a  more  generous 
hofpitable  difpofition :  he  was  the 
mod  popular  man  of  his  time, 
head  of  the  ancient,  opulent,  and 
numerous  family  of  the  Butlers, 
both  an  Englifh  and  an  Irifh  duke, 
commander  in  chief  of  the  Englifh 
army  in  Flanders,  when  the  great 
duke  of  Marlborough,  by  the  in¬ 
trigues  of  the  party  that  then  pre¬ 
vailed  in  England,  was  recalled 
home.  He  was  chancellor  of  the 
Univerfity  of  Oxford,  and  I  be¬ 
lieve  of  Dublin,  knight  of  the 
garter,  and  had  all  the  honours 
conferred  on  him  that  his  country 
could  bellow;  and  his  princely 
generous  difpolition  became  them 
well,  and  in  fome  meafure  fup- 
ported  his  underdanding,  which 
when  analyzed  from  real  fadls,  was 
but  weak,  and  not  truly  fincere 
and  honed,  but,  like  great  part 
of  mankind,  not  very  moral.  He 
received  honours,  great  places  of 
trud  and  profit,  from  king  Wil¬ 
liam,  queen  Anne,  and  of  courfe 
was  obliged  to  take  the  ted  oath 
of  allegiance  and  abjuration  to 
thofe  refpe&ive  princes  :  yet  at 
the  fame  time  he  encouraged  jaco- 
bitifm,  and,  among  his  friends, 
profelfed  himfelf  the  greated  friend 
and  adherent  to  the  houfie  of  Stuart. 
This  is  repugnant  to  fincerity,  ho- 
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nedy,  and,  I  may  venture  to  fay, 
religion,  which  ever  ought  to  be 
aflbciated  together  ;  becaufe  it  is 
profeffing  one  thing,  and  being,  or 
pretending  to  be,  of  another  opi¬ 
nion  It  is  weak,  becaufe  it  is  de- 
drudfive  of  the  fchemes  and  mea- 
fures  intended  to  be  accomplilhed 
and  brought  about  :  it  may  be 
faid  to  divide  onefelf  againd  one- 
felf,  and  of  courfe  one’s  own 
drength  and  force  is  weakened, 
by  endeavouring  to  demoiifh  with 
one  hand  what  one  builds  with  the 
other. 

When  he  was  lord  lieutenant  of 
Ireland,  he  made,  or  occafioned 
to  be  made,  many  of  the  penal 
laws  that  are  mod  hurtful  to  the 
Irifh  Roman  Catholics.  This  was 
not  honed,  or  grateful,  becaufe 
it  was  hurting  thofe  who  were 
his  bed  friends.  It  was  weak,  and 
not  politic,  being  diredlly  oppofite 
to  that  maxim,  if  you  have  a  mind 
effectually  to  ferve  yourfelf,  fling 
power  into  the  hands  of  your 
friends  :  and  he,  by  his  behaviour, 
weakened  and  difenabled  thofe 
people  from  abiding  him  fo  much 
as  they  might  have  done,  and  by 
whom  he  expe&ed  to  be  fupport- 
ed. 

He  did  not  fuller  fo  much  by  his 
attainder  as  many  others  that  acled 
with  more  determined  fincerity  and 
refolution  ;  becaufe  his  brother, 
the  earl  of  Arran,  a  very  good 
fort  of  man,  enjoyed  and  po defied 
great  part  of  his  very  opulent  for¬ 
tune,  which  enabled  him  to  per¬ 
form  what  was  dictated  by  brother¬ 
ly  affedlion  and  honedy,  in  paying 
him  annually  a  fufficient  fum  to 
live  in  a  moil  princely  manner  at 
Avignon,  where  he  died  ;  from 
whence  he  was  brought,  and  buried 
in  Wedminder-Abbey. 
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Upon  the  whole,  it  is  thought 
by  many,  that  if  George  I.  who 
was  in  himfelf  a  humane  and  com- 
paffionate  prince,  had  not  been  fo 
much  fet  againd  him,  he  would 
have  accepted  of  his  ferviees, 
when  he  made  a  tender  and  offer 
of  them,  upon  his  landing  at 
Greenwich. 

With  all  his  foibles  and  weak- 
neffes,  he  might  have  become  a 
very  good  fubjeft,  and  a  ufeful 
member  to  fociety,  particularly 
to  Ireland,  his  native  country, 
when  he  had  feen  his  errors ;  for 
to  do  the  Irilh  juftice,  with  whom 
the  writer  is  well  acquainted,  in¬ 
gratitude  doth  not  feem  to  be  a- 
inong  their  national  vices.  That 
he  would  have  feen  his  errors,  and 
have  correfted  them,  there  is  the 
greateft  probability  and  reafon  to 
think  ;  becaufe  it  is  credibly  a f- 
ferted,  and  I  believe  known,  that 
he  abfolutely  refufed,  directly  or 
inaireftly,  to  be  concerned  in  any 
of  the  confufions  and  troubles  that 
happened  in  his  country  in  the 
year  1745.  Why  not  change  his 
opinions,  or  correct  his  errors  ?  It 
is  never  too  late  to  mend,  or  own 
you  have  been  in  the  wrong, 
which  is  next  to  being  in  the 
right  Some  of  his  friends  aver, 
that  he  never  externally  profeffed 
a  thing,  but  what  he  internally 
believed  at  the  time,  and  was  fin- 
cere  :  this  is  very  difficult  to  cre¬ 
dit,  as  it  rarely  happens  in  fuch 
frequent  changes;  efpecially  as  he 
feldom  veered  but  when  his  intereft 
or  power  was  thereby  enlarged  : 
but  if  it  be  true,  it  only  Ihews  a 
weaknefs,  and  a  mutability  of  dif- 
pofition  liable  to  the  influence  of 
others. 


Char  after  of  Cardinal  de  Fleury. 
From  the  fame . 

Peace  is  my  delight,  not  Fleury’s 
more.  Pope. 

CArdinal  Fleury  was  a  very 
good  and  intelligent  mini- 
der,  and  upon  the  whole  purfued 
the  real  intered  of  France.  He 
was  honed,  fincere,  religious,  and 
moral ;  qualifications  and  virtues 
which,  when  united  (and  it  is  to 
be  wifhed  they  were  oftener  found 
in  miniders)  will  ever,  without 
even  extraordinary  and  over-diin- 
ing  abilities  and  talents,  make 
datefmen  ferve  their  country  the 
better  ;  becaufe  they  then  aft 
upon  principle,  and  think  they 
are  accountable  for  their  aftions 
to  more  than  man,  and  have  more 
than  that  vague  and  vain  love  of 
fame  and  popularity,  or  fear  of 
puniffimentin  this  world,  to  incite 
and  fpur  them  to  the  performance 
and  execution  of  good  in  them- 
felves,  and  the  prevention  of  evil 
in  others ;  all  which  miniders  have 
much  in  their  power  to  do,  when 
power  falls  into  the  hands  of  men 
of  abilities,  application,  and  good 
morals  ;  which  mud  ever  take 
their  fpring  from  real  religion,  and 
a  belief  and  hope  of  a  future  re¬ 
ward,  and  the  fear  of  the  like  pu- 
nifhment.  Such  was  Cardinal  Fleu¬ 
ry  in  the  beginning  of  his  ap¬ 
pearance  in  public,  then  preceptor 
to  Lewis  XV.  and  during  that 
time  he  indilled  into  his  prince 
thofe  real  principles  of  religion 
which  very  apparently,  upon  many 
occafions,  animate  that  monarch. 
He  was  a  good  minider  to  France, 
E  z  becaufe 
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becaufe  he  confined  himfelf  to  her 
natural  ftrength,  the  encourage¬ 
ment  of  her  manufactures,  and  the 
improvement  of  the  intrinfic  and 
natural  advantages  with  which 
Providence  has  blefled  that  king¬ 
dom  above  all  the  reft  of  Europe  ; 
nqt  vainly  attempting  to  make  it 
go  out  from  itfelf,  in  forcing  it  to 
be,  what  nature  and  its  fituation 
never  designed  it,  the  firft  mari¬ 
time  power ;  becaufe  then  it  would 
naturally  weaken  its  military 
ftrength,  which  is  very  neceftary 
to  fupport  itfelf  agaihft  the  power¬ 
ful  kingdoms  that  furround  it,  and 
are  not  without  reafon  jealous  of 
its  too  much  increasing  power : 
befid  es,  a  well  regulated  and  dif- 
ciplined  military  force  is  very  ne- 
ceflary  to  keep  fo  lively  a  people 
in  due  order  and  fubordination. 

He  kept  France  in  peace  very 
near  his  whole  adminiftration, 
which  was  above  twenty -feven 
years,  except  a  fmall  interval  of  a 
fort  of  war  in  1734;  and  that, 
by  his  very  able  head,  and  hu¬ 
mane  difpofition,  he  hindered  from 
fpreading,  and  finilhed  without 
making  ;t  general,  and  of  courfe 
prevented  a  devaluation  and  daugh¬ 
ter  of  mankind.  It  is  true,  upon 
the  death  of  the  emperor,  the 
queen  of  Hungary’s  father,  he 
was,  fomehow  or  other,  brought 
into  a  war  in  his  very  old  age, 
with  the  reft  of  the  Germanic 
princes,  about  the  divifion  of  the 
territories  of  that  illuftrious  and 
magnanimous  princefs  ;  foon  after 
which  he  died,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
four.  - 

In  all  human  probability,  had 
be  lived,  and  retained  his  pans 
and  underftandingi  which  is  not 
yery  common  at  fo  very  great  an 
age,  he  would  have  finilhed  it 
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much  fooner.  France  in  that  war 
was  very  fuccefsful  in  Flanders* 
though  not  in  Germany,  or  by 
fea  ;  and,  in  the  writer’s  opinion, 
it  was  no  ways  advantageous  to 
France  upon  the  whole  ;  for  fhe 
received  more  real  benefit  by  that 
mod  fenfible  treaty  vvhereby  (he 
acquired  Lorrain,  made  by  this 
great  and  honeft  minifter,  than  by 
all  its  conquefts  of  that  rich  and 
fertile  country  of  Aultrian  Flan¬ 
ders. 

Jn  a  word,  moft  governments 
have  more  territory  and  country 
than  they  improve  and  make  good 
ufe  of. 


•  ■*  )  ;  • 

Some  account  of  Mrs.  Thomas ,  the 
celebrated  Corhina  ;  from  the  1 2th 
volume,  or  Supplement  to  the  Ge¬ 
neral  Biographical  Dictionary, 
lately  publijhed. 

j  AHOM AS  (Mrs.)  known  to 
X  the  world  by  the  poetical 
name  of  Corinna,  was  the  child  of 
an  ancient  and  infirm  parent,  who 
gave  her  life  when  he  was  dying 
himfelf,  and  to  whofe  unhappy  con- 
ftitution  fhe  was' foie  heirefs.  From 
her  very  birth,  which  happened  in 
1675,  was  £  fibbed  with  fevers 
and  defluxions,  and,  being  over- 
nurfed,  her  conftitution  was  fo  de¬ 
licate  and  tender,  that,  had  Ihe  not 
been  of  a  gay  difpofition  and  pof- 
fefled  of  a  vigorous  mind,  fhe  mull 
have  been  more  unhappy  than  fhe 
aftually  was. 

Her  father  dying  when  fhe  was 
fcarce  two  years  old  and  her  mo¬ 
ther  not  knowing  his  real  circum- 
ftances,  as  he  was  fuppofed  from 
the  fplendour  of  his  manner  of  life 
to  be  very  rich,  fome  inconveni¬ 
ences  were  incurred,  in  bellowing 

upon 
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apori  him  a  pompous  funeral 
which  in  thofe  times  was  fafhion- 
able.  The  mother  of  our  poetefs, 
in  the  bloom  of  eighteen,  was  con¬ 
demned  to  the  arms  of  this  man, 
upwards  of  fixty,  upon  the  fuppo- 
fition  of  his  being'  wealthy,  but  in 
which  flie  was  foon  miferably  de¬ 
ceived.  She  difpofed  of  two  houfes 
her  hu/band  kept,  one  in  town,  the 
other  in  the  county  of  Eflex,  ani 
retired  into  a  private,  but  decent 
country  lodging.  The  houfe  where 
/he  boarded  was  an  eminent  cloth- 
worker’s  in  the  county  of  Surry, 
but  the  people  in  the  houfe  proved 
very  difagreeable.  The  lady  had 
no  converfation  to  divert  her ;  the 
landlord  was  an  illiterate  man,  and 
the  reft  of  the  family  brutilh,  and 
unmannerly.  At  laft  Mrs.  Thomas 
attracted  the  notice  of  Dr.  Glyfton, 
4vho  obferving  her  at  church  very 
fplenaidly  drefted,  folicited  her 
acquaintance.  He  was  a  valuable 
piece  of  antiquity,  being  then, 
1683,  100  years  of  age.  His  per- 
fon  was  tall,  his  bones  very  large, 
his  hair  like  fnow,  a  venerable 
afpett,  and  a  complexion  which 
might  lhame  the  bloom  of  fifteen. 
He  enjoyed  a  found  judgment,  and 
a  memory  fo  tenacious,  and  clear, 
that  his  company  was  very  engag¬ 
ing.  His  vifits  greatly  alleviated 
the  folitude  of  this  lady.  The  laft 
vifit  he  made  to  Mrs.  Thomas,  he 
drew  on,  with  much  attention,  a 
pair  of  rich  Spanifh  leather  gloves, 
emboft  on  the  backs  and  tops  with 
gold  embroidery,  and  fringed  round 
with  gold.  The  lady  could  not 
help  exprefling  her  curiofity,  to 
know  the  hiftory  of  thofe  gloves, 
which  he  Teemed  to  touch  with  fo 
much  refped.  He  anfwered,  “  I 
do  refpeft  them,  for  the  laft  time  I 
had  the  honour  of  approaching  my 
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miftrefs,  queen  Elizabeth,  /he  pull¬ 
ed  them  from  her  own  royal  hands, 
faying,  here  Glyfton,  wear  them 
for  my  fake.  I  have  done  fo  with 
veneration,  and  never  drew  them 
on,  but  when  I  had  a  mind  to  ho¬ 
nour  thofe  whom  I  vilit,  as  I  now 
do  you  ;  and  ftnce  you  love  the 
memory  of  my  royal  miftrefs,  take 
them,  and  preferve  them  carefully 
when  I  am  gone.”  The  dottor 
then  went  home,  and  died  in  a  few 
days. 

This  gentleman’s  death  left  her 
again  without  a  companion,  and  an 
uneafinefs  hung  upon  her,  vifible 
to  the  people  of  the  houfe;  who 
guefling  the  caufe  to  proceed  from 
folitude,  recommended  to  her  ac* 
quaintance  another  phyftcian,  of  a 
different  caft  from  the  former.  He 
was  denominated  by  them  a  conju¬ 
rer,  and  was  faid  to  be  capable  of 
railing  the  devil.  This  circum- 
ftance  diverted  Mrs.  Thomas,  who 
imagined  that  the  man  whom  they 
called  a  conjurer,  muft  have  more 
fenfe  than  they  underftood.  The 
do&or  was  invited  to  vifit  her,  and 
appeared  in  agreafyblackgrogram, 
which  he  called  his  fcholar’s  coat ; 
a  long  beard  ;  and  other  marks  of 
a  philofophica!  negligence.  He 
brought  all  his  little  mathematical 
trinkets,  and  played  over  his  tricks 
for  the  diverfion  of  the  lady,  whom, 
by  a  private  whifper,  he  let  into  the 
fecrets  as  he  performed  them,  that 
/he  might  fee  there  was  nothing  of 
magic  in  the  cafe.  The  two  moll 
remarkable  articles  of  his  perform¬ 
ance  were,  firft  lighcing  a  candle 
at  a  glafs  of  cold  water;  perform¬ 
ed  by  touching  the  brim  before 
with  phofphorus,  a  chymical  fire 
which  is  prelerved  in  water  and 
burns  there  ;  and  next  reading  the 
fmalleft  print  by  a  candle  of  fix  in 
E  3  the 
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the  pound,  at  loo  yards  diflance 
in  the  open  air,  and  darkeft  night. 
This  was  performed  by  a  large  con¬ 
cave  glafs,  with  a  deep  pointed  fo¬ 
cus,  quick-filvered  on  the  backfide, 
and  fet  in  tin,  with  a  focket  for  a 
candle,  fconce  fafhion,  and  hung 
up  againft  a  wall.  While  the  flame 
of  the  candle  was  diametrically  op- 
pofue  to  the  center,  the  rays,  equal¬ 
ly  diverging,  gave  fo  powerful  a 
light  as  is  fcarce  credible  ;  but  on 
the  leak  variation  of  the  focus  the 
charm  eeafed. 

The  lady,  difcerning  ip  this  man 
a  genius  which  might  be  improved 
to  better  purpofes  than  deceiving 
the  country  people,  defirea  him 
not  to  hide  his  talents,  but  to  pulh 
himfelf  in  the  world  by  the  abili¬ 
ties  of  which  he  feemed  poflefled. 
“  Madam,  faid  he,  I  am  now  a 
fiddle  to  afles ;  but  I  am  finifhing  a 
great  work  which  will  make  thofe 
afles  fiddle  to  me.”  She  then  afk- 
ed  what  the  work  might  be  ?  He 
replied.  “  His  life  was  at  flake  if 
it  took  air  ;  but  he  found  her  a 
lady  of  fuch  uncommon  candour 
and  good  fenfe,  that  he  fliould 
make  no  difficulty  in  committing 
his  life  and  hope  to  her  keeping.” 
All  women  are  naturally  fond  of 
being  trufled  with  fecrets :  this  was 
Mrs.  Thomas’s  failing  ;  the  dodior 
found  it  out,  and  made  her  pay 
dear  for  her  curiofity.  “  I  have 
been,  continued  he,  many  years  in 
fearch  of  the  philofopher’s  fto.ne, 
and  long  mailer  of  the  fmaragdine 
table  of  Hermes  Trifmegiflus ;  the 
green  and  red  dragons  of  Raymond 
Lully  have  alfo  been  obedient  to 
ine,  and  the  illuftrious  fages  them- 
felves  deign  to  vifit  me  ;  yet  it  is 
but  fince  1  had  the  honour  to  be 
known  to  your  ladyfhip,  that  I 
have  been  fo  fortunate  as  to  obtain 
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the  grand  fecret  of  projeflion.  I 
tranfmuted  fome  lead  l  pulled  off 
my  window  laft  night  into  this  bit 
of  gold.”  Pleafed  with  the  fight 
of  this,  and  having  a  natural  pro- 
penfion  to  the  fludy,  the  lady 
fnatched  it  out  of  the  philofopher’s 
hand,  and  afked  why  he  had  not 
more?  He  replied,  “  It  was  all 
the  lead  he  could  find.”  She  then 
commanded  her  daughter  to  bring 
a  parcel  of  lead  which  lay  in  the 
clpfet,  and,  giving  it  to  the  chy- 
mift,  defired  him  to  tranfmute  it 
into  gold  on  the  morrow.  He 
undertook  it,  and  the  next  day 
brought  her  an  ingot  which  weigh¬ 
ed  two  ounces,  which  with  the  ut- 
moft  folemnity  he  avowed  was  the 
very  individual  lead  fhe  gave  him, 
tranfmuted  to  gold. 

She  began  now  to  engage  him 
in  ferious  difcourfe  ;  and  finding, 
by  his  replies,  that  he  wanted  mo¬ 
ney  to  make  more  powder,  fhe  en¬ 
quired  how  much  would  make  a 
flock  that  would  maintain  itfelf? 
He  replied,  fifty  pounds,  after  nine 
months,  would  produce  a  million. 
She  then  begged  the  ingot  of  him, 
which  he  protefted  had  been  tranf¬ 
muted  from  lead,  and,  flufhed  with 
the  hopes  of  fuccefs,  hurried  to 
town  to  know  whether  the  ingot 
was  true  gold,  which  proved  fine 
beyond  the  ftandard.  The  lady, 
now  fully  convinced  of  the  truth 
of  the  empyric’s  declarations,  took 
fifty  pounds  out  of  the  hands  of  a 
banker,  and  intrufted  him  with  it. 
The  only  difficulty,  which  remain¬ 
ed,  was,  how  to  carry  on  the  work 
without  fufpicion,  it  being  flridtly 
prohibited  at  that  time.  He  was 
therefore  refolved  to  take  a  little 
houfe  in  another  county,  at  a  few 
miles  diftance  from  London,  where 
he  was  to  build  a  public  laborato¬ 
ry* 
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ry,  as  a  profeft  chymift,  and  deal 
in  fuch  medicines  as  were  moll 
vendible,  by  the  fale  of  which  to 
the  apothecaries,  the  expence  of  the 
houfe  was  to  be  defrayed  during 
the  operation.  The  widow  was 
accounted  the  houfe- keeper,  and 
the  do&or  and  his  man  boarded 
with  her;  to  which  die  added  this 
precaution,  that  the  laboratory 
with  the  two  lodging-rooms  over  it, 
in  which  the  dodlor  and  his  man 
lay,  was  a  different  wing  of  the 
building  from  that  where  Ihe  and 
her  little  daughter,  and  maid-fer- 
vant,  refided  ;  and  as  fhe  knew 
fome  time  mu  ft  elapfe  before  any 
profit  could  be  expedled,  fhe  ma¬ 
naged.  with  the  utmoft  frugality. 
The  dodlor  mean  time  acted  the 
part  of  a  tutor  to  mifs  in  arith¬ 
metic,  latin,  and  mathematics,  to 
which  fhe  difcovered  the  ftrongeft 
propenfity. 

All  things  being  properly  dif- 
pofed  for  the  grand  operation,  the 
vitriol  furnace  was  fet  to  work, 
which,  requiring  the  moll  intenfe 
heat  for  feveral  days,  unhappily 
let  fire  to  the  houfe  ;  the  Hairs 
were  confumed  in  an  inftant,  and 
as  it  furprifed  them  all  in  their  firft 
lleep,  it  was  a  happy  circumitance 
that  no  life  perifhed.  This  un¬ 
lucky  accident  was  300I.  lofs  to 
Mrs.  Thomas;  yet  Till  the  grand 
project  was  in  a  fair  way  of  fuc- 
ceeding  in  the  other  wing  of  the 
building.  But  one  misfortune  is 
often  followed  by  another ;  the 
next  Sunday  evening,  while  fhe 
was  reading  to  and  inftructing  her 
little  family,  a  fudden  and  violent 
report,  like  a  difcharge  of  a  can¬ 
non,  was  heard :  the  houfe,  being 
timber,  rocked  like  a  cradle,  and 
the  family  were  all  thrown  f  om 
their  chairs  on  the  ground.  They 
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looked  with  the  greateft  amaze¬ 
ment  on  each  other,  not  gueffing 
the  caufe,  when  the  operator,  pre¬ 
tending  to  revive,  fell  to  itamping, 
tearing  his  hair,  and  raving  like  a 
madman,  crying  out  undone,  un¬ 
done,  loft  and  undone  for  ever* 
He  ran  dire&ly  to  the  athanor* 
when,  unlocking  the  door,  he  found 
the  machine  fplit  quite  in  two; 
the  eggs  broke,  and  the  precious 
almagamum  which  they  contained 
was  Scattered  like  fand  among  the 
afhes.  Mrs.  Thomas’s  eyes  were 
now  fufficiently  opened  to  difcern. 
the  impofture,  and  with  a  very  fe- 
rene  countenance  fhe  told  the  em- 
pyric,  that  accidents  would  hap¬ 
pen,  but  means  might  be  fallen 
upon  to  repair  this  fatal  difappoint- 
ment.  The  doCtor,  obferving  her 
fo  ferene,  imagined  (lie  would  grant 
him  more  money  to  complete  his 
fcheme  ;  but  fhe  foon  difappointed 
his  expectation,  by  ordering  him 
to  be  gone,  and  made  him  a  pre- 
fent  of  five  guineas,  left  his  def- 
perate  circurnftances  fhould  induce 
him  to  take  fome  violent  means  of 
providing  for  himfelf. 

Whether  deluded  by  a  real  hope 
of  finding  out  the  philofopher’s 
ftone,  or  from  an  innate  principle 
of  villainy,  cannot  be  determined  ; 
but  he  did  not  ceafe  his  purfuit, 
and  ftill  indulged  the  golden  de- 
lufion.  He  now  found  means  to 
work  upon  the  credulity  of  an  old 
mifer,  who,  upon  the  ftrength  of 
his  pretenfions,  gave  him  his 
daughter  in  marriage,  and  em¬ 
barked  all  his  hoarded  treafure, 
which  was  very  considerable,  in  the 
fame  chimerical  adventure.  In  a 
word,  the  mifer’s  hock  was  alfo 
loft,  the  empvric  himlelf,  and  the 
daughter  reduced  to  beggary  This 
unhappy  affair  broke  the  mifer’s 
E  4  heart. 
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heart,  who  did  not  many  weeks 
Survive  the  lofs  of  his  cafh.  The 
doctor  alfo  put  a  miferable  end  to 
his  life,  by  drinking  poifon,  and 
lefc  his  wife  with  two  young  chil¬ 
dren,  in  a  Hate  of  beggary.  But 
to  return  to  Mrs.  Thomas.  The 
poor  lady  fuffered  on  this  occafion 
a  great  deal  of  inward  anguifh  ; 
Ihe  was  afhamed  of  having  reduced 
her  fortune,  and  impoverifhed  her 
child,  by  liftening  to  the  infmu- 
ations  of  a  madman.  Time  and 
patience  at  laft  overcame  it ;  and 
when  her  health,  which  by  this  ac¬ 
cident  had  been  impaired,  was  re- 
ftored  to  her,  (lie  began  to  ftir 
amongft  her  hufband’s  great  clients. 
She  took  a  houfe  in  Bloomfbury, 
and  by  means  of  good  ceconomy, 
and  an  elegant  appearance,  was 
fuppofed  to  be  better  in  the  world 
than  fhe  really  was.  Her  hulband’s 
clients  received  her  like  one  rifen 
from  the  dead  :  they  came  to  vifit 
her,  and  promifed  to  ferve  her. 
At  laft  the  duke  of  Montague  ad- 
vifed  her  to  let  lodgings,  which 
way  of  life  fhe  declined,  as  her  ta¬ 
lents  were  not  fuited  for  dealing 
with  ordinary  lodgers ;  but,  added 
fhe,  “  if  I  knew  any  family  who 
defired  fuch  a  conveniency,  I  would 
readily  accommodate  them.”  I 
take  you  at  your  word,  replied  the 
duke;  <c  I  will  become  your  foie 
tenant :  nay,  don’t  fmile,  for  I  am 
in  earneft:  I  love  a  little  more  free¬ 
dom  than  I  can  enjoy  at  home,  and 
I  may  come  fometimes  and  eat  a 
bit  of  mutton,  with  four  or  five 
honeft  fellows,  whofe  company  I 
delight  in.”  The  bargain  was 
bound,  and  proved  matter  of  faft, 
though  on  a  deeper  fcheme  than 
drinking  a  bottle  ;  and  his  grace 
was  to  pafs  in  the  houfe  for  Mr. 
Freeman  of  Hertfoi dihire.  In  a 
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few  days  he  ordered  a  dinner  for 
his  beloved  friends,  Jack  and  Tom, 
Will  and  Ned,  good  honeft  coun¬ 
try  fellows,  as  his  grace  called 
them.  They  came  at  the  time  ap¬ 
pointed;  but  how  furprized  was 
the  widow,  when  Ihe  faw  the  duke 
of  Devonlhire,  lords  Buckingham 
and  Dorfet,  and  a  certain  vifcount, 
with  Sir  William  Dutton  Colt,  un¬ 
der  thefe  feigned  names.  After 
feveral  times  meeting  at  this  lady’s 
houfe,  the  noble  perfons,  who  had 
a  high  opinion  of  her  integrity, 
intruiied  her  with  the  grand  fecret, 
which  was  nothing  lefs  than  the 
projedl  for  the  revolution. 

Though  thefe  meetings  were  held 
as  private  as  poflible,  yet  fufpi- 
cions  arofe,  and  Mrs.  Thomas’s 
houfe  was  narrowly  watched  ;  but 
the  meftengers,  who  were  no  ene¬ 
mies  to  the  caufe,  betrayed  their 
truft,  and  fuffered  the  noblemen  to 
meet  unir.olefted,  or  at  leaft  with¬ 
out  any  dread  of  apprehenfion. 

The  revolution  being  effected, 
and  the  ftate  become  more  fettled, 
that  place  of  rendezvous  was  quit¬ 
ted  ;  the  noblemen  took  leave  of 
the  lady,  with  promifes  of  obtain¬ 
ing  a  penfion,  or  fome  place  in 
the  houlhold  for  her,  as  her  zeal 
in  that  caufe  highly  merited  ;  be- 
lides  Ihe  had  a  very  good  claim  to 
fome  appointment,  having  been 
ruined  by  the  fhutting  up  the  ex¬ 
chequer.  But  alas !  court  pro¬ 
mifes  proved  an  aerial  foundation, 
and  the  noble  peers  never  thought 
of  her  more.  The  duke  of  Mon¬ 
tague  indeed  made  offers  of  fer- 
vice,  and  being  captain  of  the 
band  of  penfioners,  fhe  afked  him 
to  admit  Mr.  Gwynnet,  a  gentle¬ 
man  who  had  made  love  to  her 
daughter,  into  fuch  a  poft.  This 
lie  promifed,  but  upon  thefe  terms. 


For  the  Y  E 

that  her  daughter  fhould  afk  him 
for  it.  The  widow  thanked  him, 
and  not  fufpe&ing  that  any  defign 
was  covered  under  this  offer,  con¬ 
cluded  herfelf  fure  of  fuccefs  :  but 
how.  amazed  was  fhe  to  find  her 
daughter,  whom  fhe  had  bred  in 
the  molt  pafiive  fubjedtion,  and  who 
had  never  difcovered  the  leaft  in- 
ffance  of  difobedience,  abfolutely 
refufed  to  afk  any  fuch  favour  of 
his  grace.  She  could  not  be  pre¬ 
vailed  upon  neither  by  flattery,  nor 
threatening;  and  continuing  ftiil 
obftinate  in  her  refolution,  her 
mother  obliged  her  to  explain  her¬ 
felf  upon  the  point  of  her  refufal. 
She  told  her  then,  that  the  duke  of 
Montague  had  already  made  an  at¬ 
tack  upon  her ;  that  his  defigns 
were  diflionourable ;  and  that  if 
lhe  fubmitted  to  a  fk  his  grace  one 
favour,  he  would  reckon  himfelf 
fecure  of  another  in  return,  which 
he  would  endeavour  to  accompliih 
by  the  bafeit  means. 

This  explanation  was  too  fatif- 
fa&ory  :  who  does  not  fee  the 
meannefs  of  fuch  an  ungenerous 
conduit  ?  He  had  made  ufe  of  the 
mother  as  a  tool  for  carrying  on 
political  defigns  ;  he  found  her 
diftrefs  ;  and,  as  a  recompence  for 
her  fervices,  and  under  the  pre¬ 
tence  of  mending  her  fortune,  at¬ 
tempted  the  virtue  of  her  daugh¬ 
ter,  and  would  provide  for  her  on 
no  other  terms,  but  at  the  price  of 
her  child’s  innocence.  In  the 
mean  time,  the  young  Corinna,  a 
poetical  name  given  her  by  Mr. 
Dryden,  continued  to  improve  her 
mind  by  reading  the  politefl:  au¬ 
thors. 

We  have  already  feen  that  fhe 
was  addreffed,  upon  honourable 
terms,  by  Mr  Gwynnet,  of  the 
Middle-Temple,  fon  of  a  gentle- 
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man  in  Gloucellerfhire.  Upori 
his  firft  difcovering  his  paflion  to 
Corinha,  fhe  had  honour  enough 
to  remonftrate  to  him  the  inequa¬ 
lity  of  their  fortune,  as  her  affairs 
were  then  in  a  very  perplexed  fitu* 
ation.  This  objection  was  foon 
furmounted  by  a  lover,  efpecially 
as  his  father  had  given  him  pof- 
feffion  of  the  greateft  part  of  his 
eftate,  and  leave  to  pleafe  him¬ 
felf. 

Mr.  Gwynnet  no  fooner  obtain- 
ed  this,  than  he  came  to  London, 
and  claimed  Corinna’s  promife  of 
marriage  :  but  her  mother  being 
then  in  a  very  weak  condition,  fhe 
could  not  abandon  her  in  that  dif¬ 
trefs,  to  die  among  ftrangers.  She 
therefore  told  Mr.  Gwynnet,  that 
as  fhe  had  not  thought  fixteen 
years  long  in  waiting  for  him,  he 
could  not  think  fix  months  long  in 
expectation  of  her.  He  replied 
with  a  deep  figh,  “  Six  months, 
at  this  time,  my  Corinna,  is  more 
than  fixteen  years  have  been ;  you 
put  it  off  now,  and  God  will  put 
it  off  for  ever.”  It  proved  as  he 
had  foretold ;  he  next  day  went 
into  the  country,  made  his  will, 
fickened,  and  died  April  the  fix- 
teenth,  1711,  leaving  his  Corinna 
the  bequeit  of  600I.  and,  adds  fhe. 

Sorrow  has  been  my  food  ever 
fince.”  Had  fhe  providentially 
married  him,  fhe  had  been  fecure 
from  the  infults  of  poverty  ;  but 
her  duty  to  her  parent  was  more 
prevalent  than  confiderations  of 
convenience. 

After  the  death  of  her  lover, 
fhe  was  barbaroufly  ufed  :  his 
brother  fiifled  the  will,  which 
compelled  her  to  have  recourfe  to 
law  ;  he  fmothered  the  old  gentle¬ 
man’s  conveyance  deed,  by  which 
he  was  enabled  to  make  a  bequefl, 

and 
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and  offered  a  large  fum  of  money 
to  any  perfon  who  would  under¬ 
take  to  blacken  Comma’s  charac¬ 
ter  ;  but  wicked  as  the  world  is, 
Jie  found  none  fo  completely  aban¬ 
doned,  as  to  perjure  themfelves  for 
the  lake  of  this  bribe.  At  Jail, 
to  flievv  her  refpedt  to  the  memory 
of  her  deceafed  lover,  fhe  con- 
fented  to  an  accommodation  with 
his  brother,  to  receive  zoo  1.  down, 
and  200 1.  at  the  year’s  end.  The 
firft  payment  was  made,  and  dif- 
tributed  inftantly  amongft  her  mo¬ 
ther’s  creditors  ;  but  when  the 
other  became  due,  he  bid  her  de¬ 
fiance,  flood  fuit  on  his  own  bond, 
and  held  out  four  terms.  He  car¬ 
ried  it  from  one  court  to  another, 
till  at  laft  it  was  brought  to  the  bar 
of  the  houfe  of  lords  ;  and  that  be¬ 
ing  a  tribunal  where  the  chicanery 
of  lawyers  can  have  no  weight,  he 
thought  proper  to  pay  the  money 
without  a  hearing:  The  gentle¬ 
men  of  the  long  robe  had  made 
her  fign  an  inftrument,  that  they 
fliould  receive  the  money  and  pay 
themfelves  ;  after  they  had  laid 
their  cruel  hands  upon  it,  of  the 
200 1.  the  poor  diftrefted  lady  re¬ 
ceived  but  thirteen  pounds  flxteen 
fhillings,  which  reduced  her  to  the 
necefiity  of  abfconding  from  her 
creditors,  and  ftarving  in  an  ob- 
fcure  corner,  till  fhe  was  betrayed 
by  a  falfe  friend,  and  hurried  to 
jail.  Befldes  all  the  other  calami¬ 
ties  of  Corinna,  fhe  had  ever  a 
bad  flate  of  heafth,  occafioned  by 
a  furpriflng  accident,  fv/allowing 
the  middle  bone  of  the  win  o'  of  a 
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large  fowl,  being  above  three  in¬ 
ches  long.  Her  uncommon  cafe 
W?-s  given  into  the  college  of  phy- 
ficians. 

Under  all  thefe  calamities  did 
poor  Corinna  labour ;  and  it  is 
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difficult  to  produce  a  life  crowded 
with  greater  evils.  The  fmall 
fortune  which  her  father  left  her, 
by  the  imprudence  of  her  mother, 
was  foon  fquandered;  fhe  no  fooner 
began  to  tafte  of  life,  than  an  at¬ 
tempt  was  made  upon  her  inno¬ 
cence.  When  file  was  about  be¬ 
ing  happy  in  the  arms  of  her  ami¬ 
able  lover,  Mr.  Gwynnet,  he  was 
fnatched  from  her  by  an  imma¬ 
ture  fate.  Amongft  her  other  mif- 
fortunes,  fhe  laboured  under  the 
dilpleafure  of  Mr.  Pope,  whom 
fhe  had  offended,  and  who  took 
care  to  place  her  in  his  Dunciad. 
Mr.  Pope  once  paid  her  a  vifit,  in 
company  with  Henry  Cromwell, 
Eft];  whofe  letters  by  fome  acci¬ 
dent,  fell  into  her  hands,  with 
fome  of  Pope’s  anfwers.  As  foon 
as  that  gentleman  died,  Mr.  Curl 
found  means  to  wheedle  them  from 
her,  and  immediately  committed 
them  to  the  prefs.  This  fo  en¬ 
raged  Mr.  Pope,  that  he  never  for¬ 
gave  her. 

Not  many  months  after  our  po- 
etefs  had  been  releafed  from  her 
gloomy  habitation,  fhe  took  a 
fmall  lodging  in  Fleet-ireet,  where 
fhe  died  on  the  third  of  February, 
1730,  in  the  fifty- fixth  year  of  her 
age,  and  was  two  days  after  de¬ 
cently  interred  in  the  church  of 
St.  Bride’s. 

Corinna,  confidered  as  an  au- 
thorefs,  is  of  the  fecond  rate  ;  fhe 
had  not  fo  much  wit  as  Mrs.  Behn, 
or  Mrs.  Manley,  nor  had  fo  happy 
a  power  of  intellectual  painting  : 
but  her  poetry  is  foft  and  delicate, 
her  letters  fprightly  and  entertain¬ 
ing.  Pier  poems  were  publifhed, 
after  her  death,  by  Curl;  and  two 
volumes  of  letters  which  paffed 
between  her  and  Mr.  Gwynnet. 
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Anecdotes  of  Monf.  de  V oltaire ,  in  his 
prefent  ftuation  at  Fernex  in  Bur¬ 
gundy ,  near  Geneva. 

tcjf’HE  following  anecdotes  are  faid 
to  he  authentic  ;  it  is ,  however, 
evident ,  that  the  collector  of  them  is 
not  an  enthufafic  admirer  of  the  cele¬ 
brated  writer ,  whom  he  profejfes  to 
charadterixe. 

IN  the  preface  to  an  ingenious 
volume,  lately  published,  un¬ 
der  the  modeft  title  of  Bagatelles, 
I  lately  faw  the  following  observa¬ 
tion,  which  my  acquaintance  with 
Voltaire  has  truly,  too  truly  veri¬ 
fied. 

“  Authors  are,  in  general,  the 
reverfe  of  all  other  objeds ;  they 
magnify,  by  diftance  ;  they  dimi¬ 
nish  by  approach  :  it  reminds  me 
of  a  city  built  on  a  hill,  and  in 
perfpedive  ;  where  the  towers,  the 
fpires,  and  lofty  parts,  are  feen 
with  admiration  ;  but,  on  a  nearer 
approach,  we  difcover  narrow 
flreets,  little  alleys,  and  offeniive 
objects  perhaps  ;  till  we  are,  at 
laft,  taught  to  with  we  never  had 
quitted  our  ftrft  diftance  ;  and  wifh, 
though  in  vain,  to  be  thus  happily 
deceived,  as  before.” 

As  this  great  author  had  ever  in 
his  eye,  the  realizing  a  proper  for¬ 
tune  to  retire  upon,  he  has,  fome- 
how  or  other,  accomplished  it ;  for, 
at  prefent,  he  pofteffes  a  vaft  trad 
of  land  in  that  part  of  Burgundy 
properly  called  the  Pais  de  Gex  : 
which  ftretches  almoft  to  that  gate 
of  Geneva  which  opens  into  France, 
and  that  part  of  Switzerland 
bounding  on  the  fouth-weft  fide 
of  the  lake 

It  is  plain,  by  anecdotes  delivered 
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to  us  from  Berlin,  that,  during  hi3 
long  refidence  there,  and  enjoying 
thofe  fubftantial  emoluments,  whicti 
that  monarch  denies  even  to  his 
deliverers,  the  military  gentlemen, 
Voltaire  at  laft  fo  enraged  the  king 
by  perpetual  accounts  of  his  mean 
behaviour  ;  that  one  thing  bring¬ 
ing  on  another,  and  joined  to  a 
quarrel  with  the  great  Maupertuis, 
then  at  the  head  of  the  academy 
of  fciences  in  Berlin,  Voltaire  was 
difmiiTed  with  a  genteel  kind  of 
difgrace  ;  being  ordered  to  leave 
the  golden  key  he  wore,  and  to  de¬ 
part  in  twenty-four  hours. 

It  appeared  that  out  of  the  am¬ 
ple  allowance  of  the  king  of  Pruf- 
fia,  he  had  remitted  every  dollar 
home  ;  though  his  majefty  gave 
him  a  more,  ample  penfion  than, 
ufual,  to  juftify  his  affedionate 
choice  of  this  bofom  friend,  by  fup- 
poiing  he  would  diffufe  it  among 
his  fubjeds  ;  and  thereby  gain,  if 
not  a  fettled,  yet  a  tranfitory  kind 
of  popularity. 

The  king  lived  to  find  the  fal¬ 
lacy  of  his  judgment  in  this  parti¬ 
cular,  at  leaft  ;  and  it  is  well 
known,  that  this  great  little  man, 
when  the  court  went  into  deep 
mourning  on  fome  near  occafton, 
borrowed  of  fome  friend  a  fuit  that 
fitted  him,  rather  than  be  at  the 
expence  of  making  a  new  one. 

That  he  was  vexed  to  be  found 
out  (and  his  good  friend  Mauper- 
tuis  took  efpecial  care  to  enflame 
the  bill)  appears  by  the  fevere 
couplet  or  two  left  on  his  table, 
together  with  the  king’s  pidure 
and  clef  d‘or  ;  the  purport  of 
which  was :  ' 

I  received  it  with  affedion, 

“  I  return  it  with  difdain  ; 
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“  As  does  a  once  fond  lover  to 
44  his  favourite, 

“  When  his  affe&ion  is  turn’d 
44  to  hate.” 

This  is  the  purport,  if  not  the 
exaft  tranllation.  The  king,  as  I 
heard,  treated  it  with  that  proper 
contempt  which  Richard  does  the 
billet  put  into  his  hands  the  even¬ 
ing  before  the  battle  ;  which,  as 
Sternhold  and  Hopkins  have  it  on 
another  occafion,  may  be  either 
fung  or  faid. 

Voltaire  was  afterwards  equally 
well  received  at  the  court  of  Man- 
heim  ;  and  it  was  during  his  day 
here  that  he  wrote  his  tragedy  of 
Olympia ;  and,  with  his  ufual  ac¬ 
curacy,  lays  the  fcene  in  the  tem¬ 
ple  of  Ephefus,  two  hundred  years, 
at  lead,  after  that  famous  dru&ure 
was  dedroyed. 

And  this  reminds  me  of  a  ftrange 
anfwer  he  gave  to  old  general  Fur- 
flenberg  at  the  fame  court  ;  who, 
giving  him  an  hint,  and  with  great 
diffidence  to  fo  great  an  author  ; 
that  a  certain  battle  in  his  Hiftory 
of  the  War,  was  marked  down  as 
in  the  month  of  April,  when  really 
it  happened  in  O&ober  ;  made  an¬ 
fwer,  44  Well  fool  !  it  was  fought 
then  ;  no  matter  when.”  What 
dependance  on  fuch  a  volatile  his¬ 
torian  ? 

The  fame  general  was  in  Eng¬ 
land,  as  engineer-general  to  the 
Heffians  ;  was  governor  to  the  pre- 
fent  landgrave,  during  his  mino¬ 
rity;  had  great  rank  at  the  elector 
palatine’s,  as  commandant  of  Man- 
heim  ;  and  yet  could  not  efcape 
the  pointed  ribaldry  of  our  great 
author. 

One  fmall  circumllance  at  the 
court  of  Berlin  feems  neceffary, 
ere  I  drop  the  curtain  there  ;  that. 


as  it  came  out  afterwards,  his  ma® 
jelly  certainly  availed  himfelf  (and 
perhaps  it  was  his  original  view 
in  the  faid  invitation)  of  his  day 
there,  to  form  certain  odes,  fince 
made  public  under  the  title  of  Phi- 
Jofophe  fans  Soucie  ;  and  which,  if 
not  Voltaire’s,  were  corrected  by 
him  ;  on  the  quarrel  the  fecret  ap¬ 
peared,  and  Voltaire  was  rude 
enough  to  fay,  44  I  was  his  old 
wafherwoman,  and  was  fent  for 
only  to  clean  his  dirty  Iheets.” 

Having  been  fo  long  accudom- 
ed  to  dethrone  kings  and  over¬ 
throw  empires  on  paper,  he  thinks 
himfelf  juftified  in  realizing  thefe 
his  chimeras  ;  and  this  has  been 
but  a  too  general  complaint  at  all 
courts,  that  the  miniftry  could  not 
quietly  go  on  in  their  work  for 
him. 

When  he  left  the  palatine  court, 
he  retired  to  his  new  purchafe  near 
Geneva.  Various  were  the  rea- 
fons  given  for  his  lituation  ;  name¬ 
ly,  that  he  could  dodge  his  perfe* 
cutors  from  one  country  to  ano¬ 
ther  ;  being  in  an  hour  either  in 
Geneva,  Switzerland,  or  Savoy. 
But  where  fuch  property  is,  the 
Hake  is  too  great — for  his  perfon 
he  would  lefs  value  than  an  inch 
of  his  acquifitions. 

No  author  but  himfelf  ever  per¬ 
haps  knew  how  to  out-wit  book- 
fellers  ;  even  thofe  of  Holland 
have  felt  his  fuperiority  of  traffic  j 
nay,  while  he  has  fold  a  copy  at 
Paris,  he  would  re-fell  the  fame  to 
others  at  Leiplig,  the  Hague, 
Bruffels,  Leige,  Francfort,  and 
elfewhere  ;  with  the  addition  only 
of  a  new  title-page,  or  different 
introduction. 

He  has  a  rented  houfe,  on  the 
territory  of  Geneva,  which  he 
feldom  vifits ;  and  the  real  caufe  of 
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diflike  was  being  prevented  exhi¬ 
biting  a  play  there  to  the  marfhal 
duke  de  Richlieu  ;  for  at  the  in- 
ftant,  (which  made  the  flight 
more  confpicuous)  they  were  go¬ 
ing  to  lift  the  curtain,  a  caveat  in 
form  came  from  the  dates,  and 
too  powerfully  attended  to  be 
gain-faid. 

At  Fernex,  his  place  of  refi- 
dence,  he  found  a  large  old  French 
chateau,  which  he.  razed  to  the 
ground;  and  in  its  dead,  has  erect¬ 
ed  a  very  noble  feat  like  houfe  ; 
but  preferving  fome  aukward 
gateways,  and  turrets,  the  beauty 
of  the  building  is  much  deformed 
On  that  front  which  faces  the  great 
road  to  Gex  ;  and  the  back  front 
is  only  vifible  to  thofe 
there. 

Notwithllanding  his  long  day 
in  England,  and  his  pretended  at¬ 
tention  to,  and  affe&ation  of  our 
tafte  in  planting,  building,  and 
gardening,  every  part  of  his  de- 
mefne  is  equally  frenchified  as  any 
citizen’s  plat  of  ground  in  the  en¬ 
virons  of  Paris.  All  his  woods 
are  cut  into  walks  ftar-fafhion ; 
and  all  the  variety  confids  in  its 
being  a  dar  of  greater  or  lefs  mag¬ 
nitude,  with  more  or  fewer  rays. 

Being  the  fird  poflefiions  he  ever 
enjoyed,  he  takes  all  methods  at 
table  to  inform  his  gueds  that 
every  difh  comes  off  the  territoire  ; 
and  as  a  gallows  is  the  mark  of  a 
feigneurie  or  manor  in  France,  he 
is  not  wanting  alfo  to  inform  you 
that  he  has  as  many  potencies  as 
would  dring  half  the  monarchs  in 
Europe  ;  and  who,  as  he  often 
fays,  deferve  no  other  or  better 
exaltation. 

He  feems  fond  (politically  fo, 
perhaps ;  becaufe  the  Englifh  at 
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Geneva  are  his  belt  friends  in  all 
kind  of  fubfcriptions,  witnefs  his 
edition  of  Corneille)  to  recount 
the  honours  he  received,  and  con¬ 
nexions  he  made  in  England  ;  and 
recounts  that  one  evening  all  the 
genius’s  were  aflembled  in  compli¬ 
ment  to  him,  at  the  earl  of  Peter¬ 
borough’s  on  Parfon’s  Green.  As 
he  had  read  and  admired  Addi- 
fon’s  works,  more  than  any  other, 
he  was  happy  to  plant  himfelf  near 
fo  great  a  man,  himfelf  being  thea 
a  dripling. 

It  fo  happened  our  Englifh  au¬ 
thor  was  in  one  of  his  fits  of  taci¬ 
turnity,  but  had  drank  too  much, 
even  fo  as  to  be  obliged  to  dif- 
charge  fome  fhare  of  what  he  had 
loaded  his  domach  with  ;  when 
the  evening  ended,  and  the  com¬ 
pany  feparating,  Voltaire  waited 
on  Mr.  Addifon  to  the  coach;  con- 
feffed  his  obligation  at  having  had 
the  honour  to  fit  fo  near  him  all 
the  time  ;  but  added,  «  That  he 
was  forry  to  fay  the  bed  thing 
which  came  out  of  his  mouth  that 
night  was  the  claret,” 

It  was  at  the  fame  time  he  claims 
the  merit  of  furnifhing  Mr.  Pope 
with  the  metaphor  of  his  ape  in 
the  fird  Efiay  on  Man  ;  and  even 
fays,  that  many  other  of  the  bed 
philofophical  maxims  were  his 
own;  particularly  all  that  portion 
of  the  third  efiay,  which  gives  the 
hidory  of  natural  government. 

However  his  pen  now  may  be 
unequal  to  tra&s  of  length  or  foli- 
dity  ;  his  vein  for  the  bon-mot 
and  quick  repartee  remains,  and 
mod  likely  will  to  the  lad  ;  one 
proof  of  this  will  ferve  for  the 
prefent. 

At  the  rehearfal  of  one  of  his 
own  tragedies,.  Mr.  Cramer,  book- 
% ,  feller 
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feller  at  Geneva  (and  Voltaire’s 
own  immediate  publifher)  was  fi¬ 
l'd  (hi  ng  his  part,  which  was  to  end 
with  feme  dying  fentences ;  when 
Voltaire  all  defpotic  over  thofe 
he  thinks  his  dependants,,  cr'ies 
cut  aloud,  "  Cramer,  you  lived 
like  a  prince  for  the  four  preced¬ 
ing  afts,  but  at  the  fifth  you  die 
like  a  bookfeller.”  Dr.  Tronchin, 
the  Boerhaave  of  this  age,  being 
prefent,  could  not  help  in  kind- 
Befs  interfering  ;  adding  with  all, 
«■  Why,  Monf.  de  Voltaire,  can 
you  ever  expedl  to  have  gentle¬ 
men  to  be  at  this  expence  of 
d  redes,  and  fatigue  of  getting 
fuch  long  parts,  if  you  thus  con¬ 
tinue  to  upbraid  them  ?  On  the 
contrary,  I  think  they  all  deferve 
the  gfeateft  encouragement  at  your 
hands ;  and  as  to  my  friend  Cra¬ 
mer,  I  declare,  that,  as  far  as  I  am 
a  judge,  he  dies  with  the  fame 
dignity  he  lived.”  Voltaire,  who 
deteds  advice,  or  being  informed 
by  an  inferior  (for  an  author  is,  in 
Ms  eye,  beyond  even  an  AEfcula- 
pius  were  he  living)  made  this 
cool  anfvver  ;  "  Pr’ythee,  dodlor, 
when  you  have  got  kings  to  kill, 
kill  them  your  own  way  ;  let  me 
kill  mine  as  I  pleafe.” 

Mr.  Voltaire’s  theatre  is  in  one 
of  his  out  offices,  is  neatly  fitted 
tip,  and  may  contain  two  hundred 
perfons  ;  two  changes  of  feenes 
aiifvver  all  the  ends  6f  French  tra¬ 
gedy  or  comedy  ;  tho’  they  begin 
to  follow  the  Engliffi  cudom  of 
late,  and  think  unity  of  time  and 
place  not  edentiai  in  the  lead  to 
good  plays.  _j 

Indeed,  if  my  fancy  ftretches  fo 
far,  as  one  night  to  imagine  a  par¬ 
cel  of  deal  planks  to  be  Athens, 
the  next  evening  Paris,  and  the 
’  day  after  old  Rome  ;  I  may,  by 


the  fame  change  of  ideas,  change 
the  feenes  too  ;  and  equally  ima¬ 
gine  the  bufinefs  of  three  days  to 
be  comprized  into  three  hours ;  as 
that  incidents  of  time  and  chance 
fhould  fall  into  the  compafs  of 
three  hours  ;  which  it  is  impof- 
fible  lhould  have  occurred  in  as 
many  days. 

But  as  French  tragedy  all  cen¬ 
ters  in  palace-plot,  and  cabinet- 
confpiracy  ;  and  as  all  their  fpe- 
cies  of  comedy  falls  into  the  path 
of  parlour-intrigue,  their  dage  may 
dill  fupport  this  folly  half  a  cen¬ 
tury  longer.  The  Engliffi  being 
by  their  nature  Ubiquarians,  and 
feldom  in  one  place  long,  mud 
have  painted  canvas  as  quick  as 
their  ideas,  or  they  would  fall 
afleep. 

To  return  to  our  little  theatre 
at  Fernex  :  the  attendants  are 
made  up  of  the  butler,  coach¬ 
man,  groorh,  &c.  I  have  caught 
the  laughing  dairy-maid  in  the 
habit  of  a  priedefs  :  and  the  old 
cook  was  found  in  the  fa<d  of 
being  for  that  night  a  young 
vedal. 

But  what  abates  the  whole  plea- 
fure,  is  the  frequent  and  outra¬ 
geous  interruptions  of  Mr.  Vol¬ 
taire,  who,  when  any  p  adage 
goes  wrong,  never  fails  to  pro¬ 
claim  it  :  and  will  crofs  the  dage 
in  his  night-cap  and  gown  to 
fcold  at  an  emprefs,  or  pull  the 
cap  of  a  queen. 

Great  wits,  fays  a  great  author, 
are  furely  allied  to  madnefs  ;  one 
would  imagine  this  who  faw  our 
epic- writer  on  fuch  a  night.  I  re¬ 
member  his  coachman  not  enter¬ 
ing  time  enough  to  lay  him  down 
gently  in  the  hour  of  death,  in  the 
character  of  a  Turkifh  (lave,  he 
changed  his  tragedy  part  into 
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comic  reafoning;  an  1  whimfically 
siked  him  for  a  receipt  in  full  of  all 
demands ;  “  for  I  am  fure,”  faid 
Voltaire,  I  mull:  be  in  your 
debt.  Or  you  would  not  have  ufed 
me  fo,  as  to  let  me  die  thus  like  a 
beggar.’’ 

After  the  molt  ferious  conclufion 
of  a  tragedy,  or  refined  finifhing 
of  a  comedy,  this  great  n\an  ren¬ 
ders  himfelf  truly  little,  by  fome 
jell  to  the  audience,  lower,  if  pof- 
fible,  than  a  merry  andrew’s  at 
Bartholomew  fair. 

And  <0  little  does  he  think  m u - 
fic  a  part  of  the  entertainment, 
that,  when  Mr.  Hayes,  now  maf- 
ter  of  the  king’s  band  in  Dublin, 
made  up  a  pleafing  fet  in  his  or- 
cheftra,  he  always  fhortened  their 
ingenuity  by  the  warning-bell ;  or 
would  be  laughing  in  the  pit  or 
boxes  with  ladies  fo  very  loud, 
as  to  drown  all  efforts  of  har¬ 
mony. 

This  is  rather  the  more  furprif- 
ing,  as  he  pays  great  attention  to 
his  niece,  madame  Dennis;  who 
plays  the  harpfichord  equal,  if  not 
fuperior,  to  any  profelfor  of  the 
fcience. 

And,  fince  I  have  mentioned 
one  lady  of  his  houlhold,  I  am 
called  upon  to  inform  the  reader 
that  the  defcendant  of  the  great 
Corneille  was  at  the  eve  of  her  fti- 
Pend,  as  a  penfioner  in  fome  con¬ 
vent  in  France;  when  he,  with  no 
fmail  labour,  found  her  out ;  and 
having  married  her  to  a  French 
officer,  one  Depuy,  Voltaire  feem- 
ingly  publifhed  Corneille’s  works 
by  fubfcription,  to  make  her  a  for¬ 
tune  equal  to  her  hufband  ;  but, 
from  many  other  concurrent  cir- 
cumftances  in  his  life  of  avarice 
and  penury,  I  do  really  believe 
Voltaire  lhared  the  profits,  which 
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I  hear  amounted  to  near  roool. 

fterling. 

When  we  confider  how  many- 
crowned  heads  efpoufed  this  un¬ 
dertaking,  this  fam  lefs  furprizes; 
but  this  we  know,  that  where  (as 
the  emprefs-queen  for  infiance) 
any  great  perfonage  fubfcribed  for 
an  hundred,  and  only  in  polite- 
nefs  took  one  copy,  he  fold  all  the 
reft  at  a  market  price,  and  fo  traf¬ 
ficked  with  the  generofity  of  his 
belt  friends. 

The  voung  couple  live  under  his 
roof ;  and  though  nefer  married 
himfelf,  yet  does  he  love  to  lee 
others  happy  in  that  ftate  ;  having, 
as  1  heard  him  fay,  joined  toge¬ 
ther  eighteen  couple  of  fervants, 
during  his  refidence  at  Fernex; 
fcarce  then  above  five  years. 

He  has  other  good  houfes  on  his 
eftates ;  iuch  as  Tournaye,  &c.  for 
the  French  mark  their  fmalleft  de- 
mefnes  with  a  chateau  ;  though 
perhaps  the  faid  building  lhall 
never  be  furnifhed  or  finifhed. 

Under  thefe  articles  of  finifhing 
and  furnilhing,  no  houfes  are  per¬ 
haps  fo  infufferably  defective  as  the 
country  houfes  in  France  :  thofe 
who  can  afford  to  have  two  houfes 
(namely,  town  and  country)  fend 
all  their  beft  moveables  to  Paris  ; 
while  thofe  whofe  circumfcribed 
fortunes  never  permit  them  that 
advantage,  live  in  farms  ;  which 
being  tricked  off  with  a  few  turrets 
and  pinnacles,  bears  the  name  of 
chateau  always. 

From  this  vanity  of  a  little  piece 
of  property,  occurs  that  perpetual 
jumble  in  the  names  of  families,  fo 
as  hardly  to  be  able  ever  to  diftin- 
guifh  one  branch  from  another  : 
for  fhould  a  lord  of  a  manor  have 
ten  fons,  one  takes  the  name  of 
Du-bois  (of  the  wood)  ;  a  fecond 

de 
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de  la  Haye  (of  the  hedge)  ;  a  third 
de  la  Tour,  (of  the  tower)  ;  a 
fourth  de  la  Fontaine  (of  the 
fountain)  ;  till,  after  every  part 
of  the  ho ufe  and  garden  is  ran- 
ffcked  for  a  freih  appellation, 
fhould  the  good  lady  bring  ano¬ 
ther,  they  would  call  him,  rather 
than  not  give  fome  Nom  de  Guerre 
at  the  chriltening,  de  la  Jartiere, 
from  one  of  his  mother’s  garters. 

But  to  return  to  Fernex  :  the 
parilh  church  forming  part  of  the 
quadrangle  or  grand  cour  to  the 
old  chateau  5  and  Voltaire  being 
thereby  intercepted  a  view  of  the 
lake,  fairly  fawed  the  church  in 
two,  without  any  fpiritual  licence 
for  fo  doing  ;  or,  without  a  with 
your  leave,  or  by  your  leave  of  the 
bilhop  or  dean  ;  but,  as  a  falvo  to 
the  injury,  he  has  put  in  very  large 
capitals,  diftinguilhable  from  the 
great  road  to  the  town  of  Gex  (and 
fo  purpofely  intended)  thefe  words: 

Deo  Erexit  Voltaire. 

Many  epigrams,  fonnets,  and 
madrigals  have  been  wrote  on  the 
occafion,  but  not  one  worthy  of 
infertion  ;  fuffice  it,  that  as  the 
rule  of  his  conduct  is,  in  general, 
every  fchool-boy  can  throw  his 
fquib  of  animadverfion. 

On  the  diflolution  of  the  order 
of  jefuits,  and  of  courfe  their  dif- 
fipation,  Voltaire  felefted  one  to 
be  his  table-companion,  and  fel¬ 
low  chefs  player.  The  poor  Pere 
Adam  (that  is  his  name)  is  forced 
to  eat  his  pudding,  and  hold  his 
tongue  ;  for  never  was  a  Wellh 
curate  fo  much  the  butt  of  his 
fquire’s  arrows,  as  is  this  chaplain 
of  his. 

I  give  him  a  title  here  Voltaire 
never  intended  him  ;  but  I  know 


that  the  accidental  refidence  of 
this  jefuit  in  his  houfe,  has  fre¬ 
quently  given  an  handle  for  many 
to  think  and  fay,  that,  however 
ludicrous  our  epic  is  in  public, 
that  in  private  he  is  not  without 
his  fears  ;  which  he  proves  by' 
having  this  reverend  chaplain  in 
his  houfe  and  at  his  elbow  ;  where', 
as  it  is  well  known  that  both  the 
vefpers  and  mattins  of  monf.  de 
Voltaire  are  chefs  and  back-gam¬ 
mon,  piquet  or  a  game  at  qua¬ 
drille. 

When  he  invited  the  poor  Pere 
Adam  to  his  houfe,  it  is  faid  he 
was  ingenuous  enough  to  add,  “  if 
you  can  dare  to  live  with  a  man 
who  profeifes  himfelf  to  have  no 
religion  -at  all,  or,  if  any  thing, 
is  a  ltridler  difciple  of ‘Confucius 
than  you  can  be  of  your  humble 
mailer,  then  come  to  me,” 

.  He  feldom  goes  to  bed  till  day¬ 
break,  drinking  coffee  almoft  eve¬ 
ry  half  hour,  and  playing  at 
chefs ;  next  day  he  is  never  vifible 
till  noon,  and  then  difagreeably 
fo  ;  having  but  too  often  a  dirty 
banjan,  and  unpowdered  tye-vvig, 
wdth  the  knots  before ;  and  a  cap 
over  that,  either  of  filk  or  velvet 
embroidered  ;  and  being  naturally 
hafty  and  wafpilh,  I  am  often 
reminded  of  Lear  as  reprefented 
in  a  drolling  company,  where  the 
wardrobe  furnilhes  the  fame  fuit 
for  that  infane  king,  as  for  the 
Mahomet  of  fome  Turkilh  tragedy, 
incomplete  at  leall,  and  at  bell 
very  lhabby. 

The  Jefuit  redding  with 
Monf.  de  Voltaire  being  rather 
a  man  of  flight,  than  linking 
genius,  often  gives  this  head 
of  the  family  an  handle  to  make 
him  the  butt  of  converfation  ; 
however,  the  Fere  Adam  follows 

the 
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the  old  adage  of,  (i  eating  his  pud¬ 
ding,  and  holding  his  tongue.” 

Voltaire  fays  of  him  often,  II 
eft  Pere  Adam,  mais  pas  la  premier 
des  hommes%  He  may  be  Father 
Adam,  but  is  far  from  being  the 
firft  of  men. 

To  draw  up  the  curtain  of  Ber¬ 
lin  once  more  (which  feemed  al¬ 
ready  dfopt)  l  ihould  inform  the 
reader  that  Maupertuis  and  he  had 
a  real  quarrel,  and  what  the  king 
of  Prufiia  began  in  a  political  jeft, 
had  near  ended  in  a  very  ferious 
manner. 

Indeed,  the  phlegmatic  difpofi- 
tion  of  Maupertuis,  (a  Norman) 
was  a  proper  fubjedl  for  the  king, 
in  his  hours  of  humour  and  raillery, 
to  play  off  his  artillery  on,  by  means 
of  the  faid  Maupertuis,  againft  the 
vivacity  of  a  Frenchman,  born 
fouthward,  and  differing  more  from 
the  northern  French  in  the  feveral 
provinces  of  Normandy,  Britany, 
Anjou,  &c.  than  perhaps  any  coun¬ 
try  in  the  globe. 

To  return,  matters  were  carried 
fo  high,  that  Maupertuis  fent  a 
challenge  to  Voltaire;  then  fick 
in  bed.  'The  exadt  words  of  his 
invitation  to  the  field  of  battle  I 
never  faw,  but  his  anfwer  was  al~ 
moft  in  thefe  words. 

Monfieur  de  Maupertuis. 

S  I  R, 

I  had  the  honour  of  your  chal¬ 
lenge,  which  I  would  gladly  have 
accepted,  had  you  given  me  the 
choice  of  my  own  weapons  ;  being 
ill  a-bed,  a  fyringe  would  nave 
been  the  moft  proper  inftrument  ; 
and  that,  from  your  known  huma¬ 
nity,  I  do  expedft  to  receive  from 
your  lkilful  hands. 

Vol.  X. 
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But  I  mult  alfo  obferve  to  you, 
that  a  piftoi  ball  will  kill  me,  but 
can  have  no  effedl  on  >u  ;  lead 
will  aflimilate  with  your  brain  ; 
and  therefore  are  we  not  on  an 
equal  footing. 

I  am,  with  all  refpedf, 

VOLTAIRE. 

The  quarrel,  by  thefe  means, 
ended  like  that  of  Dr.  Caius  and 
Sir  Hugh  Evans.  It  became  a 
party-affair  of  the  moft  laughable 
kind  ;  fo  that  the  very  boys  of 
Berlin  upbraided  Monff  de  Mau¬ 
pertuis,  for  not  fending  a  fquirt  to 
Monf.  de  Voltaire,  in  (lead  of  a 
challenge  with  ball  and  piftoi. 

To  return  to  our  lord  paramount 
at  the  chateau  de  Fernex,  where  he 
may  be  truly  called  fuch  ;  the  gay 
part  of  Geneva  take  delight  in  vi- 
fiting  him  ;  but  as  he  knows  what 
is  related  to  them,  will  reach  the 
ears  of  their  magiftracy,  he  never 
fails  faying  the  fevereft  things  an 
irritated  genius  can  invent. 

A  gentleman’s  equipage  not  com¬ 
ing  punctually,  who  was  on  a  vifit 
to  him,  he  alked  if  the  coachman 
was  a  Genevite  •  and  being  an. 
fwered  in  the  affirmative,  he  re¬ 
plied,  “  Oh  1  there  the  very  fer- 
vants  are  kings  ;  no  wonder  you 
are  fo  tyrannically  ufed.” 

Atanother  time,  (the  reader  muft 
obferve  that  Geneva  has  no  terri¬ 
tory)  he  faid,  fuppofing  each  free 
citizen  of  this  great  republic  had.  a 
lJbirr,  and  would  lend  it  on  the  oc« 
cafion,  they  might  cover  their  do¬ 
minion  with  their  own  linen. 

His  houfe  is  a  receptacle  for  all 
foreigners  ;  and,  as  every  fuch  vi- 
fitor  ftrains  his  genius  to  entertain 
him,  no. wonder,  by  fuch  a  quick 
fucceffion  of  ail  the  feveral  fnhabi- 

F  tau&a 
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tants  of  the  four  quarters  of  the 
world,  that  Voltaire  has  fuch  an 
univerfal  knowledge  of  mankind. 

His  converfation  among  men  ge¬ 
nerally  turns  (and  too  unhappily 
fo)  on  blalphemous  fubjedls  ;  and 
(which  argues  a  great  want  of  po- 
litenefs)  he  generally  increafes  this 
vein  if  any  churchmen  are  prefent; 
nay,  according  to  their  rank,  he 
augments  or  decreafes  his  fallies  of 
what  he  falfely  calls  plealantry. 

Thus  a  ftory  which  would  be  a 
good  one  for  a  poor  cure  or  abbe, 
mull  be  enriched  for  a  mitred  brow 
or  cardinal ;  and  Pere  Adam  (the 
good  Ample  jefuit)  whatever  little 
he  may  fay  on  the  occalion,  pays 
it  off  in  thinking. 

Yet,  to  keep  up  appearances,  he 
has  given  an  altar  to  the  church 
adjoining  to  his  houfe,  and  fame 
rich  veftments  to  the  facrilty  ;  and 
will,  occasionally,  attend  the  fer- 
vice  ;  particularly  on  a  wedding, 
which  fhali  happen  in  his  own 
family. 

The  Archbifhop  of  Troyes  din¬ 
ing  with  him  one  day,  Voltaire 
was,  as  ufual,  playing  off  all  his 
artillery  againll  the  prelate,  who 
was  alfo  a  cardinal.  The  good  di¬ 
vine  immediately  became  the  gen¬ 
tleman,  and  faid,  “  the  world  have 
fuch  obligations  to  men  of  genius, 
that  a  particular  allowance  is  ever 
made  to  them,  in  return  for  their 
productions  ;  though  I  don’t  doubt 
yet  but  Monf.  de  Voltaire  will  be 
a  good  convert  to  us  before  he 
dies.”  Voltaire  immediately  an- 
fwered,  **  My  lord  1  if  ever  I  am 
made  a  convert  of,  it  mull  be,  like 
St.  Paul,  on  horfeback.” 

With  ladies,  he  is  rather  inde¬ 
cent  :  as  with  the  church,  he  is  but 
too  apt  to  be  ludicrous.  Many  of 


his  late  works  will  verify  this ;  and 
I  rather  think  that  the  fweepings 
of  his  brain,  fo  lately  publifhed, 
are  more  owing  to  his  flattering 
bookfeller  and  his  wife  ;  who,  like 

F~ - r  in  Dublin,  never  care  if 

Voltaire  or  Dean  Swift  fuller,  fo 
he  or  they  can  have  venifon  in  the 
proper  feafon. 

The  falls  a  manger  at  Voltaire’s 
is  very  dirty  in  general.  And  you 
will  fee  fervants  waiting  in  waift- 
coats,  and  women  at  work  (in  not 
the  moll  delicate  of  needle  employ¬ 
ment)  while  company  of  the  firlt 
rank  are  at  dinner.  But  his  draw¬ 
ing-room,  and  other  apartments, 
make  ample  amends  for  this  care- 
lefsnefs ;  fcarce  any  nobleman 
having  a  more  elegant  fuite  of 
chambers,  either  for  Hate  or  con¬ 
venience. 

You  would  be  furprifsd  to  fee  on 
what  feraps  of  paper  he  writes  his 
bell  hints  for  material  works.  I 
am  amazed  he  can  And  them  in  the 
dilflpated  manner  they  lie.  While 
he  writes  he  always  fits  with  his 
back  to  the  fire  ;  which  is,  per¬ 
haps,  to  fave  his  eyes. 

When  he  does  drefs,  (which  is 
rare)  no  man  produces  a  more  va¬ 
riegated  wardrobe  :  but  fo  eccen¬ 
tric  is  he,  that,  in  a  fuit  of  velvet 
and  embroidery,  I  have  feen  him 
join  the  dance  of  fome  fervants  in 
the  hall,  on  hearing  the  violin  give 
the  fummons. 

But  let  me  not  dare  by  thefe  mi- 
nutiee  to  think  of  lefiening  the  va¬ 
lue  of  fo  great  a  mailer  of  the  pen. 
On  the  contrary,  Dean  Swift  had, 
in  his  private  hours,  more  of  this 
vein  than  even  Voltaire;  defend¬ 
ing  often  to  chufe  mere  trifles,  in 
order  the  better,  perhaps,  to  rife 
in  fentimeivt  afterwards.  Pope  cer- 
S  tainly 
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tainly  means  this,  when  he  To  ele¬ 
gantly  pays  this  compliment  to  lord 
Bolingbroke  : 

Teach  me,  like  thee,  in  various 
nature  wife, 

((  To  fall  with  dignity,  with  tem¬ 
per  rife.” 

There  is  a  monarchical,  defpotic 
Bate  in  this  great  man,  which  ap¬ 
pears  in  his  minuted  actions.  Thus, 
at  table,  he  never  comes  in  with  the 
reft  of  the  company  ;  but  will  de¬ 
lay  about  any  trifle  ;  and,  On  en¬ 
trance,  loves  to  recall  all  the  difhes, 
and  difturb  every  part  of  the  table, 
with  placing  and  mif-placing  them, 
after  every  one  elfe  has  been  fatis- 
fied  ;  which  is  rather  difagreeable, 
when  the  appetite  of  others  has 
been  fatisfied ;  nothing  being  fo 
unwelcome  as  the  remnants  of 
difhes  half  fpoiled,  and  fcraps  of 
delicacies ;  which,  by  thefe  means, 
no  longer  are  fuch. 

Land  being  cheap  in  this  part 
of  Burgundy  (called  properly  the 
fais  de  Gex )  it  is  amazing  what  a 
quantity  of  acres  he  has  on  his 
edate  ;  and  he  feems  to  value  him- 
felf  on  this,  in  preference  to  a 
fmaller  fhare  of  territory  more  cul¬ 
tivated. 

He  pretends  to  fhew  a  turn  for 
Englifh  improvements,  from  ob- 
fervations  he  made,  or  pretended 
to  make  in  England,  when  he  was 
there.  But  the  attachment  to 
French  ornaments  Hill  prevails  ; 
and  a  flower  plat  and  fountain  are 
to  him,  greater  embellifhments 
than  all  the  woods  and  waters  of  a 
Chatfworth,  a  Cadle-Howard,  or 
a  Sturton. 

His  favourite  work  is  the  Pucelle 
d' Orleans  ;  which,  in  fad,  is  the 
Hudibras  of  the  French  poetry  and 


language.  His  pi&ure  is  often 
drawn  looking  on  his  Henriade, 
but  I  believe  he  has  not  that  af¬ 
fection  for  it  he  has  for  many  other 
of  his  performances. 

Being  afked  which  of  his  trage¬ 
dies  he  mod  afFeded,  he  replied, 
Olympia  ;  t(  for  the  fame  readon,’* 
fays  he,  “  that  a  man  is  proud  of 
having  a  child  at  feventy-five.” 

He  has  many  carriages,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  French  cuftom,  but  not 
one  fit  to  ride  in.  No  nation  (ele¬ 
gant  as  they  are  at  Paris  in  thefe 
conveniences)  is  fo  carelefs  didan't 
from  the  metropolis,  if  you  are 
carried,  or  (as  is  the  common  ex- 
predion)  lifted  out  of  the  dirt,  it  is 
all  they  think  of ;  dained  linings, 
ragged  fringes,  broken  windows, 
make  up  the  fum  of  a  French  coun¬ 
try  equipage;  and  Mr.  Shandy  (in 
a  late  volume)  gives  this  under  his 
hand  in  his  obfervations,  during  a 
French  perambulation. 

Though  Voltaire  never  would 
accept  a  title  from  any  monarch, 
yet  does  he  much  attach  himfelf  to 
perfonages  fo  adorned;  nay,  in  the 
very  opening  of  his  letters,  he  will 
give  a  preference  of  reading  to  thofe 
with  ducal  coronets  over  thofe  of 
common  earls,  vifccunts,  or  barons. 

He  complains  much  of  an  un¬ 
conquerable  drynefs  in  his  habit  of 
body  ;  “  which,”  fays  he,  “  one 
day  or  other,  mud  end  me  ;”  as 
if  but  for  that  he  might  live  a  cen¬ 
tury  longer ;  and  I  am  told,  that 
in  illnefs  no  man  is  fo  afraid  of  ihe 
devil’s  claws  as  himfelf ;  infomuch, 
that  the  mod  ignorant  and  mendi¬ 
cant  pried  can,  at  that  time,  have 
a  fway  over  him,  which,  in  pgrfedl 
health,  the  infallible  head  of  the 
church  would  fail  of. 

The  many  prefents  from  the 
great,  of  wine,  and  every  delicacy 
F  2  ,  which 
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which  fo  many  different  countries 
afford,  allow  him  to  keep  a  better 
table  than  many  of  his  equals  in 
fortune ;  and,  whether  their  fa¬ 
vours  arife  from  fear  or  love,  he  is 
equally  gainer. 

Moll  people  think  him,  at  leafl, 
twenty  years  older  than  he  really 
is  ;  appearing  on  the  theatre  of 
life  fo  early  (for  he  publifhed  at 
iixteen)  many  imagine  him  a  man 
from  that  sera;  when,  in  fadl,  he 
was  only  a  ftripling.  Nor  do  I 
now  believe  him  to  be  above 
feventy. 

However,  being  one  of  the  gen¬ 
tlemen  of  the  bed-chamber  to  the 
king,  his  age  may  eafily  be  afcer- 
tained  ;  for  a  man  cannot  enter  on 
fuch  a  poft  till  of  a  certain  age; 
and,  by  the  date  of  his  commiffion, 
it  will  appear  when  he  obtained 
that  honour. 

His  affection  to  the  ele£tor-pa- 
latine  feems  beyond  that  of  any 
other  monarch  ;  he  refided  with 
him  a  year  under  his  roof  at  Man- 
heim,  and  had  every  honour  of  a 
prince  of  the  blood  ;  but  mingling 
in  politics,  the  minority  there 
grew  jealous  of  him  ;  and  fo  he 
retired  to  his  territory  near  Ge¬ 
neva. 

The  ele&or  had  feveral  buds  of 
him  executed  by  Mr.  Verchetfel, 
the  mod  eminent  flatuary  now  liv¬ 
ing,  and  who  is  governor  of  the 
fculpture  academy  at  Manheim ; 
but,  to  keep  him  in  good  humour, 
fome  ladies  of  the  court  were  always 
near  him  ;  or  he  would  not  have 
had  patience  to  go  through  the 
ceremony  of  a  model. 

In  Ihort,  he  is  fuch  a  mixture  of 
dignity  and  littlenefs;  fuch  a  con¬ 
trail  of  the  trifler  and  man  of  judg¬ 
ment  ;  that  he  feems,  as  Falllaff 
fays  fo  wittily  of  himfelf,  a  double 


man.  As  his  various  works  prove' 
him  the  great  man,  I  have  only 
touched  on  thofe  anecdotes  which 
fhew  him  in  another  light;  per¬ 
haps,  unknown  to  the  world,  and 
which,  blended  with  his  other  cha¬ 
racter,  make  him  as  he  is* - a 

mortal  man  ;  and  not  that  deity 
the  minor  writers  would  fain  raife 
him  to. 

If  I  have  been  too  fevere,  attri¬ 
bute  it  to  a  punctuality  in  my  na¬ 
ture ;  and  when  he  dies,  let  us  fay 
of  him  what  Prince  Henry  faid 
over  even  his  enemy  : 

“  Thy  ignominy  fleep  with  thee 
in  the  grave, 

te  But  not  remember’d  in  thy  epi¬ 
taph.” 

By  ignominy,  I  mean  his  univer- 
fal  diflike  to  all  religion  ;  in  which 
he  is  not  content  (for  this  I  could 
forgive  him)  to  think  only  ;  but 
he  loves  to  vent  his  opinion  in  pub¬ 
lic  ;  and  the  world  are  left  to  j  udge, 
with  the  attachment  people  are  too 
apt  to  have  towards  men  of  genius, 
what  an  infinite  number  of  profe- 
lytes  he  is  capable  of  drawing  to 
himfelf  in  thefe  days  of  libertinifm, 
and  diffipation. 

Being  exiled  the  kingdom  of 
France  (fome  people  fay,  only  the 
court)  he  paffed  over  to  England, 
the  fureft,  as  the  happieli  afyium,  to 
a  gentleman  and  a  genius.  He  raif- 
ed  fubfcriptions  there,  unknown  to 
any  native  ;  and  whi^h  in  an  ene¬ 
my’s  country  might,  or  is,  indeed, 
called  contributions. 

On  his  wifhing  to  return  home, 
on  fome  private  affairs,  he  ftrongly 
folicited  the  then  French  minifiry 
to  obtain  leave  for  fuch  a  favour  to 
himfelf;  but,  however  publicly  his 
majefiy  might  approve  and  coun¬ 
tenance 
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tenance  fuch  recall,  the  revengeful 

minifters  were  not  fo  eafily  recon- 

cileable,  but  became  very  ftrenuous 

* 

oppofers  of  it.  But  Voltaire  (ever 
an  over-match  in  politics  and  ge¬ 
nius,  for  thefe  his  enemies  of  date) 
wrote  to  fome  powerful  friends  in 
Germany,  and  fuddenly  got  him- 
felf  invented  with  a  public  charac¬ 
ter  ;  I  think  it  was  either  from  the 
electorate  of  Cologn,  or  prince 
bifhop  of  Liege. 

On  obtaining  this  rank,  he  im¬ 
mediately  fet  off  for  the  court  of 
Verfailles,  having  previoufly  got 
his  credentials  acknowledged  be¬ 
fore  he  prefented  hjmfelf  in  pub¬ 
lic. 

On  his  fird  appearance,  the  rea¬ 
der  may  well  imagine  what  a  buzz 
there  was  throughout  the  draw¬ 
ing-room  of  fuch  an  inquifitive 
court  ;  and  of  courfe,  his  old  ene¬ 
mies,  from  curiofity,  and  not  af- 
feClion,  incircled  him,  and  began, 
as  ufual,  their  congratulations,  each 
equally  endeavouring  to  exculpate 
himfelf,  and  in  general  themfelves, 
from  any  hand  in  his  banifliment. 
After  hearing  what  they  all  had  t© 
offer,  he  faid,  et  By  being  thus 
exiled  my  country  fo  long,  I  am 
incapable  of  underftanding  your 
languagenovv,  with  precifion.  But, 
if  you  will  talk  with  my  fecretary 
here,  or  any  of  my  train,  they 
will  inform  me,  when  I  get  home, 
what  kind  fervices  you  mean  to 
me.” 

His  pardon  was  foon  after  feal- 
ed,  and  it  is  faid,  that,  by  this  in- 
folence  of  his,  as  alfo  his  being 
honoured  with  a  public  character, 
(in  which  department  he  might 
equally  ferve  or  injure  them)  that 
the  very  mini  dry,  once  his  ene¬ 
mies,  were  now  the  frit  leaders  to 
his  pardon. 
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At  Manheim  (where  he  redded 
after  his  difgrace  at  Berlin,  if  it 
may  be  fo  called,  when  he  chofe 
his  own  difmiflion)  he  behaved 
with  fuch  imperioufnefs,  or  ab- 
fence  of  mind,  that  when  the  elec¬ 
tor,  who  would  honour  him  often 
with  a  vifit  in  his  apartments, 
and  even  by  his  own  appointment 
waited  on  him,  he  would  pretend 
not  to  know  him  ;  and,  but  for 
that  fovereign’s  infuperable  bene¬ 
volence,  the  friendfhip  mud  have 
ended. 

A  certain  Englidi  oculift  being 
at  Berlin  during  Voltaire’s  resi¬ 
dence  there,  I  will  in  a  few  words 
introduce  an  anecdote  of  this  che¬ 
valier,  profeffor,  and  member  of 
all  the  academies  in  Europe ; 
which,  as  it  is  conneded  a  little 
with  Voltaire,  is  not  outraie  in  this 
letter. 

His  majedy  of  Pruffia,  for  fome 
reafons,  held  the  Englifh  then  at 
arm’s  length,  and  was  fo  little  de- 
firous  of  pleafmg  the  country  in 
genera],  that  he  would  hardly  be 
civil  to  any  particular  part  of  it, 
though  backed  with  title,  or  of¬ 
fices  of  date.  Lord  D— - ,  Earl 

St. - 1,  the  Duke  of  St. - , 

and  many  great  commoners,  were 
then  in  the  city  of  Berlin,  but  ne¬ 
ver  once  invited  to  court.  Nay, 
fo  flighted  were  they,  that  on  the 
Parade  (the  general  refort  of  all  fo¬ 
reigners,  while  the  guard  mounts) 
the  king  would  publicly  fay  ro 
general  Keith  and  lord  Marfhal, 

“  What  !  are  your  countrymen  not 
gone  yet?”  Obferve,  as  a  further 
proof  of  his  revenge  ;  his  ambaffa- 
dor  at  Paris,  and  the  French  am- 
baffador  to  his  court,  were  both 
attainted  peers  of  this  kingdom  ; 
namely,  the  lords  Marfhal  and 
Tyrconnei  j  as  the  own  and  only 
E  3  brother 
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brother  of  the  former  was  at  that 
time  alfo  commander  in  chief  of 
all  his  forces.  But  to  the  point : 
at  the  time  the  Englifh  nobility 
were  thus  whimfically  excluded 
the  court,  our  chevalier  oculid  was 
publicly  admitted  :  nay,  to  render 
it  more  fatirical  againd  us,  with 
double  honour,  fuperior  to  what  a 
perfon  of  that  rank  deferved  ;  how- 
ever  his  ufual  vanity  might  delire, 
or  perhaps  expeft  it.  Obferve, 
that  the  faid  doftor  was  then 
drongly  fufpefted  of  being  em¬ 
ployed  by  our  minidry,  as  a  pri¬ 
vate  obferver  on  the  actions  of  fe- 
veral  princes  ;  and  his  profedion 
gave  him  thefe  opportunities,  as 
he  was  perpetually  fluctuating  be¬ 
tween  one  court  and  another,  and 
admitted  to  their  prefence. 

The  oculid  being  introduced  to 
the  king,  his  majefty  (with  his 
ufual  politenefs)  afked  him  what 
favours  he  could  confer  on  him, 
being  ready  to  didinguilh  all  men 
of  eminence  like  hsmfelf.  The 
doftor  only  dedred  to  have  the 
honour  of  being  oculid  to  his 

m« - y  ‘  and  which,  to  make  Ihort 

of,  the  king  readily  granted ;  add¬ 
ing,  tf  as  I  do  not  love  to  fufpend 
any  one’s  happinefs  long;,  be  at 
court  to-morrow  early,  and  your 
patent  (hall  be  ready.” 

The  chevalier  (duflied  with  this 
unexpected  promife,)  now  appear¬ 
ed  at  court  as  by  royal  command  ; 
but  notwithstanding  a  double  pa¬ 
rade  of  lacqueys  and  equipage,  on 
his  approach  the  king  faid,  “  You 
defire  to  be  my  oculid — ^there  is 
your  patent ;  you  mud  take  the 
ufual  oaths  on  thefe occadons  :  that 
done,  come  to  me  again.” 

On  reporting  to  the  king  that  all 
neceffary  forms  were  gone  through, 
his  majedy  faid  :  “  You  defired  to 


be  my  oculid— -you  are  fo ;  my 
eyes  want  no  adi dance  yet  are 
you  my  ocdlid  but,  if  you  touch, 
the  eyes  of  one  of  my  fubjefts,  I 
will  hang  you  up.  I  love  my  fuh- 
jefts  equally  as  myfelf.” 

The  chevalier  departed  (or  was 
rather  ordered  to  depart)  in  fix 
hours  :  he  pleaded  more  time  to 
pack  up  his  eyes  and  implements, 
but  was  refufed  ;  and  a  guard  being 
fet  over  him,  he  was  efcorted  like 
any  delinquent  to  the  borders  of 
Saxony,  that  being  the  country 
mod  contiguous.  The  refpeft  his 
majedy  feeraed  at  fir d  to  pay  him 
in  preference  to  all  the  Englifh,  (of 
which  number  the  fmalled  was  his 
fuperior)  now  appeared  a  dill 
dronger  fatire  againlt  England, 
and  proved  that  he  fufpefted  the 
chevalier’s  other  profeffion,  in  con- 
j  up  ft  ion  w|th  thofe  of  oculid,  ora¬ 
tor,  and  profedbr  of  every  fcience. 

To  bring  this  home  to  Voltaire, 
which  was  my  intention,  an  epi¬ 
gram  appeared  from  his  pen,  no 

doubt— - the  ding  of  which  was, 

(<  that  the  king  had  driven  out  of 
his  dominions  the  only  man  who 
could  have  opened  his  eyes.” 

And  now,  to  return  to  Fernex 
once  more,  where  we  fh all  take 
leave  of  our  hero,  and  leave  him  to 
the  opinion  of  others,  no  lefs  than 
his  own  opinion  of  himfelf;  his 
great  favourite  is  doftor  Tronchin, 
whom  he  calls  his  ^Efculapius, 
The  wife  of  his  bookfeller  feems 
very  much  to  rule  him,  and  alter¬ 
nately,  one  madame  Relier,  whofe 
hufband  is  a  leading  man  in  the 
prefent  affairs  of  Geneva:  a  place 
which  Voltaire  has  fuch  an  aver- 
fion  to  enter  the  walls  of,  that  he 
has  been  known  to  fit  in  his  coach 
at  the  very  gates,  and  fend  for 
tliofe  perfons  he  has  any  bufinefs 

or 
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or  connexion  with  to  the  window- 
iide,  and  give  them  an  audience 
with  all  the  felfVufficiency  of  an 
eaflern  prince. 

He  is  fond  of  driving  a  fiogle- 
horfe  chaife,  and  has  a  roan-horfe, 
which  the  eleCtor-palatine  gave 
him  at  Manheim,  becaufe  it  hap¬ 
pened  to  be  foaled  juft  under  eye 
from  an  Arabian  mare. 

He  will  fometimes  drive  more 
madly  than  Phaeton,  and  then  at 
once  falls  into  a  folemnity  of  pace, 
as  if  compofmg  fome  great  work. 

An  Englifh  gentleman  who  flept 
one  night  at  his  houfe,  begged  a 
book  of  him  to  amufe  him  when 
he  rofe  in  the  morning  :  on  which 
Voltaire  gave  him  his  Pucelle  d' Or¬ 
leans  \  adding,  “  A  virgin  in  my 
houfe  is  no  fmall  rarity.5* 

Metbinks,  I  lee  him  now  with 
his  whip  in  his  hand,  calling  the 
whole  houfe  to  go  a  hunting  (d  la 
chaffs ,  d  la  chaffe)  and  when  he  had 
afllmbled  every  body,  it  was  only 
to  walk  round  his  houfe,  and  brufh 
down  the  fjpiders  and  their  webs, 
which  the  fervants  had  negle&ed 
among  the  pillars  of  each  portico 
of  his  building. 

He  will  talk  much  of  what  the 
writers  will  fay  after  his  death;  and 
often  hints,  that  the  converfation 
of  Monfieur  de  Voltaire  on  his 
death-bed,  cooked  up  by  fome  Je- 
fuit,  will  be  a  molt  delicious  mor- 
fel  for  the  Paris  bookfellers :  “  and 
the  rafcals  will  pick  up  many  a 
good  meal  off  my  bones,”  fays  he, 
*(  bare  as  I  am.5* 

His  kitchen-garden  at  Fernex  is 
very  large  and  convenient,  but  di¬ 
vided  and  fubdivided  fo  often  by 
walls,  looks  rather  unfightly  :  an 
open  plat  of  ground  would  be  too 
much  expofed  to  heat,  perhaps,  to 
forward  culinary  productions;  the 


frequent  walls  may  rather  create  a 
neceftary  fhade. 

His  love  of  dates,  fweet  oranges, 
and  pomegranates,  is  very  parti¬ 
cular.  Obferve,  in  the  fouth  of 
France,  that  the  orange  being 
grafted  on  the  pomegranate,  gives 
it  a  fine  colour  ;  and  he  will  often 
hold  it  up,  and  fay,  “  This  mult 
have  been  the  forbidden  fruit. 55 

H  is  favourite  productions  in  our 
language  are,  Garth’s  Difpenfato- 
ry  ;  Prior’s  Henry  and  Emma: 
Pope’s  Prologue  to  Cato  ;  and  the 
fmalleft  works  of  Pope  :  but  as  to 
Shakefpeare  and  Milton,  he  can 
hardly  fpeak  of  them  with  any  de¬ 
gree  of  patience. 

As  he  writes  much  from  hear- 
fay,  no  wonder  he  is  fo  fubjeCt  to 
errors  in  chronology,  and  even 
fads.  In  a  late  production  of  his, 
which  he  calls  Contes ,  or  Tales,  he 
declares,  when  writing  a  critique 
on  the  play  of  the  Orphan,  that 
Chamont,  as  a  proof  of  the  barba¬ 
rity  of  the  Englifh  ftage,  afks  his 
fifter,  the  fair  and  virtuous  Moni- 
mia,  if  fhe  has  not  loft  her  maiden¬ 
head  ;  and  affirms,  that  Polydore 
twice  pulls  his  beloved  and  lovely 
orphan  by  the  hair  of  her  head 
acrofs  the  ftage. 

Whether  any  young  Englifh 
gentlemen,  from  defign  or  igno¬ 
rance,  drew  him  into  the  fcrape  of 
committing  this  to  the  prefs  I  can¬ 
not  fay  ;  but  fo  it  island  I  wifh 
fome  comic  genius  of  our  ifland 
did  not  do  it  purpofely  to  expofe 
him,  as,  having  endeavoured,  or 
rather  dared,  as  they  would  call  it, 
to  draw  a  picture  of  the  Englifh 
ftage,  without  ever  knowing  it 3 
mere  out-lines. 

In  his  obfervations  on  the  tra¬ 
gedy  of  Hamlet,  (a  play  he  utterly 
defpifes)  he  has  hit  on  a  blunder  of 

F  4.  our 
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our  great  Englifli  dramatic  writer, 
which  I  could  wilh.  had  not  been 
fovifible;  viz* 

“  And  now/’  fays  he,  ((  the 
firft  adl  ends  wnh  the  king  giving 
his  royal  orders  (and  which  mu  ft 
never  be  dilobeyed)  to  fire  all  the 
cannon  round  the  ramparts,  two 
hundred  years  before  gunpowder 
was  invented.” 

The  famous  foliloquy  of,  “To 
be,  or  not  io  be,”  he  nasVarioufly 
buriefqued  ;  as  thus  ; 

“  To  dance,  or  not  to  dance, 

“  To  drink,  or  not  to  drink, 

“  To  drefs,  or  not  to  drefs, 

“  To  ride,  or  not  to  ride, 

“To  pay,  or  not  to  pay, 
m  To  fing,  or  not  to  fing;  that 
isThe  quell  ion.” 

On  an  Eng  i fh  gentleman’s  tak¬ 
ing  leave  of  him,  to  go  to  London, 
he  faid  :  “  Well,  Sir  l  I  will  come 
and  fee  you  when  you  are  got  home 
— -out  that  is  after  I  am  dead :  there 
are  bove  twenty  ghofts  in  the  tra¬ 
gedy  of  Macbeth,  why  fnould  I 
not  be  one  among  them.” 

On  ac  drefling  a  lady,  who  had 
juft  lain  in,  he  faid,  ‘  And  who 
was  your  midwife  ?”  On  her  tell¬ 
ing  him  D.  B-.— — — r,  a  man,  he 
frniled  ;  and  faid,  “  Weill  give 
my  refpeds  to  your  hufhand,  and 
tell  him  he  is  half  a  cuckold.’ 

He  gives  no  icgular  livery  ;  fo 
that  his  fervar.ts  often  wearing  that 
cf  the  laft  place  they  lived  at,  have 
the  appearance  ot  feveral  gentle¬ 
mens  fervants  ending  as  on  a 
vi fit  to  him. 

He  is  fond  of  hawks ;  and  as  the 
adjacent  Alps,  and  the  vaft  chain 
of  mountains,  known  by  the  name 
of  Mont  Jura,  afford  various  {pe¬ 
eks  of  thefe  birds,  his  home  is  a 
menagerie  of  that  kind  ;  and  he 
will  foretimes  amufe  himfelf,  with 


letting  them  fly  at  a  pigeon  or  a 
tame  fowl,  about  his  houle,  calling 
them  kings  who  tear  the  innocent 
fubjedls  to  pieces. 

His  houfe  was  built  by  an  archi*. 
tedt  of  Geneva,  called  Billion  ;  but 
in  this,  h  was  only  the  bricklayer 
or  Hone-  .nafon,  for  the  model  is 
very  comn  on  ad  over  France. 

Though  he  is  of  a  noble  family* 
yet  is  he  ever  fhy  ofmentioning  it ; 
nor  can  any  ore  learn  what  pare 
of  France  he  was  born  and  bred 
in  :  perhaps,  he  thinks,  if  too 
many  particulars  were  known,  that 
it  would  be  publiftied  before  his 
death,  as  dying  Ipeeches  often  are, 
and  he  would  not  wifh  to  hear  he 
was  fo  near  dying. 

His  love  of  Englifli  humour  is 
fo  jfhong,  that  he  will  invite  the 
molt  common  and  blackguard  (lo¬ 
ries  ;  and  by  taking  proper  memo-, 
randums  of  them,  one  would  think 
he  meaned  to  new  drefs  them,  and 
thereby  make  them  his  own,  in 
fome  future  b^ok  of  tales. 

A  certain  Englifli  general  officer 
led  fo  dillipated  a  life,  that  he  often 
drank  tokay  of  a  guinea  a  quart, 
even  when  alone.  Upon  which 
his  lady  would  often  fay,  “  My 
dear  general,  whatever  you  do  for 
the  honour  of  the  crown,  and  in 
compliment  to  Hate  days,  do  not 
drink  fuch  expenfive  wine  when  by 
yourfelf;  for  what  mull  your  poor 
children  do  f”  “  Oh  1”  fays  the 
general,  “  I  am  eafy  as  to  that, 
let  them  fmell  at  the  corks.” 

It  being  neceffiary  to  tap  him 
fome  time  after  for  the  dropfy,  he 
went  through  the  operation  like  a 
foldier  ;  but  alking  what  the  fur- 
geons  had  found,  and  they  reply¬ 
ing  water,  he  faid,  “  How  can 
that  be  ?  I  never  drank  a  drop  of 
water  in  all  my  life.  But  how 
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long  will  it  be  before  I  muft  be 
tapped  again  ?”  On  being  anfwer- 
ed  fix  months,  he  replied,  It  is 
impcffible  1  no  veffel  in  my  houfe 
ever  held  above  fix  weeks.” 

Tn  fhort,  his  life  was  fo  profli. 
gate,  that  his  lady  atr  laft  faying 
<(  Why  !  general,  you  will  not 
leave  a  {hilling  to  bury  you  ;  he 
anfwered,  **  Oh  !  I’ll  flink  them 
into  good  manners,” 

Voltaire  rubbed  his  hands  for 
joy,  immediately  fet  pen  tc  paper, 
and  an  elegant  tale  on  that  •  abjeft, 
with  all  the  Englifh  bon  mots ,  is 
now  to  be  feen  at  Fernex. 

But  again  I  repeat,  and  ever 
fhall,  that  with  all  thefe  little¬ 
ness,  he  is  at  intervals  the  very 
greateft  genius  of  this  century. 
When  he  does  compofe,  which  is 
rare,  he  is  fo  amazingly  at  entive, 
that  he  has  been  known  to  write  a 
five  aft  tragedy  in  as  many  days ; 
2nd  I  have  heard  him  fay  of  come¬ 
dy,  that  he  could  write  it  falter 


than  any  aftors  could  reprefent  it, 
if  he  had  good  and  quick  fecreta- 
ries. 

With  refpeft  to  the  building  at 
Fernex,  (was  it  not  for  having 
committed  the  folly  of  preferving 
the  gateways,  and  fome  towers 
capped  with  pinnacles,  according 
to  the  French  manner  of  building) 
it  would  be  a  very  magnificent  fa¬ 
bric  ;  but  an  error  of  the  fame  na¬ 
ture  is  in  point,  as  the  lawyers 
fay,  nearBridgewater,  inSomerfet- 
fhire;  where,  to  keep  up  agate¬ 
way  of  LordRochefler’s,  the  build¬ 
ing  of  a  very  great  and  ingenious 
architeft  and  nobleman  is  entirely 
fpoilt,  I  mean  Earl  E— t. 

I  have  no  otner  anecdotes  of 
Monf.  de  Voltaire,  but  what  would 
Gjffend  the  one  or  other  part  of 
human  nature,  if  related  ;  I  there¬ 
fore  beg  to  be  excufed  any  farther 
obfervations  on  fo  great,  or  fo  lit* 
tie  a  man. 


NATURAL 


1 


I 


ANNUAL  REGISTER' 


NATURAL 


Ob f creations  upon  animals,  commonly 
called  amphibious  by  authors.  Pre * 
jented  by  Dr,  Par  Jims,  F.  R.  S. 

TH  E  following  remarks, 
which  I  have  the  honour 
to  lay  before  this  learned  fociety, 
were  occafioned  by  a  converfation 
that  palTed  between  me  and  a  gen¬ 
tleman  well  acquainted  with  na¬ 
tural  hiftory,  however  millaken  in 
the  fubjeit  before  us.  His  opinion, 
was,  that  amphibious  animals  liv¬ 
ed  more  in  the  water  than  on  the 
land  :  but  I  believe  the  contrary 
will  appear  by  the  fequel  of  this 
treatife. 

If  we  confider  the  words 
and  gw,  from  which  the  term  am¬ 
phibious  is  derived  ;  we  Ihould 
underhand  that  animals,  having 
this  title,  fhould  be  capable  of  liv¬ 
ing  as  well  by  land  or  in  the 
air,  as  by  water,  or  of  dwelling  in 
either  conftantly  at  will  ;  but  it 
will  be  difficult  to  find  any  animal 
that  can  fulfil  this  definition,  as 
being  equally  qualified  for  either; 
and  in  clalfing  creatures  of  this 
kind,  authors  are  much  divided, 
and  fometimes  miflaken. 

Now  if  any  natural  hifiorian 
Ihould  deduce  his  diftin&ion  of 
this  clafs  from  the  ftrudture  or 
charadleriftic  of  any  part  of  the 
animal,  I  think  he  would  be  a 
little  out  of  the  way  ;  becaufe  the 
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term  comprehends  nothing  but 
what  regards  its  living  in  both 
air  and  water  at  diferetion  ;  how¬ 
ever,  fince  the  word  amphibious  is 
adopted  by  the  writers  of  the  hif- 
tory  of  animals,  let  us  retain  it 
kill,  and  examine  fome  of  this 
clafs,  and  by  confidering  their  na¬ 
tural  ceconomy  refpedtively,  en¬ 
deavour  to  range  them,  according 
to  that  ftandard,  in  the  following 
manner.  They  are  fuch  as, 

1.  Enjoy  their  chief  functions 
by  land,  but  occafionally  go  into 
the  water, 

2,  Such  as  chiefly  inhabit  the 
water,  but  occafionally  go  afhore. 
Of  the  latter  there  are  but  very 
few  fpecies.  And  although  none 
of  the  winged  tribe  are  to  be  rang¬ 
ed  under  this  clafs,  yet  as  many 
of  them  remain  long  upon  the 
water  in  fearch  of  their  proper 
food,  we  fhall  enumerate  fome 
peculiar  advantages,  which  have 
been  allowed  to  feveral  of  them 
by  the  bountiful  wifdom  of  the 
creator,  in  order  to  render  them 
the  more  able  to  obtain  it ;  and 
this  will  make  one  curious  part  of 
my  prefent  purpofe,  not  generally 
known. 

The  difpute  mentioned  between 
my  friend  and  me,  turned  upon 
the  clafs  of  the  phocae,  which  con- 
flfts  of  a  very  numerous  tribe  of 
different  fpecies :  I  fhall  therefore 
endeavour  to  fliew  that  none  of 
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them  can  live  chiefly  in  the  wa¬ 
ters,  but  that  their  chief  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  the  fundlions  of  life  is  on 
ill  ore. 

Thefe  animals  are  really  qua¬ 
drupeds  ;  out,  as  their  chief  food 
is  ffih,  they  are  under  a  neceflity 
of  going  out  to  fea  to  hunt  their 
prey,  and  to  great  diftances  from 
fhore ;  taking  care  that,  however 
great  the  difiances,  rocks  or  fmail 
iflands  are  at  hand,  as  refiing 
places  when  they  are  tired,  or 
their  bodies  become  too  much  ma¬ 
cerated  in  the  water ;  and  they 
return  to  the  places  of  their  ufual 
refort  to  fleep,  copulate,  and 
bring  forth  their  young,  for  the 
following  reafons  ;  vis.  It  is  well 
known  that  the  only  effential  dif¬ 
ference  (as  to  the  general  ffruc- 
ture  of  the  heart)  between  amphi¬ 
bious  and  mere  land  animals,  or 
fuch  as  never  go  into  the  water,  is, 
that  in  the  former  the  oval  hole  re¬ 
mains  always  open.  Now,  in  fuch 
as  are  without  this  hole,  if  they 
were  to  be  immerfed  in  water  for 
but  a  little  time,  refpiration  would 
ceafe,  and  the  animal  mull  die; 
becaufe  a  great  part  of  the  mafs  of 
blood  pafles  from  the  heart,  by 
the  pulmonary  artery,  through  the 
lungs,  and  by  the  pulmonary  veins 
returns  to  the  heart ;  while  the 
aorta  is  carrying  the  greater  part 
of  the  mafs  to  the  head  and  ex¬ 
tremities,  &c. 

Now  the  blood  paffes  through 
the  lungs  in  a  continual  uninter¬ 
rupted  ftream,  while  refpiration  is 
gentle  and  moderate  ;  but  when  it 
is  violent,  then  the  circulation  is 
interrupted,  for  infpiration  and  ex¬ 
piration  are  now  carried  to  their 
extent;  and  in  this  hate  the  blood 
cannot  pafs  through  the  lungs 
either  during  the  t-otal  infpiration 
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or  total  expiration  of  the  air  in 
breathing  ;  for  in  the  former  cafe 
the  inflation  comprefles  tne  return¬ 
ing  veins,  and  in  the  latter,  by 
the  collapiion  of  the  lungs,  thefe 
veins  are  interrupted  al fo,  fo  that 
it  is  only  between  thefe  two  vio¬ 
lent  actions  that  the  blood  can 
pals  :  and  hence  it  is  that  the  lives, 
of  animals  aie  fhortened,  and_ 
their  health  impaired,  when  they 
are  fubjefled  to  frequent  violent 
refpiration  ;  and  thus  it  is  that  in 
animals  who  have  once  breathed, 
they  mull  continue  to  refpire  ever 
after;  for  life' is  at  an  end  when 
that  ceafes. 

There  are  three  neceflary  and 
principal  ufes  of  refpiration  in  ail 
land  animals,  and  in  thefe  kinds 
that  are  counted  amphibious ;  the 
firffc  is  that  of  promoting  the  cir¬ 
culation  of  the  blood  through  the 
whole  body  and  extremities  ;  in 
real  flfhes,  the  force  of  the  heart 
is  alone  capable  of  fending  the 
blood  to  every  part,  as  they  are 
not  furnifhed  with  limbs  or  ex¬ 
tremities  ;  but  in  the  others  men¬ 
tioned,  being  all  furnifhed  with 
extremities,  refpiration  is  an  af- 
iiflant  force  to  the  arteries  in 
fending  blood  to  the  extremities, 
which,  being  fo  remote  from  the 
heart,  have  need  of  fuch  afiiftance ; 
othervvife  the  circulation  would  be 
very  languid  in  thefe  parts  ;  thus 
we  fee,  that  in  perfons  fubjedl  to 
aflhmatic  complaints,  the  circu¬ 
lation  grows  languid,  the  legs 
grow  cold  and  oede-matous,  and 
other  parts  fuffer  by  the  defedt  in 
refpiration. 

A  fecond  ufe  of  breathing  is, 
that,  in  infpiration,  the  variety  of 
particles,  of  different  qualities, 
which  float  always  in  the  air, 
might  be  drawn  into  the  lungs, 

to 
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to  be  infinuated  into  the  mafs  of 
blood,  being  highly  neceffary  to 
contemperate  and  cool  the  agi¬ 
tated  xnafs,  and  to  contribute  re¬ 
lined  pabulum  to  the  finer  parts  of 
it,  which,  meeting  with  the  daily 
fupply  of  chyle,  ferves  to  aflimi- 
late  and  more  intimately  mix  the 
mafs,  and  render  its  conftitution 
the  fitter  for  fupporting  the  life  of 
the  animal.  Therefore  it  is,  that 
valetudinarians,  by  changing  foul 
or  unwholefome  air  for  a  free,  good, 
open  air,  often  recover  from  lin¬ 
gering  difeafes. 

And  a  third  principal  ufe  of  re- 
fpiring  is,  to  promote  the  ex¬ 
hibition  of  a  voice  in  animals  ; 
which  all  thofe  that  live  on  the 
land  do  according  to  their  fpecific 
natures. 

From  thefe  confi derations  it  ap¬ 
pears,  beyond  contradiction,  that 
the  phocae  of  every  kind  are  un¬ 
der  an  abfolute  neceffity  of  mak¬ 
ing  the  land  their  principal  refi- 
dence ;  but  there  is  another  very 
convincing  argument  why  they  re- 
fide  on  fhore  the  greattft  part  of 
their  time,  and  that  is,  that  the 
fiefh  of  thefe  creatures  is  analo¬ 
gous  to  that  of  other  land  ani¬ 
mals  ;  and  therefore,  by  overlong 
maceration,  added  to  the  fatigue 
of  their  chacing  their  prey,  they 
would  fuffer  fuch  a  relaxation  as 
would  defiroy  them.  It  is  well 
known  that  animals,  which  have 
lain  long  under  water,  are  reduced 
to  a  very  lax  and  even  putrid  date  ; 
and  the  phoca  mull:  bafk  in  the  air 
on  fhore;  for  while  the  folids  are 
at  ref!,  they  acquire  their  former 
degree  of  tenfion,  and  the  vigour 
of  the  animal  is  reftored  ;  and 
while  he  has  an  uninterrupted 
placid  refpiration,  his  blood  is  re- 
frefhed  by  the  new  fupply  of  air. 


as  I  have  explained  it  above,  and 
he  is  rendered  fit  for  his  next 
cruife  :  for  aCtion  wafles  the  rpoft 
exalted  fluids  of  the  body,  more  or 
lefs,  according  to  its  duration  and 
violence  :  and  the  reiterative  reft 
muft  continue  a  longer  or  fhorter 
time,  according  to  the  quantity  of 
the  previous  fatigue. 

Let  us  now  examine  by  what 
power  thefe  animals  are  capable  of 
remaining  longer  under  water  than 
land  animals. 

All  thefe  have  the  oval  hole  open 
between  the  right  and  left  auricles 
of  the  heart,  and  in  many  the 
canalis  arteriofus  alfo  :  and  while 
the  phoca  remains  under  water, 
which  he  may  continue  an  hour  or 
two,  more  or  lefs,  his  refpiratiort 
is  flopped,  and  the  biood,  not  find¬ 
ing  the  pafiage  through  the  pul¬ 
monary  artery  free,  rufnes  through 
the  hole  from  the  right  to  the  left 
auricle,  and  partly  through  the 
arterial  canal,  being  a  fhort  paf- 
fage  to  the  aorta,  and  thence  to 
every  part  of  the  body,  maintain¬ 
ing  the  circulation :  but,  upon 
rifing  to  come  alhore,  the  blood 
finds  its  pafiage  again  through 
the  lungs  the  moment  he  re- 
fipires. 

Thus  the  foetus  in  utero,  during 
his  confinement,  having  the  lungs 
comprefled,  and  confequently  the 
pulmonary  arteries  and  veins  im¬ 
pervious,  has  the  circulation  of 
the  blood  carried  on  through  the 
oval  hole  and  the  arterial  canal  ; 
now  fo  far  the  phoca  in  the  water 
and  the  fetus  in  utero  are  analo¬ 
gous  ;  but  they  differ  in  other 
material  circumfiances ;  one  is, 
that  the  fetus,  having  never  re- 
fpired,  remains  fufficiently  nou- 
rifhed  by  the  maternal  blood  cir¬ 
culating  through  him,  and  conti¬ 
nues 
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Httes  to  grow  till  the  time  of  his 
birth,  without  any  want  of  refpi- 
ration  during  nine  months  con¬ 
finement  ;  the  phoca,  having  re- 
fpired  the  moment  of  his  birth, 
cannot  live  very  long  without  it, 
for  the  reafons  given  before  ;  and 
this  hole  and  canal  would  be 
clofed  in  them,  as  it  is  in  land 
animals,  if  the  dam  did  not,  very 
foon  after  the  birth  of  the  cub, 
carry  him  into  the  water  to  teach 
him,  fo  very  frequently  ;  by  which 
pra&ice  ^thefe  paffages  are  kept 
open  during  life  ;  otherwife  they 
would  not  be  capable  of  attaining 
the  food  defigned  for  them  by  pro¬ 
vidence. 

.  Another  difference  is,  that  the 
phoca,  as  I  faid  before,  would  be 
relaxed  by  maceration  in  remain¬ 
ing  too  long  in  the  water  ,  whereas 
the  foetus  in  utero  fuffers  no  in¬ 
jury  from  continuing  its  full  num¬ 
ber  of  months  in  the  fluid  he 
fwims  in:  the  reafon  is;  that 
water  is  a  powerful  folvent,  and 
penetrates  the  pores  of  the  fkins 
of  land  animals,  and  in  time  can 
difl'olve  them  ;  whereas  the  liquor 
amnii  is  an  inflpid  foft  fluid,  im¬ 
pregnated  with  particles  more  or 
lefs  mucilaginous,  and  utterly  in¬ 
capable  of  making  the  lead  altera¬ 
tion  in  the  cuds  of  the  foetus. 

Otters,  beavers,  and  feme  kinds 
of  rats,  go  occafionally  into  the 
water  for  their  prey,  but  can¬ 
not  remain  very  long  under  wa¬ 
ter  ;  I  have  often  gone  to  (hoot  ot¬ 
ters,  and  watched  all  their  mo¬ 
tions  ;  I  have  feen  one  of  them 
go  fofdy  from  a  bank  into  the 
river,  and  dive  down,  and  in 
about  two  minutes  rife,  at  ten  or 
fifteen  yards  from  the  place  he 
went  in,  with  a  middling  falmon  in 
Ibis  mouth,  which  he  brought  on 


fhore  ;  I  (hot  him,  and  faved  the 
lifh  whole.  Now  as  all  feetufes 
have  thefe  paflages  open,  if  a 
whelp  of  a  true  water-fpaniel,  was, 
immediately  after  its  birth,  ferved 
as  the  phoca  does  her  cubs,  im- 
merfed  in  water,  to  flop  refpifa- 
tion  for  a  little  time  every  day,  I 
make  no  doubt  but  the  hole  and 
canal  would  be  kept  open,  and  the 
dog  be  made  capable  of  remaining 
as  long  under  water  as  the  phoca. 

Frogs,  how  capable  foever  of  re¬ 
maining  in  the  water,  yet  cannot 
avoid  living  on  land,  for  they 
refpire ;  and  if,  as  I  haye  often 
done,  a  frog  be  thrown  into  a  river, 
he  makes  to  the  fhore  as  faff  as 
he  can. 

The  lizard  kind,  fuch  as  may 
be  called  water  lizards,  or  lacertae 
aquatics,  all  are  obliged  to  come 
to  land  and  depofit  their  eggs, 
refl,  and  fleep  ;  even  the  croco¬ 
diles,  who  dwell  much  in  rivers, 
fieep  and  lay  their  eggs  on  fhore  ; 
and,  while  in  the  water,  are  com¬ 
pelled  to  rife  to  the  furface  to 
breathe  ;  yet,  from  the  texture  of 
his  fcaly  covering,  he  is  capable  of 
remaining  in  the  water  longer  by 
far  than  any  fpecies  of  the  phocte, 
whole  (kin  is  analogous  to  that  of  a 
horfe  or  cow. 

The  hippopotamus,  who  wades 
into  the  lakes  or  rivers,  is  a  qua¬ 
druped,  and  remains  under  the 
water  a  confiderable  time  ;  yet  his 
chief  refidence  is  upon  land,  and 
he  muft  come  on  fhore  for  refpi- 
ration. 

The  teftudo,  or  fea  tortoife,  tho’ 
he  goes  out  to  fea,  and  is  often 
found  far  from  land  ;  yet,  being 
a  refpiring  animal,  cannot  re¬ 
main  long  under  water.  He  has 
indeed  a  power  of  rendering  him- 
felf  fpeciftcally  heavier  or  lighter 

than 


* 


78  ANNUAL 

than  the  water,  and  therefore  can 
let  himfeif  down  to  avoid  an  ene¬ 
my  or  a  dorm  ;  yet  he  is  under  a 
neceflity  of  riling  frequently  to 
breathe,  for  reafons  given  before  ; 
and  his  mod  ufual  tuuauonj  while 
at  fea,  is  upon  the  fur  face  of  the 
water,  feeding  upon  the  various 
fubftances  that  float  in  great 
bundance  every  where  about  him  ; 
thefe  animals  deep  fecurely  upon 
the  furface,  but  not  under  water, 
and  can  remain  longer  at  Tea  than 
any  others  of  this  dafs,  except  the 
crocodile,  becaufe,  as  it  is  with 
the  latter,  his  covering  is  not  in 
danger  of  being  too  much  mace¬ 
rated  ;  yet  they  mud  go  on  fhore 
to  copulate,  and  lay  their  eggs. 

The  ccndderation  of  thefe  is 
fufficient  to  inform  us  of  the  na¬ 
ture  of  the  fird  order  of  the  clafs 
of  amphibious  animals ;  let  us  now 
fee  what  is  to  be  laid  of  the  fecond 
in  our  dividon  of  them,  which 
are  dlch  as  chiefly  inhabit  the 
waters,  but  occalionally  go  on 
fhore. 

Thefe  are  but  of  two  kinds : 
the  eel,  and  water  -  ferpents  or 
fnakes  of  every  kind.  It  is  their 
form  that  qualifies  them  for  loco¬ 
motion  on  land,  and  they  know 
their  way  back  to  the  water  at 
will ;  for  by  their  drudture  they 
have  a  drong  peridaltic  motion,  by 
which  they  can  go  forward  at  a 
pretty  good  rate,  whereas  all  o- 
ther  kinds  of  filh,  whether  verti¬ 
cal  or  horizontal,  are  incapable  of 
a  voluntary  loco-motion  on  fhore: 
and  therefore,  as  foon  as  fuch  fifh 
are  brought  out  of  the  water, 
after  having  flounced  a  while, 
they  lie  motionlefs,  and  foon 
die. 

Let  us  now  examine  into  the 
reafon  why  thefe  vermicular  fifh, 
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the  eel  and  ferpent  kinds,  can  Hvft* 
a  confiderabie  time  on  land,  and 
•the  vertical  and  horizontal  kinds 
die  almod  immediately  when  taken.- 
out  of  the  water;  and  in  this  re- 
fearch,  we  fhall  come  to  know  what' 
analogy  there  is  between  land  ani¬ 
mals  and  thofe  of  the  waters.  All 
land  animals  have  lungs,  and  can 
live  no  longer  than  while  thefe  are 
inflated  by  the  ambient  air,  and  al¬ 
ternately  comprefled  for  its  ex¬ 
pulsion  ;  that  is,  while  refpiration 
is  duly  carried  on,  by  a  regular  in- 
fpiration  and  expiration  of  air. 

In  like  manner,  the  fifh  in  gene- 
ral  have,  inflead  of  lungs,  gills, 
or  branchiae  :  and,  as  in  land  ani¬ 
mals,  the  lungs  have  a  large  por¬ 
tion  of  the  mafs  of  blood  circu¬ 
lating  through  them,  which  mull 
be  flopped  if  the  air  has  not  a  free 
ingreis  and  egrefs  into  and  from 
them  ;  fo,  in  fifh,  there  is  a  great 
fhare  of  blood  veflels  that  pafs 
through  the  branchiae,  and  a  great 
portion  of  their  blood  circulates 
through  them,  which  mull  in  like 
manner  be  totally  flopped,  if  the 
branchiae  are  not  kept  perpetually 
wet  with  water  ;  fo  that,"  as  the 
air  is  to  the  lungs,  in  land  ani¬ 
mals,  a  conftant  alliflant  to  the 
circulation,  fo  is  the  water  to  the 
branchiae  of  thofe  of  the  rivers  and 
feas ;  for  when  thefe  are  out  of 
the  water  the  branchiae  very  foon 
grow  crifp  and  dry,  the  blood  vef¬ 
lels  are  lhrunk,  and  the  blood  is 
obflruded  in  its  paffage ;  fo  when 
the  former  are  immerfed  in  water, 
or  otherwife  prevented  having  re- 
Ipiration,  the  circulation  ceafes,  and 
the  animal  dies. 

Again,  as  land  animals  would 
be  deliroyed  by  too  much  mace¬ 
ration  in  water,  fo  filhes  would, 
on  the  other  hand,  be  ruined  by 

too 
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too  mach  exficcation ;  the  latter 
being,  from  their  general  ftru&ure 
and  conftitution,  made  fit  to  bear, 
and  live  in,  the  water ;  the  for¬ 
mer,  by  their  conftitution  and 
forms,  to  breathe,  and  dwell,  in 
the  air. 

But  it  may  be  afked,  why  eels 
and  water  fnakes  are  capable  of 
living  longer  in  the  air  than  the 
other  kinds  of  fifh  ?  this  is  an- 
fvvered,  by  confidering  the  provi¬ 
dential  care  of  the  great  creator 
for  thefe  and  every  one  of  his 
creatures :  for,  fince  they  were 
capable  of  loco-motion  by  their 
form,  which  they  need  not  be  if 
they  were  ij^ver  to  go  on  fhore,  it 
feemed  neceftary  that  they  ftiould 
be  rendered  capable  of  living  a 
confiderable  time  on  fhore,  other- 
wife  their  loco-motion  would  be  in 
vain.  How  is  this  provided  for  ? 
why  in  a  mo  ft  convenient  manner  ; 
for  this  order  of  fifties  have  their 
branchiae  well  covered  from  the 
external  drying  air,  and  are  alfo 
furnifhed  with  a  flimy  mucus, 
which  hinders  their  becoming  crifp 
and  dry  for  many  hours,  and  their 
very  {kins  always  emit  a  mucus 
liquor,  which  keeps  them  fupple 
and  moift  for  a  long  time ;  where¬ 
as  the  branchiae  of  other  kinds  of 
fifh  are  much  expofed  to  the  air, 
and  want  the  flimy  matter  to  keep 
them  moift.  Now,  if,  when  any 
of  thefe  is  brought  out  of  the  wa¬ 
ter,  it  was  laid  in  a  veftel  with¬ 
out  water,  he  might  be  kept  alive 
a  confiderable  time,  by  only  keep¬ 
ing  the  gills  and  furface  of  the  fkin 
conltantly  wet,  even  without  any 
water  to  fwim  in. 

Before  I  difmifs  the  firft  part  of 
my  difcourfe,  I  muft  beg  your  pa¬ 
tience,  while  I  mention  fomething 
that  relays  to  a  family  among  the 


fifh  kinds,  which  is  of  a  middle  na-* 
ture  between  the  phocae,  and  the 
real  fifties  of  the  fea,  in  one  pecu¬ 
liar  refpedt.  This  is  the  ciafs  of 
the  phoecenae,  or  porpuftes,  of 
which  there  are  feveral  fpecies ; 
and  thefe  have  lungs,  and  there¬ 
fore  are  forced  to  come  up  to  the 
furface  to  breathe  at  very  fhoft  in¬ 
tervals  ;  but,  when  brought  on 
fhore,  have  no  progreflive  loco¬ 
motion.  So  that  having  lungs, 
they  refemble  the  phocae,  and,  in 
every  other  refped,  the  real  fifties 
of  the  fea. 

Blafius,  in  his  Anatome  Ani- 
malium,  page  228,  gives  an  ac¬ 
count  of  one  of  thefe  taken  and 
brought  on  fhore  alive  ;  the  people 
let  him  lie,  to  fee  how  long  he  could 
live  out  of  the  water ;  and  he  con¬ 
tinued  alive  only  about  feven  or 
eight  hours,  and  exhibited  a  kind 
of  hilling  voice. 

From  what  has  been  faid,  it  will, 

I  hope,  appear  rational,  that  thefe 
are  the  only  two  orders  that  can 
properly  be  deduced  from  the  ciafs 
of  amphibious  animals  ;  and  that 
the  genus’s  of  either  order  are  very 
few  in  the  animal  world. 


A  letter  from  fames  Parfons ,  M.  Dm 
F.  R .  S.  to  the  right  honourable 
the  Earl  of  Morten ,  prefaent  of  the 
Royal  Society  ;  on  the  double  home 
of  the  Rhinoceros , 

My  Lord, 

WHEN  I  had  the  honour  of 
laying  my  natural  hiftory 
of  the  rhinoceros  before  this  learn¬ 
ed  fociety  in  1745,  which  is  print¬ 
ed  in  number  470,  page  523,  of 
the  Tranfa&ions,  I  had  not  an 
opportunity  of  fhevving  3  double 
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horn  to  the  members  ;  I  have 
therefore  taken  this  firft  occasion 
to  entertain  the  prefent  members 
with  a  fight  of  a  noble  fpecimen 
of  the  horns  of  an  African  rhi¬ 
noceros,  brought  from  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  by  my  curious 
and  worthy  friend  William  Ma¬ 
guire,  efquire,  among  many  other 
curiosities  5  prefuming  that  few  of 
the  fociety  have  ever  feen  a  pair  of 
the  like  kind.  But  what  renders 
this  fubjedt  the  more  particular, 
and  worthy  of  obfervation,  is,  that 
by  means  of  knowing  there  is  a 
fpecies  of  this  animal,  having  al¬ 
ways  a  double  horn  upon  the  nofe, 
in  Africa,  Martial’s  reading  is 
fupported  againft  the  criticifm  of 
Bochart,  who  changed  the  true 
text  of  that  poet,  in  an  epigram 
upon  the  ftrength  of  this  animal  ; 
for  when  Domitian  ordered  an  ex¬ 
hibition  of  wild  beafts,  as  it  was 
the  cuftom  of  feveral  emperors, 
the  poet  fays  :  The  rhinoceros 
tofs’d  up  a  heavy  bear  with  his 
double  horn  : 

Namque  gra<vem  gemino  cornu  Jtc 
extulit  urfum . 

and  as  Bochart  knew  nothing  of  a 
double  horn,  he  changed  this  line 
both  in  reading  and  fenfe  thus  : 

Namque  gra<vi  geminum  cornu  Jic 
extulit  eurum. 

as  if  two  wild  bulls  were  tolled  up 
into  the  air,  by  the  ftrong  horn  of 
the  rhinoceros. 

Mr.  Maittaire  adopted  the  no¬ 
tion  of  a  lingle  horn,  but  was  of 
opinion  that  the  geminum  eurum  of 
Bochart  ought  to  have  been  plu¬ 
ral,  getninos  euros%  as  being  more 
elegant ;  and  he  was  followed  by 
Podors  Mead  and  Pouglas,  with 


the  difference,  that  thefe  changed 
the  euros  for  urfos ,  as  imagining 
they  were  rather  bears  than  bulls 
that  were  thrown  up  by  this  noble 
animal. 

Our  then  worthy  prefident  Mar* 
tin  Folkes,  efquire,  had  feen  my 
account  of  this  fubjedt,  at  the  end 
of  which,  T  endeavoured,  however 
prefumptuoufly,  to  defend  Mar¬ 
tial’s  reading  againft  Bochart  and 
the  other  eminent  perfons  mention¬ 
ed  ;  and  defired  I  would  let  it  be 
r£ad  and  printed,  which  I  very 
readily  agreed  to,  as  his  requeft 
did  me  much  honour. 

Before  my  paper  was  printed, 
Mr.  Maittaire  and  Dodlor  Doug¬ 
las  died ;  and  the  learned  Dodlor 
Mead  was  the  furviving  critic,  up¬ 
on  this  line,  of  the  three.  Upon 
this  occafion,  therefore,  i  have  a 
double  pleafure  ;  firft,  in  amuling 
the  prefent  gentlemen  with  a  moll 
curious  fpecimen  in  natural  hif- 
tory ;  and,  fecondly,  in  remem¬ 
bering  in  this  place,  the  nice  can¬ 
dor  and  generofity  of  Dr.  Mead 
upon  that  fubjedl.  For,  about  four 
months  after  the  paper  was  printed, 
he  received  a  prefent  of  feveral  cu¬ 
rious  fhells,  feeds,  &c.  and  with 
them  the  bones  of  the  face  of  a 
young  rhinoceros,  with  two  horns 
in  fitu ,  all  in  tire,  by  a  captain  of 
an  African  trader,  who  brought 
them  from  Angola. 

As  foon  as  he  law  the  horns, 
he  fent  to  invite  me  to  breakfaft, 
and  there,  in  company,  ingenu- 
oully  gave  up  his  pall  opinion, 
and  declared  for  Martial  ;  and, 
indeed,  I  mull  add  to  the  praife 
of  that  great  man,  that,  as  I  was 
happy  in  being  frequently  at  his 
houfe,  I  was  witnefs  to  many  fuch 
inftances  of  the  moft  dihnterefted 
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candour  and  generofity,  where  any 
part  of  fcience  was  the  topic,  a- 
mong  his  feleft  friends. 

This  anecdote  I  thought  proper 
to  mention  upon  the  prefent  occa- 
fion  ;  nor  can  too  much  be  faid  to 
his  honour,  among  all  lovers  of 
philofophical  learning.  I  am 
Your  lordfhip’s 

moil:  obedient  fervant, 

James  Parfons. 

P.  S.  The  dimeofions  are  as 
follows  ;  viz.  The  length  of  the 
anterior  horn,  meafuring  with  a 
firing  along  the  convex  fore  part, 
is  20  inches;  perpendicular  height 
18  ;  circumference  2{  |  at  the 
bafe  ;  the  potierior  horn  is  in  per¬ 
pendicular  height  19  circum¬ 
ference  round  the  bafe  18  ;  length 
of  both  bafes  together  upon  the 
nafal  bones  i  4  ;  and  the  weight  of 
both  together  is  14  pounds  10 
ounces. 

The  rhinoceros  of  the  year  1739, 
defcribed  in  the  tranfadlions,  was 
three  years  old  ;  and  the  horn  not 
three  inches  high  ;  and  hence  by 
comparing  that  with  this,  one  may 
imagine  this  to  be  many  years  old, 
perhaps  above  twenty;  and  that 
this  animal  lives  to  a  great  age. 

It  is  alfo  plain  that  the  horns 
are  perpetual,  as  are  thofe.of  oxen. 


A  letier  to  the  prefdent  of  the  royal 
fociety ,  containing  a  nenv  manner 
of  niea faring  the  'velocity  of  'wind , 
and  an  experiment  to  afcertain  to 
*what  quant  ty  of  <vjater  a  fall  of 
Jno'w  is  equal . 

Kirknewton,  May  13,  17 65. 
My  Lord, 

SHOULD  think  myfelf  mod 
unworthy  of  the  honour  which 
your  lordfhip  and  the  royal  foci¬ 
ety  have  done  me,  if  the  notice 
Vol.  X. 


which  you  was  pleafed  to  take  of 
my  letter  upon  the  late  comet,  did 
not  make  me  more  careful  to  ob^ 
ferve  whatever  I  thought  mighttend 
to  improve  the  knowledge  of  na¬ 
ture,  which  is  a  capital  part  of  the 
laudable  defign  of  the  fociety. 

Your  lordfhip  knows,  that  my 
fituation  expcfes  me  to  every  blalfc 
that  blows,  and  affords  a  fair  op¬ 
portunity  for  meafuring  the  velo¬ 
city  cf  the  wind  (the  force  of  which 
I  am,  fo  often,  obliged  to  feel).  I 
have  attempted  to  determine  this 
by  letting  light  downy  feathers  fly 
in  the  wind  (the  method,  1  under- 
hand,  ufed  by  the  ingenious  Dr. 
Derham)  ;  but  cannot  fay,  in  all 
the  trials  I  have  made  (though  £ 
have  let  fifty  of  thefe  feathers  fly, 
one  after  the  other,  at  a  time), 
that  I  have  ever  feen  above  one, 
or  two  at  moft,  upon  which  I 
could  have  founded  a  calculation. 
The  velocity  of  the  wind  near 
the  earth  is  very  unequal,  upon 
account  of  the  frequent  interrup¬ 
tions  it  meets  with  from  hills,  trees, 
and  houfes  ;  and  even  in  operi 
plains  ;  the  furface  Or  the  earth, 
though  much  fxnoother  than  it  com¬ 
monly  is,  mud  reflect  and  inter¬ 
rupt  fuch  a  fluid  as  the  air,  and 
occaflon  great  irregularity  in  the 
velocity  of  its  current:  this  is  the 
reafon,  when  a  feather  is  let  fly 
with  the  wind,  why  it  feldom,  if 
ever,  defcribes  a  fir  ait  line,  but 
moves  fome times  in  a  kind  of  fpi- 
ral,  now  high,  and  then  low,  iome^ 
times  to  the  right,  and  then  again 
to  the  left  ;  and  why  two  Feathers 
let  fly  at  once,  feldom,  if  ever, 
keep  together,  or  defcribe  fimilar 
lines. 

But,  at  fome  confiderable  dif- 
tance  from  the  earth,  the  velocity 
of  the  wind  feems  to  be  regular 
and  ileady  :  nothing  can  be  more 
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uniform,  than  the  velocity  of  a 
cloud  in  the  Iky  appears  to  be, 
even  in  the  greateft  ftorm  :  it  is 
like  a  fhip  carried  away  infenftbly 
by  a  fmooth  and  gentle  current, 
paffing  over  equal  fpaces  in  equal 
times.  This  fuggefted  the  thought, 
that  the  motion  of  a  cloud,  or  its 
fhadow  over  the  furface  of  the 
earth,  would  be  a  much  more  pro¬ 
per  meafure  of  the  velocity  of  the 
wind. 

In  the  end  of  March  1763,  I 
had  as  favourable  an  opportunity 
of  putting  this  method  into  prac^- 
tice,  as  I  could  have  wifhed  for: 
the  ftorm  was  exceeding  high,  and 
moved  with  vail  velocity;  the  fun 
was  bright,  the  Iky  clear,  except 
where  it  was  fpotted  with  light 
floating  clouds  ;  I  took  my  ftation 
in  the  north  window  of  my  dining 
room,  near  the  clock,  from  which 
I  had  a  free  profpeCt  of  the  fields ; 
the  fun  was  in  the  meridian,  the 
wind  due  weft  interfering  his  rays 
at  right  angles ;  I  waited  until  the 
fore-part  of  the  fhadow  of  a  cloud. 
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that  was  diftinft,  and  well  defined, 
juft  touched  a  fouth  and  north  line, 
which  I  had  marked  upon  the 
ground  ;  at  that  infant  I  began 
my  reckoning,  and  followed  the 
fhadow  with  my  eye  in  its  progrefs, 
counting  feconds  all  the  while  by 
the  clock,  until  I  had  reckoned  up 
15  feconds;  then  I  obferved  ex¬ 
actly  where  the  forefaid  edge  of  the 
fhadow  was. 

This  experiment  I  repeated  ten 
times  in  half  an  hour,  and  feldom 
found  the  difference  of  a  fecond, 
in  the  time  which  different  clouds 
took  to  move  over  the  fame  fpace. 
On  the  5  th  of  May  current,  I 
repeated  the  trial  four  different 
times,  the  fun  being  alfo  near 
the  meridian,  the  wind  in  the 
weft,  with  light  clouds  floating  in 
a  clear  iky  as  formerly ;  and  found 
that  the  fhadows  of  different 
clouds  took  fome  of  them  44,  and 
others  45  feconds,  to  pafs  over  the 
fame  fpace  which  they  had  moved 
over  in  13  feconds,  in  the  former 
trials. 


Feet 

This  fpace  meafures  exactly  1384 
which  multiplied  by  4 

gives  5^36: 
which  multiplied  by  60 

gives  332,160: 

Which  fpace  is  zz  62.9  Englifh 
miles  per  hour,  the  velocity  of  the 
wind  in  March  1763. 
w  One  third  of  this  (or  21  miles 
yearly)  fhews  the  velocity  of  the 
wind  on  May  the  6th,  when  it 
blew  a  freih  gale. 

This  day.  May  12,  there  was  a 
fmall  wefterly  breeze,  the  velocity 
of  which  I  meafured  upon  the 
lame  line,  the  fun  being  10  mi¬ 
nutes  paft  the  meridian,  and  found 


Fpace  paffed  over  in  15  feconds, 

fpace  paffed  over  in  one  minute, 

fpace  paffed  over  in  one  hour. 

that  the  fhadow  took  95  feconds 
to  pafs  over  the  above  fpace,  which 
gives  the  velocity  of  the  wind  at 
the  rate  of  9.9  Englifh  miles  per 
hour. 

Thus,  by  having  feveral  lines 
in  different  directions  of  a  known 
length  marked  upon  the  ground, 
one  may  eaflly  (and  with  great  ac¬ 
curacy,  I  imagine)  meafure  the 
velocity  of  the  wind.  If  a  perfon 
was  provided  with  an  inltrument 
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for  meafuring  the  force  of  the 
wind,  it  would  perhaps  be  worth 
while  to  obferve,  whether,  when 
the  velocities  of  different  winds 
were  the  fame,  (or  nearly  fo)  the 
forces  of  thefe  winds  did  not  vary 
with  the  feafons  of  the  year,  the 
points  of  the  compafs  from  which 
the  wind  blows,  and  alfo  with  the 
different  hate  of  the  barometer  and 
thermometer,  fince  the  momentum 
of  the  wind  depends  not  only 
upon  its  velocity,  but  alfo  upon 
its  denfity. 

From  the  end  of  March  1765, 
to  the  end  of  March  laft,  we,  in 
this  part  of  Scotland,  had  very  lit¬ 
tle  rain,  and  lefs  fnow  in  propor¬ 
tion  ;  our  rivers  were  as  low, 
through  the  winter,  as  they  ufed  to 
be  in  the  middle  of  fummer;  fprings 
failed  in  moft  places,  and  brewers 
and  maltiters  were  obliged,  even  in 
winter,  to  carry  their  water  at  a 
confiderable  diftance  ;  I  was  much 
afraid  there  would  not  be  moifture 
enough  in  the  earth  for  the  pur¬ 
poses  of  vegetation,  if  this  feafon 
fhould  fet  in  as  dry  as  the  former, 
before  we  got  a  new  fupply  of  rain. 
In  the  end  of  March  laft,  we  had 
a  fall  of  fnow  ;  and,  as  1  did  not 
remember  to  have  ever  read  an  ac¬ 
count  of  fuch  an  experiment,  I 
wifhed  to  be  able  to  determine,  to 
what  quantity  of  rain  this  fall  of 
fnow  was  equal. 

The  fnow  had  been  falling  from 
five  o’clock  the  former  evening, 
till  ten  o’clock  the  next  day  ;  about 
eleven  o’clock  I  meafured  the  depth 
of  the  fnow,  and  found  it  to  be  6.2 
inches  ;  then  I  took  a  ftone  jug, 
holding  about  three  Englifh  pints, 
and  turned  the  mouth  of  it  down¬ 
wards  upon  the  fnow  meafured, 
and  where  the  ground  below  was 
fmooth  and  hard  and  by  this 


means  I  took  up  all  the  fnow  from 
top  to  bottom  in  the  jug  ;  this 
fnow  I  melted  by  the  fide  of  a  fire, 
and  the  6.2  inches  of  fnow  yielded 
fix  tenths  of  an  inch  deep  of  water 
in  the  fame  jug.  After  emptying 
the  jug,  I  dried,  and  weighed  it 
in  a  ballance,  and  took  up  the 
fame  quantity  of  fnow  in  it  as 
before,  weighed  it  again,  and 
found  the  weight  of  the  fnow 
taken  up,  and  from  this  weight 
computed  what  quantity  of  water 
it  fhould  have  produced,  and 
found  that  it  ought  to  have  pro¬ 
duced  fix  tenths  of  an  inch  and  ^ 
of  an  inch  more  :  then  I  diffolved 
the  fnow,  and  found  that  it  yield¬ 
ed  a  quantity  of  water  in  the 
bottom  of  the  jug,  fix  tenths  of 
an  inch  deep,  as  in  the  former 
experiment.  The  difference  of 
of  an  inch  in  the  depth  of  the 
water,  betwixt  the  weight  and  the 
melting  of  the  fnow,  was  proba¬ 
bly  owing  to  an  exhalation  from 
the  jug,  while  the  fnow  was  melt¬ 
ing  by  the  fire,  for  1  obferved  a 
fleam  fometirnes  rifing  from  it  A 
greater  or  leffer  degree  of  cold,  or 
of  wind,  while  the  fnow  falls, 
and  its  lying  a  longer  or  fhorter 
while  upon  the  ground,  will  oc- 
cafion  a  difference  in  the  weight 
and  in  the  quantity  of  water  pro¬ 
duced  from  a  certain  number  of 
cubic  feet,  or  inches  of  fnow  ; 
but,  if  I  may  trait  to  the  above 
trials,  (which  1  endeavoured  to 
perform  with  care)  fnow,  newly- 
fallen,  with  a  moderate  gale  of 
wind,  freezing  cold,  which  was 
the  cafe  of  the  fnow  I  made  the 
trials  upon,  the  27th  of  March 
laft,  will  produce  a  quantity  of 
water  equal  to  tTq  part  of  its 
bulk  ;  or  the  earth,  when  covered 
with  fnow,  .ten  inches  deep,  will 
G  2  be 
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be  moiftened  by  it  when  melted, 
rivers  and  fprings  recruited,  as 
much  as  if  a  quantity  of  rain  had 
fallen  that  covered  the  furface  of 
the  earth  to  the  depth  of  one 
inch. 

I  am,  my  lord,  &c 4 

Alex.  Brice. 


Some  curious  particulars  relative  to 
the  growth  of  rhubarb  ;  how  an 
animal  called  the  marmot  contri¬ 
butes  to  its  propagation ,  and  how 
the  natives  dry  the  root .  CT aken 
from  Mr.  Bell’s  travels . 

TH  E  bell:  rhubarb  grows  in 
that  part  of  the  Baftern 
Tartary  called  Mongallia,  a  vail 
country  inhabited  by  the  Mongall 
Tartars,  and  which  now  ferves  as 
%  boundary  between  the  two  migh¬ 
ty  empires  of  Ruffia  and  China. 
The  Mongalls,  though  once  a  great 
and  independent  people,  have,  not- 
withdanding  by  degrees,  been  in¬ 
duced  to  put  themfelves  under  the 
protection  of  one  or  other  of  thefe 
their  powerful  neighbours.  This 
meafure  fee  ms  rather  to  have  pro¬ 
ceeded  from  the  love  of  eafe,  a  de- 
iire  of  fecuri ty,  and  a  want  of  una¬ 
nimity  5  than  to  have  been  the  ef¬ 
fect  of  fear,  or  the  confequence  of 
an  abfolute  eonqued.  The  Mon- 
gallians  {till  retain  their  own  laws, 
cuitoms,  and  princes ;  and  though 
they  fubmit  to  certain  regulations, 
k  does  not  appear  that  they  pay 
hny  tribute.  This  fubmiffion  has, 
however,  divided  their  country  and 
nation  into  what  may  be  called 
Ruffian  and  Chinefe  ;  the  two 
great,  jealous  neighbours,  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  continual  difputes  which 
would  have  happened  about  li¬ 
mits,  or  the  defection  of  their 


people,  have  left  a  vaft  chain  of 
country,  of  about  300  miles  in 
breadth,  and  of  a  prodigious 
length,  wade  and  uninhabited,  as 
a  common  barrier  between  them. 
This  country,  which  is  one  of  the 
fined  in  Alia,  produces  the  belt 
rhubarb  in  the  world,  and  runs 
the  whole  length  of  Mongallia, 
dividing  it  into  two  parts.  We 
fhall  now  give  our  curious  travel¬ 
ler’s  own  words. 

The  country  retained  much  the 
fame  appearance,  and  the  weather 
was  very  fine  :  but  not  a  fingle  in¬ 
habitant  was  yet  to  be  feen.  In 
the  evening  I  walked  from  our 
tents,  with  fome  of  our  company, 
to  the  top  of  a  neighbouring  hill, 
where  I  found  many  plants  of  ex¬ 
cellent  rhubarb  ;  and,  by  the  help 
of  a  dick,  dug  up  as  much  of  it  a « 
I  wanted. 

On  thefe  hills  are  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  animals  called  marmots,  of 
a  browniih  colour,  having  feet  like 
a  badger,  and  nearly  of  the  fame 
fize.  They  make  deep  burrows  011 
the  declivities  of  the  hills ;  and,  it 
is  faid,  that,  in  winter,  they  con¬ 
tinue  in  thefe  holes,  for  a  certain 
time,  even  without  food.  At  this 
feafon,  however,  they  fit  or  lie  near 
their  burrows,  keeping  a  ftridt 
watch  ;  and,  at  the  approach  of 
danger,  rear  themfelves  upon  their 
hind  feet,  giving  a  loud  whittle, 
like  a  man,  to  call  in  the  drag- 
glers  ;  and  then  drop  into  their 
holes  in  a  moment. 

I  ffiould  not  have  mentioned 
an  animal  fo  well  known  as  the 
marmot,  had  it  not  been  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  rhubarb.  Where- 
ever  you  fee  ten  or  twenty  plants 
growing,  you  are  fure  of  finding 
ieveral  burrows  under  the  {hades 
of  their  broad  fpreading  leaves. 

Perhaps 
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Ferhap3  they  may  fometimes  eat 
the  leaves  and  roots  of  this  plant : 
however,  it  is  probable,  the  ma¬ 
nure  they  leave  about  the  roots, 
contributes  not  a  little  to  its  in¬ 
crease  ;  and  their  calling  up  the 
earth  makes  it  (hoot  out  young 
buds,  and  multiply  This  plant 
does  not  run,  and  Spread  itfelf, 
like  docks,  and  others  of  the  fame 
lpecies  ;  but  grows  in  tufts  at 
uncertain  diftances,  as  if  the  feeds 
had  been  dropped  with  deiign. 
It  appears  that  the  Mongalls  ne¬ 
ver  accounted  it  worth  cultivat¬ 
ing  ;  but  that  the  world  is  ob¬ 
liged  to  the  marmots  for  the 
quantities  fcattered,  at  random, 
in  many  parts  of  this  country  : 
for  whatever  part  of  the  ripe  feed 
happens  to  be  blown  among  the 
thick  grafs,  can  very  feldom  reach 
the  ground,  but  mull  there  wither 
and  die  ;  whereas,  fhould  it  fall 
among  the  loofe  earth,  thrown  up 
by  the  marmots,  it  immediately 
fakes  root,  and  produces  a  new 
plant. 

After  digging  and  gathering  the 
rhubarb,  the  Mongalls  cut  the 
large  roots  into  fmall  pieces,  in 
prder  to  make  them  dry  more  rea¬ 
dily.  In  the  middle  of  every  piece 
they  fcoop  a  hole,  through  which 
a  cord  is  drawn,  in  order  to  fuf- 
pend  them  in  any  convenient 
place.  They  hang  them  for  the  molt 
part  about  their  tents,  and  fome- 
times  on  the  horns  of  their  fheep. 
This  is  a  moft  pernicious  cuitom, 
as  it  deftroys  lorne  of  the  beft  part 
of  the  root  5  for  all  about  the  hole 
is  rotten  and  ufelefs  ;  whereas, 
were  people  rightly  informed  how 
to  dig  and  dry  this  plant,  there 
Would  not  be  one  pound  of  re- 
fufe  in  an  hundred  ;  which  would 
fave  a  great  deal  of  trouble  and 
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expence,  that  much  diminifh  the 
profits  on  this  commodity.  At 
prefent,  the  dealers  in  this  article 
think  thefe  improvements  not  wor¬ 
thy  of  their  attention,  as  their 
gains  are  more  confiderable  oa 
this  than  on  any  other  branch  of 
trade.  Perhaps  the  government 
may  hereafter  think  it  proper  to 
make  fome  regulations  with  regard 
to  this  matter. 

1  have  been  more  particular  in 
defcribing  the  growth  and  ma¬ 
nagement  of  the  rhubarb  5  becaufe 
I  never  met  with  an  author,  or  per- 
for?,  who  could  give  a  fatisfa&ory 
account  where,  or  how,  it  grows. 
I  am  perfuaded,  that  in  fuch  a 
dry  climate  as  this,  it  might  eafily 
be  fo  cultivated  as  to  produce  any 
quantity  that  could  be  wanted. 


Some  account  of  the  horns ,  called 
mammon s  ho 1  ns  ;  and  the  f  range 
opinions  the  1 Tartars  hold  of  the 
kind  of  animal  to  which  they 
imagined  they  belonged .  From  the 
fame. 

IN  the  banks  of  the  Oby,  about 
this  place,  are  found  great 
quantities  of  that  kind  of  ivory 
called,  in  this  country,  mammon’s 
horn.  Some  of  it  alfo  is  found 
on  the  banks  of  the  Volga, 
Mammon’s  horn,  refembles,  in 
ihape  and  fize,  the  teeth  of  a 
large  elephant.  The  vulgar  real ly 
imagine  mammon  to  be  a  crea¬ 
ture  Jiving  in  marfhes  and  under 
ground  ;  and  entertain  many 
Itrange  notions  concerning  it.  The 
Tartars  tell  many  fables  of  its 
having  been  feen  alive.  But  to 
me  it  appears  that  this  horn  is 
the  tooth  of  a  large  elephant, 
Q  3  When, 
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When,  indeed,  or  how,  thefe  teeth 
came  fo  far  to  the  northward, 
where  no  elephants  can,  at  pre¬ 
fen  t  fubfift  during  the  winter-fea- 
fon,  is  what  I  am  unable  to  deter¬ 
mine.  They  are  commonly  found 
in  the  banks  of  rivers  which  have 
been  walked  by  floods.  The  com¬ 
mandant  of  this  place  had  his  en¬ 
try  ornamented  with  feveral  very 
large  ones,  and  made  me  a  prefent 
of  one  of  them. 

I  have  been  told  by  Tartars  in 
the  Baraba,  that  they  have  feen 
this  creature  called  mammon,  at 
the  dawn  of  day,  near  lakes  and 
rivers;  but,  that  on  difcovering 
them,  the  mammon  immediately 
tumbles  into  the  water,  and  never 
appears  in  the  day  time  ;  they  fay 
it  is  about  the  flze  of  a  large  ele¬ 
phant,  with  a  monftrous  large 
head  and  horns,  with  which  he 
makes  his  way  in  marihy  places, 
and  under  ground,  where  he  con¬ 
ceals  himfelf  till  night.  I  only 
mention  thefe  things  as  the  re¬ 
ports  of  a  fuperftitious  and  igno¬ 
rant  people. 

I  have  obferved,  in  moll  of  the 
towns  we  pafled,  between  Tobol- 
fky  and  Yeneflelky,  many  of  thefe 
mammons’ horns,  fo  called  by  the 
natives  ;  fome  of  them  very  entire 
and  frelh,  like  the  bed  ivory,  in 
every  circumflance,  excepting  only 
the  colour,  which  was  of  a  yel- 
Jowilh  hue;  others  of  them  moul¬ 
dered  away  at  the  ends,  and,  when 
fawn  afunder,  prettily  clouded. 
The  people  make  fnufF-  boxes, 
combs,  and  divers  forts  of  turnery 
ware  of  them. 

They  are  found  in  the  banks  of 
all  the  great  rivers  in  Siberia, 
weftward  of  lencoufky,  when  the 
Hoods  have  wafhed  down  the 
banks,  by  the  melting  of  the  fnovv, 


in  the  fpring.  I  have  feen  of  them 
weighing  above  one  hundred 
pounds  Englifh.  (1  brought  a 
large  tooth,  or  mammon’s  horn, 
with  me  to  England,  and  prefented 
it  to  my  worthy  friend  Sir  Elans 
Sloane,  who  gave  it  a  place  in  his 
celebrated  Mufeum  ;  and  was  of 
opinion,  alfo,  that  it  was  the  tooth 
of  an  elephant.  This  tooth  was 
found  in  the  river  Oby,  at  a  place 
called  Surgute.) 


Extract  from  the  Theatro  Critico 
Univerfal.  Para  Defenganno  De 
Errores  Communes,  the  ‘volumi¬ 
nous  ‘work  of  the  famous  Spanijh 
Benedittine  Monk ,  Father  Eey- 
joo. 

FATHER  FeyjoO  begins  with 
faying,  that  the  fadt  treated 
of  in  this  chapter  is  fo  extraordi¬ 
nary,  and  fo  contrary  to  the  regu- 
larcourle  of  things,  that  he  would 
not  have  given  it  a  place  in  this 
work,  if  he  had  not  found  that  the 
truth  of  it  was  attefted  by  almoft 
all  the  inhabitants  of  a  whole  pro¬ 
vince,  many  of  whom  who  were 
eye-witnefles,  and  perfons  of  great 
credit,  are  ftill  living. 

The  following  are  the  principal 
circumftances  of  the  fadt.  Fran- 
cifco,  the  fon  of  Francifco  de  la 
Vega,  and  of  Maria  del  Cafar, 
his  wife,  was  born  at  a  village 
called  Lierganes,  two  leagues  to 
the  fouth  weft  of  the  city  of  San- 
tandergin,  in  the  archbifnopric  of 
Burgos.  At  the  age  of  fifteen  he 
was  lent  to  learn  the  trade  of  a 
carpenter  at  Bilboa,  in  which  fta- 
tion  he  remained  two  years,  till  on 
the  eve  of  St,  John’s  day,  in  1674, 
having,  in  company  with  others, 
gone  to  bathe  fomfelf  in  the  river, 

his 
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his  companions  loft  fight  of  him, 
and,  after  waiting  for  him  a  long 
while,  they  fuppofed  him  to  be 
drowned,  and  informed  his  mafter 
of  it,  who  acquainted  the  young 
man’s  mother,  who  mourned  for 
him  as  dead.  In  the  year  1679, 
forne  fi (her men  in  the  bay  of  Ca¬ 
diz  faw  fomething  fwimming  on 
the  water,  and  diving  at  pleafure, 
that  refembled  a  man.  They  en¬ 
deavoured  to  catch  it,  but  could 
not  the  firft  day.  The  next  day 
they  faw  it  again,  and,  by  means 
of  fome  pieces  of  bread  which  they 
threw  into  the  fea,  and  which  it 
laid  hold  of  and  eat,  they  enclofed 
it  in  their  nets,  and  drew  it  to  the 
fhore.  Upon  examination,  the 
filherman  found  their  prize  was  a 
perfect  man,  as  to  appearance,  and 
they^carried  him  to  the  convent  of 
Francifcans  in  Cadiz,  where  the 
good  fathers,  fuppofed  him  to  be 
poflefied  by  fome  evil  fpirit,  as  he 
would  return  no  anfwer  to  any  of 
their  queftions,  exorcifed  him,  but 
they  could  not  get  him  to  pro¬ 
nounce  any  one  word,  except  Li- 
erganes,  the  meaning  of  which 
word  they  could  not  guefs,  till 
hearing  from  a  native  of  Afturia 
that  in  his  country  there  was  a  vil¬ 
lage  of  that  name,  and  that  Don 
Domingo  de  laCantolla,  fecretary 
of  the  inquifition  at  Madrid,  was 
born  there,  Don  Domingo  was 
writ  to,  informing  him  of  this  af¬ 
fair,  and  defiring  him  to  write  to 
Lierganes,  to  know  whether  a 
young  man,  whom  they  defcribed 
as  to  his  age  and  marks,  had  been 
milking  from  that  place  ;  and  he 
had  an  anfwer,  that  a  fon  of  Fran- 
cifco  de  la  Vega  had  difappeared 
in  the  river  of  Bilboa  five  years 
before,  but  that  his  mother  looked 
upon  him  as  drowned.  Don  Do- 
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mingo  gave  this  information  to 
the  convent  of  Cadiz,  and  one  of 
the  fathers,  whofe  name  was  John 
Rofcende,  and  who  a  little  before 
came  from  Jerufalem,  had  a  great 
defire  to  enquire  into  this  extraor¬ 
dinary  affair.  Accordingly  he  fet 
out  from  Cadiz  in  the  fame  year 
1679,  with  the  man  who  had  been 
caught  in  the  net,  with  intention 
of  going  to  Lierganes.  When  the 
father  got  within  a  quarter  of  a 
league  of  the  village,  he  defired 
his  companion  to  go  before  to  fhew 
him  the  way  ;  which  he  did  very 
exaftly,  going  direCUy  to  his  mo¬ 
ther’s  houfe.  The  moment  fhe 
faw  him  fhe  knew  him,  and  em¬ 
braced  him — crying  out.  This  is 
my  fon  Francifco  whom  I  loft  at 
Bilboa!  Two  of  his  brothers  alfo 
(Thomas,  a  prieft,  and  }ohn,  who 
ftill  was  alive  when  Feyjoo  wrote) 
embraced  him  ;  but  he  expreffed 
no  emotion,  nor  did  he  utter  a 
word.  Father  Rofcende  left  him 
with  his  mother,  and  he  remained 
with  her  nine  years  in  this  ftate 
of  idiotifm,  (having  been  rather 
remarkable  for  his  capacity  before 
he  difappeared  at  Bilboa)  and  the 
only  words  he  ever  fpoke  were, 
tabaco,  pan,  vino  (tobacco,  bread, 
wine).  Sometimes  he  eat  moft  vo¬ 
raciously,  on  other  days  he  touch¬ 
ed  no  food.  He  ufed  frequently 
to  be  employed  in  carrying  letters 
round  the  neighbourhood,  which 
he  did  very  punctually.  Once  it 
happened,  that  Don  Pedro  del 
Guero  fent  him  to  Saint  Andero 
with  a  letter  for  Don  John  de  Oli¬ 
varez;  and  becaufe  the  ferry-boat 
was  not  ready,  he  threw  himfelf 
into  the  river,  and  fwam  crofs  it 
about  a  league  broad,  many  feeing 
him  land  at  Saint  Andero.  He 
delivered  his  letter  as  directed  ; 
G  4  but 
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but  Don  John,  who  alked  him  how 
the  letter  came  to  be  wet,  could  get 
nothing  from  him.  He  carried  the 
anfwer  to  Lierganes,  with  his  ufual 
punctuality. — -He  lived  in  thisman- 
ner  about  nine  years,  and  then  dis¬ 
appeared,  nobody  having  ever 
found  out  what  became  of  him. 

Father  Feyjoo  gives  us  two  let¬ 
ters  to  the  above  elfedt  ;  one  from 
the  marquis  of  Valbuina,  of  St. 
Andero,  to  Don  Jofeph  de  la 
Torre,  minifter  of  the  royal  coun¬ 
cil  of  Oviedo,  and  another  from 
Don  Gafper  Meichor  de  la  Riba 
Auguera,  to  Don  Diego  de  la 
Gandara  Valade.  Don  Gafper 
fays,  that  he  had  feen  Francifco  de 
la  Vega  frequently.  Feyjoo  fays, 
that  he  had  a  third  account,  agree¬ 
ing  with  the  other  two,  from  Don 
Pedro  Dionyfio  de  Rubel  Cava,  a 
gentleman  of  confequence  of  So- 
Jares,  a  place  clofe  to  Lierganes. 
And  in  the  fuppiement  to  this  dif- 
courfe,  which  we  find  in  his  ninth 
volume,  from  p.  280  to  p.  283, 
he  inferts  a  letter  which  he  had  re- 
ceived  (after  he  had  publifhed  the 
above  account)  from  the  arch¬ 
bishop  of  Sarragofla,  Don  Thomas 
de  Aguero,  who  allures  him,  that 
when  he  was  a  young  man,  he 
had  frequently  feen  this  man-filh 
(hombre  pez,  is  the  archbifhop’s  ex- 
preffion)  at  his  uncle  Don  Garcia 
de  Aguero’s  koufe  near  Lierganes. 
Put  befides  this,  Feyjoo  alfo  gives 
us,  in  the  fuppiement,  a  letter  from 
Don  jofeph  Dias  Guitran,  an  in¬ 
habitant  of  Cadiz,  dated  Dec.  22, 
1738,  in  which  he  favs,  that  Don 
Eitavan  Fanales,  intendant  of  the 
marine,  had  told  him,  he  had  feen 
the  man-filh  frequently,  and  that 
a  Francifcan  friar  was  Hill  alive, 
who  allured  him  that  he  had  been 
frequently  in  his  cell, 


Of fpirits  prepared  by  the  force  of  fire, 
with  fome  obj  rotations  for  guard - 
ing  againfi  and  remedy, ng  the  nox~. 
ious  vapours  of  charcoal ,  See, 
From  Bocrhaave' s  academical  lec¬ 
tures  on  the  Difeafes  of  the  Nerves » 
lately  publijhed ,  in  Latin,  by  his 
pupil  Van  Eems ,  ph  fician  of  Ley¬ 
den* 

H  E  bodies,  which  in  the 
jL  open  air  are  fo  agitated  by 
fire,  as  to  pais  into  crackling 
flames,  fmcke,  foot,  and  afnes,  emit 
corpulcles  from  the  folid  mafs, 
which  may  properly  be  denominat¬ 
ed  fpirits.  Three  things  here  oc¬ 
cur;  fmoke,  fometimes  coloured 
in  a  wonderful  manner,  as  may  be 
feen  in  fulphureous  bodies  ;  foot, 
and  the  remaining  flame.  Hence 
arifes  a  flench,  feparable  from  the 
fmoke,  confining  of  the  volatile 
fait  of  the  plant  wafted  into  the 
air,  and  fpirits  palling  forth  by 
the  adtion  of  the  fire  ;  and  the 
fmoke  is  collected  into  a  black 
and  flocculent  matter,  which  is 
called  foot.  Thofe  fumes,  whilft 
fo  agitated,  produce  wonderful 
efFedts  in  our  bodies  ;  for  they 
caufe  eroflons  in  the  eyes,  make 
the  lungs  hoarfe,  and  the  voice 
harfh  ;  and  hypochondriac  and 
hyfleric  perfons,  or  thofe  labour¬ 
ing  under  convulfive  afthmas,  are 
almoft  flrangled  by  the  fmall 
quantity  of  fmoke  that  may  be 
in  a  room.  The  fmeil  only  of 
a  vegetable  thing  excites  convul- 
fion  in  epileptic  people  ;  and  abor¬ 
tions,  palpitations  of  the  heart, 
and  almofl  all  other  affedtions 
have  had  their  origin  from  the 
fumes  of  a  candle  or  lamp  ex- 
tinguifhed  in  a  clofe  place.  W hen 
certain  bodies  arc  thrown  upon 
the.  fire  that  fmoke  may  pro¬ 
ceed 
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eeed  from  them  it  may  then  be- 

* 

tome  poifionous  :  this  is  evident 
from  throwing  fome  twigs  or  leaves 
of  the  toxicodendron  on  the  burn¬ 
ing  fire;  for  all  the  perfons  that 
may  be  about  the  fire  at  the  fame 
time,  will  grow  pale  as  if  they 
weie  dead,  and  if  the  place  be 
clofe,  they  may  fall  into  almoft  all 
forts  of  difeaies  ;  yet  thefe  leaves, 
while  they  remain  on  the  tree, 
though  expoftd  to  the  fun,  are 
quite  harrolefs.  Mercurialis  re¬ 
lates,  that  in  his  time  a  military 
officer  had  occafioned  the  death  of 
all  prefen t,  by  throwing  a  certain 
body  on  the  fire,  which  body  car¬ 
ried  about  one  did  no  harm,  but 
only  became  adtive  by  fire.  Hence 
we  learn,  and  this  is  fufficient  for 
ns,  that,  by  the  ft.rong  force  of  fire 
in  the  open  air,  particles  may  be 
extricated,  which  have  a  power  fo 
to  afiefl  the  nerves,  as  to  produce 
all  kinds  of  difeafes,  and  death  it- 
felf.  In  other  refpedts  we  fee  that 
the  moll  falubrious  vapours  pro¬ 
ceed  from  other  plants,  as  from 
guaiacum-wood,  and  that  of  the 
juniper-tree.  The  dough  of  bread 
yields  no  fenfible  fmeli,  but,  baked 
in  an  oven,  if  a  quantity  of  it  is  cut 
freffi  in  a  clofe  place,  it  may  caufe 
death.  Coffee-berries,  whilll  roaft- 
ing  in  a  place  not  blown  through  by 
the  air,  brought  upon  a  man,  who 
had  too  greedily  fnuffed  up  their 
fmeli,  acardiaigia  and  vomiting. 

But  there  are  likewife  fpirits 
from  the  fuffocation  of  fire.  A  live 
flame,  urging  a  vegetable  with  the 
greateil  force,  and  then  fuffocated 
and  extinguifhed,  fo  changes  this 
body  as  to  acquire  a  quality  which 
may  bring  our  body  to  death  itfelf. 
If  a  piece  of  any  kind  of  wood,  or 
of  the  common  turf,  called  alfo 
peat,  is  put  into  a  chemical  veil'd. 
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and  the  fire  under  it  is  gradually 
brought  to  its  moft  intenle  degree, 
water,  fpirit,  and  oil,  are  fuccef- 
fively  produced  :  if  all  thefe  have 
pafied  out,  and  the  refiduum  is 
frill  urged  by  a  vehement  fire,  it 
will  eternally  breathe  forth  fome- 
thing,  never  fhewing  a  deficiency* 
Hence  it  is  called,  by  Van  Hel- 
mont,  the  eternal  coal,  becaufe 
that  fimple  oil,  which  adheres  to 
the  earth,  is  never  feparated  in  a 
clofe  vefTel  ;  if  pounded  fine,  it  is 
an  infipid  inert  dull;  if  you  ex- 
pofe  this  coal  to  the  open  air,  it 
will  light  by  the  application  of  fife  ; 
the  furface  only,  contiguous  to  the 
air,  becomes  white  ;  if  the  coal  is 
broken,  it  gliftens  every  where 
within  ;  if  you  go  on  burning  it, 
it  at  length  begins  to  be  buried 
under  aihes.  It  is  impoffible  to 
confume  this  coal  otherwife  than 
in  the  external  furface,  contiguous 
to  the  air,  which  being  confumed, 
the  fubfequent  furface  is  alfo  con- 
fumed,  and.  after  fuch  a  confump- 
tion  of  furfaces  from  fixty  pounds 
of  wood,  one  only  of  afihes  re¬ 
mains  ;  nor  can  all  thofe  pounds, 
that  are  confumed,  be  gathered  by 
any  art ;  for  the  coal,  in  clofe  vef- 
fels,  cannot  poffibly  be  confumed 
by  any  degree  of  fire. 

If  one  fiiould  write  on  paper, 
which  is  impregnated  with  a  i'olu- 
tion  of  orpiment,  and  dry  this  pa¬ 
per,  no  colour  appears  ;  but,  if 
the  paper  is  held  over  lighted  coals, 
the  letters  will  immediately  be¬ 
come  black,  and  hence  that  which 
flies  up  is  thus  manifefted.  If  you 
place  a  burning  coal  between  the 
fun  and  your  eye,  corpufcuies  will 
be  feen  carried  upwards  by  a  tre¬ 
mulous  motion  ;  but  it  is  doubted 
whether  thefe  are  produced  from 
the  coal  or  fun.  Van  Kelu.ont 
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called  this  way  of  changing  this 
body  a  permutation  into  gas,  and 
thinks  that  thefe  corpufcles  dwin¬ 
dle  in  this  manner  into  the  ex¬ 
treme!!:  tenuity,  and  are  transform¬ 
ed  into,  a  kind  of  water,  which  can 
rife  to  the  extremity  of  the  atmo- 
fphere.  If  fuch  a  coal  be  taken, 
and  fire  applied  to  it  in  a  fpacious 
place  that  is  ftiut  up,  all  the  ani¬ 
mals  in  that  place  will  die ;  not 
from  heat,  for  the  contrary  is  e- 
vinced  by  experience ;  and  from 
the  burning  of  wood  in  a  chamber 
that  is  blown  through  by  the  wind, 
difeafe  or  death  never  happens. 
Who  would  believe  it,  that  the 
mere  force  of  fire  can  fo  change  a 
very  harmlefs  body,  if  it  ad:  upon 
it  in  the  open  air,  when  the  mo  ft 
inten fe  degree  of  fire  can  feparate 
nothing  of  the  like,  from  the  fame 
bodv,  in  a  clofe  vefiel  ?  It  is  there- 
fore  very  improper  to  deride  Van 
Helmont  upon  account  of  the 
word  gas,  for  he  explains  it  fuf- 
ficiently,  and  he  thought  a  new 
and  fingular  name  ftiould  be  given 
to  this  change,  the  like  of  which 
we  have  no  knowledge  of. 

Whilft  Van  Helmont,  then  an 
old  man,  was  writing  in  a  cold 
winter’s  day,  he  fa w  his  ink  freeze, 
and  he  ordered  a  chafing  difh  to  be 
brought  him,  with  coals  that  did 
not  fmoke.  He  felt  no  harm  from 
it  ;  but,  his  daughter  coming  in 
fhortly  after,  and  faying  that  ftie 
perceived  a  ftrong  flench  from  the 
coals,  the  father,  making  a  mo¬ 
tion  for  quitting  the  place,  falls 
back,  hurts  the  hinder  part  of  his 
head,  and  is  carried  away  for  dead. 
It  may  appear  from  this  lingular 
example,  that  in  a  fpacious  place, 
the  doors  open,  the  weather  cold, 
without  the  leaft  obfervation  of 
contracting  any  illnefs,  all  the 
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actions  of  a  man  were  in  a  mo¬ 
ment  abolifhed  by  nothing  more 
than  thefe  fumes.  Boerhaave  re¬ 
lates  of  himfelf,  that  being  in 
parlour,  drinking  tea  with  fome: 
ladies,  where  there  was  a  chafing- 
difti  of  kindled  charcoal  for  keep¬ 
ing  the  kettle  boiling,  and  no 
chimney  in  the  place,  he  favv  all 
the  ladies  grow  pale,  and  v/as  fo 
affedled  himfelf  by  the  fumes  of 
the  charcoal,  that,  had  not  the 
doors  been  open,  he  felt  himfelf 
tottering,  and  ready  to  tumble 
down.  He  likewife  relates  the 
fame  effebls  on  fome  young  ladies 
who  lived  in  Leyden,  and  were 
fitting  in  a  parlour,  the  windows 
of  which  gave  into  the  llreet:  the 
aunt  of  the  miftrefs  of  the  houfe, 
looking  in  at  the  window,  an¬ 
nounced  her  coming  by  tapping 
on  the  glafs  with  her  fingers  ;  ftie 
faw  through  the  window  all  the 
ladies  feated  and  looking  at  her, 
but  not  one  of  them  making  the 
leaft  motion  ;  fhe  repeated  her 
taps,  and  fo  as  to  be  louder,  but 
none  of  them  made  her  an  anfwer  3 
thinking  they  were  palling  fome 
joke  on  her,  fhe  knocks  in  a  paf- 
fion  at  the  door,  calling  out, 
that  the  weather  was  too  cold  to 
be  kept  fo  long  in  the  ftreets  : 
entering  the  parlour,  (he  perceived 
the  fumes  of  charcoal,  and  faw  all 
the  ladies  pale  and  fenfelefs;  im¬ 
mediately  ftie  ordered  the  windows 
to  be  opened,  and  all  their  faces  to 
be  fprinkled  with  water  ;  by  this 
means  all  of  them  foon  recovered, 
but  one  of  them  vomited,  another, 
had  a  head  ach,  yet  none  of  them 
fuffered  any  thing  more. 

AnEnglifh  nobleman,  travelling 
by  boat  in  the  night  from  Utrecht 
to  Leyden,  took  with  him  into 
his  cabbin  a  ftove,  and  ordered  the 
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door  to  be  kept  fhut :  when  he 
came  to  his  place  of  deftination, 
the  waterman,  opening  the  door, 
found  him  dead,  with  no  other 
apparent  fign  than  a  little  froth 
about  his  mouth.  Four  peafants, 
having;  made  a  fire  in  the  hold  of  a 
fliip,  were  all  found  dead  there. 
An  entire  family  in  the  fuburbs, 
called  de  Hooge  Morfch,  were 
found  dead  from  this  caufe,  by 
laying  in  the  winter-time  a  pan  of 
live  coals  in  the  midft  of  a  room 
where  there  was  no  chimney,  and 
the  doors  (hut. 

Boerhaave  fays,  that  he  expe¬ 
rienced  in  himfelf,  at  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  ill  efiedls  from  inch 
vapours  an  inclination  to  fleep, 
a  tenfive  pain  in  the  head,  a  nau- 
fea,  a  vomiting  of  thick  froth, 
and  his  head  remaining  as  it  were 
for  many  days  full;  but  if  the  va¬ 
pour  be  denfe,  nothing  of  thefe 
particulars  is  perceptible,  but  the 
afFedted  die  fenfelefs.  This  va¬ 
pour,  however,  is  not  attended 
with  any  inconveniency,  if  a  quan¬ 
tity  of  fea-falt  is  fprinkled  on  the 
fire,  or  if  gun-powder  is  fet  fire  to 
in  the  clofe  room.  But  when  the 
ill  effe&s  have  taken  place,  the 
belt  remedy  is  to  fptinkle  cold 
water  on  the  bodies,  and  to  throw 
it  upon  the  face  and  bare  bofom. 
If  cold  water  be  thrown  upon  ani¬ 
mals  that  have  died  in  poifonous 
caverns,  they  are  immediately 
brought  to  life  ;  and  hence,  if 
men,  who  have  died  by  the  va¬ 
pour  of  coals,  were  as  foon  as 
pofiible  treated  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner,  they  might  alfo  perhaps  be 
brought  to  life.  In  fuch  cafe, 
however,  this  remedy  is  never  to 
be  negledled  ;  for  here  there  is  no 
corruption,  but  a  mere  reft  of  all 
the  moving  parts,  and  in  other 
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refpedls  nothing  is  changed  ;  if 
therefore  they  are  dipped  into  cold 
water,  the  elafticity  of  the  vefTels 
being  increafed  by  the  cold,  the 
blood  moves  towards  the  inner 
parts  through  the  veins ;  and  the 
motion  of  the  blood  through  the 
veins  refufcitates  its  a&ion  to  the 
heart,  that  is,  refufcitates  life  it- 
felf. 

The  efFe&s  are  not  lefs  noxious 
that  proceed  from  places  newly 
white  wafhed  with  lime,  which 
difrufes  a  fubaftringent  and  fetid 
vapour,  efpecially  upon  the  intro¬ 
duction  of  fire.  For  this  reafont 
all  newly  built  houfes,  if  too  foon 
inhabited,  may  bring  on  fatal 
diforders,  or  the  word  of  palfies, 
which  can  neither  be  cured  by  fo¬ 
mentations  nor  baths.  Thefe  ail¬ 
ments  might  like  wife  be  occafioned 
by  burning  the  parts  of  animals. 
If  a  place  infe&ed  with  the  naftieffc 
infe&s,  as  bugs  or  fleas,  is  fhut  up 
clofe  in  all  parts,  and  the  bones 
of  animals,  or  hartfhorn,  are  laid 
on  the  open  fire,  and  the  fmoke  is 
hindered  to  pafs  out,  all  thefe  ani¬ 
mals  are  killed  ;  and  greater  ani¬ 
mals  may  alfo  be  killed  by  the  like 
fmoke.  The  wings  of  partridges, 
which  abound  with  a  volatile  fait, 
being  burnt,  have  often  excited 
hyilerical  paffions,  and  epileptic 
fits,  where  they  were  not,  and 
diffipated  them  when  they  were 
prefent.  A  dog,  killed  in  a  heat 
of  146  degrees  of  Fahrenheit’s 
thermometer,  emitted  fuch  a  hor¬ 
rid  and  noifome  flench,  that  thofe 
who  came  too  near  it  in  a  mo¬ 
ment  fwooned  away.  In  like  man¬ 
ner,  by  the  force  of  fire,  dreadful 
fymptoms  are  excited  from  foflils. 
Aretasus  obferves  in  his  chapter  on 
epilepfies,  that  the  flrong  fmell  of 
the  gagates  hone  had  immediately 
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brought  on  epileptic  fits.  Fire, 
afting  on  cobalt,  which  Teems  to 
be  intirely  inert,  raifes  a  thick 
white  vapour  that  kills  every  ani¬ 
mal,  and  this  vapour  fixing  upon 
the  ceiling  of  a  room,  concretes 
into  a  white  flocculent  matter, 
called  arfenic,  which  is  a  moil 
potent  poifon.  If  this  cobalt, 
mixed  with  other  fofiils,  and  wrap*- 
ped  up  in  a  paper,  be  kept  in  a 
wooden  box,  it  will  eat  through 
both  the  wood  and  the  box  ;  and 
if  this  happens  in  fo  fmall  a  degree 
of  heat,  what  mull:  it  be,  when 
this  body  is  agitated  by  fire  ? 
How  fixed  is  nitre,  whatever  way 
tried  !  If  it  melts  in  the  fire,  it 
remains  fixed  and  mild  ;  if  bolar 
or  uncalcinable  earths  are  mixed 
with  it,  and  both  expofed  to  the 
fire,  it  will  yield  a  fpirit,  volatile 
like  alcohol,  which  corrodes  and 
diffolves  all  things,  except  gold 
and  giafs ;  and  it  is  very  hurtful 
to  the  lungs.  The  Tame  way  a 
fpirit  aicends  from  Tea  fait,  which 
corrodes  all  things.  If  fulphur  be 
fublimed  ten  times,  it  remains 
mild,  as  before  ;  but,  if  fet  on  fire, 
it  kills  animals,  and  corrodes  and 
conftringes  all  things. 


On  the  effedl  of  the  imagination  on  a 
different  bodj.  From  the  jame . 

WHAT  mull  we  think  of 
I'kat  a&ion  excited  in  the 
common  fenfory  by  the  help  of 
th&i  faculty  we  call  the  imagina¬ 
tion,  which  fo  difpofes  the  com¬ 
mon  fenfory  from  internal  caufes, 
as  itj  was  before  difpofed  from  ex¬ 
ternal  ?  For  my  part,  1  fay,  that 
the  force  of  the  common  fenfory  is 
exerted  by  a  true  corporeal  effect 
out  of  the  human  body,  as  ap¬ 


pears  from  women  that  give  fuck4 
or  the  pregnant,  who,  by  this  pro' 
perty  of  the  common  fenfory, 
change  the  foetus  in  their  womb. 
I  have  feen  myfelf  an  instance  of  a 
healthy  woman  fuckling  a  very 
healthy  child,  who  was  fo  diflurbed 
by  another  woman  fcolding  at  her, 
and  fo  irritated  as  to  be  ail  over 
in  a  tremor;  yet,  by  fuckling  her 
child  in  this  condition,  it  was  im¬ 
mediately  convuifed,  and  remained 
epileptic.  Who  now  will  fay  what 
could  be  in  her  milk,  and  how  it 
could  receive  the  power  of  pro¬ 
ducing  thofe  corporeal  changes  ? 
But  it  fhould  be  a  point  of  pru¬ 
dence  with  a  nurfe  never  to  fuckle 
a  child  when  (he  is  under  any  dis¬ 
turbance  of  mind.  We  can  in 
Tome  meafure  account,  why  a 
drunken  nurfe  inebriates  a  child  ; 
but  we  cannot  fo  eafily  understand, 
how  milk  can  be  fo  far  changed 
merely  by  the  paffions  of  thq 
mind. 

The  fame  may  hold  true  in 
pregnant  women.  There  perhaps 
a  rife  s  in  the  pregnant  mother  a 
certain  idea:  if  it  be  frequent  and 
cultomary,  it  does  not  alFe£i  her  ; 
if  unufual,  it  fometimes  afiedts 
her,  and  fometimes  not.  This 
idea  proceeds  fometimes  from 
feeing  or  hearing,  or  from  the 
imagination  alon£,  or  the  appetite 
alone.  The  fudden  fight  of  a 
thing  not  feen  before  impreffes 
on  an  infant  the  figure  of  that 
thing.  From  hearing  the  hjltory 
oh  Tome  dreadful  misfortune  or 
calamity,  the  frighted  mother  im¬ 
bibes  a  iimilar  efficacious  idea  ; 
and  thg  fame  happens  as  often  from 
the  imagination,  dreams,  and  that 
depraved  Hate  of  the  appetite  called 
longing. 

A  very  handfome  lady,  yet  one 
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of  drift  morals,  and  abftaining 
from  all  manner  of  excefs  in  the 
ufe  of  wine,  being  with  child, 
conceived  a  longing  for  drinking 
Rhenifh  wine.  She  long  druggies 
againft  this  pafiion,  her  huiband 
examines  her  about  it,  and  die  at 
lad  confefles  what  it  is  :  he  takes 
her  to  a  wine  cellar  in  Amderdam, 
where  die  drinks  fo  great  a  quan¬ 
tity  as  would  fuddle  two  dout  men, 
yet  no  harm  enfued  to  her  from 
her  copious  draught  ;  and,  when 
die  had  once  fatisfied  her  longing, 
die  remained  afterwards  free  from 
it.  Another  woman  had  an  ex- 
ceffive  longing  for  eating  a  morfel 
out  of  a  butcher’s  fhoulder,  and 
could  enjoy  no  red,  till  die  had 
found  means  once  to  bite  him. 

A  princefs  was  delivered  of  a 
black  daughter,  by  only  feeing 
for  the  fird  time  a  blackmoor. 
As  this  woman  had  never  been 
left  alone,  but  was  condantly  at¬ 
tended  with  the  greated  care,  all 
fufpicion  was  void  of  any  com¬ 
merce  with  a  black.  This  idea, 
once  given  birth  to,  does  not  red  ; 
it  occupies  the  whole  fen  Tory,  and 
every  moment  quickens  the  wo¬ 
man’s  fancy. 

But  fo  unufual  a  thing  mud 
drongly  affeft  the  very  moment  : 
for,  if  it  affefts  but  little,  it  will 
have  but  little  efficacy  :  but,  if  it 
be  fo  forcibly  impreded  on  the 
mind,  as  that  the  woman  diould 
fay  her  whole  infide  is  moved, 
then  a  future  vedige  of  the  evil  is 
boded  ;  or  if,  in  the  very  time  of 
fuch  an  idea  arifing,  a  horror  and 
tremor  are  felt  fhaking  the  whole 
body,  it  is  an  infallible  hgn  that 
a  vedige  is  left  ;  which  does  not 
happen,  if  there  be  no  horror. 

All  phyficians  obierve,  that  there 
is  always  a  horror,  when  any  com- 
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motion  is  made  in  the  body  that 
changes  its  actions  ;  then  ‘  a  cold 
tremor  trickles  through  tne  bones/ 
as  Virgil  fays.  He  that  is  ill  of  an 
ague  enjoys  fome  days  of  health; 
but  he  perceives  a  cold  fhivering, 
and  the  fever  foon  comes  upon 
him.  I  have  heard  from  the  ex¬ 
perienced,  whild  the  plague  was 
rife,  that,  as  foon  as  they  felt  a 
fenfation,  as  it  were  from  cold  wa¬ 
ter  being  poured  upon  them,  they 
were  immediately  takert  ill  of  the 
plague.  We  fhudder  in  the  like 
manner,  when  the  variolus  poi- 
fon  infers  us  ;  when  the  ditch  of 
the  pleurify  invades  us  ;  and  that 
ftniddering  penetrates  through  the 
whole  body:  men  feel  then  fome- 
thing  cold,  which  fufpends,  as  it 
were,  for  a  time  the  vital  motions; 
and  it  is  propagated  with  tremor, 
and  aimed  changes  the  whole 
body.  I  would  be  glad  to  have 
a  preceptor,  who  could  explain  to 
me,  how  and  whence  this  horror 
arifes.  / 

I  alfo  obferved  pregnant  women, 
to  have  had,  in  almod  all  thefe 
cafes,  a  fpontaneous  motion,  and 
to  have  applied  their  hand  to  a 
certain  part  of  the  body,  and  that 
the  feetus  then  retained  the  mark 
imprefled  in  the  fame  part  ;  if 
they  had  not  moved  their  hand 
to  it,  fcarce  any  thing  hetero¬ 
geneous  would  have  happened. 
Hence  women  with  child  ihould 
be  cautious  of  moving  their  hand 
to  a  part  that  is  not  covered  by 
their  cloaths,  led  the  deformity 
might  afterwards  be  confpicuous. 
But  there  is  a  fimilar  faculty  in 
every  man,  which  we  cannot  un- 
derdand  :  Suppofe  a  perfon’s  eyes 
inflamed,  and,  as  it  were,  fpark- 
ling  with  fire  ;  if  you  look  at  him, 
you  will  alfo  rub  your  eyes.  He 

that 


ANNUAL  REGISTER 


94 

that  fees  a  fordid  ulcer  in  another’s 
thigh  will  almoft  always  take  hold 
of  or  feel  his  own  thigh  ;  there¬ 
fore  we  are  true  clock-work*  ex¬ 
hibiting  a  confonancy  with  exter¬ 
nal  objects,  and  we  are  even  in¬ 
voluntarily  drawn  away  to  gefti- 
culations  ;  and  therefore,  alfo,  for 
fuch  ideas  in  women  there  is  a 
much  greater  application  of  the 
hand  to  that  part. 

If  the  woman  is  afterwards  de¬ 
livered  of  a  deformed  foetus,  the 
mark  of  the  imagination  is  always 
found  in  the  place  that  has  been 
touched  ;  and,  if  die  had  touched 
another  part,  the  mark  would 
have  probably  been  in  another 
place.  The  will  is  here  of  no 
effect,  for  there  have  been  women 
who  defired  to  bring  forth  mon¬ 
gers,  in  order  that  they  might 
promote  their  trade  of  begging, 
and  yet  had  handfome  children  ; 
but  the  contrary  often  takes  place 
in  others  againlt  their  will.  In 
this  city  (Leyden)  the  happy  mo¬ 
ther  of  feveral  well-formed  child¬ 
ren  was  alked  an  alms  by  a  beggar- 
man  ;  and,  to  move  companion, 
he  {hewed  her  that  he  had  two 
thumbs,  and  therefore  a  hand  un¬ 
fit  for  earning  his  bread  :  {he  gives 
him  an  alms,  fuffers  all  that  has 
been  above  obferved,  and  is  after¬ 
wards  delivered  of  a  child  with 
two  thumbs.  I  examined  the 
bones  of  thofe  thumbs,  and  they 
were  all  as  in  the  other  thumb  ; 
and  this  happened  to  a  woman 
whom,  before  and  after,  the  like 
never  befel. 

I  was  acquainted  with  a  noble 
lady,  in  this  city,  who  had  many 
beautiful  children.  As  fhe  was 
fitting  in  her  parlour  at  the  win¬ 
dow,  and  was  eight  months  gone 
with  child,  {he  was  accoited  by  an 


impudent  beggar  with  a  red  hair- 
lip  ;  {he  trembles  all  over,  ftrikes 
her  mouth,  and  gives  him  an  alms. 
Not  long  after,  ffie  was  delivered 
of  a  beautiful  child,  with  the  like 
wounds  and  as  it  were  bloody.  It 
was  wonderful,  in  this  cafe,  that 
all  the  parts  of  the  body  were  fo 
well  formed,  and  the  only  vice  was 
in  the  lips,  and  the  palate  was  per¬ 
fectly  flit  within  the  nodrils,  as  in 
that  beggar. 

A  lady  is  {till  living,  in  this  ci¬ 
ty,  who,  in  her  pregnancy,  wanted 
to  have  a  hne  mulberry  Ihe  faw  on 
a  tree.  One  chanced  to  fall  on 
the  tip  of  her  nofe,  which  fhe  im¬ 
mediately  rubbed.  She  was  after¬ 
wards  delivered  of  a  girl,  exceed¬ 
ing  handfome,  but  had  on  the  tip 
of  her  nofe  as  perfect  a  mulberry 
as  any  painter  could  draw,  which 
afterwards,  however,  by  the  help 
of  vinegar  and  fait  ammoniac,  fo 
fenfibly  diminidied,  as  to  leave  no 
veftige  of  it  remaining. 

A  woman  with  child  faw,  at 
Mechlin,  two  foldiers  lighting,  one 
of  which  cut  off  the  other’s  hand. 
She,  in  a  fright,  draws  back  her 
hand,  and  was  delivered  of  a. child 
maimed  in  one  arm,  which,  from 
the  cut-off  hand,  fuflained  an  hae¬ 
morrhage  and  died  ;  and  yet  the 
hand  was  not  found  in  the  after¬ 
birth,  nor  did  any  ill  confequences 
attend  the  woman. 

When  the  Dutch  defended  Of¬ 
fend  againft  the  Spaniards,  a  Spa- 
nidi  foldier  lod  his  arm,  and,  being 
cured,  went  about  begging,  {hew¬ 
ing  the  place  bound  up,  which  the 
wife  of  Mark  de  Vogelaar  feeing, 
was  feized  with  a  horror  and  great 
internal  commotions  :  fhe  after¬ 
wards  broughc  forth  a  daughter 
without  the  right  arm,  and  the 
{boulder  ran  fo  with  blood,  that  the 
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furgeon  was  obliged  to  flop  and 
conlolidate  it,  to  prevent  the  child’s 
dying  of  an  haemorrhage  ;  and  yet 
the  arm  was  not  found  in  the  after¬ 
birth.  The  infant  was  healed,  and, 
marrying  at  a  proper  time,  lived 
to  the  age  of  feventy-fix. 

The  duke  of  Alva  having  or¬ 
dered  three  hundred  citizens  to  be 
put  to  death  together  at  Antwerp, 
a  lady  that  was  with  child  was 
very  delirous  of  feeing  the  fight. 
She  was  not  long  returned  home, 
when,  taken  with  the  pains  of 
labour,  fhe  was  delivered  of  a 
child  without  a  head,  which  alfo 
was  not  found  in  the  after-birth. 
Some  authors  are  of  opinion,  that 
this  cannot  happen  when  the  foe¬ 
tus  is  thoroughly  formed  ;  but, 
whether  fo  or  not,  the  thing  hap¬ 
pens,  and  the  proofs  of  it  cannot 
be  conceded. 

Father  Malebranche  relates,  in 
his  e  Recherche  de  la  Verite,’  that 
there  was  a  young  man,  an  idiot 
from  his  birth,  in  the  Hofpital  of 
the  Incurables  at  Paris,  whofe 
limbs  were  broke  in  all  the  places 
where  it  is  cuftomary  to  break  the 
limbs  of  thofe  who  are  condemned 
to  fuffer  upon  the  wheel.  He  lived 
in  this  condition  near  twenty  years. 
N  umbers  were  curious  to  fee  and 
examine  his  broken  limbs,  and, 
among  others,  the  queen.  The 
caufe  of  his  misfortune  was  his  mo¬ 
ther’s  going  to  fee,  when  fhe  was 
with  child  of  him,  a  criminal  broke 
upon  the  wheel.  Every  droke  the 
criminalreceived  vehemently  llruck 
the  mother’s  imagination,  and  the 
infant  was  broke  exactly  in  the 
fame  parts  of  the  body. 

Father  Malebranche  relates  an¬ 
other  indance  of  the  force  of  ima¬ 
gination,  which  happened  at  fo- 
lemnifing  the  canonifation  of  St, 


Pius,  at  Paris.  A  pregnant  wo¬ 
man,  having  too  attentively  con- 
fidered  that  faint’s  image,  was  de¬ 
livered  of  a  child  perfectly  refem- 
bling  it :  it  had  the  face  of  an  old 
man,  as  far  as  could  be  expreffed 
in  a  beardlefs  infant :  its  arms  ran 
acrofs  its  bread ;  its  eyes  were  raifed 
to  heaven,  its  forehead  was  very 
narrow,  becaufe  the  forehead  of  the 
image  was  raifed  towards  the  vault¬ 
ed  roof  of  the  church,  looking  up, 
as  it  were,  to  heaven  :  in  fhort, 
the  child  was  exceeding  like  the 
image,  according  as  the  mother 
had  formed  it  by  the  force  of  her 
imagination.  The  author  adds, 
i(  Every  one  could  fee  it  at  Paris 
as  well  as  myfelf,  the  infant  being 
kept  for  a  confiderable  time  in 
fpirits  of  wine.” 

Here  is  a  hidory  of  various  cafes, 
out  of  which  I  have  feleCted  fuch 
particulars  as  incredulity  cannot 
difprove!  But  I  do  not  underdand 
how  this  connection  is  between  the 
mother’s  idea  and  the  corporeal 
change  of  the  foetus  ;  neither  do  I 
find  it  properly  accounted  for  by 
any  author.  None  of  them  have 
found  fuch  principles  founded  in 
nature,  from  which,  being  under- 
dood  and  applied,  is  known  a  fuf- 
dcient  reafon  of  this  effeft,  and  an- 
fwering  to  this  idea.  I  am  there¬ 
fore  greatly  furprifed,  that  Male¬ 
branche  undertook  to  explain  it. 
He  fays,,  the  fibres  of  the  mother’s 
body  are  affe&ed  in  a  certain  place 
by  certain  ideas ;  grant  that  this 
fometimes  happens  :  He  fays,  that, 
on  thofe  ideas  being  formed,  cer¬ 
tain  determinate  fpirits  run  through 
the  body  :  this  alfo  feems  true  : 
but  what  then  ?  The  mother  is 
moved,  not  changed,  and  yet  the 
infant  is  changed  ;  but.  Has  the 
infant,  whild  in  its  mother’s  womb, 

the 
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the  fatnd  motions,  fenfations,  and 
ideas  ?  This  is  obfcure,  yet  we 
may  alfo  grant  it.  But  how  can 
the  infant’s  bones  be  broke,  and 
not  the  mothers  ?  He  fays,  this 
happens  by  percuffion  and  horror  ; 
but  this  is  an  effect,  and  not  a 
caufe  ;  and  it  does  not  appear  why 
the  mother’s  bones  ihould  not  be 
broke,  which  are  harder  and  there¬ 
fore  more  brittle. 

Faracelfus  has  deduced  this  from 
other  chufes  :  he  fays,  that  there 
is  in  man  an  imagination,  which 
really  effects  and  brings  to  pafs  the 
things  that  did  not  before  exiit  ; 
for  a  man,  by  imagination  willing 
to  move  his  body,  moves  it  in  fact; 
but,  by  his  imagination  and  the 
commerce  of  invifible  powers,  he 
may  alfo  move  another  body  ;  and 
this  he  calls  masical  Imagina¬ 
tion,  which,  by  the  help  of  de¬ 
mons,  or  invifible  fpirits,  can  com¬ 
municate  the  force  of  imagination 
to  other  bodies,  and  operate  at  a 
diltance.  Van  Helmont  is  of  the 
fame  opinion  ;  but,  for  my  part, 
I  defpair  to  illuftrate  this  matter, 
and  do  think  it  inexplicable,  or 
that  the  caufe  of  the  phenomenon 
is  unknown  to  us. 


Of  the  common  fenfory  ajfeBed  by 
poifons .  Ft  om  the  Jame . 

/tA  HOSE  fubitances  are  called 
poifons  in  medicine,  which 
on  being  applied  to  a  human  living 
body,  fo  change  all  its  aCtions,  as 
not  to  be  conquered  by  the  force 
of  life,  whence  that  vital  force  is 
deftroyed  ;  but  medicaments  are 
fubitances,  which  fo  change  the 
actions,  as  to  fuhdue  the  difeafe, 
and  life  triumphs  over  difeafes  ; 
therefore  medicaments  ceafe  to  aft 


in  a  determinate  time.  And  all-* 
ments  are  fubitances,  which  are  fo 
changed  by  a  living  body,  as  to  be 
affimilated  to  it.  Now  the  degrees 
of  poifons  are  various,  according 
to  their  peculiar  violence,  quan¬ 
tity,  and  the  part  they  aft  upon- 
Half  a  grain  of  the  glafs  of  anti¬ 
mony  is  a  flrong  emetic,  but  given 
to  the  amount  of  a  drachm  is  a 
very  potent  poifon.  Moft  poifons 
af't  only  on  the  itomach.  If  the 
crocus  of  metals,  well  prepared,  is 
applied  to  the  eyes  as  a  collyrium, 
it  takes  away  fpecks  in  the  pellucid 
membranes  of  the  eye,  and  occa- 
fions  no  pain  ;  if  mixed  up  with 
plakers,  and  applied  to  the  naked 
nerves  in  a  wound,  it  is  a  good  de¬ 
tergent  ;  if  tailed,  it  has  no  taite  5 
but,  if  one  or  two  grains  are  re¬ 
ceived  into  the  ftomach,  a  prodi¬ 
gious  vomiting  will  enfue,  and, 
from  a  greater  quantity,  death. 

An  ounce  of  it  given  to  horfes 
affords  a  general  remedy  for  their 
violent  difeafes,  and  yet  they  are 
but  little  purged  by  it.  Therefore 
the  itomach  and  its  nerves  are  fo 
conilituted,  by  the  Author  of  na¬ 
ture,  which,  indeed,  feems  inex¬ 
plicable  from  the  nature  of  the 
nerves,  that  the  fubitance,  which 
is  not  poifonous  elfewhere,  is  fo  in 
the  itomach. 

The  berries  of  night-fhade  do 
no  harm  in  the  eye  ;  their  take  is 
fweet,  their  fmell  flat  ;  if  one  of 
them  ihould  be  received  into  the 
itomach,  a  perturbation  fuddenly 
arifes  in  every  aftion  ;  if  you  give 
the  gilla  of  Theophraftus,  and  the 
berry  is  vomited  up,  the  brain  a- 
gain  recovers  its  former  date.  This 
too  cannot  be  explained  fiom  the 
affections  of  the  nerves  in  general, 
but  only  from  a  phyflcal  fltnefs 
between  this  juice  and  the  nerves 
-  of 
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of  the  ftomach.  If  opium  fpread 
in  a  platter  is  applied  to  the  exter¬ 
nal  Ikin,  it  caufes,  in  the  part  it  is 
applied  to,  an  exceeding  great  heat, 
and  painful  ;  it  excites  a  blitter, 
erofion,  and  incipient  gangrene; 
it  has  a  naufeous  and  virulent 
fmell ;  if  applied  to  the  naked 
nerves,  it  takes  away  all  fenfation  ; 
if  received  into  the  ftomach,  it  firft 
caufes  a  fenfation  of  mirth,  and 
then  a  fnoring  and  apoplexy  ;  its 
efficacy  lafts  about  eight  hours, 
unlefs  it  caufes  death  by  being 
given  in  too  great  a  dofe  ;  when 
its  force  is  quite  enervated,  the 
next  day  vomiting  enfues,  in  which 
the  opium  pill  is  often  again 
brought  up,  fo  that  this  remedy 
againft  vomiting  now  excites  it. 
The  Starkeyan  pills  confift  of  o- 
pium,  hellebore,  liquorice,  and  a 
foap  made  of  alkali  and  cold-drawn 
oil.  The  author  writes  of  them, 
that  they  eaufe  fweating,  mitigate 
the  fevereft  pains,  bring  forth  the 
morbific  matter,  and  fo  make  an 
excellent  purge  ;  but  thofe  ettefls 
are  proper  to  opium.  When  the 
brain  is  affe&ed,  a  naufea  and  vo¬ 
miting  often  enfue  ;  fo  that  every 
thing  affefling  the  brain,  affedls 
alfo  the  ttomach,  and  whatever  af- 
fedls  the  ftomach,  afte&s  likewife 
the  brain. 

We  are  in  a  great  meafure  ob¬ 
liged  to  think,  that  opium  is  a  poi- 
fon  ;  it  bear^,  as  it  were,  the  fway 
in  the  ttomach,  checking  by  a  fmall 
dofe  the  difeafes  that  arife  from 
the  ftomach,  and  at  the  fame  time 
compofing  the  brain  ;  but  if  given 
againft  the  difeafe  proper  to  the 
brain,  which  is  the  phrenitis,  the 
dilorder  molt  commonly  will  be 
increafed.  It  takes  away  not  only 
pain,  but  alfo  corre&s  the  humours 
©f  the  body.  We  fee  confumpdve 
Vol.  X. 
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perfons,  from  the  erofion  of  their 
lungs,  cough  almoft  every  time 
they  draw  their  breath,  and  their 
diforder  is  made  worfe  by  coughing, 
becaufe  the  ulcerated  place  is  per¬ 
petually  irritated  ;  if  this  cough¬ 
ing  continues  during  the  night,  a 
little  phlegm  is  evacuated  ;  but* 
let  one  grain  of  opium  be  given, 
they  will  have  no  cough,  and  will 
Deep  compofed  ;  but  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  they  expehlorate  a  drachm  or 
two  of  purulent  matter.  If  taken 
in  a  greater  quantity,  it  is  poifon, 
as  we  have  feen  in  a  phyfician  tired 
of  life  ;  and  in  another,  who  re¬ 
penting  of  his  raffi  action,  by  tak¬ 
ing  vinegar  enervated  its  force,  and 
afterwards  felt  no  bad  confequen- 
ces  from  it.  It  fufpends  not  only 
the  fenfes,  but  alfo  motions,  nay, 
almoft  all  excretions,  and  hence 
thofe  who  ufe  it,  have  no  evacua¬ 
tion  of  urine  for  fix  or  eight  hours  ; 
even  when  its  «force  is  vauifhed, 
they  ttill  complain  of  a  want  of 
this  evacuation.  If  alfo  you  give 
a  grain  of  opium  to  a  man  labour¬ 
ing  under  a  diarrhoea,  it  will  be 
intirely  ftopt. 

There  is  therefore  fornething 
very  wonderful  in  thofe  nerves, 
that,  from  being  touched  by  thofe 
bodies,  fuch  a  change  ffiould  hap¬ 
pen  in  all  the  funclions,  which, 
ceafes,  as  foon  as  fuch  body  is  dll- 
engaged  from  the  ftomach. 

A  lawyer  had  been  taken  ill  of 
the  cholic  ;  he  was  advifed  the  ufe 
of  anife-feed  ;  but,  by  miftake,  the 
apothecary  had  given  him  the  feeds 
of  henbane.  The  pain  was  allay¬ 
ed,  but  he  became  very  delirious. 
All  his  fun&ions  were  difordered  ; 
he  fat  by  the  fire,  talked  much, 
but  did  not  fpeak  one  coherent  fen- 
tence.  A  phyfician  being  feru  for, 
gave  him  a  vomit  of  vitriol  :  the 
H  feed 
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feed  was  thrown  up,  and  he  was 
immediately  delivered. 

There  is  an  umbelliferous  plant, 
called  hum,  with  the  eruca  leaf, 
or  water- hemlock,  by  Gefner, 
which  has  a  fucculent  bulb,  white, 
not  unlike  a  turnep  ;  and,  being 
wounded,  diftils  a  plenty  of  milk, 
that  grows  yellow  in  the  air ;  its 
fmell  is  not  virulent,  and  its  plea- 
fant  tafte  allures  unwary  children. 
If  but  a  fmall  particle  of  it  adheres 
to  the  ftomach,  it  makes  an  intire 
change  in  all  the  animal  functions, 
caufing  vertigoes,  horrible  ima¬ 
ginations,  terrors,  convulfions,  the 
abolition  of  all  the  external  and 
internal  fenfes,  and,  in  three  or 
four  hours  time,  inevitable  death. 

This  body  then,  though  appa¬ 
rently  fo  innocent,  will  very  fud- 
denly  bring  on  death.  If  dif- 
charged  by  a  fpontaneous  vomit, 
no  harm  will  enfue  ;  if  an  emetic 
is  given  in  the  midft  of  the  mad 
fit,  all  the  fymptoms  will  ceafe 
when  the  ftomach.  is  eafed.  Its 
chief  power  is  therefore  exercifed 
on  the  nerves  of  the  flomach,  for, 
if  it  were  mixed  with  the  blood,  a 
vomit  would  not  have  been  imme¬ 
diately  of  fervice.  Therefore  Van 
Helmont  was  not  in  the  wrong, 
when  he  placed  the  feat  of  life  in 
the  flomach,  and  judged  that  it 
extended  its  influence  and  power 
for  health  to  diftant  and  various 
parts  of  the  body ;  for,  the  fto- 
mach  being  freed,  the  head  is 
freed;  and  nothing  elfe  remains 
for  amendment. 

It  has  been  obferved,  that  thorn- 
apple  is  attended  with  the  fame 
fymptoms  with  water  *  hemlock, 
but  with  this  difference,  that  its 
fmell  is  intolerable.  A  gardener 
having  thrown  out  of  a  garden 
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fome  thorn-apple  into  the  public 
highway,  fome  boys  feeing  it,  ex¬ 
amined  the  heads,  and  ate  the  feed? 
they  were  feized  with  all  the  above- 
mentioned  fymptoms,  and  thofe 
that  did  not  vomit,  died. 

The  belladona,  or  night-fhade 
with  black  berries,  intices  every 
pafler-by  ;  there  is  nothing  un¬ 
grateful  in  its  berries;  their  juice 
has  a  purple  colour,  fweet  tafte, 
and  no  fetid  fmell ;  yet;  fwallowc-d 
down  they  kill  one  much  the  fame 
way.  A  vomit  is  a  prefent  reme¬ 
dy  ;  but  their  poifon  may  be  cor¬ 
rected,  and  the  patient  at  length 
delivered,  by  taking  a  good  quan¬ 
tity  of  vinegar. 

Stalpartius  Vander  Weil  relates 

a 

the  cafe  of_two  citizens  of  the 
Hague,  who,  having  tailed  the  root 
of  the  cenanthes  that  is  like  hem¬ 
lock,  with  virofe  juice,  were  taken 
ill  not  long  after  with  a  great  heat 
of  the  throat  and  ftomach,  which 
was  followed  by  a  perturbation  of 
the  mind,  vertigo,  heart  burn,  nau- 
fe a,  flux  of  the  belly,  running  of 
blood  from  the  nofe,  and  fuch  vio¬ 
lent  convulflons,  that  one  of  them 
died  in  two,  and  the  other  in  three 
hours. 

Van  Helmont  tailed  the  root  of 
the  napellus  or  monkihood  on  the 
tip  only  of  his  tongue,  and  in  a 
moment  his  faculty  of  underftand- 
ing  and  thinking  was  much  bright¬ 
er,  which  gave  him  great  pleafure  ; 
at  length,  in  about  two  hours  af¬ 
ter,  he  was  twice  attacked  by  a 
flight  vertigo,  and  he  then  found 
his  underflanding  as  ufual ;  and, 
though  he  fometimes  afterwards 
tailed  of  the  fame,  nothing  of  the 
like  ever  more  happened  to  him. 
The  fmoking  of  tobacco  for  the 
flrft  time  is  attended  with  fome- 

thing 
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thing  of  the  kind,  which,  how¬ 
ever,  does  not  afterwards  happen. 
If  one  (hould  chance  to  drink  coid 
wine  fo  bidden  ly  as  not  to  warm 
in  his  domach,  then  the  pylorus 
and  upper  orifice  remain  Ihut  ; 
and,  the  wine  afterwards  contract¬ 
ing  warmth,  the  ftomach  fwells, 
the  pafty  is  choaked,  as  it  were, 
and  has  a  kind  of  apoplexy  :  if 
then,  with  a  bit  of  fpunge  moi- 
ftened  with  oil  or  honey,  and 
wrapped  about  the  end  of  a  knit¬ 
ting-needle,  the  fauces  are  tickled, 
the  wine  is  vomited  up,  and  the 
party  is  freed  from  all  dangerous 
fy  mptoriis. 

When  Otto  Tachenius,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  prefcription  of  Johannes 
Agricola,  had  fo  often  endeavour¬ 
ed  to  fublime  arfenic,  that  it  was  at 
length  to  remain  fixed  in  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  the  veffel  ;  and  when,  after 
many  fublimations,  he  had  opened 
the  veffel,  he  breathed  an  air  plea- 
fant  and  grateful  to  his  palate  ; 
but  in  lefs  than  half  an  hour  he 
felt  his  ftomach  aching  and  con¬ 
tracted,  with  a  convulfion  of  all  his 
limbs,  difficult  breathing,  bloody 
urine,  and  a  great  heat;  being  affi 
terwards  fuddenly  feized  with  cholie 
pains,  he  remained  contracted  for 
a  full  half-hour  :  being  recruited 
with  milk  and  oil,  he  found  him- 
feif  much  better  ;  yet  a  flow  fever, 
like  an  heCtic,  remained  on  him 
the  whole  winter,  which  he  ex- 
tinguifhed  by  decoCtions  of  vulne¬ 
rary  herbs,  the  eating  of  cabbage, 
the  ufe  of  orange-juice,  oil,  and 
fait  ;  and  by  thefe  remedies  he 
perfectly  recovered.  Here  is  an 
example  of  all  the  functions  of 
the  common  fenfory  hurt,  from 
the  olfaCtory  nerves  being  only  a f- 
feCted. 
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Of  the  ejfetl  of  rains ,  of  ?)iarfes  and 
bogs,  fubterraneous  wood,  and  fub- 
terraneous  waters.  From  M.  Baf¬ 
fin's  Theory  of  the  Earth . 

RAINS,  and  the  running  wa¬ 
ters  produced  by  them,  de¬ 
tach  continually,  from  the  tops 
and  ridges  of  mountains,  fand, 
earth,  gravel.  See.  and  carry  them 
into  the  plains,  whence  dreams  and 
rivers  bear  away  a  part  into  lower 
plains,  and  often  to  the  fea.  Plains 
are  therefore  filled  up  fucceffivelyj 
and  rife  by  little  and  little,  and 
mountains  diminish  conftantly  and 
become  low,  which  diminution  is 
perceptible  in  feveral  parts.  Jo¬ 
seph  Blancanus  relates  faffs  in  re¬ 
gard  to  this,  which  were  well 
known  in  his  tinie,  and  which 
prove  that  the  mountains  were  be¬ 
come  fo  low  as  to  difee ver  vil¬ 
lages  and  cadles  from  feveral  parts, 
whence  they  could  not  be  formerly 
feen.  In  the  ffiire  of  Derby  in 
England,  the  deeple  of  the  village 
Crain  was  not  vifible  in  i  c  72,  from 
a  certain  mountain,  upon  account 
of  the  height  of  another  moun¬ 
tain  interpofedj  which  extends  into 
Hopton  and  Wirkfvvorth  ;  and  80 
or  100  years  afterwards  this  fieeple 
was  feen,  and  even  a  part  of  the 
church.  Dr.  Plot  cites  a  like  ex¬ 
ample  of  a  mountain  between  Sib- 
bertoft  and  Affiby  in  the  county  of 
Nor thampton.  The  waters  carry 
not  only  along  with  them  the 
lighted  parts  of  mountains,  as 
earth,  fand,  gravel,  and  fmall  dones, 
but  even  roll  away  large  rocks, 
which  condderably  diminifhes  their 
height.  In  general,  the  higher 
mountains  are,  and  their  inclina¬ 
tion  more  deep,  the  more  the  rocks 
feem  to  be  cut  off  from  them.  The 
highed  mountains  of  Wales  have 
H  2  rocks 
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rocks  extremely  flrait,  and  very 
naked ;  the  Olivers  of  thofe  rocks 
are  feen  lying  in  large  heaps  at 
their  bottom.  It  is  froft  and  wa¬ 
ter  that  feparate  and  bear  them 
down  :  fo  that  it  is  not  only  the 
mountains  of  fand  and  earth  which 
rains  lower,  but  alfo,  as  it  appears, 
they  attack  the  hardeft  rocks*  and 
drag  along  their  fragments  into  the 
vallies :  And,  thefe  rocks  and  large 
Hones,  difperfed  here  and  there,  are 
much  more  common  in  countries 
where  the  mountains  are  of  fand 
and  freeftone,  than  in  thofe  where 
they  are  of  marble  and  clay,  be- 
caufe  the  fand  which  ferves  as  a  bafe 
to  the  rock,  is  a  lefs  folid  founda¬ 
tion  than  clay. 

To  give  an  idea  of  the  quantity 
of  earth  which  the  rains  feparate 
from  the  mountains,  and  bear  down 
Into  the  vallies,  we  may  cite  a  faCl 
related  by  Dr.  Plot :  He  fays,  in 
his  Natural  Hiftory  of  StafFord- 
Ihire,  that  a  great  number  of  pieces 
of  money,  ftruck  in  the  time  of 
Edward  IV.  were  found  at  18  feet 
.depth  in  the  earth;  fo  that  this 
ground,  which  is  marfhy,  fwelled 
or  was  augmented  about  a  foot  in 
ir  years,  or  one  inch  and  ^  in  a 
year.  A  like  obfervation  may  be 
made  on  trees,  which  have  been 
dug  up  at  17  feet  depth,  under 
which  were  found  medals  of  Julius 
Crefar  ;  and  thus  earth,  carried  off 
from  mountains  into  plains  by  run¬ 
ning  fireams,  increases  very  conft- 
derably  the  elevation  of  the  ground 
of  plains. 

This  gravel,  fand,  and  earth, 
which  the  waters  feparate  from  the 
mountains,  and  carry  into  the 
plains,  form  their  beds  which  muft 
not  be  confounded  with  the  an¬ 
cient  and  original  beds  of  the  earth. 
We  fhould  rank  in  the  clafs  of  thefe 
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new  beds  thofe  of  fand-ftone,  fof< 
Hone,  gravel,  and  fand,  of  which 
the  grains  are  wafhed  and  round¬ 
ed  ;  and  to  it  fhould  be  iikewife 
referred  the  beds  of  Hone  that  are 
formed  by  a  kind  of  fediment  and 
incrudation,  as  we  cannot  deduce 
their  origin  from  the  motion  and 
fedinients  of  the  waters  of  the  fea. 
In  thofe  fandy,  foft,  and  imper¬ 
fect  Hones,  are  found  an  infinity 
of  vegetables,  leaves  of  trees,  land 
or  river  fhells,  fmall  bones  of 
land  animals  but  never  fhells,  or 
other  marine  productions  ;  which 
proves  evidently,  as  well  as  their 
little  folidity,  that  thofe  beds  are 
formed  on  the  furface  of  the  dry 
land,  and  that  they  are  much 
newer  than  marble  and  other  Hone 
which  contain  fhells,  anciently 
formed  in  the  fea.  Sand  -  Hone, 
and  all  thofe  new  Hones,  appear  to 
have  hardnefs  and  folidity  when 
they  are  extracted  ;  but,  if  ufed 
for  any  purpofe,  the  air  and  rains 
are  found  to  difl'olve  them  very 
foon ;  their  fubHance  is  even  fo 
different  from  true  Hone,  that, 
when  they  are  reduced  into  fmall 
parts  in  order  to  make  fand  of 
them,  they  are  foon  converted  into 
a  fort  of  earth  and  mud  :  the  Ha- 
laCtites  Iikewife,  and  other  Hony 
concretions,  which  M.  Tournefort 
had  taken  for  marbles  that  had  ve¬ 
getated,  are  not  true  Hones  no  more 
than  thofe  formed  by  incruftations. 
Sand-Hone  is  therefore  an  imperfeCl 
matter,  different  from  Hone  and 
earth,  and  having  its  origin  from 
both  by  the  means  of  the  water  of 
rains,  as  Hony  incruHations  have 
theirs  from  the  fediment  of  the 
waters  of  certain  fprings ;  and  thus 
their  beds  are  not  ancient,  and  have 
not  been  formed,  as  others,  by  the 
fediment  of  the  waters  of  the  fea. 

The: 
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The  beds  of  peat  or  turf  muft  like- 
wife  be  confidered  as  new  beds, 
produced', by  the  fucceflive  accumu¬ 
lation  of  half-rotted  trees  and  other 
vegetables,  which  were  no  otherwife 
preferved  than  by  happening  to  be 
in  bituminous  grounds,  which  have 
hindered  their  intirely  corrupting. 
In  all  thole  new  beds  of  land  or 
foft  ftone,  or  of  ftone  formed  by 
fediments,  or  of  peat,  no  marine 
production  is  found:  but,  on  the 
contrary,  many  vegetables,  the 
bones  of  land  animals,  river  and 
land  fhells,  as  may  be  feen  in  the 
meadows  of  Northamptonfhire  near 
Alhby,  where  a  great  number  of 
fnail-lhells  have  been  found  with 
plants,  herbs,  and  feveral  river 
ihells,  well  preferved  at  the  depth 
of  fome  feet  under  ground,  with¬ 
out  any  fea-lhelis.  The  waters 
that  flow  upon  the  furface  of  the 
earth,  have  formed  all  thofe  new 
beds  by  often  changing  their  chan¬ 
nels,  and  fpreading  on  all  tides  ;  a 
part  of  thole  waters  penetrates  to 
the  interior,  and  flows  through  the 
clefts  of  rocks  and  Hones ;  and 
this  is  the  reafon  that  no  water  is 
found  on  high  lands,  or  on  the  tops 
of  hills,  becaufe  all  the  heights  of 
the  earth  are  generally  compofed 
of  flone  and  rocks,  efpecially  to¬ 
wards  the  fummit.  In  order  to 
find  water,  the  ftone  and  the  rocks 
mull  be  dug  into  till  their  bafe  is 
reached  j  that  is,  till  clay  or  firm 
earth  appears,  on  which  thofe  rocks 
reft  ;  and  no  water  is  found  unlefs 
the  thicknefs  of  the  ftone  is  pier¬ 
ced  through  and  through,  as  may 
be  obferved  in  feveral  wells  dug  in 
high  grounds ;  and  when  the  height 
of  the  rocks,  that  is,  the  thicknefs 
of  the  ftone  that  muft  be  pierced, 
is  very  confiderable,  as  in  high 
mountains,  where  the  rocks  are 
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often  1000  feet  high,  it  is  impofli- 
ble  to  fink  wells  therein,  and  con- 
fequently  to  have  water.  There 
are  likewile  prodigious  traCts  of 
land  where  water  is  abfolutely 
wanting,  as  in  Arabia  Petraja,  a 
defert  where  it  never  rains,  where 
burning  fands  cover  the  whole  fur- 
face  of  the  earth  ;  where  there  is 
fcarce  any  vegetable  earth,  and 
where  the  few  plants  that  grow, 
faint  away  by  drought  :  Springs 
and  wells  are  fo  rare  here,  that  live 
only  are  reckoned  from  Cairo  to 
Mount  Sinai,  and  their  water  is 
befides  bitter  and  brackifti. 

When  the  waters  on  the  furface 
of  the  earth  cannot  find  channels 
to  flow  in,  they  form  bogs  and 
marlhes ;  the  moll  famous  marfhes 
of  Europe  are  thofe  of  Mulcovy, 
at  the  fource  of  the  Tanais  ;  thofe 
of  Finland,  where  are  the  great 
marlhes  Savolax  and  Enafak  :  there 
are  marfhes  alfo  in  Holland,  in 
Wefiphalia,  and  in  feveral  other 
flat  countries :  In  Alia,  there  are 
the  marlhes  of  the  Euphrates, 
thofe  of  Tartary,  the  Palus  Mos- 
otis  ;  yet  in  general  there  are  few¬ 
er  in  Afia  and  Africa,  than  in  Eu¬ 
rope  :  but  America  is,  as  it  were, 
a  continued  bog  in  all  its  plains  ; 
and  the  great  number  of  them  is  a 
much  better  proof  of  the  newnefs 
of  the  country,  and  the  fewnefs  of 
the  inhabitants,  than  of  their  little 
indufiry. 

There  are  very  large  marlhes  in 
England,  in  the  county  of  Lincoln, 
near  the  fea,  which  has  loft  a  deal 
of  ground  on  one  fide,  and  gained 
it  on  the  other.  In  the  old  ground 
are  found  a  great  number  of  trees 
buried  beneath  the  new  ground 
which  has  been  formed  by  the  wa¬ 
ters,  A  great  number  of  trees  are 
in  like  manner  found  in  Scotland, 
Id  3  _  at 
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sit  the  mouth  of  the  river  Nefs. 
Near  Bruges  in  Flanders,  digging 
to  40  or  50  fee t  in  depth,  are  found 
a  very  great  number  of  trees  as 
clofe  to  one  another  as  in  a  foreft  ; 
the  trunks,  the  branches,  and  the 
leaves  are  fo  well  preferved,  that 
the  different  fpecies  of  trees  are 
eafily  diftinguifhed,  Five  hundred 
years  ago  that  land,  where  thefe 
trees  are  found,  was  a  fea,  and  be¬ 
fore  that  time  there  is  no  account 
or  tradition  that  this  land  had  ever 
exifted  ;  but  it  mull  have  been  land, 
as  thefe  trees  grew  and  vegetated  ; 
and  thus  the  ground,  which  in  far 
diftant  times  was  firm  land  covered 
with  wood,  was  afterwards  covered 

with  the  waters  of  the  fea,  which 

* 

brought  there  40  or  50  feet  depth 
of  earth,  and  afterwards  thofe 
waters  retired.  A  great  number 
of  fubterraneous  trees  have  like- 
wife  been  found  at  Hull  in  the 
county  of  York,  twelve  miles  be¬ 
low  the  city,  pn  the  river  Hum¬ 
ber  ;  fome  of  them  are  fo  large 
that  they  Serve  for  building  5  and 
It  is  allured,  perhaps  without  good 
foundation,  that  this  wood  is  as 
durable  and  ferviceable  as  oak  ;  and 
It  is  cut  into  (mail  rods,  and  long 
fplinters,  which  are  fold,  into  the 
neighbouring  towns,  and  the  peo¬ 
ple  ufe  them  for  lighting  their 
pipes.  All  thofe  trees  appear  bro¬ 
ken,  and  the  trunks  are  feparated 
from  their  roots,  as  trees  which  the 
violence  of  a  hurricane  or  inunda¬ 
tion  had  broken  and  carried  away  ; 
the  wood  nearly  refembles  that  of 
the  fir-tree,  has  the  fame  finell 
when  burnt,  and  makes  coals  of  the 
fame  fort.  In  the  ills  of  Man  in 
a  bog  fix  miles  long  and  three 
broad,  called  the  Curragh,  are 
found  fubterraneous  fir-trees,  and, 
though  they  lie  18  or  zo  feet  deep, 


they  are  notwithftanding  firm  on 
their  roots.  The  like  are  found 
in  all  great  bogs,  in  quagmires, 
and  in  mo  ft  marfhy  places,  in  the 
counties  ofSomerfet,  Qhefter,  Lan¬ 
caster,  and  Stafford.  There  are  cer¬ 
tain  places  where  trees  are  found 
underground,  cut,  fawed,  fquared, 
and  worked  by  men  :  axes  and 
bills  have  been  likewife  found  be¬ 
tween  Birmingham  in  Warwick- 
fhire  and  Bromley  in  Lincolnfhire  5 
and  there  are  hills  raifed  of  fine  and 
light  fand,  which  rains  and  winds 
carry  and  tranfport  away,  by  leav¬ 
ing  dry  and  uncovered  the  roots  of 
great  firs,  whereon  the  impreftion 
of  the  axe  feems  vet  as  freili  as  if  it 

J  •  _  ’  T 

had  been  juft  made.  Thofe  hills 
might  have  been,  no  doubt,  formed 
as  downs,  by  heaps  of  fand  borne 
along  and  accumulated  by  the  fea, 
and  on  which  thofe  firs  might  have 
grown  5  and  they  might  afterwards 
be  covered  with  other  fands,  col¬ 
lected  as  the  former,  by  inunda¬ 
tions  or  violent  winds.  A  great 
number  of  thofe  fubterraneous  trees 
are  found  alfo  in  the  marfhygrounds 
of  Holland,  in  Friezland,  and  near 
Groningen  ;  and  it  is  from  thence 
that  comes  the  peat  that  is  burnt 
all  over  the  country. 

In  the  ground  are  found  an  infi¬ 
nity  of  large  and  fmall  trees  of 
almoft  every  kind,  as  fir,  oak, birch, 
beech,  yew,  white-thorn,  willow, 
and  afh  ;  in  the  marfhes  of  Lin¬ 
colnshire,  along  the  river  Oufe,  and 
in  the  county  of  York,  in  Hatfield- 
chace,  the  trees  are  ftraight,  and 
planted  as  feen  in  a  foreft.  The 
oaks  are  very  hard,  and  are  ufed 
in  buildings,  where  they  laft  for  a 
long  time ;  the  afh  is  fofc,  and  crum¬ 
bles  into  duft,  as  does  the  willow  ; 
fome  of  thefe  trees  have  been  found 
fquared,  others  fawed,  others  bor¬ 
ed  , 
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cd,  together  with  broken  axes,  and 
hatchets  whofe  form  refembles  that 
of  knives  ufed  in  facnfices.  Nuts, 
acorns,  and  cones  of  firs,  have  been 
there  found  alfo  in  great  quanti¬ 
ties.  Several  other  roarfhy  parts 
of  England  and  Ireland  abound 
with  trunks  of  trees,  as  well  as  the 
marfhes  of  France  and  Switzer¬ 
land,  of  Savoy  and  Italy. 

In  the  city  of  Modena,  and  with¬ 
in  four  miles  of  its  environs,  in 
whatever  place  they  dig,  when  they 
come  to  the  depth  of  63,  feet,  and 
have  pierced  the  earth  5  feet  deeper 
with  an  augre,  the  water  fprings 
up  with  io  great  a  force  that  the 
well  is  filled  in  a  fhort  time  al- 
moft  to  the  top  ;  and  this  water 
flows  continually,  neither  dimi- 
nifhing  nor  increafing  by  rain  or 
drought ;  what  is  further  remark- 

c  7  ^ 

able  in  this  ground,  is,  that,  when 
they  come  to  14  feet  deep,  they 
find  the  ruins  of  an  ancient  town, 
paved  ftreets,  floors,  houfes,  diffe¬ 
rent  pieces  of  mofaic  work  ;  after 
which  they  find  a  pretty  folid  earth, 
and  which  might  be  believed  to 
have  been  never  ilirred  ;  yet  under¬ 
neath  they  find  a  moift  earth,  and 
mixed  with  vegetables  ;  and  at  26 
feet  trees  quite  intire,  as  hazels 
with  nuts  on  them,  and  a  great 
quantity  of  branches  and  leaves  of 
trees  ;  at  28  feet  deep  they  find  a 
fo ft  chalk  mixed  with  a  great  many 
fhells,  and  this  bed  is  1 1  feet 
deep  ;  after  which  are  again  found 
vegetables,  leaves,  and  branches, 
and  fo  alternately  chalk  and  earth 
mixed  with  vegetables  to  the  depth 
of  63  feet,  at  which  depth  there  is 
a  bed  of  fand  mixed  with  fmall  gra¬ 
vel,  and  fuch  fhells  as  are  found  on 
the  coafts  of  the  fea  of  Italy  :  thofe 
fucceffive  beds  of  marfhy  foil  and 
chalk  are  always  found  in  the  fame 


order,  in  whatever  part  they  dig 
into,  and  fometimes  the  augre 
meets  with  large  trunks  of  trees 
which  mud  be  bored  through  ;  and 
this  gives  the  workmen  great  trou¬ 
ble  ;  here  are  alfo  found  bones, 
pit-coal,  flints,  and  pieces  of  iron. 
Ramazzini,  who  relates  thefe  fads, 
believes  that  the  gulph  of  Venice 
formerly  extended  as  far  as  Mode¬ 
na,  and  beyond  it ;  and  that  in  fiuc- 
ceffion  of  time,  rivers,  and,  perhaps, 
inundations  of  the  fea,  had  gradu¬ 
ally  formed  this  ground. 

I  fhall  not  here  enlarge  farther 
on  the  varieties  of  thofe  beds,  of 
new  formation  ;  it  is  fufficient  to 
have  fhewn,  that  they  have  no 
other  caufes  than  the  running  or 
ftagnant  waters  on  the  furface  of 
the  earth,  and  that  they  are  never 
fo  hard,  or  folid,  as  the  old  beds 
that  have  been  formed  under  the 
waters  of  the  fea. 


Obfer=vations  on  the  cicada,  or  locuft 
of  America,  nvhich  appears  perio¬ 
dically  once  in  16  or  1  7  years.  By 
Mofes  Bartram ,  1766.  Commu¬ 
nicated  by  the  ingenious  Peter  Col* 
l inf  on,  Bf[; 


ON  the  8th  of  June,  1766,  I 
took  feveral  twigs  of  dif¬ 
ferent  kinds  of  trees,  on  which  I 
then  faw  cicadas  or  locufts,  dart¬ 
ing  (as  it  is  called)  to  lay  their 
eggs ;  of  thofe  twigs  I  put  fome 
in  empty  phials  ;  fome  in  phials, 
with  a  little  water  ;  and  fome  I 
ftuck  in  a  pot  of  earth,  which  I 
kept  moift,  in  order  to  preferve  the 


twigs  frefh. 

July  21,  the  eggs  in  the  twigs 
in  the  phial  with  water  hatched, 
as  did  thofe  in  the  twigs  in  the 
pot  of  earth,  foon  after  them ; 

U  4  '  but 
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but  the  twigs  in  the  empty  phial 
being  withered,  the  eggs  perifhed; 
yet  I  have  obferved  that  on  twigs 
accidentally  broken  oft'  in  the 
woods,  if  they  lie  near  the  ground 
in  the  fhade  fo  as  to  be  kept  moift, 
the  eggs  in  them  will  hatch  in 
their  due  time  ;  but  in  thofe  that 
are  expofed  to  the  fun,  they  furely 
die. 

The  young  locufts  that  were 
batched  in  the  twigs  in  the  phial, 
ran  down  the  twigs  to  the  water, 
on  which  they  floated  about  four 
and  twenty  hours,  and  then  died  ; 
thofe  that  were  hatched  in  the 
twigs  in  the  pot  of  earth,  ran 
down  the  twigs  immediately  to 
the  earth,  and  entered  it  at  the 
ftrft:  opening  they  could  find, 
which  they  fearched  for  eagerly, 
as  if  already  fenfible  of  danger,  by 
being  expofed  to  the  light  of  the 
fun. 

I  have  obferved  that  in  the  na¬ 
tural  way  the  eggs  are  ufually 
batched  in  fix  weeks  ;  but  if,  by 
the  luxuriance  of  the  growth  of 
the  fhoots  into  which  the  eggs  are 
darted,  the  rind  of  the  tree  clofes 
and  confines  them,  they  will  in  that 
iituation  remain  feveral  months., 
till  by  feme  lucky  accident  they 
are  difengaged,  and  then  they 
will  hatch  in  a  few  minutes  aft- 
ter,  and  leek  their  retreat  in 
the  earth,  in  the  fame  manner  as 
thofe  hatched  in  the  ufual  time. 
But  many  perilh  by  being  thus  im- 
prifoned. 

Viewed  through  a  microfcope 
the  moment  they  are  hatched,  they 
appear  in  every  refpedt  as  perfect 
as  at  the  time  of  their  laft  trans¬ 
formation,  when  they  rife  out  of 
the  earth,  put  oft"  their  fcaly  co¬ 
vering,  expand  their  wings,  dif- 
piay  their  gaudy  colours,  dart 
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forth  their  eggs,  and  after  a  few 
days  exiftence,  to  fulfil  the  wife 
purpofes  of  their  maker,  clofe  the 
period  of  their  lives  by  an  eafy 
death.  How  aftonifhing  therefore 
and  inlcrutable  is  the  defign  of 
providence  in  the  produdlion  of 
this  infedt,  that  is  brought  into 
life,  according  to  our  apprehen- 
fion,  only  to  feek  into  the  depths 
of  the  earth,  there  to  remain  in 
darknefs,  till  the  appointed  time 
comes  when  it  afeend-s  again  into 
light  by  a  wonderful  refurredtion  ! 
The  means  by  which  they  are  ena¬ 
bled  to  continue  their  fpecies,  is 
no  lefs  lingular  than  their  manner 
of  exiftence.  The  females  are 
furniftied  with  a  bearded  dart, 
with  which  they  pierce  the  tender 
fhoots  of  all  trees  they  happen  to 
light  upon,  without  regard  to  fitu- 
ation  or  fpecies  ;  many  therefore 
perifti  by  the  quick  growth  of  the 
trees  in  which  the  eggs  are  darted  ; 
and  more  perhaps  by  being  laid  in 
twigs  that  hang  over  ftreams  or 
Handing  waters.  The  dart  by 
which  the  operation  is  performed, 
con  fills  of  three  parts ;  a  middle, 
and  two  fides  :  The  middle  is 
hollow,  through  which  the  eggs 
are  darted,  and  the  two  fides  ferve 
for  a  covering  to  defend  it.  Thefe 
may  eafiiy  be  taken  apart,  by 
Hipping  the  middle  through  the 
grooves  of  the  two  fides,  and  it  is 
by  Hipping  the  two  outfide  parts 
by  each  other  rapidly,  that  they 
work  a  kind  of  slant  hole  in  the 
foft  twig  they  make  choice  of, 
till  they  reach  the  pith,  and  thep. 
they  ejedt  their  eggs  into  it  to  the 
number  of  twelve  ;  when  this  is 
performed,  they  begin  another  hole 
clofe  by  the  fide  of  the  former,  and 
fo  continue  to  work  till  they  have 
carried  along  two  rows,  each  row 

con*' 
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confiding  of  twelve  or  more  holes. 
They  then  remove  to  another  twig 
and  proceed  as  before  ;  and  fo  from 
twig  to  twig  till  they  have  ex¬ 
hausted  their  itore,  after  which  they 
foon  expire. 

I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  dif- 
cover  the  full  depth  to  which  thefe 
little  animals  defcend.  Some,  I 
have  heard,  have  been  found  thirty 
feet  deep.  I  myfelf  have  feen  them 
ten. 

They  do  not,  however  feem  to 
travel  to  any  great  didance  ho¬ 
rizontally  ;  for  they  are  feldom 
found  far  from  the  woods,  unlefs 
in  grounds  that  have  been  newly 
cleared.  It  often,  however,  hap¬ 
pens,  that  in  the  long  period  of 
their  torpid  date,  great  tra&s  of 
country  are  cleared  in  North  Ame¬ 
rica  from  trees,  and  converted  into 
arable  or  oafture  ;  hence  it  is  no 
unufual  thing  to  fee  them  leave 
their  cells  in  thofe  plain  grounds, 
and  halten  to  fome  adjoining  fence 
to  put  off  their  incumbrance,  and 
prepare  themfelves  for  flight.  This 
they  do  always  in  the  night,  by 
crawling  to  fome  tree,  along  a 
fence,  or  among  bufiies  or  itrong 
grafs  ;  and  it  is  remarkable,  that 
they  differ  in  this  from  every  other 
infe£l  in  its  chryfalis  date  for  in¬ 
dead  of  being  wrapped  up  in  a 
plain  covering,  which  confines  the 
inhabitants  to  a  certain  fpot  till  it 
burfts,  they  have  a  covering  fitted 
to  their  form,  in  which  they  can 
travel  to  a  confiderable  diftance  ; 
and  which  they  cannot  leave  till 
they  find  fome  folid  fubdance,  in 
which  they  fix  their  claws,  and 
then,  with  an  effort  which  re¬ 
quires  the  utmod  exertion  of  their 
drength,  they  burft  their  cafe, 
which  always  opens  from  the  fhoul- 
ders  to  the  forepart  of  the  head, 


out  of  which  they  crawl,  leaving 
it  flicking  fad;  behind.  Thou- 
fands  of  thefe  cafes  may  be  feen  in 
a  morning,  dicking  to  all  parts  of 
trees,  which  being  hardened  in 
the  fun,  have  a  fcaly-like  fab-, 
dance,  which  not  being  flexible 
after  it  is  dry,  often  fo  incumbers 
them  before  they  can  put  it  off, 
that  many  perifh  in  the  attempt. 
For  this  reafon,  they  always  chufe 
the  night  for  this  operation  ;  and 
wait  for  the  enlivening  inflence  of 
the  warm  fun  to  drengthen  and 
give  confidence  to  their  wings, 
which  at  firft  are  white,  foft,  and 
moift,  but  foon  a  (fume  a  dark 
brown  colour,  with  a  firmnefs  that 
enables  them  to  dy,  and  a  tranf- 
parency  that  adds  a  beauty  to  their 
appearance  which  before  was  want- 
ing. 

It  is  remarkable,  that  in  every 
date  of  this  infett’s  exidence,  it  is 
eagerly  purfued  for  food  by  others. 
In  the  very  egg,  it  is  the  prey  of 
ants  and  birds  of  every  kind  ;  in 
that  of  the  grub,  by  hogs,  dogs, 
and  all  carnivorous  animals  that 
can  unearth  it  ;  and  in  its  mod 
perfect  date,  not  only  by  many 
kinds  of  beads  and  birds,  but  even 
by  men,  many  of  the  Indians,  it 
is  laid,  feeding  fumptuoudy  upon 
them. 

Soon  after  they  arrive  at  their 
lad  date  of  transformation,  they 
feek  mates  to  enable  them  to  con¬ 
tinue  their  fpecies  ;  and  in  this  too, 
they  are  very  fingular  ;  the  female, 
as  has  been  obferved,  is  furnifhed 
with  a  dart,  the  (haft  of  which, 
takes  its  tile  below  the  middle  of 
the  infedl ;  on  the  contrary,  the 
male  proje&s  his  dart  from  be¬ 
hind,  and  fixes  it  near  the  fhaft  of 
that  of  the  female,  where  it  re¬ 
mains  for  many  hours  together; 

during 
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during  which  time,  they  are  not 
to  be  feparated  without  lacera¬ 
tion. 

During  the  feafon  of  copulation, 
from  iun-rife  to  fun-fet,  the  noife 
they  make  is  fo  loud  and  perpe, 
tual,  that  little  elfe  can  be  heard 
in  the  woods  where  they  abound  ; 
and  it  is  doubtful,  whether,  during 
this  feafon,  or  indeed  during  their 
whole  time  of  exider.ee  in  this  date, 
they  eat  any  thing,  or  fubfift  only 
by  dipping  the  dew  ;  for  which 
purpofe  they  feem  to  be  furnilhed 
with  a  long  tube,  extending  from 
their  heads  flat  to  their  bread,  and 
terminating  between  their  legs, 
without  the  power  of  altering  its 
pofition.  Other  than  this  tube 
they  feem  to  have  none  for  the  pur¬ 
pofe  of  fubfiftence.  In  fihort,  the 
natural  bidory  of  this  little  in  fed!, 
deems  highly  to  deferve  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  curious* 

M.  Bart ram. 


Experiments  on  a  hog's  bladder. — 
From  the  hi (lory  of  the  Royal  Aca~ 
demy  of  Sciences  at  Farts . 

MDe  la  Hire  has  given  an 
#  account  to  the  academy 
of  fpme  very  curious  experiments 
lie  had  made  on  the  bladder. 
Having  taken  the  bladder  of  a  hog 
-quite  frefh  and  very  clean,  he  filled 
it  with  air,  till  it  appeared  to  be  as 
tenfe  as  it  poffibly  could  be.  In 
this  date  there  was  no  room  to 
doubt  of  its  being  exadlv  doled 
up,  and  that  the  air  could  no:  get 
out  of  it  ;  but,  having  made  an 
aperture  in  the  bladder,  it  flagged 
immediately  of  itfelf:  afterwards, 
whilfl  it  was  dill  quite  frefn,  he 
turned  it  fo  as  that  the  part  that 
was  outward  in  the  natural  date 
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became  the  inward  ;  and  having 
poured  water  into  it  to  about  three 
fifths  of  what  it  might  contain, 
immediately  after  the  water  began 
to  ooze  or  drop  out  at  fevera! 
places,  and  in  twelve  hours  time 
the  half  of  the  water  was  already 
run  out.  This  water,  fo  filtrated, 
was  tinged  with  a  very  deep  red 
colour,  though  the  bladder  feerned 
clear  and  tranfparent  before  the 
experiment.  Hence  it  was  judged, 
that  the  drong  tendon  of  the  blad¬ 
der,  when  it  was  filled  with  air, 
had  made  the  blood  to  pafs  out 
that  was  contained  in  the  infinity 
of  the  fmall  blood  -  veflels  with 
which  this  membrane  is  diflemi- 
nated,  and  that  this  blood,  which 
was  died  between  the  fibres,  had 
been  carried  off- by  the  water  that 
oozed  through,  and  gave  it  this 
drong  tinclure.  In  fad,  the  blad¬ 
der  became  very  white  after  the 
water  was  intirely  run  out. 

Hereupon  M.  de  la  Hire  con- 
jedgred,  that  the  membrane  of  the 
bladder  mud  be  pierced  with  an 
infinity  of  fmall  holes,  each,  fur¬ 
nilhed  with  its  valve  ;  and  that 
thole  valves  are  fo  dlfpofed'H fhat 
water  may  enter  therein  from  .with¬ 
out  inwardly  in  the  natural  date  of 
the  bladder  ;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
that  neither  water  nor  air  can  pafs 
through  it  from  within  outward¬ 
ly,  howfoever  great  the  compref- 
fion  of  the  air  may  be  when  Amt 
up  in  this  membrane.  The  mod 
proper  condrudion  of  thofe  valves 
for  producing  thefe  effeds  is,  ac¬ 
cording  to  M.  de  la  Hire,  the  fame 
as  may  be  obferved  in  the  valves 
of  the  colon  of  feme  fillies.  The 
valves  of  the  bladder  will  therefore 
be  as  papillae  formed  by  a  dud 
that  proceeds  by  diminifhing  to¬ 
wards  the  interior  of  the  mem¬ 
brane. 
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hrane,  and  which  may  give  an  eafy 
entrance  to  the  furrounding  li¬ 
quids  ;  but  which,  on  the  contra¬ 
ry,  (hut  exa&ly  the  paftage  from 
within  to  without  in  flatting  and 
lying  upon  the  internal  body  of 
the  bladder. 

M.  de  la  Hire  drew  from  this 
experiment  fume  conjectures  in  re¬ 
gard  to  the  dropfy,  which,  accord¬ 
ing  to  him,  might  be  only  a  dif- 
temper  of  the  bladder,  whofe  pores 
or  apertures  fhould  happen  to  be 
ftopt  up  by  fome  caufe  or  other  : 
In  this  ft  ate  it  is  eafy  to  compre¬ 
hend  it  would  no  longer  receive 
the  waters  of  the  lower  belly, 
which  come  there  continually  by 
palling  through  the  membranes  of 
the  ftomach,  as  M.  Mery  has  ex¬ 
perienced. 

It  is,  perhaps,  alfo,  by  this  way, 
that  the  mineral  waters  which  are 
drank,  are  fo  eafily  and  readily 
evacuated. 


Obfervaticns  on  fome  extraordinary 
fymptoms  occajioned  by  nutmeg  ta¬ 
ken  in  too  great  a  quantity .  By 
j Dr.  "Jacob  Schimidius  .—From  the 
Ephemendes  of  the  Curious . 

JJnica  nux  prodejl,  nocet  altera ,  tertia  mor$ 
ejl.  Schol.  Salem. 

One  nut  is  •wbolefonteJ  a  Je.ond  is  huxtfuly 
a  tbirp  is  mortal, 

SEVERAL  authors  pretend 
that  it  is  the  common  nut 
which  is  pointed  out  by  this  verfe 
of  the  fchool  of  Salernurn,  and  that 
it  was  only  intended  thereby  to 
fignify,  that,  in  general,  it  is  an 
aliment  of  a  very  bad  quality,  in 
whatever  fmall  quantity  it  may  be 
eaten.  It  appears  however  more 
probable,  that  the  authors  of  that 
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work  had  in  view  three  different 
kinds  of  nuts,  and  that  their  mean¬ 
ing  is,  that  the  nutmeg  is  of  fer- 
vice  to  health,  that  the  common 
nut  is  on  the  contrary  hurtful  to 
the  body,  and  that  the  nux  vomi¬ 
ca  is  a  fort  of  poifon.  But  what 
fhould  one  think,  if  I  undertook 
to  prove  that  the  nutmeg  alone 
poffeffes  thefe  three  different  qua¬ 
lities  ;  that  it  is  at  the  fame  time 
falutary  in  certain  cafes,  in  others! 
dangerous,  and  that  it  is  fometimes 
mortal  ;  and  that  confequently  the 
verfe  of  the  fchool  of  Salernurn  had 
no  other  nut  in  view  but  this  ?  Be 
the  matter  as  it  may,  I  fhall  re¬ 
late,  in  a  few  words,  what  I  ob- 
ferved  touching  its  properties  and 
effeCls. 

A  gentleman  of  Lower  Silelia, 
about  thirty-fix  years  old,  of  a 
good  conftitution,  and  who  en¬ 
joyed  a  good  ftate  of  health,  hav¬ 
ing  felt,  during  fome  days,  a  belly— 
ach  occafioned  by  wind,  took  it 
in  his  head,  in  order  to  mitigate 
the  pain,  to  eat  four  nutmegs, 
which  weighed  all  together  two 
ounces,  and  he  drank,  in  eating 
them,  fome  glaffes  of  beer  ;  which 
he  had  no  fooner  done  but  was 
feized  with  a  great  heat,  a  violent 
pain  in  the  head,  a  vertigo  and 
delirium,  and  inftantly  deprived 
of  the  ufe  of  fight,  fpeech,  and  all 
his  fenfes.  He  was  put  to  bed, 
where  he  fpent  two  days  and  two 
nights  ;  his  body  was  opprefled 
with  laftitude,  always  drowfy,  yet 
without  being  able  to  fteep.  Being 
called  upon  to  fee  him  the  third 
day,  I  found  on  him  all  the  fymp- 
toms  I  have  related,  and  he  was. 
in  that  lethargic  ftate  which  is 
called  a  coma  vigil,  with  a  weak 
and  intermitting  pulfe.  I  made 
him  immediately  take  fome  cepha- 
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He  remedies,  cordials,  and  among 
others,  the  fpirit  of  cephalic  vi¬ 
triol,  and  the  e  fie  nee  of  caftoreum, 
in  good  fpirit  of  fal  ammoniac. 
The  fourth  day  he  recovered  a 
little  out  of  his  lethargic  (late, 
but  had  abfolutely  loft  his  me¬ 
mory,  fo  as  not  to  remember  the 
leaft  thing  he  had  done  in  his  life, 
A  continued  fever  then  came  upon 
him,  accompanied  by  an  ob.ftinate 
watchful nefs :  a  palpitation  of  the 
heart  feemed  to  be  the  forerunner 
of  ether  fymptoms,  and  he  was 
finally  {truck  with  a  palfy  in  all 
bis  limbs* 

At  the  expiration  of  eight  days, 
he  recovered  the  ufe  of  reafon,  and 
told  us,  that,  during  the  fir  ft  four 
days  of  his  illnefs,  he  feemed  to 
himfelf  to  have  conftantly  a  thick 
veil  before  his  eyes,  and  that  a 
great  number  of  fparks  and  fiafh.es 
continually  iftiied  from  it.  All 
the  bad  fymptoms  of  this  malady 
yielded  at  laft  fucceflively  to  the 
continued  ufe  of  remedies  appro¬ 
priated  to  his  Hate  ;  and  in  three 
months  time  he  was  perfectly  re¬ 
covered,  but  he  was  particularly 
indebted,  for  his  cure,  to  mercu¬ 
rial  and  ammoniacal  remedies. 

According  to  chemical  princi¬ 
ples,  it  might  perhaps  be  faid, 
that  the  aromatic  and  oily  fait 
contained  in  nutmeg,  of  which 
this  patient  had  taken  too  large  a 
dofe,  had  immediately  excited  fo 
great  an  agitation  in  the  humours, 
and  fo  rapid  a  motion  in  the  ani¬ 
mal  fpirits,  that  in  feme  meafure 
they  had  contracted  an  igneous 
nature  ;  and  that  a  vifeid  and  nar¬ 
cotic  fulphur,  which  refides  like- 
wife  in  the  nutmeg,  though  in  a 
lefs  fenfible  manner,  being  carried 
at  the  fame  time  into  the  mafs 
of  the  blood,  by  fuddenly  fixing 


the  animal  fpirits  fo  exalted,  and 
intercepting  their  courfe  in  the 
nerves,  had  afterwards  caufed  the 
ftupor  in  the  limbs,  the  aphony, 
and  the  palfy.  But  I  leave  others 
to  give  us  an  explanation  of  thefe 
phenomena,  and  I  have  only  in 
view,  by  communicating  this  ob- 
fervation,  to  fhevv  that  the  immo¬ 
derate  ufe  of  nutmeg  may  be  at¬ 
tended  with  very  great  danger. 

An  account  of  a  Dzuarf  kept  in  the 
palace  of  the  late  King  of  Poland. 
P'r  an  fated  from  the  laf  <vol.  of 
BufFonb  Natural  Hiforyt  juft 
puhlijhed . 

HE  parents  of  this  dwarf 
j[  were  healthy  ftrong  peafants ; 
who  affirmed,  that  at  the  time  of 
his  birth,  he  fcarcely  weighed  a 
pound  and  a  quarter.  It  is  pat 
known  what  were  then  his  ct\?* 
menfions,  but  one  may  judge  they 
were  very  final!,  as  he  was  pre¬ 
fen  ted  upon  a  plate  to  be  bap¬ 
tized,  and  for  a  long  time  had  a 
wooden  fiioe  for  his  bed.  His 
mouth,  though  well  proportioned 
to  the  reft  of  his  body,  was  not 
large  enough  to  receive  the  nipple 
of  the  mother  ;  he  was  fuckled 
therefore  by  a  goat,  and  fhe  per., 
formed  the  part  of  a  nurfe  admi¬ 
rably  well.  When  fix  months  old 
he  had  the  fmall-pox,  and  reco¬ 
vered  without  any  other  afliftance 
than  the  care  of  the  mother  and 
the  milk  of  the  goaf.  At  the  age 
of  eighteen  months  he  could  ar¬ 
ticulate  feme  words.  At  two 
years  he  could  fupport  himfelf 
upon  his  legs,  and  walk  almoft: 
without  affillance  ;  a  pair  oi‘  fhoe.s 
were  then  made  for  him.  which 
Were,  no  more  than  an  inch  and  a 
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half  in  length.  He  was  attacked 
by  feveral  difeafes  ;  but  there  were 
no  marks  of  any  other  difeafe  on 
the  {kin  beiides  the  fmall-pox, — 
He  was  now  fix  years  of  age  :  hi¬ 
therto  his  food  had  been  garden- 
huff,  bacon,  and  potatoes  ;  his 
height  was  about  fifteen  inches, 
and  he  did  not  weigh  more  than 
thirteen  pounds  ;  his  perfon  was 
agreeable  and  well  proportioned  ; 
he  was  in  perfect  health,  but  there 
was  little  appearance  of  intellect. — 
At  this  time  the  King  of  Poland 
ordered  him  to  Luneville,  gave 
him  the  name  of  Bebe,  and  kept 
him  in  his  palace. 

Bebe  thus  exchanged  the  condi- 
tion  of  a  peafant  for  the  luxuries 
of  a  court  ;  but  he  experienced  no 
change  either  in  his  body  or  his 
mind.  He  had  no  fenfe  of  reli¬ 
gion  ;  was  incapable  of  reafoning  ; 
could  learn  neither  mufic  or  dan¬ 
cing  ;  was  fufceptible  however  of 
paffions  particularly  anger,  ]ea- 
loufy,  et  le  defir  ardent .  —  When, 
fixteen  years  old,  he  was  only 
twenty-one  inches  in  height  ;  he 
was  hill  healthy  and  well  propor¬ 
tioned  ;  but  at  this  time,  la  puberte 
produifit  Jur  les  organes  de  la  gene¬ 
ration  un  trop  grand  effefii  ;  his 
hrength  began  to  decreafe,  the 
fpine  became  crooked,  the  head 
fell  forwards,  the  legs  were  en¬ 
feebled,  one  fhoulder-blade  pro¬ 
jected,  the  nofe  was  greatly  en¬ 
larged  ;  Bebe  loll  his  gaiety,  and 
became  a  valetudinarian  ;  and  yet 
his  ftature  was  increafed  four  inches 
in  the  four  fucceeding  years. — — 
M.  ie  Comte  de  Treffan,  foretold 
that  this  dwarf  would  die  of  old 
age  before  he  was  thirty  ;  and  in 
effeCt  fo  it  was,  for  at  twenty-one, 
he  was  fhrunk  and  decrepit ;  and 
at  twenty-two,  it  was  with  diffi¬ 


culty  he  could  make  an  hundred 
Iteps  fucceffively.— In  his  twenty- 
third  year,  he  was  attacked  with 
a  flight  fever,  and  fell  into  a  kind 
of  lethargy  ;  he  had  fome  intervals, 
but  fpoke  with  great  difficulty  : 
For  the  five  lah  days,  his  ideas 
feemed  to  be  more  clear  than  when, 
he  was  in  health.  This  difeafe  foon 
proved  fatal.— At  the  time  of  his 
death,  he  meafured.  thirty  -  three 
inches. 


Nenjj  experiments  concerning  the  pu°> 
trefdfilion  of  the  juices  and  humours 
of  animal  bodies .  By  M.  Jean 
Maptife  Gaber.  Branfated  from 
the  Memoirs  of  the  Academy  of 
Burin, 

A  -p  H  E  great  Lord  Chancellor 
X  Bacon,  who  may  be  confi. 
dered  as  the  reflorer  of  philofophy, 
was  well  apprifed  of  the  great  ad¬ 
vantages  which  medical  and  natu¬ 
ral  knowledge  would  derive  from 
a  judicious  hiftory  of  putrefaCHoa 
founded  upon  experiment.  I  fhall 
not,  however,  attempt  fuch  a  work 
in  its  utmoll:  extent,  nor  even  to 
furnifh  materials  for  fuch  a  work, 
with  refpeCl  to  all  fubje&s,  for  fear 
my  attention  fhould  be  too  much 
divided  among  a  great  variety  of 
fads  to  be  properly  employed  upon 
any.  I  fhali  con  fine  myfelf  to 
the  animal  juices  ;  and,  indeed, 
my  experiments  have  been  made 
only  on  the  moll  confiderabie  of 
them,  or  fuch,  at  leaft,  as  appear¬ 
ed  to  me  to  be  the  moil  proper 
to  throw  light  upon  the  internal 
caufes  of  many  difeafes,  upon  their 
effects  or  fymptoms,  and  the  indi¬ 
cations  of  cure. 

1.  A  man  aged  about  fifty  years, 
died  of  an  inveterate  jaundice  with¬ 
out 
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out  a  fever ;  and  his  body  having 
lain  about  24  hours  in  a  cold  place 
in  winter,  was  then  opened.  The 
large  inteftines  were  found  infardt- 
ed  with  afh-coloured  excrements ; 
and  the  fmall  ones  contained  here 
and  there  a  kind  of  yellow  mucus  5 
the  gall-bladder  watdiftended  with 
a  great  excefs  of  bile,  nearly  black. 
Some  of  this  bile  I  received  in  a 
glafs,  from  an  aperture  which  I 
made  in  the  vehicle,  and  found 
it  not  very  fetid,  but  fomething 
glewy  and  tenacious.  1  put  a  fmall 
part  of  it  into  another  veflel,  and 
poured  upon  it  a  drop  or  two  of 
aqua-fortis;  the  mixture  imme¬ 
diately  effervefced,  and  feveral  air 
bubbles  rofe  to  the  furface,  with  a 
hiffirig  which  was  audible  when  I 
brought  my  ear  clofe  to  the  veflel, 
and  the  mixture  became  fenfibly 
warm. 

2.  I  divided  the  remainder  of  the 
bile  into  three  parts,  which  I  pla¬ 
ced  in  open  glaffes,  where  they 
were  expofed  to  different  degrees 
of  heat,  which  anfwered  to  the 
35th,  25th,  and  10th  degrees  of 
Reaumur’s  thermometer.  At  the 
end  of  twenty-four  hours  I  mixed 
them  with  acids  ;  the  bile  which 
had  been  placed  in  a  degree  of  heat 
anfwering  to  35,  was  moll:  diluted, 
and  gave  very  flight  indications  of 
effervefcence  ;  that  which  had  flood 
in  25,  was  alfo  diluted,  and  the 
acid  produced  a  more  fenfible  ef¬ 
fervefcence,  but  ftill  very  flight; 
and  the  bile,  which  having  been  ex¬ 
pofed  only  to  the  temperament  of 
the  air,  which  might  perhaps  vary 
from  feven  to  ten,  prefer vea  its 
tenacity,  and  fermented  as  forcibly 
as  in  Experim.  1.  This  experi¬ 
ment  was  repeated  a  few  hours  af¬ 
terwards,  in  the  prefence  of  feveral 


eminent  perfons,  and  the  effe&  Ms 
the  fame. 

3.  Some  blood  which  was  taken 
from  a  vein  of  the  dead  body  at  the 
fame  time,  appeared  to  be  of  a  yel- 
lowifti  red.  Some  of  this  blood 
being  immediately  mixed  with  fpi- 
rit  of  nitre,  effervefced,  but  much 
lefs  than  the  bile*  This  mixture 
being  left  to  digeft  for  fome  hours, 
a  yellow  ferum  feparated  from  the 
blood,  and  covered  its  whole  fur- 
face :  this  blood  being  fubje&ed  to 
the  fame  heat  as  the  bile,  and  for 
the  fame  time  in  the  ftove,  appeared 
more  difpofed  to  effervefcence  than 
the  bile ;  but  this  difpofition  after¬ 
wards  gradually  diminifhed. 

4.  From  thefe  experiments  the 
following  obfervations  may  be 
drawn. 

1.  That  in  difeafed  bodies  the 
humours  may  become  fo  alkalefcent 
as  to  effervefce  with  acids  ;  for  it 
is  not  probable,  that  the  humours, 
on  which  thefe  experiments  were 
made,  effervefced  in  confequence  of 
any  alteration  they  had  fuffered  af¬ 
ter  the  body  was  dead  ;  it  having 
been  kept  only  24  hours  in  a  cold 
place,  and  in  cold  weather,  where 
the  fame  humours  taken  from  a 
healthy  body  would  fcarce  have 
acquired  fuch  a  degree  of  alkaief- 
cence  in  many  days. 

2.  That  a  very  flight  degree  of 
putrefadlion  and  fetor,  which  is 
not  fuffcient  to  produce  alkalef- 
cence  out  of  the  body,  as  appears 
by  experiments  related  in  the  fe- 
quel,  will  produce  alkalefcence  in 
the  body. 

3.  That  alkali  formed  in  the 
body,  and  contained  in  the  bile,  is 
extremely  volatile,  fince  a  heat  of 
23  degrees  made  the  greateft  part 
of  it  evaporate;  and  that  the  fame 
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alkali  contained  in  the  blood,  be¬ 
ing  a  little  more  entangled  with 
other  elements,  is,  consequently, 
lefs  volatile  ;  Since  the  Same  degree 
of  heat,  continued  Sor  the  Same 
time,  diffipated  but  a  very  incon- 
ftderable  part  oS  it. 

4.  This  observation  inclines  me 
to  SuSpedc,  that,  in  other  experi¬ 
ments  upon  putrefaction,  in  which 
Some  operators  affirm,  that  they 
have  Seen  indubitable  proofs  of  the 
prefence  of  an  alkali  ;  and  others 
lay,  they  have  Scarce  discovered 
any  indications  at  all  :  the  diffe¬ 
rence  is  the  effeCt  of  different  de¬ 
grees  of  heat,  the  ftalenefs  of  the 
fubltance  expofed  to  the  heat,  or 
the  different  volatility  of  the  alkali, 
arifing  from  its  cohelion  with  other 
principles, 

6.  The  fame  experiments  that  I 
made  upon  morbid  bile,  I  made 
alfo  upon  healthy  bile,  upon  blood, 
and  upon  Serum.  I  divided  each 
of  thefe  liquors  into  three  parts, 
which  I  Separately  expofed  to  the 
three  different  decrees  of  heat  men- 
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tioned  above  ;  and  having  Submit¬ 
ted  them  Severally  to  the  adion  of 
mineral  acids,  I  found  the  bile 
moft  difpofed  to  effervefce  ;  and 
Baglivi  has  obfervea,  that  it  Cor¬ 
rupts  Sooner  than  any  other  hu¬ 
mour.  I  found  that  human  bile 
was  more  difpofed  to  effervefce 
than  the  bile  of  an  ox  ;  that  cor¬ 
rupt  blood  ferments  with  acids  hill 
Bower,  and  that  Serum  ferments 
flower  than  blood.  In  all  thefe 


experiments,  the  effervefcence  was 
attended  with  the  fame  phenome¬ 
na  that  are  related,  f/hzr.  i  „).  Pu- 
trefcent  humours  not  only  effer^ 
vefce  with  mineral  acids,  but  with 
very  weak  diftilled  vinegar.  The 
Several  portions  of  thefe  humours 
that  have  been  expofed  to  artificial 
heat,  become  fetid,  and  effervefce 
fooneft,  and  foonell  arrive  at  the 
laft  Stage  of  fermentation.  When 
this  happens,  the  fermentation 
ceafes  *,  though  the  heat  is  conti- 
nued  ;  and  the  Smell,  which  till 
then  is  intolerably  fetid,  becomes 
herbaceous,  and  is  not  difagree- 
able  f.  The  fetor  manifefts  itfelf 
Sooner,  and  lafts  longer,  than  the 
alkalefcence. 

6.  To  put  the  effervefcence  of 
putrefcent  humours  with  mineral 
acids  beyond  a  doubt,  I  muft  now 
obferve,  that  the  aqua~fortis  which. 
1  ufed  in  my  experiments  was  very 
weak,  and  Such  as  produced  no 
motion  in  common  water  ;  and 
this  effervefcence  is  So  far  from 
being  the  effect  of  concentering  the 
acids  J,  that,  in  my  opinion,  the 
acids  may  be  fo  concentered  as  to 
render  the  effervefcence  lefs,  prin¬ 
cipally  becaufe  the  animal  humours 
refill  effervefcence,  in  proportion 
as  they  unite  with  acids  Speedily 
and  intimately;  for  when  I  made 
life  of  diltilled  vinegar,  not  llrong 
enough  to  coagulate  the  putrefcent 
humours,  I  obferved  that  the  effer¬ 
vefcence  was  equally  violent,  and 
I  have  Seen  diftilled  vinegar  ooe- 

O  i 


*  It  has  Sometimes  happened,  that  ferum,  expofed  to  an  heat  equal  to  35, 
has  not  effervefced ;  which  gives  caufe  to  fufpect  that  the  alkali  contained  in  it 
riiftipates  in  proportion  to  the  force  and  continuance  of  the  heat. 

f  This  always  happens  in  the  procefs  of  vegetation.  All  putrefcent  humours 
depofited  in  a  warm  place  foon  become  rancid,  and  contract  a  itrong  fmell, 
which,  after  a  long  time,  refembles  that  of  amber. 

J  Which  is  the  cafe  with  bile  not  in  a  putrelcent  ftate. 
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rate  To  powerfully  upon  a  putrid 
ferum,  as  wholly  to  convert  it  into 
froth. 

7.  When  I  was  reading  Dr. 
Pringle’s  experiments  upon  inis 
fubjeft,  I  obferved  that  he  fome- 
times  expofed  putrefcent  fubftances 
to  an  heat  equal  to  the  icoth  de¬ 
gree  of  Farenheit’s  thermometer  *, 
which  is  nearly  the  fame  with  the 
30th  degree  of  Reaumur’s. — -Now, 
it  is  certain,  that  at  this  degree  of 
heat,  animal  humours  very  foon 
become  putrid  ;  but  then  they  lofe 
as  foon  the  alkalefcence  which  they 
derive  from  putrefaction,  if  this 
degree  of  heat  is  continued  ;  fo 
that  as  the  corrupting  humours 
manifeft  their  alkalefcent  quality 
for  a  very  fnort  time  only,  it  might 
eafily  happen  that  no  fign  of  aika- 
lefcence  appeared  in  this  experi¬ 
ment,  if  it  was  not  made  in  the 
critical  moment  :  I  mean,  if  he  ex¬ 
amined  the  putrefcent  humours  a 
little  before  the  alkali  was  formed, 
or  a  little  after  it  had  evaporated. 
And  fuppofing  the  experiment  to 
have  been  critically  made,  ftill  as 
the  ambient  heat  would  have  caufed 
the  alkali  to  evaporate  almoft  in- 
tirely  as  foon  as  it  was  formed, 
Dr.  Pringle  would  have  perceived 
very  flight  tokens  of  effervefcence, 
though  with  a  lefs  degree  of  heat 
they  would  have  been  confiderable  • 
confequently,  if  that  ingenious  and 
accurate  obferver  had  made  his  ex¬ 
periments  with  a  degree  of  heat  juft 
equal  to  that  with  which  I  made 
mine,  the  refult,  c&teris  paribus , 
would  have  been  the  fame. 

8.  I  received  fome  blood  as  it 
iffued  from  the  arm  in  a  phial  ;  and 
having  diffolved  it,  or  broken  its 

*  The  freezing  point  in  Farenheit’s 
the  htft  is  marked  o,  the  latter  8a. 
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texture,  by  continual  agitation,  I 
left  it  to  putrify.  I  obferved  that 
its  fine  florid  red  colour  infenfibly 
faded  to  a  blackifh  brown  ;  but 
this  change  did  not  take  place  in 
the  whole  mafs  at  the  fame  time; 
it  began  at  the  furface,  and  gra¬ 
dually  defcended. 

9.  Blood  in  this  date  does  not 
putrify  fo  foon,  nor  fo  foon  give 
figns  of  alkalefcence,  as  the  red 
part  feparated  from  the  ferum,  be- 
caufe  the  ferum  putrifi.es  more 
flowiy  than  any  other  animal  hu¬ 
mour. 

10.  After  having  difcovered,  by 
the  foregoing  experiments,  that 
the  alkali  flies  off  with  a  flight  de¬ 
gree  of  heat,  I  was  defirous  to  try 
if  I  could  recover  and  retain  it.  I 
therefore  put  into  an  alembic  of 
glafs  fome  ferum  which  had  fepa¬ 
rated  from  blood  taken  a  few  hours 
before  from  a  feverifh  patient,  and 
I  placed  it  in  a  degree  of  heat  be¬ 
tween  25  and  28  of  Reaumur’s 
fcaie  :  I  palled  the  neck  of  the 
alembic  through  a  hole  which  was 
made  for  that  purpofe,  in  the 
wooden  covering  of  the  hove,  that 
the  head  of  it  might  be  in  the 
fame  temperament  with  the  air  of 
the  chamber,  which  was  equal  to 
about  the  10th  degree  of  the  fame 
fcaie,  and  that  the  exhaling  vapour 
might  condenfe  there  into  liquor: 
to  the  fpout  of  the  head  of  the 
alembic,  I  luted  a  bottle  as  a  re¬ 
ceiver,  and  at  the  end  of  every 
two  days  I  had  about  two  drachms 
of  this  diddled  liquor,  upon  which 
I  poured  acids,  with  different  ef¬ 
fects.  That  part  which  came  over 
fir  ft,  had  the  fmell  and  tafie  of  fe¬ 
rum  ;  it  was  clear  and  tranfparent, 

is  32,  the  boiling  212.  On  Reaumur’s 
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and  did  not  effervefce  either  with 
acids  or  alkalies.  The  next  por¬ 
tion  was  llightly  fetid,  but  nearly 
of  the  fame  take  and  transparency 
as  the  firft  ;  the  third  differed  little 
from  the  fecond  ;  but  the  fourth 
was  extremely  fetid,  foul,  opake, 
and  of  a  pale  colour  ;  it  did  not, 
however,  effervefce,  but  acids 
llightly  tinged  it  with  red  ;  the 
fifth,  which  came  over  after  the 
tenth  day,  and  was  clear,  effervef- 
ced  with  acids,  and  produced  a 
hilling  which  became  fenfible  when 
the  ear  was  brought  clofe  to  the 
veffel ;  it  alfo  produced  bubbles  and 
froth  :  the  fixth  portion  was  equal¬ 
ly  limpid,  but  effervefced  more 
nightly,  and  when  1  perceived  that 
nothing  more  would  come  over  with 
this  degree  of  heat,  I  broke  the  a- 
lernbic  to  examine  the  refiduum  : 
I  found  it  a  vifcous  cruk,  reffm- 
bling  wax,  of  a  reddifh  colour  ,  and 
extremely  fetid,  but  the  affufion  of 
acids  produced  not  the  leak  figns 
of  effervefcence.  This  experi¬ 
ment,  I  thought,  proved  to  de- 
monkration,  that  alkali  evaporates 
with  a  degree  of  heat  from  25  to 
28  ;  that  being  collected  in  a  re¬ 
ceiver,  it  will  effervefce,  and  that 
the  refiduum  is  a  mafs  extremely 
fetid,  wholly  deftitute  of  alkali, 
and,  confequently,  no  effervefcence 
is  to  be  expeSed  by  pouring  acids 
upon  it. 

1 1 .  Some  blood  which  I  kept  in 
a  glafs  veffel  clofe  kopped,  retained 
its  alkalefcence  a  long  time,  though 
it  was  expofed  to  a  degree  of  heat 
equal  to  25  ;  but  upon  unkopping 
the  veffel,  it  flew  off  with  great  vio¬ 
lence,  in  a  vapour  extremely  fetid. 
The  explofion  was  probably  cauf- 
ed  by  the  expanfion  of  the  air,  in 
confequence  of  the  putrefaction  ; 
and  this  experiment  fhews  why  the 
Yol.  X, 


humours  that  are  contained  in  the 
veffels  of  a  human  body,  become 
alkalefcent  while  they  are  yet  fcarce 
fetid,  at  the  fame  time  that  drawn 
from  the  body,  and  kept  in  open 
veffels,  they  become  fetid  before 
they  giye  kgns  of  alkalefcence.  As 
foon  as  they  begin  to  form  alkali 
in  the  veffels,  the  alkali  is  retained, 
but  as  it  exhales  from  a  veffel  ex¬ 
pofed  to  the  air,  a  greater  quantity 
muk  be  formed  than  exhales,  be- 
fore  it  can  become  fenfible. 

12.  As  ferum  fubjeCled  to  the 
experiment  in  a  found  hate  did  not 
give  up  its  alkali  in  lefs  than  ter* 
days,  it  may  be  fairly  inferred  tha't 
it  does  not  in  lefs  time  become  cor¬ 
rupt,  it  being  certain,  in  the  krk 
place,  that  humours  corrupt  flow 
ly  in  a  clofed  veffel  ;  and,  in  the 
Second  place,  that  of  all  humours, 
the  ferum  continues  longek  uncor- 
rupt.^ 

I  did  not  doubt,  but  that  ferum, 
already  corrupt,  would,  in  dikilla- 
tion,  give  up  its  alkali  immediate¬ 
ly,  I  therefore  made  the  fame  ex¬ 
periments  upon  corrupt  ferum, 
that  I  had  made  upon  found  :  My 
principal  view  was  to  determine, 
exactly,  the  time  when  the  alkali 
would  begin  to  fly  off,  and  after 
having  collected  the  diflilled  li¬ 
quor,  to  try  whether  it  would 
change  the  blue  vegetable  colour 
of  violets  to  a  green,  which  the 
flownefs  of  the  preceding  experi¬ 
ment  had  prevented  me  from  at¬ 
tempting.  I  took  for  this  purpofe 
fome  blood  in  fuch  a  itate  of  pu- 
trefcence  as  to  effervefce  with  a- 
cids,  and  having  put  it  into  a  glafs 
alembic,  I  expofed  it  to  the  fame 
degree  of  heat  with  the  fame  pre-» 
cautions  and  apparatus  as  in  the 
preceding  experiments.  The  fjrff 
day  I  collected  two  drachms  of  the 
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diftilled  liquor,  which  I  expofed  to 
the  action  of  various  acids,  and  a 
violent  effervescence  enfued :  I  then 
poured  fome  of  the  fame  liquor 
upon  fyrup  of  violets,  and  it  pro¬ 
duced  as  fine  a  green  as  Spirit  of 
hartfhorn  ;  this  tindure  having 
been  changed  to  a  red,  by  the  affu- 
fion  of  a  few  drops  of  aqua-fortis, 
became  again  blue,  upon  pouring 
into  it  fome  more  of  the  diftilled 
liquor.  The  liquor  that  diftilled 
the  five  following  days,  gave  the 
fame  indications  of  an  alkali.  As 
the  diftillation  entirely  ceafed  after 
this  time,  I  broke  the  alembic,  and 
found  juit  fuch  a  relid uum  as  be¬ 
fore,  but  under  it  there  was  a  fmall 
portion  of  liquor,  reduced  to  the 
confidence  of  fyrup,  which  retain¬ 
ed  Somewhat  of  an  alkaline  quality, 
but  fo  weak,  that  having  expofed 
it  about  twelve  hours  in  a  window 
where  the  heat  of  the  air  was  equal 
to  about  ten  degrees  of  Reaumur’s 
fcale,  the  alkali  totally  disap¬ 
peared. 

13.  This  effervefcence,  and 
power  of  changing  fyrup  of  violets 
green,  proves  that  putrefcent  hu¬ 
mours  form  a  true  alkalis  which 
exhales  with  a  very  flight  heat.  I 
would  have  made  the  experiment 
upon  the  fyrup  of  violets  with  the 
putrid  humours  themfelves,  but  the 
opacity  of  the  ferum,  the  red  co¬ 
lour  of  the  blood,  and  the  yellow- 
nefs  of  the  bile,  would  have  ren¬ 
dered  it  doubtful. 

14.  As  the  refiduum  left  in  the 
alembic  after  diftillation,  though 
not  alkalefcent,  is  extremely  fetid, 
it  is  evident  that  though  the  alkali 
may  difengage  and  exalt  this  fetor, 
and  render  it  more  penetrating,  it 
is  not  the  productive  caufe  of  it, 
becaufe  the  fetor  remains  when  the 
alkali  is  departed. 


15.  But  as  both  the  alkalefcence 
and  fetor  difappear  in  the  fame 
degree  of  heat,  if  long  continued 
(Par.  5.)  it  appears  that  this  fetor 
is  produced  by  the  effluvia  of  parts 
extremely  volatile,  but  different 
from  volatile  alkali,  which,  though 
Sooner  produced,  are  more  Slowly 
diffipated,  fince  the  fetor  generally 
continues  longer  than  the  alkalef- 
cence.  Alkalefcence  may,  how¬ 
ever,  be  Sometimes  connected  with 
a  Slight  fetor  ;  and,  on  the  contra¬ 
ry,  extreme  fetor  may  fubfift  with¬ 
out  alkalefcence.  This  is  a  con¬ 
firmation  of  the  difference  between 
the  fetid  and  alkaline  particles, 
which  the  ingenious  Dr.  Pringle 
has  demonftrated  by  another  argu¬ 
ment  ;  he  obferves,  that  the  exha¬ 
lations  of  frefii  urine  are  not  per¬ 
nicious,  though  they  contain  more 
alkali  than  any  fubftance  in  a  Slate 
of  putrefaClion,  the  odour  of  which 
is  pernicious  in  the  higheft  degree. 
Putrid  effluvia,  therefore,  are  of  a 
different  nature  from  alkaline  Salt. 

16.  This  being  the  fad,  it  fol¬ 
lows  that  a  volatile  alkali  is  not 
a  neceffarv  produCt  of  putrefaction, 
and  that  the  degree  of  alkalefcence 
is  not  equal  to  that  of  putrefadion  ; 
but  that,  with  refped  to  vegetable 
fubftances,  neutral  Salts,  if  mixed 
with  oil,  become  volatile  by  means 
of  putrefcence,  though  in  animal 
bodies  alkali  commences  by  the  ac¬ 
tion  of  the  bowels,  where  envelop¬ 
ed  with  other  principles,  it  becomes 
perfed,  or  manifefts  Itfelf  by  pu¬ 
trefadion  ;  and  that  for  this  reafon, 
putrefaClion  engenders  a  quantity 
of  alkali  more  considerable  in  pro¬ 
portion  as  it  finds  in  putrefcent 
bodies  more  falts,  and  other  ele¬ 
ments,  capable,  by  mixing  with 
falts,  of  communicating  to  them 
an  alkalefcent  volatility.  Upon 
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tne  whole,  if  it  is  conftdered,  ift. 
That  acefcent  plants,  plants  that 
yield  an  acid  in  diftillation,  yield 
very  little  of  it  when  they  are  con¬ 
verted  into  blood  or  humours  by 
the  actions  of  the  folids  in  an  ani- 
tnal  body  ;  that  they  putrify  al- 
moft  immediately,  and  yield  in 
diftillation,  inftead  of  an  acid,  an 
alkali  in  a  great  quantity  ;  2d] y, 
That  an  alkali  is  fooner  brought 
6ft'  by  diftillation  from  putrified 
fubftances  than  others.  3dly,  That 
almoft  all  falts  are  deftroyed  by 
the  adtion  of  the  bowels,  and  pu- 
trefcence,  and  that  no  alkali  is 
found  in  the  afties  of  bodies  con- 
fumed  by  fire  ;  and,  4thly,  That 
the  humours  which  abound  with 
falts,  particularly  the  urine,  afford 
the  greateft  quantity  of  alkali,  af¬ 
ter  putrefaction  ;  I  fhall  be  jufti- 
fied  in  adopting  the  opinion  of  the 
chymifts,  who  fuppofe  that  volatile 
falts  owe  their  origin  to  other  falts, 
which  are  thus  changed.*  by  the 
adtion  of  the  bowels  in  animal  bo¬ 
dies,  by  putrefaction,  and  by  fire, 
and  that,  totally  lofing  their  ori¬ 
ginal  form,  they  become  alkalies. 
Upon  this  fuppofition  it  will  be 
eafy  to  conceive  how  volatile  falts 
refill  putrefaction,  as  well  as  falts 
of  other  kinds,  although  putre¬ 
faction  produces  them.  The  quan¬ 
tity  of  alkaline  falts  produced  by 
putrefaction,  is  indeed  in  propor¬ 
tion  to  the  quantity  of  natural  falts 
pre-exifting  in  the  putrefying  fub¬ 
ftances  ;  but  as  tHefe  falts  are  not 
fufftcient  to  prevent  putrefaction, 
it  is  not  furprifing  that  the  alkali 
which  refults,  cannot  arreft  its  pro- 
gref3.  If  the  natural  falts  had  been 
Itill  more  abundant,  there  is  reafon 
to  think  that  they  might  have  re¬ 
tarded  its  eft'eCts  ;  for  urine,  which 
contains  the  greateft  quantity  of 


falts, is  leaft  fubjeCt  to  putrefaction ; 
and  when  it  is  become  putrid,  its 
effluvia  is  lefs  hurtful  than  the  ef¬ 
fluvia  of  any  other  humour,  which 
Can  be  attributed  only  to  the  abun¬ 
dance  of  the  pre-exifting  falts,  and 
the  ftrength  of  the  alkali  that  is 
formed  out  of  them. 

1 7.  The  urine  of  a  perfon  in. 
health  will  not  become  putrid  In 
lefs  than  three  days,  fo  as  to  effer- 
vefce  with  acids  ;  but  the  urine  of 
a  perfon  fick  of  a  putrid  fever,  will 
become  fo  putrid  as  to  produce  that 
effeCt  in  four-and-twenty  hours. 
The  blood  of  a  perfon  fo  difeafed 
will  alfo  ftievv  figns  of  alkalefcence 
much  fooner  than  the  blood  of  a 
perfon  in  a  pleuriff.  Thefe  par¬ 
ticulars,  however,  belong  to  ano¬ 
ther  clafs  of  experiments,  which  I 
referve  till  a  future  opportunity, 
and  in  which,  after  an  examina¬ 
tion  of  the  morbific  humours,  and 
a  comparifon  of  the  phenomena 
which  they  exhibit,  with  each  o- 
ther,  I  fhall  endeavour  to  deduce 
fuch  confequences  as  may  facilitate 
the  difcovery  of  the  caufes  of  dif- 
eafes,  explain  their  natures,  and 
direCt  the  method  of  cure, 


Experiment  on  the  heat  that  may  be 
caufed  by  the  ra\s  of  the  fun  re- 
fetted  from  the  moon.  By  M,  De 
la  Hire,  the  fon.  From  the  Me¬ 
moirs  of  the  Royal  Academy  of 
Sciences  at  Paris. 

IT  is  well  known,  that  a  great 
number  of  perfons  attribute  to 
the  moon  feveral  qualities,  without 
producing  reafons  founded  on  good 
experiments.  I  fhall  not  enter  in¬ 
to  a  detail  of  thofe  qualities,  hav¬ 
ing  remarked,  that  molt  of  thofe 
1  2  who 
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who  attributed  them  to  the  moon 
were  ot  different  fentiments.  The 
quality,  it  feems,  which  might  be 
attributed  to  her  with  mod  reafion, 
is  heat ;  becaufe  her  light  is  that 
of  the  fun  reflected,  which  fnould 
caufe  heat,  as  all  know.  Yet  as  no 
experiment,  that  I  know  of,  has 
been  made  to  invalidate,  or  fup- 
port,  the  reafons  one  might  have 
to  attribute  this  quality  to  her,  I 
made  the  following,  as  exadly  as 
I  could,  to  know  what  fhould  be 
believed  herein. 

In  the  month  of  Odober  lad, 
the  moon  being  in  the  day  of  her 
oppofition,  and  the  Iky  very  ferene, 
I  expofed  the  burning  mirror  of 
thirty-five  inches  diameter,  which 
is  kept  in  the  ©bfervatory,  and  to¬ 
wards  the  focus  I  laid  the  bowl  of 
an  air-thermometer  of  M.  Araan- 
ton’s,  which  is  the  mod  fenfible  we 
have  ;  fo  that  the  bowl,  which  is 
of  two  inches  diameter,  received 
exadly,  throughout  its  whole  fur- 
face,  all  the  rays  that  affembled  in 
the  focus ;  having  examined  the 
height  of  the  mercury  in  the  tube, 
after  leaving  it  there  for  fome  time, 
I  did  not  find  it  different  from 
what  it  was  before,  though  the 
rays  were  affembled  in  a  fpace  306 
times  lefs  than  their  natural  date, 
and  confequently,  fhould  have  aug¬ 
mented  the  apparent  heat  of  the 
moon  306  times. 

It  feems  that  if  fuch  an  experi¬ 
ment  as  this  (wherein  not  only  are 
affembled  the  rays  of  the  moon  in 
a  fpace  306  times  lefs  than  their 
natural  date,  but  wherein  alfo  they 
are  obliged  to  crofs  each  other  as 
they  affemble,  which  increafes  the 
effed  of  thofe  united  rays,  as  is 
evident  by  expofing  the  mirror  to 
the  fun)  fhews  no  apparent  heat, 
we  fnould  believe,  that  it  cannot 


make  any  impreffion  of  fenfible 
heat  in  our  bodies. 


On  a  Jingular  hone,  found  in  the  lower 
belly.  —  From  the  hiftory  of  the 
Royal  Academy  of  Sciences  at  Paris, 
for  the  year  1760. 

A  Bavarian  foldier,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  51,  in  the  Mili¬ 
tary  Hofpital  at  Bruffels,  and  who 
had  ferved  28,  enjoyed  a  good  date 
of  health  till  he  was  50  years  old  ; 
at  that  age  he  began  to  complain 
of  a  hardnefs  in  the  belly,  and  to 
be  fubjed  from  time  to  time  to  a 
retention  of  urine,  which  he  could 
eafe  himfelf  from  by  turning  on  the 
right  fide,  and  inclining  a  little  on 
his  belly.  None  knew  what  this 
ailment  could  be  attributed  to  ; 
but,  having  been  opened  after  his 
death,  occafioned  by  an  inflamma¬ 
tory  difeafe,  it  afforded  no  fmali 
adonifhment  to  difcover  what  had 
been  the  caufe  of  it.  In  the  pel¬ 
vis  was  found  a  kind  of  bone  weigh¬ 
ing  20  ounces,  which  was  lodged 
towards  the  right  fide,  between  the 
bladder  and  the  os  pubis.  It  was 
only  conneded  with  the  mefen- 
tery,  and  had  no  adhefion  with  the 
neighbouring  parts  :  it  was  inclof- 
ed  by  a  very  thin  membrane  fafien- 
ed  to  the  mefentery  by  a  thick  and 
glandular  body,  having  the  form 
of  a  cone;  the  point  of  this  cone 
.was  inferted  in  a  cavity  at  the  up¬ 
per  part  of  the  bone  ;  having  drawn 
upwards  this  fafiening  which  was 
more  membraneous  than  cartilagi¬ 
nous,  the  bone  followed  without 
requiring  to  cut  any  thing,  or  even 
to  make  any  effort :  by  the  weight 
and  pofition  of  the  bone  it  appears, 
why  the  foldier  eafed  himfelf  of 
his  retention  of  urin^  by  placing 

himfelf 
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Vimfelf  on  bis  right  fide,  and  in¬ 
clining  a  little  forward. 

A  remarkable  particular  in  this 
bone  was,  that  it  was  marbled,  and 
more  heavy  and  hard  than  bones 
ufually  are. 

It  would  have  been  perhaps  dif¬ 
ficult  to  guefs,  that  it  was  fuch  a 
caufe  that  produced  the  fenfation 
of  hardnefs  which  this  foldier  had 
in  his  belly,  and  the  retention  of 
urine  to  which  he  was  fubjedt ;  and 
it  would  have  been  not  lefs  diffi¬ 
cult  to  explain  how  this  bone  could 
have  been  formed  :  but  it  is  al¬ 
ways  of  great  importance  to  colled: 
fads  of  this  kind ;  they  exhibit  to 
us  the  deviations  of  nature,  and 
may  ferve  fkilful  men  for  knowing 
a  like  cafe,  and  perhaps  deliver¬ 
ing  the  patient  of  his  ailment,  in 
ridding  him,  by  a  bold  operation, 
of  this  foreign  body. 

The  academy  had  this  cbferva- 
tion  from  M.  Terence  Brady,  phy- 
fician  to  his  royal  highnefs  prince 
Charles  of  Lorrain,  who  fent  with 
it  a  drawing  of  the  bone,  wherein 
is  feen  the  manner  of  its  being 
marbled,  which  is  fomething  very 
fingular.  It  were  to  be  wiffied 
that  this  able  phyfician  had  made 
a  more  accurate  examination  of 
this  bony  mafs,  in  order  to  fee 
whether  its  fubHance  was  really  of 
the  fame  nature  with  that  of  bones ; 
for  there  are  fubilantial  reafons  to 
doubt  it  is. 


Account  of  a  petrified  beehive,  dif- 
covered  on  the  mountains  of  Siout 
in  the  Upper  Egypt,  by  Mr.  Lippi, 
licentiate  in  phyjic  of  the  faculty 
of  Paris. 

LIPPI  found,  on  thole 
f  mountains,  at  the  en¬ 


trance  of  a  vail:  cavern,  a  body  of 
real  Hone,  of  an  irregular  figure, 
but  quite  porous,  which  he  had 
the  curiofity  to  open.  He  was 
very  much  furprifed  to  fee  the 
whole  divided  into  oval  cells  of 
three  lines  in  breadth,  and  four 
lines  in  length,  placed  all  man¬ 
ner  of  ways  about  each  other,  but 
no  where  communicating,  all  of 
them  lined  with  a  very  thin  mem¬ 
brane,  and  what  was  more  won¬ 
derful,  each  inclofing  a  maggot, 
or  a  fly  perfectly  like  a  bee.  The 
maggots  were  very  hard  and  very 
folid,  and  might  pafs  for  petrifi¬ 
ed  ;  but  the  hies  were  only  dried 
up,  and  well  preferved  as  an  dent 
mummies;  and  fmall  oval  grains, 
which  appeared  to  be  eggs,  were 
often  found  under  them.  There 
was  at  the  bottom  of  many  of 
the  cells  a  thick  juice,  hlackifh, 
very  hard,  appearing  red  when 
expofed  to  the  light,  very  fweet, 
making  the  faliva  yellow,  and  in¬ 
flammable  as  refin.  It  was,  in 
ihort,  real  honey  ;  but  who  Ihould 
ever  think  of  finding  honey  in  the 
bofom  of  a  Hone  ? 

M.  Lippi  conceives  that  this 
was  a  natural  hive,  which  at  firH 
had  been  formed  in  a  loofe,  light, 
and  fandy  earth,  and  afterwards 
was  petrified  by  fome  particular 
accident.  The  animals  that  inha¬ 
bited  it,  were  furprifed  by  the 
petrification,  and,  as  it  were, 
fixed  in  the  Hate  they  were  then 
found.  Their  dried  up  mucofity 
had  formed  the  membrane  that 
lined  the  cells.  At  the  time  when 
the  hive  was  yet  foft,  the  bees 
went  out  of  it  to  feek  their  food, 
and  make  their  honey  in  it. 

Still  feeking  in  the  fame  place 
other  particulars  to  clear  up  this 
faft,  M.  Lippi  found,  in  feveral 
I  3  parts* 
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parts,  the  beginnings  of  a  like 
hive.  It  was,  as  it  were,  the  fiift 
bed,  formed  of  a  number  of  little 
cells  for  the  rnoft  part  open,  and 
containing  the  animal  in  all  its 
different  Hates,  but  dried  up  and 
very  hard  as  well  as  the  hives.  He 
faw  befides  on  one  of  the  fir  ft  beds 
a  fecond  coropofed  of  a  heap  of 
little  hillocks  of  about  five  lines  in 
height,  and  an  inch  diameter  at 
|heir  bate.  They  were  grume- 
lous,  eafily  reducible  into  duft, 
and  nearly  referable  the  hills  thrown 
up  by  moles.  M.  Lippi  opened 
them  by  ftriking  gently  againft 
them,  and  found  in  every  one  of 
them  two  or  three  oval  cells,  filled 
with  a  yellow  maggot,  and  full 
of  juice,  which  occupied  them  in- 
tirely. 

It  is  eafy  to  conceive  that  on  a 
ftrft  bed  once  formed  feveral  others 
are  alfo  formed,  which  conftitute 
the  whole  hive.  But  how  are  thefe 
Beds  formed  ?  Whence  comes  the 
earth  they  are  conftrucled  of  ?  Poes 
the  animal  carry  it  thither  ;  and 
how  does  he  carry  it,  and  in  fo 
great  a  quantity  ?  This  is  not  yet 
known  ;  time  alone  can  make  us 
acquainted  with  this  branch  of 
knowledge. 


which  the  author  fubjoins  ten  Ger¬ 
man  names.] 

The  ancients  were  unacquaint¬ 
ed  with  the  nature  of  this  ftcne  ; 
fome  fuppofmg  it  to  be  petrified 
bones,  others  a  fpecies  of  gypluni 
or  pi  after. 

The  pfteocolla  grows  in  the 
dutrchy  of  Croften,  in  Silefta,  Po¬ 
merania,  HefTe,  Saxony,  Poland, 
at  Darmlladt,  Heidelberg,  Spire, 
Pena  in  Mecklenburgh,  in  the 
marquifate  pf  Brandenburg,  near 
Befkau,  Sonneberg,  and  Droflen. 
The  foil  in  which  it  grows  is 
always  Tandy  and  barren,  and  the 
only  trees  under  which  it  is  found 
are  poplars. 

Kreuterman  met  with  one  re- 
prefenting  the  figure  of  a  houfe  or 
caftle,  but  it  feems  rather  to  have 
been  a  tophus  than  an  ofteocoila. 
And  Mercatus  was  certainly  mif- 
taken,  when  he  gave  that  name  to 
petrifactions  and  calcareous  to- 
phufes,  Hermanus  pronouncing 
thefe  laft  to  be  rather  bolaria  or 
cifti. 

As  to  its  production,  it  grows, 
as  has  been  laid,  in  Tandy  ground, 
feme  feet  deep,  and  has  the  figure 
of  a  root.  The  largeft  can  hardly 
be  grafppd  with  both  hands,  but 
they  vary  in  fine,  like  other 


An  extract  from  Amhrofe  Bearer's 
Dlffertaiicn  on  the  Ojieocolla. 

HE  ftcne  ofteocoila  has  fe¬ 
veral  names  given  it,  but 
the  moft  common  is  ofteocoila 
from  the  Greek  word  erzov,  bone, 
and  K'oAAix,  glue;  it  is  alfo  called 
lapis ’  oftites,  ollofteus,  oftins,  ofii- 
fana,  oftifraga,  lapis  Afmicus,  pi- 
erre  de  monti,  lapis  Morochius, 
flores  arence,  foiftie  arborefeens, 
japis  fa’bilis,  lapis  arenofus,  [to 
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roots. 

The  ofteocoila,  while  it  re¬ 
mains  under  ground,  is  always 
foft  like  clay,  and  when  rubbed 
with  the  hand,  grows  quite  fal¬ 
low!  fh  ;  but,  when  expofed  to  thq 
air,  it  hardens  like  chalk,  and  af- 
fumes  the  fame  colour.  In  its  ori¬ 
ginal  ftate  it  appears  like  a  mix¬ 
ture  of  grey,  yellow,  and  white 
clay,  and  fand  fticks  plentifully  to 
its  outfide;  and  it  is  with  infinite 
labour  and  cafe  that  it  can  be 
taken  up  entire  3  format  firft,  d 
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fun  all  part  only  mull  be  uncovered, 
clean  fed,  and  expofed  to  the  action 
of  the  air  to  harden  ;  and  then  the 
part  fo  managed,  mu  it  be  again 
carefully  covered  with  boards  to 
prevent  the  rain  or  moifture  com¬ 
ing  to  it,  which  will  effectually 
defeat  all  endeavours  to  preferve 
it;  and  this  method  of  uncovering, 
cleaning,  and  covering  again, 
mull  be  repeated  till  the  whole 
is  cleared  and  dried  ;  whicn  in 
variable  feafons  will  take  up  feve- 
ral  months. 

Authors  differ  in  claffing  the 
ofteocolla  among  the  vegetable  or 
mineral  fubftances.  Moil  of  the 
ancients,  as  has  been  already  ob- 
ferved,  have  miftaken  it  for  bones 
that  have  undergone  fome  acciden¬ 
tal  change  ;  which  others  again 
deny,  as  no  traces  of  animal  parts 
have  ever  been  difcovered  in  it  by 
chemical  proceffes  ;  nor  any  frag¬ 
ments  of  bones  been  found  near 
where  it  grows.  Erafmus  has 
written  the  bell  upon  it. 

Thofe  who  will  not  admit  the 
ofteocolla  among  the  animal,  have 
ranged  it  among  the  mineral  fub¬ 
ftances  ;  in  which  they  are  certain¬ 
ly  right.  Profeffor  Teichmeyer 
indeed  calls  it  a  marie  ;  but  M. 
Henckel  qf  the  board  of  mines, 
claffes  it  among  the  minerals,  yet 
fays  nothing  of  its  production. 
Profeffor  junoker  fays,  it  is  gene¬ 
rated  in  the  fand,  but  he  likewife 
leaves  the  manner  undecided.  My 
opinion  is,  that  it  is  a  root,  to 
which  the  fand  adheres,  and  by 
degrees  produces  the  ofteocolla  ; 
and  I  am  the  more  confirmed  in 
this  opinion,  as  upon  enquiry,  I 
found  near  Terne,  in  the  marqui- 
fate  of  Brandenburg,  a  withered 
twig,  and  a  green  flioot  from  a 
rotten  Hump,  the  uppermoft  part 
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of  which  was  wood  ftill,  but  the 
root  or  lowermoft  part  was  wholly 
transformed  into  pure  ofteocolla  ; 
and  this  flump  I  had  reafon  to  be¬ 
lieve  was  the  remains  of  a  tree 
which  the  people  of  the  country 
call  a  fpecies  of  poplar. 

Its  origin,  therefore,  is  to  be 
fought  for  in  the  remains  of  the 
black  poplar,  the  timber  of  which 
being  fir  ft  cut  down,  and  the  ftem 
or  flump  rotted,  the  ofteocolla  grows 
by  degrees  from  the  remaining 
root  ;  for  in  all  the  parts  of  the 
ofteocolla,  fomething  of  woodinefs 
is  difcoverable,  which,  when  tho¬ 
roughly  rotted,  crumbles  away 
and  leaves  thofe  innumerable  per¬ 
forations  which  give  it  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  bone  ;  and  that  it  is  pe¬ 
culiar  to  this  tree  may  be  pre¬ 
fumed  from  this,  that  though  off 
teocolla  has  been  diligently  fought 
for  in  the  roots  of  other  trees  grow¬ 
ing  on  the  fame  ground  with  the 
poplar  in  which  it  is  found,  yet 
nothing  like  it  has  ever  been  diff 
covered.  From  all  which,  thefe 
conclufions,  i  think,  may  be  fairly 
deduced. 

I.  That  the  foil  in  which  it  is 
found  is  not  the  efficient  caufe  of 
its  growth. 

II.  That  wherever  ofteocolla 
is  found,  there  is  or  has  been 
poplar. 

III.  That  whoever  finds  ofteo¬ 
colla  will  plainly  perceive  it  has 
been  a  root.  And, 

IV.  That  wherever  ofteocolla 
abounds,  there  will  be  feen  a  bo¬ 
ny-like  fubftance  projecting  from 
the  ground,  which  lias  given  rife 
to  the  vulgar  notion,  that  it  grows 
and  bloffoms. 

Be  this  however  as  it  may, 
wherever  thefe  bony-like  excreff 
cences  appear  by  digging  a  fpan 
I  4  deeper^ 
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deeper,  olleocolla  will  certainly  be 
found  ;  and  though  the  parts  that 
are  above  ground  be  hard,  thofe 
underneath  are  alv/ays  foft. 

M.  Beurer  tried  the  ofteocolla 
in  various  menftruums,  to  di (cover 
the  quantity  difTolvable  in  each, 
and  for  this  purpofe  infufed  half  a 
dram  of  the  ofteocolla  in  half  an 
ounce  of  each  menftruum  :  The 
oil  of  vitriol  diffolved  four  grains 
of  it  ;  the  folution  was  yellow  ; 
and  the  fediment  a  cream  colour. 
The  fpirit  of  vitriol  reduced  the 
whole  to  a  fait.  The  fpirit  of  ni¬ 
tre  diffolved  one  fcruple  and  four 
grains  of  it  ;  and  the  acid  of 
common  fait,  one  fcruple  and  fix 
grains  ;  aqua  fortis  diffolved  one 
fcruple  and  four  grains,  and  dif- 
tilled  vinegar  one  fcruple  and  a 
half. 

By  diftillation  on  an  open  (ire, 
the  ofteocolla  yields  a  urinous  fpi¬ 
rit  ;  a  flxed  alkali  being  poured 
upon  it,  produces  an  immediate 
effervefcenCe  ;  the  fediment  con¬ 
verted  to  a  lixivium  with  pure 
water  is  quite  taftelefs,  though  oil 
of  vitriol  poured  upon  the  ofteo¬ 
colla  in  a  retort  over  a  gentle  fire, 
will  feparate  from  it  an  acid  of 
common  fait. 

M.  Beurer  endeavoured  to  re¬ 
duce  part  of  the  fediment  to  a  calx  5 
but  without  effect. 

Its  ufe  in  medicine  is  abforbent  • 
find  it  is  by  fome  applied  in  the 
Cure  of  the  fluor  albus. 


An  uncommon  injlance  of  a  catalepfs 
(a  kind  of  apoplexy)  in  a  lady . 
From  the  loft  • vol .  of  the  Memoirs 
t>f  the  Academy  of  Sciences  at 
Paris, 

Lady  about  4^,  came  to 
Benfan^on  to  folieit  a  law- 


fuit  of  the  laft  confequence  to  her  I 
fhe  went  only  among  her  lawyers* 
or  to  church,  to  endeavour  to  in- 
tereft  heaven  in  her  caufe  ;  here 
fhe  was  obferved  to  profttate  her- 
felf  before  every  altar.  She  eat 
little,  and  flept  lefs  ;  tho’  foe  had 
been  told,  that  the  court  feemed 
favourable  to  her  caufe,  yet  the 
evening  before  the  day  of  hearing 
fhe  fell  into  what  was  believed  to 
be  an  apoplexy.  The  phyiician 
and  furgeon  being  called,  found 
her  fitting  mOtionlefs  in  a  chair, 
with  her  eyes  open  and  fixed  up¬ 
ward  ;  her  arms  railed,  and  hands 
joined,  as  one  in  an  ecftafy  ;  her 
countenance,  which  before  was 
both  pale  and  forrowful,  was  now 
both  florid  and  gay  ;  her  breath¬ 
ing  was  free  ;  her  pulfe  was  like 
that  of  one  afleep,  full,  and 
flow  ;  her  limbs  were  fupple,  and 
would  move  as  one  would  have 
them,  without  offering  any  re- 
fiftance,  and  would  remain  in 
what  pofture  they  were  left  in  ; 
when  her  chin  was  pulled  down, 
her  mouth  remained  open  ;  when 
her  arms  were  raifed  they  remain¬ 
ed  fo  ;  and  let  them  be  put  into 
the  mod:  uneafy  pofture  one  could 
think  of,  they  always  remained 
in  the  fstua.tion  they  were  put  in¬ 
to  ;  lhe  all  this  time  feemed  in- 
fenfible  ;  they  tormented  her  feve* 
ral  ways  ;  put  live  coals  to  her 
feet  ;  bawled  into  her  ears  that 
fhe  had  gained  her  caufe,  fhe  gave 
no  ftgns  of  life  ;  Meflrs.  Attalin 
and  Charles,  both  profeffors  of 
phyfic,  had  her  blooded  in  the 
foot,  and  when  they  came  to  vifit 
her  after  fupper,  they  Found  her 
recovered  out  of  her  cataleptic  fit; 
which  had  held  her  three  or  four 
hours.  She  here  entertained  them 
with  all  the  circumftances  of  her 
law-fuit,  interfperfed  with  fuch 
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moral  reflexions,  as  naturally  arofe 
From  her  ftory  ;  thofe  prefen t  did 
every  thing  to  allure  her  fhe  would 
gain  her  caufe  ;  fhe  was  _  afked 
whether  fhe  had  any  notion  of 
what  happened  unto  her  :  fhe  Faid 
fhe  had  feen  nothing,  but  could 
diftinguifti  the  voice  of  fome  about 
her  ;  yet  fhe  never  felt  the  chafing- 
difh  of  coals  under  her  feet,  nor 
the  bleeding  in  the  foot  ;  though 
fhe  had  been  tormented  all  manner 
of  ways,  yet  die  never  complained 
of  any  pain  or  laffitude ;  while 
die  thus  entertained  the  company, 
fhe  was  obferved  to  interrupt  her 
difcourfe,  to  draw  a  deep  figh,  and 
then  her  eyes  became  fixed  ; 
every  thing  was  done  to  prevent 
thofe  little"  fits  by  reminding  her 
where  fhe  left  off ;  but  fhe  could 
never  recover  the  thread  of  her 
difcourfe,  but  would  begin  fome 
other  ftory  ;  in  about  an  hour  after 
fhe  fell  into  another  cataleptic  fit, 
which  was  as  ftrong  as  the  firft  ; 
after  it  was  over,  fhe,  fitting  in 
her  chair,  talked  of  her  affairs  as 
before,  for  an  hour  and  a  half 
good,  and  after  this,  fhe  began  to 
fpeak  wildly,  fhe  likewife  fcream- 
ed  frightfully,  and  was  foon  after 
feized  with  a  violent  fever.  She 
was  treated  by  the  above  phyfici- 
ans  for  three  or  four  days  :  fhe  ftill 
remaining  at  Befanqon,  but  with¬ 
out  any  vifible  relief ;  whereupon 
they  advifed  to  have  her  carried 
back  to  Vefoul,  her  native  place, 
where,  to  the  furprife  of  every 
body,  fhe  perfectly  recovered,  and 
is  ftill  living. 

A  Jimilar  cafe»  ftill  more  extraordi¬ 
nary ,  1762. 

A  fervant  maid  at  Montpelier, 
about  twenty,  of  a  pale  com- 


plexiqn,  and  ever  complaining  of 
cold  in  her  extremities,  of  a  ti¬ 
morous  though  fretful  difpofitiotf, 
after  fome  grief  fhe  took  in  March, 
was  feized  with  a  cataleptic  fit  ; 
whatever  attitude  fhe  was  in  at 
the  time  of  feizure,  file  retained  it 
till  the  fit  was  over.  Thefe  fits 
increafing  obliged  her  to  be  car¬ 
ried  into  the  hofpital,  where  (he 
was  attended  by  MefTrs.  Sauvage 
and  Lazerme  :  thefe  fits  were  va¬ 
rious  as  to  their  duration,  being 
from  half  a  quarter  to  three  quar¬ 
ters  of  an  hour  ;  in  the  months  of 
April  and  May,  1757,  this  ca- 
talepfy  was  accompanied  with  very 
extraordinary  appearances,  diftin- 
guifhable  into  three  vifible  pe¬ 
riods,  the  beginning  and  ending 
cataleptic,  and  middle,  lafted  a 
whole  day,  or  from  morning  till 
night,  when  her  cataleptic  fit, 
which  often  ufed  to  hold  her  five 
or  fix  minutes,  was  over,  as  was 
always  known  by  her  beginning 
to  yawn,  fhe  then  fat  up  in  her 
bed,  began  to  talk  very  faft,  and 
more  fenfibly  than  fhe  was  known 
to  do  in  her  full  health  ;  fhe 
would  now  often  change  her  dif¬ 
courfe,  and  that  pertinently  e- 
nough,  and  appear  as  if  fhe  di- 
reXed  her  difcourfe  to  fome  friends 
prefent  ;  this  was  always  obferved 
to  have  fome  connexion  with  that 
fire  held  in  a  fit  the  day  before, 
or  it  turned  on  fome  moral  reflec¬ 
tion,  which  fhe  fhrewdly  would 
apply  to  fome  of  the  attendants  of 
the  hofpital.  All  this  time  he* 
eyes  were  fully  open,  and  yet  fhe 
was  in  a  moil  profound  fleep, 
without  either  motion  or  feeling, 
as  M.  Sauvage  confirmed  by  many 
experiments  he  made.  ift.  By 
approaching  the  flame  of  a  bougie, 
fonear  her  eye  as  to  burn  her  eye¬ 
brows; 
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brows  ;  fhe  however  did  not  even 
wink  at  this.  2d} y,  He  got  one 
to  bawl  loud  into  her  ear,  thump 
hard  at  the  head  of  the  bed,  which 
at  any  other  time  would  terrify  her 
greatly  ;  hebefides  had  home  bran¬ 
dy  and  even  fpirit  of  fal  ammoniac 
ut  into  her  eyes  ;  he  a!fo  thruft 
is  linger  into  them,  had  Havanna 
fnufF  blown  into  her  nofe,  pins 
thrud  into  her  flefli,  and  her  fin¬ 
gers  twilled,  yet  all  to  no  purpofe, 
die  never  gave  the  leaft^fign  of 
feeling. 

While  thefe  experiments  were 
making,  her  difcourfe  ( for  fhe  all 
the  time  continued  talking)  all  of 
a  fudden  became  more  lively  ;  this 
was  a  prelude  to  a  newfcene  ;  ihe 
pow  began  to  fing  and  jump,  and 
burft  out  after  into  a  fit  of  lau^h- 
ter,  endeavouring  at  the  fame  time 
to  get  out  of  bed,  which  Ihe  at  lad 
effeffed  with  feemingly  great  joy  | 
ilie  now  ranged  the  whole  ward, 
Carefully  avoiding  the  beds, chairs, 
&c.  and  returned  without  any  dif¬ 
ficulty  to  her  own  bed,  lay  down 
after,  and  covered  herfelf,  where 
in  a  fhort  time  fire  was  feized  with 
a  cataleptic  lit,  which  in  lefs  than 
one  quarter  of  an  hour  left  her; 
ihe  then  awoke  as  out  of  a  pro¬ 
found  lleep  ;  upon  feeing  fo  many 
about  her,  Ihe  appeared  con fu fed, 
and  cried  for  the  remainder  of  the 
day,  though  fhe  had  no  know¬ 
ledge  of  what  Ihe  did  in  her 
lit. 

About  the  end  of  May  all  the 
foregoing  fymptoms  left  her,  thp’ 
it  could  not  be  attributed  to  any 
effeff  from  medicines  She  was 
blooded  once  in  the  arm,  often  in 
the  foot,  and  feven  times  in  the 
jugulars;  Ihe  was  purged  five  or 
fix  times  after  fome  aperitive  apo- 
2ems  ihe  took  ;  Ihe  took  a  do- 
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machic  eleff  uary  made  of  the  bark, 
cinnabar,  pulvis  ad  guttetam,  and, 
when  the  weather  was  mild,  Ihe 
was  bathed  twenty  times  in  a  bath 
rather  cold  than  warm  ;  Ihe  had 
after  fome  preparations  of  Mars 
ordered  for  her,  was  feemingly  re¬ 
do  red  to  her  health,  but  die  was 
far  from  being  fo,  having  returns 
of  her  diforder  every  winter,  to 
1759,  with  this  difference,  that  it 
was  not  now  preceded  by  a  cata¬ 
leptic  fit,  nor  was  her  v/ant  of  feel¬ 
ing  fo  great.  She  was  one  day 
feized  with  a  fit  on  the  bridge, 
where  die  was  obferved  to  fpeak 
as  to  her  own  diadow  or  image  ihe 
faw  in  the  water.  At  a  fit  file  had 
la.lt  Chridmas  holy-days.  Die  had 
fome  notion  of  thofe  about  her. 

This  young  woman  is  now  fo 
accuftomed  to  her  diforder,  that 
all  the  concern  it  gives  her  is  fome 
little  confufion  :  however,  Ihe  is 
not  of  fo  pale  a  complexion  ;  but 
Ihe  dill  feels  the  fame  heat  and 
weight  on  her  head,  and  on  the 
decline  of  the  fit  complains  of  a 
eardialgia,  which  awakes  her. 


On  a  fifb  of  thf  river  of  Surinam , 
which  produces  very  f  ngular  ef- 
fedis.  From  th ?  famy. 

'\f%7  E  daily  difeover  new  won- 
’  *  ders  in  nature  ;  and,  if  the 
faff  we  are  going  to  give  an  ac¬ 
count  of,  after  M.  Mulchenbroek, 
is  exaffly  fuch  as  it  is  related,  it  is 
one  of  the  inoft  extraordinary 
that  occurs  ip  the  hillory  of  ani¬ 
mals. 

This  able  naturalid  fays,  in  a 
letter  to  the  Abbe  Nollet,  that  a 
fifh  or  kind  of  eel  is  found  in  a 
river  of  Surinam,  which  has  the 
fiipguiar  property  pf  linking  you. 
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as  the  fhock  or  commotion  of  Ley¬ 
den,  when  vou  put  your  hands  in¬ 
to  the  water  near  the  place  where 
it  is.  If,  for  inftange,  fiffiermen 
or  fearjnen  come  near  in  a  boat, 
within  the  diitance  of  eight  or  ten 
feet,  and  dip  their  hands  in  the 
water,  they  immediately  feel  them- 
felves  ftruck,  fays  M.  Mufchen- 
troek,  as  in  my  experiment  (it  is 
the  fame  as  the  commotion  of  Ley¬ 
den)  by  the  eleCtricity  of  the  fifh  ; 
if  they  pufh  it  with  a  flick,  they 
feel  a  fmarter  flroke  ;  and  if  with 
an  iron  rod,  they  are  ftruck,  as 
with  a  mighty  force  ;  in  fhort,  no 
one  dares  to  Jay  hold  of  it  with 
the  hand  ;  and  with  an  eleCtrical 
fhock  it  kills  the  fifties  that  in 
fwimming  pafs  near  it ;  yet,  the 
moil  remarkable  thing  is,  that  if 
the  feamen,  inftead  of  an  iron  rod, 
dip  down  by  the  fide  of  the  fifh  a 
ftick  of  fealing-wax,  or  even  touch 
it  with  that  Hick,  they  feel  no 
ftroke  ;  whence  M.  Mufchen'oroek 
concludes,  that,  in  the  different 
circumftances  here  related,  the  men 
are  ftruck  by  the  electricity  only 
of  the  fifh. 

Here  are  very  finguiar  effects, 
and  there  are  others  which  are 
more  extraordinary,  fince  M.  Muf- 
chenbroek  finifhes  his  recital,  by 
favinu;  thac  fome  others  are  not  lefs 
certain  than  the  foregoing,  but 
which  he  dares  not  give  an  account 
of. 

None  can  be  better  difpofed 
than  we  are  to  adopt  the  opinions 
of  fo  learned  a  gentleman;  yet, 
in  admitting  ail  thofe  marvellous 
effedts,  vve  cannot  believe,  with 
him,  that  they  ought  to  be  attri¬ 
buted  to  eleftricity.  It  feems  he 
was  induced  to  think  fo  after  the 
experiment  of  the  fealing-wax  j 
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but  it  appears  incompatible  with 
the  faCts  we  knew  of.  It  is  in¬ 
deed  well  known  that  every  real 
eleCtrical  body,  being  made  wet, 
tranfmits  eleCtricity  as  metals  and 
other  non-eleCtrical  fubftances. 
Thus  the  ftick  of  fealing-wax 
wetted  ought  to  produce  the  fame 
effeCl  as  the  iron  bar.  &c.  unlefs 
it  be  fuppofed  that  the  fmall  part 
of  this  ftick  out  of  the  water  is 
enough  to  prevent  it,  which  is 
not  very  probable.  Befides,  a 
ftick  of  wood,  or  iron  rod,  might 
tranfmit  certain  concuftions,  or 
certain  motions,  communicated 
by  the  fifh  to  the  parts  of  the 
water,  which  the  fealing-wax  might 
not.  Many  things  may  be  ftill 
laid  to  fhew  that  eleCtricity  has 
no  fhare  in  the  finguiar  effeCts  at¬ 
tributed  to  this  fifh,  and  perhaps 
none  of  the  faCts  do  really  exift. 
Let  us  not  forget  all  the  wonders 
that  have  been  related  of  the  tor¬ 
pedo.  Though  this  fifh  is  an  in¬ 
habitant  of  our  Teas,  and  it  was 
eafy  for  every  one  to  afeertair* 
what  is  Laid  of  it,  yet  none  before 
M.  Reaumur,  in  our  days,  had 
fhewn  what  all  thofe  ftories  a- 
mounfed  to.  There  are  two  thou- 
fand  leagues  from  hence  to  Suri¬ 
nam  ;  and  what  an  alteration  may 
arife  in  faCts  through  the  courfe  of 
fuch  a  paftage  !  Yet  all  the  above- 
related  circumftances  give  us  rea- 
fon  to  regret  that  one  of  thofe  fin¬ 
guiar  fifties,  which  was  bringing 
from  that  country  to  M.  Mufchen- 
broek,  died  in  the  paffage.  If  it 
had  lived,  this  wife  naturalift 
would  have  foon  difeovered  and 
made  known  all  the  certainty  in 
the  faCts  related  of  it. 

The  fifh  here  fpoken  of  is  called 
by  jiaturalifts  gymnotus,  and  by 
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the  Dutch,  Beef-aal,  in  French 
Anguille  de  bceuf,  i.  e.  Beef-eel: 
It  is  four  feet  in  length,  and 
nearly  about  the  thlcknefs  of  a 
man’s  arm  ;  and  it  is  found  parti¬ 
cularly  in  places  where  there  are 
rocks. 

M.  Richer  fpeaks,  in  the  ac¬ 
count  of  his  voyage  to  Cayenne, 
of  a  filh  that  feems  quite  like  this 
in  bignefs  and  its  effects :  He 
fays  that  when  it  is  touched  with 
the  finger,  or  even  with  a  flick, 
it  fo  benumbs  the  arm,  and  the 
part  of  the  body  nearefl  to  it, 
that  one  remains  for  a  quarter  of 
an  hour  without  being  able  to  flir 
it;  that  liimjeif  had  felt  this  ef¬ 
fect;  and  he  adds,  that  the  fifli- 
ermen  fay,  that  by  flriking  other 
fjflies  with  its  tail,  it  fets  them 
afleep :  This  is  not  unlike  what 
M.  Mufchenbroek  relates  of  the 
gymnotus,  but  it  is  much  lefs  ex¬ 
traordinary.  ' 

Of  different  bones  which  have  been 

difeovered  within  a  rock  near  Aix. 

From  the  fame. 

!|  T  7  E  cannot  be  too  referved 
%  in  points  of  natural  hif- 
tory,  when  we  are  to  decide  con¬ 
cerning  the  refemblance  between 
feme  foflil  bodies  and  others  pri¬ 
mitively  organized,  efpeciaily  if 
thefe  are  of  fo  delicate  a  fubfance, 
sis  to  make  it  rare,  after  a  certain 
time,  to  find  them  well  preferved, 
or  at  leaf!  to  difeover  the  parts  that 
have  not  undergone  notable  altera¬ 
tions. 

When  one  in  faft  has  believed 
there  is  found  fome  decifive  rela¬ 
tion  in  thofe  forts  of  refearches, 
ail  the  obfervations  come  to  ter¬ 
minate  in  the  idea  frit  conceived  ; 
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fo  that  the  observation  of  vvhat« 
ever  does  not  agree  therewith  is 
only  attended  to,  far  from  finding 
a  reafon  to  bring  things  to  a  clofer 
examination,  and.  to  return  to  the 
firfl  impreffions  received. 

The.  feveral  bones  difeovered 
near  Aix,  and  which  at  firfl  fight 
have  been  held  to  be  human  bones, 
confirm  what  we  fay,  and  prove 
how  much,  in  comparing  one  body 
with  another,  it  is  rseceflary  to 
know  perfectly  what  is  molt  pro¬ 
per  to  characterize  them. 

Springs  of  mineral  waters  are 
very  near  the  place  which  thefe 
bones  were  taken  out  of ;  feveral 
chains  of  mountains  feparate  it 
from  the  fea,  which  is  five  leagues 
diflant  from  it.  A  rock,  which 
is  there  level  with  the  furfaceof  the 
ground,  was  fapped  by  gunpow¬ 
der  ;  it  formed  a  very  hard  mafs, 
and  no  ftrata  were  obfervable  in  it ; 
the  part  of  this  rock  which  lay  bu¬ 
ried  in  the  earth  to  a  certain  depth, 
was  covered  with  a  bed  of  clay, 
over  which  was  vegetable  earth  : 
the  interior  of  the  rock  was  of  the 
nature  of  the  hardefl  marble,  and 
mingled  withjafpered  and  tranfpa- 
rent  veins.  It  was  after  penetrat¬ 
ing  into  it  five  feet  in  depth,  that 
a  great  quantity  of  bones  were  dif¬ 
eovered  to  be  lodged  in  it :  They 
were  held  as  having  belonged  to 
different  parts  of  the  human  body  ; 
jaw-bones,  teeth,  arm  and  thigh 
bones,  all  were  confidered  as  fuch  : 
they  had  not,  in  appearance, 
changed  their  nature  ;  their  cavity 
was  filled  with  a  cryflalline  fub- 
flance,  or  a  fiony  matter  like  to 
that  which  inclofed  them. 

At  the  depth  of  four  feet  and  a 
half,  were  difeovered  bodies  of  a 
pretty  regular  figure,  and  refemb- 
ling  human  heads;  the  occiputs 
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of  fome  of  them  have  been  pre¬ 
served  :  they  were  incruftated  in 
the  ftone,  and  their  internal  part 
was  full  of  it :  the  face  of  one  of 
thofe  heads  was  preferved  without 
alteration  ;  it  is  in  the  natural 
proportions  ;  the  eyes,  the  nole 
well  formed,  though  flatted,  the 
cheeks,  the  mouth,  the  chin,  are 
therein  diftinguilhed,  and  the  muf- 
cles  of  the  whole  very  well  arti¬ 
culated  :  this  head  is  of  the  fame 
fubftance  with  the  ftone  it  was 
taken  out  of. 

In  the  fame  place  was  found  a 
great  number  of  pointed  teeth, 
whofe  analogies  are  unknown  ;  one 
in  particular  was  remarked  which 
was  round,  much  bent,  and  fharp 
as  that  of  fifties;  it  was  not  intire, 
but  it  was  judged  from  its  remains 
that  its  length  might  have  been 
three  inches  ;  its  enamel  was  of 
the  nneft  polifh  :  fome  other  teeth 
were  alfo  difcovered,  which  were 
of  a  greater  or  fmaller  dimenfion 
than  that  here  mentioned,  and 
whofe  interior  fubftance  bore  » a 
great  likenefs  to  that  of  the  teeth 
of  fifties. 

There  was  likewife  obferved,  on 
the  furface  of  a  fragment  of  the 
ftone,  a  kind  of  fquare  horn,  fome- 
what  bent,  and  laid  horizontally  ; 
it  was  covered  with  a  fubftance  re- 
fembling  that  of  harts  horns ;  the 
remains  of  it  is  three  inches  in 
length  ;  and  three  longitudinal  ca¬ 
nals  make  it  fufpe&ed  that  it  be¬ 
longed  to  fome  fifh. 

The  quarry,  out  of  which  thefe 
bones  were  taken,  is  fituated  on 
a  rifing  ground,  where  neither 
fprings,  nor  rivulets,  nor  waters, 
are  feen  to  filtrate  into  it :  and 
though,  in  digging  into  the  earth 
about,  feveral  broken  bricks  and 
the  remains  of  houfes  are  found, 


yet  none  of  thofe  veftiges  are  per¬ 
ceived  in  the  quarry  itfelf;  which 
gives  room  to  prefume  that  it  was 
never  opened  by  the  firft  Romans 
who  eftablifhed  themfelves  in  the 
environs  of  Aix ;  and  thofe  bones 
are  of  a  date  greatly  anterior  to 
them. 

M.  Guettard,  among  fome  other 
of  our  academicians,  is  not  dif- 
pofed  to  believe  that  the  greater 
part  of  thofe  bones  have  the  origin 
that  is  attributed  to  them  ;  and 
that  the  heads,  efpecially,  have 
belonged  to  human  bodies.  How, 
indeed,  can  it  be  conceived,  that 
the  fiefh  and  mufcles  of  thofe  heads 
have  been  preferved  in  fuch  per¬ 
fection  that  a  malk  of  ftone  fhould 
mould  itfelf  over  them  with  regu¬ 
larity,  and  catch  exaCtly  the  deli¬ 
cate  features  of  the  face  ?  A  ftony 
juice  fhould,  in  confequence  of 
this  idea,  have  bedewed  thofe  well- 
formed  malks,  and,  after  being 
indurated  thereon,  fhould  have 
given  in  relief  the  figure  of  the 
heads  on  which  the  mafks  had  been 
at  firft  moulded.  Beiides,  it  is 
feen,  by  the  account,  that  the 
quarry  is  formed  of  ruins ;  that  all 
things  are  there  heaped  upon  one 
another  without  order  ;  and  that 
the  fediments  of  ftony  matter 
being  performed  by  fucceffion,  it 
fhould  be  likewife  fuppofed,  that 
thofe  heads  were  preferved  with¬ 
out  alteration  during  a  confider- 
able  time,  to  ferve  as  a  nucleus  to 
the  matter  which  had  inclofed 
them.  M.  Guettard’s  opinion,  in 
refufing  to  hold  as  human  bones 
thofe  of  the  quarry  of  Aix,  feems 
alfo  the  better  grounded,  from  the 
difcovering  of  feveral  teeth  of  fea- 
fi fhes  ;  it  being  very  probable,  that 
whatever  has  been  taken  for  hu¬ 
man  heads  is  only  the  produce  of 
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&  ftbny  fubftance,  which  had  taken 
its  regular  form  from  fome  heads 
of  fifhes.  Teeth  like  thcfe  of  the 
environs  of  Aix  have  been  found 
at  Dax;  and  they  were  hill  fixed 
In  a  jaw-bone  which  is  preferved 
in  M.  de  Reaumur’s  cabinet  of 
Natural  hlflory,  and  which  could 
belong  only  to  fome  large  fea-fifh. 
M.  Guettard  has  befides  obferv- 
ed,  that  tlie  Hones  mixed  with  the 
bones  of  the  quarry  of  Aix  are 
filled  with  gravel  and  roundifh 
pebbles,  which  indicate  fediments 
formed  by  the  fea :  the  greater 
part  alfo  of  the  bones,  which  have 
been  taken  for  arms  and  legs* 
feems  to  be  portions  of  the  ribs  of 
fifhes. 

M.  Guettard  does  not  deny  but 
that  human  bones  may  be  found 
Inclofed  in  Hone  ;  but  he  pretends 
that,  when  this  happens,  the  place 
they  are  in  retains  the  marks  of 
earth  that  has  been  Hirred  or  work¬ 
ed,  and  fhevvs,  by  fome  veHiges, 
that  men  had  dwelt  there.  It  ap¬ 
pears  on  the  contrary,  according 
to  the  defcription  made  of  the 
quarry  of  Aix,  that  it  is  Hill  in 
Its  primitive  Hate,  and  belongs  to 
old  nature  :  the  gravel  and  peb  - 
bles  found  there  are  like  thofe 
thrown  up  by  the  fea  5  and  it  is 
Very  probable,  that  the  bones  it 
contains  have  their  origin  from 
fifties  ;  whatever  relation  might 
have  been  obferved  between  them 
and  human  bones. 


Olfervation  on  cures  perform'd  hy 
burning.  Extracted  from  the  ads 
of  the  academy  of  Upjal  in  Swe¬ 
den. 

f  SPHERE  have  been  violent 
j[  pains  and  aches  of  the  head, 
whole  cure  has  been  fudden  and 
7 


Unforefeeri.  A  lady  thirty- live 
years  old,  arid  of  a  good  conflitu- 
tion,  had  continual  pains,  with 
exacerbations,  which  feized  her 
once  regularly  in  eight  or  ten 
days;  and  laHed  ten  or  twelve  hours 
with  fo  much  violence,  that  fhe 
Was  fometimes  as  ferifelefs,  and 
fometimes  as  mad.  Thd  feat  of 
the  pain  was  principally  in  the 
forehead,  and  in  the  eyes  which 
then  became  very  red  and  fpark- 
ling.  The  great  fits  were  accom¬ 
panied  by  naufeas,  and  always 
ended  by  vomiting  a  quantity  of 
a  white,  flimy,  frothy,  and  infipid 
matter,  and  a  green  and  very  bit¬ 
ter  water  which  did  not  come  till 
laH.  While  thcfe  fits  continued, 
fhe  could  take  no  nourifhment  ; 
when  they  ceafed,  fhe  had  a  good 
appetite,  and  no  waHe  of  Hefh 
was  vifible,  notwithHanding  the 
long  duration  of  fo  diflreffed  a 
condition. 

Her  phyficiaris  to  no  pufpofe 
adminiftered  all  forts  of  remedies 
to  her  for  three  years  together. 
Opium  alone  fufpended  for  fome 
hours  the  ordinary  pains  of  her 
head,  but  had  no  effedl  upon  the 
exacerbations. 

One  evening  perceiving  the  ap¬ 
proach  of  a  fit,  and  going  to  bed, 
fhe  had  a  mind  firfi  to  examine  if 
her  eyes  were  Very  red.  She  beheld 
herfelf  in  a  little  pocket  looking- 
glafsj  and  the  fire  of  a  wax  taper, 
which  flood  near  her,  catched  her 
night -cap,  which  was  of  thick 
cloth.  At  firft  fhe  did  not  per-' 
ceive  it,  and  fhe  chanced  to  be 
alone.  The  fire  burnt  all  her  fore¬ 
head,  and  a  part  of  the  crown  of 
her  head,  before  fhe  could  make 
any  one  come  to  extinguifh  it. 
Her  phyfician,  who  was  lent  for, 
had  her  let  blood  immediately* 
and  he  treated  the  bum  according 
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to  the  common  method,  the  pain 
of  which  ceafed  in  a  few  hours. 
But  th  e  great  fit  that  was  expefted 
did  not  come  ;  even  the  ordinary 
head-ach  difappeared  ahnoit  that 
moment  without  the  help  of  any 
other  remedy  than  burning  ;  and 
now,  thefe  four  years  fince  this  hap¬ 
py  accident  fell  out,  the  lady  has 
enjoyed  perfeft  health. 

Another  good  efreft  of  accidental 
burning  appears  from  the  follow¬ 
ing  cafe  :  A  woman,  who  for  fe¬ 
veral  years  paid  had  her  legs  and 
thighs  fwelled,  in  an  extraordinary 
jmanner  and  very  painful,  found 
relief  in  rubbing  them  before  the 
fire  with  brandy  every  morning 
and  evening.  One  evening  the 
fire  chanced  to  catch  the  brandy 
fhe  had  rubbed  herfelf  with,  and 
flightly  burned  her.  She  applied 
fome  unguent  to  her  burn,  and  in 
the  night  all  the  water  her  legs 
and  thighs  were  fwelled  with  was 
intirely  difcharged  by  urine,  and 
the  fwelling  did  not  return.  It  is 
a  pity  that  chance  does  not  oftener 
aft  the  phyfician. 

It  has  undoubtedly  taught  feve- 
ral  barbarous  people  this  fort  of 
remedy  who  fuccefsfully  praftife  it, 
and  perhaps  the  more  voluntarily 
from  being  more  cruel,  as  it  gives 
them  an  opportunity  of  {hewing 
their  courage.  M.  Plomberg,  the 
French  academician,  who  was  born 
in  the  ifland  of  Java,  relates,  that, 
when  the  Javans  have  a  certain  cho¬ 
lic,  or  a  loofenefs  attended  with 
pain,  which  is  generally  mortal, 
they  cure  themfelves  of  it  by  burn¬ 


ing  the  foies  of  their  feet  with  a 
hot  iron.  If  they  have  a  whitlow 
on  the  finger,  they  dip  it  feveral 
times  into  boiling  water,  an  infiant 
each  time  ;  and  M.  Homberg  him- 
felf,  to  follow  in  fome  meafure  the 
culloms  of  his  country,  cured  him- 
felf  of  a  whitlow  in  this  manner. 
We  find,  in  the  relations  of  travel¬ 
lers,  feveral  other  diftempers,  which 
the  favages  cure  by  burning  ;  and 
without  going  fo  far  ourfelves,  on 
feveral  occafions  we  apply  this  re¬ 
medy  to  horfes,  hounds,  birds  of 
prey,  &c.  but  it  is  true  our  deli¬ 
cacy  does  not  permit  us  to  make  ufe 
of  it  for  ourfelves,  and  it  perhaps 
makes  us  prefer  longer  pains  to 
fhorter.  It  has  not  likewife  fuf- 
fered  our  long  ufe  in  Europe  of  the 
Chinefe  moxa,  or  down,  brought 
alfo  by  the  Spaniards  from  Ame¬ 
rica,  and  which  cured  the  gout 
when  burnt  on  the  afHifted  part* 
A  recent  inftance  has  appeared  in 
a  burgher  of  Hamburgh,  who  by 
this  remedy  in  feven  or  eight  days 
was  freed  from  his  fits  of  the  gout, 
which  before  lafled  two  or  three 
months,  and  at  the  fame  time  it 
made  them  more  unfrequent. 

Jn  fhort,  it  may  be  fuppofed 
with  good  reafon,  that  burning 
may  cure  three  different  ways  ;  by 
putting  the  noxious  humours  in  a 
great  motion,  which  makes  them 
turn  into  new  channels  ;  or  by 
making  them  fluid  from  a  ftate  of 
vifcidity,  which  comes  to  the  fame  } 
or  by  defiroying  a  part  of  the  dufts 
that  conveyed  them  in  too  great 
abundance. 
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A  Letter  from  Edward  Worthy 
Montague ,  Efq\  F.  R.  S.  to 
William  Wat  Jon,  M,  D.  F.  R.  S. 
containing  an  account  of  his  jour - 
ney  from  Cairo ,  in  Egypt ,  to  the 
written  mountains  in  the  defert 
cf  Sinai .  Received  January  the 
3d ;  and  read  before  the  Royal  So¬ 
ciety ,  March  13,  1766. 

* 

IT  is  with  a  good  deal  of  diffi¬ 
culty  that  I  have  prevailed  up¬ 
on  myfelf  to  write  to  you,  for,  as 
coming  now  to  Italy  was  quite  un- 
forefeen,  and  I  am  immediately 
going  back  to  the  eaft,  I  have  not 
my  journal  with  me,  but  luckily 
have  the  famous  infcriptions.  I 
am  fenfible  every  paper  I  fend  to 
the  royal  fociety  expoles  more  and 
more  my  incapacity.  However, 
as  thefe  infcriptions  are  much 
wanted,  I  cannot  avoid  fending 
them.  I  (hall  only  fpeak  to  fonse 
of  the  points  the  bilhop  of  Clogher 
mentions;  but  cannot  avoid  being- 
now  and  then  a  little  prolix. 

I  let  out  from  Cairo  by  the  road 
known  by  the  name  of  Tauriche 
Eenj  IfrapJ,  road  of  the  children 
of  Ifrael.  After  twenty  hours  tra¬ 
velling,  at  about  three  miles  an 
hour,  we  palled,  by  an  opening 
in  the  mountains  on  our  right 
hand,  the  mountains  Maxattee. 
There  are  two  more  roads  ;  one  to 
the  northward  of  this,  which  the 
Mecca  pilgrims  go  ;  and  one  to  the 
iouih?  between  the  mountains,  but 
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never  travelled  (as  it  does  not  lead 
to  Suez,  to  which  it  is  thirty  hours 
march  from  Cairo),  Through  this 
breach  the  children  of  Ifrael  are 
faid  to  have  entered  the  moun¬ 
tains,  and  not  to  have  taken  the 
moll;  fouthern  road,  which  I  think 
moll  probable :  for  thofe  valleys, 
to  judge  by  what  one  now  fees, 
could  not  be  palfable  for  Pharaoh’s 
chariots.  This  breach,  the  inha¬ 
bitants  told  me,  leads  direftly  to 
a  plain  called  Babeah,  which  in 
Arabic  lignihes  fomething  new  and 
extraordinary,  and  alfo  the  begin¬ 
ning,  as  the  beginning  of  every 
thing  is  new,  i.  e.  was  not  before 
known. 

At  Suez  I  found  an  opportunity 
of  going  to  Tor  by  fea,  which  I 
gladly  embraced,  that,  by  going 
nearer  the  place,  at  which  the  Xfrael- 
ites  are  iuppofed.  to  have  entered 
the  gulf,  and  having  a  view  from 
the  fea,  as  well  of  that  as  of  the 
oppolite  fhore,  I  might  be  a  little- 
better  able  to  form  a  judgment  a- 
bout  it.  Befides,  1  was  willing  to 
have  the  views,  bearings,  and  found¬ 
ings,  which  I  took,  and  they  will 
appear  fome  time  or  other  ;  but  this 
paper  would  fcarce  be  their  place, 
if  I  had  them  with  me. 

When  we  were  oppofite  to  Ba- 
deah,  it  feerned  to  me  (for  I  was 
not  on  ffiore)  a  plain,  capable  of 
containing  the  Ifraelites,  with  a 
fmall  elevation  in  the  middle  of  it. 
I  faw  fomething  too  like  ruins. 

The 

- 


For  the  YEAR  1767.  129 


The  captain  and  pilots  told  me, 
that  this  was  the  place  where  the 
Ifraelites  entered  the  fea,  and  the 
ruins  were  thofe  of  a  convent  ([ 
fuppofe  built  on  the  fpot  in  com¬ 
memoration  of  the  fad)  ;  they 
added  that  there  was  good  water 
there.  There  is  here  a  drong  cur¬ 
rent,  which  fets  to  the  oppofite 
Ihore,  about  fouth  eall ;  it  forms 
by  its  drength  a  whirlpool,  where 
failors  faid  fhips  were  lod,  if  forced 
into  it,  for  want  of  wind,  by  the 
current.  This  pool  is  about  fix 
miles  northward  of  Cape  Karon- 
del  ;  and  jud  below  this  pool 
there  is  a  fand,  a  flat  ifland  at  low 
water,  which  runs  ead  and  wed 
about  three  miles.  This  fand,  I 
fuppofe,  is  thrown  up  by  the  force 
of  the  current ;  and  the  fame  cur¬ 
rent,  by  the  refldance  it  meets 
with  from  this  bank,  being  forced 
back  into  the  cavity  made  by  this 
excavation,  forms  the  whirlpool. 
This  pool  is  called  Birque  Pha- 
raone,  the  well  or  pool  of  Pha¬ 
raoh  ;  and  here  they  affirm  his  hod 
was  dedroyed.  I  dial  I  fay  more 
of  this  as  I  travel  back  by  land. 
We  came  to  an  anchor  in  fifteen 
fathom  water,  within  a  mile  and 
a  half  of  the  fhore,  to  the  fouth- 
ward  of  this  fand,  and  in  the  Birque 
Karondel,  to  the  northward  of  the 
cape;  here  the  eadern  fhore  is  al¬ 
ready  mountainous,  which,  near 
this  place,  was  a  fandy  beach  :  the 
Egyptian  fhore,  from  Suez  to  Ba- 
deah,  is  likewife  rocky  and  deep; 
fo  no  entering  upon  the  gulf  from 
that  fhore,  but  at  Eaaeah  or 
Suez.  / 

It  is  high  water  always  when 
the  moon  is  at  her  meridian  height, 
and  it  ebbs  fix  hours.  At  Suez, 
it  flows  fix  feet ;  the  fpring  tides 
are  nine,  and  in  the  variable 
Vol.  X. 


months,  from  the  beginning  of 
November  to  the  end  of  April, 
fometimes  twelve.  From  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  May  to  the  beginning 
of  Qflober,  a  northerly  wind  ge¬ 
nerally  rifes  and  goes  down  with 
the  fun  ;  it  is  often  very  drong. 
This  wind  never  fails  in  thefe 
months,  unlefs  there  be  fome  vio¬ 
lent  dorm  ;  the  red  of  the  year 
the  winds  are  variable,  and  when 
they  blow  hard  at  S.  and  S.  S.  E. 
thefe  winds  fet  up  the  fea  through 
the  narrow  dreight  of  Babel  Man- 
del,  and  up  this  gulf  through  its 
mouth,  between  Gebel  El  Zait, 
on  the  wed  fide  of  this  fea,  and  the 
fouthermod  point  of  the  bay  of 
Tor,  on  the  ead  fide  of  this 
Wedern  branch  of  this  fea,  where 
it  is  not  above  twelve  or  fourteen 
miles  over.  1  fuppofe  fuch  a  wind, 
hindering  the  water  from  going 
out,  caufes  this  extraordinary  en- 
creafe  in  the  fpring  tides.  We  fee 
the  fame  thing  happen  with  the  fame 
winds  at  Venice,  both  gulfs  run¬ 
ning  nearly  ift  the  fame  direction. 

The  Egyptian,  wedern,  or  The¬ 
baic  fhore,  from  Badeah  foutbward, 
to  oppofite  Tor,  on  the  eaflem 
ihore,  is  all  mountainous  and 
deep;  and  at  Elim,  the  norther- 
moJt  point  of  the  bay  of  Tor  ends 
the  ridge  of  mountains,  which  be¬ 
gin  on  the  eadern  ihore  of  this 
wedern  branch  at  Karondel.  I  fay 
nothing  of  Elm,  or  Tor,  or  the 
marine  productions  of  this  gulf, 
as  this  paper  is  intended  to  give  an 
account  of  Sharme,  Meenah  El 
Dzahab,  Kadefh  Barnea,  the  done 
which  Moles  druck  twice,  and  the 
inscriptions.  I,  however,  mud  fay, 
that,  from  this  place,  mount  Sinai, 
properly  called,  cannot  be  feen  ; 
but  only  the  ridge  or  group  of 
mountains,  in  which  it  is,  and 
K  which 
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which  altogether  form  that  part  of 
this  tongue  of  land  called  in  ge¬ 
neral  mount  Sinai.  The  garden 
of  the  monks  of  mount  Sinai  at 
Elim  renders  in  dates,  & c.  20,000 
piaftres  per  ann.  or  £.  2,500. 

We  from  thence  croffed  the 
plain,  in  about  eight  hours,  and 
entered  the  mountains  of  Sinai. 
They  are  of  granite  of  different 
colours.  At  the  entrance  of  the 
narrow  breach,  through  which  we 
palled,  I  faw,  on  a  large  loofe  gra¬ 
nite  Hone,  an  infcription  in  un¬ 
known  chara&ers,  given,  T  think, 
by  Dr.  Pocock,  bilhop  of  Offory  ; 
however,  as  the  Ifraelites  had 
no  writing,  that  we  know  of, 
when  they  paffed  here,  I  did 
not  think  it  of  confequence  e- 
nough  to  flop  for ;  the  Arabs  told 
me,  it  was  relative  to  a  battle 
fought  here  between  Arabs ;  and 
indeed  I  do  not  fee  what  point 
of  hikory  it  can  illuftrate  ;  be- 
fides,  there  are  not  above  live  or 
iix  words.  We  arrived  at  the 
convent  of  Mount  Sinai,  after  the 
ufual  difficulties  mentioned  by  o- 
ther  travellers,  were  received  as 
ufual,  and  faw  the  ufual  places,  of 
which,  however,  I  lhall  give  the 
plans  as  well  as  elevations,  which 
I  took.  I  mult  fay,  that  the  monks 
were  far  from  owning  to  me,  that 
they  had  ever  meddled  with  the 
print  of  the  foot  of  Mahomet’s 
camel.  I  examined  it  narrowly, 
and  no  chiffel  has  abfolutely  ever 
touched  it,  for  the  coat  of  the 
granite  is  entire  and  unbroke  in 
every  part ;  and  every  body  knows, 
that  if  the  coat  of  lefs  hard  ftones 
than  granite  is  once  dekroyed,  it 
never  returns.  It  is  a  moll  curious 
lufus  naturas,  and  the  Mahometans 
turn  it  to  their  ufe. 

Meribah  is  indeed  furprifingly 


ftriking.  I  examined  the  lips  of  its 
mouths,  and  found  that  no  chiffel 
had  ever  worked  there ;  the  chan¬ 
nel  is  plainly  worn  by  only  the 
courfe  of  water,  and  the  bare  in- 
fpe6tion  of  it  is  fufficient  to  con¬ 
vince  any  one  it  is  not  the  work 
of  man.  Amongft  the  innumera¬ 
ble  cracks  in  rocks,  which  I  have 
feen  in  this,  as  well  as  other  parts 
of  the  world,  I  never  met  with  any 
like  this,  except  that  at  Jerufalem, 
and  the  two  which  are  in  the  rock 
Mofes  kruck  twice,  of  which  here¬ 
after. 

I  had  enquired  of  the  captain 
and  the  two  pilots  of  our  ffiip, 
about  Sharme  and  Dzahab,  on  the 
wekern  ffiore  of  the  eakern  branch 
of  the  Red-fea ;  they  told  me  that 
they  were  often  forced  up  the 
Elanitic  gulf,  the  eakern  branch 
of  the  Red-fea,  and  generally  went 
to  Sharme,  and  fometimes  as  high 
as  Dzahab  ;  that  they  generally 
ran  from  Cape  Mahomet,  the 
fouthermok  part  of  the  peninfula 
between  thofe  two  gulfs,  to  Sharme, 
in  hx  hours,  becaufe  they  always 
made  as  much  more  way,  as  they 
commonly  do,  they  very  feldom 
going  there  but  in  a  korm  :  They 
generally  run  four  knots,  fo  this 
makes  forty -eight  miles,  which 
brings  it  to  the  northward  of  Tor. 
Tor  is  in  lat.  27.  5^.  Cape  Ma¬ 
homet  thirty  miles  fouthward,  lat. 
27.  25.  Sharme  forty-eight  miles 
nearly  N.  lat.  28.  13.  consequently 
about  E.  N.  of  Sinai.  The  port 
is  pretty  large,  furrounded  with 
high  mountains,  the  entrance  very 
narrow,  and  the  water  deep  quite 
to  the  rocks,  which  are  fo  very 
keep,  that  a  kone  dropt  from  the 
fummit  falls  into  the  bafon.  No 
wind  can  be  felt  here ;  they  don’t 
call;  anchor,  but  faken  their  cables 

to 


For  the  YEAR  1767. 


to  the  rocks.  There  is  good  wa¬ 
ter  ;  Tome  habitations  are  found 
on  the  iides  of  the  mountains,  and 
a  pretty  large  village  at  top : 
This  feems  to  anfwer  the  idea  of 
Neft-Ken.  Dzahab  lies  as  high 
again  up  the  gulf,  fo  forty-eight 
miles  more,  or  in  lat.  29.  1  his 

port  is  confiderably  larger  than 
the  former,  and  very  good,  .but  not 
fo  ciofely  furrounded  with  moun¬ 
tains  ;  it  is,  however,  very  fafe. 
There  is  a  well  o'  great  antiquity 
with  very  good  water  ;  very  con- 
liderable  ruins  are  found,  and  they 
fay,  there  was  a  great  city  former¬ 
ly  ;  but  no  inhabitants  now,  ex¬ 
cept  an  Arabian  camp  of  2c  00 
men.  There  is  a  road  from  it  to 
Jerufalem,  formerly  much  fre¬ 
quented.  Thus  far  the  captain 
and  pilots.  I  enquired  from  the 
monks,  as  well  as  Arabs,  about 
thefe  places,  as  well  as  about  the 
ruins,  fuppofed  by  my  learned 
friend,  the  bifhop  of  Offory,  to 
be  Kadelh  Barnea :  the  former 
could  only  tell  me,  they  had  not 
received  any  fifh  from  thence  in 
many  years,  that  it  was  two  eafy 
days  journey  off,  but  the  road 
was  mountainous ;  fo  one  rnay  fup- 
pofe  the  diftance  lefs  than  forty 
miles.  The  Arabs  agreed  as  to  the 
road;  but  they  faid,  it  was  once 
a  large  place,  where  their  prince 
lived,  whofe  daughter  Mofes  mar¬ 
ried,  that  Mofes  was  afterwards 
their  prince,  and  the  greateft  of 
all  prophets.  Thefe  Arabs  place 
Mofes  the  firffc,  Solomon  the  fe- 
cond,  Mahomet  the  third,  Chrift 
the  fourth,  and  then  the  prophets 
of  the  Bible.  As  to  Dzahab,  the 
monks  only  knew  the  diitance  to 
be  four  days  journey,  and  that 
there  was  a  road  from  it  to  Jeru¬ 
falem  :  The  Arabs  told  me  the 


fame,  fo  the  diftance  is  about 
eighty  miles.  I  enquired  of  them 
all  about  the  ruins ;  they  told  me 
there  were  confiderable  ones  about 
half  way  to  Hzahab,  about  forty- 
miles  from  Sinai  ;  but  I  fhould 
think  Kadelh  muft  have  been  much 
nearer  to  Jerufalem.  1  would  wil¬ 
lingly  have  gone  to  thefe  places; 
but  as  the  four  clans  of  Arabs, 
which  inhabit  this  promontory, 
were  then  at  war  one  w.th  the  other, 
I  could  get  no  conductor.  In  ano¬ 
ther  journev  I  hope  to  be  more 
lucky,  for  this  is  all  hearfay;  how¬ 
ever,  combining  the  whole  toge¬ 
ther,  and  comparing  it  with  what 
we  collect  from  fcripture,  I  think 
we  may  well  conclude,  Sharme  to 
be  Midian,  and  Meenah  F,1  Dza¬ 
hab  to  be  Exiongeber :  what  the 
interjacent  ruins  are  I  cannot  con- 
je&ure  ;  but  I  believe  I  have  found 
Kadelh  Barnea  to  be  elfewhere. 

I  think  it  cannot  be  here,  for  the 
Ifraelites  were  on  the  borders  of 
the  Holy  Land,  or  Land  of  Pro- 
mife,  when  they  were  ordered 
back ;  and  when  they  were  flop¬ 
ped  by  the  Moabites,  they  are 
faid  to  have  been  brought  up  from 
Kadelh  Barnea;  and  I  meet  with 
no  place  in  facred  writing,  or  any 
ar.tient  geographer,  neither  Strabo 
nor  anv  other,  that  draw  the  line 
of  diviuon  between  this  promon¬ 
tory  and  the  Land  of  Promife  fo 
low  down  ;  nor  could  they  do  it, 
as  thefe  ruins  are  within  almoft 
feventy  miies  of  the  extremity  of 
it.  There  are  two  roads  from. 
Mount  Sinai  to  Jerufalem  the  one 
through  Pharan,  the  other  by  the 
way  of  Dzahab:  1  hat  through 
Pharan  is  eleven  days  journey  : 
two  to  Pharan  :  three  to  a  ftation 
of  the  Mecca  pilgrims  called 
Scheich  Ali,  one  and  an  half  to 
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fome  confiderable  ruins  ;  all  this 
to  the  northward  :  from  thence 
four  and  fomething  more  to  Je- 
rufalem,  by  way  of  Hebron,  leav¬ 
ing  the  Afphaltic  lake  on  the  right 
hand  to  the  fouth-eaftward.  The 
other  way  is  longer,  on  account 
of  the  road  being  more  moun¬ 
tainous  ;  that  too  paffes  the  fame 
ruins,  and  alfo  Scheich  Ali.  I 
enquired  about  this  when  I  was  at 
Jerufalem,  and  received  the  very 
fame  account,  with  this  addition, 
that  fuch  Mahometans,  as  went 
from  Jerufalem  to  Mecca,  went 
that  way,  to  join  the  Cairo  cara¬ 
van  at  Scheich  Ali.  This  feems 
to  be  a  fituation  oppofite  to  Kadefti 
Barnea ;  at  the  line  drawn  by  all  the 
geographers ;  it  is  without  Mount 
Sinai  (taken  for  this  whole  trad)  ; 
and  j uft  before  the  Moabites,  as  the 
children  of  Ifrael  palled  by  Mount 
Hor,  now  Acaba,  leaving  the  Af¬ 
phaltic  lake  on  their  left  hand,  to 
the  north-wed.  The  tradition  too 
of  the  Arabs  is,  that  they  paffed  this 
way  ;  therefore,  I  think,  Kadpfti 
Barnea  mull  be  near  this  fpot. 
There  are  here  confiderable  ruins ; 
and  1  know  of  no  city  that  ever 
was  here,  for  Petra  lay  more  to  the 
eaft,  between  the  Afphaltic  lake 
and  the  Blanitic  gulf.  To  leave 
no  enquiry  wanting,  I  alked  the 
Jtabbins  of  Jerufalem,  where  they 
placed  Kadefti  Barnea ;  and  they 
Paid,  thefe  ruins. 

We  fet  out  from  Mount  Sinai  by 
the  way  of  Scheich  Salem  ;  and, 
after  we  had  paffed  Mahomet’s 
done,  came  to  the  beautiful  valley, 
mentioned  in  the  journal.  I  lay 
there  (and  hope  I  have  discovered 
the  manna,  but  that  will  be  the 
fubjed  of  another  paper)  and  did 
not  fet  out  before  day-light,  that 
I  might  not  pafs  the  rock  which 


Mofes  ftruck  twice.  I  fearchec?, 
and  enquired  of  my  Arabs,  but 
could  neither  hear  nor  fee  any 
thing  of  it.  I  faw  feveral  fhort 
infcriptions  ftained  on  fome  parts 
cf  the  mountains,  the  charaders 
being  the  fame  with  thofe  on  Mount 
Sinai,  Meribah,  &c.  given  by  the 
bifhop  of  Offory.  About  four 
miles  before  we  arrived  at  Pharan, 
we  palled  through  a  remarkable 
breach  in  a  rock  ;  each  fide  of  it 
is  perpendicular  as  a  wall,  about 
eighty  feet  high,  and  the  breach 
is  about  forty  broad.  It  is  at  this 
breach,  I  imagine,  the  Horiteswere 
fmote,  four  miles  beyond  the  pre- 
fent  ruins  of  Pharan  ;  for  having 
paffed  this  breach  they  could  make 
a  ftand,  nor  could  they  well  be 
purfued.  Here,  on  the  tops  of  the 
mountains  to  our  right  hand,  were 
ruins  of  buildings,  and  one  feem- 
ed  a  caftle.  From  Meribah  to 
near  this  place,  we  had  always  ra¬ 
ther  defcended  ;  in  moft  places 
there  is  the  bed  of  a  ftream,  and 
after  rain  the  water  runs  ;  but  a 
little  before  we  came  to  this  breach, 
it  winded  off  towards  the  weft, 
for  the  waters  fall  into  that  part  of 
the  defert  we  croffed  from  Tor. 
Between  this  breach  and  Pharan, 
there  are  feveral  fprings,  and  one 
at  Pharan  where  we  encamped ; 
there  is  the  bed  of  the  river  men¬ 
tioned  by  the  journal,  the  tradi¬ 
tional  account  of  which  agrees., 
with  what  is  faid  by  St.  Paul.,, 
Waters  feem  to  have  run  from  Me- 
ribah  to  within  about  fix  miles  ofi: 
this  place;  the  bed  of  a  ftream  is  is 
here  again  very  plain  and  a  fpring;’ 
at  the  upper  end  of  it,  which  does! 
not  yield  water  enough  to  make:; 
a  ftream,  the  bed  then  is  dry  ;; 
four  valleys  terminate  here,  and! 
form  a  large  area.  I  enquired! 
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about  the  road  to  Jerufalem  ;  the 
people  agreed  in  the  diftance  and 
ruins.  We  travelled  in  the  bed  of 
the  river  through  the  valley  to  the 
north  ;  and  in  about  half  an  hour, 
the  fight  and  appearance  of  a 
large  done,  not  unlike  Meribah, 
which  lay  at  fome  didance  from 
the  mountain  on  our  right  hand, 
druck  me  ;  and  I  alfo  obferved,  it 
had  many  fmall  Hones  upon  it. 
The  Arabs,  when  they  have  any 
Slone  or  fpot  in  veneration,  as 
Mahomet’s  done,  and  the  like, 
after  their  devotion,  lay  fome 
ifmooth  done  upon  it.  I  alked 
what  it  was  ;  they  told  me  Hagar 
fMoufa,  the  done  of  Mofes.  I 
told  them  that  could  not  be,  for 
that  lay  in  Rephidim ;  they  faid 
that  was  true,  but  this  was  Hagar 
il  Chotatain,  the  done  of  the  two 
drokes  ;  that  he  druck  it  twice, 
and  more  water  came  from  it  than 
from  Meribah  ;  witnefs  the  river. 
The  bed  of  the  river  winds  to  the 
leadward,  about  E.  S.  E.  I  alk- 
ied  how  far  it  went ;  they  faid 
j this  bed  ran  by  Scheich  Ali  to 
thofe  ruins,  and  quite  away  to 
the  fea  ;  fo  the  river  mud  have 
begun  here,  and  not  at  Pharan, 
and  the  bed  from  Pharan  here  is 
only  formed  (I  fuppofe)  by  winter 
torrents.  If  this  is  the  bed  of  the 
[river  mentioned  by  St.  Paul,  as  I 
idare  fay  it  is,  we  have  the  fecond 
'rofk  :  if  it  runs  to  the  ruins,  as  is 
faid,  and  there  is  no  reafon  to 
doubt  it,  they  will  be  pretty 
plainly  thofe  of  Kadelh  Barnea  ; 
land  if  this  bed  continues  in  the 
fame  courfe  to  the  fea  ;  as  it  pro- 
ibably  does,  this  probably  is  the 
•river  at  Rinocolura,  fuppofed  by 
lEratodhenes,  to  be  formed  by  the 
Arabian  lakes  ;  becaufe  he  did  not 
know  its  miraculous  head.  This 


river  is  doubted  of  by  Strabo, 
becaufe  dried  up  to  the  fource, 
from  the  time  the  Ifraelites  en¬ 
tered  the  Land  of  Promife,  and 
the  tradition  was  then  led.  You 
may  fee  Strabo’s  AlTyria,  edit. 
Cafaubon,  p.  5.  10.  towards  the 
bottom.  Pardon  this  bold  con¬ 
jecture  ;  but  it  coincides  and  con¬ 
ciliates  facred  hiilory  with  antient 
geography.  This  too  feems  a 
proof,  that  this  is  really  the  fe¬ 
cond  druck  rock.  As  to  the 
fprings  between  the  breach  and 
Pharan,  they  certainly  did  not  ex- 
id  in  the  time  of  Mofes  ;  or,  if 
they  did,  they  would  have  been  as 
nothing  to  fo  many  people. 

We  went  down  a  large  valley 
to  the  wed  towards  the  fea,  and 
paffed  the  head  of  a  valley,  a  part 
of  the  defert  of  Sin,  which  fepa- 
rates  the  mountains  of  Pharan. 
from  thofe  which  run  along  the 
coad,  and  the  fame  plain  which, 
we  had  palfed  from  Tor.  We  had 
fcarce  entered  thefe  mountains, 
and  travelled  an  hour,  when  after 
palling  a  mountain,  where  there 
were  vilible  marks  of  an  extin* 
guilhed  fubterraneous  fire,  we 
favv,  on  our  left  hand,  a  fmall 
rock,  with  fome  unknown  cha¬ 
racters  cut  on  it,  not  dained  up¬ 
on  it,  as  thofe  hitherto  met  with  ; 
and  in  ten  minutes,  we  entered 
a  valley  fix  miles  broad,  running 
nearly  north  and  fouth,  with  all 
the  rocks  which  enclole  it  on  the 
weft  fide,  covered  with  charac¬ 
ters.  Thefe  are  what  are  called 
Gebel  El  Macaatab,  the  written 
mountains.  On  examining  thefe 
characters,  I  was  greatly  difap- 
pointed,  in  finding  them  every 
where  interfperfed  with  figures 
of  men  and  beads,  which  con¬ 
vinced  me  they  were  not  written 
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by  the  Ifraelites;  for  if  they  had 
been  after  the  publication  of  the 
law,  Moles  would  not  have  per¬ 
mitted  them  to  engrave  images,  fo 
immediately  after  he  had  receiv¬ 
ed  the  fecond  commandment:  if 
they  went  this  way,  and  not  along 
the  coalt,  they  had  then  no  cha¬ 
racters,  that  we  know  of,  unlefs 
fome  of  them  were  {killed  in  hi¬ 
eroglyphics,  and  thefe  have  no 
connexion  with  them.  It  will  be 
difficult  to  guefs  what  thefe  in- 
fcriptions  are;  and,  I  fear,  if 
ever  it  is  difcovered,  they  will  be 
fcarce  worth  the  pains.  If  con¬ 
jecture  be  permitted,  I  will  give 
my  very  weak  thoughts.  They 
cannot  have  been  written  by  If 
raebtes,  o>*  Mahometans,  for  the 
above  reai'on  ;  and  ifbyMahome 
tans,  they  would  have  fome  re- 
femblance  to  fome  fort  of  uphic 
charaClers,  which  were  the  cha¬ 
racters  ufed  in  the  Arabic  lan¬ 
guage,  before  the  introduction  of 
the  prefent  Arabic  letters.  The 
firft  MSS.  of  the  alcoran  were  in 
Cuphic  ;  there  is  a  very  hne  one 
at  Cairo,  which  I  could  not  pur- 
chale,  lor  it  is  in  the  principal 
mofque  ;  and  the  Iman  would  not 
Ileal  it  for  me,  under  four  hun¬ 
dred  fequins,  JT2qo  T  hefe  have 
not  the  lealt  rek mblance  to  them  : 
Saracen  characters  are  very  un¬ 
like  ;  befides,  I  fbould  place  them 
higher  than  the  Hegira.  I  think 
it  then  not  unprobable  that  they 
were  written  in  the  hrft  ages  of 
chriftianity,  and  perhaps  the  very 
firft ;  when,  I  fuppofe.  pilgrima¬ 
ges  from  Jerufalem  to  Mount  Si¬ 
nai  were  faffiionable,  confequent- 
Jy  frequent  and  numerous,  by  the 
new  Chriltian  Jews,  who  believed 
in  Chrift  ;  therefore,  I  fhould  be¬ 
lieve  them  Hebrew  characters. 


ufed  vulgarly  by  the  Jews  abm# 
the  time  of  Chrilt.  I  fhewed 
them  when  at  Jerufalem  to  the  rab¬ 
bins  ;  they  were  of  the  fame  opi¬ 


nion,  and  thought 


which  is 


frequent,  was  ohm ;  and  to  that 


which  is  juft  before  with  a  fmalj 
crofs  tfttin  qttf  by  chang¬ 

ing  the  Jhin  into  Jin ,  and  add- 
ing  je ,  it  might  be  an  Arabic 

word  a  crofs,  and  might 

be  explained,  the  crofs  borne  or 
carried  by  Jef us.  The  Hebrew 

would  be  Jefus  brought  fafety,  or 
ffilvation.  But,  Sir,  more  able 
than  me  will  judge  better.  Thefe 
are  all  conjectures  ;  and  it  feems 
much  eafier  to  fay  what  thefe  in- 
fcriptions  are  not,  than  what  they 
are.  They  can  fcarce  be  of  St. 
Helen’s  time ;  for  they  would 
have  fome  analogy  with  Greek 
chara -  ers,  and  thev  have  none. 
Perhaps  fome  gentlemen  will 
think  them  ancient  Egyptian, 
written  by  the  colony  which 
they  fuppofe  went  to  inhabit  Chi¬ 
na.  That  is  a  matter  I  won’t 
meddle  with  ;  but  among!!  many 
others,  it  will  be  liable  to  one  great 
objection,  which  is,  that  fuch  co¬ 
lony,  if  there  ever  was  one,  pro¬ 
bably  went  the  ftreight  road,  from 
the  head  of  one  gulf  to  the  head 
of  the  other,  from  Hierapolis  to 
Eloth,  the  way  the  Mecca  pil¬ 
grims  now  go.  This  place  would 
have  been  far  out  of  their  way, 
being  at  leaf!  fixty  miles  to  the 
fouthward  of  the  pilgrims  road, 
unlefs  they  were  fuppoled  to  have 
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Had  tranfports  at  Dzahab,  or 
Sharme.  I,  for  the  firft  reafon 
given,  did  not  think  them  written 
by  the  Israelites,  ,and  could  not 
conceive  that  they  were  of  any 
great  confequence.  I  only  took 
thefe  few  as  a  Specimen.  Here 
are  on  other  parts  of  this  rock, 
fome  Greek,  and  Arabic,  as  well 
as  fome  Saracen  inscriptions,  and 
an  Hebrew  one,  which  is, 

TDtoi.  The  Saracens  and  Arabic 
only  fay,  “  Such  an  one  was  here  at 
fuch  a  time  the  fame  fay  the 
Greek  ones,  except  one,  which 
fays,  as  I  remember,  for  I  have 
it  not  with  me,  “  The  evil  ge¬ 
nius  of  the  army  wrote  this,” 
which  can  only  prove,  that  fome 
body  of  Greeks  was  worded  here, 
after  the  characters  were  written, 
and  that  they  attributed  their  de¬ 
feat  to  fome  magic  power  in 
thefe  characters  :  as  we  are  now 
fruitful  in  conjecture,  perhaps  fome 
gentlemen  will  bring  Xenophon 
here.  The  characters  feem  to  be 
of  the  very  fame  kind  with  thofe 
llained  on  different  parts  of 
Mount  Sinai,  Meribah,  &c.  which 
my  learned  and  accurate  friend 
the  biffiop  of  OiTory  has  given. 

The  third  day  from  this  place, 
travelling  weftward,  we  encamp¬ 
ed  at  Sarondou,  as  the  journal 
calls  it ;  but  it  is  Korondel,  where 
are  the  bitter  waters,  Marah.  I 
tried  if  the  branches  of  any  of  the 
trees  had  any  efteCt  on  the  wa¬ 
ters  ;  but  found  none:  fo  the  ef¬ 
fect  mentioned  in  Scripture  muff 
have  been  miraculous.  Thefe 
waters  at  the  Spring  are  Somewhat 
bitter  and  brackiSh,  but  as  every 
foot  they  run  over  the  fand  is 
covered  with  bituminous  falts, 
grown  up  by  the  excefiive  heat 
of  the  fun,  they  acquire  much 
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faltnefs  and  bitternefs,  and  very 
foon  become  not  potable.  This 
place,  off  which  the  (hips  caff 
anchor,  is  below  the  fand,  which 
I  mentioned  before,  near  the 
Birque  ICorondel.  After  nine 
hours  and  a  half  march,  we  ar¬ 
rived  and  encamped  at  the  defert 
of  Shur,  or  Sour.  The  conftant 
tradition  is,  that  the  ISraelites  a- 
fcended  from  the  fea  here  ;  this  is, 
oppoffte  to  the  plain  Badeah  to 
which  the  above  mentioned  pafs 
in  the  mountains  leads.  From 
this  place  the  openings  in  the 
mountains  appear  a  great  crack, 
and  may  be  called  a  mouth,  tak¬ 
ing  Hiroth  for  an  appellative. 
However,  I  Ihould  rather  adopt 
the  fignification  of  liberty.  It 
would  hardly  have  been  neceffary 
for  the  Israelites  to  paSs  the 
fea,  if  they  were  within  two  or 
three  miles  of  the  northern  ex¬ 
tremity  of  the  gulf;  the  fpace  of 
at  moil  two  miles,  the  breadth  of 
the  gulf  at  Suez,  and  at  moft 
three  foot  deep  at  low  water,  for 
it  is  then  conftantly  waded  over, 
could  not  have  contained  fo  many 
people,  or  drowned  Pharaoh’s  ar¬ 
my.  There  would  have  been 
little  neceflity  for  his  cavalry  and 
chariots  to  precipitate  themfelve^ 
after  a  number  of  people  on  foot, 
incumbered  with  their  wives,  chil¬ 
dren  and  baggage  ;  when  they 
could  foon  have  overtaken  them 
with  going  fo  little  about.  Thefe 
reafons,  added  to  the  ffgnifi- 
cant  names  of  the  places,  Tau- 
rache  Beni  Ifrael,  road  of  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  Ifrael  ;  Attacah,  Deli¬ 
verance,  Pihahiroth,  whether  an 
appellative  or  lignificative ;  Ba¬ 
deah,  new  thing,  or  miracle; 
Bachorel  Polium,  fea  of  destruc¬ 
tion  ;  convince  me  that  the  Ilra- 
K  4  elites 
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elites  entered  the  fea  at  Badeah, 
and  no  where  elfe  Befides,  all 
the  reft  of  the  coaft  from  Suez, 
and  below  Badeah,  is  fteep  rocks, 
fo  there  muft  have' been  another 
miracle  for  them  to  def  end  :  the 
current  too  fees  from  this  place 
where  we  encamped,  toward  the 
oppofite  Chore  into  the  pool  Birque 
Pharaone,  Pool  of  Pharaoh,  where, 
the  tradition  is,  his  hoft  was 
drowned  ;  a  current,  formed,  1 
juppofe,  by  the  falling  and  rulh- 
ing  of  one  watery  wall  on  the 
other,  and  driving  it  down  ;  a 
current,  perhaps,  by  God  per¬ 
mitted  to  remain  ever  fince,  in 
memoriam  rei ;  the  ditlance  to  the 
bitter  waters  is  about  thirty  miles. 
I  omitted  to  mention  in  its  place, 
that,  between  this  and  Korondel, 
we  were  not  fo  lucky  as  the  au¬ 
thor  of  the  journal,  who  met  with 
&  charming  rivulet  of  fweet  water; 
we  met  with  none,  good  or  bad. 
The  Ain  Moufa.  which  the  Isra¬ 
elites  would  have  met  with,  if 
they  had  pafted  at  Suez,  and  the 
coaft  from  hence  fouthward,  about 
a  mile  to  Tor,  being  all  rock,  and 
deep  too,  induce  me  to  believe, 
that  they  entered  the  fea  at  Ba¬ 
deah.  and  afeended  from  it  here, 
and  not  at  ary  other  place.  But  I 
am  coo  fen  ft  ble  of  m)  own  inabi¬ 
lity  to  decide,  ana  leave  that  to 
better  judges  than  I  am.  I  only 
throw  out  what  occurs  to  me, 
from  the  i n fpedtion  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  an  infpeCtion  as  accurate  as  I 
am  capable  of,  if  any  thing  I 
have  (aid  can  in  the  lea  ft  fupport 
that  revelation,  to  w'hich  I  dare 
declare  myfelf  a  friend,  even  in 
this  enlightened  age,  I  ih all  be 
very  happy  ;  or  if  this  trip  of 
mine  can  be  of  any  ufe  whatever, 
as  I  had  great  pkaiure  in  it,  1  may 
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truly  fay  with  Horace,  —  Omn® 
tulit  punftum,  &c. 

The  denomination  of  tpDQ*,  I 
belie  e,  only  regards  the  Hiera- 
politic  branch,  as  the  marine  pro¬ 
ductions,  Madrepores,  &c.  which 
form  admirable  forefts  in  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  it,  are  not  in  the  Elanitic 
branch,  or  the  gulf ;  l  mean  the 
broad  part  below  Cape  Mahomet. 
No  more  than  that  weftern  branch 
was  known  to  the  Ifraelites  at 
the  time  of  their  paffage,  if  it  was 
to  the  Egyptians;  but  the  name 
defeended  to  the  whole,  as  their 
knowledge  of  it.  The  Red  Sea 
feems  to  regard  the  broad  part  a- 
lone ;  for  though  there  are  not 
the  above  mentioned  fea  produc¬ 
tions,  yet  there  is  fo  great  a  quan¬ 
tity  of  the  tube  coral  (not  found 
in  the  weftern  branch  of  the  Hie- 
rapolitic  gulf)  and  fuch  rocks,  as 
one  may  fay  of  them,  that  the 
Gedda  (hips  fallen  themielves  to 
them  inftead  of  calling  anchor. 
It  is  of  a  deep  red,  fo  that  pof- 
fibly,  the  ftrit  navigators  entering 
at  the  ftreight  of  Babel  Mandel, 
from  the  red  they  faw,  called  it 
the  Red  Sea,  and  that  name  de¬ 
feended  to  the  whole  with  their 
navigation  This  fea  is  tempeft* 
uous  and  full  of  lhoals  ;  there  is 
no  barbour  on  the  Arabian  coaft: 
after  Tor,  except  one,  I  mean  be¬ 
tween  buez  and  Gidda  or  Mecca, 
which  is  a  day  and  a  half  from 
Gidda.  Gidda  is  its  port  ;  and 
there  is  only  -one  on  the  other 
coaft,  Coftire  ;  but  it  is  a  very  bad 
one;  however,  (blips  fometimes 
go  thither,  and  caravans  crofs  the 
country  to  Morfhout.  The  Chips 
are,  as  the  biChop  of  Oftory  has 
deferibed  them  ;  the  helm  is  on 
the  outftde,  as  I  fuppofe  with  his 
lordlhip,  that  of  St.  Paul  was. 
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They  make  ufe  of  but  four  fails, 
and  no  compafs,  nor  do  they  ever 
call;  the  lead.  They  fail  only  by 
day-light,  from  anchoring  place  to 
anchoring  place,  and  are  not  above 
two  days  out  of  fight  of  land,  from 
Cape  Mahomet  to  the  Arabian 
main  ;  if  a  gale  happen,  they  are 
often  loft;  about  one  in  ten  every 
year.  I  (hall  be  glad  to  ,be  ho¬ 
noured  with  the  fociety  s  com¬ 
mands,  and  in  communicating  this 
you  will  oblige. 

Sir, 

Your  mod  humble  Servant, 

Ed.  Wortley  Montagu. 

r 

Pifa,  Dec. 

2,  1765. 

P.  S.  I  am  a  very  bad  draughts¬ 
man  ;  but  I  allure  you  the  (ketch¬ 
es  contained  in  plate  III.  are  ra¬ 
ther  better  than  the  originals. 
They  are  about  fix  inches  long, 
the  marble  is  whitifh,  in  forne  pla¬ 
ces  reddifh,  of  a  flefh  colour;  they 
are  engraved  with  a  pointed  in- 
drument,  for  one  fees  in  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  them,  round  marks  of  the 
point  of  the  indrument.  I  have 
met  with  much  bafalto,  but  not 
one  piece  of  that  foft  Hone  of 
which  is  the  bud  at  Turin,  nor 
any  of  the  characters  upon  it,  ex¬ 
cept  fome  are  found  amongd  thefe, 
I  have  neither  feen  any  head, 
bud,  or  datue,  in  the  character  of 
that. 

The  fecond  rock  druck  by  Mo¬ 
les  is,  I  think,  43  feet  long,  16 
broad,  13  high  ;  it  has  two  cracks, 
oblique  ones  ;  in  them  are  fome 
mouths,  like  thofe  of  Meribah  : 
it  is  of  a  hard  done,  not  granite 
or  marble. 

f  have  the  exadl  dimenfions  and 


elevation  of  the  fecond  done,  as 
well  as  of  Meribah. 

"  '  ,  ■  \ 

Some  account  of  the  ruins  of  Poefum9 
or  Pojjidonia ,  an  ancient  city  of 
Magna  Gracia ,  in  the  kingdom, 
of  Naples ,  which  have  been  late¬ 
ly  dijcovered.  Extraded  from  a 
’work  newly  publijhed ,  that  con¬ 
tains  a  defcri;tion  and  ’Views  of 
the  remaining  antiquities ,  the 
infcriptions  that  have  been  dif- 
co  vered  in  or  near  that  city ,  to¬ 
gether  with  its  ancient  and  modern 
hiftory ,  Cffc. 

HO  W  adonilhing  foever  it 
may  feem,  that  fuch  very 
considerable  remains  of  ancient 
magnificence  fihould  have  conti¬ 
nued  totally  undifcovered  during 
fo  many  centuries,  it  is  neverthe- 
lefs  mod  certain  that  the  author  of 
this  book  is  the  fird  traveller  who 
has  given  us  any  account  of  the 
ruins  of  Poedum,  If  indeed  this 
city,  like  Herculaneum,  had  been 
buried  under  ground  by  an  earth¬ 
quake  or  the  eruption  of  a  vol¬ 
cano,  its  concealments  would  not 
be  at  all  miraculous.  This  mira¬ 
cle,  however,  is  to  be  accounted 
for  from  its  remote  iituation,  in  a 
part  of  Italy  entirely  unfrequent¬ 
ed  by  travellers.  The  manner  in 
which  it  was  difcovered  is  related 
by  our  author  in  the  following 
words:  (t  In  the  year  17333  an 
apprentice  to  a  painter  at  Naples, 
who  was  on  a  vifit  to  his  friends 
at  Capaccio,  by  accident  took  a 
walk  to  the  mountains  which  fur- 
round  the  territory  of  Poedum, 
The  only  habitation  he  perceived 
was  the  cottage  of  a  farmer,  who 
cultivated  the  bed  part  of  the 

ground, 
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ground,  and  referved  die  reft  for 
pafture.  The  ruins  of  the  anti- 
ent  city  made  a  part  of  this  view, 
and  particularly  ftruck  the  eyes 
of  the  young  painter  ;  who,  ap¬ 
proaching  nearer,  faw  with  afto- 
mfhment,  walls,  towers,  gates, 
and  temples.  Upon  his  return  to 
Capaccio,  he  confulted  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  people  about  the  origin 
of  thefe  monuments  of  antiquity. 
He  could  only  learn,  that  this 
part  of  the  country  had  been  un¬ 
cultivated  and  abandoned  during 
their  memory  ;  that  about  ten 
years  before,  the  farmer,  whofe 
habitation  he  had  noticed,  efta- 
blifhed  himfelf  there  ;  and  that 
having  dug  in- many  places,  and 
Searched  among  the  ruins  that  lay 
round  him,  he  had  found  treafures 
fufhcient  to  enable  him  to  pur- 
chafe  the  whole.  At  the  painter’s 
return  to  Naples,  he  informed  his 
mailer  of  thefe  particulars,  whofe 
curiofity  was  fo  greatly  excited 
by  the  defcription,  that  he  took  a 
journey  to  the  place,  and  made 
drawings  of  the  principal  views. 
Thefe  were  Ihewn  to  the  king  of 
Naples,  who  ordered  the  ruins  to 
be  cleared,  and  Podium  arofe 
from' the  obfcurity  in  which  it  had 
remained  for  upwards  of  feven 
hundred  years,  as  little  known  to 
the  neighbouring  inhabitants  as  to 
travellers.” 

Our  learned  author,  who  has 
certainly  been  upon  the  fpot,  gives 
the  following  defcription  of  Po- 
*fturn,  in  its  prefent  ftate.  It  is, 
fays  he,  of  an  oblong  figure,  about 
two  miles  and  a  half  in  circum¬ 
ference.  It  has  four  gates,  which 
are  oppofite  to  each  other.  On 
the  key  ftone  of  the  arch  of  the 
jtorth  gate,  on  the  outfide,  is  the 
figure  of  Neptune  in  bafTo  relievo. 


and  within  a  hippocampus.  The 
walls  which  Hill  remain  are  com- 
pofed  of  very  large  cubical  ftones, 
and  are  extremely  thick,  in  fome 
parts  eighteen  feet.  That  the 
walls  have  remained  unto  this 
time,  is  owing  to  the  very  exa£l 
manner  in  which  the  ftones  are 
fitted  to  one  another  (a  circum- 
ftance  obferved  univerfally  in  the 
mafonry  of  the  antients ;  and  per¬ 
haps  in  fome  meafure  to  a  ftaiac- 
tical  concretion  which  has  grown 
over  them.  On  the  walls  here 
and  there  are  placed  towers  of  dif¬ 
ferent  heights,  thofe  near  the  gates 
being  much  higher  and  larger  than 
the  others,  and  are  evidently  of 
modern  workmanfhip.  Ide  ob- 
ferves  that,  from  its  fituation  a- 
mong  marfhes,  bituminous  and 
fulphurous  fprings,  Poeftum  mu  ft 
have  been  unwholefome  ;  a  cir- 
cumftance  mentioned  by  Strabo, 
viorhofam  earn  facit  fiu^vius  in  pa~ 
ludes  dijfufus ,  In  fuch  a  fituation 
the  water  mult  have  been  bad. 
Hence  the  inhabitants  were  oblig¬ 
ed  to  convey  that  neceftary  of  life 
from  purer  fprings  by  means  of 
aquedufts,  of  which  many  veftiges 
ftiil  remain. 

The  principal  monuments  of 
antiquity  are  a  theatre,  an  am¬ 
phitheatre,  and  three  temples. 
The  theatre  and  amphitheatre  are 
much  ruined.  The  hrft  temple  is 
hexaftylos,  and  amphiproftylos. 
At  one  end  the  pilaftres  and  two 
columns  which  divided  the  cella 
from  the  pronaos  are  hill  Remain¬ 
ing.  Within  the  cella  are  two 
rows  of  fmaller  columns,  with  an 
architrave,  which  fupport  the  fe- 
cond  order.  This  temple  he 
takes  to  be  of  that  kind  called  by 
Vitruvius  Hyphasthros,  and  fup- 
ports  his  opinion  by  a  quotation 
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from  that  author.  The  fecond 
temple  is  alfo  amphiproftylos  :  it 
has  nine  columns  in  front  and 
eighteen  in  Hank,  and  feems  to  be 
of  that  kind  called  by  Vitruvius 
Pfeudodipteros.  The  third  is 
likewife  amphiproftylos.  It  has 
fix  columns  in  front  and  thirteen 
in  flank.  Vitruvius  calls  this 
kind  of  temple  Peripteros.  4  The 
columns  of  thefe  temples,  fays  our 
author,  are  of  that  kind  of  Doric 
order  which  we  find  employed  in 
works  of  the  greateft  antiquity. 
They  are  hardly  five  diameters 
in  height.  They  are  without 
bafes,  which  alfo  has  been  urged 
as  a  proof  of  rheir  antiquity  ;  but 
we  do  not  find  that  the  ancients 
ever  ufed  bafes  to  this  order,  at 
leaft  till  very  late.  Vitruvius 
makes  no  mention  of  bafes  for  this 
order  ;  and  the  only  inftance  we 
have  of  it,  is  in  the  fir  ft  order  of 
the  coiifteum  at  Rome,  which  was 
built  by  Vefpafian.  The  pillars 
of  thefe  temples  are  fluted  with 
very  ftiallow  flutings  in  the  man¬ 
ner  defcribed  by  Vitruvius.  The 
columns  diminifh  from  the  bot¬ 
tom,  which  was  the  molt  ancient 
method  almoft  univerf  lly  in  all 
the  orders  The  columns  have 
aftragals  of  a  very  lingular  form  ; 
which  fhews  the  error  of  thofe  who 
imagine  that  this  member  was  firft 
invented  with  the  Ionic  order,  to 
which  the  Greeks  gave  an  altragal, 
and  that  the  Romans  were  the  firft 
who  applied  it  to  the  Doric.  The 
echinus  of  the  capital  is-  of  the 
fame  form  with  that  of  the  temple 
of  Corinth  defcribed  by  Le  Roy.’ 

Our  author  mentions  many  o- 
ther  particulars  which  fufiiciently 
prove  the  great  antiquity  of  thefe 
temples,  and  concludes  with  fay¬ 
ing,  that  4  about  the  time  when 
the  temples  at  Poeftum  were  built. 


architecture  feems  to  have  received 
that  degree  of  improvement  which 
the  elegant  tafte  of  the  Greeks  had 
(truck  out  from  the  rude  maffes  of 
the  Egyptians,  the  firft  inventors 
of  this  as  of  many  other  arts.’ 

To  this  account  of  Poeftum  are 
fubjoined  four  very  fine  prints, 
engraved  by  Miller,  which  will 
be  a  lading  monument  of  the  abi¬ 
lities  o(  that  artift  in  works  of  this 
nature  In  the  firft  we  are  pre- 
fented  with  a  view  of  Poeftum  in 
its  prefent  Hate.  The  fecond  ex¬ 
hibits  an  oblique  view  of  the  three 
Grecian  temples.  Tn  the  third 
we  have  an  infide  profpedt  of  the 
temple  Amphiproftylos,  and  the 
fourth  reprefents  the  temple  Pe¬ 
ripteros.  The  keeping,  and  in 
fhort  the  entire  execution  of  thefe 
four  plates,  is  altogether  admi¬ 
rable. 

Among  the  inscriptions  is  the 
following,  which  fhews  that  a 
man’s  having  28  children  and  83 
grand-children  was  deemed  by  the 
ancients  a  fufficient  reafon  for  pre- 
ferving  his  name  from  oblivion. 

TVLL.  OLERII.  POESTANF. 
QVI.  VIX.  A.  LXXXXV.  D.  XI. 
FF.  XXVIII.  NN.  L XX XIII. 
C.L.PP. 


A  Jhort  account  of  the  Sedmy  Palaty , 
o^  Seven  Palaces',  a  remark  able 
building  and  vefiige  of  antiquity 
fill  remaining  on  the  banks  of  the 
river  Irtifh ,  in  the  country  of  the 
Kalmucks ,  being  in  the  voilds  of 
the  g  rent  or  eafern  T art  ary.  From 
the  travels  of  Mr.  Bell  of  Anter- 
mony. 

IT  is  very  furprifing  to  find  fuch 
a  regular  edifice  in  the  middle 

of 
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©f  a  desert.  Some  of  the  Tartars 
fay  it  was  built  by  Tamerlane, 
called  by  the  Tartars  Temyr-ack- 
fack  or  Lame  temyr ;  others  by 
Gingeez  -  chan.  The  building, 
according  to  the  bell  information 
3  could  obtain,  is  of  brick  or  hone, 
well  flniihed,  and  continues  Hill 
entire.  It  con  fids  of  feven  ap- 
partments  under  one  roof,  from 
whence  it  has  the  name  of  the 
Seven  Palaces.  Several  of  thefe 
rooms  are  filed  with  fcrolls  of 
glased  paper,  fairly  wrote,  and 
many  of  them  in  gilt  characters. 
Some  of  the  fcrolls  are  black,  but 
the  greateft  part  white.  The  lan¬ 
guage  in  which  they  are  written 
is  that  of  the  Tongufts  or  Kal- 
mucks.  While  I  was  at  Tobollky, 
l  met  with  a  foldier  in  the  ftreet 
with  a  bundle  of  thefe  papers  in 
bis  hand.  He  a  Iked  me  to  buy 
them ;  which  I  did  for  a  fmall 
fum.  I  kept  them  till  my  arrival 
in  England,  when  X  diftributed 
them  among  my  friends;  particu¬ 
larly  to  that  learned  antiquarian 
Sir  Hans  Sloane,  who  valued  them 
at  a  high  rate,  and  gave  them  a 
place  in  his  celebrated  mufeum. 

T  wo  of  thefe  fcrolls  were  Cent,  by 
order  of  the  .emperor  Peter  the  frit, 
to  the  royal  academy  at  Paris.  The 
academy  returned  a  tranflation, 
which  I  faw  in  the  rarity  chamber 
at  St.  Peterfburg,  One  of  them 
contained  a  commifEon  to  a  lama 
or  pried;  and  the  other  a  form 
cf  prayer  to  the  deity.  Whether 
this  interpretation  may  be  de¬ 
pended  on  1  (hall  not  determine. 

The  Tartars  elteem  them  all 
facred  writings,  as  appears  from 
the  care  they  take  to  prefer ve 
them.  Perhaps  they  may  contain 
libme  curious  pieces  of  antiquity, 
particularly  of  ancient  hiffpry,  4- 


bove  the  Sedmy  Palaty,  towards  the 
fource  of  the  Irtifh,  upon  the  hills 
and  valley,  grows  the  heft  rhubarb 
in  the  world,  without  the  leak  cul¬ 
ture. 


Of  feme,  ancient  monuments  in  the 
fame  country .  From  the  fame. 

A  BOUT  eight  or  ten  days 
JT\,  journey  from  Tomlky,  in 
this  plain,  are  found  many  tombs 
and  burying  places  of  ancient  he¬ 
roes  ;  who,  in  all  probability,  fell 
in  battle.  Thefe  tombs  are  eafi- 
ly  diltinguifhed  by  the  mounds  of 
earth  and  Hones  raifed  upon  them. 
When,  or  by  whom,  thefe  battles 
were  fought  fo  far  to  the  north¬ 
ward,  is  uncertain.  I  was  in¬ 
formed  by  the  Tartars  in  the  Ba- 
raba,  that  Tamerlane,  or  Timyr- 
ack-fack,  as  they  call  him,  had 
many  engagements  in  that  coun¬ 
try  with  the  Kalmucks  ;  whom  he 
in  vain  endeavoured  to  conquer. 
Many  perfons  go  from  Tomlky 
and  other  parts,  every  fummer,  to 
thefe  graves  ;  which  they  dig  up, 
and  find,  among  the  allies  of  the 
dead,  confiderable  quantities  of 
gold,  filver,  brafs,  and  fome  pre¬ 
cious  Hones,  but  particularly  hilts 
of  fwords  and  armour.  They 
find  alfo  ornaments  of  faddles  and 
bridles,  and  other  trappings  for 
borfes  ;  and  even  the  bones  of 
horfes,  and  fometimes  thofe  of  e- 
lephants.  Whence  it  appears, 
that  when  any  general  or  perfon 
pf  diltinflion  was  interred,  all 
his  arms,  his  favourite  horfe  and 
fervant  were  buried  with  him  in 
the  fame  grave  ;  this  cullom  pre¬ 
vails  to  this  day  among  the  KaK 
mucks  and  other  Tartars,  and 
Ibems  tp  be  of  great  antiquity. 
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It  appears  from  the  number  of 
graves,  that  many  thoufands  mult 
have  fallen  on  thefe  plains ;  for 
the  people  have  continued  to  dig 
for  luch  treafure  many  years,  and 
fill  find  it  unexhaufted.  They 
are,  fometimes  indeed,  interrupted, 
and  robbed  of  all  their  booty,  by 
parties  of  the  Kalmucks,  who  ab¬ 
hor  the  diilurbing  the  alhes  of  the 
dead.  > 

I  have  feen  feveral  pieces  of 
armour,  and  other  curiofities,  that 
were  dug  out  of  thefe  tombs  ; 
particularly  an  armed  man  on 
horfe-back  call  in  brafs,  of  no 
mean  defign  nor  workmanship  ; 
alfo  figures  of  deer,  call  in  pure 
gold,  which  were  fplit  through 
the  middle,  and  had  fome  fmall 
holes  in  them,  as  intended  for  or¬ 
naments  to  a  quiver,  or  the  fur¬ 
niture  of  a  horfe. 

While  we  were  at  Tomfky,  one 
of  thefe  grave  diggers  told  me, 
that  once  they  lighted  on  an 
arched  vault  ;  where  they  found 
the  remains  of  a  man,  with  his 
bow,  arrows,  lance,  and  other 
arms,  lying  together  on  a  filver 
table.  On  touching  the  body  it 
fell  to  dud.  The  value  of  the  table 
and  arms  was  very  confiderable. 


Some  account  of  a  remarkable  monu¬ 
ment  in  the  Ife  of  Purbeck ;  known 
by  the  names  of  Ngglefon ,  Stone- 
Barrow,  the  Devil’s  Night -cap,  &c. 

THIS  prodigious  ftcne,  hard¬ 
ly  equalled  by  any  in  Eng¬ 
land,  and  the  greateft  piece  of 
antiquity  in  this  country.  Hands  in 
the  N.  E,  extremity  of  the  ifle  of 
Purbeck,  in  an  heath  on  the  eafl: 
fide  of  Studland  bay,  in  that  parifh, 

*  $ee  Dr.  Borlace’s  Antiq.  of  Cornv 
f  Borlace,  ib.  1,  3,  c.  z,  p,  225,  pi 


on  the  eftate  of  John  Bankes,  of 
Kingfton-hall,  Efq;  about  a  mile 
N.  W.  from  Studland,  and  fix , 
leagues  from  the  ifle  of  Wight.  It 
is  furrounded  on  all  iides  by  fev®- 
ral  little  hills,  or  rifing  grounds, 
which  form  a  theatre,  except  on 
the  eafl,  where  they  open,  and 
give  an  agreeable  view  of  part  of 
Pool  and  Studland  bays,  and  the 
Ifle  of  Wight. 

The  name  AggleAon  fee  ms  to 
be  derived  from  the  Saxon  halig , 
or  halig,  holy  ;  and  fan,  a  ftonc  ; 
which  is  expreflive  of  its  ancient 
fuperftitious  ufe,  for  it  was,  no 
doubt,  a  rock-idol  *  or  deity  in 
the  Britifli  age.  The  country  peo¬ 
ple  call  it  the  devil's  night- cap,  and 
have  a  romantic  tradition  that  the 
devil,  out  of  envy,  threw  it  from, 
the  Ifle  of  Wight,  with  a  defign  to 
have  demolilhed  Corf  callle,  but  it 
fell  fliorr,  and  dropt  here. 

It  is  a  red  heath,  fand,  or  moor- 
ftone,  which,  though  very  common 
over  all  the  heath,  does  not  abound 
hereabouts,  or  at  Jeaft  of  any  big- 
nefs.  It  Hands  on  an  high  barrow, 
or  tumulus  ;  its  prefent  form  is 
that  of  a  pyramid  inverted  ;  or  an 
irregular  triangle,  one  of  whofe 
hides  is  placed  uppermoH,  though 
it  is  probable  it  was  originally 
quadrilateral.  On  the  eafl  front  it 
is  convex  or  gibbous,  on  the  weft 
nearly  flat.  On  the  top,  a  ridge  or 
bulge  runs  its  whole  length  from 
north  to  fouth,  whence  it  Hopes  away 
to  the  eafl  fix  feet,  to  the  weft  five. 
There  is  a  confiderable  cleft  erodes 
it  in  the  middle  from  eafl  to  weft. 
On  the  lurface  are  three  hollows  or 
cavities,  no  doubt  f  rock  bafons, 
in  which  ravens  have  bred.  The 
furface  is  overgrown  with  heath, 
and  turves  have  been  cut  ther$. 

all,  lib.  3,  cap.  3.  p.  i6j* 
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All  the  ftone  is  rough,  full  of 
cracks,  filfures,  and  inequalities, 
and  parts  into  horizontal  layers,  or 
lamina,  especially  on  the  eaft  lide, 
and  at  the  ends. 

The  dimensions  are  as  follow  : 
The  girt  or  circumference  at  bot¬ 
tom  is  60  feet,  in  the  middle  80, 
at  or  near  the  top  90.  But  thefe 
meafurements,  by  reafon  of  the  in¬ 
equality  of  the  furface,  cannot  be 
very  exaCt.  The  quarriers  com¬ 
pute  it  contains  407  tuns. 

On  the  top  of  the  barrow  lie  fe- 
yeral  ftones,  one  of  which  contains 
s 6,  another  9  tuns.  (  n  the  Tides 
and  bottom  a  multitude  of  others, 
of  various  fizes,  moftly  covered 
with  heath,  furze,  and  fern.  Some 
tuns  have  been  broken  off,  and 
carried  to  Pool  and  Studland,  for 
building.  If  we  confider  this,  and 
the  detached  ftones  before  mention¬ 
ed,  which  were  certainly  fragments 
©f  the  great  one,  feparated  from  it 
by  violence,  time,  and  weather,  it 
muft  have  been  a  prodigious  one 
indeed,  not  inferior  to  the  Tolmen 
at  Conftantine  in  Cornwall,  the 
meafurements  of  which,  in  Dr. 
Borlace,  fall  ftiort  of  this,  though 
he  makes  it  contain  more  tuns. 

There  is  little  doubt  but  that 
the  ancient  Britons  had  (kill  to  lift 
great  weights,  and  fpared  no  pains 
to  ereCt  fuch  vaft  rude  monuments, 
manv  of  which  are  extant  at  Stone 
Henge,  Abury  in  Cornwall,  and 
other  parts  of  the  three  kingdoms. 
Yet  the  enormous  bulk  of  this 
ftone,  in  its  primitive  ftate,  may 
incline  one  to  imagine  it  to  be  a 
natural  rock,  and  that  the  barrow 
was  formed,  by  a  collection  of 
earth  thrown  up  round  it  ;  or  if 
the  barrow  be  thought  too  large 
to  be  artificial,  perhaps  the  ftone 
might  grow  here,  on  a  natural  hil- 
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lock,  and  the  earth  at  top  might  be 
removed,  and  the  ftone  laid  bare, 
to  a  depth  fuitable  to  the  ufe  it  was 
defigned  for,  and  then  the  hillock 
might  be  fhaped  into  itsprefent  re¬ 
gular  form. 

Yet  Silbury  hill  in  Wiltftiire, 
and  many  other  vaft  barrows  al¬ 
lowed  to  be  artificial,  mentioned 
by  Dr.  Borlace,  lib.  3.  c.  8.  p. 
20^— -20 7,  are  much  larger  than 
this,  and  are  ftrOi.g  evidences  of 
the  labour  and  time  beftowed  by 
the  ancient  Britons,  and  other  na¬ 
tions,  on  fuch  works. 

The  etymology  of  Agglefton,  and 
the  rock  bafons  on  it,  determine  it 
to  be  a  rock  idol,  ereCled  in  the 
Britifh  age,  and  the  objeCt  of  their 
fuperftitious  worfbip. 

The  barrow  on  which  this  ftone 
ftands  is  very  large.  Irs  diameter 
on  top  is  60  feet,  at  bottom  it  oc¬ 
cupies  half  an  acre  and  14  rood  of 
ground.  Its  Hope  on  the  eaft  fide, 
where  it  is  fteepeft,  is  300  feet,  the 
perpendicular  height  90  feet.  On 
the  north  and  fouth,  it  is  nearly 
of  an  equal  height.  On  the  weft 
it  is  much  lefs  fteep.  It  is  all  co¬ 
vered  with  heath,  furze,  and  fern. 
On  the  top  it  is  concave,  worn 
down  by  fheep  lying  there,  or  by 
attempts  to  break  off  ftone.  Round 
the  bottom  appear  traces  of  a  fh al¬ 
low  ditch,  almoft  filled  up,  and 
covered  by  heath,  &c.  About  it 
are  feveral  other  barrows  of  diffe¬ 
rent  forms  and  fizes.  On  one,  a 
little  north  from  it,  called  Puck- 
ftone,  is  a  ftone  thrown  down  ten 
feet  by  eight. 

This  monument  (landing  in  an 
unfrequented  part  of  the  country, 
and  hid  by  the  hills  that  almoft 
environ  it,  was  fcarce  known  or 
obferved  till  it  lately  drew  the  at¬ 
tention  of  James  Frampton,  of 

More- 
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Moreton,  Efq;  who  recommended 
it  to  the  notice  of  the  public,  as  it 
deferved. 

The  Tolmen  at  Confiantine  is  of 
an  oval  form  ;  its  long  diameter, 
which  points  due  north  and  Couth, 
is  33  feet,  its  lliort  one  14 — 6. 
its  breadth  in  the  middle  of  the 
furface,  where  it  is  deeped:,  from 
ead  to  wed,  18 — 6.  Its  circum¬ 
ference  97  feet,  and  about  60  crofs 
in  the  middle,  and  contains  750 
tuns  —  Dr.  Borlace,  ibid.  1.  3, 
c.  8.  p.  168,  plate  II. 

Silbury  hill  is  a  large  barrow, 
without  any  done  on  it.  Its  dia¬ 
meter  at  top  is  105  feet,  at  the 
bottom  above  503,  its  perpendicu¬ 
lar  height  is  170. — See  Dr.  Bor¬ 
lace,  1.  3.  c.  8.  p.  206;  and  Dr. 
Stukeley  on  Stone  Henge. 


A  charter  of  King  Henry  the  ¥  bird, 
in  the  old  Englijh  of  that  time  ; 
nvitb  a  tranjlation  of  it  into  mo¬ 
dern  Englijh ,  by  Mr.  Sornner. 
From  the  Appendix  to  Lord  Ly t tie- 
ton’ s  Hijlory. 

Rot.  Pat.  43.  H.  III.  m.  15.  n°  40. 

ENRY  thurg  Godes  fultome 
King  on  Engleneloande 
Lhoauerd  on  Yrloand  Duk  on 
Normand.  on  Acquitain  and  Eorl 
on  Anjou,  fend  I,  greting  to  aile 
hise  holde  ilaerde  and  ilewede  on 
Huntindonnfchiere ;  thsetwiten  ge 
wel,  alle  thcet  we  willen  and  unnen, 
thset  ure  rsdefmen  alle  other  the 
moare  del  of  heom,  thset  beoth 
ichofen  thurg  us  and  thurg  that 
Loandes  Folk ,  on  ure  Kuneriche 
habbeth  idon,  and  fchullen  don  in 
the  worchnefs  of  Gode,  and  ure 
treowthe  for  the  freme  of  the 
Loane,  thurg  the  befigted  of  than 
to  foren  ifeide  rtedefmen  beo  dede- 


fseft  and  ileftinde  in  all  thinge 
abutan  sende,  and  the  heaten  alle 
ure  treowe  in  the  treowthe  thet 
neo  usogen,  thatheo  ftede  fedliche 
healden  and  weren  to  healden  and 
to  fwerien  the  ifetnedes  thaec  beon 
makede  and  beon  to  makien  thurg 
than  to  foren  ifeide  raedefmen, 
other  thurg  the  moare  dael  of  heom 
alfwo;  alfe  hit  is  beforen  ifeid. 
And  thaet  shcother  helpe  thaet  for 
to  done  bitham  ilche  other  agenes 
alle  men  [ paucu'a  quae  dam  hie  deejfe 
evidenturi  haec  fcilicet  aut  Jimilia  :  in 
alle  thinge  thset]  ogt  for  to  done 
and  to  foangen.  And  noan  ne 
mine  of  Loande  ne  of  egecewher 
thurg  this  bdigte  miige  beon^  ilet 
other  iwerfed  on  oniewife.  And 
gif  oni  ether  onie  cumen  her 
ongenes  we  willen  and  heaten, 
th  set  alle  ure  treowe  heom  healden 
deadlichidan.  And  for  thaet  we 
willen  thet  this  beo  ftedefaeft  and 
leltinde,  we  fenden  gew  this  Writ 
open  ifeined  with  ure  Seel  to  hai- 
den  amanges  gew  ine  Hord.  Wit- 
nefs  us  feluen  aet  Lundsen  thane 
egtetenth  day  on  the  Mcnthe  of 
Qelobr,  in  the  two  and  fowertigthe 
geare  of  ure  crunninge.  And  thir 
wes  idon  aetforen  ure  ifworen  re- 
defmen,  Bonefac.  Archebifchop  on 
Kanterbur.  Walter  of  Cantelop, 
Bifchop  of  Wirecheder,  Sim  of 
Montfort  Eorle  on  Leichedre,  Rich, 
of  Clare  Eorl  on  Glocheder  and  on. 
Hartford ;  Roger  Bigod  Eorl  of 
Northfolk  and  Marefcalon  Engle- 
loand.  Perres  of  Sauueye,  Will, 
of  Fort  Eorl  on  Aubem,  John  de 
Pleffe  Eorl  on  Warwick,  Joh.  Gef- 
fereeffune,  Perres  of  Muntfort, 
Rich,  of  Grey,  Rog.  of  Mortemer, 
lames  of  Aldithel,  and  set  foren 
othre  moge. 

AND  all  on  tho  ilche  worden  is 
ifend  in  to  aurichte  othre  Schire 


ouer 
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ouer  al  thare  Kuneriche  on  Eng- 
leneloande  and  ek  inter  Ireionde, 

Tranfialion . 

HENRY,  by  God’s  help.  Ring 
of  England,  Lord  of!reland> 
e  of  Normandy,  and  of  Aqui- 
tain,  and  Earl  of  Anjoy,  Greeting 
to  all  his  faithful  Clerks  and  Laics 
of  Huntingdonlhire  :  This  know  ye 
all  well,  that  we  Will  and  Grant 
that  which  our  Counfellors  all  or 
the  moil  part  of  them  that  be  cho- 
fen  by  us,  and  the  people  (or  Com¬ 
mons)  of  our  Land,  have  done„  and 
fhall  do,  for  the  Honour  of  God, 
and  of  their  Allegiance  to  us,  for 
the  Benefit  (or  Amendment)  of  the 
Land,  by  the  Advice  or  Confide- 
ration  of  our  forefaid  Counfellors, 
be  fled  fail  and  performed  in  every 
thing  forever.  And  we  Command 
all  our  Liege  People  in  the  Fealty 
that  they  owe  us,  that  they  fled- 
faflly  hold,  and  fwear  to  hold  [or 
keep]  and  to  defend  [or  maintain] 
the  Statutes  [or  Provifions]  which 
be  made,  and  fhall  be  made,  by 
thofe  aforefaid  Counfellors,  or  by 
the  more  part  of  them,  alfo  as  it  is 
beforefaid  ;  and  that  they  each  other 
aflift  the  fame  to  perform,  accord¬ 
ing  to  that  fame  Oath,  againft  all 
Men,  both  for  to  do  and  caufe  to 
be  done  :  And  none  neither  of  my 
Land,  neither  from  elfewhere,  may 
for  this  be  hindered,  or  damnified 
in  any  wife  :  And  if  any  man  or 
woman  oppcfe  them  again  ft,  we 
Will  and  Command  that  all  our 
Liege  People  them  hold  for  deadly 
Enemies ;  and  becaufe  we  will,  that 
this  be  fledfaft  and  lafling,  we  fend 
you  this  Writ  open,  figned  with 
our  Seal  to  be  kept  amongfl  you 
in  Store  ;  witnefs  our  felf  at  Lon¬ 
don  the  1 8th  day  of  the  Month 


Oflober,  in  the  two  and  fortieth 
Year  of  our  Coronation  ;  and  this 
was  done  before  our  fworn  Coun¬ 
fellors,  Boniface  Archbifhop  of 
Canterbury,  Walter  of  Cantelow 
Bifhop  of  Worcefler,  Simon  Mont- 
fort  Earl  of  Leicefier,  Richard  of 
Clare  Earl  of  Glocefler  and  of 
Hartford,  Roger  Bigod  Ear)  of 
Norfolk  and  Marefchal  of  Eng¬ 
land,  Peter  of  Savoy,  William  of 
Fort  Earl  of  Aubemarle,  John  of 
Pleffeiz  Earl  of  Warwick  John 
Gefferifon,  Peter  of  Montfort, 
Richard  of  Grey,  Roger  of  Morti¬ 
mer,  James  of  Aldithly,  and  be¬ 
fore  others  more. 

And  all  in  thefe  fame  Words  is 
fent  into  every  other  Shire  over  the 
Kingdom  of  England,  and  alfo 
into  Ireland* 

j 
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Hi  ft  or  teal  remarks  on  ancient  archi¬ 
tecture-  From  the  Grecian  Orders 
of  Architecture  -3  by  Stephen  Riou , 
E/q. 

IT  mull  be  an  efTe£lual  check  to 
the  vanity  of  man,  when  he 
confiders  that  by  the  decrees  and 
difpofitions  of  fupreme  wifdom, 
neither  the  corporeal  nor  the  men¬ 
tal  faculties  are  ever  all  united  in 
one  perfon  ;  but  that  for  the  main¬ 
tenance  and  good  order  of  fociety, 
the  gifts  of  nature  combined  in  a 
continually  varied  proportion,  are 
with  a  marvellous  ceconomy  divid¬ 
ed  and  diftri bated  among-ft  the  fe- 
veral  individuals  of  our  fpecies ;  foi 
that,  how  extenfive  foever  his  ca¬ 
pacity  may  be,  how  prompt  his 
apprehenfion,  how  mighty  his 
ftrength,  with  the  molt  exalted 
ambition,  roan  will  neverthelefs i; 
Hand  in  need  of  man.  From  the: 
powers  of  the  human  being  thus; 
limited  it  is,  that  when  we  furvey' 

the 
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the  prog  refs  of  genius  either  in  the 
praflices  of  art  or  the  {peculations 
of  fcience,  we  find  they  never  re¬ 
ceived  their  perfe&ion  from  the 
fame  man  who  gave  them  birth  ; 
new  inventions,  however  valuable, 
have  for  the  mod:  part  been  pro¬ 
duced  in  a  rude  and  defective  date, 
and  have  in  procefs  of  time,  little 
by  little,  received  from  the  {kill  and 
induftry  of  others,  fuch  additions 
and  improvements  as  were  neceffa- 
ry  to  give  them  all  the  perfection  of 
which  they  are  capable. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  has  not 
unfrequently  happened  that  the 
arts,  in  (lead  of  making  any  due  ad¬ 
vancement,  even  lofe  the  advan¬ 
tages  which  only  a  long  feries  of 
years,  add  the  unremitted  affiduity 
of  true  genius  could  obtain  ;  for 
during  an  age  of  turbulence  and 
diftrefs  no  attention  is  beftowed  on 
them,  abufes  creep  unnoticed  into 
the  pra&ice,  and  with  the  decline 
and  ruin  of  empire,  the  arts  chem- 
felves  decay  and  perifh  :  neither  is 
this  the  only  misfortune  to  which 
they  are  expofed,  for  fuch  is  the 
weaknefs  of  human  nature,  that  in 
lefs  calamitous  times  than  thofe 
we  have  fuppofed,  the  imagination 
may  be  vitiated,  all  found  judg¬ 
ment  perverted,  and  our  purfuits 
led  out  of  their  proper  track  by 
the  prefumption  of  the  ignorant, 
the  plaufive  arguments  of  falfe  rea- 
foners,  or  that  propenlity  with 
which  the  inconfiderate  are  deter¬ 
mined  to  follow  the  ungovernable 
and  unreftrained  career  of  a  fancy 
animated  with  ihe  rage  of  novelty, 
though  fertile  only  in  trifles  and 
abfurdities. 

Such  viciflitudes  have  happened 
to  the  arc  of  which  we  are  a- 
bout  to  treat,  as  will  appear  from 
Vol,  X. 
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a  view  of  what  will  be  brleBy  of¬ 
fered  on  this  fubjeft. 

The  origin  of  art  is  the  fame  in 
all  nations  that  have  cultivated  it; 
and  it  is  without  foundation  that 
the  honour  thereof  be  aferibed  to 
one  particular  country  preferably 
to  all  others  ;  in  all  places  necef- 
fity  has  proved  to  be  the  mother  of 
invention,  and  every  people  had  in. 
themfelves  the  feeds  of  contrivance 
in  their  various  wants.  The  in¬ 
ventions  of  art  were  only  more  or 
lefs  ancient  as  the  nations  them¬ 
felves  were  fo,  and  as  the  adora¬ 
tion  of  the  gods  was  introduced 
among#  them  fooner  or  later:  the 
Chaldeans  and  Egyptians,  for  ex¬ 
ample,  had  made  much  earlier  than 
the  Greeks,  idols  and  other  exter¬ 
nal  forms  of  thefe  imaginary  be¬ 
ings,  in  order  to  worfhip  them.  It 
is  the  fame  of  this  as  of  other  arts 
and  inventions  ;  the  purple  dye, 
not  to  fpeak  of  others,  was  known 
and  pra&ifed  in  the  eaff,  long  be¬ 
fore  the  Greeks  were  acquainted 
with  that  fecret.  What  is  men¬ 
tioned  in  Holy  Writ,  about  carved 
or  molten  images,  is  likewife  far 
more  ancient  than  what  we  know 
of  Greece.  The  carved  images  in 
wood  of  the  fir  Pc  ages,  and  thofe  of 
call  metal  of  later  times,  have 
different  names  in  the  Hebrew 
tongue, 

They  who,  to  judge  of  the  ori¬ 
gin  of  a  cuflom  or  of  an  art,  and 
of  its  p adage  from  one  people  to 
another,  adhere  to  the  mere  con¬ 
templation  of  any  detached  frag¬ 
ments  which  may  offer  pertain  ap¬ 
pearances  of  likenefs ;  and  thus 
from  fome  particular  equivocal 
forms  draw  their  conclufions  about 
the  generality  of  an  art,  are  grofsly 
deceived.  la  this  manner  Diony- 

L  fius 
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fi us  of  Halicarnaftus  was  in  the 
wrong  to  pretend,  that  the  art  of 
wreftlirsg  among  the  Romans  was 
derived  from  the  Greeks,  becaufe 
the  drapery  or  fcarf,  worn  by  .he 
Roman  wreftlers  round  their  bo¬ 
dies,  refembled  that  worn  by  the 
wreftlers  of  Greece.  Art  ftourifh- 
ed  in  Egypt  from  the  earlieft  ac¬ 
count  of  time;  the  greateft  obelifks 
now  at  Rome  are  due  to  the  Egyp¬ 
tians,  and  are  dated  as  far  back  as 
the  time  of  Sefoftris,  who  lived  near 
CCCC  years  before  the  Trojan 
war  ;  they  were  the  works  of  that 
king,  and  the  city  of  Thebes  was 
adorned  with  the  mo  ft  magnificent 
buildings,  while  art  was  yet  unborn 
in  Greece,, 

The' arts,  though  produced  later 
in  Greece  than  among  the  nations 
of  the  eaft,  neverthelefs  arofe  from 
the  moil  fimpie  elements :  this  fim- 
piicity  may  fuggeft  that  the  Gre¬ 
cians  took  nothing  from  others, 
but  were  truly  original.;  they 
karcelv  had  the  opportunity  of 
becoming  plagiarifts  of  the  Egyp¬ 
tians  ;  for  before  the  reign  of 
Plammitichus,  the  entrance  into 
Egypt  was  denied  to  every  ftran- 
ger,  and  the  arts  had  then  already 
been  cultivated  by  the  Grecians. 
The  voyages  of  their  philofophers 
and  fages  were  chiefly  undertaken 
to  infpeX  into  the  literature,  reli¬ 
gion,  and  government  of  that  fa¬ 
mous  kingdom.  The  conjeXures 
of  thole  who  derive  the  arts  from 
the.  eaft,  feem  better  grounded,  ef- 
tpdcially  if  they  make  them  pafs 
from  Phoenicia  into  Greece,  the 
people  of  both  thefe  territories  hav¬ 
ing  had  very  ancient  connexions 
together  ;  the  latter  having  receiv¬ 
ed  the  knowledge  and  ufe  of  letters 
by  Cadmus.  Before  the  time  of 
Cyrus,  the  Etrufcans,  powerful  by 


REGISTER 

fea,  were  alfo  allied  for  a  confider- 
able  time  with  the  Phoenicians  ;  of 
this  there  needs  no  other  proof  than 
the  fleet  which  they  equipped  in 
common  againft  the  Phoceans. 

What  Villalpandus  has  furmifed 
concerning  the  temple  of  Solomon, 
that  thence  the  Grecians  borrowed 
their  richeft  defign's  of  the  Corin¬ 
thian  order,  though  fupported  with 
great  parade  of  learning,  and  ma¬ 
ny  fpecious  fubtilties,  only  leads 
into  a  maze  of  uncertainties  ;  in 
rearing  of  this  ftately  building, 
heated  by  a  luxuriant  fancy,  he 
rather  aXed  the  panegyrift  than  the 
hiftorian.  Let  us  follow  the  furer 
traces  of  faX.  and  uncontroverted 
hiftory',  as  we  can  difcover  them  ia 
the  pages  of  a  writer  worthy  of 
our  attention,  who  after  having 
judicioufly  explained  the  feveral 
particulars  relating  to  the  temple, 
thus  concludes;  “  But  though  in 
points  like  this  I  haye  been  upon, 
it  be  moil  lawful  to  err,  yet  thofe 
are  more  excufable,  who  keep  a 
conftam  regard  to  the  facred  ori¬ 
ginal  above  all  things,  than  thofe 
who  manifeftly  depart  from  it  to 
follow  their  own  fancies,  or  the  fa¬ 
bulous  accounts  of  the  Jews  ;  now 
as  I  have  drawn  the  greateft  part 
of  my  light  from  the  former,  1  am 
fenfible  that  thofe  who  have  been 
converfant  with  all  the  pompous 
defcriptions  we  have  extant,  will 
be  furDiifed  to  find  this  of  mine 

x 

come  fo  vaftly  fhort  of  the  hoafted 
magnificence  of  this  facred  build¬ 
ing.  But  here  I  defire  it  may  be  re¬ 
membered,  that  as  this  was  defigned 
to  contain  no  more  than  could  be 
met  with,  or  fairly  deduced  from 
the  facred  writings,  fo  the  reader 
will  at  leaft  reap  this  benefit  from 
it,  that  he  will  be  better  able  to 
iudne  what  is  or  is  not  authentic 

•*  O 
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sn  other  plans  of  this  llru&ure  than 
he  could  have  been  without  it.  The 
following  obfervations  from  others 
upon  the  fu bj e£t  are  in  the  fame 
(train.  The  vifion  of  Ezekiel, 
c.  xl.  and  feq.  is  taken  for  a  de- 
fcription  of  a  prophetic  or  myflical 
temple,  that  never  exifted  but  in 
the  revelation  that  was  made  to 
him,  and  the  reprefentation  he  has 
fet  down  in  his  prophecy.  As  for 
ancient  authors,  we  have  none  to 
produce  but  Joiephus,  and  other 
Jews  rather  of  a  later  date  than  he. 
Now  ail  that  we  learn  from  them, 
that  has  no  foundation  in  holy 
writ,  to  us  is  no  evidence  at  all. 
Much  they  knew  or  pretended  to 
know  from  tradition,  but  that  we 
prefume  is  not  to  be  depended  up¬ 
on.  We  know  no  monuments  they 
had  belide  thofe  we  have  ourfelves  5 
And  the  Hebrew  tc-ngue,  properly 
fo  called,  being  a  fort  of  dead  lan¬ 
guage  at  the  time  thefe  authors 
wrote,  it  may  well  be  doubted,  with¬ 
out  finning  againft  modefty,  whe¬ 
ther  thev  who  had  no  other  books 
to  learn  it  by,  than  thofe  now  in 
life,  could  underhand  it  better  than 
thofe  who  ft  tidy  it  at  prefen t. 

The  Grecians,  during  the  pro- 
fperous  times  of  their  common¬ 
wealths,  were  a  nation  of  all  others 
at  that  time  in  the  world  the  mo  ft 
ingenious  and  the  rnoft  cultivated. 
They  feem  to  have  been  endowed 
with  the  greateft  propenfity  to  the 
arts,  and  to  have  felt  the  ftrong- 
eft  natural  averfion  to  whatever  fa¬ 
voured  of  inelegance  and  barba- 
rifm  ;  their  country  was  ftyled  the 
mother  and  nurfe  of  art  and  fcience. 
It  is  this  nation  which  challengeth 
to  itfelf  the  fyftem  of  thofe  three 
inodes  of  architecture  afterwards 
named  the  Doric,  the  Ionic,  and 
the  Corinthian  orders*  thus  deno¬ 


minated  from  the  places  where  they 
were  either  invented,  or  firft  receiv¬ 
ed  into  ufe ;  during  the  praCtice  of 
fame  ages,  they  acquired  all  the 
improvements  the  Grecian  genius 
in  its  greateft  vigour  could  bellow ; 
the  imitations  of  fuch  examples,  it 
may  be  prefumed,  will  ever  excel 
ail  other  inventions. 

When  the  Roman  ftate  had  at* 
tallied  to  the  higheft  pitch  of  its 
glory,  and  the  rnoft  cultivated  as 
well  as  the  mold  powerful  nations 
were  fobdued,  and  were  confidered 
only  as  provinces  of  that  mighty 
empire,  the  inhabitants  of  Italy 
diftinguifhed  themfelves  as  well  bv 
their  love  and  ftudy  of  the  fine  arts 
as  by  their  ft  ill  in  arms  ;  in  both, 
of  which  they  muft  be  allowed  to 
ftand  next  after  the  Grecians ;  it  is 
then  ftrft  to  Athens,  and  afterwards 
to  Rome,  that  the  modern  world 
owes  the  method  of  culture  for 
every  refinement ;  but  at  the  fame 
time,  it  is  proper  to  obferve,  that 
the  Romans,  either  through  igno¬ 
rance  or  pride,  not  content  with 
the  orders  and  difpofitions  of  Athe¬ 
nian  architecture,  ventured  at  fe- 
veral  licentious  alterations  ;  they 
tacked  two  fpurious  orders,  the 
Tufcan  and  the  Compofte,  the  laffc 
called  alfo  Latin  and  Roman,  to 
the  three  genuine  ones,  which  a- 
lone  are  fufficient  to  anfwer  all  the 
purpofes  in  building,  and  which 
can  never  fail  of  obtaining  the  pre¬ 
ference  whenever  they  are  examin¬ 
ed  by  an  attentive  and  intelligent 
fpe&ator,  It  is  matter  of  great  re¬ 
gret  to  the  inveftigaters  of  this 
art,  that  among  the  writers  of  an¬ 
tiquity  we  find  little  on  which  to  fix 
our  ideas,  or  form  our  tafte.  The 
writings  of  Vitruvius  Pollio  have 
been  tranfmitted  down  to  us;  this 
clafiic  author  flourilhed  about  the 
L  a  DCC 
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PCC  year  of  Rome,  In  the  reigns 
of  Julius  Caefar,  and  of  his  fuccef- 
for  Auguftus ;  to  the  latter  he  dedi¬ 
cated  his  ten  books  of  architecture, 
and  to  thefe,  next  to  the  veftiges  of 
ancient  edifices,  pofterity  remains 
indebted  for  many  fuccefsful  at¬ 
tempts  to  reftore  architecture  in  its 
original  fimplicity  and  beauty  :  nor 
bendes  Vitruvius  were  wanting  o- 
ther  Ingenious  men,  who  in  their 
writings  had  ^probably  given  many 
illuftrations  and  maxims  of  their 
art  ;  fevera!  of  their  names  have 
ddcended  down  to  us,  but  their 
writings  have  perifhed ;  yet  what 
fort  of  arti its  they  were,  if  theii 
books  have  not  remained  to  inform 
us,  their  works  in  many  noble 
edifices,  {till -remaining,  give  faith¬ 
ful  teflimony  to  their  merit,  and 
chiefly  in  Greece  and  Italy,  where 
this  profeflion  was  better  preferved, 
and  maintained  its  reputation,  that 
for  the  courfe  of  about  two  centu¬ 
ries  from  the  days  of  Auguflus,  the 
manner  and  flyle  of  building  re¬ 
mained  unaltered,  although  the 
falfe  tafle  for  internal  decorations 
was  prevailing  even  in  the  time  of 
Vitruvius.  Tacitus  informs  us  in 
general,  that  there  were  no  perfons 
of  great  genius  after  the  battle  of 
ACtium,  but  in  the  decline  of  the 
Roman  empire,  fuch  a  decline  and 

A 

change  feemed  alfo  to  affect  the 
intellects  of  individuals,  whence 
learning  and  all  the  fine  arts,  which 
had  flourifhed  to  admiration  and 
for  fo  long  a  period,  fell  into  dif- 
repute,  and  were  abforbed  by  the 
barbarifms  which  overwhelmed  the 
land.  Architecture  foon  faw  itfelf 
miferahly  transformed,  every  good 
mode  thereof  was  overthrown  and 
fpoiled,  every  true  practice  cor¬ 
rupted,  its  antique  graces  and  ma- 
jdly  foil,  and  a  manner  altogether 
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confufed  and  irregular  introduced, 
wherein  none  of  its  former  features 
were  difcernible. 

The  Goths  prevailed ! 

At  laA  came  the  fifteenth  and 
fixteenth  centuries  of  the  chriftian 
sera,  fo  glorious  for  the  refloration 
of  literature  and  of  arts ;  then  it 
was  that  many  happy  minds,  ihak- 
ing  off  the  ruft  of  ignorance,  and 
freeing  themfelves  from  the  chains 
of  indqJency  which  had  fettered 
the  preceding  generations,  recalled 
again  into  life  all  the  fine  arts  and 
all  the  finefl  faculties  and  rules,  fo 
that  it  feemed  as  if  the  tafle  of  old 
Greece  and  Rome  was  revived  in 
its  true  fplendor  and  dignity  :  how¬ 
ever,  to  keep  within  due  limits,  it 
fufficeth  to  fay,  that  architecture  in 
Italy  very  foon  appeared  with  the 
expeCted  advantages;  and  the  writ¬ 
ings,  as  well  as  the  works  of  the  fe¬ 
vera  I  great  mailers  of  that  time,  re® 
main  the  undeniable  proofs  of  their 
abilities. 

Having  already  menti¬ 
oned  the  Goths,  it  may  not  appear 
altogether  improper  to  fay  fome- 
thing  of  their  architecture.  The 
name  of  Gothic  was  given  to  all  fuch 
buildings  as  were  not  defigned  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  rules  of  Grecian  or 
Roman  Architecture.  There  are  two 
forts  of  Gothic,  the  ancient  and  the 
modern,  (but  improperly  fo  called)  9 
in  England  and  the  northern  parts 
of  Europe,  the  ancient  Gothic  in¬ 
cludes  the  Saxon  and  Danifh,  in 
which  indeed  we  may  obferve  fome 
traces  of  elegance  and  itrength.  It 
appears  that  their  artifts  were  not 
entirely  ignorant  of  proportions, 
though  they  did  not  confine  them® 
felves  flriCtly  to  fuch  as  were  beau¬ 
tiful  ;  iolely  attentive  to  render 
their  works  folid  and  durable,  they 

were 
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were  more  fludious  to  produce  the 
marvellous  by  the  enormous  fize 
of  their  fabrics,  than  by  any  regu¬ 
larity  of  ftru&ure,  or  propriety  of 
ornaments.  Thefe  are  the  marks 
that  characterize  the  Goths,  a  rough 
unpolifhed  people,  of  huge  ftature 
and  of  dreadful  looks,  that  iffuirig 
out  from  the  northern  parts  of  our 
hemifphere,  where  neceility  taught 
them  to  guard  againft  the  violence 
of  ftorms  and  the  fury  of  torrents, 
increafed  by  the  inundations  of 
melted  fnow,  carried  into  milder 
climates  their  monltrous  tafte  of 
heavy  architecture,  and  only  in  a 
fmall  degree  corrected  their  en¬ 
cumbered  notions  by  the  fight  of 
Roman  edifices ;  but  the  models 
they  had  to  contemplate  were  not 
without  their  faults,  for  from  the 
reign  of  Alexander  Severus,  archi¬ 
tecture  had  greatly  degenerated,. 
Thus  a  want  of  natural  genius,  a 
want  of  models,  and  every  thing 
contributed  to  hinder  the  Goths 
from  acquiring  any  good  mode  of 
building.  This  is  the  fummary  of 
the  ancient  or  heavy  Gothic  archi¬ 
tecture;  fome  of  the  cathedrals  and 
other  public  edifices,  not  only  in 
this  country,  but  in  many  others 
of  the  continent,  ftill  remain  as 
models  of  this  fort.  Modern  Go¬ 
thic,  as  it  is  called,  is  deduced 
from  a  different  quarter  ;  it  is  dif- 
tinguifhed  by  the  lightnefs  of  its 
works,  by  the  excefiive  boldnefs  of 
its  elevations  and  of  its  feCtions, 
by  the  delicacy,  profufion,  and  ex¬ 
travagant  fancy  of  its  ornaments  : 
the  pillars  of  this  kind  are  as  {len¬ 
der  as  thofe  of  the  ancient  Gothic 
are  maffive.  Such  productions,  fo 
airy,  cannot  admit  the  heavy  Goths 
for  their  authors  ;  how  can  be  at¬ 
tributed  to  them  a  Ryle  of  archi¬ 
tecture  which  was  only  introduced 
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in  the  Xth  century  of  our  sera,  feve- 
ral  years  after  the  deitruCtion  of  all 
thole  kingdoms  which  the  Goths 
had  raifed  upon  the  ruins  of  the 
Roman  empire,  and  at  a  time  when 
the  very  name  of  Goth  was  en¬ 
tirely  forgotten  ?  From  all  the 
marks  of  this  new  architecture, 
it  can  only  be  attributed  to  the 
Moors,  or  what  is  the  fame  thing, 
to  the  Arabians  or  Saracens,  wiio 
have  expreffed  in  their  architecture 
the  fame  tafte  as  in  their  poefy, 
both  the  one  and  the  other  falfely 
delicate,  crowded  with  fuperfluous 
ornaments,  and  often  very  unnatu¬ 
ral,  The  imagination  is  highly 
worked  up  in  both,  but  it  is  an 
extravagant  imagination  ;  and  this 
has  rendered  the  edifices  of  the 
Arabians  (we  may  include  the 
other  orientals)  as  extraordinary  as 
their  thoughts  ;  if  any  one  doubts 
of  this  affertion,  let  us  appeal  to 
thofe  who  have  feen  the  Mofcheas, 
and  the  palaces  of  Fez,  or  fome  of 
the  cathedrals  of  Spain,  built  by 
the  Moors  ;  one  model  of  this  fort 
is  the  church  at  Burgos  ;  and  even 
in  this  ifland,  there  are  not  want¬ 
ing  feveral  examples  of  the  fame. 
Such  buildings  have  been  vulgarly 
called  modern  Gothic,  but  their 
true  appellation  is  Arabefc,  Sara¬ 
cenic,  or  Morefc. 

This  manner  was  introduced  in¬ 
to  Europe  through  Spain.  Learn¬ 
ing  fiourifhed  among  the  Arabians 
all  the  time  that  their  dominion 
was  in  full  power ;  they  fludied 
philofophy,  mathematics,  phyfic, 
and  poetry  :  the  love  of  learning 
was  at  once  excited  in  all  places 
that  were  not  at  too  great  a  diftance 
from  Spain  :  thefe  authors  were 
read,  and  fuch  of  the  Greek  au* 
thors  as  they  had  tranflated  into 
Arabic  were  from  thence  turned 
L  3  '  iutf 
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into  Lan^^^The  phyfic  and  philo¬ 
sophy  of  the  Arabians  fpread  them- 
i’elves  in  Europe,  and  with  thefe 
their  architecture ;  many  churches 
were  built  after  the  Saracenic 
mode,  and  others,  with  a  mixture 
of  heavy  and  light  proportions  ; 
the  alteration  that  the  difference  of 
climate  might  require,  was  little 
if  at  all  confidered.  In  the  mod 
fouthern  parts  of  Europe,  and  in 
Africa,  the  windows  (before  the 
nfe  of  glafs)  made  with  narrow 
apertures,  and  placed  very  high  in 
the  walls  of  the  buildings,  occa¬ 
sioned  a  (hade  and  darknefs  within- 
ilde,  and  were  well  contrived  to 
guard  again  ft  the  fierce  ft  rays  of 
the  fun,  yet  were  ill-fuited  to  thofe 
latitudes  where  that  gloripus  lumi¬ 
nary  (beds  its  feebler  influences, 
and  is  but  rarely  feen  through  a 
watery  cloud.  The  heavy  Gothic 
by  Sir  C.  Wren,  is  diftinguiilied 
as  Angle-Saxonic,  the  lighter  as 
Saracenic;  of  this  laft  the  following; 
account  may  be  added  to  what  has 
juft  now  been  delivered  on  the 
fame  fubjed,  The  holy  war  gave 
the  Chriftians,  who  had  been  there, 
an  idea  of  the  Saracens’  works, 
which  were  afterwards  imitated  by 
them  in  the  weft;  and  they  refined 
upon  it  every  day,  as  they  pro¬ 
ceeded  in  building  churches.  The 
Italians  (among  which  were  yet 
ibme  Greek  refugees)  and  with 
them  the  French,  Germans,  and 
Flemings,  joined  into  a  fraternity, 
procuring  papal  bulls  for  their  en¬ 
couragement  and  particular  privi¬ 
leges.  The  ftiled  th  emfelves  Free 
JVlafcns ,  and  ranged  from  nation 
to  nation,  as  they  found  churches 
to  be  built,  (for  very  many  in  thofe 
days  were  every  where  in  build¬ 
ing)  through  the  piety  of  multi¬ 
tudes.  Their  government  was  re¬ 
gular,  and  where  they  fixed  near 
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the  building  they  made  a  camp 
of  hills.  A  furveyor  governed  in 
chief,  and  every  tenth  man  was 
called  a  warden,  and  overlooked 
each  nine.  The  gentlemen  of  the 
neighbourhood,  either  out  of  cha¬ 
rity  or  commutation  of  penance, 
gave  the  materials  and  carriage, 
and  hence  were  called  accepted  Ma- 
fcns.  It  is  admirable  with  what 
(Economy  and  how  foon  they  erect¬ 
ed  fuch  considerable  ftruflures.  But 
as  ail  modes,  when  once  the  old 
rational  ways  are  defpifed,  turn  at 
laft  into  unbounded  fancies,  the 
tracery  of  thefe  architeds  who  af- 
feded  towers  and  fteeples,  though 
the  Saracens  affeded  cupola?,  in¬ 
troduced  too  much  mincing  of  the 
frone  into  open  battlements,  fpind- 
ling  pinnacles,  and  little  carvings 
without  proportion  of  diftance, 
fo  that  the  efiential  rules  of  good 
perfpedive  and  duration  were  for- 
got/ 


An,  account  of  the  cruel  facrifices  of  the 
Cana  unites ,  Pheniciam ,  and  other 
Nations,  From  Obfer<vations  and 
Inquiries  relating  to  other  parts  of 
ancient  Hfiory  ;  by  Jacob  Bryant, 

C|NE  would  think  it  fcarce 
r  poflible,  that  fo  unnatural  a 
cuftom,  as  that  of  human  facrifices, 
ihould  have  exifted  in  the  world  ; 
but  it  is  very  certain,  that  it  did 
not  only  exift,  but  almoft  univer¬ 
sally  prevail,  ]  have  before  taken 
notice,  that  the  Egyptians  of  old 
brought  no  vidims  to  their  tem¬ 
ples,  nor  ftied  any  blood  at  their 
altars  :  But  human  vidims  and 
the  blood  of  men  mult  be  here 
excepted  ;  which  at  one  period 
they  molt  certainly  offered  to  their 
gods.  The  Cretans  had  the  fame 
cuftom,  and  adhered  to  it  a  much 
longer  time*  The  nations  of  Arabia 

did 
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did  the  fame.  The  people  of  Du- 
mah  in  particular  facrificed  every 
year  a  child  ;  and  buried  it  under¬ 
neath  an  altar,  which  they  made 
ufe  of  -inftead  of  an  idol  :  For  they 
did  not  admit  of  images.  The 

O 

Per fans  buried  people  alive.  A- 
meftris,  the  wife  of  Xerxes,  en¬ 
tombed  twelve  perfons  quick  under 
ground  for  the  good  of  her  foul, 
it  would  be  endlefs  to  enumerate 
every  citv,  or  every  province, 
where  thefe  fad  pradlices  obtained. 
The  Cyprians,  the  Rhodians,  the 
Phoceans,  the  Xonians,  thofe  of 
Chios,  Lefbos,  Tenedos,  all  had 
human  facrifices.  The  natives  of 
the  Tauric  Cherfonefus  offered  up 

A 

to  Diana  every  ftranger  whom 
chance  threw  upGn  their  coaft. 
Hence  arofe  that  juft  expofiulation 
in  Euripides,  upon  the  inconfif- 
tency  of  the  proceeding  ;  wherein 
much  good  reafoning  is  implied. 
Iphigenia  wonders,  as  the  goddels 
delighted  in  the  blood  of  men,  that 
every  villain  and  murderer  fhculd 
be  privileged  to  efcape  ;  nay,  be 
driven  from  the  threfhcld  of  the 
temple  :  Whereas,  if  an  honeft  and 
virtuous  man  chanced  to  dray 
thither,  he  only  was  feized  upon, 
and  put  to  death.  The  Pelafgi  in 
a  time  of  fcarcity  vowed  the  tenth 
of  all  that  fhould  be  born  to  them, 
for  a  facrifice  in  order  to  procure 
plenty.  Aritlomenes  the  Meffenian 
flew  three  hundred  noble  Lacede¬ 
monians,  among  whom  was  Tbeo- 
pompus  the  King  of  Sparta,  at  the 
altar  of  Jupiter  at  Ithome.  With¬ 
out  doubt  the  Lacedemonians  did 
not  fail  to  make  ample  returns  : 
For'  they  were  a  fevere  and  re¬ 
vengeful  people,  and  offered  the 
like  vidims  to  Mars.  Their  fefti- 
val  of  the  Diamaftigofis  is  well 
known  5  when  the  Spartan  boys 
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were  whipped  in  the  fight  of  their 
parents  with  fuch  feverity  before 
the  altar  of  Diana  Orthia,  that 
they  often  expired  under  the  tor- 
ture.  Phylarchus  affirms,  as  he  is 
quoted  by  Porphyry,  that  of  old 
every  Grecian  date  made  it  a  rule, 
before  they  marched  towards  an 
enemy,  to  folicit  a  bl effing  on 
their  undertakings  by  human  vic¬ 
tims. 

The  Romans  were  accufiomed  to 
the  like  facrifices.  They  both  de¬ 
voted  thernfelves  to  the  infernal 
gods,  and  confirained  others  to 
fubmit  to  the  fame  horrid  doom. 
Hence  we  read  in  Titus  Livius 
that  in  the  confulate  of  YEmilius 
Paulus  and  TerentiiSs  Varro,  two 
Gauls,  a  man  and  a  woman,  and 
two  in  like  manner  of  Greece,  were 
buried  alive  at  Rome  in  the  Ox- 
market ;  where  was  a  place  under 
ground,  walled  round  to  receive 
them  ;  which  had  before  been  made 
ufe  of  for  fuch  cruel  purpofes.  He 
fays,  it  was  a  facrifice  not  properly 
Roman  ;  that  is,  not  originally  of 
Roman  inftitution  :  Yet  it  was  fre¬ 
quently  praclifed  there,  and  that 
too  by  public  authority.  Plutarch 
makes  mention  of  a  like  in  fiance  a 
few  years  before,  in  the  confulfhip 
of  Flaminius  and  Furius.  There  is 
reafon  to  think,  that  all  the  prin¬ 
cipal  captives  who  graced  the  tri¬ 
umphs  of  the  Romans,  were  at  the 
clofe  of  that  cruel  pageantry  put 
to  death  at  the  altar  of  Jupiter 
Capitolinus.  Caius  Marius  offered 
up  his  own  daughter  for  a  vidtim 
to  the  Dii  Averrunci,  to  procure 
foccefs  in  a  battle  againft  the 
Cimbri  ;  as  we  are  informed  by 
Dorotheus,  quoted  by  Clemens. 
It  is  likewife  attefied  by  Plutarch, 
who  fays  that  her  name  was  C'al- 
purnia'.  Marius  was  a  man  of  a 

L  4.  four 


ANNUAL  REGISTER 


x-/ 

four  and  bloody  difpofition  ;  and 
bad  probably  heard  of  fuch  facri- 
flees  being  offered  in  the  enemies 
camp,  among  whom  they  were 
very  common  :  or  he  might  have 
beheld  them  exhibited  at  a  didance  ; 
and  therefore  murdered  what  was 
neared,  and  ihould  have  been  dear- 
eft,  to  him  ;  to  counteract  their 
fearful  fpells,  and  outdo  them  in 
their  wicked  machinery.  Cicero 
making  mention  of  this  cuftom  be¬ 
ing  common  in  Gaul,  adds,  that 
it  prevailed  among  that  people, 
even  at  the  time  when  he  was 
fpeaking  :  from  whence  we  may 
be  led  to  infer,  that  it  was  then 
difeontinued  among  the  Romans. 
And  we  are  told  by  Pliny,  that  it 
bad  then,  and  not  very  long,  been 
difeouraged.  For  there  was  a  law 
enafted,  when  Lentuius  and  CrafTus 
were  confuls,  fo  late  as  the  657th 
year  of  Rome,  that  there  fhould  be 
no  more  human  facrifices  :  for  till 
that  time  thofe  horrid  rites  had 
been  celebrated  in  broad  day  with¬ 
out  any  mafk  or  controul :  which, 
bad  we  not  the  beft  evidence  for 
the  faCl,  would  appear  fcarce  cre¬ 
dible.  And  however  difeontinued 
they  may  have^een  for  a  time,  we 
find,  that  they  were  again  renew¬ 
ed  ;  though  they  became  not  fo 
public,  nor  fo  general.  For  not 
very  long  after  this,  it  is  reported 
of  Auguftus  Csefar,  when  Perufia 
furrendered  in  the  time  of  the  fe- 
cond  Triumvirate,  that  befides 
multitudes  executed  in  a  military 
manner,  he  offered  up  upon  the 
Ides  of  March  three  hundred  cho- 
fen  perfons,  both  of  the  Equeitrian 
and  Senatoriaii  order,  at  an  altar 
dedicated  to  the  manes  of  his  uncle 
Julius.  Even  at  Rome  itfelf  this 
cuftom  was  revived:  and  Porphyry 
affures  us,  that  in  his  time  a  man 


was  every  year  facrificed  at  the 
fhrine  of  jupiter  Latiaris.  Helio- 
gabalus  offered  the  like  vidlims  to 
the  Syrian  deity,  which  he  intro¬ 
duced  among  the  Romans,  The 
fame  is  faid  of  Aurelian. 

The  Gauls  and  the  Germans 
were  fo  devoted  to  this  fhocking 
cullom,  that  no  bufinefs  of  any 
moment  was  t  ran  ladled  among 
them,  without  being  prefaced  with 
the  blood  of  men.  They  were 
offered  up  to  various  gods  ;  but 
particularly  to  Hefus,  Taranis, 
and  Thautates.  Thefe  deities  are 
mentioned  by  Lucan,  where  he 
enumerates  the  various  nations 
who  followed  the  fortunes  of  Cse- 
far. 

Et  quibus  immitis  placatur /anguine 
airo, 

Ehqutates  ;  horrenfque  feris  altari - 
bus  Hefus  • 

Et  V aranis  Scythic#  non  mitior 
ara  Dianne. 

The  altars  of  thefe  gods  were  far 
removed  from  the  common  refort 
of  men:  being  generally  fituated 
in  the  depth  of  woods ;  that  the 
gloom  might  add  to  the  horror  of 
the  operation,  and  give  a  reverence 
to  the  place  and  proceeding.  The 
perfons  devoted  were  led  thither 
by  the  Druids,  who  prefided  at  the 
folemnity,  and  performed  the  cruel 
offices  of  the  facrihce.  Tacitus 
takes  notice  of  the  cruelty  of  the 
Hermunduri,  in  a  war  with  the 
Catti,  wherein  they  had  greatly 
the  advantage  ;  at  the  dole  of 
which  they  made  one  general  facri- 
fice  of  all  that  was  taken  in  battle, 
Vidor  d'vverfam  aciem  Marti  ac  Mer- 
curio  facra^verat  :  quo  ‘yoto,  equi , 
<viri>  cunda  <vida  occidioni  daniur. 
The  poor  remains  of  the  legions 

under 
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under  Varus  fuffered  in  fomc  de¬ 
gree  the  fame  fate.  Lacis  propinquis 
barhar<z  arts,  apud  quas  Hmbunos , 

1 ac  primorum  ordinum  centuriones  mac - 
tanjerant.  There  were  many  places 
defined  for  this  purpofe  all  over 
Gaul  and  Germany;  but  efpecially 
in  the  mighty  woods  of  Arduenna, 
and  the  great  Hercinian  forell ;  a 
wild,  that  extended  above  thirty 
days  journey  in  length.  The  places 
fet  apart  for  this  folemnity  were 
held  in  the  utrnoft  reverence  ;  and 
only  approached  at  particular  fea- 
fons.  Lucan  mentions  a  grove  of 
this  fort  near  Maflilia,  which  even 
the  Roman  foldiers  were  afraid  to 
to  violate,  though  commanded  by 
Ceefar.  It  was  one  of  thofe  fet 
apart  for  the  facrifices  of  the 
country.' 


ab  (e^vo. 

Obfcurum  cingens  connexis  aera 
ramis, 

Hunc  non  ruricolas  Panes,  nemo~ 
rumque  potentes 

Syl<vani ,  Nymphasque  tenent  ;  fed 
barbara  ritu 

\ Turba  Deum  :  Jlrudte  facris  fe- 
ralibus  ara. 

Omnis  et  humanis  lujlrata  cruori - 
bus  a?~ bos, 

Claudian  compliments  Stilico,  that, 
among  other  advantages  accruing 
to  the  Roman  armies  through  his 
conduft,  they  could  now  venture 
into  the  awful  foreft  of  Hercinia  ; 
and  follow  the  chace  in  thofe  fo 
much  dreaded  woods,  and  otherwife 
make  ufe  of  them. 

Ut  procul  Herein: ce  per  <vafa  flen- 
tia  fyhja 

Venari  tutb  liceat  \  lucofque  <ve~ 

tuftd 


Religione  truces  et  robera  numinis 
infiar 

Barbaric i,  nojitee  feriant  impune 
fe  cures, 

Thefe  pra&ices  prevailed  among 
all  the  people  of  the  north,  of 
whatever  denomination.  TheMaf- 
fagetce,  the  Scythians,  the  Getes, 
the  Sarmatians,  all  the  various  na¬ 
tions  upon  the  Baltick,  particularly 
the  Suevi  and  Scandinavians,  held 
it  as  a  fixed  principle,  that  their 
happinefs  and  fecurity  could  not 
be  obtained,  but  at  the  expence  of 
the  lives  of  others.  Their  chief 
gods  were  Thor,  and  Woden  ; 
whom,  they  thought,  they  could 
never  fufficiently  glut  with  blood. 
They  had  many  very  celebrated 
places  of  worlhip  ;  efpecially  in  the 
ifland  Rugen,  near  the  mouth  of 
the  Oder  ;  and  in  Zeeland  ;  feme 
too  very  famous  among  the  Sem- 
nones,  and  Naharvalii.  But  the 
noil  reverenced  of  all,  and  the 
moil  frequented,  was  at  Upfal ; 
where  there  was  every  year  a  grand 
celebrity,  which  continued  for  nine 
days.  During  this  term  they  facri- 
ficed  animals  of  all  forts  :  but  the 
mod  acceptable  victims,  and  the 
mod  numerous,  were  men.  Ipjas 
nridhnas  apud  plerofque  commendabat 
humanus  fanguis ,  ejfufus  ante  Deorum 
araSy  et  diro  carmine  denjotus  :  in¬ 
troduced  immani  Hid,  ac  babard 
Scytharum  confuetudine ,  qui  Deos  im~ 
mortales  hcminu?n  feeler e  et  fanguine 
placari  poffe  arbitrabantur.  Of  thefe 
facrifices  none  were  elleemcd  fo 
aufpicious,  and  falutary,  as  a  facri- 
fice  of  the  prince  of  the  country. 
When  the  lot  fell  for  the  king  to 
die,  it  was  received  with  univerfal 
acclamations,  and  every  exprefiicn 
of  joy  ;  as  it  once  happened  in  the 
time  of  a  famine,  when  they  caft 

lots. 
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lots,  and  it  fell  to  king  Domalder  munera  qu&dam  Diis  gratijjhna,  fuft 
to  be  the  people’s  victim  :  and  he  petidebant. 

was  accordingly  put  to  death.  The  manner,  in  which  the  vie- 
Glaus  Tretelger,  another  prince,  tims  were  daughtered,  was  diverfe 
was  burnt  alive  to  Woden.  They  in  different  places.  Some  of  the 
did  not  fpare  their  own  children.  Gaulifh  nations  chined  them  with  a 
Harald  the  fon  of  Gunild,  the  firil  Broke  of  an  ax.  The  Celt®  placed 
of  that  name,  flew  two  of  his  chi  1-  the  man,  who  was  to  be  offered  for 
dren  to  obtain  a  dorm  of  wind,  a  facrifice,  upon  a  block,  or  an  a!- 
He  did  not  let,”  fays  Verftegan,  tar,  with  his  bread  upwards ;  and 
4<  to  facrifice  two  of  his  Tons  unto  with  a  fword  druck  him  forcibly 
ee  his  idols,  to  the  end  he  might  acrofs  the  Jiernum  :  them  tumbling 
obtain  of  them  fuck  a  temped  at  him  to  the  ground,  from  his  ago- 
cc  fea,  as  fhould  break  and  difperfe  nies  and  convulfions,  as  well  as 
the  Shipping  of  Harald  king  of  from  the  effufion  of  blood,  they 
Denmark.’3  Saxo  Grammaticus  formed  a  judgment  of  future 
mentions  a  like  fad.  He  calls  the  events.  The'Cimbri  ripped  open 
king  Haquin  :  and  fpeaks  of  the  the  bowels  ;  and  from  them  they 
perlons  put  to  death,  as  two  very  pretended  to  divine.  In  Norway 
hopeful  young  princes:  Duos  pro:-  they  beat  mens  brains  out  with  an 
fiantijftmce  indolis  fjios ,  hoJUarum  ox  yoke.  The  fame  operation  was 
more,,  arts  admotos ,  potiundee  nsiblo-  performed  in  Iceland,  by  dafhinp- 
tire  caujd,  nefand  lit  at  tone  madlaujit.  them  againd  an  altar  of  done.  In 
.Another  king  flew  nine  Ions,  in  many  places  they  transfixed  them 
order  to  prolong  his  own  life  ;  in  with  arrows.  After  they  were 
hopes,  I  (up pole,  that,  what  they  dead,  they  fufpended  them  upon 
were  abridged  of,  would  in  great  the  trees,  and  left  them  to  putrify. 
ineafure  be  added  to  himfelf.  Such  One  of  the  writers,  above  quoted,. 
Indances  however  occur  not  often  :  mentions,  that  in  his  time,  (eventy 
but  the  common  vidims  were  carcafes  of  this  fort  were  found  in 
without  end.  Adam  Bremenfis,  a  wood  of  the  Suevi.  Dithmar  of 
fpeaking  of  the  awful  grove  at  Merfburgh,  an  author  of  nearly  the 
Upfal,  where  thefe  horrid  rites  fame  age,  fpeaks  of  a  place  called 
were  celebrated,  lays,  that  there  Ledur  in  Zeeland,  where  there 
was  not  a  Angle  tree,  but  what  was  were  every  year  ninety  and  nine 
reverenced,  as  if  it  were  gifted  perfons  facrificed  to  the  god  Swan- 
with  fome  portion  of  divinity:  tovvite.  During  thefe  bloody  fedi- 
all  this,  becaule  they  were  vals  a  general  joy  prevailed  ;  and 
Gained  with  gore,  and  foul  with  banquets  were  moil  royally  ferved,, 
human  putrefadion.  Lucus  tarn  They  fed  ;  they  caroufed  ;  and 
Jacer  eft  gent tli bus ?  ut  fingulce  arbores  gave  a  loofe  to  indulgence,  which 
£j'us  ex  piorte  *uel  tabo  immolatorum  at  other  times  was  not  permitted. 
dsns  true  s videantur .  The  fame  is  Dum  facrijicia  h<zc  peragebantur , 
ob ferved  by  Scheiffer  in  his  account  njarii  adhibits  funt  ritus ,  et  litationis 
ct  this  place.  Deorum  facer  Me  modi  :  convivia  celebrata  magniftca  : 
lucus  erat  s  '  in  arboribus  Jingulis  Dii  pars  fanguinis  poftibus  illita  ;  pars 
ipft.  ha  bit  are  credcbant  ur  :  ergo  ‘ad  adftaniibus  propinata »  They  ima« 
eanun  tamos  corpora  ilia ,  %’duti  gined,  that  there  was  fomething 
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luyflerious  in  the  number  nine  ; 
for  which  reafon  thefe  feafts  were 
in  fome  places  celebrated  every 
ninth  year  ;  in  others  every  ninth 
month  ;  and  continued  for  nine 
days.  When  all  was  ended,  they 
walked  the  image  of  the  deity  in 
a  pool  ;  on  account,  I  fuppofe,  of 
its  being  ftained  with  blood  ;  and 
then  difmiffed  the  affembly.  Their 
fervancs  were  numerous,  who  at¬ 
tended  during  the  term  of  their 
fcafting,  and  partook  of  the  ban¬ 
quet.  At  the  clofe  of  all,  they 
were  fmothered  in  the  fame  pool, 
or  otherwise  made  away  with.  On 
which  Tacitus  remarks,  how  great 
an  awe  this  circumftance  mult  ne- 
ceflarily  infufe  into  thofe  uho  w ere 
not  admitted  to  thefe  my  Series  : 
drc anus  hinc  terror ,facra  ignorantia , 
quid  fit  iliud ,  quod  tantum  perituri 
*vi  deb  ant. 

Thefe  accounts  are  handed  down 
from  a  variety  of  authors  in  diffe¬ 
rent  ages  :  many  of  whom  were  na¬ 
tives  of  the  countries,  which  they 
deferibe;  and  to  which  they  feem 
ftrongly  attached.  They  would 
no*  therefore  have  brought  fo  foul 
an  imputation  on  the  part  of  the 
world,  in  favour  of  which  they 
were  each  writing  ;  nor  could  there 
be  that  concurrence  of  teftimony, 
were  not  the  h i dory  in  general 
true* 

The  like  cuftom  prevailed  to  a 
great  degree  at  Mexico,  and  even 
under  the  mild  government  of  the 
Peruvians  ;  and  in  moft  parts  of 
America.  In  Africa  it  is  kill  kept 
up  ;  where,  in  the  inland  parts  they 
facriftce  fome  of  the  captives  taken 
in  war  to  their  Fetiches,  in  order 
to  fecure  their  favour.  Snelgrave 
was  in  the  king  of  Dahoome’s 
camp,  after  his  inroad  into  the 
countries  of  Ardra  and  Whidaw ; 
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and  fays,  that  he  was  a  vvltnefs  to 
the  cruelty  of  this  prince,  whom 
he  faw  facrifice  multitudes  to  the 
deity  of  his  nation. 

The  facrilices,  of  which  I  have 
been  treating,  if  we  except  fome 
few  in  (lances,  con  liked  of  perfons 
doomed  by  the  chance  of  war,  or 
akigned  by  lot  to  be  offered.  Burt 
among  the  nations  of  Canaan,  of 
whom  I  firft  fpoke,  the  victims 
were  peculiarly  chofen.  Their  own 
children,  and  whatever  was  near- 
eft  and  deareft  to  them,  were 
deemed  the  moft  worthy  offering 
to  their  god.  The  Carthaginians, 
who  were  a  colony  from  Tyre, 
carried  with  them  the  religion  of 
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their  mother  country,  and  inllitut- 
ed  the  fame  vvorlhjp  in  the  parts 
where  they  fettled.  It  confided 
in  the  adoration  of  feveral  deities, 
but  particularly  of  Kronus  ;  to 
whom  they  offered  human  facri- 
rices  ;  and  efpecialiy  the  blood  of 
children.  If  the  parents  were  not 
at  hand  to  make  an  immediate 
offer,  the  magiftrates  did  not  fail 
to  make  choice  of  what  was  moft 
fair  and  promiling  ;  that  the  god 
might  not  be  defrauded  of  bi3 
dues.  Upon  a  check  being  re¬ 
ceived  in  Sicily,  and  fome  other 
alarming  circumftances  happening, 
Himilcar  without  any  hefitation 
laid  hold  of  a  boy,  and  offered 
him  on  the  fpot  to  Kronus;  and  at 
the  fame  time  drowned  a  number 
of  priefts,  to  appeafe  the  deity  of 
the  fea.  The  Carthaginians  another 
time,  upon  a  great  defeat  of  their 
army  by  Agathocles,  imputed  their 
mifearriages  to  the  anger  of  this 
god,  whofe  fervices  had  been  neg¬ 
lected.  «•  Touched  with  this,  and 
feeing  the  enemy  at  their  gates, 
they  feized  at  once  two  hundred 
children  of  the  prime  nobility, 
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and  offered  them  in  public  for  a 
ffacrifice.  Three  hundred  more, 
being  perfons  who  were  fome  how 
obnoxious,  yielded  themfelves  vo¬ 
luntarily,  and  were  put  to  death 
with  the  others.  The  negleft,  of 
which  they  accufed  themfelves, 
confided  in  facrificing  children, 
purchafed  of  parents  among  the 
poorer  fort,  who  reared  them  for 
that  purpofe ;  and  not  feledling 
the  mod  promifing,  and  the  mod 
honourable,  as  had  been  the  cudom 
of  old.  In  fhort,  there  were  par¬ 
ticular  children  brought  up  for  the 
altar,  as  fheep  are  fattened  for  the 
fbambles ;  and  they  were  bought, 
and  butchered  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner.  But  this  indifcriminate  way  of 
proceeding  was  thought  to  have 
given  offence.  It  is  remarkable, 
that  the  Egyptians  looked  out  for 
the  mod  fpecious  and  handfome 
perfon  to  be  facrificed.  The  Al¬ 
banians  pitched  upon  the  bed  man 
of  the  community,  and  made  him 
pay  for  the  wickednefs  of  the  red. 
The  Carthaginians  chofe  what  they 
thought  the  mod  excellent,  and  at 
the  fame  time  the  mod  dear  to 
them  ;  which  made  the  lot  fall 
heavy  upon  their  children.  This  is 
taken  notice  of  by  Silius,  Italicus 
in  his  fourth  book  : 

M&s  erat  in  popults ,  quos  condidit 
ad'vena  Dido , 

Pofcere  cade  Decs  < venicun ,  ei  fla¬ 
grant  ibus  arts , 

Jnfandum  didiu  !  paras  os  imponere 
nut-os . 

Kronus,  to  whom  thefe  facrifices 
were  exhibited,  was  an  oriental 
deity,  the  god  of  light  and  fire  ; 
and  therefore  always  worfhipped 
with  fome  reference  to  that  ele¬ 
ment.  The  Carthaginians,  as  I 
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have  obferved,  fird  introduced  him 
into  Africa.  He  was  the  fame  as 
the  Orus  of  the  Egyptians,  and 
the  Alorus  of  the  eadern  nations. 
That  the  name  given  him  origi¬ 
nally  by  the  Greeks  was  Koronus, 
is  rn an i fed  from  a  place  in  Crete, 
which  was  facred  to  him,  and  is 
mentioned  by  the  name  Coronis. 
It  is  laid,  that  both  the  chief  city, 
and  the  adjacent  country,  were 
thus  denominated  ;  and  that  thefe 
facrifices  were  there  offered,  which 
we  know  were  peculiar  to  Kronus, 
Ei>  h  T5?  yvv  Toihccfjuvi,  vrporEgov  Ko- 
fumot  0 .voparfyptvv),  f/,Yivi  y.ccToc  Kw&piuc, 
A (ppoako-icoy  t§VETo  av^^utroq  Aypocv?\u9 

0-7)  KsHgOTTOq  you  WftCpYiq  Ay^CtvXi^Oq. 

If  this  place,  which  was  confe- 
crated  to  him  (as  is  apparent  by 
thefe  offerings),  was  called  Ko- 
ronis ;  it  is  plain,  that  his  name 
mud  have  been  rendered  by  the 
Greek  Koronus  :  and  both  are  a 
tranfpofition  for  Kon  -  Orus,  or 
Chon-Orus,  44  the  lord  Orus/’  or 
He  was  univerfally  adored 
in  Cyprus ;  but  particularly  in  this 
part,  which  Porphyry  fuppofes  to 
have  been  Salami?.  This  is  evident 
from  Diodorus  Siculus,  who  men® 
tions  a  city  Ouranie  here.  He 
makes  it  indeed  didinft  from  Sa- 
lamis  ;  but  places  it  hard  by,  be¬ 
tween  that  city  and  Carpafia  ; 
where  the  river  Chour  (the  Ouc 
Our  of  the  Phenicians,  and  the 
Courium,  Ka^iw,  of  the  Greeks) 
runs  at  this  day.  The  Greeks 
thought  Kronus  was  the  fame  as 
Xgoyog  :  but  it  was  an  oriental 
name  ;  and  the  etymology  was  to 
be  looked  for  among  people  of 
thofe  parts. 

E>jAo;  ett’  Ei Kppnra.0,  AiCug  xexXv/uEVog  A(w- 

fjcavj 

Aw;  e<pug  NsiXaoj,  AFAT  KPONOZ?  Air* 

.  cvpioiq  Z ev$. 
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The  Greeks,  ,we  find,  called  the 
deity,  to  whom  thefe  offerings 
were  made,  Agraulos  ;  and  feigned 
that  fhe  was  a  woman,  and  the 
daughter  of  Cecrops.  But  how 
came  Cecrops  to  have  any  connec¬ 
tion  with  Cyprus  ?  Agraulos  is  a 
corruption,  and  tranfpofition  of  the 
original  name,  which  fhould  have 
been  rendered  Uk  El  Aur ,  or  Uk  El 
Aurus  ;  but  has,  like  many  other 
oriental  titles  and  names,  been 
ftrangely  fophiflicated  ;  and  is  here 
changed  to  Agraulos.  It  was  in 
reality  the  god  of  light ;  the  Orus 
a$d  Alorus,  of  whom  I  have  faid  fo 
much,  who  was  always  worfhip- 
ped  with  fire.  This  deity  was  the 
Moloch  of  the  Tyrians  and  Ca- 
naanites,  and  the  Melech  of  the 
eaft  ;  that  is,  the  great  and  prin¬ 
cipal  god,  the  god  of  light,  of 
whom  fire  was  efteemed  a  fymbol^; 
and  at  whofe  fhrine,  inflead  of  viler 
victims,  they  offered  the  blood  of 
men. 

Such  was  the  Kronus  of  the 
Greeks,  and  the  Moloch  of  the 
Phenicians :  and  nothing  can  ap¬ 
pear  more  (hocking,  than  the  fa- 
crifices  of  the  Tyrians,  and  Car¬ 
thaginians,  which  they  performed 
to  this  idol.  In  all  emergencies 
of  date,  and  times  of  general  ca¬ 
lamity,  they  devoted  what  was 
moll  neceffary  and  valuable  to 
them,  for  an  offering  to  the  gods, 
and  particularly  to  Moloch.  But 
befides  thefe  undetermined  times 
of  bloodfhed,  they  had  particular 
and  prefcribed  feafons  every  year, 
when  children  were  chofen  out  of 
the  mod  noble  and  reputable  fa¬ 
milies,  as  I  have  before  mentioned. 
If  a  perfon  had  an  only  child,  it 
was  the  more  liable  to  be  put  to 
death,  as  being  efteemed  more  ac¬ 
ceptable  to  the  deny,  and  more 


efficacious  of  the  general  good. 
Thofe,  who  were  facrificed  to 
Kronus,  were  thrown  into  the 
arms  of  a  molten  idol,  which  flood 
in  the  midft  of  a  large  fire,  and 
was  red  with  heat.  The  arms  of 
it  were  ftretched  out,  with  the 
hands  turned  upwards,  as  it  were 
to  receive  them  ;  yet  doping  down¬ 
wards,  fo  that  they  dropt  from 
thence  into  a  glowing  furnace  be¬ 
low.  To  other  gods  they  were 
othervvife  flaughtered  ;  and,  as  it 
is  implied,  by  the  very  hands  of 
their  parents.  What  can  be  more 
horrid  to  the  imagination,  than  to 
fuppofe  a  father  leading  the  deareft: 
of  all  his  Tons  to  fuch  an  infernal 
fhrine  ?  or  a  mother,  the  mo  ft  en¬ 
gaging  and  affectionate  of  her 
daughters,  juft  rifing  to  maturity, 
to  be  daughtered  at  the  altar  of 
Afhteroth  or  Baal  ?  Juftin  defcribes 
this  unnatural  cuftom  very  pathe¬ 
tically.  b/uippe  homines ,  ut  c victimas 
immolahant ;  et  impuberes  ( qua  ate  s 
hoflium  7nifericordiam  provocat )  arts 
adenose  bant  :  pacem  /anguine  eorum 
expofeente- ,  pro  quorum  <vita  Dii  ro~ 
gari  maxime folent.  Such  was  their 
blind  zeal,  that  this  was  continu¬ 
ally  pra&ifed  ;  and  fo  much  of  na¬ 
tural  affeCtion  ftili  left  unextin- 
guifhed,  as  to  render  the  feene  ten 
times  more  (hocking,  from  the 
tendernefs  which  they  feemed  to 
exprefs.  They  embraced  their 
children  with  great  fondnefs ;  and 
encouraged  them  in  the  gentleft 
terms,  that  they  might  not  be  ap¬ 
palled  at  the  fight  of  the  hellifh 
procefs  :  begging  of  them  to  fub- 
mit  with  chearfulnefs  to  this  fearful 
operation.  If  there  was  any  ap¬ 
pearance  of  a  tear  rifing,  or  a  cry 
unawares  efcaping  ;  the  mother 
fmothered  it  with  her  kiffes  :  that 
there  might  not  be  any  (how  of 

back- 
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backwardnefs,  or  conftraint  :  but 
the  whole  be  a  free-will-offering* 
Blanditiis ,  et  ofculo  comprimente  nsa- 
gitum ,  ne  flebilis  hoftia  immohtur, 
Thefe  cruel  endearments1  over,  they 
llabbed  them  to  the  heart,  or  other- 
wife  opened  the  ffuices  of  life  ; 
and  with  the  blood  warm,  as  it 
ran,  befmeared  the  altar,  and  the 
grim  vifage  of  the  idol.  Thefe 
were  the  cuftoms,  which  the  If- 
raelites  learned  of  the  people  of 
Canaan ;  and  for  which  they  are 
upbraided  by  the  Bfalmiii  “  They 
did  not  deftroy  the  nations,  con¬ 
cerning;  whom  the  Lord  command, 
ed  them  :  but  were  mingled  among 
the  heathen,  and  learned  their 
works.  Yea,  they  facrificed  their 
fons  and  their  daughters  unto  de¬ 
vils,  and  fhed  innocent  blood,  even 
the  blood  of  their  fons  and  of 
their  daughters,  whom  they  facri- 
ficed  unto  the  idols  of  Canaan  : 
and  the  land  was  polluted  with 
blood.  Thus  were  they  defiled 
with  their  own  works,  and  went  a 
whorinp'  with  their  own  inven- 
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lions.” 

Thefe  cruel  rites,  practifed  in  fo 
many  nations,  made  Plutarch  de¬ 
bate  with  himfelf,  “  whether  it 
would  not  have  been  better  for  the 
Galatse,  or  for  the  Scythians,  to 
have  had  no  tradition  or  concep¬ 
tion  of  any  fuperior  beings,  than 
to  have  formed  to  themfelves  no¬ 
tions  of  gods,  who  delighted  in 
the  blood  of  men  ;  of  gods,  who 
efteemed  human  viftims  the  moft 
acceptable  and  perfect  facrifice  ? 
Would  it  not,”  fays  he,  “  have 
been  more  eligible  for  the  Cartha¬ 
ginians  to  have  had  the  atheift 
Critias,  or  Diagoras,  their  law¬ 
giver  at  the  commencement  of 
their  polity,  and  to  have  been 


taught,  that  there  was  neither  god* 
nor  dajrnon,  than  to  have  Lcrii 
heed,  in  the  manner  they  were 
wont,  to  the  god  which  they  ador¬ 
ed  ?  Wherein  they  atffed,  not  ag 
the  perfon  did,  whom  Empedocles 
deferibes  in  fome  poetry,  where 
he  expofes  this  unnatural  cuftom* 
The  fire  there  with  many  idle  vows 
offers  up  unwittingly  his  fon  for  a 
facrifice  ;  but  the  youth  was  fo 
changed  in  feature  and  figure,  thag 
his  father  did  not  know  him* 
rI  hefe  people  ufed,  knowingly  and 
wilfully,  to  go  through  this  bloody 
work,  and  daughter  their  o\frt 
offspring.  Even  they,  who  were 
childleis,  would  not  be  exempted 
from  this  curfed  tribute  ;  but  pur- 
chafed  children  at  a  price  of  the 
poorer  fort,  and  put  them  to  death 
with  as  little  remorfe  as  one  would 
kill  a  lamb,  or  a  chicken.  The 
mother,  who  facrificed  her  child 
ffood  by  without  any  Teeming  fenfe 
of  what  file  was  lofing,  and  with¬ 
out  uttering  a  groan.  If  a  figh 
did  by  chance  efcape,  fhe  loff  all 
the  honour  which  fhe  propofed  to 
herfeif  in  the  offering  ;  and  the 
child  was  notwithstanding  flain* 
All  the  time  of  this  celebrity* 
while  the  children  were  murdering, 
there  was  a  noife  of  clarions  and 
tabors  founding  before  the  idol  ; 
that  the  £ries  and  fhrieks  of  the 
vidlitns  might  not  be  heard.  s‘TeIl 
me  now,”  fays  Plutarch,  “if  the' 
monfters  of  old,  the  Typhons, 
and  the  giants,  were  to  expel 
the  gods,  and  to  rule  the  world 
in  their  Head  ;  could  they  require 
a  fervice  more  horrid,  than  thefe 
infernal  rites  and  facrifices  r” 
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Of  the  Chaldeans ,  and  their  original. 
From  the  feme. 

I  Have  fhewn,  that  the  diftindion 
made  by  Africanus,  Eufebius, 
and  others,  between  Chaldean  and 
Arabian  kings,  is  void  of  all 
foundation  :  and,  were  the  lift, 
:hat  they  produce,  genuine,  it 
would  determine  the  point  againft 
them.  All  that  can  be  efteemed 
true  in  the  feries  they  produce, 
is  the  names,  of  thofe  who  are 
foremoft  in  the  lift.  And,  how¬ 
ever  miftaken  they  may  have  been 
in  thofe  that  follow  ;  yet,  fetting 
them  afide,  we  may  learn,  in  re- 
fped  to  the  Chaldeans,  what  was 
the  opinion  of  thefe  writers,  and 
what  tradition  had  taught  them  ; 
that  Ham,  Chus,  and  Nimrod 
were  the  heads  of  this  nation.  And 
as  the  Chaldeans  were  the  moft 
ancient  inhabitants  of  the  country 
called  by  their  name ;  there  are 
no  other  principals,  to  whom  we 
may  refer  their  original.  They 
feem  to  have  been  the  moft  early 
conftituted,  and  fettled,  of  any 
people  upon  earth  :  And  from  their 
fituation  it  appears,  and  from  every 
other  circumftance,  that  Chus  was 
the  head  of  their  family,  and 
Nimrod  their  firft  king.  They 
feem  to  have  been  the  only  people, 
that  did  not  migrate  at  the  general 
difperfion  :  and  the  center  of  their 
province  was  at  Ur,  not  far  from 
the  conflux  of  the  Tigris  and  Eu¬ 
phrates.  From  hence  they  ex¬ 
tended  themfelves  under  the  names 
of  Cufeans  and  Arabians,  as  far  as 
Egypt  weft,  and  eaftvvard  to  the 
Ganges ;  occupying  to  the  fouth  all 
the  Afiatic  fea-coaft,  and  the  whole 
of  the  large  continent  of  Arabia: 
And  from  thence  they  palled  the 
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Erythrean  gulf,  and  penetrated  in¬ 
to  Ethiopia.  They  were  conti¬ 
nually  incroaching  upon  thofe  that 
were  neareft  to  them  ;  and  even 
trefpafled  upon  their  own  bro¬ 
therhood,  In  procefs  of  time  they 
got  full  pofleffion  of  Egypt,  and 
the  whole  coaft  of  Africa  upon 
the  Mediterranean  even  to  the 
Atlantic  ocean,  as  far  as  F(ez  and 
Taftilet  :  and  are  to  be  found  with¬ 
in  the  tropics  almoft  as  low  as 
the  Gold  coaft.  Upon  the  Gambia, 
is  the  king  of  Barfally,  of  Arabian 
extradion,  as  are  all  the  Phooley 
nations  ;  who  retain  their  original 
language,  and  are  of  the  religion, 
of  Mahomet.  One  of  thefe,  Job 
Ben  Solomon  by  name,  was  not 
many  years  flnce  in  England.  He 
had  been  unjuflly  feized  on  by  a 
prince,  his  neighbour,  and  carried, 
to  America,  where  he  was  fold 
for  a  Have  :  but  writing  an  afFed- 
ing  account  of  his  misfortune  in. 
his  native  tongue,  it  raifed  the 
Cftrioflty,  as  well  as  pity,  of  fome 
perfons  of  confequence  in  thefe. 
parts  ;  who  redeemed  him,  and  fent 
for  him  over ;  and  having  (hewn 
him  Angular  marks  of  favour,  at 
his  requeft  difpatched  him  to  his 
own  country. 


Memoirs  of  Richard  Plant agcnet,  (a 
natural  fon  of  king  Richard  III.) 
who  died  22  Dec .  1550.  (4.  Edw. 
VI.)  In  a  letter  from  Dr.  Tho¬ 
mas  Brett ,  to  Dt\  Willia?n  War¬ 
ren ,  prefident  of  Trinity. hall. 

Dear  Will, 

#  *  *  *  1\T  O  W  for  the  ftory  of 
Richard  Plantagenet. 
Ln  the  year  1720,  (1  have  forgot 
the  particular  day,  only  remember 

it 
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it  was  about  Michaelmas)  I  waited 
on  the  late  lord  Heneage,  earl  of 
Winchelfea,  at  Eaftwell.  houfe  and 
found  him  fitting  with  the  regifter 
of  the  parifti  of  Eaftwell  lying  open 
before  him.  He  told  me,  that  he 
bad  been  looking  there  to  fee  who 
of  his  own  family  was  mentioned 
in  it.  But,  fays  he,  I  have  a  cu- 
riofity  here  to  fhow  you.  And  then 
ftie wed  me,  and  I  immediately 
tranfcribed  it  into  my  almanack, 
“  Richard  Plantagenet  was  buryed 
*«  the  2  2d  daye  of  December,  anno 
ut  fupra.  Ex  Regiftro  de  E aft  welly 
**'Jnb  anno ,  1550.”  This  is  all  the 
regifter  mentions  of  him  ;  fo  that 
we  cannot  fay,  whether  he  was  bu¬ 
ried  in  the  church  or  church  yard  ; 
nor  is  there  now  any  other  memo¬ 
rial  of  him,  except  the  tradition  in 
the  family,  and  fotne  little  marks 
where  his  houfe  flood.  The  ftory 
my  lord  told  me  was  this  : 

When  Sir  Thomas  Moyle  built 
that  houfe,  (Eaftwell  place)  he  ob- 
ferved  his  chief  bricklayer,  when¬ 
ever  he  left  off  work,  retired  with 
a  book.  Sir  Thomas  had  curiofity 
to  know  what  book  the  man  read  ; 
but  was  feme  time  before  he  could 
difeover  it ;  he  ftill  putting  the 
book  up  if  any  one  came  toward 
him.  However,  at  la  ft,  Sir  Tho¬ 
mas  furprized  him,  and  fnatched 
the  book  from  him  ;  and  looking 
into  it,-  found  it  to  be  Latin.  Here¬ 
upon,  he  examined  him,  and  find¬ 
ing  he  pretty  well  underftood  that 
language,  he  enquired,  how  he 
came  by  his  learning  Hereupon, 
the  man  told  him,  as  he  had  been 
a  good  m after  to  him,  he  would 
venture  to  truft  him  with  a  fecret 
he  bad  never  before  revealed  to  any 
one.  He  then,  informed  him.  That 
he  was  boarded  with  a  Latin  fchooR 


mafter,  without  knowing  who  his 
parents  were,  till  he  was  fifteen  or 
fxxteen  years  old  ;  only  a  gentle¬ 
man  (who  took  occafion  to  acquaint 
him  he  was  no  relation  to  him) 
came  once  a  quarter,  and  paid  for 
his  board,  and  took  care  to  fee  that 
he  wanted  nothing.  And,  one 
day,  this  gentleman  took  him,  and 
carried  him  to  a  fine  great  houfe, 
where  he  palled  through  feveral 
ftately  rooms,  in  one  of  which  he 
left  him,  bidding  him  flay  there. 

Then  a  man  finely  dreft,  with 
a  ftar  and  garter,  came  to  him  ; 
afked  him  feme  queilions,  talked 
kindly  to  him,  and  gave  him  feme 
money.  Then  the  fore-mentioned 
gentleman  returned  and  conducted 
him  back  to  his  fchool. 

Some  time  after,  the  fame  gentle¬ 
man  came  to  him  again,  with  a 
horfe  and  proper  accoutrements, 
and  told  him,  he  mu  ft  take  a  jour¬ 
ney  with  him  into  the  country. 
They  went  into  Leicefterfhire,  and 
came  to  Bofworth-field  ;  and  he 
was  carried  to  king  Pdchard  IIEs 
tent.  The  king  embraced  him, 
and  told  him  he  was  his  fen.  “  But, 
child,”  fays  he,  “  to-morrow  I 
mu  ft  fight  for  my  crown.  And, 
allure  yourfelf,  if  I  lofe  that,  I  will 
lofe  my  life  too:  but  I  hope  to 
preferve  both.  Do  you  Hand  in 
fuch  a  place,  (directing  him  to  a 
particular  place) -where  you  may 
fee  the  battle,  out  of  danger.  And 
when  I  have  gained  the  victory, 
come  to  me;  I  will  then  own  you 
to  be  mine,  and  take  care  of  you. 
But,  if  I  fhould  be  fo  unfortunate 
as  to  lofe  the  battle,  then  fhift  as 
well  as  you  can,  and  take  care  to 
let  nobody  know  that  I  am  your 
father  ;  for  no  mercy  will  be  {hewed 
to  any  one  fo  nearly  related  to¬ 
me/’  1 
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me.”  Then  the  king  gave  him  a 
purfe  of  gold,  and  difmiffed  him* 

He  followed  the  king’s  direc¬ 
tions.  And,  when  he  favv  the  bat¬ 
tle  was  loft,  and  the  king  killed, 
he  haded  to  London,  fold  "his  horfe 
and  line  cloaths  ;  and  the  better  to 
conceal  himfelf  from  all  fufpicion 
of  being  fon  to  a  king,  and  that 
he  might  have  means  to  live  by 
his  honeft  labour,  he  put  himfelf 
apprentice  to  a  bricklayer.  But, 
having  a  competent  fkill  in  the 
Latin  tongue,  he  was  unwilling  to 
lofe  it ;  and  having  an  inclination 
alfo  to  reading,  and  no  delight  in 
the  converfation  of  thofe  he  was 
obliged  to  work  with,  he  generally 
fpent  all  the  time  he  had  to  fpare 
in  reading  by  himfelf. 

Sir  Thomas  faid,  i(  You  are  now 
old,  and  almoft  paft  your  labour; 
1  will  give  you  the  running  of  my 
kitchen  as  long  as  you  live.”  He 
anfvvered,  “  Sir,  you  have  a  nu¬ 
merous  family  ;  I  have  been  ufed  to 
live  retired;  give  me  leave  to  build 
a  houfe  of  one  room  for  myfelf,  in 
fuch  a  held,  and  there,  with  your 
good  leave,  I  will  live  and  die.” 
Sir  Thomas  granted  his  requeft  ; 
he  built  his  houfe,  and  there  con¬ 
tinued  to  his  death. 

I  fuppofe  (tho’  my  lord  did  not 
mention  it)  that  he  went  to  eat  in 
the  family,  and  then  retired  to  his 
hut.  My  lord  faid,  that  there  was 
no  park  at  that  time  ;  but  when 
the  park  was  made,  that  houfe  was 
taken  into  it,  and  continued  hand¬ 
ing  till  his  (my  lord’s)  father  pull¬ 
ed  it  down.  “  But,”  faid  my 
lord,  “  I  would  as  foon  have  pull¬ 
ed  down  this  houfe  meardng 
Eaftwell-place. 

I  have  been  computing  the  age 
of  this  Richard  Plantagenet  when 
Vol.  X. 
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he  died,  and  find  it  to  be  about  81. 
For  Richard  III.  was  killed  Au- 
guft  23,  *485,  which  fubtraded 
from  1550,  there  remains  65  ;  to 
which  add  16  (for  the  age  of 
Richard  Plantagenet  at  that  time) 
ana  it  makes  81.  But,  though  he 
lived  to  that  age,  he  could  fcarce 
enjoy  his  retirement  in  his  little 
houfe  above  two  or  three  years,  or 
a  little  more.  For  I  find  by  PhiJ- 
pot,  that  Sir  Thomas  Moyle  did 
not  purchafe  the  eftate  of  Ealtweli 
till  about  the  year  1 543  or  4.  We 
may  therefore  reafonably  fuppofe, 
that,  upon  his  building  a  new 
houfe  on  his  purchafe,  he  could 
not  come  to  live  in  it  till  1546  ; 
but  that  his  workmen  were  conti¬ 
nued  to  build  the  walls  about  his 
gardens,  and  other  conveniences  off 
from  the  houfe  ;  and  till  he  came 
to  live  in  the  houfe,  he  could  net 
well  have  an  opportunity  of  ob~ 
ferving  how  Richard  Plantagenet 
retired  with  his  book  :  fo  that  it 
was  probably  towards  the  latter  end 
of  the  year  1546,  when  Richard  and 
Sir  Thomas  had  the  fore-mentioned 
dialogue  together.  Confequently, 
Richard  could  not  build  his  houfe, 
and  have  it  dry  enough  for  him 
to  live  in,  till  the  year  1547.  So 
that  he  muft  be  77  or  78  years 
of  age  before  he  had  his  writ  of 
cafe,  *  *  *  I  am. 

Dear  Brother  Will, 

Your  humble  fervant, 

Tho.  Brett* 

Spring  Grove, 

Sept.  1,  1733'  ,  , 

M  Th 
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The  teflimony  of  Clement  M ay  deft  one, 
that  the  body  of  king  Henry  IV, 
was  thrown  into  the  'Thames ,  and 
not  buried  at  Canterbury .  Tran f 
lated  from  a  Latin  manufcript  in 
the  library  of  Bene* t  college ,  Cam¬ 
bridge ,  M.lV.XCViii. 

^pHlRTY  days  after  the  death 
of  Henry  IV.  one  of  his 
domeftics  came  to  the  hoofe  of 
the  Holy  Trinity*  in  Hounflow, 
and  dined  there.  And  as  the  by- 
ftanders  were  talking*  at  dinner¬ 
time  of  that  king’s  irreproachable 
morals,  this  man  faid  to  a  certain 
efquire,  named  Thomas  Mayde- 
ftone,  then  fitting  at  table,  “  Whe¬ 
ther  he  was  a  good  man  or  not, 
God  knows  ;  but  of  this  I  am  cer¬ 
tain,  that  when  his  corpfe  was  car¬ 
ried  from  Weftminfter  towards  Can^ 
terbury,  in  a  fmall  veffel,  in  order 
to  be  buried  there,  I  and  two  more 
threw  his  corpfe  into  the  fea,  be¬ 
tween  Berkengum  and  Gravefend. 
And  (he  added  with  an  oath)  we 
were  overtaken  by  fuch  a  dorm  of 
winds  and  waves,  that  many  of  the 
riobility,  who  followed  us  in  eight 
fh  ips,  were  difperied,  fo  as  with 
difficulty  to  efcape  being  loft.  But 
we,  who  were  with  the  body,  de- 
fpairing  of  our  lives,  with  one  con- 
fent  threwr  it  into  the  fea  ;  and  a 
great  calm  enfued.  The  coffin  in 
which  it  lay,  covered  with  cl  th  of 
gold,  we  carried  with  great  folem- 
nity  to  Canterbury,  and  buried  it. 
The  monks  of  Canterbury  there¬ 
fore  fav,  that  the  tomb  [not  the 
body]  of  Henry  IV.  is  with  us. 
As  Peter  faid  of  holy  David,  Adis 
xi.” 

As  God  Almighty  is  my  witnefs 
and  judge,  I  faw  this  man,  and 
heard  him  fwear  to  my  father. 
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Thomas  Maydeftone,  that  all  the 
above  was  true. 

Clement  Maydestone, 


Of  mufical  founds  ;  and  of  the  origin 
of  the  names  of  the  days  of  the 
week.  From  the  connexion  of  the 
Romany  Saxon,  and  Englijh  Coins. 
By  William  Clarke ,  M.  A. 

IT  was  difcovered  by  obferva- 
lion  and  experience,  that  there 
was  in  nature  only  leven  different 
notes,  or  founds,  or,  as  the  poet 
calls  them,  “  feptem  difcrimina 
vocum  that  every  odtave  was  a 
repetition  of  the  fame  note,  only 
higher  or  lower.  This  truth,  myf- 
terious  as  it  truly  is,  could  not  be 
fuffered  to  pafs  (fuch  is  the  vanity 
of  human  nature)  without  fome 
explication  ;  and  therefore  was 
foon  refolved  into  another  myftery, 
viz.  that  thefe  feven  mull  cal  notes 
were  the  expreffions  of  the  fame 
tones,  which  the  feven  planets 
made  in  the  different  fpheres  or 
revolutions.  Pythagoras  intro¬ 
duced  this  new  principle  into  the 
old  Greek  philofophy.  Macro- 
bius  thinks  he  was  the  author  of 
it:  but  Quintilian  does  not  fcruple 
to  affirm,  that  it  was  taken  from 
the  tradition  of  more  ancient  times. 
However  this  was,  it  was  a  pre¬ 
vailing  opinion  among  the  old  phi- 
lofophers,  efpecially  the  Pythago¬ 
reans.  A mo'ng  them,  a  roan  would 
have  been  thought  to  have  had  no 
mu  lie  in  his  foul,  who  had  dis¬ 
puted  this  fundamental  principle# 
Macrobius  fpeaks  of  it  as  rifing 
almoft  to  demonftration.  “  Ex  his 
inexpugnabili  ratione  collegium 
eft,  muficos  fonos  .de  fphaerarura 
cosleftium  converfxone  procedereP* 

The 
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their  philofophers  furniihed  a  va¬ 
riety  of  opinions  without  fixing 
upon  one.  But  it  appears  from 
great  authorities,  that  one  of  the 
moft  popular  and  prevailing  opi¬ 
nions  was  that  which  was  after- 
terwards  called  the  Ptolemaic.  The 
earth  was  the  centre,  and  then 
the  reft:  of  the  planets  in  this  or- 
;  der  :  firft  the  Moon,  then  Mer¬ 
cury,  Venus,  the  Sun,  Mars,  Ju¬ 
piter,  and  Saturn.  As  there  were 
feven  plants,  the  lyre  had  for 
i  this  reafon  feven  firings  :  it  was 
formed  upon  this  plan  to  ex- 
prefs  the  harmony  of  the  heavens. 
Varro  calls  the  planetary  fyftem 
<£  rnobilem  divum  lyram,”  And 
Quintilian  takes  it  for  granted, 
that  the  world  was  the  great  ori¬ 
ginal  from  which  the  lyre  was 
i  taken  ;  “  mundum  ipfum  ejus  ra- 
tione  compofitum  effe,  quam  pofiea 
fit  lyra  imitata.”  One  of  the  an¬ 
cient  muficians  fays,  that  Mercury, 
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the  inventor  of  the  old  feven- 
ftringed  lyre,  fitted  it  up  and 
imitation  of  thofe 
the  planets  moved 

Let  us  now  come  to  Dion  Caf- 
fius.  What  he  fays  upon  the  fob- 
jeCt  amounts  to  this  :  That  call¬ 
ing  the  days  of  the  week  by  the 
names  of  the  feven  planets  was 
a  cullom  taken  from  the  Egyp¬ 
tians  ;  and,  though  r.ot  of  very 
ancient  date,  was  then  become  fa¬ 
miliar  among  the  Romans,  and  re¬ 
ceived  among  all  nations  :  that  this 
diftribution  of  the  days  was  ow¬ 
ing  to  the  mufic  of  the  ancients. 
One  of  their  moft  celebrated  tunes 
was  the  Diatefiaron  }  and  fink¬ 
ing  the  firings  of  the  lyre,  as 
that  tune  dire&ed,  would  aflign  the 
days  of  the  week  to  each  planet, 
juft  in  that  order  in  which  they 
are  now  ranged.  There  is  no  ex¬ 
plaining  this  well,  without  giving 
a  fcheme  of  it.  The  planets  in  the 
order  of  the  old  Ptolemaic  fyftem 
fiood  thus : 


For  the  YEAR 

The  ahcient  planetary  fyftem  was 
an  unfettled  thing  :  it  differed 
often,  as  the  dark  conjeftures  of  turned  it  in 

fpheres  which 
in. 


Saturn.  Jupiter.  Mars.  Sol.  Venus.  Mercury.  Luna. 


Saturday.  Thurfday.  Tuefday.  Sunday.  Friday.  Wednefday.  Monday, 

The  planets  diftributed  by  the  DiateTaron  thus  : 

7  S'  %  1  6  4  * 

or,  Sunday,  Monday,  Tuefday,  Wednefday,  Thurfday,  Friday,  Saturday, 
juft  as  we  place  the  days  of  the  week. 

M2  Jti 
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In  playing  this  tune  upon  the 
lyre,  Dion  indeed  fays,  that  you 
ilruck  the  outermoft  firing,  or  Sa¬ 
turn,  firft ;  then  every  fourth  firing 
inclufive  in  their  order.  But  it 
appears  by  the  old  muficians,  that 
there  were  feveral  ways  of  begin¬ 
ning  this  tune,  and  that  you  might 
fet  off  from  different  firings.  In 
reckoning  the  days  of  the  week, 
they  plainly  began  with  the  fourth: 
and  it  is  allowed  by  the  judges  of 
mufic,  that  finking  the  fir  ft  firing 
laft  would  make  the  compofition 
more  harmonious. 

Dion’s  obfervation  about  the  an¬ 
tiquity  of  this  cuftom  feems  to  be 
as  well  grounded.  He  fays,  that 
the  ancient  Greeks  knew  nothing 
of  it.  It  is  certain,  that  the  uni- 
verfal  reception  of  it  among  the 
Greeks  and  Romans  could  not  be 
long  before  his  time.  Ovid  would 
fcarce  have  loft  an  opportunity  of 
embelllfhing  his  Fafti  with  the 
ilory  of  fonie  of  thefe  hebdoma¬ 


dary  deities,  if  this  had  been  the 
ufual  pradftice  in  that  age.  Reck¬ 
oning  the  month,  and  confequently 
the  year,  by  weeks,  was  very  an¬ 
cient.  Philo  and  Jofephus  allure 
us,  that  this  diftribution  of  time 
was  univerfally  received  among  all 
nations. 

The  practice  of  aftigning  each 
day  of  the  week  to  a  particular 
deity,  was,  as  Herodotus  informs 
us,  an  invention  of  the  Egyptians : 
from  thence  it  came  by  flow  ad¬ 
vances  into  Italy  and  Rome.  Moll 
of  the  Egyptian  cuftoms  had  been 
long  held  in  great  contempt  by 
the  Romans  :  but  after  Vefpaftan 
had  affirmed  the  purple,  and  efta- 
blifhed  himfelfin  the  empire,  they 
began  to  be  more  faftnionable  at 
court.  This  invention,  whenever 
it  was  received  there,  came  from 
thence  to  our  anceftors  the  Saxons  ; 
and  is  one  inftance,  among  many 
others,  of  their  great  difpofition 
to  imitate  the  Roman  cuftoms. 
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ESSAYS. 


1 'Thoughts  on  the  Caufes  and  Confe - 
quences  of  the  prefent  high  Price 
of  Prone  if ons, 

Privatus  illis  cenfus  erat  brevis 
Commune  magnum. 

/’’“g""'  K  E  high  price  of  provi¬ 
de  Eons,  and  all  the  neceffa- 
ries  of  life,  is  an  evil  fo  incon¬ 
venient  to  all  conditions  of  men, 
and  fo  intolerable  to  fome,  that 
it  is  not  furprifing  that  all  Ihould 
fuffer  it  with  much  difcontent,  and 
many  be  drove  by  it  into  defpair, 
or  into  riots,  rapine,  and  all  kinds 
of  diforders.  The  latter,  indeed, 
we  cannot  but  exped,  if  we  con- 
flder,  that  the  enemies  of  all  go¬ 
vernment  and  fubordination,  fo 
numerous  in  this  country,  will  not 
fail  to  avail  themfelves  of  this  fa¬ 
vourable  opportunity,  to  fpread 
univerfal  diflatisfaclion,  and  in¬ 
flame  the  minds  of  the  people  to 
feek  redrefs  by  fuch  infamous  and 
dangerous  methods.  This  they 
endeavour,  too  fuccefsfully,  to 
eflfedt,  by  daily  reprefenting  in 
the  public  papers  that  this  cala¬ 
mity  arifes  from  the  artifices  of 
monopolizers,  regraters,  forelfall- 
ers,  and  engroffers,  encouraged, 
or  at  leaf:  connived  at,  by  mini- 
fters  defirous  of  opprefling  the  peo¬ 
ple,  and  parliaments  inattentive 
to  their  complaints.  It  is  hard  to 
fay,  whether  the  ignorance  of  thefe 


writers,  or  their  malevolence,  is 
fuperior  ;  or,  whether  the  abfurdi- 
ty  of  their  principles,  or  the  mif- 
chief  of  them,  is  the  greateft  ; 
but  one  may  venture  to  affirm, 
that  our  people,  notwithftanding 
the  prefent  fcarcity,  are  ftill  bet¬ 
ter  fed  than  taught.  This  un¬ 
doubtedly  makes  it  neceflary,  at 
this  time,  that  the  true  caufes  of 
this  evil  fhouid  be  explained  to 
them  ;  which,  if  if  leffens  not 
their  wants,  may  in  fome  meafure 
abate  their  ill-founded  indigna¬ 
tion. 

To  this  end  I  fhall  endeavour 
to  fhew,  as  concifeiy  as  poflible, 
that  the  prefent  high  price  of  pro- 
vifions  arifes  principally  from  two 
fources  \  the  increafe  of  our  na¬ 
tional  debts,  and  the  increafe  of  our 
riches ;  that  is,  from  the  poverty 
of  the  public,  and  the  wealth  of 
private  individuals.  From  what 
caufes  thefe  have  been  increafed, 
and  what  have  been  the  effe&s  of 
that  increafe,  fhall  be  the  fubjedfc 
of  the  few  following  pages. 

It  will  furely  be  unneceflary  to 
inquire  into  the  caufes  of  the  late 
immenfe  increafe  of  our  national 
debt ;  whoever  remembers  the  ma¬ 
ny  millions  annually  borrowed, 
funded,  and  expended,  during  the 
lafl.  war,  can  be  under  no  diffi¬ 
culty  to  account  for  its  increafe. 
To  pay  intereft  for  thefe  new  funds, 
new  taxes  were  every  year  im- 
M  3  pofed 
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pofed,  and  additional  burthens 
laid  on  every  comfort,  and  almod 
every  necefTary,  of  life,  by  former 
taxes,  occafioned  by  former  wars, 
before  fufficiently  loaded.  Thefe 
mud  unavoidably  increafe  the  prices 
of  them,  and  that  in  a  much 
greater  proportion  than  is  ufually 
underftood  :  for  a  duty  laid  on 
any  commodity  does  not  only  add 
the  value  of  that  duty  to  the  price 
of  that  commodity,  but  the  dealer 
in  it  mud  advance  the  price  double 
or  treble  times  that  furn  ;  for  he 
mud  not  only  repay  himfelf  the 
original  tax,  but  mud  have  com¬ 
ps  n  fa  ti  on  for  his  lodes  in  trade 
by  bad  debts,  and  lofs  of  intered 
by  his  increafed  capital.  BefiJes 
this,  every  new  tax  does  not  only 
affedi  the  price  of  the  commo¬ 
dity  on  which  it  is  laid,  but  that 
of  all  others,  whether  taxed  or 
not,  and  with  which  at  fird  fight 
it  feems  to  have  no  manner  of 
connexion.  Thus,  for  indance,  a 
tax  on  candles  mud  raife  the  price 
of  a  coat,  or  a  pair  of  breeches  ; 
becaufe,  out  of  thefe,  all  the  taxes 
on  the  candles  of  the  wool-com¬ 
ber,  weaver,  and  the  taylor,  mud 
be  paid:  a  duty  upon  ale  mud 
raife  the  price  of  (hoes  ;  becaufe 
from  them  all  the  taxes  upon  a’e 
drank  by  the  tanner,  leather-dref- 
fer,  and  fhoemaker,  which  is  not 
a  little,  mud  be  refunded.  No 
tax  is  immediately  laid  upon  corn, 
but  the  price  of  it  mud  necef- 
farily  be  advanced  ;  becaufe,  out 
of  that,  all  the  innumerable  taxes 
paid  by  the  farmer  on  windows, 
foap,  candles,  malt,  hops,  lea- 
th  er,  fait,  and  a  thoufand  others, 
mud  be  repaid  :  fo  that  porn  is 
as  effectually  taxed,  as  if,  a  duty 
by  the  bufhel  had  been  prima¬ 
rily  laid  upon  it;  for  taxes,  like 


the  various  dreams  which  form 
a  general  inundation,  by  whatever 
channels  they  feparately  find  ad- 
midion,  unite  at  lad,  and  over¬ 
whelm  the  whole.  The  man,  there¬ 
fore,  who  fold  land  upon  an  afs, 
and  raifed  the  price  of  it  during 
the  late  war,  though  abufed  for 
an  impofition,  mod  certainly  ailed 
upon  right  reafons  ;  for,  though 
there  were  no  new  taxes  then 
impofed  either  on  fand  or  afles, 
yet  he  found  by  expeiience  that, 
from  the  taxes  laid  on  almod  all 
other  things,  he  could  neither 
maintain  himfelf,  his  wife,  or  his 
afs,  as  cheap  as  formerly  ;  he  was 
therefore  under  a  neceffity  of  ad¬ 
vancing  the  price  of  his  fand,  out 
of  which  alone  all  the  taxes  which 
he  paid  mud  be  refunded.  Thus, 
I  think,  it  is  evident  beyond  all 
doubt,  that  the  increafe  of  taxes 
mud  increafe  the  price  of  every 
thing,  whether  taxed  or  not ;  and 
that  this  is  one  principal  caufe  of 
the  prefent  extraordinary  advance 
of  provifions,  and  all  .the  neceffa- 
ries  of  life. 

The  other  great  fource  from 
whence  this  calamity  arifes,  is  cer¬ 
tainly  our  vad  increafe  of  riches  ; 
the  caufes  and  confequences  of 
which  I  wi'l  now  briefly  confider. 
That  our  riches  are  in  fail  amaz¬ 
ingly  increafed  within  a  few  years, 
no  one,  who  is  in  the  lead  ac¬ 
quainted  with  this  country,  can 
entertain  a  doubt  :  whoever  will 
cad  his  eyes  on  our  public  works, 
our  roads,  our  bridges,  out  pave¬ 
ments,  and  our  hofpitals,  the  pro¬ 
digious  extenfion  of  our  capital, 
and  in  fome  proportion  that  of 
every  considerable  town  in  Great 
Britain  ;  whoever  will  look  into 
the  pofledions  and  expences  of  in¬ 
dividuals,  their  houfes,  furniture, 
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tables,  equipages,  p^rks,  gardens, 
cioaths,  plate,  and  jewels,  will 
find  every  where  round  him  fuffi- 
cient  marks  to  teftify  to  the  truth 
of  this  propofition.  This  great  in¬ 
creafe  of  private  opulence  is  un¬ 
doubtedly  owing  to  phe  very  fame 
caufe  which  increafed  our  national 
debt ;  that  is,  to  the  enormous  ex- 
pences,  and  unparalleled,  fuccefs, 
of  the  late  war  ;  and  indeed  very 
much  arifes  from  that  very  debt 
i t fe  1  f .  Every  million  funded  is  in 
fabt  a  new  creation  of  fo  much 
wealth  to  individuals,  both  ot 
principal  and  interefl ;  for  the 
principal,  being  eafily  transferable, 
operates  exaftlv  as  fo  much  cadi  ; 
and  the  intereft,  by  enabling  fo 
many  to  confume  the  commodities 
on  which  taxes  are  laid  for  the 
payment  of  it,  in  a  great  meafure 
produces  annually  an  income  to 
difchaige  it  ft  If.;  Of  all  the  enor¬ 
mous  fums  then  expended,  little, 
befides  the  fubfidies  granted  to 
German  princes,  was  loll  to  the  in¬ 
dividuals  of  this  country,  though 
the  whole  was  irrecoverably  alie¬ 
nated  from  tiie  public  :  ail  the  reft 
annually  returning  into  the  poc¬ 
kets  of  the  merchants,  contractors, 
brokers,  and  itock-jobbeis,  ena¬ 
bled  them  to  lend  it  again  to  the 
public  on  a  new  mortgage  the  fol¬ 
lowing  year.  Every  emiftion  of 
paper- credit  by  bank-notes,  ex¬ 
chequer  and  navy  bills,  fo  long  as 
they  circulate,  anfwers  all  the 
purpofes  of  fo  much  additional 
gold  and  ftiver  as  their  value  a- 
mounts  to.  If  we  add  to  thefe 
the  immenfe  riches  daily  flowing 
in,  frnce  that  period,  from  our 
commerce,  extended  over  every 
quarter  of  the  globe,  from  the 
new  channels'of  trade  opened  with 
America,  and  the  amazing  fums 


imported  from  the  Eaft-Indies,  it 
will  not  fure  be  difficult  to  account 
for  the  opulence  of  the  prefent 
times,  which  has  enabled  men  to 
increafe  their  expences,  and  carry- 
luxury  to  a  pitch  unknown  to  all 
former  ages. 

The  effebis  of  this  vaft  and  fud« 
den  increafe  of  riches  are  no  lefs 
evident  than  their  caufe :  the  fir  ft 
and  moft  obvious  effebt  of  the  in¬ 
creafe  of  money  is  the  decreafe  of 
its  value,  like  that  of  all  other 
commodities  ;  for  money  being 
but  a  commodity,  its  value  mult 
be  relative,  that  is,  dependant  on 
the  quantity  of  itfelf,  and  the 
quantity  of  the  things  to  be  pur- 
chafed  with  it.  In  every  country 
where  there  is  great  plenty  of  pro- 
viflo'ns,  and  but  little  money,  there 
proviftons  mu  ft  be  cheap  ;  that  is, 
a  great  deal  of  them  will  be  ex¬ 
changed  for  a  little  money  :  on 
the  contrary,  where  there  are  but 
little  proviflons  in  proportion  to 
the  number  of  confumers,  and  a 
gseat  plenty  of  money,  or  what 
pa  fits  for  money,  there  they  will 
inevitably  be  dear  ;  that  is,  a  great 
deal  of  money  nnjft  be  given  to 
purchafe  them.  Thefe  effebls  mult 
eternally  follow  their  caufe^,  in  all 
apes  and  in  all  countries  ;  and  that 
they  have  done  fo,  the  hiftory  of 
all  countries  in  all  ages  fufficiently 
informs  us.  The  value  of  money 
at  the  time  of  the  Norman  con- 
queft  was  near  twenty  times  greater 
than  at  prefent  ;  and  it  has  been 
gradually  decreafiog  from  that  pe¬ 
riod,  in  proportion  ^as  our  riches 
have  increafed  :  it  has  decreafed 
not  lefs  than  one  third  during  the 
prefent  century  ;  and  l  believe  one 
halfatleaft  of  that  third  ft nee  the 
commencement  of  the  laid  war  : 
which,  I  doubt  not,  could  it  be 
M  4  -  cxablly 
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exa&Iy  computed,  would  be  found 
to  be  in  due  proportion  to  the  in- 
creafe  of  its  quantity,  either  in 
real  or  fidiitious  cafh  ;  and  that  the 
price  of  provifions  is  advanced  in 
the  fame  proportion  during  the  fame 
period. 

The  increafe  of  money  does  not 
only  operate  on  the  price  of  pro¬ 
vifions  by  the  diminution  of  its 
own  value,  but  by  enabling  more 
people  to  purchafe,  and  confe- 
quently  to  confume  them  :  which 
muft  unavoidably  likewife  increafe 
their  fcarcity,  and  that  muft  Hill 
add  more  to  their  price.  Twenty 
rich  families  will  confume  ten 
times  as  much  meat,  bread,  butter, 
foap,  and  candles,  as  twenty  poor 
families  con  lifting  of  the  fame 
number;  and  the  prices  of  all  thele 
muft  certainly  rife  in  proportion  to 
the  demand.  This  efFeCl  of  the 
increafe  of  wealth,  in  many  coun¬ 
tries  of  Europe,  is  very  vifible  at 
this  day,  and  in  none  more  than  in 
the  northern  parts  of  this  illand  ; 
who,  having  of  late  acquired  riches 
by  the  introduction  of  trade,  ma¬ 
nufactures,  and  tillage,  can  now 
well  afford  to  eat  roaft  beef,  and 
therefore  confume  much  of  thTe 
cattle,  with  which  they  were  for¬ 
merly  glad  to  fupply  us  ;  and  will 
not  part  with  the  reft  but  at  prices 
greatly  advanced.  The  confump- 
tion  of  every  thing  is  alfo  amaz¬ 
ingly  inereafed  from  the  increafe 
of  wealth  in  our  metropolis,  and 
indeed  in  every  corner  of  this 
kingdom  ;  and  the  manner  of  liv¬ 
ing,  throughout  all  ranks  apd  con¬ 
ditions  of  men,  is  no  lefs  amaz¬ 
ingly  altered  ;  the  merchant,  who 
formerly  thought  himfelf  fortu¬ 
nate,  i f,f  in  a  courfe  of  thirty  or 
forty  yea\Ts,  by  a  large  trade  and 
ftridt  ceconpmy,  he  amaiied  toge- 
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ther  as  many  thoufand  pounds, 
now  acquires  in  a  quarter  of  that 
time  double  that  fum,  or  breaks 
for  a  greater,  and  vies  all  the  while 
with  the  firft  of  our  nobility  in. 
his  houfes,  table,  furniture,  and 
equipage :  the  Ihopkeeper,  who 
ufed  to  be  well  contented  with  one 
difh  of  meat,  one  fire,  and  one 
maid,  has  now  two  or  three  times 
as  many  of  each  ;  his  wife  has  her 
tea,  her  card  -  parties,  and  her 
drefting  -  room  ;  and  his  ’prentice 
has  climbed  from  the  kitchen  -  fire 
to  the  front -boxes  at  the  play- 
houfe.  The  lovveft  manufacturer 
and  meaneft  mechanic  will  touch 
nothing  but  the  very  beft  pieces 
of  meat,  and  the  fineft  white 
bread  ;  and  if  he  cannot  obtain 
double  the  wages  for  being  idle, 
to  what  he  formerly  received  for 
working  hard,  he  thinks  he  has  a 
right  to  feek  for  a  redrefs  of  his 
grievances  by  riot  and  rebellion. 
Since  then  the  value  of  our  money 
is  decreafed  by  its  quantity,  our 
confumption  inereafed  by  univerfai 
luxury,  and  the  iupplies  which 
we  ufed  to  receive  from  poorer 
countries,  now  alfo  grown  rich, 
greatly  diminilhed,  the  prefent  ex¬ 
orbitant  price  of  all  the  neceftaries 
of  life  can  be  no  wonder. 

From  what  has  been  here  of¬ 
fered,  I  think  this  may  be  readily 
accounted  for,  without  having  re- 
courfe  to  foreftal lers,  regraters,  en- 
gr offers,  monopolizers,  higglers, 
badgers,bounties,poft-chaifes,  turn¬ 
pike-roads,  enlarging  of  farms, 
and  the  extenfton  of  the  metropo¬ 
lis,  with  all  that  ridiculous  cata¬ 
logue  of  caufes  which  have  been 
affigned  by  effay-writers  to  this 
evil,  and  frequently  adopted  by 
the  abfurdity  of  their  readers. 
How  far  all  or  any  of  thefe 
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have  accidentally,  collaterally,  or 
locally  contributed  to  augment  the 
price  of  provifions,  I  cannot  deter¬ 
mine,  nor  do  I  think  it  of  much 
importance  to  inquire  ;  becaufe  I 
am  fatisfied,  whatever  may  have 
been  their  effects,  they  could  have 
had  nofte  at  all,  had  they  not  been 
affifted  by  the  firft  and  great  caufe, 
the  increafe  of  riches ;  for  no  ar¬ 
tifices  of  traders  can  make  their 
commodities  dear  in  a  poor  coun¬ 
try  ;  that  is,  fell  things  for  a  great 
deal  of  money,  where  there  is  lit¬ 
tle  to  be  found.  It  feems  there¬ 
fore  to  no  purpofe  to  fearch  cut 
for  caufes  of  the  prefent  high 
price  of  provifions  from  fads 
whofe  operations  are  uncertain, 
and  reafons  at  bell:  but  fpeculative, 
when  it  is  futficiently  accounted 
for  from  thefe  two  great  princi¬ 
ples,  the  increafe  of  taxes,  and 
the  increafe  of  riches  ;  principles 
as  abfolutely  indifputable,  and  as 
demonftrable,  as  any  mathematical 
problem. 

I  (hall  now  make  fome  curfory 
obfervations  and  fhort  conclufions 
on  the  principles  here  advanced, 
which,  allowing  thefe  to  be  true, 
can  admit  of  no  doubt.  Firft  then, 
although  the  price  of  provifions  is 
at  prefent  very  high,  they  cannot 
with  propriety  be  laid  to  be  dear. 
Nothing  is  properly  dear,  except 
fome  commodity  which,  either  from 
real  or  fictitious  fcarcity,  bears  a 
higher  price  than  other  things  in 
the  fame  country  at  the  fame  time. 
In  the  reign  of  Henry  I] .  the  value 
of  money  was  about  fifteen  times 
greater  than  in  the  prefent  age  ;  a 
fowl  then  was  fold  for  a  penny, 
which  cannot  now  be  bought  un¬ 
der  fifteen  pence  :  but  fowls  are 
not  for  that  reafon  dearer  now 
(hap  they  were  at  that  time  ;  be¬ 


caufe  one  penny  was  then  earned 
with  as  much  labour,  and  when 
earned  would  fetch  as  much  of 
every  thing  at  market,  as  fifteen 
will  in  thefe  days  :  was  the  value 
of  money  now  as  great,  and  the 
price  of  other  things  as  fmall,  as 
in  thofe  times,  and  provifions  bore 
the  fame  price  as  at  prefent,  they 
would  then  be  dear  indeed,  and  the 
pamphleteers  would  have  good  rea¬ 
fon  to  impute  their  dearnefs  to  the 
frauds  of  engroffers  and  monopoliz¬ 
ers  ;  but  as  the  price  of  every  thing 
befides, of  houfes, furniture, cloaths, 
horfes,  coaches,  fees,  perquifites, 
and  votes,  are  all  equally  advanced  ; 
nay,  as  every  pamphlet,  which  ufed 
to  be  fold  for  one  {hilling,  has  now 
infcribed  on  its  title-page  Price 
Eighteen  Pence,  their  own  works 
are  a  confutation  of  their  argu¬ 
ments  ;  for  non  fen  fie  is  a  commo¬ 
dity  in  which  there  are  too  many 
dealers  ever  to  fuffer  it  to  be  mo¬ 
nopolized  or  engroffed.  It  is  cer¬ 
tainly  therefore  improper  to  fay 
that  provifions  are  dear  ;  but  we 
fhould  rather  affi-m,  what  is  the 
real  fact,  that  money  is  cheap  : 
and  if  the  complainants  would  ufe 
this  expreftion  in  Head  of  the  other, 
and  at  the  fame  time  confider  that 
this  arifes  from  the  fuccefs  of  our 
arms  and  the  extenfion  of  our 
trade,  I  am  perfuaded  that,  if  they 
were  not  lefs  diftreffed,  they  would 
certainly  be  lefs  diffatisfied ;  and 
would  perhaps  by  degrees  com¬ 
prehend,  that,  in  a  country  en¬ 
gaged  in  expenfive  wars  and  fuc- 
cefsful  commerce,  there  muft  be 
heavy  taxes  and  great  riches  ;  and 
that,  where  there  are  taxes  and 
riches,  there  the  prices  of  provi¬ 
fions,  and  all  other  things,  muft: 
be  high,  in  fpite  of  all  the  efforts 
of  minifters  or  parliaments,  who 

ought 
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ought  by  no  means  to  be  blamed 
for  not  effedling  impoffibilities, 
arid  countera&ing  the  nature  of 
things. 

Secondly,  this  cheapnefs  of  mo¬ 
ney  in  its  confequences  affedb  dif¬ 
ferent  conditions  of  men  in  a  very 
different  manner  :  to  fome  it  ope¬ 
rates  exa&Iy  in  the  fame  manner  as 
real  dearnefs  and  fcarcity,  at  the 
fame  time  that  to  others  it  gives 
confjderable  advantages.  Ail  thofe 
who  fubfifl  on  fettled  ftipends  mult 
inevitably  be  ruined  by  it  :  mer¬ 
chants,  and  traders  of  all  kinds 
are  greatly  benefited  ;  but  the  la- 
bearer  and  the  land-owner  are 
ixioft  grievoufly  oppreffed.  Thofe 
who  fubfifl  on  fettled  flipends  mull 
be  ruined  ;  becaufe,  if  their  in¬ 
comes  cannot  be  advanced  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  the  decreafe  of  the  va¬ 
lue  of  money,  and  the  conffquent 
increafe  of  the  prices  of  every 
th  ing,  the  fame  nominal  fum  which 
would  afford  affluence  in  one  age, 
v/ill  not  prevent  flarving  in  ano¬ 
ther  ;  of  which  we  have  numerous 
examples  in  our  fchools,  colleges, 
aims  houfes,  and  other  charitable 
foundations.  Merchants  and  tra¬ 
ders  are  conflant’y  gainers  by  it  ; 
becaufe  they  can  always  raife  tie 
prices  of  whatever  they  deal  in, 
faker  than  the  value  of  money  de- 
creafes  ;  but  the  labourer,  having 
nothing  to  fubfifl  on  but  his  daily 
work,  mull  ever  be  behind-hand 
in  advancing  the  p  ice  of  his  la¬ 
bour:  becaufe  he  is  not  able  to 
wait  till  it  acquires  its  due  pro¬ 
portion  of  value,  and  therefore  by 
it  he  mud  fuffer  extremely.  The 
land  owner  like  wife  cannot  raiie 
his  rents  in  any  proportion  to  the 
fall  of  the  value  of  money  ;  becaufe 
the  charges  of  cultivation,  the  fa- 
mily-expences  of  the  occupiers,  and 
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the  maintenance  of  an  increafi ng 
poor,  all  burthens  infeparable  from 
his  land,  muil  all  rife  in  proportion 
to  that  fall  ;  and  thefe  mull  per¬ 
petually  retard  his  progrefs.  The 
price  of  labour  and  of  land  mud 
by  degrees  advance,  as  money  de- 
creafes  m  value;  but,  as  thefe  are 
the  Jail  that  will  feel  its  effects,  the 
labourer  muit,  in  the  mean  time, 
be  miferably  pinched,  and  the 
land  owner  dreadfully  impoverifh- 
ed  by  it.  This  is  not  fpeculatibn, 
but  a  fafl  which  is  too  well  verified 
by  experience  at  this  time,  through 
every  part  of  this  kingdom,  wheie 
the  labourer,  with  his  utmo/l  in- 
duftry,  cannot  now  procure  a  belly- 
full  for  himfelf  and  his  family  ; 
and,  nctwithftanding  all  the  late 
improvements  in  agriculture,  the 
very  fame  eilates  in  land  which 
formerly  maintained  a  large  family 
in  fpLndor  and  hofpitaiity,  can 
now  fcarce  repair  and  pay  window- 
tax  for  a  fpacious  maniion-houfe, 
and  fupply  the  owner  of  it  with 
the  necelfaries  of  life.  When  I 
hear  a  merchant,  contradlor,  or 
broker,  calling  out  for  war,  ar¬ 
guing  for  new  loans  and  new  taxes, 

I  wonder  not,  becaufe  l  know  that 
they  are  enriched  by  them,  and  I 
know  alfo  that  they  have  fagacity 
enough  to  know  it  too  :  but  when 
I  hear  a  landed  gentleman  talk  the 
fame  language,  when  I  f  e  him 
eager  tor  war,  which  muil  involve 
him  in  new  diflreffes,  encouraging 
loans,  whole  interell  he  mufl  pay, 
pleading  for  taxes,  which  mull  lie 
an  eternal  mortgage  upon  his  ef- 
tate,  exulting  in  acquilitions  of 
territories  and  commerce,  which 
mull  daily  increafe  his  expences, 
and  diminifh  his  income,  and  tri¬ 
umphing  in  viflories  which  mull 
undo  him,  I  own  I  am  furprifed, 

bus 
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but  at  the  fame  time  rejoice  to  find, 
that,  in  this  enlightened  age,  there 
is  ignorance  ftill  left  amongft  us, 
fuffiaent  to  produce  fo  difinterefted 
a  patriot. 

Laltly,  from  the  foregoing  pre- 
mifes  one  confequence  evidently 
appears,  which  feems  to  have  efcap- 
ed  the.fagacity  of  our  wife  ft  poli¬ 
ticians,  which  is,  that  a  nation 
may,  nay  muft  inevitably  be  ruin¬ 
ed,  who  every  year  increafes  her 
debts,  notwithftanding  her  acqui- 
fitions  by  conqueft  or  commerce 
bring  in  double  or  treble  the  fums 
which  ihe  is  obliged  to  borrow;* 
and  this  by  a  chain  of  caufes  and 
consequences,  wnich  the  efforts  of 
no  human  power  or  wifdom  are 
able  to  difunite.  New  debts  re¬ 
quire  new  taxes  ;  and  new  taxes 
muft  increafe  the  price  of  provi- 
fions  :  new  acquifitions  of  wealth, 
by  decreafing  the  value  of  money, 
ftill  aggravate  this  evil,  and  render 
them  ftill  dearer  ;  this  dearnefs  of 
provifions  muft  augment  the  price 
of  labour  ;  this  muft  advance  the 
price  of  all  manufactures  ;  and  this 
muft  deftroy  trade;  the  deftruCtion 
of  trade  muft  ftarve  the  poor,  ex¬ 
pel  the  manufacturers,  and  intro¬ 
duce  univerfal  bankruptcy,  riot, 
and  confufion.  Artificers  of  all 
kinds  will,  by  degrees,  migrate 
into  cheaper  countries:  the  num¬ 
ber  of  clergy,  whofe  education 
muft  grow  more  expen  five,  and 
incomes  lefs  valuable,  will  be  in- 
fufhcient  for  parochial  duty  :  the 
pay  of  navies  and  armies  muft  be 
augmented,  or  they  will  no  longer 
defend  a  country  which  cannot 
maintain  them  ;  but  rather  tbem- 
felves  become  her  internal  and  moft 
dangerous  enemies. 

From  what  has  been  here  faid,  I 
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think  it  plainly  appears,  that  the 
prefent  exorbitant  price  of  provi¬ 
fions,  and  all  the  neceflaries  of  life, 
chiefly  arifes  from  the  increafe  of 
our  taxes,  and  of  our  riches  ;  that 
is,  from  public  poverty  and  pri¬ 
vate  opulence,  the  fatal  difeafe 
which  has  put  a  period  to  all  the 
greateft  and  moft  flourithing  em¬ 
pires  of  the  world  ;  their  deftruc- 
tive  effedts  have  been  fufhciently 
known  in  all  ages  ;  but  the  re¬ 
medy  fuccefsfully  to  be  applied  to 
them,  is  yec  a  fecret,  No  acqui- 
fition  of  foreign  wealth  can  be  ef¬ 
fectual  for  this  purpofe  :  was  our 
whole  national  debt  to  be  at  once 
paid  off,  by  the  introduction  of  all 
the  treafures  of  the  Eaft,  it  would 
but  accelerate  our  deftruCtion  ;  for 
fuch  a  vaft  and  fudden  influx  of 
riches  would  fo  enhance  our  ex- 
pences,  and  decreafe  the  value  of 
money,  that  we  fhould  at  once  be 
overwhelmed  with  luxury  and  want. 
The  moft  concife  meihod  of  cure 
would  be  to  take  fuperabundant 
wealth  from  individuals,  and  with 
it  difcharge  the  debts  of  ihe  public  ; 
but  here  juftice,  liberty,  and  law, 
would  obftruCt  our  progrefs  with 
infurmountable  difficulties-  Who¬ 
ever  therefore  would  attempt  this 
falutary,  but  arduous  undertaking, 
muft  not  begin  by  extirpating  en- 
groflers  and  regraters,  nor  by  de¬ 
ftroy  ing  rats  and  fparrows,  thole 
great  foreftallers  of  the  public 
markets  ;  but  by  gradually  paying 
off  that  debt,  not  only  by  (econo¬ 
my,  but  by  the  moft  avaricious  par- 
fimony,  and  as  far  as  poflible,  by 
narrowing  thofe  channels,  through 
which  riches  have  flowed  in  fuch 
torrents  into  the  pockets  of  private 
men :  he  muft  be  deaf  to  all  mer¬ 
cantile  application  for  opening  new 
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Inlets  of  commerce  at  the  public 
expence  :  he  mull:  boldly  refill  all 
proportions  for  fettling  new  colo¬ 
nies  upon  parliamentary  eilimates ; 
and  mod  carefully  avoid  entering 
Into  new  wars  :  in  fhort,  he  mull 
obllinately  refufe  to  add  one  hun¬ 
dred  thoufand  pounds  to  the  na¬ 
tional  debt,  though  by  that  means 
millions  could  be  introduced  thro’ 
the  hands  of  individualsf  How 
far  thefe  meafures  are  practicable, 
or  confident  with  the  honour,  dig¬ 
nity,  or  even  advantage  of  this 
country  in  other  refpeCts,  I  cannot 
determine;  but  this  I  will  venture 
to  affirm,  that  by  no  others  this 
calamity,  fo  loudly  and  fo  judly  at 
this  time  complained  of,  can  ever 
be  redreffed. 

By  what  has  been  here  thrown 
out,  I  would  by  no  means  be  un~ 
derdood  to  mean  to  difcourage 
the  legillature  from  inquiring  in¬ 
to  abufes,  of  which  I  doubt  not 
but  there  are  many,  and  applying 
to  them  the  mod  efficacious  and 
fpeedy  remedies ;  much  lefs  to  dis¬ 
approve  the  falutary  meafures  they 
have  already  taken  to  red  refs  this 
evil,  the  wifeft,  and  perhaps  the 
only  ones  which  are  practicable  for 
that  end.  I  propofe  only  to  leffen 
the  unreafonable  expectations  many 
have  formed  of  their  fuccefs,  and 
the  indignation  confequent  from 
their  difappointment  ;  and  to  Item 
a  little  thofe  torrents  of  abfurdities, 
with  which  one  is  over-whelmed  in 
all  companies,  both  male  and  fe¬ 
male.  Every  politician  at  a  coffee- 
houfe  has  a  nodrum  for  this  dif- 
eafe,  which  he  pronounces  infalli¬ 
ble  ;  and  abufes  adminidration  for 
not  immediately  adopting  it.  Pro¬ 
jectors  every  day  hold  forth  fchemes 
unintelligible  and  impracticable  5 
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for  not  executing  which,  govern¬ 
ment  is  arraigned ;  the  ignorant 
fupport  them,  the  factious  make 
uie  of  them,  and  oppofitions  know¬ 
ing  what  it  is  to  be  hungry,  pathe¬ 
tically  bewail  the  miferies  of  the 
poor.  The  dowager  at  the  qua¬ 
drille-table  inveighs  loudly  againd 
the  cruelty  of  parliament,  for  dif- 
regarding  the  voice  of  the  people, 
and  buffering  provifions  to  continue 
at  fo  exorbitant  a  price ;  calls  a 
king  ;  and  if  the  happens  to  be 
beaded,  grows  more  outrageous 
againd  the  minidry  ;  while  the 
filent  old  general,  her  unfortunate 
partner,  in  three  fentences  recom¬ 
mends  military  execution  on  all 
butchers,  bakers,  poulterers,  and 
fifhmongers,  as  the  mod  equitable 
and  mod  effectual  remedy.  Were 
thefe  impertinences  productive  of 
no  mifchief,  they  would  be  only 
ridiculous,  and  unworthy  of  a  fe«» 
rious  confutation  ;  but  as 

Hte  nugcs  feria  ducunt 
In  mala  ; 

they  tend  to  deceive,  to  difap- 
point,  and  to  exafperate  the  minds 
of  the  vulgar,  and  to  leave  thofe  of 
their  betters  difcontented,  and  dif- 
fatisfied  with  government;  what¬ 
ever  (hall  explain  the  true  and  fun-, 
damental  caufes  of  this  calamity 
to  the  people,  and  give  feme  check 
to  the  nonfenfe,  which  is  every 
where  wrote,  talked,  and  propa¬ 
gated  on  this  fubjeCl,  is  an  attempt 
which  may  render  great  and  im¬ 
portant  fervice  both  to  the  focial 
and  the  political  world. 


An 


For  the  YEAR  1767.  173 


An  ejfay  upon  theatrical  imitation  ; 
extruded,  from  the  dialogues  of 
Plato ,  by  J.  J.  Roufteau,  (Tran- 
fated  from  a  <vcl.  of  RouffeauV 
f Vy'orks  ne%vly  publijhed.j 

H  E  more  I  reflect  upon  the 
eftablilhment  of  our  imagi¬ 
nary  republic,  the  more  ftrongly  it 
appears  to  me,  that  we  have  pre- 
feribed  for  it  laws  that  are  ufeful 
and  appropriated  to  the  nature  of 
man.  I  find,  in  particular,  that  it 
was  neceftary  to  give,  as  we  have 
■done,  fome  bounds  to  the  licences 
of  poets,  and  to  forbid  their  ufing 
any  part  of  their  art  that  relates  to 
imitation.  We  will  now,  if  you 
pleafe,  refume  this  fubjeCt  ;  and  in 
the  belief  that  you  will  not  inform 
againft  me  to  thofe  dangerous  ene¬ 
mies,  X  will  acknowledge  that  I 
look  upon  all  dramatic  writers,  as 
the  corruptors  of  the  people.  For 
whoever  letting  themfelves  be  a- 
mufed  by  their  images,  are  inca¬ 
pable  of  receiving  them  in  their- 
real' point  of  light,  or  of  giving 
thefe  fables  fuch  correction  as  they 
require.  Whatever  refpeCt  I  en¬ 
tertain  for  Homer,  their  model  and 
firft  mailer,  I  do  not  think  I  owe 
more  to  him  than  I  do  to  truth  ; 
and  in  order  to  begin  by  lecuring 
it  to  me,  I  (hall  endeavour  to  trace 
what  is  imitation. 

To  imitate  a  thing,  an  idea  muii 
be  formed.  This  idea  is  abftraCt, 
abfolute,  foie,  and  independant  of 
the  number  of  copies  of  this  thing 
which  may  exiil  in  nature.  This 
idea  is  always  antecedent  to  its 
execution  :  fo  the  architect  who 
builds  a  palace,  hath  the  idea  of  a 
palace  before  he  fets  about  build— 
inof  it.  He  does  not  conilruCt  the 
I  model  he  follows,  and  this  model 
was  previoufly  in  his  mind. 


Confined  by  his  art  to  this  fingle 
fubjeCt,  this  artift  is  only  capable 
of  making  this,  or  other  palaces 
fimllar  :  but  there  are  fome  that 
are  much  more  univerfal,  who  pro¬ 
duce  all  that  can  be  executed  by 
any  workman  whatever  in  the 
world  ;  all  that  is  produced  by  na¬ 
ture,  all  that  can  be  rendered  via¬ 
ble  in  heaven,  upon  eanh,  in  hell, 
even  the  gods  themfelves.  You 
comprehend  that  thefe  marvellous 
artifts  are  painters,  and  indeed,  the 
moft  ignorant  of  men  can  do  the 
fame  with  a  looking-glafs.  You 
will  tell  me  that  the  painter  does 
not  make  thefe  things  but  only 
their  images  ;  the  workman  does 
no  more  who  really  fabricates  them, 
as  he  copies  a  model  that  exifts  be¬ 
fore  him. 

I  there  fee  three  palaces  very  dif- 
tinft.  Firft,  the  original  model,  or 
idea,  that  exifted  in  the  mind  of 
the  architect,  in  nature,  or  at  leaft 
in  it’s  author,  with  all  the  poffible 
ideas  of  which  it  is  the  fpring. 
Secondly,  the  palace  of  the  archi¬ 
tect,  which  is  the  image  of  this 
model  ;  and  at-Tength  the  palace 
of  the  painter,  which  is  the  image 
of  that  of  the  architect.  Thus  God, 
the  architect,  and  the  painter,  are 
the  authors  of  thefe  three  palaces. 
The  nrft  palace  is  the  original  idea, 
exifting  of  icfelf ;  the  fecond  is  the 
image  of  this  ;  the  third  is  the 
image  of  the  image,  or  what  we 
properly  call  imitation.  lienee  it 
follows,  that  imitation,  does  not, 
as  it  is  imagined,  hold  the  fecond 
rank,  but  the  third  in  the  order  of 
beings  ;  and  that  no  image  being 
exaCt  and  perfeCt,  imitation  is  al¬ 
ways  at  a  ftill  more  diftant  degree 
from  truth,  than  it  is  believed. 

The  architect  may  conftruCt  fe- 
veral  palaces  upon  the  fame  model  | 

the 
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the  painter  draw  feveral  pictures 
from  the  fame  palace:  but  as  to  the 
type,  or  original  model,  it  is  lingu¬ 
lar,  for  if  there  were  two  which  re - 
iembled  each  other,  they  would  be 
'no  longer  original ;  they  would  have 
an  original  model  common  to  both, 
and  that  alone  would  be  the  real 
type.  All  what  I  have  faid  here  of 
painting  is  applicable  to  theatrical 
imitation  ;  but  before  we  defcend 
to  this,  let  us  examine  a  little  cloier 
the  imitations  of  the  painter. 

He  does  not  only  coniine  his 
imitations  in  his  pictures  to  the 
images  of  things,  that  is,  the  fen- 
lible  productions  of  nature,  and  the 
works  of  art ;  but  he  does  not  even 
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endeavour  to  give  an  exa<5t  and  tnse 
representation  of  the  object,  but  the 
appearance.  He  paints  it  as  it  feems 
to  be,  and  not  as  it  really  is  ;  he 
paints  it  in  one  fmgle  point  of  view ; 
and  this  point  of  view  being  the 
choice  of  his  own  will,  he  renders, 
according  as  he  pleafes,  the  fame 
object  agreeable,  or  deformed,  to 
the  eyes  of  the  fpe&ator.  Where¬ 
fore  it  does  not  depend  upon  them 
to  judge  of  the  thing  imitated,  in 
itfelf ;  but  they  are  compelled  to 
judge  of  it  upon  certain  appear¬ 
ances,  and  as  it  pleafes  the  imita¬ 
tor  ;  they  often  judge  by  mere 
habit,  and  there  are  arbiters  even 
in  imitation  *. 


*  Experience  evinces  that  the  fineft  harmony  does  not  flatter  an  ear  that  is 
not  prepofleffed  in  its  favour;  that  nothing  but  cuftom  renders  concord  agree¬ 
able,  and  makes  us  diftinguifh  it  from  the  mod  diffonant  intervals.  As  to  the 
firnplicity  of  the  connection,  upon  which  it  has  been  endeavoured  to  lay  the  ba¬ 
lls  of  the  p]  eafure  of  harmony,  I  have  fet  forth  in  the  Encyclopedise,  under  the 
word  Conformance,  that  this  principle  is  not  to  be  maintained,  and  I  think  it  is 
eafy  to  prove  a)!  our  harmony  is  a  barbarous,  gothic  invention,  which  has,  only 
by  the  extent  of  time,  become  an  imitative  art.  A  ftudious  magiftrate,  who  at 
his  leifure  hours,  inftead  of  going  to  hear  mufic,  amufes  himfelf  to  fathom  its 
fyftems,  has  difcovered  that  the  fimiiitude  of  a  fifth  is  only  as  two  to  three  by 
approximation,  and  that  this  fimiiitude  is  ftriclly  incommenfurable.  No  one  at 
lead  can  deny  its  being  fo  upon  our  harpfichords,  by  virtue  of  the  modification, 
whicn  does  not  prevent  thefe  fifths,  thus  modified,  to  appear  agreeable  to  us. 
Now,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  where  is  the  firnplicity  of  the  connexion  which  Ihould  ren¬ 
der  them  fifths  ?  We  are  not  yet  certain  whether  our  fyftem  of  mufic  is  not 
founded  upon  mere  conventions  ;  neither  do  we  know,  whether,  or  not,  the 
principles  are  entirely  arbitrary;  or  whether  another  fyftem,  fubftituted  in  its 
place,  would  not  by  cuftom  equally  pleafe  us.  This  queftion  is  difcufted  in  ano¬ 
ther  place.  By  a  pretty  natural  analogy,  thefe  reflections  might  excite  others 
upon  the  fubjeCt  of  painting,  as  the  ftyle  of  a  picture,  the  agreement  of  colours, 
certain  parts  of  the  defign,  which  are  more  arbitrary  than  is  generally  believed, 
and  where  imitation  itfelf  muft  fubmit  to  the  rules  of  convention.  Why  dare 
not  painters  attempt  feme  new  imitations,  which  have  nothing  againft  them  but 
their  novelty,  and  which,  on  the  other  hand,  feem  to  fpring  from  the  art  ?  For 
example,  it  is  only  a  play  for  them  to  make  a  plain  furface  appear  in  relief;  how 
comes  it  then  that  none  amongft  them  have  endeavoured  to  give  the  appearance 
of  a  plain  furface  to  a  relief?  If  they  make  a  flat  ceiling  appear  vaulted,  why 
do  not  they  make  a  vaulted  one  appear  flat  ?  fhades,  they  will  fay,  change  ap-v 
pearances,  at  various  points  of  view,  which  is  not  the  cafe  with  plain  fur  faces  t 
Let  us  remove  this  difficulty,  and  defire  a  painter  to  paint  and  colour  a  ftatue 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  appear  flat,  even,  and  of  the  fame  colour,  without  any  de¬ 
fign,  in  only  one  light,  and  a  fingle  point  of  view.  Thefe  obfervations  would 
not,  perhaps,  be  unworthy  the  confideiation  of  the  enlightened  virtuofo,  who 
has  reafoned  fo  well  upon  the  art. 


The 
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The  art  of  reprefenting  objeCts 
is  very  different  from  that  of  mak¬ 
ing  them  known.  The  fir  A  pleafes 
without  inAruCting;  the  latter  in- 
ftruCts  without  pleafing.  The  art i ft 
who  draws  a  plan  and  takes  exaCt 
dimenfions,  does  nothing  that  is 
very  agreeable  to  the  fight  ;  where¬ 
fore  h.s  work  is  fought  for  only  by 
ar tilts :  but  he  who  traces  a  per¬ 
spective,  hatters  the  multitude  and 
the  ignorant,  becaufe  he  teaches 
them  nothing,  and  offers  them  only 
the  appearance  of  what  they  knew 
before.  Add  to  this,  that  menfu- 
ration  fupplying  us  with  fucceffive 
dimenfions,  gradually  teaches  us 
the  truth  of  things  ;  whereas  ap¬ 
pearance  prefents  us  with  all  at 
once,  and  with  the  opinion  of  a 
greater  extent  of  underftanding, 
the  fenfes  are  flattered  by  the  fe- 
duCtion  of  felf-love. 

The  reprefentations  of  the  pain¬ 
ter,  deflitute  of  all  reality,  do  not 
produce  this  appearance,  but  by 
the  affiilance  of  fome  trifling  fli2des, 
and  fome  flight  resemblance,  which 
he  impofes  for  the  thing  itfelf.  If 
there  were  any  mixture  of  truth  in 
his  imitations,  he  fhould  be  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  object  that  he 
imitates  ;  he  fhould  be  a  naturalifl, 
a  workman,  a  phyfician,  before  he 
were  a  painter.  But,  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  the  extent  of  his  art  is 
founded  only  in  his  ignorance,  and 
the  only  reafon  he  paints,  is,  be¬ 
caufe  he  has  no  occafion  for  any 
knowledge.  When  he  offers  us  a 
meditating  philofopher,  an  aftro- 
nomer  Audying  the  planets,  a  ge¬ 
ometrician  drawing  fe&ions  ;  a 
turner  at  work ;  does  he  thereby 
know  how  to  work,  to  calculate, 
to  meditate,  to  obferve  the  planets  ? 
not  in  the  lead ;  he  only  knows 
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how  to  paint.  Incapable  of  giving 
a  reafon  for  any  of  the  things  that 
are  in  his  picture,  he  doubly  im- 
pofes  upon  us  by  his  imitations,  as 
well  in  offering  us  a  vague  and 
fictitious  appearance,  the  fault  of 
which,  neither  he  nor  we  can  dif- 
tinguifh,  as  by  u fin g  falfe  meafures 
to  produce  this  appearance  ;  that 
is  to  fay,  by  changing  all  the  real 
dimenfions  according  to  the  laws 
of  perfpeCtive;  fo  that  if  the  fenfes 
of  the  fpeCtator  are  not  deceived, 
but  view  the  picture  as  it  really  is, 
he  will  be  impofed  upon,  as  to  the 
appearance  of  things  reprefented, 
or  elfe  will  find  them  all  fictitious. 
The  illufion  will  neverthelefs  be 
fuch,  that  fools  and  children  will 
be  impofed  upon,  and  fancy  they 
fee  objeCts  which  the  painter  him- 
felf  is  unacquainted  with,  and 
workmen  whole  art  he  knows  no¬ 
thing  of. 

Let  us  from  this  example  fufpeCt: 
thofe  people  who  are  fo  univerfal, 
who  are  proficients  in  every  art, 
adepts  in  every  fcience,  who  know 
every  thing,  reafon  upon  every 
thing,  and  feem  to  unite  in  them- 
felves  alone  the  talents  of  all  man¬ 
kind.  If  any  one  fhould  tell  us 
he  is  acquainted  with  fuch  a  won¬ 
derful  man,  aflure  him,  without 
hefuation,  that  he  is  the  dupe  to 
the  impofitions  of  a  quack,  and 
that  all  the  knowledge  of  this  great 
philofopher,  hath  no  other  founda¬ 
tion  than  the  ignorance  of  his  ad¬ 
mirers,  who  cannot  diflinguifh  er¬ 
ror  from  truth,  nor  imitation  from 
the  thing  imitated. 

This  leads  us  to  an  examination, 
of  tragic  writers  ;  and  Homer, 
their  chief.  For  feveral  aver,  that 
a  tragic  poet  fhould  know  every 
thing  ;  that  he  Ihould  have  fathom- 
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ed  the  depths  of  virtue  and  vice, 
policy  and  morality,  laws  both  di¬ 
vine  and  human,  and  that  he 
fhould  have  a  knowledge  of  every 
thing  that  he  introduces,  or  elfe  he 
will  never  produce  any  thing  that 
is  good.  Let  us  then  enquire  whe¬ 
ther  thofe  who  raife  poetry  to  this 
point  of  fublimity,  are  not  them- 
felves  impofed  upon  by  the  imita¬ 
tive  poets  *  ;  whether  their  admi¬ 
ration  for  thefe  immortal  works  do 
not  prevent  their  feeing  how  didant 
they  are  from  truth,  and  being 
fenfible  that  they  are  colours  with¬ 
out  confidency,  mere  phantoms 
and  fhadows,  and  that  to  delineate 
fuch  images,  nothing  is  lefs  necef- 
fary  than  the  knowledge  of  truth  ; 
or  if  there  be  indeed  any  real  utility 
in  all  this,  or  if  the  poets  in  effedt 
know  that  multiplicity  of  things, 
of  which  the  vulgar  fancy  they 
fpeak  fo  well. 

Tell  me,  my  friends,  if  any 
one  had  this  choice,  to  poffefs  his 
midrefs’s  pi&ure  or  the  original, 
which  do  you  think  he  would  pre¬ 
fer  ?  if  an  artid  could  equally  pro¬ 
duce  the  thing  imitated,  or  its 
likenefs,  would  he  chufe  the  latter 
in  objedis  of  any  price  ;  and  would 
lie  content  himfelf  with  the  pidture 
of  a  houfe,  when  he  could  actually 
condrudl  himfelf  a  real  one  ?  If 
then  the  tragic  poet  was  really 
acquainted  with  thofe  things  he 
pretends  to  paint,  if  he  had  the 
qualities  he  defcribes,  if  he  knew 
himfelf  how  to  do  what  he  makes 
the  dramatis  perfonse  perform, 
would  he  not  exercife  their  talents  ? 
would  he  not  practife  their  virtues  ? 
would  he  not  fooner  eredt  monu- 
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ments  to  his  own  glory  than  theirs  f 
and  would  he  not  rather  chufe  to 
perform  himfelf  worthy  a&ions, 
than  to  confine  himfelf  to  the  praife 
of  others  ?  certainly  his  merit  in 
this  cafe  would  be  quite  different ; 
there  is  no  reafon  to  be  afii'gned 
why  having  the  power  to  do  the 
mod,  he  fhould  do  the  lead.  But 
what  mud  we  think  of  him  who 
would  teach  us,  what  he  could  not 
himfelf  learn  ?  and  who  would 
laugh  to  fee  a  group  of  ideots 
go  to  admire  all  the  fprings  of  po¬ 
licy,  and  the  human  heart  brought 
into  play  by  a  rattle  twenty  years 
of  age,  to  whom  the  mod  fenfe- 
lefs  of  the  audience  would  not 
trud  with  the  lead  part  of  their 
bu  fi nefs  ? 

Let  us  lay  afide  what  relates  to 
talents  and  arts.  When  Homer 
talks  fo  well  of  the  knowledge  of 
Machaon,  do  not  call  him  to  ac¬ 
count  for  his  own  about  the  fame 
matters.  Let  us  not  defire  to  know 
the  patients  he  has  cured,  the 
pupils  he  has  trained  to  phyfic, 
his  maderpieces  of  engraving  and 
chafing,  the  workmen  he  has  form¬ 
ed,  or  the  monuments  of  his  in- 
dudry.  Let  us  fufFer  him  to  teach 
us  all  this,  without  knowing  whe¬ 
ther  he  is  himfelf  inftrudled  in  it. 
But  when  he  enter-tains  us  with 
wars,  government,  laws,  fciences, 
which  require  the  greated  length 
of  dudy,  and  which  are  the  mod 
immediately  connected  with  the 
happinefs  of  man,  dare  we  inter¬ 
rupt  him  a  moment  thus  to  inter¬ 
rogate  him  ?  oh  divine  Homer  !  we 
admire  your  ieflbns  ;  and  fhall  not 
hefitate  to  follow  them,  as  foon  as 


*  It  was  the  common  opinion  of  the  ancients,  that  all  the  tragic  writers  were 
only  the  copyids,  and  the  imitators  of  Homer.  Some  one  laid  of  the  tragedies 
of  Euripides  :  thefe  are  the  fragments  of  Homer’s  repad,  which  are  carried  home 
by  a  gued. 
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we  fee  how  you  yourfelf  praflifed 
them  :  if  you  be  really  what  you 
take  fo  much  pains  to  appear  ;  if 
your  imitations  do  not  hold  the 
third  rank,  but  the  fecond  after 
truth,  let  us  fee  in  yourfelf  the 
model  which  you  depi£t  in  your 
works  ;  Ihew  us  the  captain,  the 
legislator,  the  fage,  whofe  portraits 
you  fo  boldly  difplay  to  us.  Greece 
and  all  the  world  celebrate  the 
good  actions  of  great  men  who 
polfelfed  thofe  fublime  arts,  whofe 
precepts  colt  you  fo  little.  Ly- 
curgus  gave  laws  to  Sparta,  Cha- 
rondas  to  Sicily  and  Italy,  Minos 
to  Crete,  Solon  to  us.  Is  the 
objeft  the  duties  of  life,  the  wife 
government  of  the  houfe,  the  con¬ 
duct  of  a  citizen  in  every  Itation. 
Thales  of  Miletta,  and  the  Scv- 
thian  Anacharfis  furnilhed  at  once 
precepts  and  examples.  Are  thefe 
-fame  duties  to  be  taught  to  others, 
and  philofophers  and  fages  to  be 
inftituted  who  pradtife  what  they 
have  been  taught  ?  this  was  the 
talk  of  Zoroalier  to  the  Magii, 
Pythagoras  to  his  difciples,  Ly- 
curgus  to  his  fellow-citizens.  Eut 
you,  Homer,  if  it  be  true,  that 
you  have  excelled  in  fo  many  parts ; 
if  it  be  true  that  you  can  inftrudt 
men  and  render  them  better  ;  if  it 
be  true  that  you  unite  knowledge 
with  imitation,  and  learning  to 
words  ;  let  us  fee  thofe  works  that 
evince  your  abilities,  the  Hates 
that  you  have  inftituted,  the  vir¬ 
tues  which  do  you  honour,  the 
battles  you  have  gained,  the  riches 
that  you  have  acquired.  How 
comes  it  that  you  have  not  fecured 
crowds  of  friends,  that  you  have 
Vcl.  X. 

*  Plato  does  not  fay  that  a  man  who 
lucrative  matters,  cannot,  by  the  fale  o: 
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not  been  beloved  and  honoured  by 
all  the  world?  how  could  it  happen 
that  you  attracted  none  but  the 
ftngie  Cleophiiu6  ?  and  even  here 
you  only  nourifhed  ingratitude. 
What !  a  Protagoras  of  'Abdera,  a 
Prodicee  of  Chio,  without  iftuing 
from  a  private  ftmple  life,  to  con¬ 
vene  their  cotemporaries  around 
them,  to  perfuade  them  to  learn 
from  them  alone  the  art  of  govern¬ 
ing  their  country,  their  families, 
and  themfelves  ;  and  yet  fuch  won¬ 
derful  men  as  a  Keftod,  and  a 
Homer,  who  knew  everv  thing-, 
who  could  teach  every  thing  to  men 
of  their  time,  to  be  fo  negledled 
by  them  as  to  wander  and  beg 
throughout  the  univerfe,  chanting 
their  verfes  from  city  to  city  like 
vile  ballad-fingers  !  In  thofe  bar¬ 
barous  ages,  when  the  prelfure  of 
ignorance  began  to  be  felt,  when 
the  want  and  avidity  of  knowledge 
concurred  to  render  every  man  a 
little  more  enlightened  than  others, 
ufeful  and  refpeclable  ;  if  thefe 
had  been  as  learned  as  they  ap¬ 
peared  to  be,  if  they  had  poftefled 
all  the  qualities  which  they  fo 
pompoufty  blazoned,  they  would 
have  palled  for  prodigies  ;  they 
would  have  been  fought  for  by 
every  one;  all  would  have  eagerly 
pu Pned  forward  to  have  feen  them, 
to  poftefs,  to  keep  them  and  difplay 
their  hofpitality  towards  them  and 
thofe  who  could  not  have  fixed 
their  refidence  with  them,  would 
ra-ther  have  followed  them  all  over 
the  earth,  than  to  have  loft  fo  fcarce 
an  opportunity  to  be  inftru&ed,  and 
become  fuch  heroes  &s  thofe  they 
admired 

N  Let 

is  ftudious  of  his  intereft  and  verfed  in 
poetry  or  other  means,  obtain  a  great 
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Let  us  then  agree  that  all  poets, 
to  begin  by  Homer,  do  not  repre- 
fent  us  in  their  pictures  the  model 
of  virtuous  talents,  and  the  quali¬ 
ties  of  the  foul,  nor  the  other 
objeds  of  the  underAanding  and 
fenfes  which  they  have  not  in 
themfelves,  but  the  images  of  all 
thefe  objeds  drawn  from  foreign 
objeds,  and  that  they  do  not  ap¬ 
proach  nearer  to  truth  in  this, 
when  they  offer  us  the  features  of 
a  hero  or  a  captain,  than  a  painter 
who,  depiding  a  geometrician  or 
a  workman,  who  does  not  confider 
the  art,  which  he  is  entirely  unac¬ 
quainted  with,  but  only  the  colours 
and  figure.  Thus  are  names  and 
words  ill u five  to  thofe,  who,  fen- 
fible  of  rhyme  and  harmony,  let 
themfelves  be  charmed  by  the  en¬ 
chanting  art  of  poetry,  and  yield¬ 
ing  to  fedudion  by  the  attradion 
of  pleafure,  infomuch  that  they 
take  the  images  of  objeds  that  are 
unkhown,  both  by  them  and  their 
authors,  for  the  objeds  themfelves, 
and  fearful  of  being  difabufed  of 
an  error  which  flatters  them,  either 
by  injpofing  upon  their  ignorance, 
or  by  thofe  agreeable  fenfatioris 
with  which  this  error  is  accompa¬ 
nied. 

In  effed,  dive  A  the  moA  brilliant 
of  thefe  pidures  of  the  charms  of 
verfe  and  the  foreign  ornaments 
which  embellifli  them  ;  Arlp  them 
of  the  colouring  of  poetry  and 
Ayle,  and  leave  nothing  but  the 
defign,  and  with  difficulty  you  will 
remember  it,  or  if  it  can  be  reccl- 
leded,  it  will  no  longer  pleafe, 
refembling  thofe  children  rather 
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pretty  than  hand  Tome,  who  embel- 
lithed  with  nothing  but  the  flower 
of  youth,  lofe  with  it  all  their 
graces,  without  having  loA  any  of 
their  features. 

Not  only  the  imitator  or  author 
of  reprelentation  is  unacquainted 
with  any  thing  but  the  appearance 
of  the  thing  imitated  ;  but  a  real 
knowledge  of  this  thing  does  not 
belong  even  to  him  who  made  it. 
I  fee  in  this  pidure  thofe  horfes 
which  drew  Hedor’s  car  ;  thefe 
horfes  have  harneffes,  bits  and 
reins  ;  the  fflverfmith,  the  black- 
fmith,  the  fadler,  produced  thefe 
different  things,  the  painter  has  re- 
prefented  them  ;  but,  neither  the 
workman  who  is  acquainted  with 
them,  nor  the  painter  who'  deli¬ 
neates  them,  knows  what  they 
fhould  be  ;  it  is  the  equerry  or  their 
leader  who  determines  their  form 
by  their  ufe  ;  it  is  he  alone  that 
can  judge  whether  they  are  good 
or  bad,  and  is  able  to  corred  their 
faults.  Thus,  in  every  pcfli ble  in- 
ffrument,  there  are  three  pradical 
objeds  to  be  conffdered,  namely 
the  ufe,  the  conffrudion,  and  the 
imitation.  Thefe  two  latter  arts 
evidently  depend  upon  the  ArA, 
and  there  is  nothing  imitable  in 
nature,  to  which  the  fame  diAinc- 
tions  are  not  applicable. 

If  the  utility,  goodnefs,  and 
beauty  of  an  inArument,  an  animal, 
or  an  adion,  relate  to  the  ufe  that 
may  be  derived  from  it  ;  if  it 
belong  only  to  him  who  fets  it  in 
motion  to  give  its  model,  and  to 
judge  if  this  model  be  faithfully 
executed  ;  the  imitator  is  f©  far 


fortune.  But  there  is  a  great  difference  between  enriching  onefelf  and  becoming 
illufhious  by  the  trade  ot  a  poet,  and  the  enriching  onefelf  and  being  iiluArious 
by  the  talents  which  the  poet  pretends  to  teach.  It  is  true,  that  we  might  in- 
fiance  to  Plato  the  example  of  Tint  us  *,  but  he  acquitted  himfeif  with  diftinc- 
don,  and  was  rather  conffdered  as  an  orator  than  a  poet,  ( 
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from,  being  capable  of  pronounc¬ 
ing  upon  the  qualities  of  the 
things  that  he  imitates,  that  this 
deciiion  does  not  even  belong  to 
him  who  made  them.  The  imi¬ 
tator  follows  the  workman  whole 
work  he  copies,  the  workman 
follows  the  artifi  who  knew  how  to 
apply  the  object  which  he  alone  can 
appreciate  as  well  as  its  imitation. 
This  confirms,  that  the  pictures  of 
poets  and  painters  hold  only  the 
third  rank  after  the  firlt  model,  or 
truth.  x 

But  the  poet  who  has  no  other 
judges  than  an  ignorant  people 
whom  he  endeavours  to  pleafe, 
how  will  he  not  disfigure  the  ob¬ 
jects  he  reprefents  to  flatter  them  ? 
He  will  imitate  that  which  appears 
fine  to  the  multitude,  without 
being  folicitous  whether  it  is  fo  in 
reality.  If  he  defpifes  valour,  will 
he  have  an  Achilles  for  his  judge  ? 
If  he  paints  artifice,  will  he  have 
an  Ulyffes  to  reprehend  him? 
Quite  the  contrary  :  Achilles 
and  UlyfTes  will  be  his  perfon- 
ages  :  Therfites  and  Dolon  his 
fpedlators. 

To  this  you  will  objeft,  that 
the  philofopher  is  himfelf  equally 
ignorant  of  many  of  thofe  arts 
upon  which  he  fpeaks,  and  that 
he  frequently  extends  his  ideas  as 
far  as  the  poet  doth  his  images.  I 
agree  :  but  the  philofopher  doth 
not  pretend  to  be  acquainted  with 
truth,  he  is  only  in  fearch  of  it : 
he  examines,  he  difeufies,  he  ex¬ 
tends  our  views,  he  even  infiructs 
us  whilft  he  deceives  himfelf ;  he 
propofes  his  doubts  as  doubts,  his 
conjectures  as  conjectures,  and  af¬ 
firms  nothing  but  what  he  knows. 
The'  philofopher  who  reafons, 
fubmits  his  reafons  to  our  judg¬ 
ment  ;  the  poet,  ,or  imitator, 
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arrogates  to  himfelf  the  province 
of  a  judge.  In  offering  us  his 
images,  he  affirms  that  they  are 
conformable  to  truth  ;  he  is,  there¬ 
fore,  obliged  to  be  acquainted 
with  it,  if  his  art  have  any  reali¬ 
ty  ;  in  depicting  every  thing,  he 
lays  claim  to  a  knowledge  of  every 
thing.  The  poet  is  the  painter 
whodifplays  the  image  ;  the  philo¬ 
fopher  is  the  architect  who  draws 
the  plan  ;  the  one  dare  not  even 
approach  the  objeCt  to  delineate  it, 
the  other  meafures  it  before  he 
chalks  it  out. 

But  that  we  may  not  be  de¬ 
ceived  by  analogical  errors,  let 
us  endeavour  more  diftindlly  to 
difeover  with  what  part,  what 
faculty  of  our  foul  poetical  imi¬ 
tations  have  any  affinity  5  and  let 
us  previoufly  confider  whence  ari- 
fes  the  lllufion  of  thofe  of  the 
painter.  The  fame  bodies  feen  at 
various  difiances  do  not  appear  of 
the  fame  fize,  nor  their  figures 
equally  feniible,  nor  their  colours 
glowing  with  the  fame  vivacity. 
When  feen  in  water  they  change 
their  appearance  :  that  which  was 
firaight  appears  to  be  broken  ;  the 
objeCt  feems  to  flow  as  with  the 
wave  ;  all  the  conformity  of  parts 
is  altered  when  feen  through  a 
fpherical  or  hollow  glafs  ;  with 
the  affiftance  of  light  and  fhade,  a 
plain  furface  is  either  rendered 
convex  or  concave  at  the  will  of 
the  painter  ;  his  pencil  penetrates 
as  deep  as  the  chifiel  of  the  fculp- 
tor  ;  and  in  thofe  reliefs  which 
he  knows  how  to  delineate  upon 
canvafs,  the  touch,  deceived  by 
the  fight,  leaves  us  doubtful  by 
which  we  are  to  determine.  All 
thefe  errors  are,  doubtl  fs ,  in  the 
precipitate  judgments  of  the  mind. 
It  is  the  weaknefs  of  the  human 
M  2  under- 
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underflanding,  ever  urged  tojudge 
without  knowledge,  that  lays  us 
open  to  all  thofe  magical  decep¬ 
tions,  whereby  optics  and  mecha¬ 
nics  abufe  our  femes.  We  con¬ 
clude  folely  by  appearance,  from 
what  we  know,  upon  what  we  do 
not  know  ;  and  our  erroneous  con- 
clufions  are  the  fource  of  infinite 
illufions 

What  means  are  there  to  obvi¬ 
ate  thefe  errors  ?  difquifition  and 
analyfis,  fufpenfion  of  judgment, 
the  art  of  menfuration,  weighing, 
calculating,  are  the  aids  furnifhed 
to  irian  to  verify  the  reports  of  the 
feni'es,  that  he  may  not  judge  of 
what  is  great  or  little,  fpherical 
or  cubical,  rare  or  compaCt,  dif- 
tant  or  near,  by  what  appears  fo 
to  be,  but  by  what  numbers,  mea- 
fure,  and  weight,  afcertain  to 
be  fuch.  Comparifon,  judgment, 
the  affinity  diicovered  by  thefe 
various  operations,  incontedably 
belong  to  the  reafoning  faculty, 
and  this  judgment  is  often  contra¬ 
dictory,  with  what  the  appearance 
of  things  would  induce  us  to  con¬ 
clude.  We  have  already  feen  that 
the  fame  faculty  of  the  foul  can¬ 
not  adduce  contrary  conclufions 
from  the  fame  things,  conftdered 
in  the  fame  light.  Hence  it  fol¬ 
lows  that  it  is  not  the  molt  noble 
of  our  faculties,  namely  reafon, 
but  a  different  and  inferior  faculty, 
which  judges  according  to  ap¬ 
pearance,  and  yields  to  the  charm 
of  imitation.  This  is  what  l 
meant  before  to  exprefs,  by  faying 
that  painting,  and  in  general  the 
imitative  arts,  exerted  their  influ¬ 
ence  very  diflant  from  truth,  and 
by  uniting  with  a  part  of  our 
foul,  deditute  of  prudence  and 
reafon,  and  incapable  of  itfelf,  of 
having  any  knowledge  of  realities 
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and  truth.  Thus  the  art  of  imi¬ 
tation,  vile  in  its  nature,  and  from 
the  faculty  of  the  foul  upon  which 
it  actuates,  mud  neceffarily  like- 
^wife  be  fo  by  its  productions ;  at 
lead  with  regard  to  the  mate¬ 
rial  fenfe,  which  makes  us  judge 
of  a  painter’s  pictures.  Let  us 
now  confider  the  fame  art  di¬ 
rectly  applied  by  the  imitations  of 
the  poet  to  the  internal  fenfe,  that 
is,  underdanding. 

The  feene  reprefents  men  act¬ 
ing  voluntarily  or  by  force,  e- 
jteeming  their  actions  good  or 
bad,  according  to  the  advantage 
or  evil  they  expeCt  to  derive  from 
them,  and  who  are  varioufly  af- 
feCted  through  them,  with  pain  or 
pleafure.  Now,  for  the  reafons 
which  have  been  already  affigned, 
it  is  impofilble  that  the  man  thus 
reprefented  fhould  ever  be  con¬ 
fident  with  himfelf ;  and  as  the 
appearance  and  reality  of  fenfi- 
ble  objeCts  excite  in  him  contrary 
opinions,  in  the  fame  manner  he 
edimates  varioufly  the  objects  of 
his  aCtions,  as  they  are  diflant  or 
near,  conformable  or  oppofite  to 
his  pafiions  ;  and  his  judgment, 
equally  mutable  as  them,  incef- 
fantly  renders  his  defires,  his  rea¬ 
fon,  his  will,  and  all  the  powers 
of  his  foul,  in  a  date  of  contra¬ 
diction. 

The  feene  then  reprefents  to 
us  all  men,  and  even  thofe  who 
are  given  to  us  as  models,  other- 
wife  affeCted  than  they  ought  to 
be,  to  fupport  themfeives  in  a  date 
of  moderation  that  is  agreeable  to 
them.  Let  a  wife  and  courageous 
man  lofe  his  fon,  his  friend,  his 
midrefs,  in  a  word,  the  objeft  the 
deareft  to  bis  heart ;  we  dial! 
not  fee  him  give  way  to  exceffive 
and  extravagant  grief ;  andjfhiw 
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roan  frailty  will  not  allow  him  to 
furmount  entirely  his  affliction,  he 
will  at  leaft  affwage  it  by  perfe- 
verance  ;  a  jull  fhame  will  make 
him  conceal  part  of  his  affliction  ; 
and  being  compelled  to  appear  in 
the  world,  he  would  bluffl  to  do 
and  fay  in  the  prefence  of  man-, 
kind  many  things  which  he  fays 
and  does  alone.  Unable  to  be  in 
himfelf  what  he  defjres,  he  en¬ 
deavours  at  leaf!  to  appear  to  o- 
thers  what  he  ought  to  be.  The 
caufes  of  his  trouble  and  agitati¬ 
on  are  grief  and  paffion  ;  what 
curb  and  contain  him,  are  reafon 
and  law ;  and  in  thefe  opposite 
emotions,  his  will  ever  declares 
for  the  latter. 

In  effeCt,  reafon  requires  us  to 
fupport  adverfity  patiently,  that 
its  weight  fhould  not  be  aggra¬ 
vated  by  ufelefs  complaints  ;  that 
human  things  fhould  not  be  eki- 
mated  beyond  their  value  :  that 
we  fhould  not  by  fears  exhauft 
vthofe  powers,  which  fhould  foften 
it ;  and,  in  a  word,  that  we  fhould 
fometimes  confider  it  is  impoffible 
for  a  man  to  forefee  the  future, 
and  to  be  fufficiently  acquainted 
with  himfelf,  to  know  whether 
what  happens  to  him  is  a  good  or 
an  evil. 

In  this  manner  will  a  judicious 
prudent  man  behave,  when  he 
falls  a  prey  to  ill  fortune.  He  will 
even  endeavour  to  turn  his  erodes 
to  account,  as  a  cunning  gamefler 
endeavours  to  benefit  by  a  bad 
hand  that  is  dealt  to  him  ;  and 
without  lamenting  like  a  fallen 
child  who  weeps  upon  the  hone 
he  fell  againil,  he  will  know  how 
to  apply  a  falutary  lancet  to  his 
wound,  and  by  bleeding  cure  it. 
We  muft  fay  therefore  that  con- 
ffancy  and  perfeverance  in  dif- 


grace,  are  the  works  of  reafon  ; 
and  that  mourning,  tears,  defpair, 
and  groans,  belong  to  a  part  of 
the  foul  oppofite  to  the  other  5 
that  this  part  is  more  debilitated 
dallardly,  and  greatly  inferior  in 
dignity  to  the  other. 

Now  it  is  from  this  fenhble 
weak  part  that  the  affeCling  and 
variegated  imitations,  which  we 
fee  upon  the  ftage,  are  derived. 
The  refolute,  prudent,  and  con¬ 
fident  man  is  not  fo  eafily  imitat¬ 
ed  ;  and  if  he  were,  the  imita¬ 
tion  being  lefs  variegated,  it 
would  not  be  fo  agreeable  to  the 
vulgar  :  they  would  be  but  little 
interefled  at  an  image,  which  did 
not  refemble  their  own,  wherein 
they  could  difeover  neither  their 
manners  nor  paffions :  the  human 
heart  being  never  flruck  with  ob¬ 
jects  that  are  entirely  foreign  to  it. 
Wherefore  the  judicious  poet,  and 
the  painter  who  has  difeovered  the 
art  of  fucceeding,  by  endeavour¬ 
ing  to  pieafe  the  people  and  the 
vulgar  part  of  mankind,  takes 
care  not  to  offer  them  the  fublime 
image  of  a  heart,  which  is  en¬ 
tirely  maker  ofitfelf,  which  likens 
only  to  the  voice  of  wifdom  ;  but 
he  charms  the  fpeClators  by  cha¬ 
racters  that  are  ever  inconfikent, 
who  will  and  will  not,  who  make 
the  theatre  echo  with  cries  and 
groans,  who  compel  us  to  pity 
them,  even  when  they  do  their 
duty,  and  think  that  virtue  is  a 
fhocking  thing,  as  it  renders  its 
votaries  fo  miferable.  By  thefe 
means,  eafy  and  variegated  imita¬ 
tions  enable  the  poet  to  move  and 
flatter  kill  more  the  fpeClators. 

This  cukom  of  rendering  thofe 
perfons,  whom  we  are  made  to 
love,  fubmit  to  their  paffions,  al¬ 
ters  and  changes  in  fuch  a  man- 
N  3  ner 
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Tier  our  judgment  upon  laudable 
things,  that  we  habituate  ourfelves 
to  honour  a  weaknefs  of  foul  with 
the  name  of  fenfibility,  and  treat 
thofe  as  obdurate  men  devoid  of 
fentiment  in  whom  rigid  duty  con- 
flan  tly  furmounts  natural  afi ca¬ 
tions.  On  the  contrary,  we  treat 
thofe  as  amiable  characters,  who 
are  lively  affected  at  every  thing, 
and  are  the  perpetual  plaything  of 
events:  thofe  who  weep  like  wo¬ 
men  for  the  lofs  of  what  was  dear 
to  them  ;  thofe  who,  through  an 
inordinate  friendihip,  are  unjuft: 
to  ferve  their  friends  ;  thofe  who 
are  ignorant  of  any  other  rule  but 
the  blind  difpofition  of  their  heart  ; 
thofe  who  are  always  praifing  the 
fex  who  conquer  them,  aid  whom 
they  imitate  ;  thofe  who  poflefs 
no  other  virtues  than  their  paf- 
fions,  nor  any  other  merit  than 
their  weaknefs.  Thus  equanimity, 
ffrength,  conflancy,  the  love  of 
juftice,  the  empire  of  reafon .  in¬ 
fen  fibjy  become  deleft  able  quali¬ 
ties,  vices  which  are  decried  ;  men 
make  themfelves  honoured,  for 
what  renders  them  worthy  of  con¬ 
tempt  ;  and,  this  fubverfion  of 
found  judgment  is  the  inevitable 
confequence  of  thofe  leffons  which 
are  received  at  the  theatre. 

It  is  therefore  with  reafon  that 
we  blame  the  imitations  of  the 
poet,  and  place  them  in  the  fame 
rank  as  thofe  of  the  painter,  as 
well  on  account  of  their  being  e- 
qually  diflant  from  truth,  as  be- 
caufe  they  both  equally  flatter  the 
fenfible  part  of  the  foul,  and,  neg¬ 
lecting  the  rational,  pervert  the 
order  of  our  faculties,  and  make 
ns  keep  the  belt  in  fubordination 
to  the  world.  He  who,  in  a  re¬ 
public,  fhould  endeavour  to  make 
the  goqd  fubmit  to  the  wicked. 


and  the  lawful  chiefs  to  the  rebels, 
would  be  an  enemy  to  his  coun¬ 
try  and  a  traitor  to  the  flate  ;  yet 
the  imitative  poet  introduces  dif- 
fenfions  and  death  into  the  re¬ 
public  of  the  foul,  by  raifmg  and 
nourifhing  the  vilefl  faculties  at 
the  expence  of  the  noblell  ;  by 
exerting  and  exhaufting  his  pow¬ 
ers  upon  thofe  things  the  leaft 
worthy  of  engaging  them,  by  con- 
founding'  in  vague  fimilitudes  the 
beautiful  truth  wdth  the  trappings 
of  falfehood  which  pleafes  the  mul¬ 
titude,  and  apparent  grandeur  with 
that  which  is  real.  Who  can  ima¬ 
gine  themfelves  poA’effed  of  fuffi- 
ci'ent  virtue  to  withftand  the  poet’s 
fkill,  which  is  exerted  either  to 
corrupt  or  difcourage  them  ? 
When  Homer  or  fome  tragic  au¬ 
thor  difplays  to  us  a  hero  over-, 
whelmed  with  afflictions,  weep¬ 
ing,  lamenting  beating  his  bread  ; 
an  Achilles,  for  infiance,  the  fon 
of  a  goddefs,  at  one  time  liretch- 
ed  upon  the  earth,  and  heap¬ 
ing  the  burning  fand  upon  his 
head;  at  another,  wandering  like 
a  madman  upon  the  0  ore,  and 
blending  his  dreadful  outcries 
with  the  roaring  of  the  waves  ; 
or  a  Priam,  venerable  for  his  dig¬ 
nity,  for  his  great  age,  and  his 
illulirious  progeny,  rolling  in  the 
mire,  clotting  his  wfhite  hairs 
with  dirt,  the  air  echoing  with 
his  imprecations  execrating  alike 
gods  and  men  ;  which  among  us 
can  remain  unmoved,  or  not  feel 
a  fecret  pleafure  in  the  defcrip- 
tion  r  is  not  the  fentiment  repre- 
fenttd  as  it  were  kindled  within 
us  ?  And  do  we  not  ferioufly  ap¬ 
plaud  the  author’s  art,  and  con¬ 
sider  him  as  a  great  poet,  for  the 
expreffion  he  gives  to  his  pictures, 
and  the  affections  he  communi¬ 
cates 
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cates  to  us  ?  Neverthelefs,  when  a 
domeftic  real  calamity  happens  to 
us,  we  pride  ourfelves  upon  bear¬ 
ing  it  with  moderation,  without 
fhedding  tears :  we  confider  the 
courage  which  we  extort  from  our¬ 
felves  as  a  manly  virtue,  and  we 
fhould  think  ourfelves  as  puiilia- 
nimous  as  women,  to  weep  and 
groan  like  thefe  heroes  who  af¬ 
fected  us  upon  the  kage.  Are 
not  thefe  very  ufeful  fpeftacles, 
vvhofe  examples  we  admire,  and 
yet  blulh  to  imitate;  where  we 
interek  ourfelves  for  weakneffes, 
from  which  we  guard  ourfelves 
with  fo  much  difficulty  in  our  own 
misfortunes  ?  The  moll  noble  fa¬ 
culty  of  the  foul,  thus  loling  its 
ufe  and  empire,  habituates  itfelf  to 
fink  beneath  the  law  of  paffions : 
no  longer  reprefles  our  tears  and 
moans  ;  it  gives  us  up  to  our 
tendernefs  for  objects  that  are  fo¬ 
reign  to  us  ;  and,  under  pre« 
tence  of  chimerical  calamities,  fo 
far  from  being  (hocked  at  a  vir¬ 
tuous  man  giving  way  to  exceffive 
grief,  fo  far  from  fuppreffing  our 
applaufe  at  his  abje<H  behaviour, 
we  even  applaud  ourfelves  for 
the  pity  with  which  he  infpires 
us :  it  is  a  pleafure  we  fancy 
we  have  obtained  without  weak- 
nefs,  and  which  we  take  without 
remorfe. 

But  in  letting  ourfelves  be  thus 
conquered  by  the  grief  of  others, 
how  fh all  we  refill:  the  impulfe  of 
cur  own  ;  and  how  (hall  we  more 
courageoufly  fupport  our  own  ills 
than  thole  of  which  we  have 
only  a  trifling  reprefentation  ? 
What,  fhail  our  own  fenfibility  a- 
lone  efcape  us  ?  Who  is  he  that 
will  not  in  adverflty  adopt  thofe 
emotions,  to  which  he  fo  readily 
yields  for  others  ?  Is  there  any 


one  who  can  refufe  his  own  miff 
fortunes  thofe  tears,  which  he  fo 
bountifully  filed  for  a  ilranger  ? 
As  much  may  be  faid  of  comedy, 
of  the  indecent  laughter  which 
it  forces  from  us,  of  the  habit 
which  we  imbibe  of  turning  every 
thing  into  ridicule,  even  the  molt 
ferious  and  graved  objefts  ;  and 
of  the  alrnoll  unavoidable  effeCt 
whereby  it  changes  into  theatrical 
buffoons  and  jelters  the  moil  re- 
fpeftable  citizens.  Equally  may 
we  cenfure  the  love,  the  rage, 
and  all  other  paffions,  which  be¬ 
coming  daily  more  familiar  to  us 
as  amufement  and  pallime,  de¬ 
prive  us  at  length  of  all  power  of 
refilling  them  when  they  really 
affail  us.  In  fine,  let  us  confider 
the  fiage  and  its  imitations  in 
whatever  light  we  may,  we  con- 
Handy  find  that  by  animating  and 
exciting  in  us  thofe  difpofuions 
which  we  fhould  reprefs,  they 
make  that  govern  which  fhould 
obey  ;  and  fo  fat  from  making 
us  better  or  happier,  they  render 
us  worfe  and  kill  more  unhappy, 
and  make  us  purchafe  at  our  own 
expence,  the  attention  we  give  to 
be  pleafed  and  flattered. 

Wherefore,  my  friend  Glaucus, 
when  you  meet  with  enthufiaftical 
admirers  of  Homer;  when  they 
tell  you  that  Homer  is  the  inlli- 
tutor  of  Greece,  and  the  mailer 
of  all  arts ;  that  the  government 
of  dates,  civil  difcipline,  the  e- 
ducation  of  mankind,  and  all  the 
ceconomy  of  human  life,  are 
taught  in  his  writings  ;  honour 
their  zeal  ;  love  and  fupport 
them  like  men  endowed  with  ex¬ 
cellent  qualities  ;  admire  with 
them  the  marvellous  flights  of  this 
great  genius  ;  grant  them  with 
pleafure  that  Homer  is  the  mod 
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excellent  of  all  poets,  the  model 
and  chief  of  all  tragic  writers. 
But  let  us  itill  remember  that 
hymns  in  honour  of  the  gods  and 
the  elogiums  of  great  men,  are 
the  only  kinds  of  poetry  that 
fhould  be  allowed  in  the  republic  ; 
and  that  if  we  once  allov^  this 
imitative  mufe,  who  charms  and 
deceives  us  by  the  foftnefs  of  her 
accents,  the  actions  of  men  will 
no  longer  have  for  their  objeft, 
either  law,  or  any  of  thofe  things 
that  are  eftimable,  but  grief  and 
voluptuoufnefs ;  the  excited  palfi- 
ons  will  prevail  in  (lead  of  reafon  ; 
citizens  will  no  longer  remain 
virtuous  and  juft  men,  ever  in  o- 
bedience  to  duty  and  equity,  but 
fenfual  weak  men,  who  will  con- 
fider  good  and  evil  through  no 
other  medium  than  their  own  de¬ 
fires.  In  a  word,  always  re¬ 
member,  that  in  banifhing  from 
our  fate  dramatic  and  theatrical 
reprefentations,  we  do  not  pur- 
fue  a  barbarous  prejudice;  but 
that  we  give  the  preference  to 
thofe  immortal  beauties  which 
refult  from  the  harmony  of  the 
foul,  and  the  fymmetry  of  the  fa¬ 
culties. 

Let  os  go  hill  farther.  To 
guard  againft  all  partiality,  and 
no  wa y  yield  to  that  ancient  dif- 
eord  which  reigns  between  philo- 
fophers  and  poets,  let  us  take 
nothing  from  poetry  and  imita¬ 
tion  that  may  be  any  way  pleaded 
in  their  defence  ;  nor  from  our- 
felves  thofe  innocent  pleafures 
which  they  may  afford  us.  Let 
us  fo  far  honour  truth  as  to  re- 
fpect  even  its  image,  and  leave 
every  one  at  liberty  to  be  heard, 
who  propofes  increafing  his  fame 
by  her.  In  im poling  filence  up¬ 
on  the  poets,  let  us  allow  their 
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friends  the  privilege  of  defending 
them,  and  to  ihew  us,  if  they  can, 
that  the  art  which  we  condemn 
as  pernicious,  is  not  only  agree¬ 
able  but  ufeful  to  the  republic 
and  citizens.  Let  us  liilen  to 
their  reafons  with  an  impartial 
ear,  and  heartily  agree  that  we 
fh all  ourfelves  be  great  gainers, 
if  they  prove  that  we  may,  with¬ 
out  any  riik,  yield  to  fuch  foft 
impreffions  ;  otherwife,  my  dear 
Glaucus,  like  a  wife  man  ilruck 
with  the  charms  of  his  millrefs, 
finding  his  virtue  ready  to  defert 
him,  break  through  with  regret 
fo  foft  a  chain,  facriiice  love  to 
duty  and  to  reafon  :  thus  freed 
from  our  infancy  of  the  fed ucing 
attractions  of  poetry,  and  though 
perhaps  too  fenfible  of  its  beau¬ 
ties,  we  will,  however,  furnifh 
ourfelves  with  ftrength  and  rea¬ 
fon  againil  its  delufive  influence  : 
if  we  dare  yield  in  any  degree  to 
that  tafte  which  attracts  us,  we 
mu  ft  at  leaft  fear  to  give  way  to 
her  firft  affection  :  we  will  there¬ 
fore  fay  to  ourfelves  that  there  is 
nothing  ferious  or  ufeful  in  dra¬ 
matic  pageantry,  yet  by  liftening 
fometimes  to  poetry,  we  fhall 
fecure  our  hearts  againft  its  illu- 
iions,  as  we  will  not  fuffer  it  to 
diiturb  order  or  liberty,  either  in 
the  interior  republic  of  the  foul, 
or  in  that  of  human  iociety.  The 
alternative  Gf  becoming  better  or 
worfe,  is  not  a  trivial  confidera- 
tion,  for  indeed  it  cannot  be  weigh¬ 
ed  with  too  much  deliberation. 
Oh  !  my  friends,  it  is,  I  muft 
acknowledge,  a  deleCtable  thing 
tp  yield  to  the  charms  of  that  be¬ 
witching  talent  which  leads  to 
riches,  honours,  power,  and  glo¬ 
ry,  but  power,  glory,  riches,  and 
even  pleafures,  are  all  eclipfed 
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and  vanifh  like  a  fhadow,  before 
juffice  and  virtue. 


fhe  attention  of  the  public  having 
been  greatly  excited  by  the  dfco- 
very  jaid  to  have  been  made  by 
the  Dolphin  and  others  of  his  ma- 
jejly's  Jhips ,  of  a  nation  in  South 
America ,  of  a  mofl  extraordinary 
and  gigantic  fisce  ;  and  the  go~ 
vernment  not  having  yet  thought 
proper  to  admit  an  authentic  pub - 
lication  of  thefe  difeoveries ;  vse 
imagine  it  may  not  be  difagre cable 
to  our  readers ,  to  lay  before  them, 
vs  hat  former  travellers  have  re - 
bated  cf  thefe  remarkable  people. 

H  E  S  E  people  are  firft 
J mentioned  in  the  account 
of  a  voyage  for  new  difeoveries, 
undertaken  by  Magellan  in  the 
year  1519.  The  words  in  Har¬ 
ris’s  abridgment  of  this  account 
are  thefe  :  When  they  had  crof¬ 
ted  the  line,  and  the  fouth  pole 
appeared  above  the  horizon,  they 
held  on  their  fouth  courle  and 
came  upon  the  Main  of  Brafil, 
about  that  part  of  it  which  lies 
in  twenty -two  degrees.  They 
obferved  it  to-be  all  one  conti¬ 
nued  trafi  of  land,  higher  from  the 
Cape  St.  Auguftine,  which  is  in 
this  part  of  the  country.  Having 
made  two  degrees  and  an  half  more 
fouth  latitude,  they  fell  in  with 
a  country  inhabited  by  a  wild  fort 
of  people :  They  were  of  a  pro¬ 
digious  flature,  fierce  and  barba¬ 
rous,  made  a  horrible  roaring  noife, 
more  like  bulls  than  human  crea¬ 
tures  ;  and  yet  with  all  that  migh¬ 
ty  bulk  were  fo  nimble  and  light 
of  foot  that  none  of  the  Spaniards 
or  Portuguefe  could  overtake 
them.’* 


By  this  account  giants  appear  to 
have  been  found  in  lat  24I  fouth  ; 
but  upon  referring  to  the  map,  the 
account  appears  to  be  erroneous, 
for  Cape  St.  Augufline,  which  is 
faid  to  be  in  latitude  22,  appears 
to  be  in  latitude  10;  fo  that  it  is 
doubtful  whether  the  giants  were 
found  in  latitude  I2f-,  or  24F  If 
they  were  difeovered  after  failing 
two  degrees  and  an  half  fouth  from 
St.  Auguffine,  they  were  found  in 
I2§,  if  after  failing  two  degrees 
and  an  half  fouth,  from  that  part 
of  the  Maim  of  Brafil,  which  lies 
in  22,  they  were  found  in  24.  and 
an  half.  Such  is  the  accuracy  of 
Harris.  The  account,  however, 
goes  on. 

“  The  next  advance  was  to  49 
degrees  and  an  half  fouth  latitude ; 
here  they  were  fhut  up  by  hard 
weather,  and  forced  to  take  up 
their  winter  quarters  for  no  lefs 
than  five  months.  They  for  a 
long  time  believed  the  country  to 
be  uninhabited,  but  at  length  a 
favage  of  the  neighbouring  parts 
came  up  to  give  them  a  vifit;  he 
was  a  brifk  jolly  fellow,  merrily 
difpofed,  fmging  and  dancing  all 
the  way  he  came  ;  being  got  to 
the  haven,  he  flood  there,  and 
threw  duff  upon  his  head,  upon 
which  fome  people  went  afhore  to 
him,  who  alfo  throwing  duff  upon 
their  head,  he  came  with  them  to 
the  fhip  without  fear  or  fufpicion. 
The  head  of  one  of  Magellan’s 
middleTizea  men  reached  but  to 
his  waift,  and  he  was  proportion- 
ably  big;  his  body  was  formidably 
painted  all  over,  efpecially  his 
face.  A  flag’s  horn  was  drawn 
upon  each  cheek,  and  great  red 
circles  round  his  eyes ;  his  colours 
were  otherwife  moftly  yellow,  only 
his  hair  was  white.  For  his 
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apparel,  he  had  the  fkin  of  a  beaft 
clumfily  fowed  together,  but  a 
beaft  as  lirange  as  that  was  that 
wore  it  ;  every  way  unaccount¬ 
able,  neither  mule,  horfe,  nor 
camel,  but  home  thing  of  every 
one,  the  ears  of  the  firft,  the  tail 
of  the  fecond,  and  the  fhape  and 
body  of  the  la  it  ;  it  was  one  en¬ 
tire  fuit,  all  of  one  piece  from 
head  to  foot ;  as  his  "bread;  and 
back  were  covered  with  it  above, 
io  his  legs  and  feet  were  wrapped 
up  in  it  below.  The  arms  that  he 
brought  with  him  were  a  ftout  bow 
and  arrow :  The  firings  of  the 
bow  was  a  gut  or  finew  of  the 
bead  whofe  fkin  covered  him,  and 
the  arrows  were  tipped  with  fharp 
flones. 

Magellan,  the  admiral,  made 
Jiim  eat  and  drink,  and  lie  enjoyed 
himfelf  very  comfortably  till  he 
happened  to  peep  into  a  looking- 
glafs  that  was  given  him  among 
other  trifles :  This  put  him  into  a 
fright  from,  which  he  could  not  ea- 
hly  recover,  fo  that  darting  back 
with  violence,  he  threw  two  of  the 
men  who  flood  by  him  to  the 
ground.  This  giant,  however, 
fared  fo  well,  notwithftanding  his 
.fright  by  the  looking-glafs,  that 
the  Spaniards  had  quickly  the 
company  of  more  ;  one  in  par¬ 
ticular  made  himfelf  mighty  fami¬ 
liar,  and  fliewed  fo  much  pleasant¬ 
ry  and  good  humour  that  the  Eu¬ 
ropeans  were  greatly  pleafed  with 
his  company. 

Magellan  was  deiirous  of  mak¬ 
ing  feme  of  thefe  gigantic  people 
pn loners,  and  with  this  view  his 
crew  filled  their  hands  with  toys 
and  little  things  that  pleafed  them  ; 
and  in  the  mean  time  put  iron 
fhackles  upon  their  legs $  at  firft 
they  thought  them  hue  play-things 
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as  well  as  the  reft,  and  were  pleaf-v 
ed  with  their  gingling  found ; 
but,  when  they  found  themfelves 
hampered  and  betrayed,  they  im¬ 
plored  the  aid  of  fome  fuperior 
and  inviftble  being,  by  the  name 
of  Setebos  ;  upon  this  occafton 
their  llrength  appeared  to  be  pro¬ 
portionable  to  their  bulk,  for  one 
of  them  defeated  the  utmoft  ef¬ 
forts  of  nine  men,  and  though  they 
had  him  down,  and  tied  his  hands 
tightly,  yet  he  freed  himfelf  from 
his  bonds,  and  got  loofe,  in  fpite 
of  all  their  endeavours  to  detain 
him.  Their  appetite  is  alfo  in 
proportion  to  their  ftrength  ;  the 
admiral  gave  them  the  name  of 
Paragons,  and  took  notice  of  the 
following  words  ;  bread,  capar  5 
water,  oli  %  black,  arnel ;  red, 
cheiche  ;  red  cloth,  cheYecai.  They 
tie  up  their  hair,  though  it  is  fhort, 
with  a  cotton  lace.  They  have 
no  fixed  habitations,  but  certain 
moveable  cottages,  which  they 
carry  from  place  to  place  as  their 
fancy  leads  them  ;  thefe  cottages 
are  covered  with  the  fame  fkin  that 
covers  their  bodies.  A  certain  fweet 
root,  which  they  call  by  the  name 
they  give  to  bread,  capar ,  is  a 
coniiderable  part  of  their  food  ; 
what  fleih  they  eat  is  devoured 
raw. 

They  praftife  phyftc  but  in 
two  articles,  vomiting  and  phle¬ 
botomy,  and  both  in  a  very  ex¬ 
traordinary  manner.  To  vomit, 
they  thru  ft  an  arrow  a  foot  and 
half  down  the  throat  ;  and  to. 
bleed,  they  give  the  part  affected, 
whether  leg,  arm,  or  face,  a  good 
chop  with  fome  fharp  initru- 
ment.”  ' 

Such  is  the  account  of  the  Fata- 
gons,  as  given  by  Harris,  who  fays 
he  has  taken  the  utmoft  pains  to 
9  7;  give 
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give  it  in  the  cleareft  manner  pof- 
hble,  by  comparing  all  the  different 
relations  of  the  Portuguefe  and 
Spanifh  writers  ;  and  it,  is  to  be 
hoped  that  no  man  can  read  the 
account  of  the  violence  and  per¬ 
fidy  pradlifed  againft  thefe  blame- 
lefs,  friendly,  unfufpedfing  peo¬ 
ple,  without  indignation.  Harris, 
however,  fuffers  it  to  pafs  without 
animadversions  ;  and  probably  de 
fcribes  this  attempt  of  Magellan 
to  betray  the  confidence  of  a  rea¬ 
sonable  being,  and  to  force  him  in¬ 
to  exile  and  mifery,  with  as  much 
phlegm  as  he  would  the  fnaring  a 
tyger,  or  hooking  a  fifh. 

Magellan  himfelf  was  afterwards 
killed  in  an  hoftiie  attempt  to  ex¬ 
tort  tribute  from  a  king  of  Mathan, 
or  Matahan,  one  of  the  Ladrone 
Iflands,  to  which  he  had  juft  as 
much  right  as  the  king  of  Mathan 
had  to  tribute  from  Spain. 

The  Patagons  are  next  men¬ 
tioned  in  an  account  of  the  voyage 
of  Sir  Francis  Drake  ;  but  in 
Harris’s  epitome  their  ftature  is 
not  particularly  afcertained.  The 
paragraph  relating  to  them  being- 
only  as  follows : 

“  In  failing  fouth  from  the  river 
of  Plate,  in  latitude  36  S,  they 
came  to  a  good  bay,  in  which 
were  feveral  pretty  iflands  ;  the 
admiral  being  on  fhore  in  one  of 
thefe  iflands,  the  people  came  danc¬ 
ing  and  leaping  about  him,  and 
were  very  free  to  trade  ;  they  were 
a  comely  ftrong-bodied  people,  very 
fvvift  of  foot,  and  of  a  brifk  live¬ 
ly  conilitution  ;  their  faces  were 
painted,  and  their  apparel  only  a 
covering  of  the  (kins  of  beafts, 
with  the  fur  on,  about  their  waifts, 
and  fomething  wreathed  about 
their  heads;  they  had  bows  an  ell 
long,  but  no  more  than  two  ar¬ 


rows  a  piece:  They  feemed  not 
altogether  ignorant  of  martial  dif- 
cipline,  as  appeared  by  their  me¬ 
thod  of  ordering  and  ranging  their 
men.  They  were  the  nation  which. 
Magellan  called  Patagons.” 

The  latitude  of  this  ifland  is  not 
particularly  mentioned  ;  it  muft 
have  been  about  46  or  47.  There 
is  fome  difference  in  the  accounts 
of  their  cloathing  ;  Magellan  fays 
they  were  cloathed  from  head  to 
foot  ;  Drake,  that  they  were  co¬ 
vered  only  round  the  waift,  and 
upon  the  head  ;  but  this  may  ea- 
fily  be  accounted  for,  becaufe  Ma¬ 
gellan  wintered  with  them,  and 
Drake  favv  them  in  fummer. 

Thefe  giants  are  next  mentioned 
in  an  account  of  a  voyage  round 
the  world,  by  Sir  Thomas  Caven- 
difh  :  of  which  Harris’s  epitome  is 
as  follows  : 

te  Sailing  from  Cape  Frio,  in 
the  Brafils,  they  fell  in  upon  the 
coaft  of  America,  in  47  d.  20  m . 
north,  (it  ftiould  be  fouth)  latitude. 
They  proceeded  to  Port  Defire,  in 
latitude  30.  Here  the  favages 
wounded  two  of  the  company 
with  their  arrows,  which  are  made 
of  cane,  headed  with  flints.  A 
wild  and  rude  fort  of  creatures 
they  were  :  and,  as  it  feemed,  of 
a  gigantic  race,  the  meafure  of 
one  of  their  feet  being  .8  inches 
in  length,  which,  reckoning  by 
the  ufual  proportion,  will  give 
about  7  feet  and  an  half  for  their 
ftature.”  Harris  fays  that  this 
agrees  very  exaclly  with  the  ac¬ 
count  given  of  them  by  Magellan, 
but  in  his  epitome  of  Magellan’s 
account  he  fays  that  the  head  of 
one  of  his  middle-ftzed  men  reach¬ 
ed  but  to  the  Patagonian’s  waift  ; 
which,  fuppofing  Magellan’s  man 
to  be  but  5  feet  6  inches  high,  will 
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make  the  Patagonian  9  at  lead. 
He  fays,  indeed,  that  Magellan 
gave  them  the  name  of  Paragons, 
hecaufe  their  flat  are  was  five  cu¬ 
bits,  or  feven  feet  fix;  but,  if  fo, 
his  own  account  is  inconfillent  with 
itfelf,  neither  has  he  told  us  in 
what  language  Paragon  expreffes 
this  fla.ture. 

Oliver  Noort,  the  find  Dutch¬ 
man  that  attempted  a  voyage  round 
the  world,  performed  his  expedi¬ 
tion  between  the  years  1598  and 
|6oi  ;  and  the  account  he  gives 
of  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  parts, 
as  abridged  by  Harris,  is  to  the 
following  effed  : 

He  went  up  the  river  at  Port 
Defire,  and  going  on  fhore,  found 
beafts  like  hags  and  buffaloes,  alfo 
fome  favages,  who,  he  fays,  were 
tail  portly  men,  painted,  and  arm¬ 
ed  with  fhort  bows  and  arrows,  that 
were  headed  with  hone. 

Thefe  beafts  like  buffaloes  pro¬ 
bably  furnifhed  the  fkins  that  Ma¬ 
gellan  defer! bed  to  have  the  ears 
of  an  afs,  the  tail  of  a  horfe,  and 
the  fhape  of  a  camel,  for  the  buf¬ 
falo  has  a  bunch  upon  his  back. 

Having  afterwards  entered  the 
Streights,  they  faw  feme  men  up¬ 
on  two  iflands,  near  a  cape  which 
is  here  called  cape  Naffau.  There 
is  no  cape  marked  either  in  the 
chart  or  map  prefixed  to  Harris’s 
collection  by  that  name,  nor  has 
he  told  us  to  which  of  the  capes 
that  are  marked  this  name  was 
given  by  the  Dutch.  Thefe  fa¬ 
vages  having  now,  by  fad  expe¬ 
rience,  been  taught  to  regard  every 
European  as  an  enemy,  fhook  their 
weapons  againft  the  Dutch,  in 
hopes  to  prevent  their  landing. 
The  Dutch,  however,  did  land  up¬ 
on  one  of  the  iflands,  and  the  poor 
Indians  retreating,  they  purfued 
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them  to  the  cave  which  contained 
their  wives  and  children,  and  kill¬ 
ed  every  one  of  them.  When 
thefe  ruffians  rufhed  in,  the  wo¬ 
men  covered  their  infants  with 
their  own  bodies,  that  they  might 
receive  the  fir  ft  flab  ;  the  Dutch 
did  not,  indeed,  murder  thefe 
forlorn  and  defencelefs  jvretches 
in  cold  blood,  but  having  butch¬ 
ered  the  fathers  and  hufbands,  they 
took  away  fix  of  the  children, 
four  boys  and  two  girls,  and  car¬ 
ried  them  on  fh  ip  board.  It  is 
impoffible  for  any  man,  whole  feel¬ 
ings  of  humanity  have  not  been 
obtunded  by  felfiffiinefs  or  fuperfti- 
tion,  to  read  the  accounts  of  the 
difeoveries  and  fettlements  of  the 
people  of  Europe,  in  other  parts 
of  the  world,  without  regretting 
their  fuccefs,  and  wiihing  that 
they  had  all  perifhed  in  the  at¬ 
tempt.  In  thefe  expeditions  they 
have  filled  the  earth  with  violence, 
and,  as  far  as  their  influence  could 
extend,  diffiufed  wickednefs  and 
mifery,  by  every  violation  of  the 
laws  of  nature,  that  the  moft 
wanton  cruelty  and  fordid  avarice 
could  prompt,  while  they  diftin- 
guiflied  themfelves  from  thofe 
whom  they  deftroyed,  and  en- 
flaved,  by  the  name  of  Chrifli- 
ans,  and  gloried  in  the  refinements 
of  honour,  which,  looking  down 
upon  mere  moral  obligation,  pre¬ 
tends  to  merit  beyond  the  limits  of 
duty. 

One  of  the  boys  thus  brought 
on  board  Van  Koort’s  fleet,  learnt 
the  Dutch  language,  and  gave 
intelligence  to  the  following  ef- 
fedl  :  that  the  inhabitants  of  the 
continent  near  the  ifland  from 
which  he  had  been  taken,  were 
divided  into  different  tribes;  that 
three  of  th^fe  tribes,  which  he 
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diftinguilhed  by  the  names  of  Ke- 
menetes,  Kenekin,  and  Karaicks, 
were  of  the  common  fize,  but 
broader  breafted,  and  painted  ail 
over;  and  that  there  was  another 
tribe,  which  he  called  Tiriminen, 
who  were  of  a  gigantic  ftature, 
being  10  or  12  feet  high,  and 
continually  at  war  with  the  other 
tribes. 

This  boy  gave  an  account  of 
the  cloathing  and  appearance  of 
the  inhabitants  of  this  country, 
very  different  from  thofe  already 
tranferibed  ;  for  he  faid  the  men 
wore  their  hair  long,  that  the  wo¬ 
men  were  fhaved,  and  that  both 
went  naked  except  a  cloak  of  Pen¬ 
guin’s  fkins,  which  reached  to  their 
waift. 

Sebald  de  Weert,  another  Dutch¬ 
man  failed  to  the  Streights  of  Ma¬ 
gellan  in  the  year  1^98,  and  in 
his  account  are  the  following  par¬ 
ticulars.  He  detached  two  floops 
to  an  ifland  near  the  mouth  of  the 
Streights,  to  catch  fea-dogs.  When 
thefe  floops  came  near  the  fbore, 
they  perceived  feven  canoes,  with 
favages  on  board,  that  were  ten 
or  eleven  feet  high,  of  a  reddifh 
colour,  and  with  long  hair.  They 
are  farther  deferibed  as  being  na¬ 
ked,  except  one  who  had  a  fea- 
dog’s  (kin  about  his  fhoulders;  and 
it  is  remarkable  that  de  Weert  was 
on  this  coaft  in  May,  which  is 
there  a  winter  month. 

In  the  account  given  of  the 
voyage  of  George  Spilbergen,  we 
are  told  that  on  the  coaft  of  Terra 
del  Fuego,  which  is  to  the  fouth 
of  Magellan's  Streights,  his  peo¬ 
ple  faw  a  man  of  a  gigantic  fta¬ 
ture,  climbing  the  hills  to  take  a 
view  of  the  fleet,  but,  though  they 
Wfat  on  fhore,  they  faw  no  other’ 


human  inhabitant;  they  faw,  how¬ 
ever,  feveral  graves  containing  bo¬ 
dies  of  the  ordinary  fixe,  or  ra¬ 
ther  below  it ;  and  the  favagos 
they  faw  from  time  to  time  in 
canoes,  appeared  to  be  under  fix 
feet  high. 

In  the  hiftory  of  the  voyage 
of  Capt.  Cowley,  an  Englifhman, 
which  was  undertaken  in  1683, 
we  have  an  account  of  giants  in¬ 
deed,  but  in  a  country  very  diftant 
from  Patagonia.  In  lat.  13  deg.. 
30  min.  north,  and  about  [43 
eaft  longitude,  lies  the  ifland  of 
Guam,  it  is  one  of  the  Ladrone 
Iflands,  and  was  then  in  the  pof- 
feflion  of  the  Spaniards,  who  had 
a  governor  and  garrilon  there. 
The  Indian  inhabitants  of  this 
ifland,  Cowley  fays,  were  all  well 
made,  adtive,  vigorous,  and  feme 
of  them  feven  feet  and  an  half 
high.  Capt.  Cowley  took,  as  he 
fays,  four  of  thefe  infidels  prifo- 
ners,  which  to  be  fare,  being  him- 
felf  a  good  Chriftian,  he  had  a 
right  to  do  ;  and  it  appears  by  the 
fequel  of  the  account,  that  he 
treated  them  as  other  good  Chrif- 
tians  had  treated  infidels  which- 
ftrength  or  cunning  had  put  into 
their  power,  “  We  brought  them 
on  board,  fays  he,  tying  their 
hands  behind  them,  but  they  had 
not  been  legg  there,  before  three 
of  them  leapt  overboard  into  the 
fea,  fwimming  away  from  the  (hip 
with  their  hands  bound  behind 
them  ;  we  fent  a  boat  after  them, 
and  found  that  a  ftrong  man  at  the 
firft  blow  could  not  penetrate  their 
fkins  with  a  cutlafs.  One  of  them 
had  received,  in  my  judgment, 
forty  fhots  in  his  body  before  he 
died,  and  the  Iaft  of  the  three  that 
was  killed  had  fwam  a  good  £ng- 
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lifh  mile,  though  his  hands  were 
not  only  tied  behind  him,  but  his 
arms  pinioned  ” 

Thus  it  appears  that  thefe  three 
poor  naked  wretches  were  all  mur¬ 
dered  in  cold  blood,  becaufe  they 
endeavoured  to  efcape  from  thofe, 
who,  without  provocation,  had  in- 
jurioufiy  and  cruelly  feized  them 
by  violence,  in  their  native  coun¬ 
try,  and  were  carrying  them  as 
Haves  into  exile.  Harris  tells  the 
jtpry  without  the  lead  intimation 
that  any  thing  had  been  done  to 
thefe  infidels  which  a  good  Chri- 
ftian  might  not  juttify. 

In  an  account  of  Capt.  George 
Shelvock’s  voyage,  which  was  un¬ 
dertaken  in  the  year  1719,  there 
Is  the  following  paragraph. — — 
M.  Frazier  gives  us  an  account 
that  the  Indians  inhabiting  the 
continent  to  the  fouth  of  this  ifland 
(the  ifland  of  Chiloe,  which  lies 
off  the  coaft  cf  Chili,  about  lat. 
42  S.  and  long,  about  72  W.  of 
London)  are  called  Chronos,  that 
they  go  quite  naked,  and  that  in 
the  inland  part  there  is  a  race  of 
men  of  an  extraordinary  fize,  call¬ 
ed  Cacabues,  who  being  in  amity 
with  the  Chronos,  have  fometimes 
come  with  them  to  the  dwellings 
of  the  Spaniards  at  Chiloe.  Fie 
adds,  that  he  was  credibly  in¬ 
formed  by  feveral  who  had  been 
eye- witneffes,  that  fome  were  a- 
bout  nine  or  ten  feet  high.  Who 
Frazier  was,  Mr.  Harris,  though 
he  quotes  him,  does  not  tell  us. 
His  dory  is  certainly  fabulous, 
for  the  whole  coaft  of  Chili,  and 
the  ifland  of  Chiloe,  having  been 
long  in  poffeffion  of  the  Spaniards, 
the  exidence  of  a  gigantic  j-ace  in 
thofe  parts,  if  real,  would  have 
been  long  out  of  doubt.  The 
fame  objection  lies  againft  the  ac- 
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count  given  of  the  Indian  natives 
of  Guam,  by  Cowley.  The  giants, 
four  of  whom  he  fays  he  took  pri- 
foners,  and  three  of  whom  he 
murdered,  mud  have  been  fami¬ 
liar  to  the  Spaniards,  and  confe- 
quently,  their  exidence  recorded  by 
Spanidi  writers  of  credit,  fo  as  to 
make  the  fa  ft  as  well  known  and 
believed  as  the  exidence'  of  the 
ifland  itfelf.  Of  the  other  ac¬ 
counts,  our  readers  inud  judge  for 
themfelves. 


Catherine  V ad? s  Preface  to  the  T ales 
cf  W illiam  V ade .  From  the  French 
of  M.  de  Voltaire . 

I  Still  lament  the  death  of  my 
coufin  William  Vade,  who 
died,  as  all  the  world  knows, 
fome  years  ago.  He  was  attacked 
by  the  fmall-pox:  I  nurfed  him, 
and  faid  to  him  with  tears,  “  Ah! 
my  coufin  ;  fee  the  confequence  of 
your  not  being  inoculated :  It  cod 
your  brother  Anthony  his  life, 
who  was,  like  you,  one  of  the 
lights  of  the  age.”  "  What 
would  you  have  me  fay  ?  ”  re¬ 
plied  William  ;  “  I  waited  for 
leave  from  the  Sorbonne,  and  X 
am  convinced  that  I  mud  die  for 
having  been  too  fcrupulous. 

“  The  date,”  anfvvered  1,  <f  will 
have  a  dreadful  iofs  ”  Ah  !” 
cried  William,  “  Alexander  and 
brother  Bertier  are  dead,  Simi- 
ramis  and  Tillon,  Sophocles  and 
Danchet,  are  dud  and  afhes.” — 
Yes,  my  dear  coufin,  but  their 
great  names  will  live  for  ever. 
Would  you  not  furvive  in  your 
no  bled  part  ?  Will  you  not  allow 
me  to  give  the  public,  for  their 
confolation,  thofe  old-womens  to¬ 
nes  with  which  you  amufed  us 
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lad  year  ?  they  were  the  delight 
of  cur  family  ;  and  Jerom  Carre, 
your  firft  coufin  once  removed, 
valued  your  works  almoft  as  much 
as  his  own  :  they  will  without 
doubt  pleafe  all  the  world,  that  is 
to  fay,  about  thirty  readers  who 
have  nothing  to  do.” 

William  had  no  fuch  ambitious 
views ;  he  anfwered  me  with  a 
modefty  very  becoming  an  author, 
but  very  uncommon,  “  Ah  !  my 
coufin,  do  you  think,  that,  a- 
mong  the  90,000  pamphlets,  pub- 
lifhed  in  Paris  within  thefe  ten 
years,  my  trifles  can  find  a  place, 
and  that  1  can  float  upon  the  river 
of  oblivion  which  every  day  fwal- 
lows  up  fo  many  excellent  writ¬ 
ings  !” 

“  Though  you  fhould  live  but 
fifteen  days  after  your  death,”  re¬ 
plied  I,  “  even  that  would  be  a 
great  deal ;  there  are  few  who  en¬ 
joy  that  advantage.  The  fate  of 
moft  men  is  to  live  unknown,  and 
thofe  who  have  made  the  mo  ft 
nolle  are  fometimes  forgotten  the 
day  after  their  death  ;  you  will  be 
diftinguifhed  from  the  crowd,  and 
perhaps  the  very  name  of  William 
Vade  having  the  honour  to  be 
printed  in  one  or  two  journals, 
may  be  tranfmitted  to  the  lateftpof- 
rerity.  Under  what  title  would  you 
have  me  publiih  your  mifcella- 
nies  ?”  “  Coufin,”  faid  he,  “  I 

think  the  name  of  'rifles  moft 
fuitable  to  them  ;  mod  of  the 
things  that  are  done,  faid,  or 
printed,  well  deferve  that  title  ” 

I  admired  my  coufln’s  modefly, 
and  was  extremely  aflefled  by  it. 
Jerom  Carre  then  entered  the 
chamber.  William  made  his  will, 
by  which  he  left  me  abfoiute  mif- 
trefs  of  his  manufcripts.  Jerom 
and  I  afked  him  where  he  would  be 
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buried  ;  and  he  made  the  follow¬ 
ing  reply,  which  will  ever  be  freih 
in  my  memory. 

**  I  am  very  fenfible,  that, 
having  never  been  exalted  in  this 
world  to  any  of  thofe  dignities 
which  produce  grand  fentiments, 
and  which  elevate  a  man  above 
himfelf,  having  been  peifcher  a 
privy-counfellor,  nor  a  fheriff,  nor 
a  church-warden,  I  fhall  be  treated 
after  mf  death  with  very  little 
ceremony.  I  fhall  be  thrown  into 
the  charnel- houfe  of  St.  Inno¬ 
cent’s,  and  nothing  will  be  placed 
on  my  grave  but  a  wooden  crofs, 
which  has  already  ferved  for  o- 
thers  ;  but  1  have  always  had  fuch  / 
a  tender  regard  for  my  country, 
that  I  am  very  averfe  to  being  bu¬ 
ried  in  a  church-yard.  Certain  it 
is,  that,  dying  of  the  difeafe  with 
which  I  am  attacked,  I  fhall  flink 
horribly.  This  corruption  of  fo 
many  corpfes  that  are  buried  at 
Paris,  in  or  near  the  churches,  ne- 
cefifarily  infedts  the  air,  and  as 
young  Ptolemy  fays,  much  to  the 
purpofe,  when  he  was  deliberating 
whether  he  fhould  grant  Pompey 
an  afylum, 

T heir  putrefying  bodies  taint  the  air , 
And  vuith  the  living  vsage  perpetual 
vsar . 

> 

This  ridicul&us  and  odious  cuflom 
of  paving  the  churches  with  the 
dead,  occaflcns  in  Paris,  every 
year,  epidemical  diforders,  and 
all  the  deceafed  contribute,  more 
or  lefs,  to  infedl  their  country. 
The  Greeks  and  Romans  were 
much  wifer  than  we;  their  bury- 
ing-places  were  without  the  cities  ; 
and  even  now,  there  are  many 
nations  in  Europe  where  this  falu- 
tary  cuflom  prevails.  What  plea- 
fure  would  it  afford  a  good  citizen, 

to 
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g  go  and  manure,  for  example,  the 
barren  plains  of  Sablons,  and  to 
contribute  to  the  railing  of  plenti¬ 
ful  harvefis  !  By  this  prudent  efta- 
blifliment,  generations  will  be  mu¬ 
tually  ufeful  to  each  other ;  towns 
will  be  more  healthy,  and  lands 
more,  fruitful.  Indeed  I  cannot 
but  fay  that  there  is  a  want  of 
police  both  for  the  living  and  the 
dead.” 

William  talked  a  long  time  on 
the  fubjeft.  He  had  great  views 
for  the  public  good,  and  he  died 
while  he  was  fpeaking  of  it,  which 
is  one  evident  mark  of  genius. 

As  foon  as  this  was  over,  I  re- 
folved  to  give  him  a  magnificent 
funeral,  worthy  of  the  great  repu¬ 
tation  which  he  had  acquired  in  the 
world*  I  went  to  the  molt  cele¬ 
brated  bookfellers  at  Paris ;  I  pro- 
pofed  their  purchafing  my  coufm 
William’s  pofthumous  works;  I 
even  added  to  them  fome  excellent 
dilfertations  of  his  brother  Antho¬ 
ny,  and  fome  pieces  of  his  firlb 
coufm  once  removed,  jerom  Carre. 
I  obtained  three  Louis  d’ors  in 
ready  money,  a  fum  which  William 
had  never  poffeffed  at  one  time  in 
all,  his  life.  I  had.-funeral  tickets 
•  printed  ;  I  begged  all  the  wits  of 
Paris  to  honour  with  their  prefence 
the  mafs  which  I  ordered  for  the 
repofe  of  William’s  foul  ;  not  one 
came.  I  could  not  attend  at  the 
ceremony  myfeif,  and  fo  William 
was  buried  without  any  one’s  know¬ 
ing  it.  In  the  fame  manner  he  had 
lived ;  for  though  he  had  enriched 
the  fair  with  many  comic  operas, 
which  were  the  admiration  of  all 
Paris,  they  enjoyed  the  fruits  of 
bis  genius,  and  neglected  the  au¬ 
thor  j  thus  (as  the  divine  Plato 
fays)  we  fuck  an  orange  and  throw 
away  the  peel,  we  gather  the  fruits 


of  a  tree,  and  afterwards  cut 
down,  I  have  always  been  Blocked 
with  this  ingratitude. 

Some  time  after  William  Vade’s 
death,  we  loll  our  good  friend  and 
kinfman  Jerom  Carre,  fo  well 
known  in  his  time  by  the  comedy 
of  Tbs  Scotchwoman,  which,  he 
faid,  he  tranflated  for  the  advance¬ 
ment  of  polite  literature.  I  think 
it  my  duty  to  acquaint  the  public 
with  the  difrefs  to  which  Jerom 
was  reduced  at  the  latter  part  of 
his  life;  which  thus  he  difclofed  in 
my  prefence  to  brother  Giroflee, 
his  confeflfor. 

“  You  know,”  faid  he,  ff  that  at 
my  chriftening  there  were  given  me 
for  patrons,  St.  Jerom,  St.  Tho¬ 
mas,  and  St.  Raymond  de  Penna- 
fort,  and  that  when  I  had  the 
happinefs  to  receive  confirmation, 
there  were  added  to  my  three  pa¬ 
trons,  St.  Ignatius  de  Loyola,  St. 
Francis  Xavier,  St.  Francis  de 
Borgia,  and  St.  Regis,  all  Jefuits, 
fo  that  I  ffyled  myfeif  Jerom-Tho- 
mas  -  Raymond  -  Ignatius  -  Xavier- 
Francis-Regis  Carre.  I  thought, 
for  a  long  time,  that  with  fo  many 
patrons  I  could  not  be  in  want  of 
any  thing  upon  earth.  Ah  1  bro¬ 
ther  Giroflee,  how  have  I  been  de¬ 
ceived  1  Patrons  are  like  fsrvants, 
the  more  we  have,  the  worfe  we 
are  ferved.  But  attend,  if  you 
pleafe,  to  my  misfortunes. 

The  reverend  fathers  the  Jefuifts, 
or  Jefuits,  were  banifhed,  becaufe 
their  inftitution  is  pernicious,  con¬ 
trary  to  all  the  rights  of  kings,  and 
of  human  fociety,  &c.  Now  Ig¬ 
natius  de  Loyola  having  been  au¬ 
thor  of  that  inftitution,  after  caufmg 
himfelf  to  be  whipped  at  the  college 
of  St.  Barbe,  and  Xavier,  Francis 
Borgia,  and  Regis,  having  pradlifed 
the  fame  difcipline,  it  is  plain 
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they  are  all  equally  blarneable,  and 
thus  here  are  four  faints  whom  I 
mu  ft  neceflarily  devote  to  all  the 
devils. 

This  raifed  in  my  mind  fome 
fcruples  about  St.  Thomas  and  St. 
Raymond  de  Pennafort.  I  read 
their  works,  and  I  was  aftonifhed 
when  I  found  in  Thomas  and  in 
Raymond,  almoft  the  very  fame 
words  as  in  Bufembaum.  I  got  rid 
as  foon  as  poflible  of  thefe  two  pa¬ 
tron?,  and  burnt  their  books. 

Thus  was  I  reduced  to  the  Angle 
name  of  Jerom  ;  but  this  Jerom, 
the  only  patron  that  I  had  left, 
has  been  of  no  more  fervice  to  me 
than  the  refl  ;  is  it  becaufe  Jerom 
has  no  interell  in  paradife  ?  I  con- 
iulted  on  this  fubjebP  a  man  of  great 
learning  ;  he  told  me  that  jerom 
was  the  moll  choleric  of  all  men  ; 
that  he  ufed  mold  grofs  and  inju¬ 
rious  language  to  John,  the  holy 
bifhop  of  Jerufalem,  and  to  the 
holy  pried  Rufinus  ;  that  he  even 
called  the  latter  Hydra  and  Scor¬ 
pion,  and  that  he  infulted  him  af¬ 
ter  he  was  dead  :  he  fhewed  me 
the  paflages.  At  length  I  found 
myfelf  obliged  to  renounce  Jerom, 
and  to  Rile  myfelf  nothing  but 
plain  Carre,  which  is  very  difagree- 
able.” 

Thus  Carre  lodged  his  grief  in 
the  bofom  of  brother  Giroflee,  who 
made  him  this  anfwer  :  “You  fh  all 
not  want  for  faints,  my  dear  child  ; 
take  St.  Francis  d’Aflife.”  “  No,’7 
fays  Carre,  “  his  wife  of  fnow 
would  fometimes  incline  me  to 
laugh,  and  this  is  a  ferious  affair. ” 
“  Well  then,  take  Sc.  Dominic. ” 
ce  No,  he  was  the  founder  of  the 
inquifition.”— Will  you  have  St. 
Bernard?” — “  He  perfecuted  too 
much  poor  Abelard,  who  had  more 
Vql,  X, 
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wit  than  himfelf,  and  he  intermed¬ 
dled  too  much  with  bufinefs  ;  give 
me  a  patron  of  fuch  humility  that 
no  one  ever  heard  him  fpeak  ;  that 
is  the  faint  for  me.” 

Brother  Giroflee  laid  before  him 
the  impoffibility  of  being  canonized 
and  unknown  ;  he  gave  a  lid  of 
many  other  patrons,  with  whom 
our  friend  was  unacquainted,  which 
was  juft  the  fame  thing ;  but  at 
each  faint  that  he  propoled,  he  de¬ 
manded  fomething  for  his  convent  ; 
for  he  knew  that  Carre  had  money, 
Jerom  Carre  then  told  him  this 
liory,  which  feems  to  me  very  cu¬ 
rious  : 

‘  There  was  formerly  a  king  of 
Spain  who  had  promifed  to  beftov/ 
confiderable  donations  on  all  the 
inhabitants  near  Burgos,  who  had 
been  ruined  by  the  war.  They 
came  to  the  gates  of  the  palace  ; 
but  the  guards  refufed  them  ad¬ 
mittance,  except  on  condition  that 
they  fhould  allow  the  guards  to  go 
halves.  Good  Cardero  fir  ft  pre- 
fented  himfelf  before  the  king  ;  he 
fell  on  his  knees,  and  faid,  “  Great 
Sir,  1  intreat  vour  majefty  to  order 
each  of  us  a  hundred  lafhes  with  a 
thong.”  “A  droll  requeft  this,” 
replied  the  king:  “WThy  do  you 
make  it?”  “Becaufe,”  faid  Car¬ 
dero,  your  guards  would  abfo- 
lutely  have  half  of  what  you  fhould 
give  us.”  The  king  laughed  very 
heartily,  and  made  Cardero  a  con¬ 
fiderable  prefent.  This  gave  rile 
to  the  proverb,  It  is  better  to  have  to 
do  with  God  than  with  his  faint  sd 
With  thefe  fentiments  my  dear 
Jerom  Carre  departed  this  life  ;  I 
have  therefore  annexed  fome  of  his 
works  to  thoie  of  William  :  and  X 
flatter  myfelf,  that  the  Parifians, 
for  whom  Vade  and  Carre  have  al- 
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ways  laboured,  will  pardon  this  my 
preface. 

Catherine  Vade. 


Curious  extracts  from  Mr.  RouJJeaifs 
letter  on  French  mufic. 

On  the  language  mofi  proper  for  mufic, 
now  firfi  tranfiated . 

TT  is  eafy  to  conceive  that  fome 
languages  are  more  proper  for 
mufic  than  others,  and  that  there 
may  be  fome  languages  totally  im¬ 
proper  for  any.  Of  the  latter  kind 
would  be  a  language  compofed  of 
mixt  founds,  of  mute,  furd  and 
nalal  fyllables,  of  few  fotiorous 
vowels,  and  a  great  many  confo- 
nants  and  articulations ;  and  which 
might  want  fome  of  thofe  efiential 
conditions  which  I  fhall  fpeak  of 
under  the  article  of  meafure.  For 
the  fake  of  curiofity,  let  us  enquire 
what  would  be  the  confequence 
of  applying  mufic  to  fuch  a  lan¬ 
guage. 

In  the  firfi:  place,  the  want  of 
force  in  the  found  of  the  vowels 
would  oblige  the  compofer  to  give 
a  good  deal  to  the  notes,  and  be¬ 
cause  the  language  would  be  furd, 
the  mufic  would  be  noi fy.  In  the 
fecond  place,  the  hard  neks  and  fre¬ 
quency  of  the  confonants  would 
oblige  h  im  to  exclude  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  words,  to  proceed  on  others 
only  by  elementary  tones,  fo  that 
the  mufic  would  be  infipid  and  mo¬ 
notonous.  For  the  fame  reafon,  it 
would  be  flow  and  tirefome,  and 
when  the  movement  fhould  be  ever 
fo  little  accelerated,  its  hafte  would, 
refemble  that  of  an  hard  and  angu¬ 
lar  body  rolling  along  on  the  pave¬ 
ment. 

As  fuch  a  mufic  would  be  defii- 
tute  of  all  agreeable  melody,  the 


compofer  would  endeavour  to  fap- 
ply  its  place,  by  factitious  and 
unnatural  beauties }  it  would  be 
charged  with  frequent  and  regular 
modulations;  but  cold,  gracelefs, 
and  inexpreflive.  Recourfe  would 
be  had  to  trills,  flops,  fhakes,  and 
other  falfe  graces ;  which  would 
ferve  only  to  render  the  fong  more 
ridiculous,  without  rendering  it  lefs 
infipid, 

A  mufic  attended  with  fuch  fu- 
perfluous  ornament  will  be  always 
faint  and  inexprefiive ;  while  its 
images,  defiitute  of  all  force  and 
energy,  defcribe  but  a  few  obje&s 
in  a  great  number  of  notes,  exa&ly 
like  Gothic  writing,  the  lines  of 
which  are  full  of  firokes  and  cha¬ 
racters,  yet  contain  only  two  or 
three  words,  and  but  a  very  fmall 
quantity  of  meaning  in  a  great 
fpace  of  paper. 

The  impofiibility  of  inventing 
agreeable  fongs  would  oblige  the 
compofers  to  turn  all  their  thoughts 
to  the  fide  of  harmony  ;  and  for 
want  of  natural  beauties  to  intro¬ 
duce  thofe  of  arbitrary  fafhion, 
which  have  no  other  merit  than 
lies  in  the  delicacy  of  the  execu¬ 
tion.  Thus  inflead  of  cornpofing 
good  mufic,  they  would  compofe 
difficult  mufic ;  and  to  fupply  the 
want  of  fimple  melody,  would  mul¬ 
tiply  their  accompanyments.  It 
would  coft  them  much  lefs  trou¬ 
ble  to  lay  a  great  many  bad  things 
one  upon  another,  than  to  invent 
one  good  one. 

In  order  to  remove  the  infipidi- 
ty,  they  would  increafe  the  confu- 
fion  ;  they  would  imagine  they 
were  making  mufic  when  they  were 
only  making  a  noife. 

Another  effieCl  which  would  re- 
fult  from  this  effieCl  of  melody,  is, 
that  the  muficians,  having  only  a 

falfe 
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falfe  idea  of  it,  would  invent  a  me¬ 
lody. of  their  own.  Having  nothing 
of  true  mufic,  they  would  find  no 
difficulty  in  multiplying  its  parts  ; 
becaufe  they  would  give  that  name 
to  what  was  not  fo  ;  even  to  the 
thorough  bafs  ;  to  the  unifon  of 
which  they  would  make  no  fcruple 
to  recite  the  counter-tenor,  under 
cover  of  a  fort  of  accompany  men  t, 
whofe  pretended  melody  would 
have  no  manner  of  relation  to  the 
vocal  part  of  the  fong.  Wherever 
they  faw  notes  they  would  find  a 
tune,  although  in  effeCl  their  tune 
would  be  nothing  but  a  fucceffion 
of  notes.  Voces ,  pratereaque  nihil . 
Let  us  oroceed  now  to  the  meafure, 
in  the  difpolition  of  which  confids 
the  greater  part  of  the  beauty  and 
expreffion  of  the  fong, 

Meafure  is  to  melody  nearly 
what  fyntax  is  to  difconrfe  :  it  is 
that  which  connects  the  words,  dif- 
tinguiffies  the  phrafes,  and  gives 
fenfe  and  confidency  to  the  whole. 
All  mufic  whofe  meafure  is  not  per¬ 
ceived,  if  the  fault  lie  in  the  perfon 
who  executes  it,  refembles  writing; 
in  cypher,  which  requires  one  to 
have  a  key  to  explain  it  :  but  if 
the  mufic  have  no  fenfible  mea¬ 
fure  in  itfelf,  it  is  only  a  confufed 
collection  of  words  taken  at  ha¬ 
zard  and  written  without  connec¬ 
tion,  in  which  the  reader  finds  no 
fenfe,  becaufe  the  author  gave  them 
none. 

I  have  faid  that  every  national 
mufic  takes  its  principal  character 
from  the  language  which  is  pecu¬ 
liar  to  it :  and  I  ffiouid  have  added, 
that  it  is  the  profody  of  that  lan¬ 
guage  which  principally  conflitutes 
its  character.  As  vocal  mufic  long 
preceded  the  indrumental,  the  lat¬ 
ter  hath  always  received  from  the 
former  both  its  tune  and  time  ; 


I95 

now  the  different  mea fares  of  vocal 
mufic  could  arife  only  from  the 
different  methods  of  fcanninp-  a  dif* 

O 

courfe,  and  placing  the  long  and 
ffiort  fyllables  with  regard  to  each 
other.  This  is  very  evident  in  the 
Greek  mufic,  whofe  meafures  were 
only  fo  many  formula  of  the  ryth- 
mi  furnifhed  by  the  arrangements 
of  long  or  fhort  fyllables,  and  of 
thofe  feet  of  which  the  language 
and  its  poetry  were  fufceptible. 
So  that,  although  one  may  very- 
well  diflinguifh  in  the  mufical  ryth- 
mus  the  meafure  of  the  profody, 
the  meafure  of  the  verfe,  and  the 
meafure  of  the  tune,  it  cannot  be 
doubted  that  the  mod  agreeable 
mufic,  or  at  lead  that  of  the  mod 
complete  cadence,  would  be  that 
in  which  the  three  meafures  ffiouid 
concur  as  perfectly  as  poffible. 

After  thefe  ecclairciffements,  X 
return  to  my  hypothecs,  and  fuo- 
pofe  that  the  language,  I  have  been 
fpeaking  of,  ffiouid  have  a  de¬ 
fective  profody,  indidinct,  inexaCt* 
and  without  preciiion  ;  that  its  long 
and  ffiort  fyllables  ffiouid  have  no 
fimple  relations  with  regard  to 
time  or  number,  fo  as  to  render  its 
rythmus  agreeable,  exaCt,  and  re¬ 
gular  ;  that  its  long  fyllables  ffiouid 
be  fome  ffiorter,  and  others  longer 
than  others  ;  that  its  ffiort  ones 
ffiouid  in  like  manner  be  more  or 
lefs  ffiort ;  that  it  ffiouid  have  ma¬ 
ny  neither  ffiort  nor  long  ;  and  that 
the  differences  between  the  one  and 
the  other  ffiouid  be  indeterminate 
and  almoft  incommenfurable.  It  is 
clear  that  the  national  mufic,  be¬ 
ing  obliged  to  receive  into  its  mea¬ 
fure  the  irregularities  of  the  profo¬ 
dy,  would  have  fuch  meafure  of 
courfe  vague,  unequal,  and  hard¬ 
ly  perceptible  ;  that  its  recitative 
would  in  particular  partake  of  this 
O  z  irre- 
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irregularity  ;  that  it  would  be  very 
difficult  to  make  the  force  of  the 
notes  and  fyllables  agree ;  that  the 
meafure  would  be  obliged  to  be 
perpetually  changed,  and  that  the 
verfes  never  could  ke  fet  to  an  ex- 
aft  and  flowing  mealure  ;  that  even 
in  the  meafured  airs,  the  move¬ 
ments  would  be  all  unnatural  and 
void  of  precifion  ;  that  if  to  this 
deleft  be  added  ever  fo  little  delay 
in  time,  the  very  idea  of  its  ine¬ 
quality  would  be  entirely  loll  both 
in  the  finger  and  the  auditor  ;  and 
that,  in  fine,  the  meafure  not  be« 
ing  perceived,  nor  its  returns  equal, 
it  could  be  fubjeft  only  to  the  ca¬ 
price  of  the  mufician,  who  might 
hurry  or  retard  it  as  he  pleafed  :  fo 
that  it  would  be  impofiible  to  keep 
up  a  concert  without  homebody  to 
mark  the  time  to  all,  according  to 
the  fancy  or  convenience  of  fome 
leader. 

Hence  it  is  that  lingers  contraft 
fuch  an  habit  of  altering  the  time, 
that  they  frequently  do  it  defign- 
edly  even  in  thofe  pieces,  where 
the  compofer  has  happily  rendered 
it  perceptible.  To  mark  the  time 
would  be  thought  a  fault  in  com- 
pofition,  and  to  follow  it  would  be 
another  in  the  tafte  of  flnging; 
thus  defefts  would  pa fs  for  beau¬ 
ties,  and  beauties  for  defefts  :  er¬ 
rors  would  be  eftablifhed  as  rules  ; 
and  to  compofe  mu  lie  to  the  tafle 
of  the  nation,  it  would  be  necef- 
fary  to  apply  carefully  to  thofe 
things  which  would  difpleafe  every 
other  people  in  the  world. 

Thus,  whatever  art  might  be 
ufed  to  hide  the  defefts  of  fuch 
raufic,  it  would  be  impolfible  it 
fhould  be  ,  pleafing  to  any  other 
ears  than  thofe  of  the  natives  of 
the  country  where  it  fhould  be  in 
vogue.  By  dint  of  fuffering  con- 
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ftant  reproaches  again  ft  their  bad 
tafle,  arid  by  hearing  real  muiic  in 
a  language  more  favourable  to  it, 
they  would  at  length  endeavour  to 
make  their  own  referable  it :  in 
doing  which,  however,  they  would 
only  deprive  it  of  its  real  character, 
and  the  little  accordance  it  might 
have  with  the  language  for  which 
it  was  conftrufted.  II  they  Ihould 
thus  endeavour  to  unnaturalize 
their  finging,  they  would  render  it 
harffi,  rough,  and  a!  mo  ft  unutter- 
able  :  if  they  contented  themfelves 
with  ornamenting  it  with  any  other 
than  fuch  accompany ments  as  were 
peculiarly  adapted  to  it,  they  would 
only  betray  its  inlipidity  by  an  in¬ 
evitable  contraft  :  they  would  de¬ 
prive  their  malic  of  the  only  beau¬ 
ty  it  was  fufceptible  of,  in  taking 
from  all  its  parts  that  uniformity 
of  character  bv  which  it  was  con- 
ftituted  ;  and,  by  accuftoming  their 
ears  to  difdain  the  finging  only  to 
liften  to  the  fymphony,  they  would 
in  time  reduce  the  voices  only  to 
a  mere  accompanyment  of  the  ac- 
companyments. 

Thus  we  fee  by  what  means  the 
mufic  of  fuch  a  nation  would  be 
divided  into  vocal  and  inftrumen- 
tal ;  and  thus  we  fee  how  by  giving 
fuch  different  characters  to  the  two 
fpecies  of  it,  they  make  a  mon- 
ftrous  compound  of  them  when 
united. 

The  fymphony  would  keep  time; 
and  the  flnging  would  fnffer  no  re- 
ftraint  ;  fo  that  the  fingers  and  the 
fymphonifts  in  the  orcheitra  would 
be  perpetually  at  variance,  and 
putting  one  another  out.  This 
uncertainty,  and  the  mixture  of 
the  two  characters,  would  intro¬ 
duce  in  the  manner  of  accompany¬ 
ment,  fuch  a  tamenefs  and  infipi- 
dity  that  the  fymphonifts  would 

get 
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get  fuch  a  habit,  that  they  would 
not  be  able  even  to  execute  the  beft 
mufic  with  fpirit  and  energy.  In 
playing  that  like  their  own,  they 
would  totally  enervate  it  ;  they 
would  play  the  foft  ftrong  and  the 
ftrong  foft,  nor  would  they  know 
one  of  the  varieties  of  thefe  two 
terms.  As  to  the  others  rinforzando , 
do  Ice  #,  rijoluto ,  con  gujio ,  Jpiritofo , 
Joftenuto ,  con  brio ,  they  would  have 
no  words  for  them  in  their  lan¬ 
guage,  and  that  of  expreflion  would 
be  totally  void  of  meaning.  They 
would  fubftitute  a  number  of  tri¬ 
fling,  cold,  and  flovenly  ornaments, 
in  the  place  of  the  mafterly  flroke 
of  the  bow  :  and  however  numerous 
their  orcheftra,  it  would  have  no 
effect,  or  none  but  what  was  very 
difagreeable.  As  the  execution 
would  be  always  fluggifh,  and  the 
fymphonifts  are  ever  more  felici¬ 
tous  to  play  finely,  than  to  play  in 
time,  they  would  be  hardly  ever 
together  ;  they  would  never  be  able 
to  give  an  exadt  and  juft  note,  nor 
to  execute  any  thing  in  that  cha¬ 
racter.  Foreigners  would  be  alrnoil 
all  of  them  aftomfhed  to  find  an 
orcheftra,  boafted  of  as  the  firft  in 
Europe,  hardly  worthy  to  play  at 
a  booth  in  a  fair  f .  It  would  be 
naturally  expected  that  fuch  mufi- 
cians  fhould  get  an  averfion  to  that 
mufic  which  thus  difgraced  their 
own  ;  and  that  adding  ill  will  to 
bad  tafte,  they  would  put  in  exe¬ 
cution  the  defign  of  decrying  it, 
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with  as  ill  fuccefs  as  it  was  abfurd- 
ly  premeditated. 

On  a  contrary  fuppofition  to  the 
foregoing,  I  might  eafily  deduce 
all  the  qualities  of  a  real  mufic, 
formed  to  move,  to  imitate,  to 
pleafe,  and  to  convey  to  the  heart 
the  moft  delicate  impreffions  of 
harmony  :  but  as  this  would  lead 
me  too  far  from  my  prefent  fubjetl, 
and  particularly  from  our  generally 
received  notions  of  things,  I  fhal! 
confine  myfelf  to  a  few  obfervations 
on  the  Italian  mufic  ;  which  may 
enable  us  to  form  a  better  judg¬ 
ment  of  our  own.  ' 

If  it  be  afked  what  language  will 
admit  of  the  beft  grammar,  1  an- 
fwer  that  of  the  people  who  reafon 
beft  ;  and  if  it  be  afked  what  nation 
fhould  have  the  beft  mufic,  I  fhould 
anfvver  that  whofe  language  is  beft 
adapted  to  mufic.  This  is  what  I 
have  already  eftablifhed,  and  lhall 
have  farther  occafion  to  confirm  It 
during  the  courfe  of  this  letter. 
Now,  if  there  be  in  Europe  a  lan¬ 
guage  adapted  to  mufic,  it  is  cer¬ 
tainly  the  Italian  ;  for  that  lan¬ 
guage  is  foft,  fonorous,  harmoni¬ 
ous,  and  more  accented  than  any 
other  ;  which  four  qualities  are 
precifely  thofe  which  are  moft  pro¬ 
per  for  finging. 

The  Italians  pretend,  that  our 
[the  French]  melody  is  flat  and 
void  of  tune  ;  all  other  nations  alfo 
unanimoufly  confirm  their  judg¬ 
ment  in  this  particular  p.  On  our 

part. 


*  There  are  not  perhaps  four  French  fymphonifts  in  Paris  who  know  the  dif¬ 
ference  between  piano  and  do  Ice  ]  and  indeed  it  would  be  unneceflary  for  them 
fo  to  do  5  for  which  of  them  would  be  capable  of  executing  it  ? 

•f-  Not  that  there  are  not  1’ome  very  good  violin-players  in  the  orcheftra  at  the 
opera  :  on  the  contrary,  they  are  almoft  all  l'uch,  taken  feparately,  and  when 
they  do  not  pretend  to  play  in  concert. 

I  There  was  a  time,  fays  ray  lord  Shaftefbury,  when  the  cuftorn  of  fpenking 
French  had  brought  French  mufic  alfo  into  fa  ft;  ion  among  us  [the  Englifh],  Eu< 

O  3  th« 
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part,  we  accufe  theirs  of  being  ca¬ 
pricious  and  barbarous  *.  I  had 
much  rather  believe  that  one  or 
the  other  were  miftaken,  than  be 
reduced  to  the  neceffity  of  faying, 
that,  in  a  country  where  arts  and 
fciences  in  general  are  arrived  to  an 
high  degree  of  perfe&ion,  that  of 
inufic  is  as  yet  unknown. 

The  leaft  partial  among  us  f 
contented  themfelves  with  faying, 
that,  both  the  Italian  and  French 
mufic  were  good,  in  their  kind, 
and  in  their  own  language  :  but, 
befides  that' other  nations  did  not 
fubfcribe  to  this  companion,  it  Hill 
remained  to  determine  which  of 
the  two  languages  was  the  beft 
adapted  to  mufic  in  itfelf.  This  is 
a  queftion  which  was  much  agi¬ 
tated  in  France,  but  will  never  be 
fo  elfe where  ;  a  queftion  which  can 
only  be  decided  by  an  ear  that  is 
perfedily  neuter,  and  which,  of 
courfe,  becomes  daily  more  diffi¬ 
cult  of  folution  in  the  only  country 
where  the  objedt  of  it  can  be  pro¬ 
blematical.  I  have  made  fome  ex¬ 
periments  on  this  fubjedl,  which 
every  one  may  repeat  after  me,  and 
which  appear  to  ferve  as  a  folution 
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of  it,  at  leaft,  with  regard  to  me¬ 
lody  ;  to  which  alone  the  whole 
difpute  is  in  a  manner  reducible. 

I  took  fome  of  the  moft  celebrat¬ 
ed  airs  in  both  kinds  of  rnuftc  5 
and  diverting  the  one  of  its  trills 
and  perpetual  cadences  ;  the  other 
of  the  under  notes,  which  the  corn- 
pofitor  does  not  take  the  trouble  to 
write,  but  leaves  to  the  judgment  of 
the  finger  J.  I  folfa’d  them  exadtiy 
by  note,  without  any  ornament, 
and  without  adding  any  thing  to  the 
fenfe  or  connection  of  the  phrafe, 
I  will  not  tell  you  the  eftedt  which 
the  refult  of  this  companfon  had  on 
my  own  mind,  ‘  becaufe  I  ought  to 
exhibit  my  reafons,  and  not  to 
impofe  my  authority.  I  will  only 
give  you  an  account  of  the  method 
I  took  to  determine,  fo  that,  if 
you  think  it  a  good  one,  you  may 
take  the  fame  to  convince  your- 
felf.  I  rauft  caution  you,  however, 
that  this  experiment  requires  more 
precautions  than  may  at  firft  ap¬ 
pear  neceflary. 

The  firft  and  moft  difficult  of  all, 
is  to  be  impartial  and  equitable  in 
your  choice  and  judgment.  The 
fecond  is,  that  in  order  to  make 


the  Italian,  exhibiting  fomething  more  agreeable  to  nature,  prefently  difgufted 
us  with  the  other,  and  made  us  perceive  it  to  be  as  heavy,  flat,  and  infipid,  as 
it  is  in  fadl. 

*  Itfeems  thefe  reproaches  are  much  lefts  violent  fince  the  Italian  mulic  hath 
been  heard  among  us.  Thus  it  is  that  this  admirable  mulic  need  only  (hew 
Itfelf  what  it  is,  to  juftify  itfelf  againft  every  thing  that  is  advanced  againft  it. 

b  Many  perfons  condemn  the  totai  exclufion  which  the  connoiffeurs  in  mufic 
give,  without  hefitatien,  to  the  French  mufic.  Thefe  conciliating  moderators 
would  have  no  exclusive  tafte  ,  juft  as  if  the  love  of  what  is  good  muft  neceiTariiy 
work  fome  regard  for  what  is  bad. 

X  This  method  was  very  much  in  favour  of  the  French  mufic  ;  for  the  under 
notes  in  the  Italian  are  no  lefs  effential  to  the  melody,  than  thofe  which  are 
written  down.  The  point  is  lefs  what  is  written,  than  what  ought  to  be  fung  : 
and  indeed  this  manner  of  writing  notes  ought  to  pafs  for  a  kind  of  abbreviation, 
"whereas  the  cadences  and  trills  in  the  French  mufic  are  requifite,  if  you  will,  to 
the  tafte,  but  are  by  no  means  effential  to  the  melody  :  they  aie  a  kind  of  paint, 
which  ferves  to  hide  its  deformity,  without  removing  it,  and  which  ferves  only 
to  *"euder  it  the  more  ridiculous  to  the  ears  of  good  judges. 
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this  experiment,  it  is  neceffary  for 
you  to  be  equally  acquainted  with 
both  Files  ;  otherwife  that  which 
fhould  happen  to  be  moil  familiar, 
would  perpetually  prefent  itfelf  to 
the  mind,  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
other.  Nor  is  this  fecond  condition 
lefs  difficult  than  the  firft  :  for 
among  thofe  who  are  acquainted 
with  both  kinds  of  mufic,  there 
is  no  hefitation  of  choice  ;  and  it 
is  eafy  to  perceive  by  the  ridicu¬ 
lous  arguments  of  thofe  who  write 

o  0 

againil  the  Italian  mufic,  how  little 
knowledge  they  have  of  that,  or 
indeed  the  art  in  general. 

Add  to  this,  that  it  is  very  effen- 
tial  to  proceed  in  exaft  time  ;  but 
I  forefee  that  this  caution,  though 
fuperfluous  in  any  other  country, 
would  be  ufeful  in  this,  and  that 
this  omiffion  alone  neceffariiy  car¬ 
ries  with  it  an  incompetency  of 
judgment. 

Taking  all  thefe  precautions,  the 
character  of  each  kind  of  mufic 
cannot  fail  of  declaring  itfelf ; 
when  it  would  be  difficult  not  to 
clothe  the  paffages  with  thofe  ideas 
which  agree  with  them  ;  and  in¬ 
deed  not  to  add,  at  lead  mentally, 
thofe  turns  and  ornaments,  which 
may  be  refufed  them  in  fmging. 
We  ffiould  not  red  the  matter,  alfo, 
upon  a  fingle  experiment  ;  for  one 
air  may  pleafe  more  than  another, 
without  determining  the  preference 
of  the  kind  of  mufic  ;  nor  is  it 
without  a  great  number  of  trials 
that  a  reafonable  judgment  is  to  be 
formed.  Befides,  in  taking  away 
the  words,  we  take  away  the  moll 
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important  part  of  the  melody, 
which  is  expreffion  ;  fo  that  all  tliat 
can  be  determined,  is,  whether  the 
modulation  be  good,  and  the  tone 
natural  and  beautiful.  All  this 
lhews  how  difficult  it  is  to  take 
fufficient  precautions  againft  pre- 
poffeffions,  and  how  far  reafon  is 
necelTary  to  qualify  us  to  judge 
properly  in  matters  of  take. 

I  made  another  trial,  which  re¬ 
quires  lefs  precaution,  and  will  yet 
appear  probably  more  decifive.  I 
gave  to  fome  Italian  rnuheians  the 
finefl  airs  of  Lulli,  and  to  fome 
French  ones  the  feleft  airs  of  Leo 
and  Pergolefe,  and  I  remarked, 
that  though  the  latter  were  very 
far  from  entering  into  the  true  take 
of  thefe  pieces,  they  were  fenlible 
neverthelefs  of  their  melody,  and 
made  out  of  them,  in  their  manner, 
agreeable  and  tuneful  paffages.  But 
the  Italians  folfa’d  our  molt  pa¬ 
thetic  airs,  without  difeovering 
either  paffage  or  tune:  they  found 
no  mufic  at  all  in  them,  but  favv 
only  a  fucceffion  of  notes  placed 
without  choice  or  defign ;  they 
lung  them  indeed  exactly  as  you 
would  read  Arabic  words  written 
in  French  chara&ers*. 

My  third  experiment  was  this : 
I  had  an  opportunity  of  feeing  at 
Venice,  an  Armenian,  a  man  of 
underilanding,  who  had  never  be¬ 
fore  heard  any  mufic ;  and  to  whom 
were  exhibited  in  the  fame  concert, 
a  French  piece,  which  began  with 
thefe  word, 

Temple  facre,  fejour  tranquille : 


*  Our  muficians  pretend  to  deduce  a  great  advantage  from  this  difference. 
We  can  execute  the  Italian  mufic,  fay  they,  with  their  ufual  vanity,  and  the 
Italians  cannot  execute  ours ;  therefore  our  mufic  is  better  than  theirs.  They 
do  not  fee  that  they  ought  to  deduce  a  confequence  dire&ly  contrary  j  and  fay, 
Therefore  the  Italians  have  a  melody  and  we  have  none. 
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and  an  air  of  Galuppi's,  which  be¬ 
gins  thus  ; 

Voi  che  larsgoite  fenza  fperanza. 

Both  the  one  and  the  other  were 
fung,  very  indifferently  for  a 
Frenchman,  and  badly  for  an  Ita¬ 
lian,  by  a  man  accuftcmed  foie ly  to 
French  mufic,  and  at  that  time  an 
enthuiiaft  for  Rameau.  I  obferved 
that  my  Armenian,  during  the 
French  fong,  expreffed  much  more 
farprife  than  pleafure:  but  every 
body  took  notice  that  his  counte¬ 
nance  and  eyes  brightened  up,  and 
that  he  was  inftantiy  affedled  with 
the  very  firft  notes  of  the  Italian. 
He  appeared  indeed  enchanted,  and 
gave  himfelf  up  entirely  to  the  im- 
preffions  of  the  mufic;  the  fimple 
founds,  for  he  underftood  hardly 
any  thing  of  the  language,  giving 
him  an  evident  delight.  From  that 
time  he  would  never  liften  to  a 
French  air. 

But  without  going  abroad  for  ex¬ 
amples,  have  we  not  many  perfons 
among  ourfelves ;  who  being  ac¬ 
quainted  only  with  our  own  operas, 
really  conceived  they  had  no  man¬ 
ner  of  tafte  for  Tinging,  and  were 
undeceived  only  by  the  Italian  in¬ 
terludes.  They  imagined  they  did 
not  love  mufic,  for  the  very  reafoa 
that  proved  they  liked  only  that 
which  was  really  fuch. 


I  mult  confefs  that  fo  many  fa£ls 
made  me  doubt  of  the  exigence  of 
French  melody  ;  and  rai fed  a  fuf- 
picion  that  it  was  only  a  kind  of 
modulated  full  chorus,  that  had 
nothing  in  it  agreeable  of  itfelf; 
pleafing  only  by  the  help  of  certain 
adventitious  and  arbitrary  orna¬ 
ments,  and  to  fuch  only  as  were 
prepoffeffed  in  its  favour.  For  we 
find  that  our  mufic  is  hardly  fuppor- 
table  even  to  our  own  ears,  when 
it  is  executed  by  indifferent  voices, 
who  cannot  make  the  moft  of  it. 
It  requires  a  Fel  and  a  jeliotte  to 
fing  French  mufic  :  but  every  voice 
is  good  for  the  Italian  ;  becaufe  the 
beauties  of  the  latter  are  in  the 
mufic  itfelf,  whereas  thofe  of  the 
French,  if  it  has  any,  depend  all 
on  the  abilities  of  the  finger*. 

1  here  are  three  things  which  to 
me  appear  to  concur  in  the  perfec¬ 
tion  of  Italian  inelodv.  The  firft 

^  v 

is  the  fvveetnefs  of  the  language; 
which  making  all  its  inflections 
eafy,  leaves  the  genius  of  the  muT 
fician  at  liberty  to  make  a  more 
exquifite  choice,  to  give  a  greater 
variety  to  his  combinations  ;  and 
afilgn  to  every  aCtor  a  particular 
turn,  io  that  each  may  have  his 
own  peculiar  manner  to  diftinguifh 
him  from  the  reft. 

Thefecond  is  the  boldnefs  of  the 
modulations,  which,  although  lefs 
fervilely  prepared  than  ours,  are 


*  It  is  an  error  to  imagine  that  the  Itahan  fingers  have,  in  general,  lefs  voice 
than  the  French  :  on  the  contrary,  it  is  neceffary  that  they  fhould  have  ftronger 
lungs,  and  be  more  harmonious,  to  make  them  (elves  heard  throughout  the  fipaci- 
ous  theatres  of  Italy,  without  flopping  to  manage  the  voice,  as  the  Italian  mu¬ 
fic  requires.  T.  he  french  long  requires  the  utmoft  effedl  of  the  lungs,  and  the 
whole  extent  of  the  voice.  Stronger,  louder,  cry  pur  finging-mafters,  fend 
forth  the  founds,  open  the  mouth,  give  out  all  your  voice.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  Italian  mailers  fay,  fofter,  force  nothing,  hng  eafy  ;  let  your  notes  be  fioft 
and  flowing  ;  refierve  the  loud  exertions  for  thofe  rare  occafions  when  it  is  ne¬ 
ceffary  to  ftrike  and  amaze.  Now,  it  appears  to  me,  that  if  people  mud  make 
themieives  heard,  thofe  have  the  ftrongeft  voice,  who  can  do  it  without  being* 
tender  the  neceftlty  of  {creaming. 

rendered 


201 


For  the  Y  E 

rendered  more  agreeable  in  being 
rendered  more  fenfible,  and  with¬ 
out  giving  any  harfhnefs  to  the 
fong,  add  a  lively  energy  to  the 
expreftion.  It  is  by  means  of  this 
the  mufician,  palling  fuddenly  from 
one  key  or  mode  to  another,  and 
fupprefling,  when  neceffary,  the  in¬ 
termediate  and  pedantic  traditions, 
is  capable  of  exprefting  thofe  re- 
ferves,  interruptions,  and  paren- 
thefes,  which  are  the  language 
of  the  impetuous  paftions  ;  and 
which  the  glowing  Metaftafio, 
Porpora,  Galupp*,  Cocchi,  Ju- 
mella,  Perez,  and  Terra-Deglia 
have  fo  often  and  fo  fuccefsiully 
employed  ;  while  our  lyric  poets 
know  juft  as,  little  of  them  as  our 
muficians. 

The  third  advantage,  and  that 
which  gives  to  melody  its  greateil 
effedt,  is  the  extreme  exadtnefs  o.f 
time  which  is  obfervable  in  the 
graveft  as  well  as  the  livelieft  move¬ 
ments  :  an  exadtnefs  which  renders 
the  fmging  animated  and  intereft- 
ing,  the  accompany  merits  lively 
and  flowing,  which  really  multi¬ 
plies  the  tunes,  bv  making  in  one 
combination  of  founds  as  many 
.different  melodies  as  there  are  me¬ 
thods  of  fc’anning  them  :  an  exadt- 
refs  which  conveys  every  image  to 
the  underftanding  ;  which  furnifhes 
the  mufician  with  the  means  of 
giving  to  words  all  imaginable 
characters,  many  of  which  we  have 
no  idea  of,  and  which  renders  the 
movements  proper  to  exprefs  all 
thofe  charadfers,  or  a  fingle  move¬ 
ment  proper  to  contrail:  and  change 
the  charadler  at  the  pleafure  of  the 
compofer. 


A  K  1767. 

tfhe  hijhry  of  Nonfenfe. 

A-|-A  HERE  is  no  race  of  people 
that  has  been  more  confpi- 
cuous,  in  almoft  every  relation  of 
life,  than  the  illuftrious  family  of 
Nonfenfe.  In  every  age  of  the 
world  they  have  (horse  forth  with 
uncommon  luftre,  and  have  made 
a  wonderful  progrefs  in  all  the  arts 
and  fciences.  They  have,  at  dif¬ 
ferent  feafons,  delivered  fpeeches 
from  the  throne,  harangued  at  the 
bar,  debated  in  parliament,  and 
gone  amazing  lengths  in  philoso¬ 
phical  enquires  and  metaphyfical 
difquifitions. 

In  a  word,  the  whole  hiftory  of 
the  world,  moral  and  political,  is 
but  a  Cyclopaedia  of  Nonfenfe.  For 
which  reafon,  confiderinp-  the  dig- 
nity  and  importance  of  the  family, 
and  the  infinite  fervice  it  has  been 
of  to  me  and  many  of  my  contem¬ 
poraries,  l  have  relolved  to  oblige 
the  public  with  a  kind  of  abftradt 
of  the  hiftory  of  Nonfenfe. 

Nonfenfe  was  the  daughter  of 
ignorance,  begot  on  falfhood,  many 
years  ago,  in  a  dark  cavern  in 
Boeti3.  As  ffie  grew  up,  (lie  in¬ 
herited  all  the  qualities  of  her  pa¬ 
rents  ;  ihe  difcovered  too  warm  a 
genius  to  require  being  lent  to 
ichool  ;  but,  while  other  dull  brats 
were  poring  over  an  horn-book, 
(he  amufed  herfeif  with  fpreading 
fantaftical  lies,  taught  her  by  her 
mamma,  and  which  have,  in  latter 
ages,  been  familiarly  known  to  us 
under  the  names  of  (ham,  banter, 
and  humbug. 

When  (he  grew  up,  (lie  received 
the  addreffes,  and  foon  became  the 
wife,  of  impudence.  Who  he  was, 
or  of  what  profeflion,  is  uncertain  : 
fome  fay  he  was  the  fon  of  igno¬ 
rance  by  another  venter,  and  was 
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Offered  to  become  the  hulband  of 
nonfenfe  in  thofe  dark  ages  of  the 
world,  as  the  Ptolemies  of  Egypt 
married  their  own  fillers.  Some 
record,  that  he  was  in  the  army  ; 
others,  that  he  was  an  interpreter 
of  the  laws  ;  and  others,  a  divine. 
However  this  was,  nonfenfe  and 
impudence  were  foon  infeparably 
united  to  each  other,  and  became 
the  founders  of  a  more  noble,  and 
numerous  family  than  any  yet  pre- 
ferved  on  any  tree  of  defcent  what- 
foever;  ot  which  ingenious  devife 
they  were  faid  to  have  been  the  fir  ft 
inventors. 

It  is  my  chief  intent,  at  prefent, 
to  record  the  great  exploits  of  that 
branch  of  the  family,  who  have 
made  themlelves  remarkable  in 
England,  though  they  began  to 
fignalize  themlelves  very  early,  and 
are  Hill  very  fiourilhing  in  moll 
parts  of  the  world.  Many  of  them 
were  Egyptian  priefts  four  thoufand 
years  ago,  and  told  the  people, 
that  it  was  religion*  to  worfhip 
dogs,  monkeys,  and  green  leeks  ; 
and  their  defendants  prevailed  on 
the  Greeks  and  Romans  to  build 
temples  in  honour  of  fuppofed 
deities,  who  were,  in  their  own 
ellimation  of  them,  whores  and 
whore-mongers,  pickpockets  and 
drunkards. 

Others  rofe  up  fome  ages  after  in 
Turkey,  and  perfuaded  the  people 
to  embrace  the  dofbine  of  blood- 
ihed  and  the  fword,  in  the  name  of 
the  moll  merciful  God.  And  others 
have  mani felled  their  lineal  defcent 
from  nonfenfe  and  impudence,  by 
affirming  that  there  is  no  God  at 
all.  There  were  alfo  among  them 
many  ihreWd  philofopbers  :  fome 
of  whom,  though  they  were  racked 
with  a  fit  of  the  Hone,  or  laid  up 
with  a  gouty  toe,  declared  that 
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they  felt  not  the  lead:  degree  of 
pain  :  and  others  would  not  trull 
their  own  eyes ;  but,  when  they 
faw  an  horfe  or  a  dog,  could  not 
tell  whether  it  was  not  a  chair  or 
a  table,  and  even  made  a  doubt  of 
their  own  exiftence. 

We  have  no  certain  account  of 
the  progrefs  of  nonfenfe  here  in 
England,  till  after  the  reformation. 
All  we  hear  of  her  and  her  progeny 
before  that  period  of  time  is,  that 
they  led  a  lazy  life  among  the  monks 
in  cloy  Hers  and  convents,  dreaming 
over  old  legends  of  faints,  drawing 
up  breviaries  and  mafs-books,  and 
bringing  together  fome  barbarous 
Latin  verfes  in  rhime. 

In  the  days  of  queen  Elizabeth, 
fo  little  encouragement  was  given 
to  her  family,  that  it  feemed  to 
have  been  almoll  extinct;  but,  in 
the  fucceeding  reign,  it  flourifhed 
again,  and  filled  the  moll  confider- 
able  offices  in  the  nation. 

Nonfenfe  became  a  great  favour¬ 
ite  at  court,  where  fhe  was  highly 
careffed  on  account  of  her  wit, 
which  confided  in  puns  and  quib¬ 
bles  ;  and  the  bonny  monarch  him- 
felf  was  thought  to  take  a  more 
than  ordinary  delight  in  her  con- 
verfation.  At  this  time  many  of 
her  progeny  took  orders,  and  got 
themfelves  preferred  to  the  bed 
livings,  by  turning  the  evangeliils 
into  punllers,  and  making  St.  Paul 
quibble  from  the  pulpit.  Among 
the  reft  there  was  a  bifhop,  a  fa¬ 
vourite  fon  of  nonfenfe,  of  whom 
it  is  particularly  recorded,  that  he 
ufed  to  tickle  his  courtly  audience, 
by  telling  them  that  matrimony 
was  become  a  matter  of  money, 
with  many  other  right  reverend  jelts 
recorded  by  Joe  Miller. 

Several  brothers  of  this  family 
were  likewife  bred  to  the  bar,  and 

very 
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very  gravely  harangued  againfi  old 
women  fucked  by  devils  in  the  lhape 
of  ram-cats,  & c. 

As  an  inftance  of  their  profound 
wifdom  and  fagacity,  I  need  only 
mention  that  juft  and  truly  pious 
a£t  of  parliament  made  againlt  the 
crying  fin  of  witchcraft,  i  Jac.  I. 
chap.  12.  “  Such  as  fhn.ll  uie  in¬ 

vocation  or  conjuration  of  any  evil 
fpirit,  or  fhall  confult,  covenant 
with,  entertain,  employ,  fee,  or 
reward,  any  evil  fpirit,  to  any  in¬ 
tent,  or  take  up  any  dead  perfon, 
or  part  thereof,  to  be  ufed  in  witch¬ 
craft,  or  have  ufed  any  of  the  faid 
arts,  whereby  any  perfon  fhall  be 
killed,  confumed,  or  lamed  in  his 
or  her  body,  they,  together  with 
their  acceffories  before  thefadl,  fhall 
fufrer  as  felons,  without  benefit  of 
clergy.” 

In  the  troublefome  times  of  king 
Charles  the  Firll,  nonfenfe  and  her 
family  fided  with  the  parliament, 
Thefe  fet  ud  new  fedls  in  religion  : 
fome  of  them  cropped  their  nair 
Ihort,  and  called  themfelves  the 
enlightened  ;  fome  fell  into  trances, 
and  pretended  to  fee  holy  vifions; 
while  others  got  into  tubs,  and 
held  forth,  with  many  whinings 
and  groans,  and  fnufHing  through 
the  nofe. 

In  the  merry  days  of  king  Charles 
the  Second,  nonfenfe  affumed  a  more 
gay  and  libertine  air;  and  her  pro¬ 
geny,  from  fanatics,  became  down¬ 
right  infidels.  Several  courtiers  of 
the  family  wrote  lewd  plays,  as  well 
as  lufcious  love-fongs,  and  other 
loofe  verfes,  which  were  colledled 
together,  and  greedily  bought  up 
in  mi  feel  lan ies. 

In  the  fucceeding  reign,  fome  of 
the  kindred,  who  had  received  their 
education  at  St.  Omers,  thought 
themfelves  on  the  point  of  eflablilh- 


ing  nonfenfe  in  church  and  ftate, 
and  were  preparing  to  make  bon¬ 
fires  on  the  occafion  in  Smithfleld, 
when  they  were  obliged  to  leave 
the  kingdom. 

Since  the  revolution,  the  field  of 
politics  has  afforded  large  fcope  for 
nonfenfe  and  her  family  to  make 
themfelves  remarkable.  Hence  a- 
rofe  the  various  feds  in  party,  dif- 
tinguifhe'd  by  the  name  of  whig 
and  tory,  minifterial  and  Jacobite, 
Sunderlandians,  Oxfordians,  Go_ 
dolphinians,  Boiingbrokians,  Wal- 
polians,  Pelhamians,  Sec.  Sec.  Sec. 
names  Which  have  kindled  as  hot  a 
war  in  pamphlets  and  jo/urnais,  as 
the  Guelphs  and  Gibihnes  in  Italy, 
or  the  Big  and  Little  Endians  in  the 
kingdom  of  Lilliput, 

I  have  here  endeavoured  to  give 
a  fhort  abridgment  of  the  hificry 
of  nonfenfe  ;  though  a  very  fmall 
part  of  the  exploits  of  the  family 
can  be  included  in  fo  compendious 
a  chronicle.  Some  of  them  were 
very  deep  fcholars,  and  filled  the 
profeffors  chairs  at  the  univerlities. 
They  compofed  many  elaborate  dif- 
fertations,  to  convince  the  world, 
that  two  and  two  make  four  ;  and 
difeovered,  by  dint  of  fyllbgifm, 
that  white  is  not  black.  Their  in¬ 
quiries  in  natural  philofophy  were 
no  lefs  extraordinary  ;  many  fpenr 
their  lives  and  their  fortunes  in  at¬ 
tempting  to  difeover  a  wonderful 
ftone,  that  fhould  turn  every  bafer 
metal  into  gold  ;  and  others  em¬ 
ployed  themfelves  in  making  arti¬ 
ficial  wings,  by  the  help  of  which 
they  fhould  fly  up  into  the  world 
of  the  moon.  Another  branch  of 
the  family  took  to  the  Belles  Let- 
tres,  and  were  the  original  found¬ 
ers  of  the  learned  fociety  of  Grub- 
lbeet. 

Never  was  any  aera,  in  the  annals 
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of  nonfenfe,  more  illuftrious  than 
the  prefent ;  nor  did  that  noble  fa¬ 
mily  more  fignally  diflinguifh  itfelf 
in  every  occupation. 

In  oratory,  who  are  greater  pro¬ 
ficients  than  the  progeny  of  non¬ 
fenfe  ?  Witnefs  many  long  and  elo¬ 
quent  fpeeches  delivered  in  St. 
Stephen’s  chapel,  in  Weftminfter- 
hall,  the  aflizes  and  quarter-feffions, 
at  Clare-market,  and  the  Robin- 
Hood. 

In  philofophy,  what  marvellous 
things  have  not  been  proved  by 
nonfenfe  l  the  fcme-time-profefibr 
of  aftronomy  at  Grelham  college 
file  wed  Sir  Ifaac  Newton  to  be  a 
mere  afs,  and  wire-drawed  the 
books  of  Mofes  into  a  complete 
i'yftem  of  natural  philofophy:  life¬ 
guard-men  have,  with  the  utrooffc 
certainty  of  nonfenfe,  foretold  earth¬ 
quakes  ;  and  others  have  penned 
curious  e flays  on  air-quakes,  wa¬ 
ter-quakes,  and  comets. 

In  politics,  how  fuccefsfully  have 
the  fons  of  nonfenfe  bandied  about 
the  terms  of  court  and  country  ? 
how  wifely  have  they  debated  up¬ 
on  taxes  ?  and  with  what  amazing 
penetration  did  they  but  lately  fcre- 
iee  an  invafion  e 

In  religion,  their  domain  is  par¬ 
ticularly  extenflve  :  for,  though 
nonfenfe  is  excluded,  at  lead  from 
the  firft  part  of  the  fervice  in  all 
regular  churches,  yet,  flie  often  oc¬ 
cupies  the  whole  ceremony  at  the 
tabernacle  and  foundery  in  Moor- 
flelds,  and  the  chapel  at  Long- 
acre.  But  for  the  credit  of  fo 
polite  an  age,  be  it  known,  that 
the  children  of  nonfenfe,  who  are 
many  of  them  people  of  fafhion, 
are  as  often  feen  at  the  play-houfe 
as  at  church  :  and,  it  is  fomething 
ilrange,  that  the  family  of  nonfenfe 
is  now  divided  againft  itfelf,  and 
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in  high  conteft  about  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  their  favourite  amufement 
— the  opera. 


E  he  writer  of  the  following  letters 
was  in  England  fome  years  ago  : 
though  a  f  ranger  and  friendlefs , 
he  was  patronised  and  protected 
by  ihe  generous  nobleman  to  whom 
his  firjt  letter  is  dire  died ;  his  no¬ 
ble  patron  recommended  him  to  the 
late  Duke  of  Cumberland ,  who 
fent  him  to  the  royal  academy  at 
Woolwich ,  where  he  continued  a 
confderable  time ,  and  was  re¬ 
markable  for  the  diligent  attention 
he  paid  to  his  military  fudies. 
Ele  afterwards  ferved  as  a  volun¬ 
teer  in  our  army  in  Germany  ;  be¬ 
haved  with  great  fpirit  y  and  was 
much  efieemedy  as  well  by  the 
Hanoverians  and  HeJJians  as  by  the 
Englijh  generals  ;  from  thence  he 
went  hy  land ,  making  RuJJia  his 
way  to  Georgia ,  with  an  intention 
to  make  his  military  acquiftions 
ufeful  to  the  celebrated  prince  He- 
racliusy  whom  he  confidered  as  his 
Jovereign . 

Copy  of  the  firfl  letter  of  Emin  to  the 
then  E.  now  D.  of  N> - -  d. 

My  Lord, 

Prefent  you  the  fpecimen  of  my 
writing  I  promifed.  It  is  too 
bold,  I  am  afraid,  to  make  myfelf 
the  fubjedl,  when  I  write  for  your 
lordfhip  ;  but  forgive,  my  lord, 
the  language  of  a  flranger :  I 
have  been  in  too  low  condition  to 
know  how  to  write  proper  to 
your  lordfhip  ;  but  you  fpeak  to 
me  more  kind  and  humble  than 
mean  people  ;  fo  I  am  encouraged. 
—  I  have  very  good  deflgns,  and 

I  have 
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i|t  have  fufferea  very  much  hard- 
Ihips  for  them.  i  think  your 
kordfhip  will  not  defpife  a  perfon 
in  a  mean  condition,  for  think¬ 
ing  of  fomething  more  chan  live¬ 
lihood  ;  I  have  with  a  good  will 
jthrown  behind  me  a  very  eafy  live- 
jlihood  for  this  condition,  mean 
as  it  is  ;  and  I  am  not  troubled, 
if  I  can  carry  my  point  at  laft. 
>As  long  as  1  can  remember  my 
own  family,  and  I  remember  my 
great  grandfathers,  they  have  been 
•always  foldiers,  and  always  did 
remember  Chrift,  though  they 
i  were  torn  out  of  their  country  of 
: Armenia  by  Shaw  Abbas,  and 
planted  in  Hamadan.  After  their 
i  captivity  they  were  foldiers  like- 
wife.  Two  of  my  uncles  did 
fpill  their  blood  in  the  fervice  of 
Kouly  Kan  :  my  father  was  his 
Have  for  many  years  ;  but  he  was 
at  laft  forced  to  fly  into  India, 
becaufe  this  tyrant  had  fharpened 
his  battle-axe  againft  his  own  ar¬ 
my,  more  than  upon  his  enemies. 
Soon  after  my  father  fent  for  me 
to  Calcutta  in  Bengal,  where  he 
is  a  merchant.  There  I  faw  the 
fort  of  Europeans,  and  the  fol¬ 
diers  exercife,  and  the  flapping, 
and  that  they  were  dexterous  and 
perfect  in  all  things.  Then  I 
grieved  within  myfelf  for  my  re¬ 
ligion  and  my  country,  that  we 
were  in  flavery  and  ignorance, 
like  Jews,  vagabonds  over  the 
earth;  and  I  fpoke  to  my  father 
upon  all  this  ;  becaufe  our  fa¬ 
thers  did  not  fight  for  their  coun¬ 
try  ;  but  I  underftood  that  the  Ar¬ 
menians  in  the  mountains  were 
free,  and  handled  arms  from  their 
childhood  j  and  that  thofe  under 
Patriarch,  who  are  fubjefl  to  the 
Turks  and  Perfians,  did  not  want 
courage  ;  but  they  are  all  igno¬ 
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rant,  and  fight  only  with  a  wild 
and  natural  flercenefs  and  fo  they 
have  no  order,  and  do  nothing 
but  like  robbers.  And  I  refolved 
I  would  go  to  Europe  to  learn 
art  military,  and  other  fciences  to 
affift  that  art  ;  and  I  was  fure  that 
if  I  could  go  into  Armenia,  like 
European  officer,  I  may  be  ufefui 
at  laft  in  fome  degree  to  my  coun¬ 
try  ;  but  my  father  did  not  Iiften 
to  me,  for  God  did  not  give  him 
underftanding  in  thefe  things.  I 
could  not  bear  to  live  like  a  beaft, 
eating  and  drinking,  without  li¬ 
berty  or  knowledge  :  « —  I  went  to 
captain  Fox,  of  the  fhip  Wal¬ 
pole,  and  killed  his  feet  hundred 
times,  to  let  me  work  for  my  paf- 
fage  to  Europe,  before  he  would 
bend  to  me ;  but  he  did  at  laft 
admit  me  ;  and  I  came  to  Eng¬ 
land  with  much  labour;  but  it  did 
not  grieve  me  when  I  thought  of 
my  country  ;  I  entered  myfelf  with 
my  little  money  into  Mr.  Mid¬ 
dleton’s  academy  :  I  had  the  ho¬ 
nour  to  tell  your  lordfhip  fo  be¬ 
fore  :  I  was  firft  a  fcholar,  and, 
when  my  money  was  gone,  I  was 
a  fervant  there  for  my  learning; 
but  he  was  broke,  and  I  loft  eve¬ 
ry  thing.  I  went  into  the  ftreet 
to  work  for  my  bread,  for  I  could 
not  bear  to  go  about  vaging  a 
tail  at  people’s  doors  for  a  bit  of 
meat.  I  will  not  grieve  your 
lordfhip  with  the  mifery  which  I 
wen*  through  ;  I  do  not  want  to 
be  pitied.  I  got  fervice  at  laft  as  a 
porter  with  one  Mr.  Robarts,  a  gro¬ 
cer  in  the  city  :  in  this  time  I  car¬ 
ried  fometimes  burthens  of  near  two 
hundred  weight  upon  my  back  and 
paid  out  of  my  wages  to  learn 
fome  geometry,  and  to  compleat 
myfelf  in  writing,  and  juft  to  be¬ 
gin  a  little  French  ;  but  becaufe 

my 
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my  lord,  I  almoft  ftarved  myfelf 
to  pay  for  this,  and  carried  bur¬ 
thens  more  than  my  ftrength,  I 
hurted  rnyfelf  fo  that  I  could  not 
work  any  longer  ;  fo  that  I  was 
in  defpair,  and  not  care  what  be¬ 
come  of  me  :  but  a  friend  put  me 
to  write  with  one  Mr.  Webfter,  an 
attorney  in  Cheaplide,  which  for 
a  little  time  pot  bread  :  but  I  was 
refolved,  in  defpair,,  to  go  again 
to  India,  becaufe  nobody  would 
put  out  his  hand  to  help  me  to 
learn  ;  and  my  uncle  fent  60  pounds 
to  governor  Davis  to  carry  me 
back.  I  am  afraid  I  am  too  trou- 
blefome  in  my  accounts  to  your 
lordlhip  ;  but  we  people  of  Afia 
cannot  fay  little  in  a  great  deal, 
like  fcholars.  Now  I  met  by 
chance  fome  gentlemen  who  en¬ 
couraged  me,  and  gave  me  books 
to  read,  and  advifed  me  to  kifs 
colonel  Dingley’s  hands,  and  flew 
my  bufinefs  to  him.  He  was  a 
brave  foldier,  took  me  by  the 
hand,  fpoke  to  his  own  ferjeant, 
an  honeit  man,  to  teach  me  ma¬ 
nual  exercife,  and  gave  me  Bland’s 
Military  Difcipline,  and  promifed 
to  help  me  to  learn  gunnery  and 
fortification  ;  but  I  was  again  un¬ 
fortuned  ;  for,  when  light  juft 
began  to  come  to  my  eyes,  he 
died,  and  T  was  like  before,  ex¬ 
cept  that  I  knew  a  little  of  ma¬ 
nual  exercife,  and  read  fome  of 
the  Roman  hiftory  ;  could  learn 
no  more  nor  live.  I  was  broke 
to  pieces,  and  bowed  my  neck  to 
governor  Davis,  to  go  over  to  my 
friends,  without  doing  any  of 
thefe  things  I  fufFered  for.  I  am 
in  this  net  at  prefent;  but  lam 
happier  than  all  mankind,  if  I  can 
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meet  any  great  man  who  can  pre¬ 
vail  upon  governor  Davis  to  allow' 
me  fomething  out  of  the  money 
he  has  only  upon  condition  that 
I  return  to  blindnefs  once  again  ; 
that  1  may  go  through  evolutions 
with  the  recruits,  and  learn  gun¬ 
nery  and  fortification,  and  if  there 
is  war,  to  go  one  year  as  a  volun¬ 
teer.  If  governor  Davis  writes, 
that  I  have  great  man  here  my 
prote&or,  my  father,  who  looks 
upon  me  as  a  perfon  run  away 
and  forfaken,  will  make  me  an  al¬ 
lowance  to  learn.  If  I  could  clear 
my  own  eyes,  and  ferve  my  coun¬ 
try  and  my  religion,  that  is  trod 
under  the  foot  of  Mufalman,  I 
would  go  through  all  fiavery  and 
danger  with  a  glad  heart;  but  if 
I  muft  return,  after  four  years 
fiavery  and  mifery,  *to  the  fame 
ignorance,  without  doing  any 
good,  would  break  my  heart,  my 
lord,  in  the  end.  I  beg  pardon, 

I  have  experience  of  your  lord- 
fhip’s  goodnefs,  elfe  I  would  not 
fay  fo  much  ;  I  would  not  receive, 
but  return  ;  and  I  want  nothing 
but  a  little  fpeaking  from  the  au¬ 
thority  of  an  Indian  governor  to 
my  friends,  I  have  always  been 
honeft:.  Thole  1  have  been  Have 
to  will  fay  I  am  honeft.  Mr.  Grey 
trufted  me. 

Here  is  a  fort  of  ftory  nothing 
but  your  ktrdlhip’s  good  nature 
can  make  tolerable.  I  am  much 
obliged  to  your  Jordfhip  for  your 
patience.  I  fhall  be  very  proud  of 
giving  your  lordlhip  all  the  proof 
in  my  power  how  much  I  am. 
See, 

jofeph  Ameeu. 


Tranf* 
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\ Tranjlation ,  from  the  Armenian ,  cf 
his  Utter  to  prince  Heraclius . 

*Tb  the  mo  ft  Jhining ,  moft  chriftian , 
Heraclius ,  of  Georgia  and 
Armenia. 

i 

My  King, 

L  L  things  that  have  been 
made,  from  the  beginning 
of  the  world  to  this  day,  are  by 
the  will  of  God,  according  to  the 
New  Teftament.  All  things  were 
made  by  Him  ;  and  without  Him 
was  not  any  thing  made  that  was 
made.  God  created  the  heaven 
and  the  earth,  the  fea  and  the 
land  ;  and  it  is  He  that  made  yon 
king  over  two  nations,  Armeni¬ 
ans  and  Georgians.  Glory  be  to 
God  the  Father  of  our  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift,  that  made  you  defender 
and  protestor  of  thofe  Chriftian 
nations,  and  of  their  faith,  who 
have  been  many  hundred  years 
under  the  hands  of  Pertian  un¬ 
believers  ;  and  being  now  deli¬ 
vered  by  the  mighty  hands  of  your 
majefty,  the  fame  God  will  alfo, 
I  hope,  deliver  thefe  Chriftians, 
who  are  under  the  hands  of  Otho- 
mans  *  for  there  is  no  difficulty  in 
the  mighty  hands  of  God  ;  and 
whofoever  truft  in  Him,  (hall  not 
be  afhamed.  It  was  He  that  de¬ 
livered  Jfrael,  bv  the  hand  of  the 
prophet  Mofes,  out  of  the  hands  of 
Pharaoh,  and  fed  them  with  man¬ 
na,  according  to  the  holy  Pfalms, 
which  faith.  Men  did  cat  the  bread 
of  angels.  May  the  lame  God 
preferve  and  ftrengthen  the  wrift 
of  your  majefty,  to  defend  us  from 
the  encroachment  of  barbarians  ! 
Amen. 

Again,  having  heard  the  fame 
of  your  majefty’s  brave  conqueft, 
by  which  you  have  po  defied  the 
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two  ancient  kingdoms  of  Armenia 
and  Georgia,  and  that  they  are  at 
prefent  under  your  majefty’s  pro¬ 
tection,  being  defirous,  from  the 
readinefs  of  my  foul,  to  offer  your 
majefty  my  fervice,  which  I  hope 
you  will  make  no  difficulty  to  ac¬ 
cept  it,  as  money  is  far  from  the 
deft  re  of  your  majefty’s  fervant, 
who  wifhes  nothing  but  to  ferve 
him  who  has  the  rule  over  his  na¬ 
tion  ;  for,  while  I  am  here,  I  want 
nothing :  I  have  a  great  friend 
here,  and  that  great  friend  is  my 
proteCtor ;  and  that  proteCtor  is 
the  fon  of  the  king  of  England. 
If  it  pleafe  your  majefty  to  inftruCt 
me  of  your  will  and  pleafure,  that 
I  may  petition  to  that  great'prince, 
in  order  to  obtain  leave  to  come 
and  to  ferve  you  as  an  European, 
officer,  according  to  my  low  abi¬ 
lities  ;  and  that  I  may  teach  your 
foldiers  to  fight  like  Europeans, 
who  are  very  well  known  to  your 
majefty,  that  with  a  few  men  they 
overcome  many. 

Your  majefty  has  heard  of  the 
German  nation,  who,  with  no 
more  than  twenty  thoufand  men, 
are  able  to  give  battle  to  a  hun¬ 
dred  thoufand  Mahometans  or 
Turks,  an  enemy  to  the  Chriftian 
nations.  I  would  alfo  acquaint 
your  majefty,  how  it  is,  or  by 
what  means,  that  the  European 
nation  are  fuch  conquerors,  and 
fo  brave  warriors.  It  is  a  rule 
among  them,  that  whoever  is 
defirous,  to  become  a  warrior, 
firft,  he  is  obliged  to  enter  himfelf 
into  the  houfe  of  exercife,  which 
they  call  it  here,  an  academy  to 
learn  or  ftudy,  four  or  five  years, 
the  art  of  war,  that  is  to  fay,  to 
learn  tfte  art  of  building  ftrong 
cattles,  the  like  of  which  are  not 
to  be  found  in  all  Afia ;  and  alfo 

the 
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the  firt  of  managing  great  guns  in 
fuch  a  manner,  as  none  of  our 
fortifications  could  Hand  before 
them  for  three  days;  likewife,  the 
manner  of  encamping  with  judg¬ 
ment,  and  the  way  of  ranging  of 
the  foldiers,  fo  that  they  are  like  a 
wall  of  iron,  not  To  be  broken; 
and,  after  having  thoroughly  coin- 
pleated  his  (ludy  in  that  art,  leaves 
the  place,  goes  and  offers  himfelf 
and  his  Service  to  his  prince  or 
king,  thereby  becomes  an  officer, 
or  fighter  for  his  king  and  coun- 

C  i  „ 

try  ;  and  by  long  experience  per¬ 
fects  himfelf  in  that  great  art; 
for  the  art  of  war  here  is  not  to 
be  underftood  eafily  ;  it  contains 
many  things  difficult  to  be  known, 
and  very  much  preferable  to  the 
practice  of  Turks  and  Feriians. 
See,  O  mighty  king,  it  is  not  by 
flrength  of  arm,  that  thefe  nations 
are  called  conquerors,  but  by  wif- 
dom  and  art.  Here  every  thing 
is  by  art  and  wifdom  ;  for  without 
wifdom  the  land  is  aot  land  ;  and 
the  nations  that  dwell  therein  are 
blind  and  unhappy.  According 
to  the  Old  Tedament,  which  faith, 
God  made  the  heaven  and  the 
earth  by  his  infinite  wifdom  ; 
therefore  God  loveih  vvifdora  for 
this  reafon.  I  fay,  whofoever  fol- 
loweth  wifdom,  he  is  dear,  or  be¬ 
loved  of  God  ;  for  from  wifdom 
proceeded!  all  manner  of  good- 
nefs  ;  alio,  a  man  is  not  mighty 
without  wifdom,  nor  wife  without 
righteoufnds.  The  ancient  Ro- 
mans,  who  were  fo  great,  gave 
laws,  and  fubdued  all  nations  of 
the  world  :  this  was  by  art  and 
wifdom,  before  our  Saviour,  al¬ 
though  they  were  heathens  and 
idolaters  ;  but  they  were  virtuous, 
and  lived  in  good  morals.  Another 
example,  Peter  the  Great,  ol  Ruf- 
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fia,  who  could  not  be  fo  great  a 
warrior,  and  his  country  could 
never  have  been  fo  bleffed,  and 
flouriflied,  had  not  he  come  over 
here  to  learn  wifdom,  who,  when 
he  was  in  Holland,  ferved  in  a 
place  of  (hip-building,  like  one 
of  the  labourers,  and  humbled 
himfelf  therein  :  whofoever  hum- 
bjeth  himfelf  fnall  be  exalted,  &c. 
And  when  he  returned  into  his 
own  country,  he  was  full  of  all 
manner  of  wifdom,  by  which  he 
made  himfelf  father,  as  well  as 
lord  and  king,  over  his  country, 
Thefe  are  things  which  have  made 
the  people  of  Europe  to  be  con¬ 
querors,  and  to  be  efteemed  more 
wife  than  all  the  nations  upon  the 
face  of  the  earth  ;  for  among  ft 
them  are  learned  men,  who  lludy 
the  way  in  which  God  has  made 
ail  things  according  to  their  na¬ 
ture,  by  which  they  are  able  to  do 
things  of  great  wonder  and  ufeful- 
nefs.  They  fend  likewife  into 
every  part  of  the  world,  at  a  great 
expence,  for  to  learn  all  things 
that  are  produced  upon  or  under 
the  earth,  by  which  they  are  in- 
creafed  in  wifdom  and  riches  ; 
their  cities  are  very  great,  their 
people  are  very  happy,  net  being 
afraid  of  famine  or  dangers,  and 
they  are  under  excellent  laws,  by 
which  no  man  is  fufFered  to  do 
wrong  to  another,  though  he  is 
weak  or  poor.  But  this  nation, 
this  great  and  mighty  nation,  O 
my  king  !  where  I  live,  is  not  only 
great  and  wife  nation,  but  alfo  de« 
ftroyers  of  the  devourers  of  man¬ 
kind.  1  am  furprifed  to  fee,  that 
even  the  fheep  in  this  country  reft 
in  quietnefs  without  the  leaft  fear 
of  wolves.  May  the  great  God 
grant  your  majefty’s  fubje&s  to 
follow  their  examples,  to  grow 
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wife  and  conquerors,  under  the 
wifdom  and  courage  of  your  ma- 
jefty,  to  whom  God  grant  long 
life,  to  trample  your  enemies  like 
dull  under  your  feet. 

May  it  pleafe  your  majefty  to 
know  who  vour  fervant  is,  that 
raifes  his  head  to  fpeak  to  you, 
and  takes  pains  to  know  thefe 
things,  with  much  labour,  for  your 
majeftyT  fervice,  to  whom  God 
grant  victory.  The  name  of  your 
fervant  is  Emin,  the  fon  of  Jofeph, 
the  fon  of  Michael,  the  fon  of  Gre¬ 
gory,  who  is  defcended  from  Emin, 
who,  in  the  day  when  Armenia 
was  broke  under  the  battle-axe  of 
Shaw  Abbas,  was  Minbafhy  in  his 
country;  but  he  was  made  cap¬ 
tive,  with  others,  and  was  carried 
into  Perfia,  and  placed  at  Rama¬ 
dan  ;  from  him  your  majefty’s  fer¬ 
vant  is  come,  and  he  is  called  of 
his  name,  being  born  at  Harrradan  ; 
but  our  captivity  was  grievous 
under  the  Perftans,  who,  fince  Ma- 
hometanifm,  which  is  well  known 
to  your  majefty,  are  grown  quite 
barbarians,  not  being  fo  civilized 
as  they  were  in  antient  times,  (ac¬ 
cording  to  the  hiftories  I  have  read 
in  this  bleffed  ifland)  fo  that  my 
father  flew  from  Hamadan,  in  the 
time  of  Shaw  Thamas  Kouly  Kan, 
into  India,  to  a  place  called  Cal¬ 
cutta,  where  the  Englifh  have  a 
fort,  and  foldiers,  and  a  great 
trade,  though  their  country  is 
feven  months  voyage  from  Bengal  ; 
there  my  father  made  himfelf  a 
merchant  to  this  day  ;  and  would 
have  made  me  fuch  as  himfelf,  but 
I  did  not  fubmit  to  him  ;  for  I  en¬ 
quired  of  my  fathers  from  ray  in¬ 
fancy,  the  reafon  why  we  were 
perfecuted  by  infidels?  and  why 
we  did  refide  fo  contemptibly  a- 
mongft  lawlefs  nations  ?  but  they 
Vol.  X. 


made  me  no  anfwer,  and  my  heart 
was  grieved,  and  I  had  none  to 
comfort  me  in  my  griefs ;  for  I 
laid,  the  ants  that  creep  upon  the 
earth  have  a  king,  and  we  have 
not;  and  the  nations  of  all  coun¬ 
tries  make  their  laugh  upon  us, 
alfo  perfecuting,  faying  to  us,  that 
you  are  mafterlefs  ;  you  have  no 
king  of  your  own,  and  that  you 
refemble  the  Jews  fcattered  upon 
the  face  of  the  earth  ;  you  have  no 
love  for  one  another;  you  are  with¬ 
out  honour;  and  by  the  difunity 
of  your  nation,  all  the  nations  in- 
fult  you  ;  you  are  contemptible, 
and  Without  zeal ;  and  you  are  as 
great  lovers  of  money',  as  the  hea¬ 
thens  did  love  their  gods.  1  could 
not  bear  all  thefe  refteftions,  whilft 
I  grieved,  and  found  none'~to  heal 
me.  I  obferved  watchfully  the 
Europeans,  their  wife  cuiloms, 
and  their  fhipping,  far  better  both 
for  failing  and  for  war,  than  the 
Uni ps  of  the  Indians;  and  above 
all,  the  praflice  of  their  foldiers, 
who,  if  they  were  thoufands  of 
men,  by  one  word  of  command 
from  their  officers,  inftantly  all 
together  move  and  aft,  as  if  they 
were  one  man.  Then  1  thought 
in  my  mind,  that  it  was  God  that 
had  put  it  in  my  heart  to  think  on 
all  things.  Therefore,  I  fpoke 
not  to  my  father,  but  had  hopes 
in  my  heart,  that  if  I  went  to 
England,  I  ffiould  learn  the  art  of 
war,  and  I  was  encouraged,  for  I 
then  heard  a  little,  and  not  much, 
of  your  majefty’s  name,  until  , I 
came  here,  where  I  learned  that 
your  majefty  was  eftablifhed  in 
your  kingdom,  and  had  routed  a 
great  army  of  Perfians.  See !  O 
iny  king,  what  great  thing  the 
•  wildom  is,  by  which  this  nation 
know  our  country  better  tkan  we 
P  do  | 
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do  ;  and  that  this  nation  are  awake, 
and  we  are  aileep.  On  board  the 
fhip  I  worked  like  a  Tailor ;  and 
afterwards,  when  I  came  here, 
was  fo  reduced,  that  I  was  forced 
by  hunger,  to  offer  myfelf  to  fale 
upon  the  Exchange,  to  be  fent 
into  the  new  world.  Oh  !  my  king, 
do  not  pity  me;  no,  not  even  at 
that  time  when  you  hear,  or  fee  me 
facriEced  in  your  fervice,  but  pity 
thofe  fervants  of  Chrifl,  w'ho  de- 
ferve  pity ;  but  the  omnipotent 
God  faved  me, by  the  hands  of  an 
Bnglifhman  ;  and  the  lame  God 
who  heard  the  crying  of  my  heart, 
did  put  it  into  the  heart  of  a  gene¬ 
rous  nobleman,  who  is  one  of  the 
pillars  of  the  throne  pf  England, 
to  affiE  me.  He  made  me  right 
in  the  counfel  of  my  heart  ;  he 
made  me  known  to  the  fon  of  the 
king  of  England  ;  he  fent  me  to 
the  place  of  education,  where  I 
learnt  the  art  of  war,  according  to 
wifdom. 

My  ambition  is  to  lay  my  know¬ 
ledge  at  the  feet,  of  your  majeily, 
and  to  ferve  you  in  the  bell  of  my 
ability.  For  know,  O  my  king, 
that  what  is  not  built  on  know¬ 
ledge,  though  it  is  very  firong 
and  lofty,  is  as  if  it  were  built 
upon  fand  ;  therefore,  my  purpofe 
is,  to  go  well  inflrudted  into  your 
rnajefty’s  fervice,  and  to  carry  with 
me  men  fkilful  in  all  thing',  (if 
you  give  me  encouragement,)  to 
firengthen  and  polifn  your  king¬ 
dom,  like  the  kingdoms  of  Eu¬ 
rope  :  for  you  have  a  good  coun¬ 
try,  and  command  over  many 
brave  men  ;  and  if  you  could  ga¬ 
ther  the  Armenians,  a  rich  and 
trading  people,  who  are  fcattered 
to  the  ealt,  and  the  well,  and  the 
north,  and  the  fouch,  under  the 
protection  of  your  majeuy’s  arms 


in  your  own  country,  no  kingdom 
in  the  eall  would  be  like  your 
kingdom,  for  riches  and  glory. 
May  the  eternal  God,  the  Father 
of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  Iharpea 
your  fcymitar  upon  all  your  ene¬ 
mies,  and  Erengthen  the  wriE  of 
your  majeEy’s  right  hand,  to  pro¬ 
tect  our  diftrefied  nation,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  wifhes  and  labours  of 
your  fervant. 

It  is  not  certainly  known  whether 
this  letter  came  to  Heraclius’s 
hand. 

fit  The  letter  to  the  D.  of  N - 

is  printed  from  the  original,  in 
Emin’s  own  hand  writing;  the 
character  remarkably  fair,  and 
even  mercantile. 


Front  V oltairFs  Ignorant  Pbilofopher . 

]PjYthagoras,  during  his  relidence 
Jj[  in  India,  learnt,  as  all  the 
world  knows,  at  the  fchool  of  the 
Gymnofophiits,  the  language  of 
beaks  and  that  of  plants.  Walk¬ 
ing  one  day  in  a  held  near  the 
fea-Eiore,  he  heard  thefe  words  : 
How  unhappy  am  I  to  be  born  an 
herb!  Scarce  have  I  attained  two 
inches  in  height,  before  a  devour¬ 
ing  monller,  a  horrid  animal, 
tramples  me  under  his  feet  ;  his 
jaw  is  armed  with  a  row  of  lharp 
fcythes,  with  which  he  cuts  me, 
tears  me,  and  then  fwaliows  me. 
Man  calls  this  monller  a  fheep.  I 
do  not  think  there  is  in  the  whole 
creation  a  more  abominable  crea¬ 
ture. 

Pythagoras  advanced  a  few 
heps  :  he  met  with  an  oyfter  that 
was  yawning  upon  a  (mail  rock. 
He  had  not  yet  embraced  that  ad¬ 
mirable  law  by  which  we  are  for¬ 
bidden  to  eat  our  own  likenefs. 

He 
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He  was  going  to  fwallow  the  oyfter, 
when  it  uttered  thefe  Toothing 
words  ;  O  nature,  how  happy  is 
the  herb,  which  is  like  thy  work  ! 
whe^i  it  is  cut  ic  regenerates  and 
is  immortal  ;  and  we  poor  oyilers, 
in  vain  are  we  defended  by  a  dou¬ 
ble  buckler;  villains  eat  us  by 
dozens  at  their  breakfaft,  and  it 
is  over  with  us  for  ever.  What  a 
‘dreadful  deftiny  is  that  of  an  oyfter, 
land  how  barbarous  is  man  ! 

Pythagoras  (huddered ;  he  felt 
the  enormity  of  the  crime  he  was 
going  to  commit  ;  he  weeping 
afked  pardon  of  the  oyfter,  and 
replaced  him  very  fnug  upon  the 
i  rock. 

Whilft  he  was  returning  to  the 
city,  in  a  profound  meditation  at 
this  adventure,  he  obferved  lome 
fpiders  chat  were  eating  flies,  fw al¬ 
lows  that  were  eating  fpiders,  fpar- 
row-hawks  that  w'ere  eating  fwal- 
lows.  None  of  thefe  folks,  faid 
he,  are  philofophers. 

Pythagoras  upon  his  entrance 
was  hurted,  bruifed,  and  thrown 
down  by  a  multitude  of  beggars 
and  hunters,  who  ran  in  crying, 
Well  done,  he  deferved  it.  Who  ? 

■  what  ?  faid  Pythagoras,  getting 
I  up;  whilft  the  people  continued 
.  running  and  crying.  We  fhall  have 
:  high  fun  in  feeing  them  broil. 

Pythagoras  imagined  they  were 
fpeaking  of  lentiles,  or  fome  other 
kind  of  vegetable — but  he  was  quite 
miftaken —  they  meant  two  poor 
1  Indians.  Oh  !  faid  Pythagoras, 
thefe  are  doubtlefs  two  great  phi¬ 
lofophers,  who  are  tired  of  their 
lives  ;  they  are  deflrous  of  regene¬ 
rating  under  another  form  ;  there 
is  a  pleafure  in  changing  the  place 
of  one’s  abode,  though  one  may 
be  badly  lodged— there  is  no  de¬ 
puting  take. 


He  went  on  with  the  mob  as 
far  as  the  public  fquare,  where  he 
faw  the  great  pi’ e  of  wood  lighted, 
and  oppofite  to  it  a  bench,  which 
was  called  a  tribunal  ;  upon  this 
bench  judges  were  feated,  each  of 
whom  held  a  cow’s  tail  in  his  hand, 
and  they  had  caps  upon  their 
heads,  which  greatly  refembled  the 
two  ears  of  that  animal  which  for¬ 
merly  carried  Silenus,  when  he 
came  into  the  country  with  Bac¬ 
chus,  after  having  crofted  the  Ery- 
threan  fea  dry-footed,  and  flop¬ 
ped  the  courfe  of  the  fun  and 
moon,  as  it  is  very  faithfully  re¬ 
lated  in  the  Orphics. 

There  was  among  A  thefe  judges 
an  honeft  man  well  known  to  Py¬ 
thagoras.  The  fage  of  India  ex¬ 
plained  to  the  fage  of  Samos  the 
nature  of  the  feftival  the  Indian 
people  were  going  to  affifl  at. 

The  two  Indians,  faid  he,  are 
not  at  all  defirous  of  being  burnt; 
my  grave  brethren  have  condemned 
them  to  that  punifhment,  one  for 
having  faid  that  the  fubftance  of 
Xaca  is  not  the  fubftance  of  Brama  ; 
and  the  other  for  having  fufpedied 
that  we  pleafe  the  Supreme  Be¬ 
ing  by  virtue,  without  holding,  at 
the  point  of  death,  a  cow  by  the 
tail,  becaufe,  faid  he,  we  may  be 
virtuous  at  all  times,  and  becaufe 
one  cannot  always  meet  ivvith  a 
cow  juft  as  one  may  have  occaflon 
for  her.  The  good  women  of  the 
city  were  fo  terrified  with  two 
fuch  heretical  propofitions,  that 
they  would  not  leave  the  judges  in 
peace,  till  fuch  time  as  they  or¬ 
dered  the  execution  of  thefe  two 
unfortunate  men. 

Pythagoras  judged  that  from  the 
herb  up  to  man  there  were  many 
caufes  of  uneafinefs.  He,  how¬ 
ever,  made  the  judges  and  even 
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the  devotees  liften  toreafon,  which 
never  happened  but  at  that  one 
time. 

He  afterwards  went  and  preach¬ 
ed  toleration  at  Crotona  ;  but  one 
of  his  adverfaries  fet  fire  to  his 
houfe  ■  he  was  burnt  —  the  man 
who  had  faved  two  Indians  from 
the  flames  -—Let  thofe  efcape  who 
can. 


Account  of  an  Fffay  on  the  learning  of 
Shakefpeare.  By  Richard  Farmer , 
M.A . 

queftion,  whether  Shake- 
1  fpeare  had  any  confiderable 
knowledge  of  the  learned  lan- 
guages  has  been  long  agitated 
among  the  critics  Mr.  Farmer  is 
of  opinion  with  thofe,  who  imagine 
that  he  had  not ;  for  which  he 
brings  feveral  arguments. 

The  tetlimony  of  Ben  Johnfon 
(fays  our  author)  Hands  foremoft  ; 
and  many  have  held  it  fufficient 
to  decide  the  controverfy.  In  the 
warrneft  panegyric  that  ever  was 
written,  he  apologizes  for  what  he 
fuppofed  the  only  defect  in  his 
“  beloved  friend 

<<  Soul  of  the  age  S 
Th’  applaufe,  delight,  and  won¬ 
der  of  out  ftage  *  ” 

But  johnfon  is  by  no  means 
our  only  authority.  Drayton,  the 
countryman  and  acquaintance  of 
Shakefpeare,  determines  his  ex¬ 
cellence  to  the  natural  brain  only. 
Digges,  a  wit  of  the  town  before 
Shakefpeare  left  the  ft  age,  is  very 
flrong  to  the  purpofe  : 

. —  (<  Nature  only  helpt  him,  for 
look  thorough 
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This  whole  book,  thou  fhalt  fine! 
he  doth  not  borrow 

One  phrafe  from  Greeks,  nor 
Latines  imitate. 

Nor  once  from  vulgar  languages 
tranflate.” 

Suckling  oppofes  his  eafier  ftrain 
to  the  fweets  of  learned  johnfon. 
Denham  allures  us,  that  ail  he  had 
was  from  old  mother-wit.  His 
native  wood-notes  wild,  every  one 
remembers  to  be  celebrated  by 
Milton. 

Fuller,  a  diligent  and  equal 
fearcher  after  truth  and  quibbles, 
declares  pofitively,  that  “  his 

learning  was  very  little, - that 

nature  was  all  the  art  ufed  upon 
him,  as  he  himfelf,  if  alive,  would 
confefs  it,  when  he  apologized  for 
his  untutored  lines  to  his  noble  pa¬ 
tron  the  earl  of  Southampton. 

“  Shakefpeare  however  hath 
frequent  allufions  to  the  fadts  and 
fables  of  antiquity.’5  I  will  en¬ 
deavour  to  fhevv  how  they  came  to 
his  acquaintance. 

It  is  notorious,  that  much  of  his 
matter  of  fadt  knowledge  is  de¬ 
duced  from  Plutarch  ;  but  in  what 
language  he  read  him,  has  yet  been 
the  queflion .  Take  a  few  in- 
ftances,  which  will  elucidate  this 
matter  fufficiently. 

In  the  third  abt  of  Anthony  and 
Cleopatra,  Odtavius  reprefents  to 
his  courtiers  the  imperial  pomp  of 
thofe  illuftrious  lovers,  and  the  ar¬ 
rangement  of  their  dominion, 

— - — . — — -  “  Unto  her 

He  gave  the  ’ftablifhment  of 
Egypt,  made  her 

Of  lower  Syria,  Cyprus,  Lydia, 
Abfolute  queen.” 

Read  Libya,  fays  Mr.  Upton, 


*  Ben  johnfon,  in  this  copy  of  verfes,  fays  that  Shakefpeare  had 

Small  Latin  and  lefs  Greek.” 

Some  read  no  Greek  5  which  (fays  Mr.  Farmer)  was  adopted,  above  a  century 
ago,  by  a  panegyrifton  Cartwright. 

autho 
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authoritatively,  as  is  plain  from 
Plutarch. 

This  is  very  true  :  but  turn  to 
the  tranflation,  from  the  French 
of  Amyot,  by  Thomas  North, 
1579,  and  you  will  at  once  fee  the 
origin  of  the  miftake. 

“  Firft  of  all  he  did  eftablifh 
Cleopatra  queen  of  Egypt,  of 
Cyprus,  of  Lydia,  and  the  lower 
Syria. 

Again  in  the  fourth  ail : 

- — — - <f  My  meffenger 

He  hath  whipt  with  rods,  dares 
me  to  perfonal  combat, 

Caefar  to  Anthony.  Let  the  old 
ruffian  know 

1  have  many  ways  to  die ;  mean 
time. 

Laugh  at  his  challenge.5’ 

“  What  a  reply  is  this,  cries 
Mr.  Upton:  5tis  acknowledging  he 
fhould  fall  under  the  unequal  com¬ 
bat.  But  if  we  read, 

■ -  t(  Let  th5  old  ruffian  know 

He  hath  many  other  ways  to 
die  ;  mean  time 

I  laugh  at  his  challenge.55 
We  have  the  poignancy  and  the 
very  repartee  of  C'refar  in  Plutarch.55 

Mod  indifputably  it  is  the  fenfe 
of  Plutarch,  and  given  fo  in  the 
modern  tranflations  :  But  Shake- 
fpeare  was  milled  by  the  ambi¬ 
guity  of  the  old  one,  (t  Antonius 
fent  again  to  challenge  Ctefar  to 
fight  him.  Caeiar  anfwered  that  he 
had  many  other  ways  to  die  than 
fo.55 

in  the  third  aft  of  Julius  Casfar, 
Anthony,  in  his  well-known  ha¬ 
rangue  to  the  people,  repeats  a 
part  of  the  emperor’s  will  : 

- - — - To  every  Roman  citi¬ 
zen  he  gives 

To  every  fev’ral  man,  feventy- 
five  drachmas. — 


Moreover  he  hath  left  you  all  his 
walks. 

His  private  arbours,  and  new 
planted  orchards. 

On  this  fide  Tyber.” 

“  Our  author  certainly  wrote,  fays 
Mr. Theobald, on  that  licie  :  yber.— > 
7  rans  T’iherim — prope  Ctefaris  hortos . 
And  Plutarch,  whom  Shakefpeare 
very  diligently  dudied,  exprefsly 
declares,  that  he  left  the  public 
his  gardens  and  walks  beyond  the 
Tyber.” 

But  hear  again  the  old  tranfla- 
tion,  where  Shakefpeare’s  itudy 
lay  :  '■  he  bequeathed  unto  every 
citizen  of  Rome,  feventy-five 
drachmas  a  man,  and  he  left  his 
gardens  and  arbours  unto  the 
people,  which  he  had  Gn  this  fide 
of  the  river  Tyber»” 

Mr.  Farmer  proceeds  to  (how, 
that  Shakefpeare  took  many  of 
the  fubjefts  for  his  plays  from  Eng- 
li fh  authors  or  translators,  and  not 
from  books  in  the  learned  tongue. 

But  to  come  nearer  to  the  pur- 
pofe,  what  will  you  fay,  (fays  he) 
if  I  c3n  ffiow  you,  that  Shakefpeare, 
when  in  the  favourite  phrafe,  he 
had  a  latin  claffic  in  his  eye,  molt 
affiuredly  made  ufe  of  a  tranflation. 

Profpero  in  the  temped  begins 
the  addrefs  to  his  fpirits, 

“  Ye  elves  of  hills,  of  handing 
lakes  and  groves.55 

This  fpeech.  Dr.  Warburton 
rightly  obferves  to  be  borrowed 
from  Medea’s  in  Ovid  :  And  it 
proves,  fays  Mr.  Holt,  beyond 
contradiftion,  that  Shakefpeare  was 
perfeftly  acquainted  with  the  fen- 
timents  of  the  ancients  on  the  fub- 
jeft  of  inchantments.  The  ori¬ 
ginal  lines  are  thefe, 

“  Aur&que ,  &  eventii  monfe/que , 
amnefque ,  lacufque> 
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Diique  omnes  nemorum ,  diique  o?n- 
nes  nodi  is  adefteV 

The  tranilation  of  which  by  Gold¬ 
ing  is  by  no  means  literal,  and 
Shakefpeare  hath  clofely  followed 
it  ; 

<£  Ye  ayres  and  winds  5  ye  elves  of 
hills,  of  brookes,  of  woodes  alone, 

Of  handing  lakes,  and  of  the  night, 
approche  ye  everych  one.” 

In  the  Merchant  of  Venice,  the 
Jew,  as  an  apology  for  his  beha¬ 
viour  to  Anthonie,  rehearfes  many 
fympathies  and  antipathies  for 
which  no  reafon  can  be  rendered. 

£<r  Some  love  not  a  gaping  pig— 

And  others  when  a  bagpipe 
fings  i’th’  nofe 

Cannot  contain  their  urine  for 
affection.  ” 

This  incident.  Dr.  Warburton 
fuppofes  to  be  taken  from  a  paf- 
fage  in  Scaliger’s  Exercitations 
againft  Cardanl  And,  proceeds 
the  Dodlor,  to  make  this  jocular 
jlory  hill  more  ridiculous,  Shake¬ 
fpeare,  I  fuppofe,  translated  phor- 
minx  by  bagpipes. 

El  ere  vve  leem  fairly  caught ;  for 
Scaliger’s  woik  was  never,  as  the 
term  goes,  done  into  Englifh.  But 
luckily  in  an  old  book  tranilated 
from  the  French  of  Peter  le  Loier, 
entitled,  a  Treatife  of  Spectres,  or 
ftrange  Sights,  we  have  this  iden¬ 
tical  iiory  from  Scaliger  ;  and  what 
is  Hill  more,  a  marginal  note  gives 
us  in  all  probability  the  very  fail 
alluded  to,  as  well  as  the  word  of 
Shakefpear,  Another  gentleman 
of  this  quality  lined  of  late  in 
Deuon  neere  Excefter,  who  could 
not  endure  the  playing  on  a  bag¬ 
pipe,” 

A  word  in  Queen  Catherine’s 
chara&er  of  Wolfey,  in  Henry  the 
eighth,  is  brpught  by  the  doflor 
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as  another  argument  for  the  learn¬ 
ing  of  Shakefpeare. 

— - - — — .  tt  He  was  a  man 

Of  an  unbounded  ftomach,  ever 
ranking 

Himfeif  with  princes  ;  one  that 
by  fuggeftion 

Ty’d  all  the  kingdom.  Simony 
was  fair  play. 

.  His  own  opinion  was  his  law ; 
i’th’  prefence 

He  would  fay  untruths,  and  be 
ever  double 

Both  in  his  words  and  meaning. 
Pfe  was  never 

But  where  he  meant  to  ruin, 
pitiful. 

His  promiies  were,  as  he  then 
was,  mighty  ; 

But  his  performance,  as  he  now 
is,  nothing. 

Of  his  own  body  he  was  ill,  and 
gave  the  clergy  ill  example.” 
The  word  fuggeftion,  fays  the 
critic,  is  here  ufed  with  great 
propriety,  and  feeming  knowledge 
of  the  Latin  tongue.  And  he  pro¬ 
ceeds  to  fettle  tne  fenfe  of  it  from 
the  late  Roman  writers  and  their 
gloffers  :  But  Shakefpeare’s  know¬ 
ledge  was  from  Holingfhed  ;  he 
follows  him  verbatim. 

“  This  cardinal  was  of  a  great 
ftomach,  for  he  compted  himfeif 
equal  with  princes,  and  by  craftie 
fuggeftion  got  into  his  hands  innu¬ 
merable  treafure  :  He  forced  little 
on  fimonie,  and  was  not  pitiful, 
and  Hood  affeftionate  in  his  own 
opinion  :  In  open  prefence  he 
would  lie  and  feie  untruth,  and 
was  double  both  in  fpeech  and 
meaning:  Ele  would  premife  much 
and  perform  little :  He  was  vi¬ 
cious  of  his  bodie,  and  gaue 
the  clergie  euil  example.”  And 
it  is  one  of  the  articles  of  his  im¬ 
peachment 
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peachment  in  Dr.  Fiddes’s  col¬ 
lections,  “  That  the  faid  Lord 
Cardinal  got  a  bull  for  the  fup- 
preliing  certain  houfes  of  religion, 
by  his  untrue  fuggellion  to  the 
pope,” 

A  ftronger  argument  hath  been 
brought  from  the  plot  of  Hamlet. 
Dr.  Grey  and  Mr.  Whalley  allure 
us,  that  for  this  Shakelpeare  mud 
have  read  Saxo  Grammaticus  in  the 
original,  for  no  tranfiation  hath 
been  made  into  any  modern  lan¬ 
guage.  But  the  misfortune  is  that 
he  did  not  take  it  from  Saxo  at  all  ; 
a  novel  called  the  hiftorie  of 
Hamblet  was  his  original  :  a  frag¬ 
ment  of  which,  in  black  letter,  I 
have  feen  in  the  hands  of  a  very 
curious  and  intelligent  gentleman. 

Mr.  Farmer  takes  notice  of  the 
fuppofition  that  the  Comedy  of 
Errors  is  founded  on  the  Me- 
naechmi,  which  is  (fays  he)  noto¬ 
rious  :  Nor  is  it  lefs  fo,  that  a 
tranfiation  of  it  by  W.  W.  per¬ 
haps  William  Warner,  the  author 
of  Albion’s  England,  was  extant 
in  the  time  of  Shakefpeare  #. 

But  the  fheet-anchor  holds  fad  : 
Shakefpeare  himfelf  hath  left  forne 
tranflations  from  Ovid. 

Shakefpeare  was  not  the  author 
of  thefe  tranflations,  fays  Mr. 
Farmer,  who  proves  them  to  have 
been  written  by  Thomas  Hay¬ 
wood.  Fie  proves  likewife  a  book 
in  profe,  (in  which  are  many  quo¬ 
tations  from  the  dallies)  aferibed 
to  William  Shakefpeare,  to  have 
been  written  by  William  Stafford. 

Mr.  Farmer  mentions  many 
other  inllances  concerning  the 
learning  of  Shakefpeare,  with  re- 
fpeft  to  the  ancient  languages, 
and  makes  feveral  obfervations  on 


his  fuppofed  knowledge  of  the  mo¬ 
dern  ones. 

We  fhall  conclude  with  a  cu¬ 
rious  circumftance  relating  to 
Shakefpeare’s  adding  the  ghod  in 
his  own  Hamlet,  in  which  he  is 
faid  to  have  failed. 

Dr.  Lodge,  fays  Mr.  Farmer, 
who  as  well  as  his  quondam  col¬ 
league  Greene,  was  ever  pedering 
the  town  with  pamphlets,  pub- 
lifhed  one  in  the  year  u66,  called 
“  Wits  Miferie,  and  the  Worlds 
Madnafle,  difeovering  the  devils 
incarnate  of  this  age.”  One  of 
thefe  devils  is  Hate-vertue,  who, 
fays  the  doctor,  “  looks  as  pale 
as  the  vifard  of  the  Ghod.  which 
cried  fo  miferably  at  the  theatre, 
like  an  oider-wife,  Hamlet  Re* 
evenge.i> 


An  effay  on  the  exprejfibn  of  the  paf- 
feons  in  painting ,  tranfated  from 
the  Italian  of  the  celebrated  Alga - 
rotti. 


ANY  have  written,  and 
_  among  the  red,  the  famous 
Le  Brun,  on  the  various  changes, 
that,  according  to  various  paflions, 
happen  in  the  mufcles  of  the  face, 
which  is,  as  it  were,  the  dumb 
tongue  of  the  foul.  They  obferve, 
for  example,  that  in  fits  of  anger, 
the  face  reddens,  the  mufcles  of  the 
lips  puff  out,  the  eyes  fparkle  ; 
and  that  on  the  contrary,  in  fits  of 
melancholy,  the  eyes  grow  mo- 
tionlefs  and  dead,  the  face  pale, 
and  the  lips  fink  in.  it  may  be  of 
lervice  to  a  painter  to  read  thefe, 
and  fuch  other  remarks  ;  but  it 
will  be  of  infinitely  more  fervice 
to  dudy  them  in  nature  itfelf,  from 


*  This,  we  are  told,  in  the  preface  of  Mr.  Thornton’s  tranfiation  of  the 
Comedies  of  Plautus,  juft  publilhed,  is  in  the  collection  of  Mr,  Garrick,  and 
is  dated  1 595. 

P  4  t  which 
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which  they  have  been  borrowed* 
and  which  exhibits  them  in  that 
lively  manner,  which  neither  tongue 
nor  pen  can  exprefs. 

But  if  a  painter  is  to  have  im¬ 
mediate  recourfe  to  nature  in  any 
thing,  it  is  particularly  in  treating 
thofe  very  minute,  and  almoft  im¬ 
perceptible  differences,  by  which, 
however,  things  very  different  from 
each  other,  are  often  expreffed. 
This  is  particularly  the  cafe  with 
regard  to  the  pafiions  of  laughing 
and  crying,  as  in  thefe,  however 
contrary,  the  mufcles  of  the  face 
operate  nearly  in  the  fame  manner. 

As  the  famous  Pietro  de  Cortona 
was  one  day  finifhing  the  face  of  a 
crying  child,  in  a  reprefentation  of 
the  iron  age,  with  which  he  was 
adorning  the  floor,  called  the  hot 
bath,  in  the  royal  palace  of  Pitti, 
Ferdinand  II.  who  happened  to  be 
looking  over  him  for  his  am u  Ce¬ 
ment,  could  not  forbear  exprefling 
his  approbation,  by  crying  out, 
oh  !  how  well  that  child  cries  l  to 
whom  the  able  artift,  - — Has  your 
majefty  a  mind  to  fee  how  eafy  ii  d 
to  make  children  laugh  ?  behold. 
I’ll  prove  it  in  an  inftant  5  and 
taking  up  his  pencil,  by  giving 
the  contour  of  the  mouth  a  concave 
turn  downwards,  inftead  of  the 
convex  upwards,  which  it  before 
had,  and  with  little  or  no  alteration 
in  any  other  part  of  the  face,  he 
made  the  child,  who  a  little  before 
feemed  ready  to  bur  ft  its  heart  with 
crying,  appear  in  equal  danger  of 
burfting  its  Tides  with  immoderate 
laughter  5  and  then,  by  refloring 
the  altered  features  to  their  former 
pofition,  he  foon  fet  the  child  a 
crying  again. 

According  toLeonardo  da  Vinci, 
the  beft  mafters  that  a  painter  can 
have  recourfe  to  in  this  branch,  are 
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thofe  dumb  men,  who  have  found 
out  the  method  of  exprefting  their 
fentiments  by  the  motion  of  their 
hands,  eyes,  eye-brows,  and  in 
fhort  every  other  part  of  the  body. 
This  advice,  no  doubt,  is  very 
good,  but  then  fuch  geftures  muft 
be  imitated  with  great  fobriety 
and  moderation,  left  they  Ihould 
appear  too  ftrong  and  exaggerated, 
and  the  piece  Ihould  fhew  nothing 
but  pantomimes,  when  fpeaking 
flgures  alone  are  to  be  exhibited, 
and  fo  become  theatrical  and  fe- 
cond-hand,  or  at  leaft  look  like 
the  copy  of  theatrical  and  fecond- 
hand  nature. 

We  are  told  ftrange  things  of 
the  ancient  painters  of  Greece  in 
regard  to  expreftion,  efpecially  of 
Ariftides,  who,  in  a  picture  of  his, 
reprefenting  a  woman  wounded  to 
death  at  a  fiege,  with  a  child  crawl¬ 
ing  to  her  breaft,  makes  her  afraid, 
left  the  child,  when  the  was  dead, 
Ihould  for  want  of  milk,  fuck  her 
blood.  A  Medea  murdering  her 
children  by  Timomachus,  was  like- 
wife  much  cried  up,  as  the  inge¬ 
nious  artift  contrived  to  exprefs  at 
once  in  her  countenance,  both  the 
ury  that  hurried  her  ori  to  the 
commiftibn  of  fo  great  a  crime,  and' 
the  tendernefs-  of  a  mother,  that 
itemed  to  with-hold  her  from  it. 
Rubens  attempted  to  exprefs  fuch 
a  double  effect  in  the  face  of  Mary 
of  Medicis,  ftill  in  pain  from  her 
laft  labour,  and  at  the  fame  time, 
full  of  joy  at  the  birth  of  a  Dau¬ 
phin.  And  in  the  countenance  of 
SanFta  Polonia,  painted  by  Tierpolo 
for  St.  Anthony’s  church  at  Padua, 
one  may,  I  think,  clearly  read  a 
mixture  of  pain  from  the  wound 
given  her  by  the  executioner,  and  of 
plea fu re  from  the  profpedl  of  para- 
dife  opened  to  her  by  it. 

Few, 
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Few,  to  fay  the  truth,  are  the 
examples  of  ftrong  expreflion  af¬ 
forded  by  the  Venetian,  Flemifh, 
or  Lombard  fchools.  Deprived  of 
that  great  happinefs,  the  happinefs 
of  being  able  to  contemplate  at 
leilure  the  works  of  the  ancients, 
the  pureft  fources  of  perfection  in 
point  of  defign,  expreflion,  and 
character,  and  having  nothing  but 
nature  conftantly  before  their  eyes, 
they  made  flrength  of  colouring, 
blooming  complexion,  1  and  the 
grand  effects  of  the  chiaro  ofcuro, 
their  principal  kudy  ;  they  aimed 
more  at  charming  the  feofes,  than 
at  captivating  the  underftandsng. 
The  Venetians,  in  particular,  feem 
to  have  placed  their  whole  glory 
in  fetting  off  their  pieces  with  all 
that  rich -variety  of  perfonages  and 
drefs,  which  their  capital  is  con¬ 
tinually  receiving,  by  means  of 
its  extenfive  commerce,  and  which 
attracts  fo  much  the  eyes  of  all 
thofe  who  vifit  it.  1  doubt  much 
if  in  all  the  pictures  of  Paul  Ve- 
ronefe,  there  is  to  be  found  a  bold 
and  judicious  expreflion,  or  one 
of  thofe  attitudes,  which,  as  Pe¬ 
trarch  expreffes  it,  fpeak  without 
words  ;  unlefs  perhaps,  it  be  that 
remarkable  one  in  his  marriage- 
feafl  at  Cana  in  Galilee,  and 
which,  I  don’t  remember  to  have 
feen  taken  notice  of  before.  At 
one  end  of  the  table,  and  dire&lv 
oppofite  to  the  bridegroom,  whofe 
eye  are  fixed  upon  her,  there  ap¬ 
pears  a  woman  in  red,  holding  up 
to  him  the  fkirt  of  her  garment,  as 
much  as  to  fay,  I  fuppofe,  that  the 
wine  miraculoufly  produced,  was 
exaCtly  of  the  colour  with  the  fluff 
on  her  back.  And  in  faCl  it  is  red 
wine  we  fee  in  the  cups  and  pitch¬ 
ers.  But  all  this  while,  the  faces  of 
the  company  betray  not  the  leak 
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fign  of  wonder  at  fo  extraordinary 
a  miracle.  They  all  in  a  manner 
appear  intent  upon  nothing  but  eat¬ 
ing,  drinking,  and  making  merry. 
Such  in  general  is  the  ftyle  of  the 
Venetian  fchool.  The  Florentine, 
over  which  Michael  Angelo  pre- 
fided,  above  all  things  curious  of 
defign,  was  moft  minutely  and 
fcrupuloufly  exaCt  in  point  of  ana¬ 
tomy  ;  on  this  fhe  fet  her  heart, 
and  took  fingular  pleafure  in  dis¬ 
playing  it ;  not  only  elegance  of 
form,  and  noblenefs  of  invention, 
but  likewife  flrength  of  expreflion, 
triumph  in  the  Roman  fchool, 
nurfed  as  it  were  among  the  works 
of  the  Greeks,  and  in  the  bofom. 
of  a  city  which  had  once  been  the 
feminary  of  learning  and  polite- 
nefs.  Here  it  was,  that  Domini- 
chino  and  Pouflin,  both  great  maf- 
ters  of  expreflion,  refined  them- 
felves,  as  appears  more  particular¬ 
ly  by  the  St,  Jerom  of  the  one, 
and  the  death  of  Germanicus,  or 
the  daughter  of  the  innocents,  by 
the  other. 

Here  it  was,  that  Raphael  arofe, 
the  fovereign  maker  of  his  art. 
One  would  imagine  that  piClures, 
which  are  the  books  of  the  igno¬ 
rant,  and  of  the  ignorant  only, 
he  had  undertaken  to  make  the  in- 
kruCtors  even  of  the  learned.  One 
would  imagine,  that  he  intended 
in  fome  meafure,  to  juflify  Quin¬ 
tilian,  who  affirms,  that  painting 
has  more  power  over  us  than  all 
the  arts  of  rhetoric.  There  is 
not  indeed  a  Angle  piClure  of  Ra¬ 
phael,  from  the  kudy  of  which, 
thofe  who  are  curious  in  the  point 
of  expreflion  may  not  reap  great 
benefit,  particularly  his  martyr¬ 
dom  of  St.  Felicitas,  his  Magda¬ 
lene  in  the  houfe  of  the  Pharifee, 
his  transfiguration,  his  Jofeph  ex¬ 
plaining 
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plaining  to  Pharaoh  his  dream,  a 
piece  fo  highly  rated  by  Pouffin. 
H  is  fchool  of  Athens,  in  the  Va¬ 
tican,  is  to  all  intents  and  pur¬ 
poses,  a  fchool  of  expreffion.  A- 
mong  the  many  miracles  of  art, 
with  which  this  piece  abounds,  I 
fhall  fingle  out  that  of  the  four 
boys  attending  on  a  mathema¬ 
tician,  who  Hooping  to  the  ground, 
his  compares  in  his  hand,  is  giving 
them  the  demon ftraticn  of  a  theo¬ 
rem  ;  one  of  the  boys,  recollected 
within  himfelf,  keeps  back,  with 
all  the  appearance  of  profound  at¬ 
tention  to  the reafoningof  the  maf- 
ter,  another  by  the  briiknefs  of  his 
attitude  dffcovers  a  greater  quick- 
uefs  of  apprehenfion,  while  the 
third,  who  has  already  fi?ized  the 
conclufion,  is  endeavouring  to  beat 
it  into  the  fourth,  who,  Handing 
motionlefs,  with  open  arms,  a  Har¬ 
ing  countenance,  and  an  unfpeak- 
able  air  of  ftupidity  in  his  looks, 
will  never  perhaps  be  able  to  make 
any  thing  of  the  matter  ;  and  it  is 
probably  from  this  very  group, 
that  Albani,  who  itudied  Raphael 
fb  clofely,  drew  the  following  pre¬ 
cept,  viz. 

«  That  it  behoves  a  painter  to 
exprefs  more  circumHances  than 
one  by  every  attitude,  and  fo  to 
empl  y  his  figures,  that  by  barely 
feeing  what  they  are  actually  about 
one  may  be  abl<?  to  guefs,  both 
what  they  have  been  already  do¬ 
ing,  and  are  next  going  to  do.’* 
This  1  know  to  be  a  difficult  pre¬ 
cept ;  but  I  know  too,  that  it  is 
only  by  a  due  obfervance  of  it,  the 
eye  and  the  mind  can  be  made  to 
hang  in  fufpenfe  on  a  painted 
piece  of  canvafs.  it  is  expref- 
fion,  that  a  painter,  ambitious  to 
foar  in  his  profeffion,  mu  ft  above 
all  things  labour  to  perfect  himfelf 
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in.  It  is  the  laft  goal  of  his  art, 
as  Socrates  proves  to  Parrhafius, 
It  is  in  expreffion  that  dumb  poe¬ 
try  confifts,  and  what  the  prince 
of  our  poets  calls  a  vifible  lan¬ 
guage. 


A  letter  from  the  Abhe  Metafafo  on 
the  mufical  drama ,  addrefed  to  the 
author  of  an  ejfay  on  the  union 
of  mufc  and  poetry. 

S  I  R, 

OU  are  not  miftaken ;  I  read 
your  book  with  the  greateft 
furprife.  By  this  effay  alone,  we 
can  form  a  judgment  of  the  aciue- 
nefs  of  your  wit,  the  folidity  of 
your  tafte,  and  the  depth  of  your 
knowledge  in  the  arts.  There  is 
no  Italian,  at  leaft  as  far  as  I 
know,  who  has  carried  his  views 
and  reflections  fo  near  to  the  firft 
fources  of  that  lively  and  delicate 
plealure,  which  is  produced  from 
the  prefent  fyftem  of  our  mufical 
dra  ma,  and  which  is  ftiil  capable 
of  farther  improvement. 

Your  ingenious  and  particular 
analyfis  of  the  meafure  and  cadence 
of  our  airs  ;  the  dexterity  by  which 
you  point  out,  in  a  manner  intire- 
ly  new,  the  neceffity  of  difplaying 
and  fetting  off  the  chief  motive  in 
all  adventitious  ornaments  ;  the  ju¬ 
dicious  companion  you  draw  on 
that  fubjeCt,  between  the  mufical 
art,  and  that  of  defign  in  painting, 
wherein  the  parts  untouched  by 
the  pencil,  fhould  always  be  per¬ 
ceived  amidft  the  drapery  :  Your 
remarks  on  the  climax  of  gradual 
progreffions,  by  means  of  which, 
in  paffing  from  the  fimple  to  the 
compound  recitative,  we  ihould 
imitate  thofe  changes  that  are  pro¬ 
duced. 
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duced,  by  playing  with  the  vio¬ 
lence  of  our  paffions,  and  many 
other  parts  of  your  learned  differ- 
tation,  which  I  omit,  to  avoid 
tranfcribing  the  whole,  are  hill  lefs 
valuable  for  the  truth  which  is  pe¬ 
culiar  to  them,  than  on  account  of 
the  prodigious  advantages,  that 
may  be  drawn  from  them  by  fuch 
artifts  as  are  capable  of  unvailing 
them,  and  applying  ufeful  and 
fuitable  observations.  I  owe  you 
my  thanks,  both  as  an  author  and 
as  an  Italian,  and  I  give  them  you 
with  the  greatefl  pieafure.  But, 
jealous  as  f  may  be  of  the  good 
fenfe  of  a  judge  like  you,  yet  as  a 
poet  I  would  chufe  that  my  orra 
art  fhould  lofe  nothing,  by  the  pre- 
fe  rence  you  have  given  to  mufic, 
in  regarding  this  as  the  principal 
objedl  of  the  drama,  and  in  attri¬ 
buting  its  progrefs  to  its  being 
difengaged  from  the  fhackles  of 
poetry. 

When  mufic,  in  concert  with 
poetry,  afpires  to  fuperiority,  it 
deilroys  poetry,  and  lofes  itfelf.  It 
would  be  a  great  abfurdity  to  fup- 
pofe,  that  the  habiliments  could 
ever  be  capable  of  meriting  more 
regard,  or  attradiing  more  atten¬ 
tion  than  the  very  perfon  for  whom 
they  were  defigned.  My  dramatic 
pieces  are  much  better  received  in 
all  parts  of  Italy,  when  they  are 
fimply  declaimed,  than  when  they 
are  fung  in  air  or  recitative.  Make 
the  lame  trial  of  the  fined  piece  of 
mufic,  frript  of  the  ornament  of 
words,  do  you  imagine  it  will 
hand  the  teft  ?  Thofe  airs  called 
bravura,  the  too  frequent  ufe  of 
which  you  jultly  condemn,  are 
diredMy  the  laft  effort  of  mufic,  en¬ 
deavouring  toufurp  an  empire  over 
poetry.  Mufic,  in  thefe  airs,  pays 
no  regard  to  fituation  or  charades. 
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neither  doth  it  intereftour  paflions, 
fentiments,  or  reafon.  It  only  dif- 
plays  its  native  charms  ;  but  then, 
what  pieafure,  what  applaufe  doth 
it  excite?  A  pieafure  that  arifes 
merely  from  novelty  and  furprife; 
fuch  plaudits  as  cannot  be  juflly 
refufed  to  a  rope-dancer,  whofe 
performance  exceeds  the  expedta- 
tion  of  the  public. 

Y et  proud  of  this  fuccefs,  our 
modern  mufic  has  infolently  re¬ 
volted  againft  poetry,  it  has  neg¬ 
lected  the  true  and  genuine  ex- 
preffion,  and  has  confidered  words 
but  as  a  fervile  vehicle,  which  mull 
fubmit  to  all  its  capricious  extra¬ 
vagances  in  oppofition  to  the  rules 
of  good  fenfe.  The  theatre  no 
longer  refounds,  but  with  the  airs 
called  bravura,  and  mufic  has  thus 
haftened  its  own  fall,  when  it  had 
before  occafioned  the  ruin  of  the 
drama. 

Thofe  pleafures  which  make  no 
imprefiion  on  the  underfianding,  or 
which  interefi;  not  the  affedlions, 
are  of  very  fhort  duration.  It  is 
certain  mankind  eafily  yield  to 
mechanical  fenfations,  when  they 
are  agreeable,  and  have  the  force 
of  novelty  and  furprife.  but  they 
cannot  abiolutely  renounce  their 
reafoning  faculty,  for  the  bare  fa- 
tisfadlion  of  being  pleafed.  The 
inconveniency  I  nere  complain  of, 
is  now  arrived  at  fo  intolerable  an 
heighth,  as  to  make  it  neceffary 
from  this  moment,  that  mufic,  as  sl 
rebellious  Have,  Ibould  either  again 
fubmit  to  its  lawful  fovereign, 
which  can  adorn  it  with  fuch  grace 
and  beauty,  or  that  it  fhould  to¬ 
tally  withdraw,  and  blend  itfelf  no 
more  with  poetry,  and  let  poetry 
for  the  future  be  fatisfied  with  its 
own  proper  melody;  whilft  mufic 
fhall  be  content  withregulating  the 
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harmony  of  a  concert,  or  presiding 
over  the  movements  of  a  dance, 
without  ever  meddling  with  the 
affairs  of  the  bulkin.  I  have  the 
honour  to  be,  & c. 


An  Ejjay  on  Elegies. 

H  E  critics  have  been  very 
JL  laborious  in  fettling  the 
boundaries  of  paflorai  writing  ; 
and  in  the  delicacy  of  their  judg¬ 
ment,  have  ftruck  many  compoff- 
tions  both  of  Theocritus  and  Vir¬ 
gil  out  of  the  lift,  of  which  it  may 
be  faid,  as  Pope  handfomely  fays  of 
his  own,  if  they  are  not  pafforals, 
they  are  fomething  better.  It  were 
to  be  wifhed  that  they  had  ufed  al- 
fo  the  fame  judicial  feverity,  in  af- 
certaining  the  nature  of  elegy ; 
though  by  that  means,  many  a 
putter  together  of  long  and  fnort 
verfe  in  Latin,  and  many  an  alter-* 
it  ate  rhymift  in  EngHih,  had  been 
at  a  lofs  to  know  what  fpecies  of 
poetry  he  wrote  in.  The  poems  of 
Tyrtaeus  are,  it  is  true,  called  ele¬ 
gies,  but  with  much  the  fame  pro¬ 
priety,  as  if  we  were  to  call  the 
pifcatory  eclogues  of  Sannazarius, 
pafforals  ;  they  walk,  indeed,  in 
the  meafure  of  elegy,  but  breathe 
all  the  fpirit  of  the  ode. 

The  elegiac  mufe  feems  to  be 
the  natural  companion  of  diftrefs  ; 
and  the  immediate  feelings  of  the 
heart,  the  objedl  of  all  her  expref- 
fion.  Hence  fhe  is  generally  call¬ 
ed  in  to  the  affiffance  of  defpairing 
lovers,  who,  having  received  their 
death’s  wound  from  their  miftrefs’s 
eyes,  breathe  out  their  amorous 
ditties,  and,  like  the  dying  fwan, 
expire  in  harmony.  What  the  e- 
legies  of  Callimachus  were,  the 
learned  can  only  conjedlure  ;  but 
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they  muff  have  been  better  than 
thole  of  his  profeffed  imitator  Pro¬ 
pertius,  or  antiquity  had  never 
been  fo  lavifh  in  their  commenda¬ 
tion.  In  Propertius,  we  fee  the 
verfifylng  fcholar,  who  perhaps 
never  loved  any  woman  at  all  :  in 
Ovid,  the  poet,  and  the  man  of 
gallantry,  who  would  intrigue  with 
every  woman  he  met;  while  the 
elegant  Tibullus,  one  oflove’s  de¬ 
voted  flaves,  as  he  always  fpeaks 
from  his  own  heart,  makes  a  for¬ 
cible  i m preffion  upon  ours, 

i  he  hopes,  fears,  and  anxieties, 
with  all  the  tumults  of  paflioo 
which  difiradt  the  lover’s  break, 
will  not  give  him  time  to  think  of 
the  mode  of  expreffion,  or  to  fetch 
his  alluffons  from  books  ;  nature  is 
contented  to  deliver  herfelf  with 
perfpicuity,  and  where  the  fenti- 
ment  is  natural,  the  phrafe  cannot 
be  too  dimple.  Upon  no  fubjedt 
whatever  have  fo  many  prettineffes 
and  ablurd  conceits  been  invented 
as  love  ;  yet,  furely  where  the  head 
has  been  fo  painfully  laborious,  we 
may  fafely  pronounce  the  heart  to 
have  been  perfedlly  at  eafe.  — — 
Love  is  not  ingenious  ;  though  the 
affedted  Italians,  and  ridiculous 
French  poets  of  the  laft  century, 
not  to  mention  our  own  Cowley, 
have  brought  their  judgment  in 
queffion,  by  an  exuberant  difplay 
of  falie  wit.  The  plaintive  mufe 
is  generally  reprefented  to  us,  as 

PaJJis  elegia  capillis. 

“  as  one  that  difeards  all  fnew, 
and  appears  in  dishevelled  locks  ; 
but  the  politer  moderns  are  for 
putting  her  hair  into  papers  ;  and 
whether  the  complaint  turns  upon 
the  death  of  a  friend,  or  the  lo.fs 
oi  a  miilrefs,  the  padion  muff  Hand 

kill. 
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flill,  till  the  expreffion  is  got  ready 
to  introduce  it.  When  we  are 
trulv  affeded,  we  have  no  leifure 
to  think  of  art:  <f  Simplex  &  in¬ 
genua  eft  moeroris  vox  ;  ftebilis, 
intermifla,  frada,  concifa  oratio*.” 
Then  our  language  is  unadorned, 
and  unembarrafted  with  epithets  ; 
and  perhaps,  in  that  book,  in 
which  there  are  mere  inftances  of 
true  and  fuhlime  fimplicity,  than 
all  the  ancients  together,  there  are 
lefs  epithets  to  be  met  with  than 
in  any  authors  whatever  :  and  I 
cannot  help  thinking  the  ill  iuc- 
cefs  many  poets  have  met  with  in 
paraphrasing  thofe  divine  writers, 
has  been  principally  owing  to  their 
weakening  the  fublimity  of  the 
poetry,  by  idle  defeription,  and 
clogging  the  fimplicity  of  the  fen- 
timent  with  the  affeded  frippery  of 
epithetical  ornament. 

Elegy,  it  muft  be  confefled,  has 
often  extended  her  province,  and 
the  moral  contemplations  of  the 
poet  have  fometirnes  worn  her  me¬ 
lancholy  garb.  As  in  the  cele¬ 
brated  poem  of  Mr.  Gray,  written 
in  a  church-yard.  For  though  (he 
is  generally  the  felfifh  mourner  of 
domeftic  diftrefs,  whether  it  be  up¬ 
on  the  lofs  of  a  friend,  or  difap- 
pointment  in  love  ;  Ihe  fometirnes 
enlarges  her  refledions  upon  uni- 
verfal  calamities,  and  with  a  be¬ 
coming  dignity,  as  in  the  infpired 
writers,  pathetically  weeps  over 
the  fall  of  nations. 

In  fhort,  whatever  the  fubjed  is, 
the  language  of  this  fpecies  of  poe¬ 
try  fhould  be  Ample  and  unaffed- 
ed,  the  thoughts  natural  and  pa¬ 
thetic,  and  the  numbers  flowing 
and  harmonious.  Mr.  Mafon  has 
written  elegies,  with  fome  fuccefl  : 
but  whoever  examines  them,  in 
expedation  of  meet.ng  theie  requi- 


fltes,  will  be  difappointed  ;  he  will 
be  fometirnes  pleafed  indeed;  but 
feldom  fatisfled  For,  in  his  mo¬ 
ral  eflays,  or  epiftles,  or  any  thing 
but  elegies,  the  fentiments,  which, 
are  but  thinly  fcattered,  though, 
they  glitter  with  the  glare  of  ex- 
preflion,  and  ^mble  ^long  by  the 
artful  ^id  of  alliteration  :  ( 

“  Play  round  the  head,  but  come 
not  near  i;he  heart. ” 

Yet,  even  though  we  can  fee  the 
labour  the  poet  has  been  at,  in 
calling  his  words,  and  pairing  his 
epithet  with  his  fubftantive,  his 
fuccefs  has  not  been  always  equal 
to  his  labours.  There  is,  indeed, 
too  apparently  in  his  poems,  the 
curiojitas  verborufft ;  but  not  always 
the  curioja  felicitous. 

I  cannot  take  leave  of  this  fub¬ 
jed,  without  indulging  myfelf  in 
one  remark,  which  may  perhaps  be 
of  ufe  to  thofe  poets  who  have  ne 
ver  read,  and  are  determined  to 
write.  The  elegy,  ever  fince  Mr. 
Gray’s  excellent  one  in  the  church- 
'yard,  has  been  in  alternate  rhime, 
which  is  by  many  ridiculoufly  ima¬ 
gined  to  be  a  new  meafure  adapted 
to  plaintive  fubjeds,  introduced  by 
that  ingenious  author,  whereas  it  is 
heroic  verfe,  and  to  be  met  with  in. 
Drvden’s  Annus  Mirabilis  ;  and 
all  through  the  long  and  tedious 
poem  of  Davenant’s  Gondibert. 
The  couplet  is  equally  proper  for 
this  kind  of  poetry,  as  the  alter¬ 
nate  rhyme;  and  though  GTay  and 
Hammond  have  excelled  in  the  la  ft. 
Pope’s  elegy  on  the  death  of  an  un¬ 
fortunate  young  lady,  will  prove 
thofe  numbers  equally  expreifive 
and  harmonious ;  nor  fliall  doubt 
to  place  our  Englilh  ballads,  fuch 
as  have  been  written  by  Rowe, 

Gay, 


*  Lowth’s  Preled, 
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Gay,  and  the  natural,  eafy  Shen- 
Hone,  in  the  rank  of  elegy  ;  as  they 
partake  more  of  the  fnnple  pathe¬ 
tic,  and  difplay  the  real  feelings  of 
the  heart,  with  lefs  parade,  than 
thofe  affeded  compofitions  of  claf- 
fical  labour. 


letters  from  Mr,  Everard ,  F. 
S.  M,  containing  c,n  adventure ,  of 
wh  ch  be  vjas  a  vjitnefsy  at  the 
quick-fiver  mine  of  Idra.  Fran- 
fated  from  the  Italian  juf  pub - 
lifted. 

Dear  Sir, 

H  E  pleafure  I  always  take 
j[  in  writing  to  you  wherever 
I  am,  and  whatever  doing,  in  fome 
meafure  difpels  my  prefent  uneaft- 
nefs ;  an  uneafinefs  caufed  at  once 
by  the  difagreeable  afped  of  eve¬ 
ry  thing  round  me,  and  the  more 
difagreeable  circumltances  of  the 
count  Alberti,  with  whom  you 
were  once  acquainted.  You  re¬ 
member  him  one  of  the  gayeft, 
moft  agreeable  perfons  at  the  court 
ofVienna;  at  once  the  example  of 
the  men,  and  the  favourite  of  the 
fair  fex,  I  often  heard  you  repeat 
his  name  with  eileem,  as  one  of  the 
few  that  did  honour  to  the  prefent 
age,  as  polfelfed  of  generofity  and 
pity  in  the  higheft  degree  ;  as  one 
who  made  no  other  ule  of  fortune 
but  to  alleviate  the  diflrelfes  of 
mankind.  That  gentleman.  Sir, 

I  wifh  I  could  lay,  is  now  no 
more  ;  yet,  too  unhappily  for  him, 
he  exills,  but  in  a  fituation  more 
terrible  than  the  moil  gloomy  ima¬ 
gination  can  conceive. 

After  palling  through  feveral 
parts  of  the  Alps,  and  having  vi- 
iited  Germany,  I  thought  I  could 


not  well  return  home  without  vifit- 
ing  the  quick-lilver  mines  at  Idra, 
and  feeing  thofe  dreadful  fubterra- 
nean  caverns,  where  thoufands  are 
condemned  to  relide,  Ihut  out  from 
all  hopes  of  ever  feeing  the  chear- 
ful  light  of  the  fun,  and  obliged  to 
toil  out  a  miferable  life  under- the 
whips  of  imperious  talk-  mailers. 
Imagine  to  yourfeif,  an  hole  in  the 
fide  of  a  mountain,  of  above  live 
yards  over  ;  down  this  you  are  let, 
in  a  kind  of  bucket,  more  than  an 
hundred  fathom,  the  profpedl  grow¬ 
ing  Hill  more  gloomy,  yet  Hill  wid¬ 
ening,  as  you  defcend.  At  length, 
after  fwinging  in  terrible  fufpence 
for  fome  time  in  this  precarious 
fituation,  you  at  length  reach  the 
bottom,  and  tread  on  the  ground, 
which,  by  its  hollow  found  under 
your  feet,  and  the  reverberations 
of  the  echo,  feems  thundering  at 
every  Hep  you  take.  In  thisgloomy 
and  frightful  folitude,  you  are  en¬ 
lightened  by  the  feeble  gleam  of 
lamps,  here  and  there  difpofed,  fo 
as  that  the  wretched  inhabitants 
of  thefe  manfions  can  go  from  one 
part  to  another  without  a  guide. 
And  yet,  let  me  allure  you,  that 
though  they  by  cullom  could  fee 
objehts  very  diftin&ly  by  thefe 
lights,  1  could  fcarce  difcern,  for 
looie  time,  any  thing,  not  even  the 
perfon  who  came  with  me  to  Ihew 
me  thefe  fcenes  of  horror. 

From  this  defcription,  I  fuppofe, 
you  have  but  a  difagreeable  idea  of 
the  place  ;  yet  let  me  allure  you, 
that  it  is  a  palace,  if  we  compare 
the  habitation  with  the  inhabitants. 
Such  wretches  my  eyes  never  yet 
beheld.  The  blacknefs  of  their 
vifages  only  ferves  to  cover  an  hor¬ 
rid  palenefs,  caufed  by  the  noxious 
qualities  of  the  mineral  they  are 
employed  in  procuring.  As  they, 

in 
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in  general,  ccnfift  of  malefatlors 
condemned  for  life  to  this  talk, 
they  are  fed  at  the  public  expence; 
but  they  feldom  con  fume  much 
provifion,  as  they  lofe  their  appe¬ 
tites  in  a  fhort  time  ;  and  com¬ 
mon  !y  in  about  two  years  expire, 
from  a  total  contraction  of  all  the 
joints  of  the  body. 

In  this  horrid  manfion  I  walked 
after  my  guide  for  lbme  time,  pon¬ 
dering  on  the  ftrange  tyranny  and 
avarice  of  mankind,  when  I  was 
accofted  by  a  voice  behind  me, 
calling  me  by  name,  and  enquiring 
after  my  health  with  the  molt  cor¬ 
dial  affeCtion.  1  turned  and  faw  a 
creature  ali  black  and  hideous, 
who  approached  me,  and  with  a 
moft  piteous  accent  demanding, 
“  Ah  !  Mr.  Everard,  don’t  you 
know  me  1”  Good  God,  what  was 
my  furprife,  when,  through  the 
veil  of  his  wrecchednefs,  I  difeo- 
vered  the  features  of  my  old  and 
dear  friend  Alberti.*  I  flew  to  him 
with  affeftion  :  and  after  a  tear  of 
condolence,  aiked  how  he  came 
there  f  To  this  he  replied,  that 
having  fought  a  duel  with  a  gene¬ 
ral  of  the  A u llrian  infantry  againft 
the  einpercr’s  command,  and  hav¬ 
ing  left  him  for  dead,  he  was  ob¬ 
liged  to  fiy  into  one  of  the  forefts 
of  Illria,  where  he  was  firfb  taken, 
and  afterwards  flickered  by  lorne 
banditti,  who  had  long  in  felled 
that  quarter.  With  thefe  he  had 
lived  for  nine  months,  till,  by  a 
clofe  investiture  of  the  place  in 
which  they  were  concealed,  and 
after  a  very  obftinate  refinance,  in 
which  the  greater  part  of  them  were 
killed,  he  was  taken  and  carried 
to  Vienna,  in  order  to  be  broke 
alive  upon  the  wheel.  However, 
upon  arriving  at  the  capital  he  was 
quickly  known,  and  feveral  of  the 
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affpeiates  of  his  accufation  and 
danger  witneffinp-  his  innocence* 
his  punifhrnent  of  the  rack  was 
changed  into  that  of  perpetual 
confinement  and  labour  in  the 
mines  of  Idra;  a  fentence,  in  my 
opinion,  a  thouland  times  worfe 
than  death. 

A-.  Alberti  was  giving  me  this 
account,  a  young  woman  came  up 
to  him,  who  at  once  1  faw  to  be 
born  for  better  fortune  ;  the  dread¬ 
ful  fituation  of  the  place  was  not 
able  to  deltroy  her  beauty,  and  even 
in  this  feene  of  wretchednefs,  ffie 
feemed  to  have  charms  to  grace 
the  moft  brilliant  aftembly.  This 
lady  was  in  fade  daughter  to  one 
of  the  firft  families  of  Germany, 
and  having  tried  every  means  to 
procure  her  lover’s  pardon  without 
effeft,  was  at  laft  refolved  to  fliare 
his  miferies,  as  fhe  could  not  re¬ 
lieve  them.  With  him  (lie  accord¬ 
ingly  defeended  into  thefe  maniions 
from  whence  few  of  the  living  re¬ 
turn  ;  and  with  him  fhe  is  content¬ 
ed  to  live,  forgetting  the  gaieties 
oflife;  with  him  to  toil,  defpifing 
the  fplendours  of  opulence,  and 
contented  with  the  confciQufnefs  of 
her  own  conftancy. 

I  am,  dear  Sir, 

Yours,  Sec, 


LETTER  IL 

Dear  Sir, 

Y  laft  to  you  was  expreflive, 
and  perhaps  too  much  fo, 
of  the  gloomy  fituation  of  my, 
mind.  I  own  the  deplorable  fttua- 
tion  of  the  worthy  man  defer!  bed 
in  it,  was  enough  to  add  double 

feve- 
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feverity  to  the  hideous  manfion. 
At  prefent,  however,  I  have  the 
happineis  of  informing  you,  that 
I  was  fpedtator  of  the  moft  afFedl- 
ing  fcene  I  ever  yet  beheld.  Nine 
days  after  I  had  written  my  laft,  a 
perfon  came  poft  from  Vienna  to 
the  little  village  near  the  mouth  of 
the  greater  fhaft.  He  was  foon  af¬ 
ter  followed  by  a  fecond,  and  he 
by  a  third.  Their  frit  inquiry 
was  after  the  unfortunate  count ; 
and  i  happening  to  overhear  the 
demand,  gave  them  the  beli  infor¬ 
mation.  Two  of  thefe  were  the 
brother  and  coufin  of  the  lady,  the 
third  was  an  intimate  friend  and 
fellow-foldier  to  the  count:  they 
came  with  hig  pardon,  which  had 
been  procured  by  the  general  with 
whom  the  duel  had  been  fought, 
and  who  was  perfedily  recovered 
from  his  wounds.  I  led  them  with 
all  the  expedition  of  joy  down  to 
bis  dreary  abode,  and  prefented  to 
him  his  friends ;  and  informed  him 
of  the  happy  change  in  his  circum- 
bances.  It  would  be  impoffible  to 
defcribe  the  joy  that  brightened  up 
on  his  grief- worn  countenance  ; 
nor  was  the  young  lady’s  emotion 
lefs  vivid  at  feeing  her  friends. 
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and  hearing  of  her  hufband’s  free¬ 
dom.  Some  hours  were  employed' 
in  mending  the  appearance  of  this 
faithful  couple,  nor  could  I  with¬ 
out  a  tear  behold  him  taking  leave 
of  the  former  wretched  companions 
of  his  toil.  To  one  he  left  his 
mattock,  to  another  his  working- 
cloaths,  to  a  third  his  little  houf- 
hold  utenfiis,  fuch  as  were  necef- 
fary  for  him  in  that  fituation.  We 
foon  emerged  from  the  mine, 
where  he  once  again  revifited  the 
light  of  the  fun,  that  he  had  to¬ 
tally  defpaired  of  ever  feeing.  A 
poh-chaife  and  four  were  ready  the 
next  morning  to  take  them  to  Vi¬ 
enna,  where  I  am  fince  informed 

by  a  letter  from  himfelf,  they  are 
*  ^  *  * 

returned.  The  emprefs  has  again 

taken  him  into  favour  ;  his  for¬ 
tune  and  rank  are  reflored  ;  and 
he  and  his  fair  partner  now  have 
the  pleafmg  fatisfadtion  of  feeling 
happinefs  with  double  relifh,  as 
they  once  knew  what  it  was  to  be 
milerable. 

I  am,  dear  Sir, 

Your’s,  & c. 


I 
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The  remains  of  ihe  twenty -ffth  Idyllium  of  Theocritus .  T 'ranfated from 

th ■■  Greek  ;  by  Francis  Fawkes ,  M.  A. 


ARGUMENT. 


Hercules,  having  occafion  to  wait  upon  Augeas  king  of  Elis,  meets 
with  an  old  herdfman,  by  whom  he  is  introduced  to  the  king,  who, 
with  his  fon  Phyleus,  had  come  into  the  country  to  take  a  view  of 
his  numerous  herds.  Afterwards  Hercules  and  Phyleus  walk  toge¬ 
ther  to  the  city  :  in  the  way  the  prince,  admiring  the  monftrous  lion’s 
ikin  which  Hercules  wore,  takes  occaflon  to  enquire  where  he  had  its 
this  introduces  an  account  how  Hercules  flew  the  Nemean  lion. 


The  Beginning  is  wanting. 


X  HE  good  old  herdfman  laid  his  work  afide. 

And  thus  complacent  to  the  chief  reply’d  : 

*  Whate’er  you  a  Ik,  O  ftranger.  I’ll  impart, 

6  Whate’er  you  wifh,  and  with  a  chearful  heart  $ 
c  For  much  1  venerate  the  fon  of  May, 

‘  Who  Hands  rever’d  in  every  public  way : 

*  1  hofe  moil  he  hates,  of  all  the  gods  on  high, 

*  Who  the  lone  traveller’s  requeft  deny. 

‘The  numerous  flocks  your  eyes  behold  around, 

*  With  which  the  vales  are  ffor’d,  the  hills  are  crown’d* 
‘  Augeas  owns :  o’er  various  walks  they  fpread, 

c  In  different  meads,  in  different  paftures  fed  ; 

*  Some  on  the  banks  of  Elifuntus  ffray, 

*  Some  where  divine  Alpheus  winds  his  way, 

*  Some  in  Buprafium,  where  rich  wines  abound, 

*  And  fome  in  this  well-cultivated  ground. 

*  And  though  exceeding  many  flocks  are  told, 

*  Each  feparate  flock  enjoys  a  feparate  fold. 

*  Here,  though  of  oxen  numerous  herds  are  feen, 

‘  Yet  fprings  the  herbage  ever  frefh  and  green 

*  1°  the  moift  marlh  ofMenius:  every  mead, 
f  And  vale  irriguous,  where  the  cattle  feed. 
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e  Produce  fweet  herbs,  embalm’d  in  dewy  tears, 

*  Whofe  fragrant  virtue  fattens  well  the  fleers. 

*  Behold  that  flail  beyond  the  winding  flood, 

4  Which  to  the  right  appears  by  yonder  wood, 

«  Where  the  wild  olive,  and  perennial  plane, 

*  Grow,  fpread,  and  ftourifh,  great  Apollo’s  fane, 

*  To  which  the  hinds,  to  which  the  (hepherds  bow, 

*  And  deem  him  greatefl  deity  below  ! 

4  Next  are  the  flails  of  fwains,  whofe  labours  bring 
4  Abundant  riches  to  the  wealthy  king; 

*  Four  times  each  year  the  fertile  foil  they  plow, 

4  And  gather  thrice  the  harvefls  which  they  fow  ; 

*  The  lab’ring  hinds,  whofe  hands  the  vineyards  drefs^ 
4  Whofe  feet  the  grapes  in  purple  autumn  prefs, 

*  Know  well  the  vaft  domain  Augeas  owns, 

4  Rich  fields  whofe  lap  the  golden  ear  imbrowns, 

4  Or  fliaded  gardens,  far  as  yonder  hills, 

*  Whofe  brows  are  water’d  by  refplendent  rills  ; 

4  Th  is  fpacious  trad  we  tend  with  daily  care, 

*  As  fits  thofe  fwains  who  rural  labours  fhare. 

4  But  fay,  (and  all  my  fervice  you  fhall  claim) 

4  Say  for  what  caufe  you  here  a  ftranger  came: 

4  Would  you  the  king  or  his  attendants  fee  ? 

4  I  can  conduct  you;  only  truft  to  me. 

4  For  fuch  your  form,  and  fuch  your  manly  grace, 

4  You  feem  deriv’d  from  no  ignoble  race  : 

4  Sure  thus  the  gods,  that  boaft  celeflial  birth, 

4  Appear  majeftic  to  the  Tons  of  earth.’ 

He  fpoke,  and  thus  Jove’s  valiant  fon  reply ’d  ; 

4C  My  wandering  fleps  let  fome  kind  fhepherd  guide 
*e  To  king  Augeas,  whom  thei'e  realms  obey  ; 

4<  To  fee  Augeas  am  I  come  this  way. 

4t  But  if  fair  juiticc  the  good  monarch  draws 
f(  To  Elis,  to  adminifler  the  laws ; 

Condud  me  to  feme  honourable  fwain, 

(e  Who  here  prefldes  among  his  rural  train, 

4<  That  I  to  him  my  purpqfe  may  difclofe, 

4<  And  follow  what  his  prudence  fliall  propofe :  , 

44  For  heaven’s  eternal  vvifdam  has  decreed, 
tc  That  man  of  man  fhould  ever  fland  in  need.” 

Thus  he.  The  good  old  herdfman  thus  reply’d  : 

4  Sure  fome  immortal  being  is  your  guide  ; 

4  Forlo!  your  bufmefs  is  already  done: 

4  Laft  night  the  king,  defeendent  of  the  fun, 

4  With  royal  Phyleus,  from  the  town  withdrew, 

4  His  flocks  unnurnber’d  and  his  herds  to  view, 

4  Thus  when  great  kings  their  own  concerns  explore, 

4  By  wife  attention  they  augment  their  flore. 
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e  But  let  me  quick,  for  time  is  on  the  wing, 

*  In  yonder  tent  conduft  you  to  the  king/ 

‘  This  faid,  he  walk’d  before  his  royal  gueH, 

Much  wondering,  much  revolving  in  his  bread. 

When  at  his  back  the  lion’s  fpoils  he  faw, 

.And  in  his  hand  the  club  infufrng  awe. 

He  wifli’d  to  afk  the  hero,  whence  he  fprung  ? 

The  riling  q  uery  dy’d  upon  his  tongue  : 

He  fear’d  the  freedom  might  be  deem’d  a  fault ; 

5Tis  difficult  to  know  another’s  thought. 

The  watchful  dogs,  as  near  the  Halls  they  went. 
Perceiv’d  their  coming  by  their  tread  and  (cent. 

With  open  mouths  from  every  part  they  run. 

And  bay’d  mediant  great  Amphitryon’s  fon  ; 

But  round  the  fwain  they  wagg’d  their  tails  and  play’d. 
And  gently  whining  fecret  joy  betray’d. 

Loofe  on  the  ground  the  Hones  that  ready  lay 
Eager  he  fnatch’d,  and  drove  the  dogs  away  ; 

With  his  rough  voice  he  terrified  them  all. 

Though  pleas’d  to  find  them  guardians  of  his  Hall. 

*  Ye  gods!  (the  good  old  herdfman  thus  began) 
c  What  ufeful  animals  are  dogs  to  man  ! 

s  Had  heav’n  but  fent  intelligence  to  know 
‘  On  whom  to  rage,  the  friendly  or  the  foe, 

*  No  creature  then  could  challenge  honour  more, 

*  But  now  too  furious,  and  too  fierce  they  roar.5 
He  fpoke  ;  the  growling  maflives  ceas’d  to  bay* 

And  Hole  obfequious  to  their  llalls  a\vay. 

The  fun  now  weftvvard  drove  his  radiant  Heeds, 

And  evening  mild  the  noontide  heat  fucceeds  5 
His  orb  declining  from  the  paflures  calls 
Sheep  to  their  folds,  and  oxen  to  their  Halls, 

Herd  following  herd,  it  joy’d  the  chief  to  fee 
Unnumber’d  cattle  winding  o’er  the  lea. 

Like  watery  clouds  arifing  thick  in  heaven. 

By  the  rough  fouth,  or  Thracian  Boreas  driven  j 
So  fail  the  ffiadovvy  vapours  mount  on  high. 

They  cover  all  the  region  of  the  (ky  ; 

Still  more  and  more  the  gathering  tempeH  brings* 

And  weightier  burdens  on  its  weary  wings. 

Thus  thickening  march  the  cattle  o’er  the  plain. 

More  than  the  roads  or  meadows  can  contain  ; 

The  lully  herds  inceflant  bellowing  keep. 

The  Halls  are  fill’d  with  fleers,  the  folds  with  flieep. 
Though  numerous  (laves  Hand  round  of  every  kind, 
All  have  their  feveral  offices  affign’d. 

Some  tie  the  cow’s  hind  legs,  to  make  her  Hand 
Still,  and  obedient  to  the  milker’s  hand: 
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Some  give  to  tender  calves  the  (Welling  teat. 

Their  (ides  diftend  with  milky  beverage  fwcet. 

Some  form  fat  cheefes  with  the  houfewife’s  art. 

Some  drive  the  heifers  from  the  bulls  apart. 

Augeas  vifited  the  flails  around,  ' 

To  fee  what  (tores  in  herds  and  hocks  abound; 

With  curious  eye  he  moved  majeltic  on. 

Join’d  by  Alcides  and  his  royal  fon. 

Here  Hercules,  of  great  and  lteady  foul. 

Whom  mean  amazement  never  could  control!. 

Admir’d  fuch  droves  in  myriads  to  behold. 

Such  fpreading  flocks,  that  never  could  be  told. 

Not  one  king’s  wealth  he  thought  them,  nor  of  ten. 
Though  greateff  of  the  rulers  over  men  ; 

The  fun,  his  fire,  this  privilege  ailign’d. 

To  be  in  flocks  and  herds  more  rich  than  all  mankind: 
Thefe  hill  increas’d  ;  no  plague  e’er  render’d  vain 
The  gainful  labour  of  the  fhepherd-fwain  ; 

Year  following  year  his  induftry  was  blefl,! 

More  calves  were  rear’d,  and  ftill  the  laft  were  belt. 

No  cows  e’er  caft  their  young,  or  e’er  declin’d. 

The  calves  were  chiefly  of  the  female  kind. 

With  thefe  three  hundred  bulls,  a  comely  fight, 

Whofe  horns  were  crooked,  and  whofe  legs  were  white; 
And  twice  an  hundred  of  bright  gloffy  red. 

By  whom  the  bufmefs  of  increafe  was  fped: 

But  twelve,  the  flower  of  all,  exulting  run 
In  the  green  pafl.ures,  facred  to  the  fun  ; 

The  flately  fwan  was  not  fo  filver  white. 

And  in  the  meads  they  took  ineffable  delight: 

Thefe,  when  gaunt  lions  from  the  mountain’s  brow 
Defcend  terrific  on  the  herds  below, 

Rufh  to  the  war,  the  favage  foe  they  gore. 

Their  eyes  look  death,  and  horribly  they  roar. 

But  mod  majeflic  thefe  bold  bulls  among 
Stalk’d  Phaeton,  the  fturdy  and  the  flrong  ; 

So  radiant,  fo  refulgent  from  afar. 

The  fhepherd-fw'ains  compar’d  him  to  a  flar. 

V/hen  round  the  fhoulders  of  the  chief  he  fpy’d. 
Alarming  fight !  the  lion’s  tawny  hide, 

Bull  at  his  flank  he  aim’d  his  iron  head. 

And  proudly  doom’d  the  matchlefs  hero  dead: 

But  watchful  Hercules,  devoid  of  fear. 

Seiz’d  his  left  horn,  and  flopp’d  his  mad  career; 

Prone  to  the  earth  his  llubborn  neck  he  prefl, 

'Then  writh’d  him  round,  and  biuis  d  his  ample  chef!. 
At  one  bold  pufh  exerted  all  his  flrength. 

And  high  in  air  upheld  him  at  arm’s  length. 
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Through  all  the  wondering  train  amazement  ran. 

Silent  they  gaz’d,  and  thought  him  more  than  man, 
Phyleus  and  Hercules  (the  day  far  fpent) 

Left  the  rich  paftures,  and  to  Elis  went; 

The  footpath  firft,  which  tow’rd  the  city  lay. 

Led  from  the  Halls,  but  narrow  was  the  way  ; 

Through  vineyards  next  it  pad,  and  gloomy  glades* 
Hard  to  diftingnifh  in  the  greenwood  fhades. 

The  devious  way  as  noble  Phyleus  led. 

To  his  right  fhoulder  he  inclin’d  his  head. 

And  flowly  marching  through  the  verdant  grove. 

Thus  mild  befpoke  the  progeny  of  Jove  : 

‘  By  your  laft  bold  atchievement  it  appears, 

*  Great  chief,  your  fame  long  fince  has  reach’d  my  ears, 

*  For  here  arriv’d  a  youthful  Argive  fwain, 

*  From  Helice  that  borders  on  the  main, 

*  Who  for  a  truth  among  th’  Epeans  told, 
c  That  late  he  faw  a  Grecian,  brave  and  bold, 
c  Slay  a  fell  lion,  fell  to  hulbandmen, 
e  That  in  the  Nemean  foreft  made  his  den  : 

*  Whether  the  chief  from  facred  Argos  came, 

€  Or  proud  Mycene,  or  Tirynthe  claim 
f  His  birth,  I  heard  not ;  yet  he  trac’d  his  line, 

*  If  true  my  tale,  from  Perfeus  the  divine. 
e  No  Greek  but  you  could  fuch  a  toil  fuftain  ; 

‘  I  reafon  from  that  mighty  monfter  {lain, 

*  A  perilous  encounter  1  whofe  rough  hide 

*  Protefts  your  (boulders,  and  adorns  your  (ide. 

(  Say  then,  if  you  are  he,  the  Grecian  bold, 

*  Of  whom  the  Argive’s  wonderous  tale  was  told : 

€  Say,  what  dread  weapon  drank  the  monger’s  blood* 
f  And  how  he  wander’d  to  the  Nemean  wood. 

(  For  not  in  Greece  fuch  favages  are  found, 

‘  No  beads  thus  huge  infeft  Achaian  ground; 

11  She  breeds  the  ravenous  wolf,  the  bear,  the  boar, 
c  Pernicious  monilers  1  but  (he  breeds  no  more. 

*  Some  wonder’d  at  accounts  fo  ftrange  and  new, 

*  Thought  the  Greek  boaftful,  and  his  tale  untrue.5 
Thus  Phyleus  fpoke,  and  as  the  path  grew  wide. 

He  walk’d  attentive  by  the  hero’s  (ide. 

To  hear  diftindl  the  toil.fuftaining  man. 

Who  thus,  obfequious  to  the  prince,  began  : 

“  Son  of  Augeas,  what  of  me  you  heard 
Is  ftridtly  true,  nor  has  the  ilranger  err’d. 

Si  But  tince  you  wifh  to  know,  my  tongue  (hall  tell, 

“  From  whence  the  monfter  came,  and  how  he  fell  ; 

"  Though  many  Greeks  have  mention’d  this  affair, 
e<  Npne  can  the  truth  with  certainty  declare. 
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€e  ’Tis  thought  Tome  god,  by  vengeful  anger  fway’ds 
ct  Sent  this  fore  plague  for  facrifice  unpaid, 
c<  To  punifh  the  Phoroneans  ;  like  a  flood 
te  He  delug’d  the  Pifean  fields  with  blood: 

**  The  Bembinteans,  miferable  men, 

(c  Felt  his  chief  rage,  the  neighbours  to  his  den, 

**  The  hardy  talk,  this  hideous  beaft  to  kill, 
ff  Euryftheus  firft  enjoin'd  me  to  fulfill. 

But  hop’d  me  flain  :  on  the  bold  conflict  bent, 

“  Arfri’d  to  the  field  with  bow  and  darts  I  went  : 

“  A  Pol  id  club  of  rude  wild  olive  made. 

Rough  in  its  rugged  rind  my  right  hand  fway’d: 

**  On  Helicon’s  fair  hill  the  tree  I  found. 

And  with  the  roots  I  wrench’d  it  from  the  ground, 

*£  When  the  clofe  covert  1  approach’d,  where  lay 
ts  The  lordly  lion  lurking  for  his  prey, 
te  I  bent  my  bow,  firm  fix’d  the  firing,  and  ftrait 
*c  Notch’d  on  the  nerve  the  meffenger  of  fate  : 

<£  Then  circumfpeCt  I  pry’d  with  curious  eye, 
ef  Firft,  unobferv’d,  the  ravenous  beafi  to  fpy. 
ss  Now  mid-day  reign’d  ;  I  neither  could  explore 
6t  His  paw’s  bread  print,  nor  hear  his  hideous  roar  5 
e£  Nor  labouring  rufiic  find,  nor  fliepherd-fwain, 

<c  Nor  cowherd  tending  cattle  on  the  plain, 

“  To  point  the  lion’s  lair:  fear  chill’d  them  all, 

**  And  kept  the  herds  and  herdfmen  in  the  flail. 

*c  I  fearch’d  the  groves,  and  faw  my  foe  at  length; 

Then  was  the  moment  to  exert  my  flrength. 

6i  Long  ere  dim  evening  clos’d,  he  fought  his  den. 

Gorg’d  with  the  fiefh  of  cattle  and  of  men  ; 

€e  With  daughter  fiain’d  his  fqualid  mane  appear’d,  1 

“  Stern  was  his  face,  his  cbeft  with  blood  befmear’d,  > 

<f<r  And  with  his  pliant  tongue  he  lick’d  his  gory  beard,  J 
<f  Mid  fliady  (hrubs  I  hid  myfelf  with  care. 

Expecting  he  might  i'ffue  from  his  lair. 

Cf  Full  at  his  flank  I  fent  a  lhaft,  in  vain, 

“  The  harmlefs  fhaft  rebounded  on  the  plain. 

«c  Stunn’d  at  the  fhock,  from  earth  the  favage  rais’d 
*e  His  tawny  head,  and  all  around  him  gaz’d  ; 
e{  Wondering  from  whence  the  feather’d  vengeance  flew, 

*£  He  gnafh’d  his  horrid  teeth,  tremendous  to  the  view* 
Vex’d  that  the  firfi  had  unavailing  fled, 

A  fecond  arrow  from  the  nerve  1  fped  : 

“  In  his  broad  cheft,  the  manfion  of  his  heart, 
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ft  I  lanch’d  the  lhaft  with  ineffectual  art ; 

His  hair,  his  hide,  the  feather’d  death  repel  1 : 

“  Before  his  feet  it  innocently  fell. 

“  Enrag’d,  once  more  I  try’d  my  bow  to  draw, 

<(  Then  firft  his  foe  the  furious  monfter  faw  5 

He 


For  the  Y  E  A  R  1767.  2 

He  lafli’d  his  kurdy  Tides  with  kern  delight. 

And  rifing  in  his  rage  prepar’d  for  fight. 

With  inilant  ire  his  mane  eredted  grew. 

His  hair  look’d  horrid,  of  a  brindled  hue  ; 

Circling  his  back,  he  feem’d  in  fadt  to  bound. 

And  like  a  bow  he  bent  his  body  round ; 

As  when  the  fig-tree  fkilful  wheelers  take. 

For  rolling  chariots  rapid  wheels  to  make ; 

The  fellies  firfl,  in  fires  that  gently  glow. 

Gradual  they  heat,  and  like  a  circle  bow  ; 

Awhile  in  curves  the  pliant  timber  (lands. 

Then  fprings  at  once  elaftic  from  their  hands. 

On  me  thus  from  afar,  his  foe  to  wound. 

Sprung  the  fell  lion  with  impetuous  bound. 

My  left  hand  held  my  darts  direct  before. 

Around  my  break  a  thick  ilrong  garb  I  wore  • 

My  right,  club-guarded,  dealt  a  deadly  blow 
Full  on  the  temples  of  the  rufhing  foe  : 

So  hard  his  fkull,  that,  with  the  kurdy  Hroke, 

My  knotted  club  of  rough  wild-olive  broke: 

Yet,  ere  I  clos’d,  his  favage  fury  fled, 

With  trembling  legs  he  flood,  and  nodding  head  5 
The  forceful  onfet  had  contus’d  his  brain. 

Dim  mills  obfcur’d  his  eyes,  and  agonizing  pain. 

This  I  perceiv’d  ;  and  now,  an  eafy  prey, 

I  threw  my  arrows  and  my  bow  away. 

And,  ere  the  beak  recover’d  of  his  wound. 

Seiz’d  his  thick  neck,  and  pinn’d  him  to  the  ground  ; 
With  all  my  might  on  his  broad  back  I  prek, 

Lek  his  fell  claws  fhould  tear  my  adverfe  break  ; 

Then  mounting,  clofe  my  legs  in  his  1  twin’d 
And  with  my  feet  fecur’d  his  paws  behind  ; 

My  thighs  I  guarded,  and  with  all  my  ftrength 
Heav’d  him  from  earth,  and  held  him  at  arm’s  length, 
And  ftrangled  thus  the  feliek  of  the  fell  ; 

Hits  mighty  foul  defending  funk  to  hell.. 

The  conqueii  gain’d,  frefh  doubts  my  mind  divide. 
How  (hall  I  ftrip  the  monker’s  lhaggy  hide  ? 

Hard  talk!  for  the  tough  fkin  repell’d  the. dint 
Of  pointed  wood,  keen  keel,  or  fharpek  flint: 

Some  god  infpir’d  me,  Handing  kill  in  paufe. 

To  flay  the  lion  with  the  lion’s  claws. 

This  l"  accomplifh’d,  and  the  fpoil  now  yields 
A  firm  fecurity  in  fighting  fields : 

Thus,  Phyleus,  was  the  Nemean  monfter  flain. 

The  terror  of  the  forefl  and  the  plain, 

That  flocks  and  herds  devour’d,  and  many  a  villag 
*'■  fwain.” 
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*fhe  ftory  of  Go  diva.  From  Edge-hill,  a  poem .  By  Bichard  ft ago.  A .  M» 

WHEN*  Edward,  lad  of  Egbert’s  royal  race. 

O’er  fev’n  united  realms  the  fceptre  fway’d, 

Earl  Leofric,  with  truft  of  fov’reign  pow’r. 

The  fubjefl  Mercians  rul’d.  His  lofty  hate 
The  loveliell  of  her  fex  !  in  inward  grace 
Moll  lovely  ;  wife,  beneficent,  and  good. 

The  fair  Godiva  fhar’d.  A  noble  dame. 

Of  Thorold’s  ancient  line  !  But  pageant  pomp 
Charm’d  not  her  faintly  mind  like  virtuous  deeds. 

And  tender  feeling  for  another’s  woe. 

Such  gentle  paffious  in  his  lofty  breail 
He  cherifn’d  not:  but,  with  defpotic  fway, 

Controul’d  his  vaffal  tribes,  and  from  their  toil 

His  luxury  maintain’d.  Godiva  faw 

Their  plaintive  looks;  with  grief  fne  faw  thy  arts, 

O  Coventry  !  by  tyrant  laws  deprefs’d  ; 

And  urg’d  her  haughty  lord,  by  every  plea 
That  works  on  gen’rous  minds,  with  patriot  rule. 

And  charter’d  freedom,  to  retrieve  thy  weal. 

Thus  pleaded  {he,  but  pleaded  all  in  vain! 

Deaf  vvas  her  lord  ;  and,  with  a  Hern  rebuke. 

He  will’d  her  ne’er  again,  by  fuch  requeh. 

To  touch  his  honour,  or  his  rights  invade. 

What  could  fhe  do?  Mull  his  fevere  command 
Check  the  ilrpng  pleadings  of  benevolence? 

Mud  public  love  to  matrimonial  rules 
Of  lordly  empire,  and  obedience  meek, 

.Perhaps  by  man  too  partially  explain’d  ! 

Give  way?  For  once  Godiva  dar’d  to  think 
It  might  not  be  ;  and,  amiably  perverfe  ! 

Her  fuit  renew’d.  Bold  was  th’  adventrous  deed  ! 

Yet  not  more  bold  than  fair  !  if  pitiful 
Be  fair,  and  charity,  that  knows  no  bounds. 

Wffiat  hadfl  thou  then  to  fear  from  wrath  inflam’d 
With  fenfe  of  blackeft  guilt  ?  Rebellion,  join’d 
With  female  weaknefs,  and  officious  zeal ! 

So  Eeofric  might  call  the  virtuous  deed  ; 

Perhaps  might  punifh  as  befitted  deed 

So  call’d,  if  love  reflrain’d  not.  Yet,  though  love 

O’er  anger  triumph’d,  and  imperious  rule. 

Not  o’er  his  pride  ;  which  better  to  maintain. 

Hip  anfwer  thus  he  artfully  return’d. 

Why  will  the  partner  of  my  royal  hate, 

J?prbidden,  hill  her  wild  petition  urge  ? 


« 


e  Edward  fhe  ConftiTcr, 
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Think  not  my  bread  is  fteel’d  againft  the  touch 
Of  fweet  humanity.  Think  not  I  hear 
Regardlefs  thy  requed.  If  piety. 

Or  other  motive,  with  miftaken  zeal. 

Call’d  to  thy  aid,  pierc’d  not  my  ftubborn  frame. 

Yet  to  the  pleader’s  worth,  and  moded  charms, 

Wou’d  my  fond  love  no  trivial  boon  impart. 

But  pomp  and  fame  forbid.  That  vadalage. 

Which,  thoughtlels,  thou  woud’d  tempt  me  to  diffolve. 
Exalts  our  fplendor,  and  augments  my  pow’r. 

With  tender  bofoms  form’d,  and  yielding  hearts. 

Your  fex  foon  melts  at  fights  of  vulgar  woe; 

Heedlefs  how  glory  fires  the  manly  bread 
With  love  of  high  pre-eminence.  This  flame. 

In  female  minds,  with  weaker  fury  glows, 

Oppofing  lefs  the  fpecious  arguments 
For  milder  regimen,  and  public  weal. 

But  plant  feme  gentler  pafhon  in  its  room. 

Some  virtuous  inftind  fuited  to  your  make. 

As  glory  is  to  ours,  like  it  requir’d 
A  ranfom  for  the  vulgars  vafi'al  date. 

Then  wou’d  the  ftrong  contention  foon  evince 
How  falfely  now  thou  judged  of  my  mind. 

And  judify  my  conduct.  Thou  art  fair. 

And  chade  as  fair;  with  niced  fenfe  of  fhame. 

And  fan&ity  of  thought.  Thy  bofom  thou 
Did’ft  ne’er  expofe  to  Ihamelefs  dalliance 
Of  wanton  eyes;  nor — ill-concealing  it 
Beneath  the  treach’rous  cov’ring,  tempt  afide 
The  fecret  glance,  with  meditated  fraud. 

Go  now,  and  lay  thy  tnoded  garments  by. 

In  naked  beauty  mount  thy  milk-white  deed. 

And  through  the  dreets,  in  face  of  open  day. 

And  gazing  flaves,  their  fair  deliv’rer  ride; 

Then  will  l  own  thy  pity  was  fincere. 

Applaud  thy  virtue,  and  confirm  thy  fuit. 

But  if  thou  lik’d  not  fuch  ungentle  terms. 

And  public  fpirit  yields  to  private  Oiame, 

Think  then  that  Leofric,  like  thee,  can  feel. 

Like  thee,  may  pity,- while  he  feems  fevere. 

And  urge  thy  fuit  no  more.  His  fpeech  he  clos’d. 

And,  with  ftrange  oaths,  confirm’d  the  deep  refolve. 

Again,  within  Godiva’s  anxious  bread 
New  tumults  rofe.  At  length  her  female  fears 
Gave  way,  and  fweet  humanity  prevail’d. 

Reluctant,  but  refolv’d,  the  matchlefs  fair 
Gives  all  her  naked  beauty  to  the  fun  : 

Then  mounts  her  milk-white  deed,  and,  thro’  the  dreets 
Rides  fearlefs ;  her  dilhevell’d  hair  a  veil ! 
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That  o’er  her  beauteous  limbs  luxuriant  flow’d. 

Like  *  Venus,  when,  upon  the  Tyrian  fhore, 

Difguis’d  flie  met  her  fon.  "With  gratitude, 

.And  rev’rence  low,  fch’  afionifh’d  citizens 
Before  their  great  fultana  proflrate  fall. 

Or  to  their  inmoft  privacies  retire. 

All,  but  one  prying  Have  !  who  fondly  hop’d. 

With  venial  curioflty,  to  gaze 

On  fuch  a  wond’rous  dame.  But  foul  difgrace 

O’ertook  the  bold  offender,  and  he  Hands, 

By  jufl  decree,  a  fpe&acle  abhorr’d. 

And  lading  monument  of  fwift  revenge 

For  thoughts  impure,  and  beauty’s  injur’d  charms f* 

* 

*  — - - - dederatque  comas  diffundere  ventis.  Virg. 

f  Story  of  Leofnc  and  Godiva,  from  Sir  Will.  Dugdale’s  antiquities  of 
Warwicklhire, 

The  following  narrative  is  fubjoin’d  to  fat  iffy  the  curioflty  of  fuch  as  may 
not  have  a  prelent  opportunity  of  confulting  this  valuable  cdlleftion  of  antiqui¬ 
ties.  That  part  of  the  ftoiy,  of  which  no  mention  is  mace  here,  refts  upon 
'other  authorities,  fufficient,  at  leaft,  for  the  writer’s  purpofe  though  fome- 
v.  hat  diff  rently  relaied.  How  far  he  has  lucceeded  in  explaining  what  ap-  • 
peared  to  hi  nr  to  be'oblcure,  and  in  giving  a  true  meaning  and  confiliency  to  the 
whole,  and  thereby  rendering  it  more  credible,  agreeably  to  thole  feemingly  au¬ 
thentic  memorials  which  are  preferred  of  it,  is  left  to  the  judgment  of  the  reader. 
The  dory,  as  taken  from  a  MS,  in  Bib.  Bod.  and  Math.  Paris,  is  as  follows: 

“  This  Leofnc  wedded  Godeva,  a  molt  Beautiful  and  devout  lady,  filter  to 
one  Th'orold,  finer  iff  of  Lincolnfiiire,  in  thole  days,  and  founder  of  Spalding— 
Abbey,  as  alio  of  the  ft  k  aid  lineage  of  Thor 'Id,  llieriff  of  that  county,  in 
the  time  of  Kenulph,  ding  ot  Mercia.  Which  countefs  Godeva  bearing  an 
extraordinar  y  aifedti  n  to  this  place,  often,  and  earne/tly  befought  her  hulband,, 
that,  for  the  love  of  GoT  and  the  bleffed  Virgin,  he  would  free  it  from  that:: 
gr  .  v  ms  fervituue  "’hereunto  it  was  lubjedl.  But  he  rebuking  her  for  impor¬ 
tuning  him  in  a  matter  lb  inconfiftent  with  his  profit,  commanded  that  fhe  (horrid 
thenceforth  forbear  to  move  therein.  Yet  fhe,  out  of  her  womanilh  pertinacity, ,, 
c< ued  to  folicit  him,  infomuch  that  he  told  her,  if  (he  woujd  ride  on  horle— 
back  nak  d,  from  one  end  of  the  town  to  the  other,  in  the  fight  of  all  the  peo¬ 
ple.  he  would  grant  her  requeft.  Whereunto  (he  return’d.  But  will  you  give: 
me  leave  fo  to  do  ?  And  he  replying,  Yes;  the  noble  lady,  upon  an  appointed! 
clay,  got  on  horfeback  naked,  with  her  hair  loofe,  fo  that  it  covered  all  her  bo¬ 
dy,  but  the  legs,  and  thus  performing  the  journey,  fhe  returned  with  joy  tor 
fur  hufoand,  who  thereupon  granted  to  the  inhabitants  a  charter  of  freedom. 

It  is  pleafant  enough  to  obferve,  with  what  earnelinefs  the  above-mentioned! 
learned  writer  dwells  on  the  praifes  of  this  renown’d  lady.  <c  And  now,  be¬ 
fore  I  proceed,  fays  he,  I  have  a  word  more  to  fay  of  the  noble  countefs  Go¬ 
deva,  which  is,  that  belides  her  devout  advancement  of  that  pious  work  of! 
his,  i.  e.  her  hufband  Leofi  ic,  in  this  magnificent  monaftery,  viz.  of  monks  ati 
Coventry,  (lie  gave  her  whole  treafure  thereto,  and  fent  for  fkilful  goldfmiths,. 
who,  with  alf  the  gold  and  fiiver  file  had,  made  crolfes,  images  of  faints,  and. 
other  curious  ornaments.”  Which  pafiages  may  ferve  as  a  fpecimen  of  the  de¬ 
votion  and  patriotifm  of  thofe  times. 

V  *  Yfj* 
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Ye  guardians  of  her  rights,  fo  nobly  won! 

Cheriih  the  Mufe’s  labour,  who,  intent 
On  your  renown,  and  cballe  Godiva’s  fame. 

Hath  long  o’er  monkidi  tales,  and  foul  records 
Attentive  ponder’d,  ftudious  to  expound 
Their  dark  intendment,  her  heroic  deed 
Illuftrate,  and  your  gay  proceifion  grace. 

Qf  'Birmingham— -its  manuf attunes — iron-ore — -procefs  of  it.  — Panegyric 

upon  iron.  From  the  jame . 

OR  does  the  barren  foi!  conceal  alone 
X\j  The  crumbly  rock.  Cft-time3  more  pond’rous  ore. 

In  ftrata  clofe,  beneath  its  furface  lies,  ( 

Compafl,  metallic;  but  with  earthy  parts 
Incruited.  Now  another  procefs  view. 

And  to  the  furnace  the  How  wain  attend. 

Here,  in  huge  cauldrons,  the  rough  mafs  they  How, 

Till,  by  the  potent  heat,  the  purer  ore 
Is  liquified,  and  leaves  the  drofs  afloat 
Then,  cautious,  from  the  glowing  pond  they  lead 
The  fiery  dream  along  the  channel  d  floor  ; 

Where,  in  the  mazy  moulds  of  figur’d  fand. 

Anon  it  hardens,  and,  in  ingots  rude. 

Is  to  the  forge  convey’d  ;  whofe  weighty  drokes, 

Inceflant  aided  by  the  rapid  dream, 

'  Spread  out  the  dudtile  ore,  now  tapering 
In  lengthen’d  mafles,  ready  to  obey 
The  workman’s  will,  and  take  its  deftin’d  form. 

Soon  o’er  thy  furrow’d  pavement,  Bremicham! 

Ride  the  loofe  bars  obftrep’rous  ;  to  the  Tons 
Of  languid  fenfe,  and  frame  too  delicate, 

Harfh  noife  perchance,  but  harmony  to  thine. 

Inilant  innumerable  hands  prepare 
To  fhape  and  mould  the  malleable  ore.  * 

Their  heavy  Tides  th’  inflated  bellows  heave, 

Tugg’d  by  the  pulley’d  line,  and,  with  their  blaft 
Continuous,  the  deeping  embers  roufe. 

And  kindle  into  life.  Strait  the  rough  mafs. 

Plung’d  in  the  blazing  hearth,  its  heat  contrafts. 

And  glows  tranfparent.  Now,  Cyclopean  chief! 

Quick  on  the  anvil  lay  the  burning  bar. 

And,  with  thy  i u fly  fellows,  on  its  ddes 
Imprefs  the  weighty  ftroke  See  how  they  drain 
The  fwelling  nerve,  and  lift  the  finewy  *  arm. 


Virg. 


'*  ee  Illi  inter  fefe  magna  vi  brachia  tollunt 

ff  In  numerum,  veifantque  tenaci  fcrcipe  ferrum." 


In 
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In  meafur’d  time ;  while,  with  their  clausing  blows. 
From  ftreet  to  ftreet the  propagated  found 
Increafing  echoes,  and,  on  ev’ry  fide. 

The  tortur’d  metal  fpreads  a  radiant  fhow’r. 

’Tis  noife,  and  hurry  all!  the  thronged  ftreet. 

The  clofe-piled  warehoufe,  and  the  bufy  fhop  I 
With  nimble  ftroke  the  tinkling  hammers  move; 

While  flow,  and  weighty  the  vaft  fledge  defcends. 

In  folemn  bafe  refponfive,  or  apart. 

Or  focially  conjoin’d  in  tuneful  peal. 

The  rough  *  file  grates ;  yet  ufeful  is  its  touch. 

As  fharp  corrofives  to  the  fchirrous  flefh. 

Or,  to  the  ftubborn  temper,  keen  rebuke. 

How  the  coarfe  metal  brightens  into  fame. 

Shap’d  by  their  plaftic  hands !  what  ornament  ! 

What  various  ufe  !  See  there  the  glitt’ring  knife 
Of  tenlper’d  edge  !  The  fciftars’  double  fhaft, 

Ufelefs  apart,  in  focial  union  join’d. 

Each  aiding  each  !  Emblem  how  beautiful 
Of  happy  nuptial  leagues!  The  button  round. 

Plain,  or  imbofl,  or  bright  with  fteely  rays  ! 

Or  oblong  buckle,  on  the  lacker’d  fhoe. 

With  polifh’d  luftre,  bending  elegant 
Its  fhapely  rim.  But  how  fhall  I  recount 
The  thronging  merchandife  ?  From  gaudy  figns. 

The  litter’d  counter,  and  the  fhew-glafs  trim, 

.  Seals,  rings,  ’twees,  bodkins,  crowd  into  my  verfe, 

■I  Too  fcanty  to  contain  their  num’rous  tribes. 

Nor  this  alone  thy  praffe  !  With  fecret  art. 

Thy  Tons  a  compound  form  of  various  grains. 

And  to  the  fire’s  diflblvent  povv’r  commit  ' 

The  precious  mixture ;  oft,  with  fleeplefs  eye. 

Watching  the  doubtful  procefs,  if  perchance 
A  purer  ore  may  blefs  their  midnight  toil ; 

Or  wifh’d  enamel  clear,  or  fleek  japan 
Meet  their  impatient  fight.  Nor  fkilful  flroke 
Is  wanting  of  the  graver’s  pointed  flee] ; 

Nor  artful  pencil,  o’er  the  polifh’d  plate 
Swift  ftealing,  and  with  glowing  tints  well  fraught. 
Thine  too,  of  graceful  form,  the  letter’d  type  ! 

The  friend  of  learning,  and  the  poet’s  pride  ! 

Without  thee  what  avail  his  fplendid  aims. 

And  midnight  labours  ?  Painful  drudgery  ! 

Turn  ferri  rigor,  et  argutas  lamina  fen  as, 

Turn  varise  venere  artes,  &c.”  Virgr, 

Sed  neque  quam  multae  fpedes,  nec  nomina  qua?  funt, 

Eft  numerus,  neque  enim  numero  comprendere  refert.'''  Virg. 


And 
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And  pow’rlefs  effort!  But  that  thought  of  thee 
Imprints  frefft  vigour  on  his  panting  bread. 

As  thou  ere  long  fhalt  on  his  work  imprefs  ; 

And,  with  immortal  fame,  his  praife  repay. 

Hail,  native  Britifh  ore  !  of  thee  poffefs’d. 

We  envy  not  Golconda’s  fparkling  mines. 

Nor  thine  Potofi !  nor  thy  kindred  hills. 

Teeming  with  gold.  What  ?  tho’  in  outward  form 
Lefs  fair?  not  lefs  thy  worth.  To  thee  we  owe 
More  riches  than  Peruvian  mines  can  yield. 

Or  Motezuma’s  crowded  magazines. 

And  palaces  cou’d  boaft,  though  roof’d  with  gold. 

Splendid  barbarity  !  and  rich  didrefs  ! 

Without  the  focial  arts,  and  ufeful  toil  ;  f 

That  polifh  life,  and  civilize  the  mind  ! 

Thefe  are  thy  gifts,  which  gold  can  never  buy. 

Thine  is  the  praife  to  cultivate  the  foil ; 

To  bear  its  inmod  drata  to  the  fun ; 

To  break  and  meliorate  the  diffen’d  clay. 

And,  from  its  clofe  confinement,  fet  at  large 

Its  vegetative  virtue.  Thine  it  is 

The  with’ring  hay,  and  ripen’d  grain  to  (heer. 

And  waft  the  joyous  harved  round  the  land. 

Go  now,  and  fee  if,  to  the  diver’s  edge. 

The  reedy  dalk  will  yield  its  bearded  itore. 

In  weighty  fheafs.  Or  if  the  dubborn  marie. 

In  fidelong  rows,  with  eafy  force  will  rife 
Before  the  diver  plowfhare’s  glitt’ring  point. 

Or  wou’d  your  gen’rous  horfes  tread  more  fafe 
On  plated  gold  ?  Your  wheels,  with  eader  gait. 

On  golden  axles  move  ?  Then  grateful  own, 

Britannia’s  fons !  Heav’n’s  providential  love. 

That  gave  you  real  wealth,  not  wealth  in  diew, 

Whofe  price  in  bare  imagination  lies. 

And  artificial  compact.  Thankful  ply 
Your  iron  arts,  and  all  the  world  is  yours. 

Hail,  native  ore  !  without  thy  pow'rful  aid. 

We  dill  had  liv’d  in  huts,  with  the  green  fod. 

And  broken  branches  roof’d.  Thine  is  the  plane. 

The  chiffel  thine  ;  which  fnape  the  weli-arch’d  dome. 

The  graceful  portico,  and  fculptur’d  walls. 

Wou’d  ye  your  coarfe,  undghtly  mines  exchange 
For  Mexiconian  hills  ?  to  tread  on  gold. 

As  vulgar  fand?  with  naked  limbs,  to  brave 
The  cold,  bleak  air?  to  urge  the  tedious  chace. 

By  painful  hunger  dung,  with  artlefs  toil. 

Thro’  gloomy  foreds,  where  the  founding  axe. 

To  the  fun’s  beam,  ne’er  op’d  the  cheerful  glade. 
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Nor  culture’s  healthful  face  was  ever  feen  ? 

In  fqualid  huts  to  lay  your  weary  limbs. 

Bleeding,  and  faint,  and  ftrangers  to  the  blifs 
Of  home-felt  eafe,  which  British  fwains  can  earn. 

With  a  bare  fpade ;  but  ill,  alas  !  cou’d  earn. 

Were  it  of  gold  ?  Such  the  poor  Indian’s  lot! 

Who  ftarves  ’mid ft  gold,  like  mifers  o’er  their  bags  5 
Net  with  like  guilt!  Hail,  native  Britifh  ore  ! 

For  thine  is  trade,  that  with  its  various  ftores. 

Sails  round  the  world,  and  vifits  ev’ry  clime. 

From  Nova  Zembla  to  th’  Antartic  pole  ; 

And  makes  the  treafures  of  each  clime  her  own. 

By  gainful  commerce  of  her  woolly  vefts. 

Wrought  by  the  fpiky  comb  ;  or  fteely  wares. 

From  the  coarfe  mafs,  by  ftubborn  toil,  refin’d. 

Such  are  thy  peaceful  gifts  !  And  v/ar  to  thee 
Its  beft  fupport,  and  brighteft  horror  owes. 

The  glitt’ring  faulchion,  and  the  thund’ring  tube  ! 

Atwhofe  tremendous  gleam,  and  volley’d  fire. 

Barbarian  kings  fly  from  their  ufelefs  hoards. 

And  yield  them  all  to  thy  fuperior  pow’r. 

PROLOGUE  at  the  Opening  of  the  theatre  Royal  in  Edinburgh ». 

Written  by  fames  Bofwell ,  Efq.  Spoken  by  Mr.  Rofs . 

SCOTLAND,  for  learning  and  for  arms  renovvn’d 
In  ancient  annals,  is  with  luftre  crown’d  ; 

And  full  me  (litres  whate’er  the  world  can  yield 
Of  letter’d  fame,  or  glory  in  the  field: 

In  ev’ry  diftant  clime  Great  Britain  knows. 

The  thiftle  fprings  promifeuous  with  the  rofe. 

While  in  all  points  with  other  lands  file  yied. 

The  ftage  alone  to  Scotland  was  denied  ; 

Miftaken  zeal,  in  times  of  darknefs  bred. 

O’er  the  belt  minds  its  gloomy  vapours  fpread: 

Tafte  and  religion  were  fuppofed  at  ftrife. 

And  ’twas  a  fin— to  view  this  glafs  of  life  ! 

When  the  mufe  ventur’d  the  ungracious  talk. 

To  play  elufive  with  unlicens’d  rriafk. 

Mirth  was  refrain’d  by  ftatutory  awe. 

And  tragic  greatnefs  fear’d  the  fcourge  of  law, 

Illuftrious  heroes  arrant  vagrants  feem’d. 

And  gentleft  nymphs  were  fturdy  beggars  deem’d. 

This  night,  lov’d  George’s  free  enlightened  age. 

Bids  royal  favour  ihieid  the  Sccttifh  ftage  : 

His  royal  favour  ev’ry  bofom  cheers. 

The  drama  now  with  dignity  appears. 


Hard! 
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Hard  is  my  fate  if  murmurings  there  be, 
Becaufe  the  favour  is  announc’d  by  me. 

Anxious,  alarm’d,  and  aw’d  by  ev’ry  frown* 
May  I  intreat  the  candour  of  the  town  ? 

You  fee  me  here  by  no  unworthy  art; 

My  all  I  venture— where  I've  fix’d  my  heart. 
Fondly  ambitious  of  an  honeft  fame. 

My  humble  hopes  your  kind  indulgence  claim. 
I  wifti  to  hold  no  right  but  by  your  choice  ; 

I’ll  rilk  my  Patent  on  the  Public  Voice. 


On  the  much-lamented  Death  of  the  Marquis  of  fa<vifoch 
Sunt  lacryms  rerutn,  &  mentem  mortalia  tangunt.  ViRG«r 

. — - V  Irtuous  Youth  ! 

Thank  Heav’n,  I  knew  thee  not— 1  ne’er  fhall  feel 
The  keen  regret  thy  drooping  friends  fuitain  ; 

Yet  will  l  drop  the  f  mpathiz;ng  tear. 

And  this  due  tribute  to  thy  memory  bring; 

Not  that  thy  noble  birth  provokes  my  fong. 

Or  claims  fuch  offering  from  the  Mufes  fhrine; 

But  that  thy  fpot'efs  ondiffembling  heart. 

Thy  unaffected  manners,  all-unitain’d 
With  pride  of  pow’r,  and  infolence  of  wealth  ; 

Thy  probity,  benevolence,  and  truth, 

(Beit  inmates  of  man’s  foul)  for  ever  loft. 

Crept,  like  fair  how’rs,  in  life’s  meridian  bloom. 

Fade  undiftinguifh’d  in  the  filent  grave. 

O  Bedford  ! — pardon,  if  a  Mufe  unknown, 

Smit  with  thy  heart-felt  grief,  directs  her  way 
To  forrow’s  dark  abode,  where  thee  file  views. 

Thee,  wretched  fire,  and  pitying,  hears  thee  mourn 
Thy  Ruffel’s  fate — Why  was  he  thus  belov’d  ? 
se  Why  did  he  blefs  my  life  ?” — Fond  parent,  ceafe  ; 

Count  not  his  virtues  o’er— Hard  talk  : — Call  forth 
Thy  firm  hereditary  ilrength  of  mind. 

Lo  !  where  the  fhade  of  thy  great  ancekor. 

Fam’d  Ruffel  hands,  and  chides  thy  vain  complaint 
His  philofophic  foul,  with  patience  arm’d. 

And  Chriftian  virtue  brav’d  the  pangs  of  death  ; 

Admir’d,  belov’d,  he  dy’d  ;  (if  right  1  deem). 

Not  more  lamented  than  thy  virtuous  fon  : 

Yet  calm  thy  mind;  fo  may  the  lenient  hand 
Of  Time,  all-foothing  Time,  thy  pangs  affwage. 

Heal  thy  fad  wound,  and  clofe  thy  days  in  peace. 

*  Occafioned  by  a  fall  from  his  horfe. 

.  See 
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See  where  the  objedl  of  his  filial  love. 

His  mother,  loft  in  tears,  laments  his  doom  : 

Speak  comfort  to  her  foul : - ■> 

O  1  from  the  facred  fount,  where  flow  the  ftreama 
Of  heavenly  confolation.  O'  one  drop. 

To  footh  his  haplefs  wife  !  fharp  forrow  preys 
Upon  her  tender  frame — Alas,  the  faints,— 

She  falls  1  ftill  grafping  in  her  hand 

The  pidture  of  her  lord — All-gracious  Keav’n  ! 

Juft  are  thy  ways,  and  righteous  thy  decrees. 

But  dark  and  intricate  ;*gdfe  why  this  meed 
For  tender  faithful  love;  this  fad  return 
For  innocence  and  truth  ?  was  it  for  this 
By  Virtue  and  the  fmiling  Graces  led, 

(Fair  types  of  long  fucceeding  years  of  joy). 

She  twin’d  the  votive  wreath  at  Hymen’s  fhrine. 

So  Soon  to  fade  and  die  ? — Yet  O  !  refiedf, 

Chafte  partner  of  his  life  !  you  ne’er  deplor’d 
His  alienated  heart :  (difaftrous  ftate  ! 

Condition  worfe  than  death  !)  the  facred  torch 
Burnt  to  the  laft  its  unremitted  fires ! 

No  painful  felf-reproach  haft  thou  to  feel ; 

The  confcious  thought  of  every  duty  paid. 

This  fweet  refledtion  fhall  fupport  thy  mind. 

Be  this  thy  comfort : — Turn  thine  eyes  a  while. 

Nor  with  that  lifelefs  picture  feed  thy  v/oe  ; 

Turn  yet  thine  eyes ;  fee  how  they  court  thy  fmiles. 
Thofe  infant  pledges  of  connubial  joy  ! 

Dwell  on  their  looks, — and  trace  his  image  there  : 
And  O  !  fince  Heav’n,  in  pity  to  thy  lofs. 

For  thee  one  future  bleffing  has  in  ftore, 

Cherifh  that  tender  hope — Plear  reafon’s  voice  ; 
Hufh’d  be  the  ftorms  that  vex  thy  troubled  breaft. 
And  angels  guard  thee  in  the  hour  of  pain. 

Accept  this  ardent  pray’r;  a  mufe  forgive. 

Who  for  thy  forrow  draws  the  penfive  figh. 

Who  feels  thy  grief,  tho’  erft  in  frolic  hour 
She  tun’d  her  comic  rhymes  to  mirth  and  joy, 
Unfkill’d  (I  ween)  in  lofty  verfe,  unus’d 
To  plaintive  ftrains,  yet  by  foft  pity  led. 

Trembling  revifits  the  Pierian  vale  ; 

There  culls  each  fragrant  flow’r,  to  deck  the  tomb 
Where  generous  Ruffe!  lies.  .  ■ 


ODE 


For  the  YEAR  ^1767.  24 1 

\  ^  ...  ; 

ODE  for  the  N  e  w  Year,  Jan.  i,  1767. 

WHEN  firft  the  rude,  o’er-peopled  north. 

Pour’d  his  prolific  offspring  forth 
At  large,  in  alien  climes,  to  roam. 

And  feek  a  newer  better  home, 

From  the  bleak  mountain’s  barren  head. 

The  marfhy  vale,  th’  ungrateful  plain. 

From  cold  and  penury  they  fled 
To  warmer  funs  and  Ceres’  golden  reign. 

At  ev’ry  ftep  the  breezes  blew 
Soft  and  more  foft ;  the  lengthen’d  view 
Did  fairer  fcenes  expand  : 

Unconfcious  of  approaching  foes 
The  farm,  the  town,  the  city  rofe. 

To  tempt  the  fpoiler’s  hand. 

Not  Britain  fo.  For  nobler  ends 
Her  willing,  daring  fons  fhe  fends. 

Fraught  like  the  fabled  car  of  old. 

Which  fcatter’d  bleflings  as  it  roll’d.* 

From  cultur’d  fields,  from  fleecy  downs. 

From  vales  that  wear  eternal  bloom. 

From  peopled  farms,  and  bufy  towns. 

Where  fhines  the  ploughfhare,  and  where  founds  the  loom* 

To  Tandy  defarts,  pathlefs  woods. 

Impending  fteeps,  and  headlong  floods 
She  fends  th’  induftrious  fwarm  ; 

To  where,  felf-ftrangled  Nature  lies, 

’Till  focial  art  fhall  bid  her  rife 
From  chaos  into  form. 

Thus  George  and  Britain  blefs  mankind,—* 

And,  left  the  parent  realm  fhould  find 
Her  numbers  fhrink,  with  flag  unfurl’d 
She  Hands  th’  afylurn  of  the  world. 

From  foreign  ftrands  new  fubjedls  come. 

New  arts  accede  a  thoufand  ways. 

For  here  the  wretched  finds  a  home. 

And  all  her  portals  Charity  difplays. 

From  each  proud  mafter’s  hard  command. 

From  tyrant  Zeal’s  oppreffive  hand 
What  eager  exiles  fly  ! 

“  Give  us,  they  cry,  ’tis  Nature’s  caufe, 

O  give  us  liberty  and  laws, 

Beneath  a  harfher  fky,” 

Thus  George  and  Britain  blefs  mankind. 

Away,  ye  barks ;  the  favouring  wind 
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Springs  from  the  Eaft  :  ye  pow’rs,  divide 
The  vaft  Atlantic’s  heaving  tide. 

Britannia,  from  each  rocky  height, 

Purfues  you  with  applauding  hands  ; 

Afar,  impatient  for  the  freight. 

See,  the  whole  weftern  world  expecting  ftands ! 
Already  Fancy  paints  each  plain. 

The  defarts  nod  with  golden  grain. 

The  wond’ring  vales  look  gay  : 

The  woodman’s  ftroke  the  forefts  feel, 

The  lakes  aditiit  the  merchant’s  keel - — ■» 

Away,  ye  barks,  away  ! 


Tranjlation  of  a  Greek  Epigram,  on  a  Grecian  Beauty* 

TH  Y  eyes  declare  th*  Imperial  wife  of  ]ove. 

Thy  breads  difclofe  the  Cyprian  queen  of  love  ; 

Minerva’s  fingers  thy  fair  hand  difplays. 

And  Thetis’  limbs  each  graceful  flep  betrays. 

Bleft  man  !  whofe  eye  on  thy  bright  form  has  hung  ; 

Thrice  bleft  !  who  hears  the  mufic  of  thy  tongue. 

As  monarchs  happy  !  who  thy  lips  has  preft  j 
But  who  embraces*  as  the  gods  is  bleft. 

An  Original  Poem,  from  the  Appendix  newly  puhlijhed  to  Dr,  Swift’s 

Works, 

Letter  to  the  Dean ,  when  in  England,  in  172 6. 

*■  * 

YO  U  will  excufe  me,  I  fuppofe. 

For  fending  rhyme  inftead  of  profe, 

Becaufe  hot  weather  makes  me  lazy  ; 

To  write  in  metre  is  more  eafy. 

While  you  are  trudging  to  the  town, 

I’m  ftrolling  Dublin  up  and  down  ; 

While  you  converfe  with  lords  and  dukes, 

I  have  their  betters  here,  my  books  5 
Fix’d  in  an  elbow  chair,  at  eafe, 

I  chufe  companions  as  I  pleafe. 

I’d  rather  have  one  fingle  Ihelf, 

Than  all  my  friends,  except  yourfelf ; 

For,  after  all  that  can  be  faid. 

Our  beft  acquaintance  are  the  dead. 

While  you’re  in  raptures  with  Fauftina, 

I’m  charm’d  at  home  with  cur  Sheelina 
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While  you  are  ftarving  there  in  ftate, 

I’m  cramming  here  with  butter’s  meat. 

You  fay,  when  with  thofe  lords  you  dine* 
They  treat  you  with  the  beft  of  wine. 
Burgundy,  Cyprus,  and  Tokay  ; 

Why  fo  can  we,  as  well  as  they. 

No  reafon  then,  my  dear  good  Dean, 

But  you  fhould  travel  home  again. 

What  though  you  mayn’t  in  Ireland  hop£ 

To  find  fuch  folks  as  Gay  and  Pope ; 

If  you  with  rhymers  here  would  (hare 
But  half  the  wit  that  you  can  fpare, 

I’d  lay  twelve  eggs,  that  in  twelve  days*; 
You’d  make  a  doz’n  of  Popes  and  Gays. 

Our  weather  is  good,  our  Iky  is  clear* 
We’ve  ev’ry  joy,  if  you  were  here  ; 

So  lofty,  and  fo  bright  a  Iky, 

Was  never  feen  by  Ireland’s  eye  l 
I  think  it  fit  to  let  you  know. 

This  week  I  fhall  to  Quilca  go ; 

To  fee  M‘Fayden’s  horny  brothers, 

Firft  fuck,  and  after  bull  their  mothers* 

To  fee,  alas  !  my  wither’d  trees  ! 

To  fee,  what  all  the  country  fees ! 

My  Hunted  quicks,  my  famifh’d  beeves  $ 

My  fervants  fuch  a  pack  of  thieves ; 

My  lhatter’d  firs,  my  blafted  oaks ; 

My  houfe  in  common  to  all  folks : 

No  cabbage  for  a  fingle  fnail ; 

My  turnips,  carrots,  parfnips  fail ; 

My  no  green  peas,  my  few  green  fprouts  3 
My  mother  always  in  the  pouts  % 

My  horfes  rid,  or  gone  allray  ; 

My  fifti  all  ftol’n,  or  run  away  ; 

My  mutton  lean,  my  pullets  old, 

My  poultry  ftarv’d,  the  corn  all  fold. 

A  man,  come  now  from  Quilca,  fays. 
They’ve  llol’n  the  locks  from  all  your  keys  % 
But  what  mull  fret  and  vex  me  more. 

He  fays,  they  Hole  the  keys  before. 

They’ve  ftol’n  the  knives  from  all  the  forks. 
And  half  the  cows  from  half  the  fturks; 

Nay  more,  the  fellow  fwears  and  vows. 
They’ve  ftol’n  the  fturks  from  half  the  cows. 
With  many  more  accounts  of  woe, 

-  Yet,  though  the  Devil  be  there.  I’ll  go ; 
’Twixt  you  and  me,  the  reafon7s  clear, 

Becaufe  I’ve  more  vexation  here. 

R  2 
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An  Ode  to  SPRING. 

Suppofed  to  have  been  written  by  the  celebrated  VaneiTa,  in  confequence 

of  her  pajjion  for  Dean  Swift. 

HA  I L,  blufhing  goddefs,  beauteous  fpring, 

Who,  in  thy  jocund  train,  doft  bring 
Loves  and  graces,  fmiling  hours. 

Balmy  breezes,  fragrant  flowers ; 

Come,  with  tints  of  rofeate  hue. 

Nature’s  faded  charms  renew. 

Yet  why  fliould  I  thy  prefence  hail  > 

To  me  no  more  the  breathing  gale 
Comes  fraught  with  fweets,  no  more  the  rofe 
With  fuch  tranfcendent  beauty  blows, 

As  when  Cadenus  bleft  the  fcene. 

And  {har’d  with  me  thefe  joys  ferene. 

When,  unperceiv’d,  the  lambent  fire 
Of  friendlhip  kindled  new  defire; 

Still  lifl’ning  to  his  tuneful  tongue. 

The  truths,  which  angels  might  have  fung, 

Divine  impreft  their  gentle  fway. 

And  fweetly  Hole  my  foul  away. 

My  guide,  inftrudtor,  lover,  friend, 

(Dear  names)  in  one  idea  blend  ; 

Oh  !  ftill  conjoin’d,  your  incenfe  rife. 

And  waft  fvveet  odours  to  the  {kies. 

An  Ode  to  Wi  s  d  o  m.  By  the  fame* 

OH  !  Pallas  !  I  invoke  thy  aid  ! 

Vouchfafe  to  hear  a  wretched  maid. 

By  tender  love  depreft  ; 

5Tis  juft  that  thou  Ihould’ft  heal  the  (mart, 

Inflitted  by  thy  fubtle  art, 

And  calm  my  troubled  breaft. 

No  random  {hot  from  Cupid’s  bow. 

But  by  thy  guidance,  foft  and  flow. 

It  funk  within  my  heart ; 

Thus  Love  being  arm’d  with  Wifdom’s  force. 

In  vain  I  try  to  flop  its  courfe. 

In  vain  repel  the  dart. 

O  Goddefs,  break  the  fatal  league. 

Let  Love,  with  Folly  and  Intrigue, 
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More  fit  aflbciates  find ; 

And  thou  alone,  within  my  bread 
O  !  deign  to  foothe  my  griefs  to  reft, 

And  heal  my  tortur’d  mind. 

A  Reflection  on  the  Death  of  the  Marquis  of  T aviftock. 

HOW  fleep  the  brave,  who  fink  to  reft. 

With  all  their  country’s  wifhes  bleft  ! 

When  fpring,  with  dewy  fingers  cold. 

Returns  to  deck  their  hallow’d  moldp 
She  there  {hall  drefs  a  Tweeter  fod. 

Than  fancy’s  feet  have  ever  trod. 

By  fairy  hands  their  knell  is  rung  % 

By  forms  unfeen  their  dirge  is  fung  : 

There  honour  comes  a  pilgrim  grey. 

To  blefs  the  turf  that  wraps  their  clay  ; 

And  freedom  {hall  awhile  repair. 

To  dwell  a  weeping  hermit  there. 


/ 


The  ROOKERY. 


OH  thou  who  dwell’d  upon  the  bough, 

Whofe  tree  does  wave  its  verdant  brow, 
And  fpreading  (hades  the  diftant  brook. 
Accept  thefe  lines,  dear  fifter  Rook  ! 

And  when  thou’ll:  read  my  mournful  lay, 
Ext.end  thy  wing  and  fly  away. 

Left  pinion-maim’d  by  fiery  {hot, 

Thou  (hould’ft  like  me  bewail  thy  lot| 

Left  in  thy  rook’ry  be  renew’d. 

The  tragic  fcene  which  here  I  view’d. 

The  day  djgclin’d,  the  evening  breeze 
Gently  rock’d  the  filent  trees, 

While  fpreading  o’er  my  peopled  neft, 

I  hufti’d  my  callow  young  to  reft : 

When  fuddenly  an  hoftile  found, 

Explofion  dire  !  was  heard  around  : 

And  level’d  by  the  hand  of  Fate, 

The  angry  bullets  pierc’d  my  mate; 

I  faw  him  fall  from  fpray  to  fpray. 

Till  on  the  diftant  ground  he  lay  : 

With  tortur’d  wing  he  beat  the  plain* 

And  never  caw’d  to  me  again. 


*  $ 


) 


/ 


I 


446  ANNUAL  R  E  G  I  S  T  E  R 

Many  a  neighbour,  many  a  friend. 

Deform’d  with  wounds,  invok’d  their  end  : 

All  fcreaming,  omen’d  notes  of  woe, 

’Gainft  man  our  unrelenting  foe  : 

Thefe  eyes  beheld  my  pretty  brood, 

Flutt’ring  in  their  guiltlefs  blood  ; 

While  trembling  on  the  lhatter’d  tree. 

At  length  the  gun  invaded  me  ; 

But  wayward  Fate,  feverely  kind. 

Refus’d  the  death,  I  wilhfd  to  find  : 

Oh  !  farewell  pleafure ;  peace,  farewell. 

And  with  the  gory  raven  dwell. 

Was  it  for  this  X  fhun’d  retreat. 

And  fix’d  near  man  my  focial  feat  ! 

For  this  deftroy’d  the  infeft  train. 

That  eat  unfeen  the  infant  grain  ! 

For  this,  with  many  an  honeft  note, 

XfTuing  from  my  artlefs  throat, 

I  chear’d  my  lady,  lift’ning  near. 

Working  in  her  elbow  chair  1 

EPITAPH. 

4t  C WESTS  to  the  fweet,”  farewell !  nor,  longer  mourn 
^  A  lucklefs  hufband  from  your  bofom  torn  : 

No  longer  blame  a  father’s  treach’rous  heart ; 

Blamelefs  yourfelf,  and  innocent  of  art— 

Fav’rite  of  Heav’n  !  in  early  life  remov’d  ! 

With  angels  live,  and  love,  and  be  belov’d  ! 

With  angels  feel  what  fate  deny’d  you  here  ! 

Blifs ;  endlefp,  as  the  friend  and  hufband’s  tear  | 

In  all  your  virtues  may  the  world  agree ! 

Your  failings— -buried  in  the  grave,  and  me. 


PROLOGUE  to  the  ENsLrsH  Merchant. 
Spoken  by  Mr .  KING. 

/ 

EACH  year  how  many  Englifh  viiit  France, 

To  learn  the  language,  and  to  learn  to  dance  ! 
UTwixt  Dover  cliffs  and  Calais,  in  July, 

Obferve  how  thick  the  birds  of  ptjffage  fly  l 
Fair-weather  fops  in  fwarms,  frefh-water  failors. 
Cooks,  mantua-makers,  milliners  and  taylors. 

Our  bard  too  made  a  trip  ;  and  fland’rers  fay. 
Brought  home,  among  fome  more  run  good?,  a  play  ; 
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Here !  on  this  quay,  prepar’d  t’unload  his  cargo. 

If  on  the  freight  you  lay  not  an  embargo. 

«  What,  am  I  branded  for  a  fmuggler  cries 
Our  little  Bayes,  with  anger  in  his  eyes. 

«  No,  Englifh  poets,  Englifh  merchants  made, 

**  To  the  whole  world  of  letters  fairly  trade : 
f  c  With  the  rich  ftores  of  antient  Rome  and  Greece, 

“  Imported  duty  free ,  may  fill  their  piece  : 

*'e  Or,  like  Columbus,  crofs  th’  Atlantic  ocean, 

«c  And  fet  Peru  and  Mexico  in  motion  ; 

««  Turn  Cherokees  and  Catabaws  to  fhape  ; 

<(  Or  fail  for  wit  and  humour  to  the  Cape.” 

Is  there  a  weaver  here  from  Spital  Fields  ? 

To  his  award  our  author  fairly  yeilds. 

The  patterny  he  allows,  is  not  quite  new, 

And  he  imports  the  raw  materials  too . 

Come  whence  they  will,  from  Lyons,  Genoa,  Rome, 
’Tis  Englifh  filks  when  wrought  in  Englilh  loom. 

Silks !  he  recants ;  and  owns,  with  lowly  mind. 

His  manufacture  is  a  coarfer  kind. 

Be  it  drab,  drugget,  flannel,  doyly,  frieze. 

Rug  or  whatever  winter-wear  you  pleafe. 

So  it  have  leave  to  rank  in  any  clafs. 

Pronounce  it  Englijb  fluffy  and  let  it  pafs  ! 

fo  Sir  Godfrey  Kneller,  by  the  late  Dr9  Geakie. 

( A  correct  Copy,) 

W’  HILE  meaner  artifts  labour  hard  to  trace 
The  outward  form,  and  features  of  a  face. 

Your  magic  pencil,  Kneller,  takes  the  foul. 

And  when  you  paint  the  man,  you  paint  him  whole. 

On  the  CIRCUS  at  Bath. 

By  a  T  erf  on  of  Quality, 

YOUR  half-round  Circus  by  mere  chance  was  right. 
Your  rounded  Circus  is  a  bee-hive  quite; 

Ail  grace  is  vanifh’d,  all  proportion  loft. 

Space  has  confin’d  you,  and  good  fortune  croft ; 

Plac’d  on  a  hill,  to  a  fine  profpeCt  bare. 

At  three  fharp  crannies  enters  all  your  air  : 

Henceforth  build  crefcents,  blamelefsly  be  dull. 

But  never  build  again  a  moon  at  full. 
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ODE  for  his  Majesty’s  Birth-Day  June  4,  1767# 

FRIEND  to  the  poor  !— -for  fure,  O  king, 

That  godlike  attribute  is  thine — 

Friend  to  the  poor  ;  to  thee  we  fing, 

To  thee  our  annual  offerings  bring. 

And  bend  at  mercy’s  fhrine. 

In  vain  had  nature  deign’d  to  fmile 
Propitious  on  her  fav’rite  ifle 
Emerging  from  the  main  : 

In  vain  the  genial  fource  of  day 
Seledted  each  indulgent  ray 
For  Britain’s  fertile  plain  : 

In  vain  yon  bright  furrounding  {kies 
Bade  all  their  clouds  in  volumes  rife. 

Their  foft’ring  dews  diftill’d  : 

In  vain  the  wide  and  teeming  earth 
Gave  all  her  buried  treafures  birth. 

And  crown’d  the  laughing  field  : 

For  lo  !  fome  fiend,  in  evil  hour, 

Affuming  famine’s  horrid  mien. 

Diffus’d  her  petrifying  power 

O’er  tnoughtlefs  plenty’s  feftive  bower. 

And  blafled  every  green. 

Strong  panic  terrors  fhook  the  land  : 

Th’  obdurate  bread:,  the  griping  hand 
Were  almofi  taught  to  fpare; 

For  loud  mifrule,  the  fcourge  of  crimes. 

Mix’d  with  the  madnefs  of  the  times. 

And  rous’d  a  rudic  war. 

Whilft  real  want,  with  figh  fincere. 

At  home,  in  filence,  dropp’d  the  tear. 

Or  rais’d  th’  imploring  eye. 

Foul  riot’s  fons  in  torrents  came. 

And  dar’d  ufurp  thy  awful  name. 

Thrice  facred  mifery  ! 

Then  George  arofe.  His  feeling  heart 
Infpir’d  the  nation’s  better  part 
With  virtues  like  its  own; 

His  power  controul’d  the  infatiate  train 
Whofe  avarice  grafp’d  at  private  gain 
Regardlefs  of  a  people’s  groan. 

Like  fnows  beneath  th’  all  chearing  ray 
The  rebel  crowds  diffolv’d  away : 

And  juftice,  tho’  the  fword  fhe  drew. 

Glanc’d  lightly  o’er  th*  offending  crew, 
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And  fcarce  fele&ed,  to  avenge  her  woes, 

A  (ingle  vi&im  from  a  hoft  of  foes. 

Yes,  mercy  triumph’d ;  mercy  (hone  confeft, 

Jn  her  own  nobleft  fphere,  a  monarch’s  bread. 

Forcibly  mild  did  mercy  (bine 

Like  the  fweet  month  in  which  we  pay 
Our  annual  vows  at  mercy’s  (hrine. 

And  hail  our  monarch’s  natal  day. 

On  Mn  Ga  rrick’s  PiSlure  by  a  Buft  of  Shakefpeare.  By  Bn 

H— rr — gt — n  of  Bath. 

THE  foul’s  chief  virtues  are  in  fy  mbols  (hewn, 

By  wifdom’s  bird  is  fage  Minerva  known ; 

Jdalian  turtles  fpeak  love’s  gentle  fire, 

The  mufe  is  mark’d  by  Phoebus’  golden  lyre, 

■ 

Art  may  exprefs  yon  venerable  buft, 

And  form  each  feature  to  refemblance  juft  ; 

But  Nature  pleas’d — with  choiceft  tints  defign’d, 

^Tbee  /  happy  fymbol  of  her  Shakefpeare’s  mind. 

* 

The  LOVER  and  the  FRIEND. 

Taken  from  the  Bagatelles . 

I. 

ENDU’D  with  all  that  could  adorn. 

Or  blefs,  the  firfl:  and  faireft  born ! 

A  Soul  !  that  looks  fuperior  down. 

Let  giddy  fortune  fmile  or  frown  ; 

With  age’s  wifdom,  not  her  years, 

Stella,  all  excellence  appears ; 

Then,  who  can  blame  me,  if  I  blend 
The  name  of  Lover  with  the  Friend  ? 

II. 

Like  Noah’s  dove,  my  bufy  bread 
Has  rov’d  to  find  a  place  of  reft  ! 

Some  faithful  bofom,  to  repofe. 

And  hu(h,  the  family  of  woes. 

Then,  do  I  dream  ?  or,  have  I  found 
The  fair  and  hofpitable  ground  ? 

Ah  !  quit  your  fex’s  rules,  and  lend 
A  Lover’s  wifties  to  the  Friend. 

III. 

Abfence  I  try’d,*—but  try’d  in  vain ! 

It  heals  not,  but  upbraids  my  pain; 
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For  thee  !  I’d  bear  the  reaper’s  toil ; 
For  thee  !  confume  the  midnight  oil  ; 
Then,  to  your  judgment,  wou’d  I  owe 
All  that  I  read,  and  write,  and  know  ; 
Can  thofe  who  wilh,  like  me,  pretend 
To  part  the  Lover  and  the  Friend ! 

IV. 


Come,  then  !  and  let  us  dare  to  prove 
Dihnterefted  fweets  of  love  ; 

For,  gen’rous  love  no  dwelling  finds. 
In  poor  and  mercenary  minds ; 

Laugh  at  life’s  idle  fiutt’ring  things ; 
Look  down  with  pity  upon  kings ; 
Carelefs  !  who  like,  or  difcommend, 
Bled  in  the  Lover  and  the  Friend  ! 

V. 

Oh  !  come,  and  we’ll  together  hade. 
O’er  life’s  uncomfortable  wade  : 

$ear  the  (harp  thorn,  to  find  the  rofe. 
And  fmile  at  tranfitory  woes ; 

Keep  the  bright  goal  of  hope  in  view. 
Nor,  look  behind,  as  others  do ; 

’Till  death,  and  only  death,  fhall  end 
At  once  the  Lover  and  the  Friend. 


PROLOGUE  to  THE  TAYLORS. 


Spoken  by  Samuel  Foote,  Efq% 

And  fuppofed  to  be  written  by  D  — - G — E/qi 

i 

THIS  night  we  add  fome  heroes  to  our  ftore. 
Who  never  were,  as  heroes,  feen  before  ; 

No  bludering  Romans,  Trojans,  Greeks,  (hall  rage. 
Ho  knights,  arm’d  cap  a-pee,  (hall  croud  our  (lage  ; 
Nor  (hall  our  Henry s,  Edwards,  take  the  field, 
Oppofing  fword  to  fword,  and  (hield  to  (hield  ; 

With  other  inftruments  our  troop  appears  ; 

Needles  to  thimbles  (hall,  and  (heers  to  (beers ; 

With  parchment  gorgets,  and  in  buckram  arm’d. 
Cold-blooded  taylors  are  to  heroes  warm’d  ; 

And,  fiip-fliod,  hide  to  war. — No  lyons  glare. 

No  eye-balls  dadting  fire,  (hall  make  you  dare : 

Each  outfide  fhall  belye  the  fluff  within  ; 

A  Roman  fpirit  in  each  taylor’s  (kin : — 

A  taylor-legg’d  Pompey,  Caffius,  (hall  you  fee, 

And  the  ninth-part  of  Brutus  ftrut  in  me  1 
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What  fho*  no  fwords  we  draw,  no  daggers  (hake. 

Yet  can  our  warriors  a  quietus  make 

With  a  bare  bodkin . — Now  be  dumb,  ye  railers. 

And  never  but  in  honour  call  out  Taylors ! 

But  are  thefe  heroes  tragic  ?  you  will  cry. 

Oh,  very  tragic!  and  I’ll  tell  you  why— 

Should  female  artifts  with  the  male  combine. 

And  mantua*makers  with  the  taylors  join ; 

Should  all,  too  proud  to  work,  their  trades  give  o’er. 
Nor  to  be  Tooth’d  again  by  Six -pence  more. 

What  horrors  would  enfue  !  Firft  you,  ye  beaux. 

At  once  lofe  all  exiftence  with  your  cloaths ! 

And  you,  ye  fair,  where  wou’d  be  your  defence  ? 

This  is  no  golden  age  of  innocence  ! 

Should  drunken  bacchanals  the  graces  meet. 

And  no  police  to  guard  the  naked  llreet : 

Beauty  is  weak,  and  paffion  bold  and  flrong, 

Oh  then— -But  modefty  reftrains  my  tongue. 

May  this  night’s  bard  a  fkilful  taylor  be 
And  like  a  well-made  coat  his  tragedy. 

Tho’  clofe ,  yet  eafyt  decent  but  not  dully 
Short  but  not  J 'canty ,  without  buckram>  FULL. 

/ 

<fhe  ACCEPTABLE  SACRIFICE. 
A  Fragment  of  Menander  : 

Tranflated  by  Francis  Fawkes,  M.  A» 

> 

WHOE’ER  approaches  to  the  Lord  of  all. 

And  with  his  offerings  defolates  the  flail 4 
Who  brings  a  hundred  bulls  with  garlands  dreft. 

The  purple  mantle,  or  the  golden  veil  ; 

Or  ivory  figures  richly  wrought  around. 

Or  curious  images  with  emeralds  crown’d  ; 

And  hopes  with  thefe  God’s  favour  to  obtain. 

His  thoughts  are  foolifh,  and  his  hopes  are  vain. 

He,  only  he,  may  truft  his  pray’r  will  rife. 

And  Heav’n  accept  his  grateful  facrifice. 

Who  leads,  beneficent,  a  virtuous  life; 

Who  wrongs  no  virgin,  who  corrupts  no  wife; 

No  robber  he,  no  murd’rer  of  mankind. 

No  mifer,  fervant  to  the  fordid  mind. 

Dare  to  be  juft,  my  Pamphilus,  difdain 
The  fmalleft  trifle  for  the  greateft  gain  : 

For  God  is  nigh  thee,  and  his  purer  fight 
In  a&s  of  goodnefs  only  takes  delight ; 
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He  feeds  the  labourer  for  his  honeft  toil. 

And  heaps  his  fubftance  as  he  turns  the  foil. 

To  him  then  humbly  pay  the  rites  divine. 

And  not  in  garments,  but  in  goodnefs  (hine. 

Guiltlefs  of  confcience  thou  may’ll  fafely  deep 
Tho*  thunders  bellow  through  the  boundlefs  deep* 

A*Tranflation  of  a  little  Sonnet  wrote  by  Plato,  in  his  younger  time  oj 
Hfey  and prefer<uid  by  Diogenes  Laertius. 

TAKE  the  gift  that  I  bellow. 

Catch  this  apple  that  I  throw ; 

Part  of  the  heap,  my  fairelt  fee. 

The  heap  I’ve  treafur’d  up  for  thee. 

Take  it,  and  my  offer’d  love 
If,  befide,  thou  doll  approve. 

In  kind  return  to  my  bleft  arms 
Yield  up  the  treafure  of  thy  charms. 

But  if  (how  that  But  I  hate  ! 

Be  it  not  confirm’d  by  fate  !) 

Thou  favour’ll  not  my  am’rous  fuits 
Still  take  my  prefent  of  the  fruit. 

Think  when  thou  behold’ll  its  bloom, 

What  to-morrow  ’twill  become  : 

Think,  that,  if  eaten  not  to-day. 

To  teeth  of  Time  ’twill  fall  a  prey. 


EPITAPH  on  Claudius  Phillips, 

By  Dr.  Johnson. 

PHILLIPS  !  whofe  touch  harmonious  could  remove 
The  pangs  of  guilty  power  or  haplefs  love. 

Reft  here  :  opprefs’d  by  poverty  no  more. 

Here  find  that  calm  thou  gav’ll  fo  oft  before  s 
Sleep  undifturb’d  within  this  humble  Ihrine, 

Till  angels  wake  thee  with  a  note  like  thine® 
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Verfes  infer ibed  on  a  /mail  Cottage , 
of  Retirement ,  built  by  — —  Pen 
Severn. 


tge,  in  ruflic  Tafie,  intended  as  a  Plate 
Powis,  Ej\\  in  a  Grove  by  the  River 


STAY,  paflenger,  and  tho*  within. 

Nor  gold,  nor  glittering  gems  are  feen. 
To  ftrike  thy  dazzled  eye. 

Yet  enter,  and  thy  ravifh’d  mind 
Beneath  this  humble  roof  lhall  find 
What  gold  will  never  buy. 

Within  this  folitary  cell. 

Calm  thought  and  fweet  contentment  dwell. 
Parents  of  blifs  fincere  : 

Peace  fpreads  around  her  balmy  wings. 

And,  banifh’d  from  the  courts  of  kings. 
Has  fix’d  her  manfion  here. 


An  Occafonal  Prologue, fpohen  by  Mr ,  Powell,  at  the  Opening  of  the  ^Theatre 
Royal  in  Covent-Garden,  on  Monday  the  14 th  of  Se pt. 


S  when  the  merchant,  to  increafe  his  ftore. 


For  dubious  feas  advent’rous  quits  the  fhore. 


Still  anxious  for  his  freight,  he  trembling  fees 
Rocks  in  each  buoy,  and  tempers  in  each  breeze  ; 
The  curling  wave  to  mountains  billows  fwells. 

And  every  cloud  a  fancied  ftorm  foretells : 

Thus  rafhly  launch’d  on  this  theatric  main. 

Our  all  on  board,  each  phantom  gives  us  pain  5 
The  catcall’s  note  feems  thunder  in  our  ears. 

And  every  hifs  a  hurricane  appears ; 

In  ‘ Journal  fquibs  we  lightning’s  blaft  efpy. 

And  meteors  blaze  in  every  critic’s  eye. 

Spite  of  thefe  terrors,  dill  feme  hopes  we  view, 
Hopes  ne’er  can  fail  us — fmee  they’re  plac’d  in  you. 
Your  breath  the  gale,  our  voyage  is  fecure. 

And  fafe  the  venture  which  your  fmiles  infure  : 

Tho’  weak  his  fkill,  th’  advent’rer  mu  ft  fucceed. 
Where  candour  takes  the  endeavour  for  the  deed* 

For  Brentford’s  ftate  two  kings  could  once  fuffice. 
In  ours,  behold  !  four  kings  of  Brentford  rife  ; 

All  fmelling  to  one  nofegay’s  odorous  favour. 

The  balmy  nofegay  of  the— public  favour. 

From  hence  alone  our  royal  funds  we  draw. 

Your  pleafure  our  fupport,  your  will  our  law. 

While  fuch  our  government,  we  hope  you’ll  own 
But,  fhould  we  ever  tyrants  prove— dethrone  us. 
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Like  brother  monarchs,  who,  to  coax  the  nation, 

Begin  their  reigns  with  fome  fair  proclamation  ;  L 

We  too  Ihould  talk  at  leaft— of  Reformation ;  j 

Declare  that  during  btar  imperial  fway. 

No  bard  lhall  mourn  hi?  long-negle&ed  play ; 

But  then  the  play  muft  have  fome  wit,  fome  fpirit. 

And  we  allow'd  foie  umpires  of  its  merit. 

For  thofe  deep  fages  of  the  judging  pit. 

Whole  tafte  is  too  relin'd  for  modern  wit. 

From  Rome's  great  theatre  we'll  cull  the  piece. 

And  plant  on  Britain's  ftage  the  flowers  of  Greece. 

If  fome  there  are  our  Britilh  bards  can  pleafe,  v 

Who  tafte  the  ancient  wit  of  ancient  days. 

Be  our’s  to  fave  from  time’s  devouring  womb 
Their  works,  and  fnatch  their  laurels  from  the  tomb. 

For  you,  ye  fair,  who  fprightlier  fcenes  may  choofe. 

Where  mulic  decks  in  all  her  airs  the  mule. 

Gay  opera  lhall  all  its  charms  difpenfe. 

Yet  boaft  no  tuneful  triumph  over  fenfe : 

The  nobler  bard  lhall  ftill  alfert  his  right. 

Nor  Handel  rob  a  Shakefpeare  of  his  night. 

To  greet  their  mortal  brethren  of  our  Ikies, 

Here  all  the  gods  of  pantomime  lhall  rife  : 

Yet  'midll  the  pomp  and  migic  of  machines. 

Some  plot  may  mark  the  meaning  of  our  fcenes : 

Scenes  which  were  held,  in  good  king  lich's  days. 

By  fages,  no  bad  epilogues  to  plays. 

If  terms  like  thefe  your  fuffrage  can  engage. 

To  fix  our  mimic  empire  of  the  ftage  ; 

Confirm  our  title,  in  your  fair  opinions. 

And  croud  each  night  to  people  our  dominions. 

On  the  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Chesterfield’s  Recovery  from  a  late 

lndifpofition . 

Michael  Clancy,  M.  D, 

D arrow  in  Ireland ,  Sept,  29, 

Je  difois  a  la  nuit  fomhre ; 

Y#  *vas  mainttnant  dans  ton  ombre. 

he  cacher  four  toujours  : 

Je  redifois  a  l'  Aurcre, 

La  mantinee  que  tu  *vas  eclore 
Ce  fera  le  dernier  de  fes  jours* 

IN  noon-day  heat,  a  pilgripi  fpread 

His  limbs  to  warmth,  and  chaf'd  his  head ; 

z 
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Enjoy’d  the  fun,  whofe  pow’rful  ray 
Enliven’d  once  Promethean  clay  : 

Sudden  he  finds  a  fhade  of  night 
Invade  its  flrong  meridian  light : 

Soon  feels  s  dreary  damp,  and  fees 
The  gloom  advancing  by  degrees ; 

Till  ail  its  lucid  orb  was  feiz’d 
With  darknefs,  thick’ning  as  he  gaz’d  z 
Convulfive  pangs  his  foul  affright 
With  terrors  of  eternal  night : 

No  hope  that  time  may  light  reftore; 

And  noon-day  was  to  be  no  more. 

Thus  when,  of  late,  pale  ficknefs  fpread 
A  difmal  mill  round  Stanhope’s  head  ; 

That  head,  whofe  prudence  Hates  rever’d. 

And  ev’ry  foe  to  virtue  fear’d ; 

A  threat’ning  cloud  hung  o’er  thofe  eyes 
Whofe  vigour  pierc’d  thro*  falfe  difguife  5 
That  tender  heart  began  to  grieve 
Whofe  chiefeil  joy  was  to  relieve  5 
And  faintly  thrill’d  that  vital  flood 
Which  flow’d  for  univerfal  good. 

Swift  Fame  the  difmal  tidings  bore. 

And  Albion  moan’d  from  fhore  to  fhore ; 

Her  genius  droop’d.  In  mournful  lays 
Ierne’s  fons  attempt  his  praife; 

O  belt  of  men  I  whofe  conduct  fage 
Appeas’d  rebellion’s  horrid  rage  ; 

Full  right  he  held  the  guiding  helm; 

Our  lives  he  fav’d,  who  fav’d  the  realm* 

Propitious  Heav’n,  your  aid  bellow 
On  him  whofe  heart  would  pity  fhow. 

Eclipfes  are  the  fun’s  difeafe. 

When  the  dark  moon  obftru&s  his  rays : 

As  fhe  goes  off,  he  fhines  again. 

And  re-aflumes  his  fplendid  reign* 

That  dreadful  cloud  is  blown  away. 

Which  darken’d  Stanhope’s  lovely  day 
On  ev’ry  face  a  chearful  fmile 
Shews  joy  renew’d  thro’  Britain’s  Ifle  1 
To  mirth  Ierne’s  harp  refounds ; 

To  mirth  each  vocal  hill  rebounds. 

Her  rural  pipes  his  fafety  greet. 

In  fprightly  airs,  and  numbers  fweet. 

Swift  fly  loud  notes  from  filver  firings* 

And  ev’ry  mufe  in  concert  flngs. 


PRO- 
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PROLOGUE  to  THE  OXONIAN  in  TOWN ; 

Spoken  by  Mr.  Woodward, 

In  the  character  of  a  gentleman  commoner ,  drejed  in  his  academical 

habit . 

FRESH  from  the  fchools,  behold  an  Oxford  fmart. 

No  dupe  to  faience,  no  dull  Have  of  art ; 

As  to  our  drefs,  faith  ladies,  to  fay  truth 
It  is  a  little  aukward,  and  uncouth; 

No  fword,  cockade,  to  lure  you  to  our  arms— 

But  then  this  airy  talfel  has  its  charms. 

What  mortal  Oxford  laun drefs  can  withfland 
This,  and  the  graces  of  a  well-ftarch’d  band  ? 

In  this  array,  our  fpark,  with  winning  air. 

Boldly  accofts  the  froth-compelling  fair ; 

Fall  by  the  tub,  with  folded  arms  he  Hands, 

And  fees  his  furplice  whiten  in  her  hands ; 

And  as  fhe  dives  into  the  foapy  floods, 

Wilhes  almoft — himfelf  were  in  the  fads* 

Sometimes  the  car  he  drives  impetuous  on. 

Cut,  lalh,  and  flafh,  a  very  Phaeton. 

Swift  as  the  fiery  couriers  of  the  fan, 

Up  hill  and  down,  his  raw-bon’d  hackneys  run. 

Leaving,  with  heat  half  dead,  and  dull  half  blind. 

Turnpikes  and  bawling  hofts  unpaid  behind. 

You  think  perhaps  we  read — perhaps  we  may 
—The  news,  a  pamphlet,  or  the  laft  new  play  ; 

But  for  the  fcribblers  of  th*  Augujian  age, 

Horace ,  and  fuch  queer  mortals — not  a  page ; 

His  brilliant  fterling  wit  we  juftly  hold 
More  brilliant  far,  transform’d  to  fterling  gold* 

Though  Euclid  we  digeft  without  much  pain. 

And  folve  his  problems  into  brifk  champaign. 

Fir’d  with  this  juice— why  let  the  proftor  come, 

«  Young  men,  ’tis  late— ’tis  time  you  were  at  home.’* 

Zounds !  are  you  here,  we  cry,  with  your  dull  rules. 

Like  Banquo' s  ghoft,  to  pujh  us  from  our  fools. 

Such  are  the  ftudies  frnarts  purfae  at  college  : 

Oh!  we  are  great  proficients  in  fach  knowledge. 

But  now,  no  more  from  claffic  fields  to  glean. 

The  mufe  to  Co<vent-Garden  Ihifts  thefcene ; 

There  fhall  I  enter  next,  fans  cap  and  gown. 

And  play  my  part  on  this  great  ftage  the  fawn. 

\  Bowing,  and  going ,  returns, ] 

Soft 
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Soft  ye,  a  word  or  two  before  I  go  ; 

Our  piece  is  call'd  a  Comedy ,  you  know. 

A  two- aft  Comedy!  though  Rome  enafts. 

That  every  comedy  be  juft  five  afts. 

Hence  parent  dullnefs  the  vain  title  begs. 

For  fqualling,  dancing  monfters  on  five  legs. 

The  bantling  of  to-night,  if  rear’d  by  you. 

Shall  run,  like  men  and  women,  upon  Two, 

EPILOGUE. 

Spoken  by  Mrs,  Mattocks, 

[  Enter  as  Lucy ,  with  a  pack  of  cards .] 

HERE  they  are  ladies !— Should  thefe  charming  packs 
Be  doubly  loaded  with  a  filthy  tax  ? 

“  My  card  to  your’s,  my  lord,  a  thoufand  pound  ; ” 

Oh !  charming fport !— Oh  !  might  l  deal ’em  round  ? 

Yet  will  I  ufe  ’em,  and.  Oh  !  deign  to  lift, 

Tho’  ’tis  no  lefture  on  the  game  of  whift. 

The  future  doom  of  gamefters  to  explore 
I,  like  the  Sibyl’s  leaves,  the  cards  turn  o’er  ; 

Nor  think,  ye  fair,  thefe  books  of  fate  deceive, 

Thefe  only  books  ’tis  modilh  to  believe. 

Firft  with  longftafF,  lhort  coat,  a  fwagg’ring  fpark. 

Some  gambler,  ’prentice,  or  attorney’s  clerk. 

His  fortune  alks — What  card  defcribes  thefe  cubs  ? 

Oh  \  here  I  have  him  in  the  knave  of  clubs. 

By  clear  conftruftion  of  thefe  pips  I  read. 

Thus  he  will  play  his  cards,  and  thus  fucceed  £ 

At  hazard,  faro,  brag,  he  joins  the  groupe. 

And  ends  a  knave,  as  he  commenc’d  a  dupe. 

And  thence,  his  broken  fortunes  to  repair. 

At  Hounflow  firft,  then  Tyburn,  takes  the  air. 

Here,  in  the  king  of  diamp?ids ,  piftur’d  ftands 
An  heir,  juft  warm  in  his  dead  father’s  lands. 

Now  hey  for  cards  and  dice,  his  elbows  fhake  ; 

The  fympathizing  trees  and  acres  quake  ! 

His  cooks  lament,  dogs  howl,  and  grooms  regret 
Their  fate  depending  on  each  defperate  bett. 

Now  dup’d,  the  bullet  whizzes  thro’  his  head. 

And  fhattersduft  to  duft,  by  lead  to  lead. 

Lo  !  next  to  my  prophetic  eye  there  ftarts 
A  beauteous  gamefter,  in  the  queen  of  hearts  / 

The  cards  are  dealt,  the  fatal  pool  is  loft. 

And  all  her  golden  hopes  for  ever  croft, 
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Yet  dill  this  card-devoted  fair  I  view, 

Whate’er  her  luck,  to  Honour  ever  true. 

So  tender /Am?,  if  debts  crowd  fail  upon  her. 

She’ll  pawn  her  Virtue—  to  preferve  her  Honour . 

Thrice  happy  were  my  art,  could  I  foretell. 

Cards  would  be  foon  abj  ur’d  by  each  fond  belle  : 

Yeti  pronounce,  who  cherifh  kill  this  vice. 

And  the  pale  vigils  keep  of  cards  and  dice, 

’Twill  in  their  charms  ftrange  havock  make,  ye  fair  ! 
Which  rouge  in  vain  fliall  labour  to  repair : 

Beauties  (hall  grow  mere  hags  ;  toafts  wither’d  jades ; 
Frightful,  and  ugly,  as  the  Queen  of  Spades. 

*  I  (  % 

PROLOGUE 

To  a  PEEP  BEHIND  THE  CURTAIN; 

Or,  THE  NEW  REHEARSAL, 

BO  L  D  Is  the  man,  and  compos  mentis  fcarce— 
Who,  In  thefe  nicer  times,  dares  write  a  farce ; 

A  vulgar,  long- forgotten  taile  renew  ; 

All  now  are  comedies,  five  adds,  or  two. 

Authors  have  ever  in  a  canting  ftrain, 

Begg’d  mercy  for  the  bantlings  of  their  brain  : 

That  you,  kind  nurfe,  would  fondle’ton  your  lap. 

And  rear  it  with  applaufe,  that  belt  of  pap - - 

Thus  babes  have  in  their  cradles  Ycap’d  a  blow, 

Tho’  lame  and  rickety  from  top  to  toe  : 

Our  bard,  with  prologue-outworks  has  not  fenc’d  him? 
For  all  that  I  fhall  fay,  will  make  againfl  him. 
Imprimis,  this  his  piece- — a  Farce  we  call  it— 

Ergo  ’ tis  low— and  ten  to  one  you  maul  it ! 

Wou’d  you,  becaufe  ’tis  low,  no  quarter  give  ? 
Blackguards  as  well  as  gentlemen,  fhou’d  live  ; 

?Tis  downright  Englifh  too — Nothing  from  France , 
Except  fome  beafts,  which  treat  you  with  a  dance. 
With  a  burletta  too  we  fhall  prefent  you- — — 

And,  not  Italian— that  will  difeontent  you. 

Nay,  what  is  worfe — you’ll  fee  it,  and  mull  know  it 
1  Thomas  King,  of  King- fir eet ,  am  the  poet : 

The  murder’s  out - the  murderer,  dete&ed. 

May  in  one  night,  be  try’d,  condemn’d,  diile&ed. 

’Tis  {aid,  for  1'candaPs  tongue  will  never  ceafe ; 

That  mifebief’s  meant  againii  our  little  piece  : 

Let  me  look  round.  I’ll  tell  you  how  the  cafe  is — ■ 
There’s  not  one  frown  a  fingle  brow  difgraces  ; 

I  never  faw  a  fvveeter  fet  of  faces ! 
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Suppofe  Old  Nick,  before  you  righteous  folk. 

Produce  a  farce,  brim-full  of  mirth  and  joke  ; 

Tho’  he,  at  other  times,  would  fire  your  blood  ; 

You’d  clap  his  piece,  and  fvvear,  ’twas  devilijb  good  ! 

Malice  propenfe  !  ’tis  falfe  !  it  cannot  be— — 

Light  is  my  heart,  from  apprehenfions  free  - — - 
If  you  would  fave  Old  Nick ,  you’ll  never  damn  poor  me. 

EPILOGUE 

AL  L  fable  is  figure — -I  your  bard  will  maintain  it. 

And  lead:  you  don’t  know  it,  ’tis  fit  I  explain  it; 

The  Lyre  of  our  Orpheus ,  means  your  approbation  ; 

Which  frees  the  poor  poet  from  care  and  vexation: 

Shou’d  want  make  his  miilrefs  too  keen  todifpute. 

Your  fmiles  fill  his  pockets — — and  Madam  is  mute: 

Shou’d  his  wife,  that’s  himfelf,  for  they  two  are  but  one  5 
Be  in  hell,  that’s  in  debt,  and  the  money  all  gone  : 

Your  favour  brings  comfort,  at  once  cures  the  evil. 

For  ’leaping  bumbailiffs,  is  ’leaping  the  devil. 

Nay  Cerberus  Critics  their  fury  will  drop. 

For  fuch  barking  monfiers,  your  fmiles  are  a  fop  : 

But  how  to  explain  what  you  moll  will  require. 

That  Cows,  Sheep,  and  Calves,  fhou’d  dance  after  the  lyre. 
Without  your  kind  favour,  how  fcanty  each  meal ! 

But  with  it  comes  dancing.  Beef,  Mutton,  and  Veal • 

For  fing  it,  or  fay  it,  this  truth  we  all  fee. 

Your  applaufe  will  be  ever  the  true  Beaume  de  Vie . 

\ 

PROLOGUE  to  the  New  Comedy  of  The  WIDOW’D  WIFE* 

Spoken  by  Mr,  HOLLAND. 

TO  gain  the  public  ear,  the  man  of  rhimes 

Should  always  fpeak  the  language  of  the  times ; 

And  little  elfe  hath  been  of  late  in  hearing. 

Than  terms  andphrafes  of  eledtioneering. 

Our  author  therefore  fends  me  to  allure  ye. 

Worthy,  and  free  electors  of  Old  Drury , 

How  happy  he  Ihould  prove,  if  it  content  you. 

That  he  be  one  of  thofe  who  reprefent  you  ; 

The  fate  poetic,  laws,  and  legillatnre. 

Like  the  political ,  in  form  and  nature  ; 

Phoebus,  the  nine,  and  bards  of  reputation. 

King,  peerage,  commons,  of  the  fcribbling  nation. 
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Now,  from  Parnaffus’  throne,  the  prince  of  wit, 

It  feems,  hath  iffued  out  his  royal  writ 
For  a  new  member— -no  offence  to  give 
To  a  late  worthy  reprefen tative  ; 

Who,  ris’n  to  favour,  hath  from  us  retreated. 

And  ’mid ft  the  lords  of  t’other  houfe  is  feated— 

His  fervice  loft,  prefuming  you  may  need  him. 

The  prefent  candidate  would  fain  fucceed  him. 

Not  that  he  vainly  boafts,  on  this  occafion. 

He  met  encouragement  from  your  perfuafion  ; 

Or  that  both  friends,  who  love,  and  foes,  who  hate  him. 
Have  been  unanimous  to  nominate  him. 

’Tis  for  this  loyal  borough,  his  affettion. 

And  patriot  zeal,  that  make  him  rifk.  th’  ele&ion  : 

To  his  conftituents  fubjedt  to  controul. 

With  whofe  good  leave  he  means  to  Hand  the  poll  ; 
Trufting  fecure  to  their  impartial  choice. 

The  town  uncanvafs’d  for  a  fingle  voice  : 

Nay,  brib’d  no  brother  burgefs  bard  of  note. 

Nor  by  corruption  gain’d  one  critic’s  vote. 

Too  proud  to  beg,  too  modeft  to  demand, 

By  merit  only  would  he  fall  or  ftand  : 

Nor  enmity  nor  friendfhip  interfering, 

He  only  afks  a  fair  and  candid  hearing. 

If,  after  that,  you  fhould  with  fcorn  rejeft  him. 

Or  make  one  honeft  fcruple  to  elect  him. 

He’ll  lay  his  unadvifed  fcheroe  afide. 

And  frankly  own  himfelf  not  qualified. 


EPILOGUE,  fpoken  ly  Mrs.  C  L  I  V  £. 

WHATEVER  difcord  and  diforder  reign. 

Among  the  learned  Tons  pf  Warwick-lane, 

Should  they  throw  fquibs  made  up  of  latin  fcraps. 

And  come  to  pulling  wigs,  as  women  caps. 

The  fick  efcape- — death  will  not  lay  about  him. 

He  has  more  honour,  than  to  work  without  ’em. 

Should  you  ( to  the  pit )  whofe  fkill  and  wiidom  we  acknow- 

kdgc,  _ 

The  fellows  of  this  old  dramatic  college, 

(No  matter  what  the  caufe  of  altercation) 

Croud  hither  ev’ry  night  for  difputation  ; 

The  bard,  half  dead  before,  enjoys  the  fport. 

Gets  ftrength  each  day,  and  is  the  better  for’t. 

Warm’d  with  this  fuhjedd,  let  your  fancies  play* 

And  me,  by  licence,  make  a  dottor,  pray. 
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Suppofe  this  gown  a  fuit  of  velvet,  plain. 

With  a  gold  button,  and  this  fan — a  cane  ; 

My  cap  becomes  a  tye ,  molt  wifely  big  j 
Oh  !  no — I  had  forgot— a  fmart  hag  wig  : 

No  phyfic  bujhes  now  are  feen  in  town  ; 

For  all  the  figns,  you  knpw,  are  taken  down. 

Call  me  licentiate — > fellow — what  you  will — 

I’ll  feel  your  pulfes  all,  and  prove  my  fkill. 

The  pulfes  of  the  boxes  firft  I’ll  feel. 

And  by  their  beating  will  'heir  thoughts  reveal. 

(Jhe  acts  the  defter  feeling  a  pulfe) 

Languid,  and  low — Wildman’s  old-fafhion’d  ffory 
Was  much  too  nervous,  to  be  fet  before  ye  : 

For  twelve  long  years  a  tender  wife  forfaking. 

Worn  out  with  wand’ring,  and,  what’s  worfe,  with  raking. 

And  then  return — he  was  not  worth  the  taking. 

As  for  the  pulfes  of  my  friends  above. 

They  thump  for  joy. — when  fpoufes  kifs  and  love. 

Blefs  their  young  hearts — what  means  this  palpitation? 

Each  mifs’s  blood  is  now  in  agitation  ! 

Each  quick  pulfation  for  Narcifla  beats  ; 

When  fhe  went  off — they  fcarce  could  keep  their  feats. 

When  Lombard  talk’d  of  bribes— how  lik’d  you  that? 

( to  the  pit,) 

Some  pulfes  in  this  houfe  went— pat,  pat,  pat. 

If  this  our  night’s  prefeription  you  have  taken. 

Without  wry  faces,  or  your  heads  much  Ihaken  ; 

If  you  perceive  fome  chara&er,  and  wit. 

With  plot  and  humour — quantum  fujficit  $ 

Mixt  up  with  fal  volatile  of  fatire  : 

Let  it — quotidie  nofte  repet  at  ur  ; 

’Tis  by  our  nojlrums  you  are  kept  alive  ; 

Purfue  the  regimen  of  Bo&or  Clive, 

A  PASTORAL.  In  the  modern  Style, 

Pastora  and  Galatea. 

BEneath  the  umbrageous  fhadow  of  a  fhade. 

Where  glowing  foliage  on  the  furface  play’d. 

And  golden  rofes  fann’d  the  lilver  breeze. 

In  many  a  maze  light  echoing  through  the  trees, 

Paftora  tun’d  the  fweetly-panting  llring. 

And  ruddy  notes  thus  wak’d  the  flattering  fpring, 

While  from  th’  alternate  margin  or  an  oak, 

A  woodland  Naiad  thus  meandring  fpokp. 
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Pastora. 

The  reed  difports  upon  the  founding  thorn. 

And  Philomel  falutes  the  noon -tide  morn. 

The  buzzing  bees,  poetic  from  their  hive. 

In  fmooth  alliteration  feem  alive  : 

But  ah !  my  virgin  fwain  is  chafter  far 
Than  Cupid’s  painted  fhafts,  or  fparrows  are; 
Sparrows,  that  perch,  like  Sapphos,  on  my  lay. 

Or  hop  in  concert  with  the  dancing  day. 

Galatea. 

What  found  was  that,  which  dawn’d  a  bleating  hue. 
And  blufh’d  a  figh  ?  Paftora,  was  it  you  ? 

Your  notes,  fweet  maid,  this  proverb  hill  fhall  foil, 
«  The  pot  that’s  watch’d  was  never  known  to  boil.’ 

Pastora. 

Ah,  no!  whate’er  thou  art,  or  figh,  or  word. 

Or  golden  water  fam’d,  or  talking  bird  ; 

Source  of  my  joy,  or  genius  of  my  notes. 

Or  Ocean’s  landfcape  ftampt  with  lyric  boats. 

Ah,  no  !  far  hence  thy  aromatic  drains 
Recoil,  and  beautify  our  vaulted  plains. 

Galatea. 

Thy  dazzling  harmony  affedls  me  fo. 

In  azure  fymmetry  I  figh— ah,  no  ! 

Ah,  no  !  ah,  no!  the  woods  irradiate  fing. 

Ah,  no  !  ah,  no!  for  joy  the  grottoes  ring  ; 

E’en  Heraclitus’  vocal  tears  would  flow. 

To  hear  thee  murmur  thy  melodious  No  ! 

Thy  voice,  ’tis  true,  Paftora,  gilds  the  fky. 

But  woods  and  grottoes  flutter  in  my  eye. 

i 

Pastora. 

When  night  pellucid  warbles  into  day. 

And  morn  fonorous  floats  upon  the  May, 

With  well-blown  bugle  through  the  wilds  of  air 
I  roam  accordant,  while  the  bounding  hare 
In  covert  claps  her  wings,  to  fee  me  pafs 
Ethereal  meadows  of  tranfparent  grafs, 

Galatea. 

Magnetic  thunders  now  illume  the  air* 

And  fragrant  muflc  variegates  the  year. 

Light  trips  the  dolphin  through  cerulean  woods. 
And  fpotlefs  tygers  harmonize  the  floods ; 
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Ev’n  Thetis  fmooths  her  brow,  and  laughs  to  fee 
Kind  nature  weep,  in  fymphony  with  me. 

P  a  s  t  o  r  a  . 

This  young  conundrum  let  me  firtt  propofe. 

It  puzzles  half  our  dainty  belles  and  beaux. 

What  makes  my  lays,  in  blue-ey’d  order  fhine 
So  far  fuperior,  when  compar’d  with  thine  ? 

Galatea. 

Expound  me  this,  and  I’ll  difclaim  the  prize. 

Whole  1  u lire  blufhes  with  Peruvian  dyes. 

When  crowing  foxes  whittle  in  their  dens. 

Or  radiant  hornpipes  dance  to  cocks  and  hens. 

What  makes  tty  Reynard  and  his  cackling  mate. 

That  fav’d  the  capitol,  refign  to  fate  ? 

Pastora. 

But  fee,  Aquarius  fills  his  ample  vafe. 

And  Taurus  warbles  to  Vitruvian  laws  : 

So,  crab-like  Cancer  all  her  fpeed  attumes. 

And  Virgo,  ftill  a  maid,  elattic  blooms. 

My  rofe-lipt  ewes  in  myftic  wonder  ttand 
To  hear  me  ttng,  and  court  my  confcious  hand. 

Adieu,  my  goats  ;  for  ne’er  fhall  rural  mufe 
Your  philofophic  beards  to  ftroke  refufe. 


An  Ironical  Eulogium  on  IGNORANCE.  By  Dr,  Clancy,  of 

Durrow,  in  Ireland. 

Quanto  reSiius  eft  fe  plane  nihil  fare  confteri . 

KNowledge,  that  woeful  fource  of  ftrife. 

The  peft  and  bane  of  human  life. 

Deriv’d  from  Adam’s  fatal  tree. 

To  curfe  his  wretched  progeny  5 
Has  made  all  true  enjoyments  lefs 
Than  what  our  fellow-brutes  pofiefs  5 
Who  by  unerring  inttintt  move. 

And  from  its  dictates  never  rove  ; 

But  always  fteadily  purfue 
What  fimple  nature  bids  them  do. 

This  true  attertion  mutt  furprife. 

And  fhock  the  learned  and  the  wife. 

Who  look  on  all— -with  proud  difdain. 

That  want  the  ttuff  that  loads  their  brain, 
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And  keeps  them  ever  by  delufion 
In  dark  irregular  confufion. 

The  fureft  calm  that  can  allay 
The  ftorms  of  life's  tempeftuous  fea. 

Is  found  in  undifturb’d  repofe. 

Whence  every  juft  contentment  flows : 

Thus  in  the  thoughtlefs,  carelefs  mind. 

The  feat  of  real  bills  we  find. 

O  Ignorance!  thou  darling  child 
Of  nature,  like  thy  parent  mild;  \ 

Thou  precious  gift,  beftow’d  at  birth. 

To  form  our  happinefs  oji  earth  ; 

Involv’d  in  thee,  we  bid  defiance 
To  all  the  rocks  and  crags  of  fcience ; 

In  thy  fa fe  port  fecure  we  fleep. 

While  Learning  ploughs  the  toilfome  deep  ; 

Thy  influ’nce  makes  the  blockhead  fcribble 
Conundrums  quaint,  and  far-fetch’d  quibble; 
Makes  Anti  Chriftian  — - —  preach,' 

And  cow-boys  Greek  and  Latin  teach  ; 
Phyficians  gravely  mix  a  potion. 

That  cures  all  ills  by  flopping  motion ; 

The  foggy  lawyers  make  defence 
Again  ft  all  rules  of  common  fenfe; 

Dull  magiftrates  on  benches  nod. 

And  vainly  hold  the  ufeJefs  rod  : 

Make  ftatefmen  loll  in  fplendor,  brewing 
Their  mafter’s  and  the  nation’s  ruin. 

From  love,  the  choice!!  boon  that  Heav’n 
Has  by  its  kind  indulgence  giv’n. 

Is  ev’ry  ftore  of  fweetnefs  flown. 

When  fecrets  once  are  too  well  known  : 

Thus,  all  the  joys  of  life’s  fhort  trance 
Confift  in  downright  Ignorance.  1 

Knowledge!  withdraw  thy  hated  rays * 

We  love  obfcurity  and  eafe  : 

Extend  thy  glimm’ring  light  no  more. 

But  let  us  yawn,  and  fleep  and  fnore  : 

Since  not  e’en  Berkley’s  vifions  faw 
TV  intrinfic  parts  that  form  a  ftraw ; 

Nor  Newton,  more  than  mortals  wife. 

Who  fathom’d  earth,  and  feas,  and  Ikies, 

Cou’d  ever  truly  underftand 
The  effence  of  one  grain  of  fand. 
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The  WINTER’S  WALK 

By  Samuel  Johnson, 

BEHOLD,  my  fair,  where’er  we  rove. 
What  dreary  profpe&s  round  us  rife: 
The  naked  hill,  the  lea  fiefs  grove. 

The  hoary  ground,  the  frowning  Ikies  ! 

Nor  only  through  the  waded  plain. 

Stern  Winter,  is  thy  force  confefs’d  ; 

Still  wider  fpreads  thy  horrid  reign, 

1  feel  thy  pow’r  ufurp  my  bread. 

Enlivening  hope  and  fond  defire, 

Refign  the  heart  to  fpleen  and  care. 

Scarce  Lighted  love  maintains  her  fire. 

And  rapture  faddens  to  defpair, 

in  groundlefs  hope,  and  caufelefs  fear. 

Unhappy  man  1  behold  thy  doom 
Still  changing  with  the  changeful  year. 

The  Have  of  funfhine  and  of  gloom. 

Tir’d  with  vain  joys,  and  falfe  alarms. 

With  mental  and  corporeal  drife. 

Snatch  me,  my  Stella,  to  thy  arms, 

4nd  fcreen  me  from  the  ills  of  life. 
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An  Account  of  Books,  for  1767. 


*y}H E  Hiftory  of  the  Life  of  King 
Henry  the  Second,  and  of  the  age 
in  which  he  lived,  in  five  Books  :  to 
•which  is  prefixed ,  a  Hiftory  of  the  Re¬ 
volutions  of  England  from  the  Death 
ef  Edward  the  Confejfor  to  the  Birth 
@f  Henry  the  Second.  By  George  Lord 
Lyttelton .  [3  vols.  4to.] 

AS  there  is,  perhaps,  no  ftudy 
fo  delightful  as  that  of  hi¬ 
ftory,  fo  there  is  no  hiftory  fo  ufe- 
ful  as  that  of  our  own  country. 
The  very  early  accounts  of  Eng¬ 
land,  as  of  all  other  ancient  nations, 
being  founded  on  fable,  the  read¬ 
ing  of  any  thing  relating  to  thofe 
dark  ages  may  be  conftdered  mere¬ 
ly  as  an  amufement.  But  from 
the  time  that  the  different  king¬ 
doms  of  the  heptarchy  were  united 
trnder  one  government  ;  that  the 
Anglo-Saxon  conftitution  began  to 
be  compleatly  formed  ;  and  that 
fnany  fads  became  properly  afcer- 
tained;  every  part  of  the  hiftory 
of  England  becomes  an  objed  of 
confideration. 

The  noble  author  of  the  excel¬ 
lent  work  before  us,  has  choften 
one  of  the  moft  critical,  the  moft 
diftingufhed,  and  the  moft  interest¬ 
ing  periods,  for  the  fubjed  of  his 
hiftory.  To  his  age  of  Henry  the 
Second  he  has  prefixed  a  hiftory 
of  the  revolutions  which  happened 
in  England  from  the  death  of  Ed¬ 
ward  the  Conf  ffbr  to  the  birth 
pf  that  prince.  And  as  the  hiftory 
df  king  Stephen  is  included  in  the 
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firft  book  of  the  age  of  Henry  the 
Second,  we  have  thereby  a  com- 
pleat  hiftory  of  England  and  of  its 
continental  connedions,  for  that 
interefting  period  of  above  an  hun¬ 
dred  years.  In  this  period  we  fee 
the  conqueft  of  one  mighty  nation 
by  another  ;  the  union  and  incor¬ 
poration  of  both  nations ;  the  man¬ 
ner  how  by  flow  degrees  they  were 
melted  into  one;  and  their  united 
ads  under  feme  of  the  greateft  rno- 
narchs  that  ever  lived.  The  noble 
writer  traces  out,  with  the  greateft: 
accuracy,  the  degrees  by  which  the 
Norman  feudal  fyftem  was  engraft¬ 
ed  upon  and  interwoven  with  the 
Anglo-Saxon  conftitution  ;  from 
whence,  through  various  modifica* 
tions,  proceeds  that  excellent  form 
which  we  enjoy  at  prefent. 

This  is  a  part  of  our  hiftory, 
which  requires  the  greateft  labour, 
judgment,  and  knowledge,  to  in- 
veftigate  ;  and  which,  though 
effentially  requisite  to  be  known 
by  every  Englishman  of  confi¬ 
deration  in  his  country,  is  the 
moft  involved  in  obfeurity,  the 
leaft  generally  underftood,  and  the 
part  as  to  which  modern  writ¬ 
ers  differ  moft  in  opinion.  For 
this,  many  caufes  may  be  afligned  ; 
moft  of  our  writers  have  been  in¬ 
fluenced  by  fome  or  other  of  the 
parties  into  which  we  have  been 
fo  frequently  divided,  and  which 
are  perhaps  fo  neceifary  for  the 
prefervation  of  a  free  ftate.  From 
hence  it  has  proceeded,  that  too 
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;many  of  our  hifiorians  have  adopt¬ 
ed  favourite  fyftems,  to  which  every 
thing  that  came  in  their  way  was 
'obliged  to  fubmit,  which,  as  it  has 
leffened  ourcharadler  as  hifiorians, 
has  equally  prevented  our  acquifi- 
tion  of  the  moflufeful  knowledge. 
It  cannot  however  be  denied,  that 
the  materials  for  this  fubjedi  are 
often  defective ;  many  things  are 
overlooked  at  the  time  of  writ¬ 
ing,  as  matters  that  are  generally 
known,  and  that  can  never  be  for¬ 
gotten,  which  if  recorded  would  af¬ 
ford  the  greatefl  lights  to  pofterity* 
It  is  probably  owing  to  their  want 
of  precifion  in  the  antient  writers, 
and  to  the  fondnefs  of  fyflem  in  the 
moderns,  that  we  now  find  it  fo 
difficult  to  trace  the  hiflory  of  our 
antient  con ftitu tion,  or  to  define 
the  exadt  powers  of  the  different 
parts  of  it ;  and  from  thence  arife 
the  great  diverfity  of  opinions  re¬ 
lative  to  thefe  fubjedls. 

It  happens  fortunately,  with  re- 
fpedt  to  the  work  before  us,  that  the 
age  of  Henry  the  fecond  produced 
better  writers  than  had  appeared 
for  feveral  hundred  years  before 
or  after  that  era,  fo  that  it  may  not 
perhaps  be  an  abfolute  impropriety 
to  call  it  the  middle  claffical  age. 
The  noble  author  has  alfo  availed 
himfelf  of  fome  materials,  which 
are  to  be  found  in  few  other  periods 
of  antient  or  modern  times,  viz. 
collections  of  letters,  written  on 
affairs  of  great  moment,  by  fome 
of  the  principal  adlors  in  thofe  af¬ 
fairs,  or  perfons  employed  by 
them,  and  deep  in  their  confidence. 
From  thefe  he  takes  almofl  all  the 
particulars  ofHenry’s  quarrel  with 
Becket,  and  they  ferve  to  throw 
light  on  many  other  important 
tranfadlions.  His  Lordfhip  has 
neglected  nothing  that  could  eluci¬ 


date  his  fubjedt ;  he  has  examined 
the  moil  ancient  records  that  are 
in  being  ;  the  fear  cell  manuferipts  ; 
the  pipe-rolls  of  the  exchequer  ; 
and  whatever  elfe  that  could  in  any 
degree  ferve  to  remove  error,  or  to 
afeertain  fadt;  and  from  this  labo¬ 
rious  courfe  of  enquiry,  we  find 
the  feries  of  events  in  this  hiflory 
better  afeertained,  than  perhaps  in 
any  other  work  of  the  kind  that 
ever  was  publifhed. 

Henry  the  fecond  was  one  of  the 
greatefl  princes,  in  ex.ent  of  do¬ 
minion,  in  magnanimity  and  in 
abilities,  that  ever  governed  this 
nation.  Whether  we  confider  him 
as  a  hero,  or  a  flatefman  ;  whether 
in  the  field  giving  law  to  his  ene¬ 
mies,  or  at  home  adminiflerinr 
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juflice  to  his  people;  we  find  him 
equally  great,  and  his  adtions  e- 
qually  furprizing.  His  life  is  par¬ 
ticularly  inflrudlive,  from  the  un¬ 
common  variety  of  the  events  it 
contains ;  from  its  being  diftin- 
guifhed  by  great  virtues  and  great 
faults  :  by  iudden  and  furprizing 
changes  of  fortune  in  the  affairs  of 
this  kingdom  ;  by  the  fubjedlion 
of  Wales,  of  Scotland,  and  of 
Ireland  ;  and  by  a  glory  furpaffing 
all  military  atchievements,  the  re¬ 
formation  of  government,  and  the 
eflablifhment  of  good  laws  and 
wife  inftitutions,  beneficial  to  the 
public. 

Though  this  period  has  been  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  general  hiftories  of 
other  writers,  yet  it  muff  be  ac¬ 
knowledged,  that  in  works  of  fo 
vafl  an  extent,  there  cannot  be 
fuch  a  full  detail  of  particulars, 
nor  fo  much  exadlnefs  and  accu¬ 
racy,  as  in  thofe  that  are  confined 
to  narrower  limits.  It  is  only  in 
the  latter,  that  the  feveral  flops  and 
preparatory  meafures,  by  which 
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great  aftions  are  conducted,  and 
great  events  are  brought  on,  can 
be  fhewn  with  any  clearnefs. 
Much,  therefore,  in  this  hiftory 
will  be  new  to  many  readers ;  and 
many  matters,  which  have  been 
already  fubjedts  of  difcuffion,  will 
here  appear  in  a  new  light.  In 
particular,  the  refearches  which 
the  noble  author  has  made  into 
the  antient  laws  and  conftitution 
of  England,  and  the  feudal  infti- 
tutions  and  tenures,  will  be  found 
well  worth  the  attention  of  every 
Englilhman.  The  Hate  of  the 
church,  of  the  royal  revenues,  of 
the  exchequer,  and  of  the  military 
government,  are  treated  with  equal 
perfpicuity  and  elegance,  and 
new  lights  thrown  upon  fome  of 
them  which  they  had  not  before 
received.  The  account  his  Lord- 
ihip  gives  of  the  croifades,  and  the 
orders  of  knighthood,  are  highly 
curious  and  entertaining  ;  and  the 
warmth  with  which  upon  all  occa¬ 
sions  he  vindicates  the  general 
rights  of  mankind,  mu  ft  procure 
him  the  fuffrages  of  all  lovers  of 
liberty. 

The  prefent  publication  confifts 
of  three  volumes  in  quarto  ;  but 
the  work  is  unfinilhed,  three  of 
the  five  books  only  of  which  it 
confifts,  being  contained  in  thefe 
volumes.  The  firil  volume  con¬ 
tains,  beiides  the  hiftory  of  the  re¬ 
volutions,  which  we  have  already 
taken  notice  of,  the  firfl  book  of 
the  life  of  Henry  the  fecond,  con¬ 
taining  the  hifiory  of  that  prince, 
from  his  birth  till  he  afcended  the 
throne;  and  includes  the  prin¬ 
cipal  occurrences  of  the  life  of 
King  Stephen.  The  fecond  vo¬ 
lume  contains  the  fecond  and  third 
books  of  the  hiftory,  which  bring 
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it  down  to  the  death  of  Becket  in 
1170. 

The  3d  volume  confifts  of  notes 
upon  the  fecond,  and  the  autho¬ 
rities  upon  which  the  former  vo¬ 
lumes  are  founded.  The  hiftory 
from  the  death  of  Becket  in  1 170, 
to  the  death  of  Henry,  which  hap¬ 
pened  in  1189,  nineteen  years  af¬ 
terwards,  is  wanting  ;  but  though 
we  have  no  particular  information 
upon  the  fubjedl,  we  have  fome 
reafon  to  hope  it  will  loon  make 
its  appearance. 

Upon  the  whole,  whether  we 
confider  the  work  with  refpedl  to 
the  labour  attending  it,  the  weight 
of  the  matter  it  contains,  the  clear - 
nefs,  accuracy,  and  perfpicuity  of 
its  manner,  or  the  elegance  of  its 
compofition,  we  cannot  help 
thinking  it  one  of  the  beft  hiftories 
that  has  appeared  in  the  Englilh 
language,  and  a  moft  valuable  ac-? 
quifition  to  the  knowledge  of  our 
country. 

From  the  nature  of  this  work, 
it  is  fcarce  pofiible  to  make  any 
abftra&s  of  it,  without  mutilating 
or  difgracing  the  original.  We 
fhall  however,  as  we  go  along,  oc? 
cafionally  touch  upon  fome  parti¬ 
cular  palfages,  vyhich  we  apprehend 
are  put  in  a  new  light,  or  where 
the  noble  author  differs  in  opi¬ 
nion  on  material  points  from  fome 
other  writers, 

H  is  Lordfhip  obferves  thatWiU 
liam  the  firil  was  fo  far  from 
grounding  his  title  to  the  crown  of 
England  upon  a  fuppofed  right 
of  conqueft ,  that  he  ufed  his  utmoft 
endeavours  to  eftablilh  the  notion 
of  his  being  heir  to  King  Edward^ 
frotn  the  appointment  of  that  mo¬ 
narch.  And  that  he  was  crowned, 
not  without  the  appearance  and 
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form  of  an  ele&ion,  or  free  ac¬ 
knowledgment  of  his  claim  ;  for 
the  archbifhop  of  York  and  the 
bifhop  of  Coutance,  who  offici¬ 
ated  in  the  ceremony,  feparately 
demanded  of  the  nobility,  prelates, 
and  people  of  both  nations,  (Eng- 
lifh  and  Normans)  who  were  pre- 
fent  and  affifting,  whether  they  con - 
fented  that  he  Jhould  reign  over  them  ? 
and,  with  joyful  acclamations, 
they  anfwered,  that  they  did.  Be¬ 
fore  he  afcenaed  the  throne,  he 
made  a  compaft  with  his  new  Tub- 
jecls,  by  his  coronation  oath,  the 
fame  with  that  of  the  Saxon 
kings.— 

“  A  diftin&ion  is  to  be  mad£  be¬ 
tween  the  government  of  William 
the  Fir  ft,  which  w  as  very  tyran¬ 
nical,  and  the  cgnfiitution  eftablilh- 
ed  under  hint  in  this  kingdom, 
which  was  nd  abfolute  monarchy, 
but  an  ingriftment  of  the  feudal 
tenures  and  other  cuftoms  of  Nor¬ 
mandy  upori  the  ancient  Saxon  laws 
of  Edward  the  Confefior.  He  more 
than  once  (Wore  to  maintain  thofe 
laws,  and  in  the  fourth  year  of  his 
reign  confirmed  them  in  parlia¬ 
ment  ;  yet  not  without  great  al¬ 
terations,  to  which  the  whole  le- 
giflature  agreed,  by  a  more  corn- 
pleat  introduction  of  the  ftri& 
feudal  law,  as  it  was  praelifed 
in  Normandy  ;  which  produced 
a  different  political  fyftem,  and 
changed  both  power  and  property 
i:.f  many  refpefts ;  though  the  firft 
principles  of  that  law,  and  gene¬ 
ral  notions  of  it,  had  been  in  ufe 
among  the  Englifh  fome  ages  be¬ 
fore.  But  that  the  liberty  of  the 
fubje£t  was  not  fo  deftroyed  by 
thefe  alterations,  as  fome  writers 
have  fuppofed,  plainly  appears  by 
the  very  fta.tutes  that  William  en¬ 


a&ed  ;  in  one  of  which  we  find 
an  exprefs  declaration,  <f  That  all 
“  the  freemen  in  his  kingdom 
“  fhould  hold  and  enjoy  their 
“  lands  and  poffeffions  free  from 
all  unjuft  exaction  and  from  all 
fC  tallage;  fo  that  nothing  fhould 
“  be  exacted  or  taken  of  them 
**  but  their  free  fervice,  which 
<«  they  by  right  owed  to  the 
“  crown,  and  were  bound  to  per- 
form.”  It  is  further  faid, 
<e  That  this  was  ordained  and 
<c  granted  to  them  as  an  heredi- 
te  tary  right  for  ever,  by  the  com - 
f(  7tiort  council  of  the  kingdom 
Which  very  remarkable  ftatute  is 
juftly  ftiled  by  a  learned  author 
Nathaniel  Bacon,  the  firft  Magnet 
Chart  a  of  the  Normans.  And  ic 
extended  no  lefs  to  the  Englijh 
than  to  the  Normans 

The  noble  writer  is  of  opinion, 
that  the  Englifh  were  not  reduced 
fo  low  by  William  the  Conqueror, 
even  at  the  end  of  his  reign  (as 
l'ome  writers  have  fuppofed)  as  to 
be  mere  abjett  drudges  and  flaves 
to  the  Normans.  In  proof  of  which 
he  fhews,  that  the  very  year  after 
his  death  they  raifed  an  army  of 
thirty  thoufand  meny  in  fupport  of  his 
fon  William  Rufus  againft  his  bro¬ 
ther  Robert  and  the  whole  force  of 
the  Normans  ;  which  army  ferved 
him  bravely  and  faithfully  in  his 
diftrefs,  and  to  them  he  chiefly 
owed  his  prefervation.  So  that 
their  force  was  fufficient  to  main¬ 
tain  that  prince  of  the  Voyai  family, 
who  courted  them  moft,  upon  the 
throne  of  this  kingdom,  againft  all 
the  efforts  of  the  contrary  fa£tion  ; 
a  very  remarkable  fa&,  which  al- 
moft  retrieved  the  honour  of  the 
nation. 

The  account  his  Lordfhip  gives 
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©f  the  acceffion  of  Henry  the  Fird, 
and  the  great  things  he  did  for  pub¬ 
lic  liberty,  contains  fome  curious 
and  uncommon  obfervations. 

<c  The  nation  refolved  to  give 
the  crown  to  a  prince,  who  fhould 
acquire  and  hold  it  under  no  other 
claim  than  a  compadi  with  his  peo¬ 
ple  :  and  though  it  would  be  diffi¬ 
cult  to  juflify  their  proceedings 
either  in  confcience  or  law,  their 
policy  may  perhaps  be  accounted 
not  unwife;  as  it  made  the  title  of 
the  king  become  fecurity  for  the 
liberty  of  the  fubjefl.  To  give 
that  liberty  a  morefolid  and  falling 
edablilhment,  they  demanded  a 
charter ;  which  Henry  granted 
foon  after  his  coronation,  as  he 
had  fworn  to  do  before  he  was 
crowned.  By  this  he  reftored  the 
Saxon  laws  which  were  in  ufe  un¬ 
der  Edward  the  Con  feller,  but 
with  fuch  alterations,  or  (as  he 
dyled  them)  emendations ,  as  had 
been  made  in  them  by  his  father  with 
the  advice  of  his  parliament  ;  at 
the  fame  time  annulling  all  evil 
citjloms  and  illegal  exadlions  ,  by 
which  the  realm  had  been  unjujfly 
cpprejfed.  Some  of  thofe  griev¬ 
ances  were  fpecihed  in  the  charter, 
and  the  redrefs  of  them  was  there 
exprefsly  enabled.  It  alfo  con¬ 
tained  very  confiderable  mitiga¬ 
tions  of  thofe  feudal  rights,  claim¬ 
ed  by  the  king  over  his  tenants, 
and  by  them  over  theirs,  which 
either  were  the  mod  burthenfome 
in  their  own  nature,  or  had  been 
made  fo  by  an  abufive  extenfion. 
In  ffiort,  all  the  liberty,  that  could 
well  be  confident  with  the  fafety 
and  intered  of  the  lord  in  his  lief, 
was  allowed  to  the  vaffal  by  this 
charter,  and  the  profits  due  to  the 
former  were  fettled  according  to 


a  determined  and  moderate  rule 
of  law.  To  ufe  the  words  of  one 
of  our  gteated  antiquaries.  Sir 
Henry  S  pel  man.  It  was  the  ori¬ 
ginal  of  king  Johns  Magna  Charta, 
containing  mof  of  the  articles  of  it , 
either  particularly  exp reffed,  or  in 
general ,  under  the.  confirma.tion  it 
gives  to  the  laws  of  Edward  the 
Confejfor.  So  midaken  are  they, 
who  have  fuppofed  that  all  the 
privileges  granted  in  Magna  Charta 
were  innovations  extorted  by  the 
arms  of  rebels  from  king  John  ! 
a  notion  which  feems  to  have  been 
fird  taken  up,  not  fo  much  out 
of  ignorance,  as  from  a  bafe  mo¬ 
tive  of  adulation  to  fome  of  our 
princes  in  latter  times,  who,  en¬ 
deavouring  to  grafp  at  abfolute 
power,  were  defirous  of  any  pre¬ 
tence  to  confider  thefe  laws,  which 
dood  in  their  way,  as  violent  en¬ 
croachments  made  by  the  barons 
on  the  ancient  rights  of  the  crown  : 
whereas,  they  were  in  reality  refti- 
tutions  and  fandtions  of  ancient 
rights  enjoyed  by  the  nobility  and 
people  of  England  in  former  reigns; 
or  limitations  of  powers  which  the 
king  had  illegally  and  arbitrarily 
dretched  beyond  their  due  bounds. 
In  fome  refpedls  this  charter  of 
Henry  the  Fird  was  more  advan¬ 
tageous  to  liberty  than  Magna 
Charta  itfelf.,> 

The  account  which  our  noble 
author  gives  of  the  military  art  in 
the  times  of  which  he  treats,  to¬ 
gether  with  his  obfervations  on  the 
date  of  naval  affairs  in  England 
before  and  during  that  period,  are 
fo  curious,  that  we  ffiall  tranferibe 
the  whole  in  his  own  words. 

t(  The  military  art,  during 
the  times  of  which  I  write.,  was 
in  many  particulars  the  fame 

with 
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with  that  of  the  ancient  Romans. 
We  are  informed  by  a  contempo¬ 
rary  German  hiborian,  that,  in 
the  methods  of  encamping,  and  of 
befieging  towns  or  cables,  the  em¬ 
peror  Frederick  Barbarolfa  follow¬ 
ed  their  rules.  And  the  hiftories 
of  the  holy  war,  written  within 
the  fame  age,  defcribe  the  lieges 
made  in  Alia,  by  the  Englifh  and 
French,  agreeably  to  thofe  carried 
on  under  the  difcipline  of  that  na¬ 
tion.  We  have  one  compofed  by 
an  Englifhman,  GeofFry  de  Vine- 
fauf,  that  gives  a  particular  rela¬ 
tion  of  the  liege  of  Acre,  or  Pto- 
lemais,  to  which  he  accompanied 
King  Richard  the  Firb.  It  ap¬ 
pears  from  thence,  that  the  be- 
liegers,  among  other  machines 
which  had  been  ufed  by  the  Ro¬ 
mans,  had  moveable  towers,  built 
of  wood,  and  of  fuch  a  height, 
that  the  tops  of  them  overlooked 
the  battlements  of  the  city.  They 
were  covered  with  raw  hides,  to 
prevent  their  being  burnt ;  and 
had  alfo  a  network  of  ropes  which 
hung  before  them,  and  was  in¬ 
tended  to  deaden  the  violence  of 
the  bones,  that  were  thrown  a  - 
gainb  them  from  the  engines  of 
the  befieged.  Thofe  engines  were 
called  by  this  author petrar!#,  but 
were  the  balifta:  of  the  ancients  ; 
and,  according  to  his  account  cf 
them,  their  force  was  prodigious : 
they  threw  bones  of  a  vab  weight, 
and  were  employed  by  the  befieg- 
ers  to  batter  the  walls,  as  by  the 
bebeged  to  defend  them.  He  like- 
wife  mentions  the  crofs-bow  among 
the  weapons  made  ufe  of  in  that 
fiege.  It  had  been  introduced  in¬ 
to  England  by  William  the  Con¬ 
queror,  who  greatly  availed  him- 
felf  of  it,  at  the  battle  of  Hailings : 
but  the  fecond  Lateran  council 
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having  forbidden  it  in  wars  be¬ 
tween  Chribian  nations,  it  was 
laid  afide  in  this  country,  during 
the  reigns  of  king  Stephen  and  of 
Henry  the  Second.  Neverthelefs 
Richard  the  Firb,  at  his  return 
out  of  Palebine,  brought  it  again 
into  France,  very  fatally  for  him- 
felf,  as  he  was  killed  foon  after¬ 
wards  by  an  arrow  lhot  out  of  that 
engine. 

The  manner  of  fortifying  towns 
and  cables,  as  well  as  the  methods 
both  of  attack  and  defence,  were 
bill  much  the  fame  as  had  been, 
ufed  by  the  Romans :  but  the  ar¬ 
mies  differed  much  from  thofe  of 
that  people;  for  their  principal 
brength  was  in  the  cavalry  ;  where¬ 
as,  among  the  Romans,  it  was  in 
the  legions,  which  were  chiefly 
compofed  of  infantry.  And  this 
variation  produced  others,  in  the 
manner  of  fighting,  and  of  rang¬ 
ing  the  troops.  Yet,  upon  many 
occafions,  the  horfemen  difihount- 
ed  to  fight  on  foot ;  and  thisfeems 
to  have  been  done  by  the  Eng¬ 
lifh  more  frequently  than  by  molt 
other  nations.  The  infantry,  for 
the  mob  part,  were  archers  and 
flingers ;  nor  were  there  any  in 
the  world  more  excellent  at  that 
time  than  thofe  belonging  to  this 
iband,  the  Normans  having  com¬ 
municated  their  fkill  to  the  Saxons, 
and  the  Welfh  being  famous  for 
brength,  and  dexterity  in  draw¬ 
ing  the  bow.  The  offenfive  arms 
of  the  cavalry  were  lances  and 
Avords  :  but  they  alfo  ufed  battle, 
axes,  and  maces  of  different  forts  ; 
and  fome  fought  with  ponderous 
mallets  or  clubs  of  iron.  I  can¬ 
not  better  defcribe  their  defenfive 
armour,  than  by  tranbating  the 
words  of  a  contemporary  hiborian, 
who  has  given  an  account  of  the 

manner 
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manner  in  which  the  order  of 
knighthood  was  conferred  on  the 
father  of  king  Henry  the  Second. 
44  They  put  on  him  [fays  that  au- 
44  thor)  an  incomparable  haber- 
44  geon,  compofed  of  double  piates 
44  or  fcollops  of  keel,  which  no  ar- 
44  row  or  lance  could  penetrate. 
44  They  gave  him  cuifhes,  or  boots 
44  of  iron,  made  equally  flrong. 
44  They  put  gilt  fpurs  on  his  feet, 
44  and  hung  on  his  neck  a  fhield, 
44  or  buckler,  on  which  lions  of 
44  gold  were  painted.  On  his 
44  head  they  placed  a  helmet, 
44  which  glittered  all  over  with 
44  precious  Hones,  and  was  fo  well 
44  forged,  that  no  fvvord  could 
44  cleave  or  pierce  it.’* 

This  armour,  it  may  be  pre¬ 
fumed,  was  richer  than  that  of  or¬ 
dinary  knights,  and  of  more  ex¬ 
cellent  wen  kmanfhip  in  the  temper 
of  the  keel ;  but  in  other  refpeds 
much  the  fame.  The  habergeons, 
or  coats  of  mail,  were  different 
from  the  cuirafles  ufed  in  later 
times,  being  formed  of  double 
plates  of  iron,  and  (covering  the 
arms  and  fhouiders  of  the  knights, 
as  well  as  their  bodies.  Under 
thefe  they  wore  other  coats,  of  lea¬ 
ther  or  of  taffety,  quilted  with 
wool.  The  feveral  parts  of  the 
outward  armour  were  fo  artfully 
joined,  that  the  whole  man  was 
defended  by  it  from  head  to  foot, 
and  rendered  almofl  invulnerable, 
except  by  contufions,  or  by  the 
point  of  a  lance  or  fword  running 
into  his  eye,  through  the  holes 
that  were  left  for  fight  in  the  vizor 
of  the  helmet;  but  if  it  happened 
that  the  horfe  was  killed  or  thrown 
down,  or  hat  the  rider  was  de¬ 
mounted,  h'  could  make  but  little 
tefi llance,  and  was  either  taken 
prifoncr,  or  (lain  on  the  ground 
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with  fliort  daggers,  which  were 
ufually  worn  by  the  horfemen  for 
that  purpoie.  It  being  cuifomary 
for  all  who  were  taken  in  war  to 
ranfom  themfelves  with  fums  of 
money  vVhich  were  generally  paid 
to  thofe  who  took  them,  in  propor¬ 
tion  to  the  ran'k  of  the  captives, 
good  quarter  was  given. 

There  is  a  remarkable  paffage, 
relating  to  this  fubjed,  in  Oderi- 
cus  Vi talis,  a  writer  contemporary 
with  king  Henry  the  Find.  He 
tells  us,  that,  in  a  battle  between 
Louis  le  Gros  and  tha  prince,  of 
which  an  account  has  been  given 
in  a  former  part  of  this  work,  nine 
hundred  knights  were  engaged, 
and  only  two  of  them  killed  : 
44  becaufe  (fays  the  hiftorian)  they 
44  were  cloathed  all  over  with  iron, 
44  and  from  their  fear  of  God,  and 
(t  the  acquaintance  they  had  con- 
44  traded  by  living  together,  they 
44  fpared  one  another,  and  rather 
44  defired  to  take  than  kill  thofe 
44  Who  fled.”  Some  battles  in  Ita¬ 
ly,  which  Machiavel  has  deferib- 
ed  as  fought  by  the  mercenary 
bands  of  that  country,  in  the  four¬ 
teenth  and  fifteenth  centuries,  were 
of  the  fame  kind.  But  it  mud  be 
obferved,  that  one  of  the  reafons 
here  given  by  Odericus  Vitalis 
why  fo  few  of  the  knights,  or  men 
at  arms,  were  flain  in  this  adion, 
viz.  that  they  fpared  one  another, 
out  of  regard  to  the  acquaintance 
they  had  contraded  by  living  to¬ 
gether,  did  not  hold  in  engage¬ 
ments  between  different  nations, 
that  were  not  fo  conneded  as  the 
French  and  Normans  ;  nor  in  civil 
wars,  where  the  animofity  is  in- 
creafed,  not  diminifhed,  by  the 
knowledge  which  the  adverse  par¬ 
ties  have  of  each  other  :  and  there¬ 
fore  in  thefe  we  do  not  find  that 
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the  battles  were  fo  harmlefs : 

the  greateft  daughter  was  gene 
ly  made  of  the  foot,  who  were  nei¬ 
ther  fo  well  armed  for  defence  as 
the  knights,  nor  able  to  pay  fo 
high  a  price  for  their  ranfoms. 

Roger  de  Hoveden  fpeaks  of 
horfes  covered  with  armour  in  the 
reign  of  Richard  the  Firft :  but  I 
find  no  mention  thereof  in  the 
times  of  which  I  write;  and  that 
they  were  not  ufually  fo  armed  in 
the  reign  of  Henry  the  Firft,  may 
be  proved  from  an  adftion  before 
related,  between  Odo  de  Borleng, 
and  the  barons  of  Normandy,  who 
had  revolted  againd  that  prince, 
in  which  all  the  horfes  of  the  re¬ 
bels  were  killed  by  the  arrows  of 
the  Englilh,  though  not  one  of  the 
riders  was  wounded. 

In  the  above  -  recited  paffage, 
concerninp-  the  arms  that  were 
given  to  Gecffry  Piantagenet,  when 
he  received  the  order  of  knight¬ 
hood,  it  is  faid,  “  they  brought 
“  him  a  lance  of  afh,  armed  with 
fi  the  Reel  of  Poitou,  and  a  fword 
<*  from  the  royal  treafury,  where 
*(  it  had  been  laid  up  from  old 
“  times,  being  the  workmanship 
*<  of  Galan,  the  mc-ft  excellent 

of  all  fwordfmiths,  who  had  ex- 
“  erted  in  forging  it  his  utmod 
ec  art  and  labour.”  A  {killful 
jfwordfmith  was  then  fo  neceffary 
to  a  warrior,  that  it  is  no  wonder 
the  name  of  one  who  excelled  in 
his  profeffion  fhould  be  thus  re¬ 
corded  in  hiftory,  and  a  fword  of 
his  making  depofited  in  the  trea¬ 
fury  of  a  king.  It  mud  be  ob- 
ferved,  that,  in  thofe  days,  a  fu- 
perior  degree  of  bodily  drength 
gave  a  double  advantage  :  for  the 
Pronged  knight  could  wear  the 
heavied  armour  ;  whereby  he  was 
better  fecured  than  others  againd 
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the  weapons  of  an  enemy;  and  at 
the  fame  time  he  could  wield  the 
mod  ponderous  weapons,  which 
the  armour  of  others  was  unable 
to  refid.  This  advantage  was  dill 
encreafed,  if  his  fword  was  finely 
tempered,  and  hi?  defenfive  arms 
were  rendered  more  impenetrable 
by  the  {kill  of  the  armourer  in  pre¬ 
paring  the  deel.  Thus  fame  ex¬ 
traordinary  ads  of  perfonal  valour, 
which  are  related  in  our  ancient 
hiftories,  and  teem  to  us  quite  in¬ 
credible,  may  indeed  be  true.  A 
dngle  mart,  in  a  narrow  pafs,  may 
have  defended  it  againd  a  great 
number  of  aflailants ;  and  the  fuc- 
ce  fs  of  a  battle  may  have  fome- 
times  been  decided  by  the  particu¬ 
lar  prowefs  of  a  few  knights,  or 
men  at  arms.  GeofFry  de  Vine- 
fauf,  in  his  account  of  the  crufade 
againd  Saladin,  makes  the  officers 
of  the  Turkiffi  forces  fay  to  that 
prince,  in  excufe  of  their  having 
been  beaten  in  an  engagement  with 
the  Enghfh,  that  they  could  not  hurt 
the  enemy ,  who  were  not  armed  as 
they  were,  but  with  impenetrable 
armour,  which  yielded  to  no  wea¬ 
pons  ;  fo  that  in  ajfaulting  them  they 
Jeemed  to  Jlrike  againjl  flints .  The 
fan/e  author  describes  the  Turks 
in  another  part  of  his  book,  as 
being  armed  very  Rightly,  but 
bearing  a  quiver  full  of  arrows,  a 
club  fet  thick  with  fharp  fpikes,  a 
fword,  a  light  javelin,  and  a  fhort 
dagger  or  knife.  Yet  it  appears, 
from  his  own  relations  of  feveral 
battles,  that  with  thefe  weapons 
they  often  killed  a  great  number 
of  the  Chridians:  and  therefore 
we  mud  underhand  the  paffage 
before  cited  with  fome  allowance 
for  a  degree  of  exaggeration.  We 
alfo  find  that  the  armour  -of  the 
knights  in  thofe  days  was  not  al- 
I  ways 
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ways  proof  againft  arrows  from 
Welfh  or  Englifh  bows.  And  fuch 
violent  flrokes  were  given  with 
maces  and  ciubs  of  iron,  as  no 
helmets  could  refill:.  Belides  the 
heavy  cavalry,  there  was  a  fort 
of  light  horle,  that  only  wore  an 
habergeon  and  feu  11- cap  of  that 
metal.  Some  of  the  infantry  had 
alfo  icull -caps  and  jacquettes  of 
mail,  with  targets  of  wood,  or 
light  break  -  plates.  It  was  cuf- 
tomary  for  knights  to  bear  their 
coats  of  arms  painted,  either  up¬ 
on  the  rims,  or  in  the  middle  of 
their  fhields and  their  helmets 
were  adorned  with  different  crefts, 
which,  together  with  the  arms, 
remained  to  their  families.  Some 
good  authors  have  aferibed  the 
origin  of  this  cukom,  from  whence 
the  modern  faience  of  heraldry  was 
derived,  to  the  inftitution  of  tilts 
and  tournaments,  in  the  tenth  cen¬ 
tury  :  but  others  date  it  from  the 
crufade  under  Godfrey  of  Bouil* 
Ion,  when  the  confufion  arifing 
from  fo  great  a  number  of  no¬ 
blemen  of  different  nations  ferv- 
ing  together,  made  them  invent 
thefe  diffindlions.  A  late  ingenious 
French  writer  has  very  juftly  ob- 
ferved,  that  wearing  fuch  enfigns 
on  their  fhields,  and  appropriat¬ 
ing  them  to  diilinguifh  particular 
families,  could  not  have  been  the 
general  pradlice  in  Europe,  till  af¬ 
ter  the  death  of  William  the  Con¬ 
queror:  for,  if  it  had,  his  fon  Ro¬ 
bert  mull  have  known  him  by  his 
armour,  and  could  not  have  ig¬ 
norantly  thrown  him  to  the  ground, 
as  hath  been  related  in  the  book 
prefixed  to  this  hi  dory. 

Tilts  and  tournaments,  w^e  are 
told,  were  firfl  introduced  into 
Germany  by  the  emperor  Henry, 
furnamed  the  Fowler,  who  died 
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in  the  year  nine  hundred  and  tfiir ty» 
fix ;  and  w  ho,  among  other  ordi¬ 
nances  relating  to  thofe  fports, 
forbad  the  admitting  of  any  per- 
fon  to  jouk,  who  could  not  prove 
a  nobility  of  four  defeents.  Soon 
afterwards  they  were  brought  into 
England  by  King  Edgar  ;  and,  in 
the  following  century,  were  efta- 
blifhed  all  over  France.  Geoffry 
de  Freuilly,  a  baron  of  Anjou,  is 
mentioned,  in  fome  of  the  hiflo- 
ries  or  chronicles  of  that  age,  as 
the  firk  who  introduced  them  into 
that  kingdom  :  but  Father  Daniel 
rather  thinks,  that  he  only  drew 
up  a  code  of  laws,  by  which  they 
were  regulated ;  and  that  thofe 
regulations  had  been  fettled  by  the 
king  and  the  nobility  in  their  af- 
femblies. 

Thefe  entertainments  are  jukly 
called,  by  fome  of  our  ancient  hif- 
torians,  military  exercifes  and  pre¬ 
ludes  of  nuar.  For  they  were  of 

very  great  ufe  to  inkruft  the  nobi¬ 
lity  in  all  the  methods  of  fighting 
which  prevailed  at  that  time,  but 
efpecially  in  the  dextrous  manage¬ 
ment  of  their  horfes  and  lances. 
They  alfo  keep  up  a  martial  difpo- 
fition,  and  an  eager  emulation  for 
military  glory,  in  time  of  peace. 
But,  as  they  were  frequently  at¬ 
tended  with  accidents  fatal  to  the 
lives  of  the  combatants,  Pope  In¬ 
nocent  the  Second  and  Eugenius 
the  Third  made  canons  againft 
them,  by  which  ail  who  fhould 
die  in  them  w'ere  denied  Chriftian 
burial.  Yet,  notwithllanding-  the 
leverity  of  this  prohibition,  they 
continued  in  France  ;  and  a  few 
of  them  were  held  under  King  Ste¬ 
phen  in  England  :  but  Henry  the 
Second,  from  the  humanity  of  his 
nature  ;  or,  perhaps,  to  fhew  his 
refpeft  for  the  authority  of  the 

church;, 
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thurcli,  where  the  intereft  of  the 
jiate  did  not  abfolutely  oppofe  it, 
moll  iiridtly  forbad  them.  His 
fons  revived  the  practice  of  them, 
efpecially  his  fuccelTor,  Richard  ; 
whole  ardour  for  them  was  vio¬ 
lent  ;  becaufe  no  perfon  excelled 
in  them  more  than  himfelf :  nor 
did  they  entirely  ceafe  in  Eng¬ 
land  till  the  latter  end  of  the  fix- 
tee  nth  century  :  for,  in  the  year 
fifteen  hundred  and  feventy^two, 
among  other  pomps  for  the  enter¬ 
tainment  of  the  duke  of  Anjou, 
Queen  Elizabeth  held  a  tourna¬ 
ment  in  the  tilt-yard  at  London, 
where  Sir  Philip  Sidney  won  the 
prize  :  and  caroufals,  another  mode 
of  them,  but  not  fo  dangerous, 
continued  in  ufe  under  James  and 
Charles  the  Firil.  It  mull  be  like- 
wife  remarked,  that  altho’  tour¬ 
naments  were  prohibited  by  King 
Henry  the  Second,  the  exercifes 
pra&ifed  there,  and  the  emulation 
excited  by  them,  were  not  inter¬ 
mitted  during  the  courfe  of  his 
reign.  A  contemporary  writer  in¬ 
forms  us,  in  giving  an  account 
of  the  city  of  London,  that  on 
every  Sunday  in  Lent,  the  fons 
of  the  citizens  fallied  forth  in 
troops  from  the  gates,  mounted 
on  war  -  horfes,  and  armed  with 
fhields  and  lances,  or,  inilead  of 
lances,  with  javelins,  the  iron  of 
which  was  taken  off,  in  order  to 
exercife  themfelves  in  a  reprefenta- 
tion  and  image  of  war,  by  mock- 
fights,  and  other  adts  of  military 
contention.  He  adds  too,  that 
many  courtiers,  from  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  palace,  and  young  gen¬ 
tlemen  of  noble  families,  who  had 
not  yet  been  knighted,  came  to 
combat  with  them,  on  thefe  oc- 
cafions.  It  cannot  be  doubted, 


that  thofe  noblemen,  who  had  been 
honoured  with  knighthood,  had 
proper  places  of  exercife,  for  keep¬ 
ing  up  their  fkill  in  horfeman- 
fhip,  and  the  dexterity  they  had 
acquired  in  the  management  of 
their  arms.  The  abovementioned 
author  fays  further,  that  on  every 
holiday,  throughout  the  whole  fum- 
mer,  it  was  ufual  for  the  young  ci¬ 
tizens  to  go  out  into  the  fields,  and 
pra&ife  archery,  wreftling,  throw¬ 
ing  of  {tones  and  miffile  weapons, 
with  other  fuch  martial  fports. 
And,  during  the  feftival  of  Eafler, 
they  reprelented  a  kind  of  naval 
fight  on  the  river  Thames. 

The  molt  particular  and  authen¬ 
tic  account  I  have  met  with  of 
the  navies  in  thofe  days,  and  alfo 
of  the  manner  of  fighting  at  fea, 
is  in  the  before-cited  hiflory  of 
Geoffry  de  Vinefauf.  From  his 
defcription  it  appears,  that  the 
fhips  of  war  were  all  gallies  ;  but 
he  fays,  that  in  his  time  they  had 
generally  no  more  than  two  rows 
of  oars :  and  he  adds,  that  the 
veffel,  which  the  Romans  called 
LiburnUy  was  then  named  a  galley  ; 
being  long,  narrow,  and  low- 
built.  To  the  prow  was  affixed  a 
piece  of  wood,  commonly  then 
called  a  fpur>  but  by  the  ancients, 
a  rojirum  ;  which  was  defigned  to 
flrike  and  pierce  the  fhips  of  the 
enemy  :  but  there  were  a!fo  leffer 
gallies,  with  only  one  tier  of  oars  : 
which  being  fhorter,  and  there¬ 
fore  moved  with  greater  facility, 
were  fitter  for  throwing  wild-fire, 
and  made  ufe  of  to  that  purpofe. 
The  fame  writer  has  related  all  the 
circumftances  of  a  lea-fight,  which 
the  Chriltians,  who  were  going  to 
the  fiege  of  Ptolemais,  had  with 
the  Turks,  on  that  coall.  He 
T  2  '  tells 
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tells  us,  that  when  the  fleets  were 
advancing  to  engage,  that  of  the 
Chriftians  was  drawn  up,  not  in  a 
ftrait  line  of  battle,  but  in  a  crefi- 
cent  or  half-moon  ;  to  the  intent 
that,  if  the  enemy  fliould  attempt 
to  break  in,  they  might  be  inclofed 
in  that  curve,  and  confequently 
overpowered.  In  the  front  of  the 
half-  moon  (that  is,  at  the  two 
ends  of  the  curve)  the  Chriftians 
placed  their  ftrongeft  galleys,  that 
they  might  attack  with  more  ala¬ 
crity,  and  better  repel  the  attacks 
of  the  enemy.  On  the  upper  deck 
of  each  galley  the  foldiers  belong¬ 
ing  to  it  were  drawn  up  in  a  cir¬ 
cle,  with  their  bucklers  clofely 
joined  ;  and  on  the  lower  deck 
the  rowers  fat  altogether,  fo  that 
thofe  who  were  to  light,  and  were 
placed  above  for  that  purpofe, 
might  have  the  more  room.  The 
action  began  on  both  fldes,  with 
a  difcharge  of  their  miflile  wea¬ 
pons  :  then  the  Chriftians  rowed 
forwards,  as  fwifdy  as  they  could, 
and  (hocked  the  enemy’s  galleys 
with  the  fpurs  or  beaks  of  theirs  : 
after  which  they  came  to  clofe 
fighting  ;  the  opposite  oars  were 
mixed  and  entangled  together; 
they  fixed  the  galleys  to  each  other 
Ey  grappling  irons  thrown  out  on 
both  fldes ;  and  fired  the  planks 
with  a  kind  of  burning  oil,  com¬ 
monly  called  Greek  s wild-fire .  The 
account  which  the  fame  hiftorian 
gives  of  that  wild  Jire  is  worth 
tranfcrifaing.  His  words  are  thefe  : 
6i  With  a  pernicious  flench  and  livid 
a‘  fames  it  confunies  even  flint t  and 
te  iron  :  nor  can  it  be  extinguijhed  by 
water  :  but  by  fpr  i  nkli  ?igj and  upon 
it  the  violence  of  it  may  be  abated  ; 
te  and  vinegar  poured  upon  it  will 
put  it  outdy 


We  know  of  none  fuch  at  pr£^ 
fent.  The  compofition  was  firft 
difcovered  by  Callinicus,  an  archi- 
left,  who  came  from  Syria  to  Con- 
ftantinople;  and  the  Greek  em¬ 
perors,  for  fome  time,  kept  the  fe- 
cret  to  themfelves.  Conftantine 
Porphyrogeni itus,  in  his  ireatife  on 
the  admiwiftration  of  the  empire, 
which  he  dedicated  to  his  fon,  ad- 
vifes  that  prince  to  anfwer  the  bar¬ 
barians,  who  Ihould  defire  him  to  • 
give  them  any  of  the  Greek  fire> 
that  he  was  not  allowed  to  part 
with  it,  becaufe  an  angel ,  who  gave 
it  to  Confantine  the  Great ,  com - 
?na.nded  him  to  refuje  it  to  all  other 
nations .  While  this  advice  was 
adhered  to,  the  wild-fire  proved  of 
great  ufe  to  the  defence  of  the  em¬ 
pire  ;  feveral  fleets,  which  came 
to  invade  Conftantinopie,  having 
been  burnt  and  deftroyed  by  it  : 
but  it  appears  by  the  paflage  above- 
quoted,  that  in  the  twelfth  century 
the  fecret  was  known  to  many  other 
nations,  and  even  to  the  Mahome¬ 
tans.  I  find  alfo  that  it  was  ufed 
in  the  attack  and  defence  of  towns 
and  caftles. 

The  Saxon  chronicle  tells  us, 
that  King  Alfred,  to  oppofe  the 
invafions  of  the  Danes,  ordered  a 
number  of  fhips,  or  rather  galleys, 
to  be  built  unon  a  new  model,  dif. 
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ferent  from  thofe  which  were  ufed 
by  that  nation,  or  by  the  Frifons  ; 
being  hip-her  than  any ,  of  theirs, 
and  a'moft  twice  as  long  ;  better 
failors,  more  Heady,  and  more  pro¬ 
per  for  war.  Of  thefe  fome  had 
fixty  oars,  and  others  more.  Ex¬ 
perience  fhevved  that  they  were  fu- 
perior  to  any  of  thofe  flips,  with 
which  the  northern  corfairs  had  in- 
fefted  the  coafts  of  England,  till 
this  admirable  prince,  whofe  genius 
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and  application  to  whatever  might 
conduce  to  the  benefit  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  inftrudled  his  fubjefts  in  all 
kinds  of  ufeful  knowledge,  made 
this  improvement  in  the  naval  ar¬ 
chitecture  of  the  Anglo-Saxons. 
His  fon  and  grandfons,  after  the 
wife  example  he  had  fet  them,  kept 
up  very  ftrong  fleets,  which  not 
only  protected,  but  enlarged  their 
dominions.  And  (if  we  may  be¬ 
lieve  the  accounts  of  fome  ancient 
hiftorians)  his  great  grandfon  Ed¬ 
gar  raifed  the  maritime  force  of 
England  to  fuch  a  degree,  as  can¬ 
not  be  paralleled  in  the  hifiory  of 
any  other  nation.  They  tell  us, 
that  this  monarch  had  three  feve- 
ral  fleers,  each  of  twelve  hundred 
fail,  and  all  flout  fnips,  which 
were  Rationed  to  guard  the  different 
coafts  of  his  kingdom ;  and  that 
every  year  he  cruifed  in  each  of 
thefe  fquadrons,  fo  as  to  make, 
within  that  time,  the  whole  tour  of 
the  ifland.  If  thefe  fhips  had  been 
built  upon  the  fame  model  as  Al¬ 
fred’s,  the  number  of  rowers  aboard 
of  them,  allowing  but  one  to  each 
oar,  would  have  exceeded  two  hun¬ 
dred  thoufand,  befides  the  mariners 
that  were  neceffary  to  manage  the 
fails,  and  foldiers  for  battie.  But 
fuppofmg  that  three  in  four  of  them 
were  of  a  much  fmaller  fize,  and 
carried  no  more  than  four  and 
twenty  men  each,  which  was  the 
Joweft  complement  of  any  that  we 
read  of  in  thofe  days,  the  number 
is  ftill  greater  than  England,  not 
united  either  with  Scotland  or 
Wales,  could  poffibly  furnilh,  to 
be  kept,  as  it  is  faid  thefe  were,  in 
conftant  employment.  I  am  there¬ 
fore  furprifed  that  Mr,  Seldon,  in 
one  of  his  mo  ft  important  and  ela¬ 
borate  works,  fnould  feem  to  have 
given  credit  to  this  account,  which 
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certainly  is  exaggerated  very  far 
beyond  the  truth  :  though  it  is  pro¬ 
bable  that  King  Edgar  had  a  much 
ftronger  fleet,  and  more  conllantly 
maintained  on  all  the  coafts  of  his 
kingdom,  than  moft  of  his  prede- 
ceffors  ;  becaufe  we  find  that  he  en¬ 
joyed  a  fettled  peace,  through  the 
whole  courfe  of  his  reign,  un mo¬ 
le  fted  by  any  of  the  people  of  the 
North,  or  other  foreip-n  flates.  Yet 
he  had  not  been  dead  above  fix  or 
feven  years,  when  the  naval  power 
of  the  Englifh  was  fo  ftrangely  re¬ 
duced,  or  fo  ill  managed,  that  a 
Danifh  fquadron  of  feven  fhips  was 
able  to  infuit  fome  parts  of  their 
coaft,  and  to  plunder  their  town 
of  Southampton.  Nor  did  the  lofs 
and  difhonour  which  the  nation  had 
fuftained  by  this  defcent,  excite 
them  to  reftore,  or  better  regulate, 
their  maritime  forces.  For,  ten 
years  afterwards,  Ethelred,  or  ra¬ 
ther  thofe  who  had  the  direction  of 
public  bufinefs,  during  the  tender 
years  of  that  prince,  could  find  no 
means  of  delivering  the  kingdom 
from  thefe  invaders,  but  by  giving 
them  money  ;  for  the  railing  of 
which  a  new  tax,  called  danegeld , 
was  impaled  on  the  people. 

The  natural  effedl  of  this  timid 
meafure  was  to  draw  on  other  in- 
vafiGns.  They  accordingly  hap¬ 
pened  ;  and  more  compolitions  of 
the  fame  nature  were  exacted,  each 
new  payment  being  higher  than 
the  foregoing :  fo  that  from  ten 
thoufand  they  came  to  eight  and 
forty  thoufand  pounds  :  a  great 
fum  in  thofe  days  !  One  vigorous 
effort  vvas  indeed  made  by  Ethel- 
red,  in  the  year  one  thoufand  and 
eight,  to  free  himfelf  and  his  peo¬ 
ple  from  this  infamous  tribute,  by 
a  general  tax  on  all  the  land  of  the 
kingdom,  for  the  fitting  out  of  a 
T  3  fleet 
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fleet,  which  might  effectually  guard 
it  againft  the  Danes.  Every  three 
hundred  and  ten  hides  of  land  was 
charged  to  furnifh  a  galley  of  three 
rows  of  oars,  and  every  eight  hides 
to  provide  a  coat  of  mail  and  a 
helmet ;  which  armour  was  for  the 
foldiers,  defigned  to  be  employed 
as  marines,  aboard  of  the  fleet. 
This  was  done  with  the  advice  and 
confent  of  the  parliament,  or  W- 
tena  gemote :  and  the  Saxon  chro¬ 
nicle  tells  us,  that  the  number  of 
ihips  built  and  equipt  the  next 
year,  by  means  of  this  impofition, 
was  greater  than  any,  that  the  Eng- 
lilh  nation  had  ever  furnifhed  un¬ 
der  any  former  king.  Mr,  Seldon 
obferves,  that  according  to  a  com- 
gmtation  made  in  Camden’s  Bri¬ 
tannia,  from  rolls  cf  that  age,  the 
number  of  hides  of  land  in  Eng¬ 
land  did  not  exceed  two  hundred 
and  fortv-three  thoufand  fix  hun- 
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dred  j  which  makes  the  number 
of  fhips  obtained  by  this  h’dage  fe- 
ven  hundred  and  eighty-five,  This 
apparently  was  a  fleet  fufheient  to 
have  maintained  the  fovereignty  of 
our  Teas  againft  any  other  nation. 
Yet,  by  violent  tempefts  and  wick¬ 
ed  treachery,  it  was  foon  deftroy- 
ed  ;  and  the  wretched  expedient 
of  compounding  with  the  Danes 
was  again  taken  up  ;  which  at  laft 
proceeded  fo  far,  that,  in  the  year 
one  thoufand  and  twelve,  the  Eng- 
lifh  nobility,  after  paying  the  tri¬ 
bute  (though  too  late  to  prevent 
the  enemy  from  over-running  and 
fubduing  a  great  part  of  the  king¬ 
dom)  hired  a  fquadron  of  Danifh 
fhips  to  guard  their  coafts  againft 
the  attack  of  other  corfairs.  All 
England  beingfoon  afterwards  fub- 
jedled  to  Canute,  that  prince,  in 
the  year  one  thoufand  and  eighteen, 
difmifled  all  his  Danifh  fleet,  ex- 
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cept  forty  fhips,  which  he  retained 
to  feeure  his  new-acquired  domi¬ 
nions  :  but,  in  the  year  one  thou- 
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fand  and  twenty-eight,  he  carried 
with  him  to  Norway  fifty-five  ihips 
of  war,  which  his  Englifh  Thanes 
provided  for  him,  and  by  which 
he  was  enabled  to  conquer  that 
kingdom.  His  fon  and  fucceflbr, 
Harold  Harefoot,  who  reigned  only 
four  years,  laid  a  tax  upon  the 
Englifh,  to  maintain  conflantly  in 
his  fervice  fixteen  fhips  of  war,  al¬ 
lowing  eight  marks  to  each  rower, 
according  to  the  eftabliihment  fet¬ 
tled  by  Canute.  His  brother,  Har- 
dicanute,  encreafed  that  number  to 
flxty-tvvo,  with  the  fame  allowance 
to  each  rower  ;  for  the  defraying 
of  which  there  was  paid,  in  the  fe- 
cond  year  of  that  king,  twenty-one 
thoufand  and  ninety-nine  pounds  ; 
but  prefen tly  afterwards  he  reduc¬ 
ed  the  number  of  fhips  to  thirty- 
two,  and  the  charge  to  eleven  thou¬ 
fand  and  forty-eight  pounds.  In 
truth,  it  was  not  neceftary  that 
thefe  Danifh  princes  fhould  keep 
any  great  naval  forces  for  the  de¬ 
fence  of  this diland  ;  as  they  them- 
feives  had  the  dominion  of  thofe 
northern  countries,  from  whence 
the  former  invafions  and  defeents 
had  been  made ;  and  as  no  other 
power,  then  exifting,  could  pre¬ 
tend  to  difpute  with  them  the  em¬ 
pire  of  the  ocean. 

Hiftorians  relate  that  Earl  God¬ 
win,  to  appeafe  the  anger  of  his 
fovereign,  Hardicanute,  for  the 
fhare  he  had  in  the  death  of  Al¬ 
fred,  that  prince’s  brother,  prefent- 
ed  him  with  a  fhip,  the  beak  of 
which  was  of  gold,  and  which  car¬ 
ried  eighty  foldiers,  of  whom  every 
one  had  on  each  arm  a  golden  brace¬ 
let  that  weighed  fixteen  ounces;  on 
his  head  an  iron  helmet,  gilt  with 
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gold,  as  were  alfo  the  other  parts 
of  his  armour  ;  on  his  left  fhoul- 
der  a  Danifh  battle-axe,  and  in  his 
hand  a  javelin  :  which  circum- 
ftances  I  here  mention,  not  fo 
much  on  acconnt  of  the  richnefs  of 
the  gift,  as  to  (hew  the  number  of 
foldiers  that,  in  thofe  days,  ferved 
aboard  of  fliips  of  war,  and  how 
they  were  armed.  For  it  may 
reasonably  be  fupoofed,  that  this 
galley  was  equipt  in  much  the  fame 
manner  as  others  were  at  that 
time,  except  the  peculiar  magni¬ 
ficence  of  the  gold  in  the  beak 
and  in  the  ornaments  of  the  fol-. 
diers. 

Wfiat  was  the  ordinary  ftrength 
of  the  royal  navy,  fiom  the  times 
of  William  the  Conqueror  to  thofe 
of  Henry  the  Second  inclufively, 
or  to  what  number  of  fhips  it  was 
encreafed  upon  extraordinary  exi¬ 
gences,  we  are  not  well  informed. 
But  it  appears  from  a  paffage  in  the 
Red  book  of  the  Exchequer ,  that  the 
Cinque  Ports ,  during  thofe  times, 
were  obliged  by  their  tenures,  to 
provide  fifty-two  fhips,  and  twen¬ 
ty-four  men  in  each  fhip,  for  fif¬ 
teen  days,  at  their  own  charges,  to 
defend  the  coafts,  when  required. 
And  not  only  thefe,  but  other 
maritime,  and  even  fome  inland 
towns,  held  by  the  fame  kind  of 
fervice.  This  feems  to  have  been 
the  conftant  fupport  of  the  navy  ; 
but  upon  extraordinary  occafions 
danegeld  was  levied  :  and,  although 
at  the  end  of  that  century  the  name 
was  loft,  a  like  provifion  was  often 
made,  in  every  age,  by  our  parli¬ 
aments,  for  the  defence  of  the  Bri- 
tiih  feas  and  fecurity  of  the  king¬ 
dom. 

It  has  been  mentioned  in  a  for¬ 
mer  part  of  this  work,  that  the  Eng- 
fifti  fleet  in  the  channel  did  Wil¬ 


liam  Rufus  good  fervice  againft  his 
brother  ;  a  great  number  of  Nor¬ 
mans,  who  were  coming  over  to  * 
fupport  the  pretenfions  of  the  lat¬ 
ter  having  been  deftroyed  in  their 
paffage,  by  the  fhips  that  guarded 
the  coaft  of  Suflex;  which  fo  inti¬ 
midated  Robert,  that  he  durft  not 
attempt  another  embarkation.  A 
fuffi'cient  fleet  was  like  wife  fent  by  v 
Henry  the  Firft,  at  the  beginning 
of  his  reign,  to  oppofe  that  prince 
in  his  paffage  between  Normandy 
and  England  :  but  a  part  of  it 
joined  him;  which  enabled  him  to 
land  without  difficulty ;  and  a 
peace  being  foon  concluded  be¬ 
tween  the  two  brothers,  this  ifland 
remained  exempt  from  the  inva- 
fions  of  foreigners,  or  any  alarm 
of  that  nature,  till  the  war  excited 
agAnft  Henry  by  the  fon  of  Duke 
Robert  obliged  him  again  to  pro¬ 
vide  for  the  defence  of  his  realm, 
by  a  proper  exertion  of  its  mari¬ 
time  power. 

During  the  reign  of  Stephen  the 
Englifh  navy  declined  much  in  its 
ftrength,  and  we  cannot  wonder  that 
it  did  :  for  the  long  inteftine  war, 
which  defolated  the  kingdom,  ruin¬ 
ed  its  commerce;  without  which  it 
is  impoflible  for  any  prince  to  main¬ 
tain  a  naval  power.  This  was  re- 
flored,  and,  probably,  augmented, 
by  Henry  the  Second  :  yet  it 
feems,  that,  till  the  latter  part  of 
his  reign,  he  made  no  efforts  to  fit 
out  any  powerful  fleets ;  becaufe, 
being  mafter  of  aimoft  all  the 
French  coaft,  and  in  clofe  alliance 
with  the  earls  of  Flanders  and  Bou¬ 
logne,  he  feared  no  invafion.  For 
the  kings  of  Denmark  had  given 
up  all  intentions  of  renewing  their 
claim  to  England  ;  nor  did  their 
fubjects,  or  any  other  of  the  nor¬ 
thern  nations,  continue  thofe  pira- 
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tical  expeditions,  which  had  been 
fo  troublesome  to  the  Englifh  in  for- 
m e r  times,  It  feemed  therefore  un- 
neceffary  for  Henry  the  Second  to 
guard  his  coafts  by  great  fleets ; 
and,  being  bufied  upon  the  conti¬ 
nent,  he  chiefly  turned  his  thoughts 
to  the  encreafj ng  and  ftrengtheniag 
of  his  land-forces,  which  he  might 
better  make  ufe  of,  either  to  de« 
fend  or  enlarge  his  territories  in 
France.  Geo  fry  de  Vihefauf  tells 
us,  that  after  kino;  Richard  the  Firff 
bad  made  himfelf  matter  of  Cyprus, 
when  all  his  galleys  were  arrived 
in  one  of  the  ports  of  that  ifland, 
the  number  of  them,  including 
five  which  he  had  taken  from  the 
Cypriots  and  added  to  his  own, 
amounted  to  a  hundred  ;  whereof 
fixty  were  fuperior  to  the  common 
armed  galleys.  And  in  another 
place  he  fays,  that  a  fleet  fo  fine, 
and  fo  well  provided,  h,ad  never 
been  feen  before.  Befides  the  pal- 
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leys,  Richard  had  with  him,  when 
bedasled  from  the  harbour  of  Mef- 
iina  in  Sicily,  a  hundred  ^nd  fifty 
great  flips,  which  he  u fed  as  trans¬ 
ports.  Thefe,  we  are  told,  he 
bad  (elected  from  all  the  flipping 
in  the  ports  of  England,  Nor¬ 
mandy,  Poitou,  and  his  other  ma¬ 
xi  time  territories.  That  mod  of 
the  galleys  were  built  before  the 
death  of  his  father  I  think'  very 
probable;  for  they  could  not  other- 
wile  ha.ye  been  ready  to  put  to 
fea  in  fo  fiort  a  time  after.  A 
msanufcript  chronicle  of  the  age  of 
Henry  the  Third,  cited  by  Spelman 
in  his  Gloflary,  fays,  that  fifty  of 
thefe  were  triremes ,  viz.  galleys  of 
three  rows  of  oars  ;  and  that, 
among  the  other  (hips,  thirteen, 
dif  inguifhed  there  by  the  name  of 
biffisy  carried,  each  of  them,  three 
mails.  Upon  the  whole  1  pre¬ 
fume,  that  the  more  numerous 
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fleets,  mentioned  before  in  the 
Engiifh  hiftory,  confided  of  veffels 
much  (mailer  than  this  of  Richard. 

The  following  remarks  on  the 
feudal  fyfem  are  equally  new  and 
curious. 

“  Is  was  a  general  maxim  of  the 
feudal  law,  that  a  forfeiture  of  the 
property  of  the  lord  in  the  fief, 
and  of  all  his  dominion  over  his 
vafal,  was  as  neceffary  an  effeCt  of 
any  great  breach  or  negleCl  of  the 
duty  which  he  owed  to  his  vaffal, 
as  the  forfeiture  of  the  fief  was  of 
a  fimiiar  crime  or  negledt  in  the 
valla  1.  Indeed  this  principle,  which 
is  fo  confonant  to  natural  equity 
and  natural  liberty,  was  the  corner 
bone  of  the  whole  policy  fettled  in 
England  by  the  Normans.  So  that 
our  kings,  eonfidered  as  feudal 
lords  of  this  kingdom,  were  bound 
no  lefs  to  protect  their  vafTals  in 
all  their  juft  rights  and  privileges, 
than  their  vaffal s  were  to  ferve 
them  ;  and  a  failure,  on  either 
fide,  in  thefe  reciprocal  duties,  de- 
firoyed  the  connection,  and  dif- 
folved  the  obligations  of  the  oarty 
offended.  The  inferior  vafTals,  in 
all  degrees  of  fubinfeudation,  were 
likewife,  by  virtue  of  the  above- 
mentioned  maxim,  entirely  freed 
from  the  bond  cf. their  homage  and 
fealty  to  their  refpeclive  lords,  if 
thefe  did  not  acquit  themfelves  of 
what  they  owed  to  them,  agreeably 
to  the  nature  and  conditions  of 
their  original  compact.  It  is  there- 
fore' very  apparent,  that  the  fpirit 
of  this  fy flem  was  mod  abhorrent 
from  tyranny,  and  that  the  plan 
of  it,  in  all  its  feveral  parts,  was 
dciigned  as  much  to  refill  any  op- 
preffive  exertion  of  power  within, 
as  any  attacks  from  foreign  ene¬ 
mies.” 

We  fh all  now  give  our  readers 
his  Lordfhip’s  curious  account  of 
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ihe  martyrdom  of  Becket,  as  it 
was  called. 

“  While  he  (Becket)  was  thus 
preparing  himfelf  for  that  mar¬ 
tyrdom  which  he  faid  he  expe&ed, 
the  archbifliop  of  York  and  the 
bifhcps  of  London  and  Salifbury 
had  gone  over  to  Normandy,  and 
at  the  feet  of  the  king  implored 
his  jullice  and  clemency,  for  them- 
felves,  for  his  whole  clergy,  and 
for  his  kingdom.  When  he  had 
heard  their  complaints  he  was  ex¬ 
tremely  incenfed,  and  laid,  that, 
if  ail  who  confenled  to  his  Jon's  co - 
ronation  were  to  he  excommunicated  ; 
by  the  eyes  of  God ,  he  himfelf  fhould 
not  be  excepted.  The  archbilhop 
however  entreated  him  to  proceed 
with  difcretion  and  temper  in  this 
buflnefs.  But  not  being  able  to 
mailer  the  violence  of  his  paffion, 
he  broke  out  into  furious,  expref- 
, lions  of  anger,  faying,  “  that  a 
“  man  whom  he  had  raifed  from  the 
dull  trampled  upon  the  whole 
i(  kingdom,  difhonoured  the  whole 
6t  royal  family,  had  driven  him  and 
his  children  from,  the  throne,  and 
“  triumphed  there  unrenfted;  and, 
that  he  was  very  unfortunate  to 
“  have  maintained  fo  many  cowardly 
“  and  ungrateful  men  in  his  court , 
i  i  none  of  whom  would  revenge  him 
“  of  the  injuries  he  JuJlained from  one 
S(  turbulent  priefl /’  Having  thus 
vented  his  rage,  he  thought  no 
more  of  what  he  had  faid;  but,  un¬ 
happily  for  him,  his  words  were 
taken  notice  of,*  by  fome  of  thofe 
pells  of  a  court,  who  are  ready  to 
catch  at  every  occafion  of  lerving 
the  pallions  of  a  prince  to  the  pre¬ 
judice  of  his  honour  and  intereil. 
Four  gentlemen  of  his  bedcham¬ 
ber,  knights  and  barons  of  the 
kino-dom,  Reginald  Fitzurfe,  Wil- 
liam  de  Tracey,  Hugh  de  More- 
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ville,  and  Richard  Brito,  making 
no  difference  between  a  fally  of 
anger,  and  a  fettled  intention  to 
command  a  wicked  a$iop,  thought 
they  fhould  much  oblige  the  king 
by  murdering  Becket.  Neverthe- 
lei's  it  appears,  that  they  rather 
defired  to  induce  that  prelate,  by 
threats  and  pretended  orders  from 
the  king,  to  take  off  the  cenfures 
which  he  had  laid  on  the  bilhops  ; 
or,  in  cafe  of  his  refufal,  to  carry 
him  forcibly  out  of  the  kingdom  : 
bur  if,  from  his  refinance,  they 
could  not  fucceed  in  either  of  thefe 
purpofes,  they  refolved,  and  even 
bound  themfelves  by  an  execrable 
oath,  to  put  him  to  death.  Thus 
determined  they  palled  haflily  over 
to  England,  without  the  king’s 
knowledge,  and  went  to  a  callle  - 
belonoqncr  to  Ranulfde  Broc,  about 
fix  miles  from  Canterbury,  where 
they  flaid  all  the  night,  in  con- 
fultation  with  him  and  Robert  his 
brother,  by  what  methods  they 
fhould  execute  their  flagitious  un¬ 
dertaking.  Ranulf  had  under  his 
orders  a  band  of  foldiers,  who  had 
been  employed  for  fome  time  in 
guarding  the  ceaft.  They  agreed 
to  take  aloncr  with  them  a  num- 
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ber  of  thefe,  fuffleient  to  hinder 
the  citizens  of  Canterbury,  or  any 
of  the  knights  of  Becket’s  houf- 
hold,  from  attempting  to  aid  him; 
and  on  the  following  day,  being 
the  twenty-ninth  of  December  in 
the  year  eleven  hundred  and  fe- 
venty,  they  came  to  Canterbury, 
concealing  their  arms  as  much  as 
was  pofiibie,  and  dividing  their 
followers  into  many  fmall  parties, 
that  they  might  give  no  alarm.  Pre- 
fently  afterwards  the  four  knights 
entereo  the  caflle  unarmed,  and  a 
mefiage  being  fent  by  them  to  ac¬ 
quaint  the  archbilhop,  that  they 

were 
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were  come  to  fpeak  with  him  on 
the  part  of  the  king  their  matter, 
he  admitted  them  into  his  cham¬ 
ber,  where  they  found  him  in  con- 
verfation  with  feme  of  his  clergy. 
They  fat  down  before  him  with¬ 
out  returning  his  falutation  ;  and, 
after  a  long  filence,  Reginald  Fit¬ 
zurfe  faid  to  him,  “  We  bring 
4<  you  orders  from  the  king.  Will 
ff  you  hear  them  in  public,  or 
**  in  private  Becket  anfwered, 
that  fhould  be  as  pleafed  them 
*{  bett.”  Fitzurfe  then  defsring 
him  to  difmifs  all  his  company, 
he  bid  them  leave  the  room  ;  but 
the  porter  kept  the  door  open  ; 
and  after  the  above-mentioned 
gentleman  had  delivered  a  part  of 
what  he  called  the  king’s  orders, 
Becket,  fearing  fome  violence  from 
the  rough  manner  in  which  hq 
fpoke,  called  in  again  all  the  cler¬ 
gy  who  were  in  the  anticharnber^ 
and  told  the  four  knights,  that 
whatever  they  had  to  inform  him 
of  might  be  laid  in  their  prefence. 
Whereupon  Fitzurfe  commanded 
him  in  the  name  of  the  king  to 
releafe  the  excommunicated  and 
fufpended  bifhops.  He  faid,  the 
pope,  not  he,  had  patted  that  fen- 
tence  upon  them,  nor  was  it  in 
his  power  to  take  it  off.  They 
replied,  it  was  inflided  by  his 
procurement.  To  which  he  bold¬ 
ly  made  anfvver,  that  if  the  pope 
had  been  pleafed  thus  to  avenge 
the  injury  done  to  the  church,  he 
confeft,  it  did  not  difpleafe  him . 
Thefe  words  gave  cccafion  to  very 
bitter  reproaches  from  the  rage 
of  Fitzurfe.  He  charged  the  bi- 
fhop  with  having  violated  the  re¬ 
conciliation  fo  lately  concluded, 
and  having  formed  a  dettgn  to  tear 
the  crown  from  the  head  of  the 


young  king .  Becket  made  an  Twer* 
that  facing  the  honour  of  Godt 
and  his  own  fouly  he  earnettly  de- 
fired  to  place  many  more  crowns 
upon  the  head  of  that  prince  in- 
ttead  of  taking  this  off,  and  loved 
him  more  tenderly  than  any  other 
man  could,  except  his  royal  fa¬ 
ther, 

A  vehement  difpute  then  arofe 
between  Fitzurfe  and  him,  about 
fome  words  which  he  affirmed  the 
king  to  have  fpoken,  on  the  day 
when  his  peace  was  made,  per¬ 
mitting  him  to  obtain  what  repa¬ 
ration  or  juftice  he  could  from  the 
pope,  againft  thofe  bittiops  who 
had  invaded  the  rights  of  his  fee, 
and  even  promifing  to  aflitt  him 
therein  ;  for  the  truth  of  which  he 
appealed  to  Fitzurfe  himfelf,  as 
having  been  prefent.  But  that 
gentleman  conttantly  denied  that 
he  had  heard  it,  or  any  thing  like 
it ;  and  urged  the  great  improba¬ 
bility  that  the  king  fhould  have 
confented  to  give  up  his  friends 
to  Becket’s  revenge  for  what  they 
did  by  his  orders.  And  certainly, 
if  it  was  true,  one  cannot  but 
wonder,  that  the  archhifhbp  fhould 
pot  have  mentioned  it  in  any  one. 
of  his  letters,  and  particularly  in 
the  account  which  he  wrote  to  the 
pope  of  all  that  patted  on  that  day  l 
The  words  he  repeated  there,  as 
fpoken  by  Henry,  even  admitting 
that  they  were  given  without  any 
exaggeration,  would  not  authorife 
the  conttrudion  he  now  put  upon 
them.  But  that  he  himfelf  did 
not  believe  he  had  fuch  a  com- 
miflion  appears  from  the  appre¬ 
hensions  he  expreft  to  his  Holinefs, 
in  a  fubfequent  letter,  of  the  of¬ 
fence  that  he  fhould  give  to  the 
king  by  thefe  ads,  and  from  the 
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extraordinary  care  he  took  to  con¬ 
ceal  his  intention  till  after  he  had 
performed  it. 

Their  converfation  concernipg 
this  matter  being  ended,  the  four 
knights  declared  to  him,  it  was 
the  king’s  command,  that  he  and 
all  who  belonged  to  him  fhould 
depart  out  of  the  kingdom  :  for 
that  neither  he  nor  his  fhould  any 
longer  enjoy  the  peace  he  had 
broken.  He  replied,  that  he 
would  never  again  put  the  fea  be¬ 
tween  him  and  his  church  :  add¬ 
ing,  that  it  would  not  have  been 
for  the  honour  of  the  king  to  have 
fent  fuch  an  order.  They  faid, 
they  would  prove  that  they 
brought  it  from  the  king,  and 
urged,  as  a  reafon  for  it,  Becket’s 
having  opprobrioufly  caft  out  of 
the  church,  at  the  inftigation  of 
his  own  furious  paffions,  the  mi- 
niders  and  domeilic  fervants  of 
the  king ;  whereas  he  ought  to 
have  left  the!:  examination  and 
punifhment  to  the  royal  juftice. 
He  anfwered  with  warmth,  that 
if  any  man  whatsoever  prefumed 
to  infringe  the  laws  of  the  holy 
Roman  fee,  or  the  rights  of  the: 
thurch  of  Ohrid,  and  did  not 
voluntarily  make  Satisfaction,  he 
would  not  fpare  fuch  an  offender, 
nor  delay  any  longer  to  pronounce 
ecclefiaflical  cenfures  againft  him. 
They  immediately  role  up,  and 
|  going  nearer  to  him,  faid,  “  We 
“  give  yen  notice  that  you  have 
t(  fpoken  to  the  peril  of  your  head 
!  His  anfwer  was,  ec  Are  you  come 
e<  to  kill  me?  I  hav-e  com?nitted  my 
!  “  caufe.to  the  fupreme  judge  of  all , 
“  and  am  therefore  unmoved  at  your 
st  threats.  Nor  are  your  J words 
et  more  ready  to  frike  than  my  mind 
is  to  J'ujfer  matyrdom A  At  thefe 
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words  one  of  them  turned  to  the 
ecclefiafticks  there  prefent,  and  in 
the  name  of  the  king  commanded 
them  to  fecure  the  perfon  of  Bec- 
ket ;  declaring,  they  fhould  anfwer 
for  him,  if  he  efcaped.  Which 
being  heard  by  him,  he  afked  the 
knights,  “  Why  any  of  them 
fhould  imagine  he  intended  to 
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(t  fly  ?  Neither  for  fear  of  the  king , 
i(  nor  of  any  one  living ,  will  1 
ei  (faid  he)  be  driven  to  flight.  1 
<c  came  not  hither  to  fly ,  but  to  fland 
(f  the  malice  of  the  impious ,  and  the 
iS  rage  of  aJfaJJinsN  Upon  this 
they  went  out,  and  commanded 
the  knights  of  his  houfhold,  at 
the  peril  of  their  lives,  to  go  with 
them,  and  wait ^  the  event  in  fi- 
lence  and  tranquillity.  Proclama¬ 
tion  was  likewife  made  to  the  fame 
effeCt  in  the  city.  After  their  de¬ 
parture  John  of  Salifbury  reproved 
the  primate  for  having  fpoken  to 
them  fo  fharply,  and  told  him, 
he  would  have  done  better,  if  hd 
had  taken  counfei  of  his  friends 
what  anfwer  to  make.  But  he  re- 
plied,  “  There  is  no  want  of  more 
f  counfei.  What  I  ought  to  do  I 
“  well  know.”  Intelligence  be¬ 
ing  brought  to  him  that  the  four 
knights  were  arming,  he  faid  with 
an  air  of  unconcern,  “  What  mat. 
“  ters  it  ?  let  them  arm.”  Never- 
thelefs  fome  of  his  fervants  fhut 
and  barred  the  abbey-gate :  after 
which  the  monks  who  were  with 
him,  alarmed  at  his  danger,  led 
him  into  the  church,  where  the 
evening  fervice  was  performing, 
by  a  private  way  through  the 
cloy  fters. 

The  knights  were  now  come 
before  the  gate  of  the  abbey,  and 
would  have  broken  it  open  with 
inftruments  they  had  brought  for 
7  that 
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that  purpofe  :  but  Robert  de  Broc, 
to  whom  the  houfe  was  better 
known,  (hewed  them  a  p adage 
through  a  window,  by  which  they 
got  in,  and,  not  finding  Becket  in 
any  chamber  of  the  palace,  fol¬ 
lowed  him  to  the  cathedral.  When 
the  monks  within  faw  them  com¬ 
ing,  they  haftened  to  lock  the  door;; 
but  the  archbilhop  forbad  them  to 
do  it,  faying,  44  You  ought  not  to 
.♦'*  make  a  cajile  of  the  church .  It 
44  twill  protedi  us  fuff ciently  r without 
44  being  fjut  :  nor  did  I  come  hither 
44  to  refifl,  but  to  fuflferd*  Which 
they  not  regarding,  he  himfelf 
opened  the  door,  called  in  feme  of 
..the  monks,  who  flood  without, 
and  then  went  up  to  the  high 
altar. 

The  knights,  finding  no  ob- 
flade,  ruffled  into  the  choir,  and, 
brandifhirtg  their  weapons,  ex¬ 
claimed,  Where  is  Thomas 
u  Becket  :  where  is  that  traitor  to 
44  the  king  and  kingdom  ?”  at 
which  he  making  no  an fwer,  they 
called  out  more  loudly,  44  Where 
44  is  the  archbifhop  ?’*  He  then 
turned,  and  coming  down  the 
fleps  of  the  altar,  4 4  Here  am  f, 
44  no  traitor,  but  a  prieft.  What 
44  would  you  have  with  me  ?  I  am 
iCt  ready  to  fuflfer  in  the  name  of  him 
44  that  redeemed  me  with  his  blood. 

* 4  God  forbid  that  1  jhould  fly  for 
iS  fear  of  your  fivords ,  or  recede 
44  from  juficed *  They  once  more 
commanded  him  to  take  off  the 
excommunication  and  fufpenfion  of 
the  bifhops.  He  replied,  44  No 
44  fatisfaclion  has  yet  been  made  ; 
44  nor  will  I  abfolve  them.  Then 
44  (laid  they)  thou  (halt  inflantly 
44  die,  according  to  thy  defert, 
44  I  am  ready  to  die  (anfwered  he) 
4‘  that  the  church  may  obtain  liberty 
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44  and  peace  in  my  blood.  But  m 
44  the  name  of  God ,  I  forbid  you  t& 
44  hurt  any  of  my  peopled'’  They 
now  rufhed  upon  him,  and  en¬ 
deavoured  to  drag  him  out  of  the 
church,  with  an  intention  (as  they 
afterwards  declared  themfel  ves)  to 
carry  him  in  bonds  to  the  king  ; 
or,  if  they  could  not  do  that,  to 
kill  him  in  a  lefs  facred  place; 
but  he  clinging  fall  to  one  of  the 
pillars  of  the  choir,  they  could 
not  force  him  from  thence.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  flruggle  he  fhook  William 
de  Tracey  fo  roughly  that  he  al- 
rnoft  threw  him  down  ;  and  as  Re¬ 
ginald  Fitzurfe  preft  harder  upon 
him  than  any  of  the  others,  he 
thrufl  him  away,  and  called  him 
pimp.  This  opprobrious  language 
more  enraged  that  violent  man  ; 
he  lifted  up  his  fword  againft  the 
head  of  Becket,  who  then  bowino- 
his  neck,  and  joining  his  hands 
together,  in  a  pofture  of  prayer, 
recommended  his  own  foul,  and 
the  caufe  of  the  church,  to  God, 
and  to  the  faints  of  that  cathedral. 
But  one  of  the  monks  of  Canter¬ 
bury  inierpofiag  his  arm  to  ward 
off  the  blow,  it  was  almoft  cut 
off;  and  the  archbifhoo  alfo  was 
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wounded  in  the  crown  of  his 
head.  He  flood  a  fecond  flroke, 
which  Jikewife  fell  on  his  head,  in 
the  fame  devout  pofture,  without 
a  motion,  word,  or  groan  :  but. 
after  receiving  a  third,  he  fell 
proftrate  pn  his  face  ;  and  all  the 
accomplices  prefling  now  to  a 
fhare  in  the  murder,  a  piece  of  his 
fkull  was  (truck  off  by  Richard 
Brito.  Laftly,  Hugh  the  fubdea- 
con,  who  had  joined  himfelf  to 
them  at  Canterbury,  fcooped  out 
the  brains  of  the  dead  archbifhop 
with  the  point  o.f  a  fword,  and 
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(battered  them  over  the  pave¬ 
ment. 

Tb us  in  the  fifty-third  year  of 
his  age,  was  aflaflinated  Thomas 
Becket  ;  a  man  of  great  talents, 
of  elevated  thoughts,  and  of  in¬ 
vincible  courage  ;  but  of  a  moil 
violent  and  turbulent  fpirit ;  ex¬ 
cel]]  v  el  y  pafilonate,  haughty,  and 
vain-glorious  in  his  resolutions 
inflexible,  in  his  refentments  im¬ 
placable.  It  cannot  be  denied  that 
he  was  guilty  of  a  wilful  and  pre¬ 
meditated  perjury  :  that  he  op- 
pofed  the  neceflary  courfe  of  pub¬ 
lic  juftice,  and  a&ed  in  defiance 
of  the  laws  of  his  country  ;  laws 
which  he  had  moll  folemnly  ac¬ 
knowledged  and  confirmed:  nor 
is  it  lefs  evident,  that,  during  the 
heat  of  this  difpute,  he  was  in 
the  higheft  degree  ungrateful  to  a 
very  kind  maker,  whofe  confi¬ 
dence  in  him  had  been  boundlefs, 
and  who  from  a  private  condition 
had  advanced  him  to  be  the  fe- 
cond  man  in  his  kingdom,  On 
what  motives  he  abted  can  be  cer¬ 
tainly  judged  of  by  him  alone,  to 
•who?]!  ail  hearts  are  open .  He 
might  be  milled  by  the '•prejudices 
of  a  bigotted  age,  and  think  he 
was  doing  an  acceptable  fervice 
to  God,  in  contending,  even  to 
death,  for  the  utmoll  excefs  of  ec- 
clefiaftical  and  papal  authority. 
Yet  the  ftrength  of  his  under- 
ffanding,  his  converfation  in  courts 
and  camps,  among  perfons  whofe 
notions  were  more  free  and  en¬ 
larged,  the  different  colour  of  his 

former  life,  and  the  fuddennefs  of 
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the  change  which  feemed  to  be 
wrought  in  him  upon  his  election 
to  Canterbury,  would  make  one 
fufpeft,  as  many  did  in  the  times 
wherein  he  lived,  that  he  only  be¬ 


came  the  champion  of  the  charch. 
from  an  ambitious  defire  of  (haring 
its  power  ;  a  power  more  inde¬ 
pendant  on  the  favour  of  the  king, 
and  therefore  more  agreeable  to  the 
haughtinefs  of  his  mind,  than  that 
which  he  had  enjoyed  as  a  mi- 
riifter  of  the  crown.  And  this  fuf- 
picion  is  encreafed  by  the  marks 
of  cunning  and  falfenefs,  which 
are  evidently  feen  in  his  conduct 
on  fome  occafions.  Neither  is  it 
impoffible,  that,  when  firft  he  af- 
fumed  his  new  character,  he’  miVht 
aft  the  parr  of  a  zealot,  merely 
or  principally  from  motives  of  ar¬ 
rogance  and  ambition  ;  yet,  af¬ 
terwards,  being  engaged,  and  In¬ 
flamed  by  the  contefl,  work  him- 
felf  up  into  a  real  enthufiafra. 
The  continual  praifes  of  thofe 
with  whom  he  added,  the  honours 
done  him  in  his  exile  by  all  the 
clergy  of  France,  and  the  vanity 
which  appears  fo  predominant  in 
his  mind,  may  have  conduced  to 
operate  fuch  a  change.  Ke  cer¬ 
tainly  (hewed  in  the  latter  part  of 
his  life  a  fpirit  as  fervent  as  the 
warmeft  enthufiaft’s ;  fuch  a  fpirit 
indeed  as  conftitutes  heroifm,  when 
it  exerts  itfeif  in  a  caufe  beneficial 
to  mankind.  Had  he  defended 
the  eftabli Hied  laws  of  his  country. 
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and  the  fundamental  rules  of  civil 
juftice,  with  as  much  zeal  and 
intrepidity  as  he  oppofed  them, 
he  would  have  deferved  to  be 
ranked  with  thofe  great  men,  whofe 
virtues  make  one  eafily  forget  the 
allay  of  fome  natural  imperfec¬ 
tions  :  but,  unhappily,  his  good 
qualities  were  fo  mifapplied,  that 
they  became  no  lefs  hurtful  to 
the  public  weal  of  the  kingdom, 
than  the  wcrft  of  his  vices. 
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Commentaries  on  the  Laws  of  Eng¬ 
land.  Books  the  firft  and  fecond ; 
in  two  volumes  quarto.  By  Wil¬ 
liam  Black jl  one,  Efq',  Vinerian 
Profejfor  of  Law,  and  Sollicitor- 
general  to  her  Majefty.  The  fecond 
edition.  Oxford:  printed  at  the 
Clarendon  prefs * 

/  |  A  H  E  Royal  Prophet,  fpeaking 
1  of  the  divine  law,  fays,  that 
it  was  a  light  to  the  eyes  of  the  un- 
derftanding,  which  imparted  wif- 
dom  to  the  mo  ft  limple. 

It  were  much  to  be  wifhed,  that 
what  David  thus  faid  of  the  laws 
of  God,  could,  almoft  with  any 
allowance,  be  faid  of  the  laws  of 
men  ;  fo  that  while  the  univerfal 
juftice,  and  extenlive  principles,  on 
which  they  were  founded,  Ihould 
enlighten  and  enlarge  the  under- 
ftanding  of  the  wifeft,  their  com- 
prehenfive  clearnefs  and  perfpicui- 
ty  Ihould  give  immediate  informa¬ 
tion  and  knowledge  to  the  mod 
limple  ;  and  that  mankind  Ihould 
fear  to  break  them,  from  a  confci- 
oufnefs  of  their  apparent  and  un¬ 
doubted  equity,  and  a  reverential 
fen fe  of  the  benefits  which  they 
continually  imparted.  If  even  or¬ 
dinary  rulers,  who  are  invefted 
with  an  authority  merely  judicial 
and  executive,  pretend  to  claim 
fome  refemblance  to  the  Deity,  in 
the  cafual  difpenfation  of  law ;  it 
Ihould  certainly  be  the  part  of  great 
legiflators  of  nations,  to  endeavour 
to  refemble  him  in  the  permanent 
eftablifhment  of  it. 

It  is  unfortunate,  that  few  hu¬ 
man  bodies  of  law,  if  any,  can 
be  faid  to  poftefs  perfpicuity,  to¬ 
gether  with  a  drift  regard  to  uni¬ 
verfal  juftice.  Thofe  in  which  the 
fains  populi  is,  as  it  ought  always 
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to  be,  principally  confulted  ;  are 
often  exceedingly  dark,  doubtful, 
and  intricate  ;  whil  ft  thofe,  on  the 
other  hand,  in  which  any  degree 
of  clearnefs  is  to  be  found,  owe  it 
chiefly  to  the  wiil  of  the  fovereign 
being  prepofteroufly  adopted,  as  a 
meafure  of  a  fubjedt’s  right. 

Of  thefe  two  evils  want  of  per¬ 
fpicuity,  arid  want  of  a  drift  re¬ 
gard  to  univerfal  juftice;  the  former 
mult  be  allowed  to  be  the  moft  to¬ 
lerable,  as  it  may  be  conquered  by 
an  extraordinary  degree  of  appli¬ 
cation  in  fome  of  the  members  of 
the  community,  while  the  afflu¬ 
ence  confequent  on  fecurity  and 
created  by  it,  will  furnifh  others 
with  the  means,  occaflonally  to  pur- 
chafe  their  knowledge  and  advice. 
The  latter  evil  nothing  can  com- 
penfate  for,  except  the  temporary 
hope  of  an  extraordinary  degree  of 
wifdom  and  goodnefs  in  the  fove¬ 
reign  ;  endowments  little  to  be  ex¬ 
pected  and  feldom  to  be  found  in 
men,  liable  from  their  cradles  to 
imbibe  the  poifon  of  flattery,  and 
the  intoxication  of  power. 

It  mu  ft  not  however  be  diflem- 
bled,  but  that  in  the  former  cafe, 
the  neceffity  of  fuch  a  tedious  and 
tirefome  application,  by  one  part 
of  the  members  of  the  community, 
to  acquire  a  knowledge  of  the  laws 
of  their  country,  and  the  confe¬ 
quent  Iofs  of  time  and  money, 
which  the  others  nvu  ft  be  at  to  pay 
for  the  fruits  of  their  labours, 
which  in  fa£t,  is  to  purchafe  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  thofe  laws,  are  too  apt  to 
weaken,  and  in  time  totally  to  wear 
out  of  mens  minds,  that  affeCtion 
and  reverential  awe,  which  we 
ought  to  bear  towards  the  laws  of 
our  country.  This  habitual  affec¬ 
tion  and  awe  is  infinitely  prefer¬ 
able 
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able  to  the  multiplicity  of  penal 
fanCtions,  which  are  the  reproach 
of  moft  fyftems  of  laws. 

In  this  fituation  of  things,  we 
mud  owe  no  trivial  obligation  to 
any  gentleman  of  abilities  equal 
to  the  talk,  who  will  take  the 
pains  to  remove  any  part  of  the 
obfcurity  in  which  our  fyftem  of 
laws  is  involved,  and  thereby  con¬ 
tribute  to  render  the  whole  more 
intelligible.  It  will  increafe  this 
obligation  if  we  refleCt,  that  the 
law  has  been  long  looked  on,  as 
the  moft  difaareeable  of  all  ftu- 
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dies  ;  and  of  fo  dry,  difgufting, 
heavy  a  nature,  that  ftudents  of 
vivacity  and  genius  were  deter¬ 
red  from  entering  upon  it,  and 
thofe  of  a  quite  contrary  call  were 
looked  upon  as  the  iitteft  to  en¬ 
counter  the  great  difficulties  which 
attended  a  fcience,  which,  how¬ 
ever  excellent  in  its  principles,  lay 
in  fuch  a  date  of  rudenefs  and  dif¬ 
ord  er. 

Thefe  obligations  we  owe  to 
Mr.  Blackftone,  who  has  entirely 
cleared  the  law  of  England  from 
the  rubbiffi  in  which  it  was  bu¬ 
ried  ;  and  now  (hews  it  to  the  pub¬ 
lic,  in  a  clear,  concife,  and  intel¬ 
ligible  form.  This  mafterly  writer 
has  not  confined  himfelf  to  dif- 
charge  the  talk  of  a  mere  jurifcon- 
fult  ;  he  takes  a  wider  range,  and 
unites  the  hiftorian  and  politician 
with  the  lawyer.  He  traces  the 
firft  eftabliffiment  of  our  laws,  de- 
i  velopes  the  principles  on  which 
they  are  grounded,  examines  their 
propriety  and  efficacy,  and  fome- 
times  points  out  wherein  they  may 
i  he  altered  for  the  better. 

It  is  not  to  be  denied,  but  that 
'  many  law  -  writers  have  before 
|  wrote  treatifes,  which  were  veiy 
i  much  to  the  purpofe  ;  their  infti- 
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tutes,  their  digefts,  their  abridge¬ 
ments,  and  their  dictionaries,  have 
all  their  ufe.  But  Mr.  Black¬ 
ftone  is  the  firft  who  has  treated 
the  law  of  England  as  a  liberal 
fcience.  His  commentaries,  be- 
fides  affording  equal  inftruClion* 
are  infinitely  better  calculated  to 
render  that  inftru&ion  agreeable. 
His  book  may  vie  with  the  purity 
and  elegance  of  the  writers  of  the 
Roman  law  in  its  belt  age.  They 
are  not,  therefore,  the  fubjeCts  of 
England  only,  or  thofe  that  un¬ 
derhand  our  language,  that  are 
likely  to  be  benefitted  by  this 
work.  It  will  probably  be  tranf- 
lated  into  others  of  the  European 
languages  ;  and  become  a  diffufive 
benefit,  by  bringing  other  nations 
acquainted  with  the  advantages  of  a 
free  conftitution. 

Mr.  Blackftone  acquaints  us  in 
his  preface,  that  he  gave  private 
leClures  on  the  laws  of  England 
in  the  univerfity  of  Oxford,  be¬ 
fore  Mr.  Viner  had  left  funds  to 
eftablifh  public  ones  ;  a  circum- 
ftance  greatly  to  his  honour,  as  fo 
able  a  lawyer  could  not  fail  of  em¬ 
ploying  his  talents  to  much  greater 
advantage  at  the  bar.  Upon  the 
death  of  Mr.  Viner,  the  univerfity 
eleCted  him  firft  Vinerian  pro- 
feffor ;  and  as  this  election  was  an 
honour  to  the  univerfity  ;  fo  it  was 
a  happinefs  to  the  memory  of  Mr. 
Viner,  that  they  had  fuch  a  man 
to  eleCt. 

Mr.  Blackftone  introduces  what 
he  more  immediately  calls  his 
commentaries  or  leCtures,  with 
four  feCtions.  The  firft  is  on  the 
ftudy  of  the  law,  in  which  after 
mentioning  many  motives  of  a 
private  nature,  for  its  being  made 
more  or  lefs  part  ofalmoft  every 
man’s  education,  he  very  judici- 
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oully  poihts  out  one  of  a  more 
public  confideration.  After  re¬ 
marking*  that  all  gentlemen  of 
fortune  are  in  confequence  or  their 
property,  liable  to  be  called  upon 
to  eftablifh  the  rights,  to  eftimate 
the  injuries,  to  weigh  the  accufa- 
tions,  and  fometimes  to  difpofe  of 
the  lives  of  their  fellow-fubjedls, 
by  ferving  upon  juries  :  That  in 
this  fituation  they  have  frequently 
a  right  to  decide,  and  that  upon 
their  oath,  queftions  of  nice  im¬ 
portance,  in  the  folution  of  which 
home  legal  fkili  is  requifite;  efpe- 
cially  where  the  law  and  the  fadt, 
as  it  often  happens,  are  intimately 
blended  together;  he  pertinently 
adds :  <e  And  the  general  incapa¬ 
city,  even  of  cur  belt  juries,  to 
do  this  with  any  tolerable  proprie¬ 
ty,  has  greatly  debafed  their  au¬ 
thority  ;  and  has  undoubtedly 
thrown  more  power  into  the  hands 
of  judges,  to  aired,  controul,  and 
even  rpverfe  their  verd ids,  than 
perhaps'  the  conftitution  intended,5’ 
This  fedion  concludes  with  a  cu¬ 
rious  hiftory  of  the  many  ftruggles, 
between  our  and  the  Roman  (com¬ 
monly  called  by  way  of  excellence, 
the  civil)  law,  and  the  great  vic¬ 
tory  lately  gained  by  the  former, 
by  its  being  put,  in  confequence 
of  Mr.  Viner’s  will,  upon  an  equal 
footing  with  the  latter  in  one  of 
our  univerfities. 

The  fecond  fedion  of  the  intro- 
dudion,  is  on  the  nature  of  laws  in 
general.'  In  this  fedion,  the  Bri- 
tifh  conftitution  is  proved  to  be  the 
beft  for  the  bulk  of  the  people  ;  not 
only  in  fpite,  bat  rather  in  confe. 
quence,  of  the  fhare  of  monarchi¬ 
cal  power  reftding  in  the  prince, 
and  of  ariftocratical  lodged  in  the 
nobles. 

The  third  fedion  is  on  the  laws 


of  England  in  general  ;  and  ths 
fourth  treats  of  the  countries  fub- 
jed  to  thofe  laws* 

What  Mr.  Blackftone  feems 
more  properly  to  conftder  as  his 
commentaries,  is  divided  into  two 
books;  the  fir  It  concerning  the 
rights  or  duties  of  perfons  ;  the 
fecond  concerning  the  rights  of 
things,  or  thofe  rights  which  a  man 
may  acquire,  in  and  to  fuch  exter¬ 
nal  things,  as  are  unconneded  with 
his  perfon. 

The  firft  book  treats,  in  as  many 
different  chapters,  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  fubj  eds.  Of  theabfolute  rights 
of  individuals  ;  the  parliament  ; 
the  king  and  his  title  ;  the  king’s 
royal  family;  the  councils  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  king  ;  the  king’s  duties  * 
the  king’s  prerogative  ;  the  king’s 
revenue; — fubordinate  magiftrates ; 
the  people,  whether  aliens,  deni¬ 
zens,  or  natives  ;  the  clergy  ;  the 
civil  ftate ;  the  military  and  ma¬ 
ritime  ftates  ;  mafters  and  fervants ; 
hufband  and  wife  ;  parent  and 
child  ;  guardian  and  ward  ;  cor¬ 
porations. 

The  fecond  book  treats,  in  fo 
many  different  chapters  likewife, 
of  property  in  general  ;  of  real 
property  ;  and  firft  of  corporeal 
hereditaments  ;  of  incorporeal  he¬ 
reditaments  ;  of  the  feodal  fyftems  ; 
of  the  ancient  EngHfh  tenures;  of 
the  modern  Englifti  tenures  ;  of 
freehold  effaces  of  inheritance  ; 
of  freeholds  not  of  inheritance  ; 
of  eftates  lefs  than  freehold  ;  of 
eftates  upon  condition  ;  of  eftates 
in  poffefiion,  remainder,  and  re- 
veriion  ;  of  eftates  in  feveralty, 
joint  tenancy,  coparcenary,  and 
common  ;  of  the  title  to  things 
real  in  general ;  of  title  by  de- 
fcent  ;  of  title  by  purchafe  ;  and 
firft,  by  efcheat ;  of  title  by  occu¬ 
pancy  ; 
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pancy ;  of  title  by  profcription  ; 
of  tide  by  forfeiture  ;  of  title  by 
alienation  ;  of  alienation  by  deed  ; 
of  alienation  by  matter  of  record  ; 
of  alienation  by  fpecial  cuftom  ; 
of  alienation  by  devife  :  of  thinp-s 
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perfonal  ;  of  property  in  things 
perfonal  ;  of  title  to  things  perfo¬ 
nal,  by  occupancy  ;  of  title  by  pre¬ 
rogative,  and  forfeiture  ;  of  title 
by  cuftom  ;  of  title  by  fuccelfion, 
marriage  and  judgment ;  of  title 
by  gift,  grant,  and  contrail  ;  of 
title  by  bankruptcy  ;  of  teftament, 
and  adminiftration, 

Thefe  diviftons  will,  we  appre¬ 
hend,  be  found  to  be  what  the  au¬ 
thor  in|ynded  them,  neither  too 
large  nor  comprehenfive  on  the  one 
.  hand,  nor  reo  trifling  or  minute 
on  the  other*  both  circumllances 
equally  productive  of  confufion. 
I"  muft  be  added,  that  no  book 
perhaps  was  ever  publifhed,  that 
brought  down  the  matter  of  which 
it  treated  fo  near  the  time  of  pub¬ 
lication,  without  the  afiiftance  of 
notes,  as  this  does. 

It  now  remains  that  we  give 
fome  fpecimens  of  the  work.  The 
judicious  and  elegant  account  he 
gives  of  the  nature  and  origin  of 
property,  is  fo  curious,  that  we 
need  make  no  apology  for  infert- 
ing  it  at  length. 

“  There  is  nothing  which  fo  ge¬ 
nerally  ftrikes  the  imagination, 
and  engages  the  affections  of  man¬ 
kind,  as  the  right  of  property  ;  or 
that  foie  and  defpotic  dominion 
which  one  man  claims  and  exer- 
cifes  over  the  external  things  of 
the  world,  in  total  exclufion  of 
the  right  of  any  other  individual 
i*n  the  univerfe.  And  yet  there 
are  very  few  that  will  give  them- 
felves  the  trouble  to  confider  the 
original  and  foundation  of  this 
right.  Plea  fed  as  we  are  with  the 
Vol.  X. 
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poffeffion,  we  feem  afraid  to  look 
back  to  the  means  by  which  k 
was  acquired,  as  if  fearful  of  fome 
defeCt  in  our  title  ;  or  at  belt  we 
reft  fatisfied  with  the  decifion  of 
the  laws  in  our  favour,  without 
examining  the  reafon  or  authority 
upon  which  thofe  laws  have  been 
built.  We  think  it  enough  that 
our  title  is  derived  by  the  grant 
of  the  former  proprietor,  by  de- 
fce  nt  from  our  anceftors,  or  by 
the  laft  will  and  teftament  of  the 
dying  owner  ;  not  caring  to  re¬ 
flect  that  (accurately  and  ftriClly 
fpeaking)  there  is  no  foundation 
in  nature  or  in  natural  law,  why 
a  fet  of  words  upon  parchment: 
fnould  convey  the  dominion  of 
land  ;  why  the  fon  Ihould  have  a 
right  to  exclude  his  feliow-crea- 
tures  from  a  determinate  fpot  of 
ground,  becaufe  his  father  had 
done  fo  before  him  ;  or  why  the 
occupier  of  a  particular  field  or  of 
a  jewel,  when  lying  on  his  death¬ 
bed  and  no  longer  able  to  maintain 
pofleftion,  fhould  be  entitled  to  tell 
the  reft  of  the  world  which  of  them 
fhould  enjoy  it  after  him.  Thefe 
enquiries,  it  muft  be  owned, 
would  be  ufelefs  and  even  trouble- 
fame  in  common  life.  It  is  well 
if  the  mafs  of  mankind  will  obey 
the  laws  when  made,  without 
ferutinizing  too  nicely  into  the 
reafons  of  making  them.  But 
when  law  is  to  be  conhdered  not 
only  as  matter  of  praClice,  but  al- 
fo  as  a  rational  fcience,  it  cannot 
be  improper  or  ufelefs  to  examine 
more  deeply  the  rudiments  and 
grounds  of  thefe  pofkive  conftitu- 
tions  of  fociety. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  world, 
we  are  informed  by  holy  writ,  the 
all  bountiful  Creator  gave  to  mart 
“  dominion  over  all  the  earth  ;  and 
“  over  the  filh  of  the  fea,  and 
U  “  over 
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**  over  the  fowl  of  the  air,  and 
“  over  every  living  thing  that 
“  moveth  upon  the  earth.’'  This 
is  the  only  true  and  folid  founda¬ 
tion  of  man’s  dominion  over  exter¬ 
nal  things,  whatever  airy  metaphy- 
lical  notions  may  have  been  ftarted 
by  fanciful  writers  upon  this  fub- 
je£l.  The  earth  therefore,  and  all 
things  therein,  are  the  general  pro¬ 
perty  of  all  mankind,  exclufive  of 
other  beings,  from  the  immediate 
gift  of  the  creator.  And,  while 
the  earth  continued  bare  of  inha¬ 
bitants,  it  is  reafonable  to  fuppofe, 
that  all  was  in  common  among 
them,  and  that  every  one  took 
from  the  public  flock  to  his  own 
ufe  fuch  things  as  his  immediate 
necelfities  required. 

Thefe  general  notions  of  pro¬ 
perty  were  then  fufficient  to  anfwer 
all  the  purpofes  of  human  life  ; 
and  might  perhaps  llill  have  an¬ 
swered  them,  had  it  been  poftible 
for  mankind  to  have  remained  in  a 
jftate  of  primaeval  fimplicity  :  as 
may  be  colledted  from  the  manners 
of  many  American  nations  when 
iirft  difcovered  by  the  Europeans  ; 
and  from  the  ancient  method  of 
living  among  the  firfb  Europeans 
themfelves,  if  we  may  credit  either 
the  memorials  of  them  preferved 
in  the  golden  age  of  the  poets,*  or 
the  uniform  accounts  given  by 
hiflorians  of  thofe  times,  wherein 
*  *  erant  otnnia  communia  et  indivifa 
**  omnibus ,  <veluti  unurn  cundiis  pa- 
**  trimonium  ejfet.”  Not  that  this 
communion  of  goods  feems  ever  to 
have  been  applicable,  even  in  the 
earlieft  ages,  to  ought  but  the  Jub - 
fiance  of  the  thing  ;  nor  could  be 
extended  to  the  ufe  erf  it.  For, 
by  the  law  of  nature  and  reafon, 
he  who  firft  began  to  ufe  is,  ac¬ 


quired  therein  a  kind  of  tranftent 
property,  that  lafted  fo  long  as  he 
was  ufing  it,  and  no  longer  ;  or, 
to  fpeak  with  greater  precifion, 
the  right  of  poffeffion  continued 
for  the  fame  time  only  that  the 
adi  of  poflelfion  laded.  Thus  the 
ground  was  in  common,  and  no 
part  of  it  was  the  permanent  pro¬ 
perty  of  any  man  in  particular  : 
yet  whoever  was  in  the  occupation 
of  any  determinate  fpot  of  it,  for 
reft,  for  fhade,  or  the  like,  ac¬ 
quired  for  the  time  a  fort  of  own- 
erfttip,  from  which  it  would  have 
been  unjuft,  and  contrary  to  the 
law  of  nature,  to  have  driven  him 
by  force  ;  but  the  inftanT  that  he 
quitted  the  ufe  or  occupation  of  it, 
another  might  feife  it  without  in- 
juliice.  Thus  alfo  a  vine  or  other 
tree  might  be  faid  to  be  in  com¬ 
mon,  as  all  men  were  equally  en¬ 
titled  to  its  produce  ;  and  yet  any 
private  individual  might  gain  the 
foie  property  of  the  fruit,  which 
he  had  gathered  for  his  own  re- 
paft.  A  doctrine  well  illuftrated 
by  Cicero,  who  compares  the  world 
to  a  great  theatre,  which  is  com¬ 
mon  to  the  public,  and  yet  the 
place  which  any  man  has  taken  is 
for  the  time  his  own. 

But  when  mankind  increafed  in 
number,  craft,  and  ambition,  it 
became  neceflary  to  entertain  con¬ 
ceptions  of  more  permanent  do¬ 
minion  ;  and  to  appropriate  to  in¬ 
dividuals  not  the  immediate  ufe 
only,  but  the  very  fubjiance  of  the 
thing  to  be  ufed.  Othervvife  in¬ 
numerable  tumults  mull  have  a- 
rifen,  and  the  good  order  of  the 
world  been  continually  broken  and 
difturbed,  while  a  variety  of  per- 
fons  were  ftriving  who  fbould  get 
the  ftrft  occupation  of  the  fame 

thing,. 


For  the  YEAR  1767. 


thing,  or  difputing  which  of  them 
had  actually  gained  it.  As  human 
life  alfo  grew  more  and  more  re  ¬ 
fined,  abundance  of  conveniences 
were  devifed  to  render  it  more 
eafy,  commodious,  and  agreeable ; 
as,  habitations  for  (belter  and  fafe- 
ty,  and  raiment  for  warmth  and 
decency.  But  no  man  would  be 
at  the  trouble  to  provide  either,  fo 
long  as  he  had  only  an  ufufrutdu- 
ary  property  in  them,  which  was 
to  ceafe  the  inltant  that  he  quitted 
polfellion  ; — if,  as  foon  as  he  walk¬ 
ed  out  of  his  tent,  or  pulled  off 
his  garment,  the  next  ilranger  who 
came  by  would  have  a  right  to  in¬ 
habit  the  one,  and  to  wear  the 
other.  In  the  cafe  of  habitations 
in  particular,  it  was  natural  to  oh- 
ferve,  that  even  the  brute  creation, 
to  whom  every  thing  elfe  was  in 
common,  maintained  a  kind  of 
permanent  property  in  their  dwel¬ 
lings,  efpecially  for  the  protection 
of  their  young  ;  that  the  birds  of 
the  air  had  neds,  and  the  beads  of 
the  field  had  caverns,  the  invaflon 
of  which  they  edeemed  a  very  fla¬ 
grant  injudice,  and  would  facri- 
fice  their  lives  to  preferve  them. 
Hence  a  property  was  foon  eda- 
blidied  in  every  man’s  houfe  and 
home-ftall;  which  feems  to  have 
been  originally  mere  temporary 
huts  or  moveable  cabins,  fuited 
to  the  detign  of  Providence  for 
more  fpeedily  peopling  the  earth, 
and  fuited  to  the  wandering  life 
!  of  their  owners,  before  any  exten- 
t  five  property  in  the  foil  or  ground 
was  edablidied.  And  there  can 
[  be  no  doubt,  but  that  moveables 
of  every  kind  became  fooner  ap¬ 
propriated  than  the  permanent  fub- 
!  dantial  foil  :  partly  becanfe  they 
}  wers  more  iufceptible  of  a  long  oc¬ 
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cupancy,  which  might  be  conti¬ 
nued  for  months  together  without 
any  fendble  interruption,  and  at 
length  by  ufage  ripen  into  an  efla- 
blifhed  right:  but  principally  be- 
caufe  few  of  them  could  be  fit  for 
ufe,  till  improved  and  meliorated 
by  the  bodily  labour  of  the  occu¬ 
pant:  which  bodily  labour,  be¬ 
llowed  upon  any  fubjedl  whicli 
before  lay  in  common  to  all  men, 
is  universally  allowed  to  give  the 
faired  and  mod  reafonable  title  to 
an  exclufive  property  therein. 

The  article  of  food  was  a  more 
immediate  call,  and  therefore  a 
more  early  consideration.  Such, 
as  were  not  contented  with  the 
fpontaneous  produft  of  the  earth, 
fought  for  a  more  folid  refrefh- 
ment  in  the  flefh  of  beads,  which 
they  obtained  by  hunting.  But 
the  frequent  difappointments,  in¬ 
cident  to  that  method  of  provifion, 
induced  them  to  gather  together 
fuch  animals  as  were  of  a  more 
tame  and  fequacious  nature;  and 
to  edablifh  a  permanent  property 
in  their  flocks  and  herds,  in  order 
to  fudain  themfelves  in  a  lefs  pre¬ 
carious  manner,  partly  by  the 
milk  of  the  dams,  and  partly  by 
the  flefh  of  the  young.  The  fup- 
port  of  thefe  their  cattle  made  the 
article  of  nvatsr  alfo  a  very  im¬ 
portant  point.  And  therefore  the 
book  of  Ger.efis  (the  mod  venera¬ 
ble  monument  of  antiquity,  con- 
fidered  merely  with  a  view  to  hif- 
tory)  will  furnifh  us  with  frequent 
indances  of  violent  contentions 
concerning  wells;  the  exclufive 
property  of  which  appears  to  have 
been  edabliihed  in  the  fird  digger 
or  occupant,  even  in  fuch  places 
where  tne  ground  and  herbage  re¬ 
mained  yet  in  common.  Thus 
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we  find  Abraham,  who  was  but  a 
fojourner,  averting  his  right  to  a 
well  in  the  country  of  Abimelech, 
and  exacting  an  oath  for  his  fe- 
curity,  “  becaufe  he  had  digged 
f<  that  well.10  And  Ifaac,  about 
ninety  years  afterwards,  reclaim¬ 
ed  this  his  father’s  property  ;  and, 
after  much  contention  with  the 
Philiftines,  was  fufFered  to  enjoy  it 
in  peace. 

All  this  while  the  foil  and  paf- 
ture  of  the  earth  remained  ftill  in 
common  as  before,  and  open  to 
every  occupant:  except  perhaps 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  towns, 
where  the  necefiity  of  a  foie  and 
exclufive  property  in  lands  (for 
the  fake  of  agriculture)  was  ear¬ 
lier  felt,  and  therefore  more  rea¬ 
dily  complied  with.  Otherwife, 
when  the  multitude  of  men  and 
cattle  had  confumed  every  conve¬ 
nience  on  one  fpot  of  ground,  it 
was  deemed  a  natural  right  to  feize 
upon  and  occupy  fuch  other  lands 
as  would  more  eafily  fupply  their 
neceffities.  This  practice  is  ftill 
retained  among  the  wild  and  un¬ 
cultivated  nations  that  have  never 
been  formed  into  civil  ftates,  like 
the  Tartars  and  others  in  the  eaft  ; 
where  the  climate  itfelf,  and  the 
boundiefs  extent  of  their  territory, 
confpire  to  retain  them  kill  in  the 
fame  favage  Hate  of  vagrant  liber¬ 
ty,  which  was  univerfal  in  the 
earlieft  ages  ;  and  which  Tacitus 
informs  us  continued  among  the 
Germans  till  the  decline  of  the 
Roman  empire.  We  have  alfo  a 
ftriking  example  of  the  fame  kind 
in  the  hiftory  of  Abraham  and  his 
nephew  Lot.  When  their  joint 
fubftance  became  fo  great,  that 
pafture  and  other  conveniencies 
grew  fcaree,  the  natural  confe- 


quence  was  that  a  flrife  arofe  be¬ 
tween  their  fervants  ;  fo  that  it 
was  no  longer  practicable  to  dwell 
together.  This  contention  Abra¬ 
ham  thus  endeavoured  tocompofe: 
<c  let  there  be  no  flrife,  I  pray 
<e  thee,  between  thee  and  me.  Js 
ff  not  the  whole  land  before  thee  ? 
tc  Separate  thyfelf,  I  pray  thee, 
“  from  me.  If  thou  wilt  take 
<c  the  left  hand,  then  I  will  go  to 
“  the  right  ;  or  if  thou  depart  to 
“  the  right  hand,  then  I  will  go 
te  to  the  left.”  This  plainly  im¬ 
plies  an  acknowledged  right,  in 
either,  to  occupy  whatever  ground 
he  pleafed,  that  was  not  pre  occu¬ 
pied  by  other  tribes.  “  And  Lot 
“  lifted  up  his  eyes,  and  beheld 
tc  all  the  plain  of  Jordan,  that  it 
“  was  weil  watered  every  where, 
“  even  as  the  garden  of  the  Lord. 
<f  Then  Lot  chofe  him  all  the 
“  plain  of  Jordan,  and  journey- 
“  ed  eaft  ;  and  Abraham  dwelt 
“  in  the  land  of  Canaan. ” 

Upon  the  fame  principle  was 
founded  the  right  of  migration,  or 
fending  colonies  to  find  out  new 
habitations,  when  the  mother- 
country  was  overcharged  with  in¬ 
habitants  ;  which  was  praC'tifed 
as  well  by  the  Phenicians  and 
Greeks,  as  the  Germans,  Scy¬ 
thians,  and  other  northern  peo¬ 
ple.  And,  fo  long  as  it  was  con¬ 
fined  to  the  ftockinp  and  cultiva- 
tion  of  defert  uninhabited  coun¬ 
tries,  it  kept  ftri&ly  within  the 
limits  of  the  law  of  nature.  But 
how  far  the  feifingon  countries  al¬ 
ready  peopled,  and  driving  out  or 
maftacring  the  innocent  and  de- 
fencelefs  natives,  merely  becaufe 
they  differed  from  their  invaders 
in  language,  in  religion,  in  cuf- 
toms,  in  government,  or  in  co¬ 
lour  ; 
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lour;  how  far  fuch  conduct  was 
confonant  to  nature,  to  reafon,  or 
to  chriHianity,  deferved  well  to  be 
confidered  by  thofe,  who  have  ren¬ 
dered  their  names  immortal  by  thus 
civilizing  mankind. 

As  the  world  by  degrees  grew 
more  populous,  it  daily  became 
more  difficult  to  find  out  new  fpots 
to  inhabit,  without  encroaching 
upon  former  occupants;  and,  by 
conftantly  occupying  the  fame  in¬ 
dividual  fpot,  the  fruits  of  the 
earth  were  confumed,  and  its  fpon- 
taneous  produce  deftroyed,  with¬ 
out  any  provifion  for  a  future  fup- 
ply  or  fucceffion.  It  therefore  be¬ 
came  neceffary  to  purfue  fome  re¬ 
gular  method  of  providing  a  con¬ 
stant  fubfi  hence  ;  and  this  neceffi- 
ty  produced,  or  at  leaft  promoted 
and  encouraged,  the  art  of  agri¬ 
culture.  And  the  art  of  agricul¬ 
ture,  by  a  regular  connection  and 
confequence,  introduced  and  efta- 
blifhed  the  idea  of  a  more  perma¬ 
nent  property  in  the  foil,  than  had 
hitherto  been  received  and  adopted. 
It  was  dear  that  the  earth  would 
pot  produce  her  fruits  in  fufficient 
quantities,  without  the  affiftance 
of  tillage:  but  who  would  be  at 
the  pains  of  tilling  it,  if  another 
might  watch  an  opportunity  to 
feize  upon  and  enjoy  the  produCl  of 
his  indpftry,  art,  and  labour  ?  had 
not  therefore  a-  feparate  property 
in  lands,  as  well  as  moveables, 
been  veiled  in  fome  individuals, 
the  world  mull  have  continued  a 
foreft,  and  men  have  been  mere 
animals  of  prey  ;  which,  accord¬ 
ing  to  fome  philofophers,  is  the 
genuine  Hate  of  nature.  Whereas 
now  (fo  gracioufly  has  Providence 
interwoven  our  duty  and  our  hap- 
pinefs  together)  the  refult  of  this 
yery  neceffity  has  been  the  enno* 
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bling  of  the  human  fpecies,  by  giv¬ 
ing  it  opportunities  of  improving 
its  rational  faculties,  as"  well  as 
of  exerting  its  natural.  Neceffity 
begat  property;  and,  in  order  to 
infure  that  property,  recourfe  was 
had  to  civil  fociety,  which  brought 
along  with  it  a  long  train  of  infe- 
parable  concomitants  ;  Hates,  go¬ 
vernment,  laws,  punifhments,  and 
the  public  exercife  of  religious  du¬ 
ties.  Thus  conneCled  together,  it 
was  found  that  a  part  only  of  fo¬ 
ciety  v/ as  fufficient  to  provide,  by 
their  manual  labour,  for  the  ne- 
ceffary  fubfiHence  of  all ;  and  lei- 
fure  was  given  to  others  to  culti¬ 
vate  the  human  mind,  to  invent 
ufeful  arts,  and  to  lay  the  founda¬ 
tions  of  fcience. 

The  only  queftion  remaining  is, 
how  this  property  became  actual¬ 
ly  veHed  ;  or  what  it  is  that  gave 
a  man  an  excluiive  right  to  retain 
in  a  permanent  manner  that  fpe- 
cific  land,  which  before  belonged 
generally  to  every  body,  but  par¬ 
ticularly  to  nobody.  And,  as  we 
before  obferved  that  occupancy 
gave  the  right  to  the  temporary 
ufe  of  the  foil,  fo  it  is  agreed  upon 
all  hands  that  occupancy  gave  al- 
fo  the  original  right  to  the  perma¬ 
nent  property  in  the  JubJlance  of 
the  earth  itfelf ;  which  excludes 
every  one  elfe  but  the  owner  from, 
the  ufe  of  it.  There  is  indeed 
fome  difference  among  the  writers 
on  natural  law,  concerning  the 
reafon  why  occupancy  fhould  con¬ 
vey  this  right,  and  invefl  one  with 
this  abfolute  property  :  Grotius 
and  Puffendorff  infiHing,  that  this 
right  of  occupancy  is  founded  up¬ 
on  a  tacit  and  implied  affent  of 
all  mankind,  that  the  firff  occu¬ 
pant  fhould  become  the  owner  ; 
and  Barbeyrac,  Tidus,  Mr.  JLocke, 
U  3  and 
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and  others,  holding,  that  there  is 
notfuch  implied  affient,  neither  is 
it  neceiTary  that  there  fbould  be  ; 
for  that  the  very  aft  of  occupancy, 
alone,  being  a  degree  of  bodily 
labour,  is  from  a  principle  of  na¬ 
tural  juftice,  without  any  confent 
or  compaft,  fufficient  of  itfelf  to 
gain  a  title.  A  difpute  that  favours 
too  much  of  nice  and  fcholallic  re¬ 
finement  !  However,  both  fides 
agree  in  this,  that  occupancy  is 
the  thing  by  which  the  title  was 
In  faft  originally  gained  ;  every 
man  feizing,  to  his  own  continued 
nfe,  fuch  fpots  of  ground  as  he 
found  moll  agreeable  to  his  own 
convenience,  provided  he  found 
them  unoccupied  by  any  one 
clfe. 

Property,  both  in  lands  and 
moveables,  being  thus  originally 
acquired  by  the  firft  taker,  which 
taking  amounts  to  a  declaration 
that  he  intends  to  appropriate  the 
thing  to  his  own  ufe,  it  remains  in 
him,  by  the  principles  of  univer- 
fal  law,  till  fuch  time  as  he  does 
forne  other  aft  which  Ihews  an  in¬ 
tention  to  abandon  it:  for  then  it 
becomes,  naturally  fpeaking,  pub - 
lici  juris  once  more,  gnd  is  liable 
to  be  again  appropriated  by  the 
next  occupant.  So  if  one  is  pof- 
feifed  of  a  jewel,  and  calls  it  into 
the  fea,  or  a  public  highway,  this 
is  fuch  an  exprefs  dereliftion,  that 
a  property  will  be  veiled  in  the 
firft  fortunate  finder  that  will  feize 
It  to  his  own  ufe.  But  if  he  hides 
it  privately  in  the  earth,  or  other 
fecret  place,  and  it  is  difeovered, 
the  finder  acquires  no  property 
therein  ;  for  the  owner  hath  not 
by  this  aft  declared  any  intention 
to  abandon  it,  but  rather  the  con¬ 
trary  :  and  if  he  lofes  or  drops 
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it  by  accident,  it  cannot  be  col¬ 
lected  from  thence,  that  he  defign- 
ed  to  quit  the  pofTeffion  ;  and  there¬ 
fore  in  fuch  cafe  the  property  fill 
remains  in  the  lofer,  who  may  claim 
it  again  of  the  finder.  And  this, 
we  may  remember,  is  the  doftrine 
of  the  law  of  England,  with  rela- 
tion  to  treafure  trove. 

But  this  method,  of  one  man’s 
abandoning  his  property,  and  a- 
nother’s  feizing  the  vacant  poffieT- 
fion,  however  well  founded  in 
theory,  could  not  long  Tub  fill  in 
faft.  It  was  calculated  merely 
for  the  rudiments  of  civil  fociety, 
and  neceffarily  ceafed  among  the 
complicated  interefts  and  artificial 
refinements  of  polite  and  ella- 
blifhed  governments.  In  thefe  it 
was  found,  that  what  became  in¬ 
convenient  or  ufelefs  to  one  man, 
was  highly  convenient  and  ufeful 

to  another  :  who  was  ready  to 
*  * 

give  in  exchange  for  it  fome  equi¬ 
valent,  that  was  equally  defirable 
to  the  former  proprietor.  Thus 
mutual  convenience  introduced 
commercial  traffic,  and  the  reci¬ 
procal  transfer  of  property  by  fale, 
grant,  or  conveyance  :  which  may 
be  confidered  either  as  a  conti¬ 
nuance  of  the  original  pofTeffion 
which  the  firll  occupant  had  ;  or 
as  an  abandoning  of  the  thing  by 
the  prefen t  owner,  and  an  imme¬ 
diate  fucceffive  occupancy  of  the 
fame  by  the  new  proprietor.  The 
voluntary  dereliftion  of  the  owner, 
and  delivering  the  pofTeffion  to  a- 
nother  individual,  amount  to  a 
transfer  of  the  property ;  the  pro¬ 
prietor  declaring  his  intention  no 
longer  to  occupy  the  thing  himfelf, 
but  that  his  own  right  of  occu¬ 
pancy  fhould  be  veiled  in  the  new 
acquirer.  Or,  taken  in  the  other 

light* 
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light,  if  I  agree  to  part  with  an 
acre  of  my  land  to  Titius,  the 
deed  of  conveyance  is  an  evidence 
of  my  having  abandoned  the  pro¬ 
perty,  and  Titius,  being  the  only 
or  firft  man  acquainted  with  fuch 
my  intention,  immediately  fteps 
in  and  feizes  the  vacant  pofteffion  ; 
thus  the  confent  exprefted  by  the 
conveyance  gives  Titius  a  good 
right  again  ft  me  ;  and  pofteffion, 
or  occupancy,  confirms  that 
right  againft  all  the  world  be- 
fides. 

The  moft  univerfal  and  efteftual 
way,  of  abandoning  property,  is 
by  the  death  of  the  occupant : 
when,  both  the  aflual  polfeffion 
and  intention  of  keeping  pofiellion 
ceafing,  the  property,  which  is 
founded  upon  fuch  pofteffion  and 
intention,  ought  alfo  to  ceafe  of 
courfe.  For,  naturally  fpeaking, 
the  inftant  a  man  ceafes  to  be,  he 
ceafes  to  have  any  dominion  :  elfe, 
if  he  had  a  right  to  difpofe  of  his 
acquifitions  one  moment  beyond 
his  life,  he  would  alfo  have  a  right 
to  diredt  their  difpofal  for  a  mil¬ 
lion  of  ages  after  him  ;  which 
would  be  highly  abfurd  and  incon¬ 
venient.  All  property  mull  there¬ 
fore  ceafe  upon  death,  confidering 
men  as  abfolute  individuals,  and 
unconnected  with  civil  fociety  : 
for  then,  by  the  principles  before 
eftabliihed,  the  next  immediate  oc¬ 
cupant  would  acquire  a  right  in  all 
that  the  deceafed  poftefled.  But  as, 
under  civilized  governments,  which 
are  calculated  for  the  peace  of 
mankind,  fuch  a  conftitution  would 
be  productive  of  endlefs  diftur- 
bances,  the  univerfal  law  of  almoft 
every  nation  (which  is  a  kind  of 
fecondary  law  of  nature)  has  ei¬ 
ther  given  the  dying  perfon  a 


power  of  continuing  his  property, 
by  difpofing  of  his  pofieffions  by 
will  ;  or,  in  cafe  he  negleCts  to  dif¬ 
pofe  of  it,  or  is  not  permitted  to 
make  any  difpofition  at  all,  the 
municipal  law  of  the  country  then 
fteps  in,  and  declares  who  (hall  be 
the  fucceftor,  reprefentative,  or 
heir  of  the  deceafed  ;  that  is,  who 
alone  ftiall  have  a  right  to  enter 
upon  this  vacant  pofteffion,  in  or¬ 
der  to  avoid  that  confufion,  which 
its  becoming  again  common  would 
occafion.  And  farther,  in  cafe  no 
teftament  be  permitted  by  the  law, 
or  none  be  made,  and  no  heir 
can  be  found  fo  qualified  as  the 
law  requires,  ftill,  to  prevent  the 
robuft  title  of  occupancy  from 
again  taking  place,  the  doCtrine 
of  efcheats  is  adopted  in  almoft 
every  country ;  whereby  the  fove- 
reign  of  the  ftate,  and  thofe  who 
claim  under  his  authority,  are  the 
ultimate  heirs,  and  fucceed  to  thofe 
inheritances,  to  which  no  other  ti¬ 
tle  can  be  formed. 

The  right  of  inheritance,  or 
defcent  to  the  children  and  rela¬ 
tions  of  the  deceafed,  feems  to 
have  been  allowed  much  earlier 
than  the  right  of  devifing  by  tef¬ 
tament.  We  are  apt  to  conceive 
at  firft  view  that  it  has  nature  on 
its  fide ;  yet  we  often  miftake 
for  nature  what  we  find  eftablilh- 
ed  by  long  and  inveterate  cuftom. 
It  is  certainly  a  wife  and  effectual, 
but  clearly  a  political,  eilablifh- 
ment;  fince  the  permament  right 
of  property,  veiled  in  the  anceftor 
himfelf,  was  no  natural,  but  mere¬ 
ly  a  civil,  right.  It  is  true,  that 
the  tranfmiffion  of  one’s  poftef- 
fions  to  pofterity  has  an  evident 
tendency  to  make  a  man  a  good 
citizen  and  a  ufefui  member  of 
y  4  lo- 
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fbciety :  it  fets  the  paftions  on  the 
fide  of  duty,  and  prompts  a  man 
to  deferve  well  of  the  puolic,  when 
he  is  fure  that  the  reward  of  his 
fervices  will  not  die  with  himfelf, 
but  be  tranfmitted  to  thofe  with 
whom  he  is  connected  by  the  dear- 
eft  and  moil  tender  affections. 
Yet,  reafonable  as  this  foundation 
of  the  right  of  inheritance  may 
feem,  it  is  probable  that  its  im¬ 
mediate  original  arofe  not  from 
/peculations  altogether  fo  delicate 
and  refined  ;  and,  if  not  from  for¬ 
tuitous  circumftances,  at  leaf!;  from 
a  plainer  and  more  firnpJe  prin¬ 
ciple.  A  man’s  children  or  near- 
eft  relations  are  ufually  about  him 
on  his  death-bed,  and  are  the  ear- 
lieft  witneffes  of  his  deceafe.'  They 
became  therefore  generally  the  next 
immediate  occupants,  till  at  length 
in  proce fs  of  time  this  frequent 
ufage  ripened  into  general  lav/. 
And  therefore  alfo  in  the  earlieft 
ages,  on  failure  of  children,  a 
man’s  fervants  born  under  his  roof 
were  allowed  to  be  his  heirs;  be¬ 
ing  immediately  on  the  fpot  when 
he  died.  For  we  find  the  old 
patriarch  Abraham  exprefsly  de¬ 
claring,  that  “  fince  God  had 
“  given  him  no  feed,  his  ireward 
ft  Eliezer,  one  born  in  his  houfe, 
st  was  his  heir.” 

While  property  continued  only 
for  life,  teftaments  were  ufelefs 
and  unknown  ;  and,  when  it  be¬ 
came  inheritable,  the  inheritance 
was  long  indefeafible,  and  the 
children  or  heirs  at  law  were  in¬ 
capable  of  exclufion  by  will.  T  ill 
at  length  it  was  found,  that  fo 
ftridl  a  rule  of  inheritance  made 
heirs  difobedient  and  headftrong, 
defrauded  creditors  of  their  juft 
debts,  and  prevented  many  pro¬ 


vident  fathers  from  dividing  or 
charging  thdr  eftates  as  the  exi¬ 
gence  of  their  families  required. 
This  introduced  pretty  general¬ 
ly  the  right  of  difpofing  one’s 
property,  or  a  part  of  it,  by  tef- 
tament ;  that  is,  by  written  or  oral 
inftruflions  properly  ivitnejfed  and 
authenticated,  according  to  the 
pleafure  of  the  deceafed  ;  which 
we  therefore  emphatically  itile  his 
twill.  This  was  eftabliftied  in 
feme  countries  much  later  than  in 
others.  With  us  in  England,  till 
modern  times,  a  man  could  only 
difpofe  of  one  third  of  his  move¬ 
ables  from  his  wife  and  children  ; 
and  in  general,  no  will  was  per¬ 
mitted  of  lands  till  the  reign  of 
Henry  the  eighth  ;  and  then  only 
of  a  certain  portion  :  for  it  was 
not  till  after  the  reftoration  that 
the  power  of  deviling  real  pro¬ 
perty  became  fo  univerfal  as  at 
prefent. 

Wills  therefore  and  teftaments, 
rights  of  inheritance  and  fuccef- 
fions,  are  all  of  them  creatures  of 
the  civil  or  municipal  laws,  and 
accordingly  are  in  all  refpedls  re¬ 
gulated  by  them  ;  every  diftindt 
country  having  different  ceremo¬ 
nies  and  requifites  to  make  a 
teftament  completely  valid  :  nei¬ 
ther  does  any  thing  vary  more 
than  the  right  of  inheritance  under 
different  national  eftablilhments. 
In  England  particularly,  this  di- 
verfity  is  carried  to  luch  a  length, 
as  if  it  had  been  meant  to  point 
out  the  power  of  the  laws  in  re¬ 
gulating  the  fucceffion  to  property, 
and  how  futile  every  claim  mull 
be  that  has  not  its  foundation  in 
the  pofitive  rules  of  the  ftate.  In 
perfonal  eftates  the  father  may  fuc- 
ceed  to  his  children  ;  in  landed 
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property  he  never  call  be  their 
immediate  heir,  by  any  the  re- 
moteft  poffibility  :  in  general  only 
the  elded  Ton,  in  Tome  places  only 
the  youngeft,  in  others  all  the 
fons  together,  have  a  right  to  fuc- 
ceed  to  the  inheritance  :  in  real 
eftates  males  are  preferred  to  fe¬ 
males,  and  the  eldeft  male  will 
ufually  exclude  the  reft  ;  in  the 
divifion  of  perfonal  eftates,  the  fe¬ 
males  of  eaual  degree  are  admit- 
ted  together  with  the  males,  and 
no  right  of  primogeniture  is  al¬ 
lowed. 

This  one  confideration  rnav 
help  to  remove  the  fcruples  of 
many  well-meaning  perfons,  who 
fet  up  a  miftaken  confcience  in 
oppofition  to  the  rules  of  law.  If 
a'man  difmherits  his  fon,  by  a  will 
duly  executed,  and  leaves  his  e- 
frate  to  a  ftranger,  there  are  many 
who,  confider  this  proceeding  as 
contrary  to  natural  juftice  :  while 
others  fo  fcrupuloully  adhere  to 
the  fuppofed  intention  of  the  dead, 
that  if  a  will  of  lands  be  attefted 
by  cnly  two  witneffes  inftead  of 
three,  which  the  law  requires,  they 
are  apt  to  imagine  that  the  heir  is 
bound  in  confcience  to  relinquifti 
his  title  to  the  devifee.  But  both 
of  them  certainly  proceed  upon 
very  erroneous  principles  :  as  if, 
on  the  one  hand,  the  fon  had  by 
nature  a  right  to  fucceed  to  his  fa¬ 
ther’s  lands  ;  or  as  if,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  owner  was  by  na¬ 
ture  intitled  to  direft  the  fuc- 
ceftion  of  his  property  after  his 
own  deceafe.  Whereas  the  law 
of  nature  fuggefts,  that  on  the 
death  of  the  pofleifor  the  eftate 
fhould  again  become  common, 
and  be  open  to  the  next  occupant, 
unlefs  otherwife  ordered  for  the 
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fake  of  civil  peace  by  the  pofitive 
law  of  fociety.  The  pofitive  lavy 
of  fociety,  which  is  with  us  the 
municipal  law  of  England,  di- 
redts  it  to  veft  in  fuch  perfon  as  the 
laft  proprietor  fhall  by  will,  at¬ 
tended  with  certain  requifites,  ap¬ 
point  ;  and,  in  defedl  of  fuch  ap¬ 
pointment,  to  go  to  fome  particu¬ 
lar  perfon,  who,  from  the  refult 
of  certain  local  conftitutions,  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  the  heir  at  law.  Hence 
it  follows,  that,  where  the  ap¬ 
pointment  is  regularly  made,  there 
cannot  be  a  ftiadow  of  right  in 
any  one  but  the  perfon  appointed; 
and,  where  the  neceftary  requifites 
are  omitted,  the  right  of  the  heir 
is  equally  ftrong,  and  built  upon 
as  folid  a  foundation,  as  the  right 
of  the  devifee  would  have  been, 
fuppofmg  fuch  requifites  were  ob- 
ferved.  ’ 

But,  after  all,  there  are  fome 
few  things,  which,  notwithftanding 
the  general  introduction  and  con¬ 
tinuance  of  property,  muft  kill  un¬ 
avoidably  remain  in  common  ;  be¬ 
ing  fuch  wherein  nothing  but  an 
ufufrudluary  property  is  capable  of 
being  had  ;  and  therefore  they 
ftill  belong  to  the  firft  occupant, 
during  the  time  he  holds  pofteftion 
of  them,  and  no  longer.  Such 
(among  others)  are  the  elements  of 
light,  air,  and  water  ;  which  a 
man  may  occupy  by  means  of  his 
windows,  his  gardens,  his  mills, 
and  other  conveniencies  :  fuch  alfo 
are  the  generality  of  thofe  animals 
which  are  laid  to  be  fera:  nature, 
or  of  a  wild  and  un tameable  dif- 
pofition  ;  which  any  man  may 
feife  upon  and  keep  for  his  own 
ufe  or  pleafure.  All  thefe  things, 
fo  long  as  they  remain  in  pofTef- 
fon,  every  man  has  a  right  to 

enjoy 
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enjoy  without  difturbance  ;  but  if 
once  they  efcape  from  his  cuftody, 
or  he  voluntarily  abandons  the  ufe 
of  them,  they  return  to  the  com¬ 
mon  Hock,  and  any  man  elfe  has 
an  equal  right  to  feife  and  enjoy 
them  afterwards. 

Again  ;  there  are  other  things, 
in  which  a  permanent  property 
may  fubfift,  not  only  as  to  the 
temporary  ufe,  but  alfo  the  folid 
fubftance :  and  which  yet  would 
be  frequently  found  without  a 
proprietor,  had  not  the  wifdom 
of  the  law  provided  a  remedy  to 
obviate  this  inconvenience.  Such 
are  forefts  and  other  wafte  grounds, 
which  were  omitted  to  be  appro¬ 
priated  in  the  general  diliribution 
of  lands  :  fuch  alfo  are  wrecks, 
eftrays,  and  that  fpecies  of  wild 
animals,  which  the  arbitrary  con- 
ftitutions  of  pofitive  lav/  have  dif- 
tinguifhed  from  the  reft  by  the 
well-known  appellation  of  game. 
With  regard  to  thefe  and  fome 
Others,  as  difturbances  and  quar¬ 
rels  would  frequently  arife  among 
individuals,  contending  about  the 
acquifition  pf  this  fpecies  of  pro¬ 
perty  by  iirft  occupancy,  the  law 
has  therefore  wifely  cut  up  the  root 
of  diffenfion,  by  veiling  the  things 
themfelves  in  the  fovereign  of  the 
Hate  5  or  elfe  in  his  reprefenta- 
tives,  appointed  and  authorised  by 
him,  being  ufually  the  lords  of 
manors.  And  thus  the  legillature 
pf  England  has  univerfaily  pro¬ 
moted  the  grand  ends  of  civil  fo- 
ciety,  the  peace  and  fecurity  of 
individuals,  by  fteadily  purfuing 
that  wife  and  orderly  maxim,  of 
affigning  to  every  thing  capable  of 
ownerfhip  a  legal  and  determinate 
owner. J> 

We  fhall  conclude  with  the  ac¬ 
count  which  our  learned  writer 
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gives  of  thsFeodal  Syftem;  which, 
though  a  fubjedl  often  handled,  ap¬ 
pears  new  in  his  hands. 

“  It  is  impoflible  to  underhand, 
with  any  degree  of  accuracy,  either 
the  civil  conftitution  of  this  king¬ 
dom,  or  the  laws  which  regulate 
its  landed  property,  without  fome 
general  acquaintance  with  the 
nature  and  dodlrine  of  feuds,  or 
the  feodal  law  ;  a  fyftem  fo  uni¬ 
verfaily  received  throughout. Eu¬ 
rope,  upwards  of  twelve  centuries 
ago,  that  Sir  Henry  Spelman  does 
not  fcruple  to  call  it  the  law 
of  nations  in  our  weftern  world. 
This  chapter  will  be  therefore  de¬ 
dicated  to  this  enquiry.  And 
though  in  the  courfe  of  our  ob- 
fervations  in  this  and  many  other 
parts  of  the  prefent  book,  we  may 
have  occafion  to  fearch  pretty 
highly  into  the  antiquities  of  our 
pnglifh  jurifprudence,  yet  furely 
no  induftrious  ftudent  will  imagine 
his  time  mif-employed,  when  he 
is  led  to  confider  that  the  obfolete 
doctrines  of  our  laws  are  frequently 
the  foundation,  upon  which  what 
remains  is  erecled  ;  and  that  it  is 
impracticable  to  comprehend  many 
rules  of  the  modern  law,  in  a 
fcholar-like  fcientifical  manner, 
without  having  recourfe  to  the 
antient.  Nor  will  thefe  refearches 
be  altogether  void  of  rational  en¬ 
tertainment  as  well  as  ufe  :  as  in 
viewing  the  majeftic  ruins  of  Rome 
or  Athens,  of  flalbec  or  Palmyra, 
it  adminiiters  both  pleafure  and 
inftrudtion  to  compare  them  with 
the  draughts  of  the  fame  edifices, 
in  their  priftine  proportion  and 
fplendor. 

The  conftitution  of  feuds  had 
its  original  from  the  military  po¬ 
licy  of  the  northern  or  Celtic  na¬ 
tions,  the  Goths,  the  Hunns,  the 
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Franks,  the  Vandals,  and  the 
Lombards,  who  all  migrating  from 
the  fame  ofjictna  gentium ,  as  Craig 
very  juftly  entitles  it,  poured  them- 
felves  in  vaft  quantities  into  all  the 
regions  of  Europe,  at  the  declen- 
fion  of  the  Roman  empire.  It  was 
brought  by  them  from  their  own 
countries,  and  continued  in  their 
refpe&ive  colonies  as  the  moft 
likely  means  to  fecure  their  new 
acquifitions  :  and,  to  that  end, 
large  diftriCts  or  parcels  of  land 
were  allotted  by  the  conquering 
general  to  the  fuperior  officers  of 
the  armv,  and  bv  them  dealt  out 
again  in  fmaller  parcels  or  allot¬ 
ments  to  the  inferior  officers  and 
moft  deferving  foldiers.  Thefe  al¬ 
lotments  were  called  feoda ,  feuds, 
fiefs,  or  fees  ;  which  laft  appella¬ 
tion  in  the  northern  languages  fig- 
nifies  a  conditional  ftipend  or  re¬ 
ward.  Rewards  or  ftipends  they 
evidently  were  ;  and  the  condition 
annexed  to  them  was,  that  the 
poftefTor  fhouid  do  fervice  faith¬ 
fully,  both  at  home  and  in  the 
wars,  to  him  by  whom  they  were 
given  ;  for  which  purpofe  he  took 
the  j  ur  ament  uni  fidelitutiS)  or  oath 
of  fealty  :  and  in  cafe  of  the  breach 
of  this  condition  and  oath,  by  not 
performing  the  ftipulated  fervice, 
or  by  deferting  the  lord  in  battle, 
the  lands  were  again  to  revert  to 
him  who  granted  them. 

Allotments  thus  acquired,  na¬ 
turally  engaged  fuch  as  accepted 
them  to  defend  them  :  and,  as 
they  all  fprang  from  the  fame  right 
of  conqueft,  no  part  could  fubfift 
independent  of  the  whole;  where¬ 
fore  all  givers  as  well  as  receivers 
were  mutually  bound  to  defend 
each  others  pofieffions.  But,  as 
that  could  not  effectually  be  done 
in  a  tumultuous  irregular  way,  go¬ 
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vernment,  and  to  that  purpofe  fub- 
ordination,  was  neceffary.  Every 
receiver  of  lands,  or  feudatory,  was 
therefore  bound,  when  called  upon 
by  his  benefaftcr,  or  immediate 
lord  of  his  feud  or  fee,  to  do  all 
in  his  power  to  defend  him.  Such 
benefaCtor  or  lord  was  likewife 
fubordinate  to  and  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  his  immediate  benefa&or 
or  fuperior  ;  and  fo  upwards  to  the 
prince  or  general  himfelf.  And 
the  feverajf  lords  were  alfo  recipro¬ 
cally  bound,  in  their  refpeCtive 
gradations,  to  protect  the  pcffef- 
iions  they  had  given.  Thus  the 
feodal  connection  was  eftablifned, 
a  proper  military  fubjeCtion  was 
naturally  introduced,  and  an  army 
of  feudatories  were  always  ready 
enlifted,  and  mutually  prepared  to 
mufter,  not  only  in  defence  of  each 
man’s  own  feveral  property,  but 
alfo  in  defence  of  the  wffiole,  and 
of  every  part  of  this  their  newly 
acquired  country  :  the  prudence 
of  which  conftitution  was  loon  fuf- 
ftciently  vifible  in  the  ftrength  and 
fpirit,  with  which  they  maintained 
their  conquefts. 

The  univerfality  and  early  ufe 
of  this  feodal  plan,  among  all 
thofe  nations  which,  in  complai- 
fance  to  the  Romans,  we  ftill  call 
barbarous,  may  appear  from  what 
is  recorded  of  the  Cimbri  and  Teu- 
tones,  nations  of  the  fame  north¬ 
ern  original  as  thofe  whom  we 
have  been  defcribing,  at  their  firft 
irruption  into  Italy  about  a  cen¬ 
tury  before  the  chriftian  asra. 
They  demanded  of  the  Romans, 
“  ut  martins  populus  illiquid  Jibi 
“  terras  daret,  qaafi  Jiipendium  : 
“  c  ate  rum »  ut  '~vellety  manibus  at~ 
l(  que  armis  Juis  uteretur .**  The 
fenfe  of  which  may  be  thus  ren¬ 
dered  ;  they  deftred  ftipendiary 
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lands  (that  is,  feuds)  to  be  allowed 
them,  to  be  held  by  military  and 
other  perfonal  fervices,  whenever 
their  lords  fbould  call  upon  them. 
This  was  evidently  the  fame  con¬ 
futation,  that  difplayed  itfelf  more 
fully  about  feven  hundred  years 
afterwards  ;  when  the  Salii,  Bur¬ 
gundians,  and  Franks,  broke  in 
upon  Gaul,  the  Vifigoths  on  Spain, 
and  the  Lombards  upon  Italy,  and 
introduced  with  themfelves  this 
northern  plan  of  polity,  ferving  at 
puce  to  didribute,  and  to  protedf, 
the  territories  they  had  newly 
gained.  And  from  hence  it  is 
probable  that  the  emperor  Alex¬ 
ander  Severus  took  the  hint,  of 
dividing  lands  conquered  frGrn  the 
enemy  among  his  generals  and 
victorious  foldiery,  on  condition 
of  receiving  military  lervice  from 
them  and  their  heirs  for  ever. 

Scarce  had  thefe  northern  con¬ 
querors  edablifhed  themfelves  in 
their  new  dominions,  when  the 
wifdom  of  their  conditutions,  as 
well  as  their  perfonal  valour,  a- 
1  armed  all  the  princes  of  Europe; 
that  is,  of  thofe  countries  which 
had  formerly  been  Roman  pro¬ 
vinces,  but  had  revolted,  or  were 
deferted  by  their  old  mailers,  in 
the  general  wreck  of  the  empire. 
Wherefore  mod,  if  not  ail,  of  them 
thought  it  neceffary  to  enter  into 
the  fame  or  a  fimiiar  plan  ol  policy. 
For  whereas,  before,  the  poiTef- 
fions  of  their  fubje&s  were  per¬ 
fectly  allodial  ;  (that  is,  wholly 
independent,  and  held  of  no  fu- 
perior  at  ail)  now  they  parcelled 
out  their  royal  territories,  or  per- 
fuaded  their  fubje&s  to  furrender 
up  and  retake  their  own  landed 
property,  under  the  like  feodal  ob¬ 
ligation  of  military  fealty.  And 
thus,  in  the  poinpafs  of  a  very  few 
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years,  the  feodal  conditution,or  the 
dodrine  of  tenure,  extended  itfelf 
over  all  the  weftern  world.  Which 
alteration  of  landed  property,  in 
fo  very  material  a  point,  neceffarily 
drew  after  it  an  alteration  of  laws 
and  culloms  :  fo  that  the  feodal 
laws  foon  drove  out  the  Roman, 
which  had  hitherto  univerfally  ob¬ 
tained,  but  now  became  for  many 
centuries  loft  and  forgotten  ;  and 
Italy  itfelf  (as  fome  of  the  civilians, 
with  more  fpleen  than  judgment, 
have  exprefled  it)  belluinas ,  atque 
ftrinas ,  imjnanefque  Longobardorum 
leges  accepit . 

But  this  feodal  polity,  which  was 
thus  by  degrees  ellablifhed  over  all 
the  continent  of  Europe,  feems  not 
to  have  been  received  in  this  part 
of  our  ifland,  at  lead  not  univer¬ 
fally  and  as  a  part  of  the  national 
conditution,  till  the  reign  of  Wil¬ 
liam  the  Norman.  Not  but  that 
it  is  reafonable  to  believe,  from 
abundant  traces  in  our  hidory  and 
laws,  that  even  in  the  times  of  the 
Saxons,  wHg  were  a  fwarm  from 
what  Sir  William  Temple  calls  the 
fame  northern  hive,  fomething  fi¬ 
miiar  to  this  was  in  ufe  :  yet  not  fo 
extenfively,  nor  attended  with  all 
the  rigour  that  was  afterwards  im¬ 
ported  by  the  Normans.  For  the 
Saxons  were  firmly  fettled  in  this 
bland,  at  lead  as  early  as  the  year 
600  ;  and  it  was  not  till  two  centu¬ 
ries  after,  that  feuds  arrived  to  their 
full  vigour  and  maturity,  even  on 
the  continent  of  Europe. 

This  introduction  however  of  the 
feodal  tenures  into  England  by 
king  William,  does  not  feem  to  have 
been  effected  immediately  after  the 
conqued,  nor  by  the  mere  arbitrary 
will  and  power  of  the  conqueror  ; 
but  to  have  been  confented  to  by  the 
great  council  of  the  nation  long  after 
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his  title  was  edabliihed.  Indeed, 
from  the  prodigious  (laughter  of 
the  Englilh  nobility  at  the  battle 
of  Hadings,  and  the  fruitlefs  in- 
furredtions  of  thofe  who  furvived, 
fuc.h  numerous  forfeitures  had  ac¬ 
crued,  that  he  was  able  to  reward 
his  Norman  followers  with  very 
large  and  extenfive  poffeffions  : 
which  gave  a  handle  to  the  monkifh 
hiilorians,  and  Inch  as  have  impli¬ 
citly  followed  them,  to  reprefent 
him  as  having  by  right  of  the 
fwordleifed  on  all  the  lands  of  Eng¬ 
land,  and  dealt  them  out  again 
to  his  own  favourites.  A  fuppo- 
fition,  grounded  upon  a  midaken 
fenfe  of  the  word  conquejl  ;  which, 
in  it’s  feodal  acceptation,  fignihes 
no  more  than  acquiftion :  and  this 
has  led  many  hafty  writers  into  a 
drange  hiltorical  midake,  and  one 
which  upon  the  {lighted  exami¬ 
nation  will  be  found  to  be  mod  un¬ 
true.  However,  certain  it  is,  that 
the  Normans  now  began  to  gain 
very  large  pofTefiion  in  England : 
and  their  regard  for  the  feodal  law, 
under  which  they  had  lohg  lived, 
together  with  the  king’s  recom¬ 
mendation  of  this  polity  to  the 
Englifh,  as  the  befi:  way  to  put 
themfelves  on  a  military  footing, 
and  thereby  to  prevent  any  future 
attempts  from  the  continent,  were 
probably  the  reafons  that  prevailed 
to  effect  its  edablifhment  here. 
And  perhaps  we  may  be  able  to 
afcertain  the  time  of  this  great  re¬ 
volution  in  our  landed  property 
with  a  tolerable  degree  of  exaCt - 
nefs.  For  we  learn  from  the  Saxon 
Chronicle,  that  in  the  nineteenth 
year  of  King  William’s  reign  an 
invafion  ■  was  apprehended  from 
Denmark  ;  and  the  military  con- 
dicution  of  the  Saxons  being  then 
laid  slide,  and  no  other  introduced 


in  its  dead,  the  kingdom  was 
wholly  defencelefs:  which  occa- 
lioned  the  king  to  bring  over  a 
large  army  of  Normans  and  Bre¬ 
tons,  who  were  quartered  upon 
every  landholder,  and  greatly  op- 
preffed  the  people.  This  apparent 
weaknefs,  together  with  the  grie¬ 
vances  occafioned  by  a  foreign 
force,  might  co-operate  with  the 
king’s  remondrances,  and  the  bet¬ 
ter  incline  the  nobility  to  iiden  to 
his  propofals  for  putting  them  in 
a  podure  of  defence.  For,  as  foon 
as  the  danger  was  over,  the  king 
held  a  great  council  to  inquire 
into  the  date  of  the  nation  ;  the 
immediate  confequence  of  which 
was  the  compiling  of  the  great  fur- 
vey  called  domelday  book,  which 
was  iinidied  in  the  next  year: 
and  in  the  latter  end  of  that  very 
year  the  king  was  attended  by  all 
his  nobility  at  Sarum  ;  where  all 
the  principal  landholdeis  fubmit- 
ted  their  lands  to  the  yoke  of  mili¬ 
tary  tenure,  became  the  king’s  vaf- 
fals,  and  did  homage  and  fealty  to 
his  perfo  n.  This  fee  ms  to  have  been 
the  sera  of  formally  introducing 
the  feodal  tenures  by  law  ;  and 
probably  the  very  law,  thus  made 
at  the  council  of  Sarum,  is  that 
which  is  dill  extant,  and  couched 
in  thefe  remarkable  words  :  “  fu- 
<c  tuimus,  ut  cmnes  liberi  homines 
f<  foedere  &  facramento  affir merit, 
“  quod  intra  &  extra  uni<verfum 
t(  regnum  Angltae  Wilheirno  regi 
domino  fuo  fideles  ejje  <voluht  ; 
4<  terras  <A>  honor e s  illius  omni  fide- 
f<  lit  ate  ubique  feruare  cum  eoy  & 
“  contra  mimic  os  &  alien  gen  as  de- 
“  fend. re.”  i  he  terms  of  this  law 
(as  Sir  Martin  Wright  has  ob¬ 
served)  are  plainly  feodal  :  for, 
fird,  it  requires  the  oath  of 
fealty,  which  made  in  the  feme 
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of  the  feudihs  every  man  that  took 
in  a  tenant  or  vaffai ;  and,  lecondly, 
the  tenants  obliged  themfelves  to 
defend  their  lords  territories  and 
titles  againil  all  enemies  foreign 
and  domeific.  But  what  puts  the 
matter  out  of  difpute  is  another 
law  of  the  fame  colleftion,  which 
exafts  the  performance  of  the  mili¬ 
tary  feodal  fervices,  as  ordained  by 
the  general  council.  e<  Omnes  co- 
(t  mites ,  &  barones ,  £5*  miiites ,  & 
fewientes ,  &  univerji  liberi  ho~ 
mines  totius  regni  nojiri  prcedidii, 
babe  ant  &  teneant  fe  Jemper  bene 
et  in  armis  &  in  equis ,  at  decet  & 
€<  oportet  :  &  Jint  femper  prompts 
bene  parati  ad fervitium  fuum  in - 
Kt  tegrum  nobis  explendnm  &  per  a - 
ge  gendum  cum  opus  fuerit ;  fecundum 
quod  nobis  debent  de  feodis  &  tene - 
*f  mentis  fuis  de  jure  facere  ;  ficut 
tf  illis  jlatuimus  per  commune  conci - 
Hum  totius  regni  nojiri  prcediBi” 
This  new  polity  therefore  feems 
not  to  have  been  impofed  by  the 
conqueror,  but  nationally  and  free¬ 
ly  adopted  by  the  general  affembly 
of  the  whole  realm,  in  the  fame 
manner  as  other  nations  of  Europe 
had  before  adopted  It,  upon  the 
fame  principle  of  felf-fecurity. 
And,  in  particular,  they  had  the 
yecent  example  of  the  French  na¬ 
tion  before  their  eyes  ;  which  had 
gradually  furrendered  up  all  its 
allodial  or  free  lands  into  the 
king’s  hand's,  who  rellored  them 
to  the  owners  as  a  benejicium  or 
feud,  to  be  held  to  them  and  fuch 
of  their  heirs  as  they  previoufly 
nominated  to  the  king  :  and  thus 
by  d  egrees  all  the  allodial  eftates 
of  France  were  converted  into 
feuds,  and  the  freemen  became  the 
vaffals  of  the  crown.  The  only  dif¬ 
ference  between  this  change  of  te¬ 
nures  in  France,  and  that  in  Eng¬ 


land,  was,  that  the  former  was  ef¬ 
fected  gradually,  by  the  confent  of 
private  perfons ;  the  latter  was  done 
at  once,  all  over  England,  by  the 
common  confent  of  the  nation. 

In  confequence  of  this  change, 
it  became  a  fundamental  maxim 
and  necefiary  principle  (though  in 
reality  a  mere  iiftion)  of  our  Eng¬ 
lish  tenures,  tf  that  the  king  is 
“  the  univerfal  lord  and  original 
ce  proprietor  of  all  the  lands  in 
“  his  kingdom  ;  and  that  no  man 
<f  doth  or  can  pofifefs  any  part  of 
ft  it,  but  what  has  mediately  or 
c<  immediately  been  derived  as  a 
gift  from  him,  to  be  held  upon 
feodal  fervices.”  For,  this  be¬ 
ing  the  real  cafe  in  pure,  origi¬ 
nal,  proper  feuds,  other  nations 
who  adopted  this  fyilem  were  ob¬ 
liged  to  aft  upon  the  fame  fup- 
pofition,  as  a  fubilruftion  and 
foundation  of  their  new  polity, 
though  the  fa  ft  was  indeed  far 
otherwife.  And  indeed  by  thus 
confenting  to  the  introduction  of 
feodal  tenures,  our  Englifh  an- 
ceitors  probably  meant  no  more 
than  to  put  the  kingdom  in  a  hate 
of  defence  by  eftablifhing  a  mili¬ 
tary  fyilem  ;  and  to  oblige  them¬ 
felves  (in  refpeft  of  their  lands) 
to  maintain  the  king’s  title  and 
territories,  with  equal  vigour  and 
fealty,  as  if  they  had  received  their 
lands  from  his  bounty  upon  thefe 
exprefs  conditions,  as  pure,  pro¬ 
per,  beneficiary  feudatories.  But, 
whatever  their  meaning  was,  the 
Norman  interpreters,  {killed  in  all 
the  niceties  of  the  feodal  con- 
ftitutions,  and  well  underilanding 
the  import  and  extent  of  the  feo¬ 
dal  terms,  gava  a  very  different 
con itruftion  to  this  proceeding; 
and  thereupon  took  a  handle  to 
introduce  not  only  the  rigorous 
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dodlrines  which  prevailed  in  the 
dutchy  of  Normandy,  but  alfo 
fuch  fruits  and  dependencies,  fuch 
hardfhips  and  fervices,  as  were 
never  known  to  other  nations ;  as 
if  the  English  had  in  faft,  as  well 
as  theory,  owed  every  thing  they 
had  to  the  bounty  of  their  fove- 
reign  lord. 

Our  ancedors  therefore,  who 
were  by  no  means  beneficiaries, 
but  had  barely  confented  to  this 
fiction  of  tenure  from  the  crown, 
as  the  bafis  of  a  military  difcipline, 
with  reafon  looked  upon  thefe  de¬ 
ductions  as  grievous  impofitions, 
and  arbitrary  conclufions  from 
principles  that,  as  to  them,  had 
no  foundation  in  truth.  How¬ 
ever,  this  king,  and  his  fon  Wil¬ 
liam  Rufus,  kept  up  with  a  high 
hand  all  the  rigours  of  the  feodal 
dodtrines :  but  their  fuccedor, 

Henry  I.  found  it  expedient,  when 
he  fet  up  his  pretentions  to  the 
crown,  to  promife  a  reftitution  of 
the  laws  of  King  Edward  the  Con- 
fedbr,  or  ancient  Saxon  fyltem : 
and  accordingly,  in  the  fird  year 
of  his  reign,  granted  a  charter, 
whereby  he  gave  up  the  greater 
grievances,  but  Hill  referved  the 
fidlion  of  feodal  tenure,  for  the 
fame  military  purpofes  which  en¬ 
gaged  his  father  to  introduce  it. 
But  this  charter  was  gradually 
broke  through,  and  the  former 
grievances  were  revived  and  ag¬ 
gravated,  by  himfelf  and  fucceed- 
ing  princes ;  till  in  the  reign  of 
king  John  they  became  fo  intole¬ 
rable,  that  they  occafioned  his  ba¬ 
rons,  or  principal  feudatories,  to 
rife  up  in  arms  againd  him  :  which 
at  length  produced  the  famous 
great  charter  at  Runningmead, 
which,  with  fome  alterations,  was 
confirmed  by  his  fon  Henry  I1L 
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And,  though  its  immunities  (efpe- 
cially  as  altered  on  its  lad  edition 
by  his  fon)  are  very  greatly  Ihort 
of  thofe  granted  by  Henry  I.  it 
was  judly  edeerned  at  the  time  a 
vad  acquifition  to  Englifti  liberty. 
Indeed,  by  the  farther  alteration 
of  tenures  that  has  fince  happen¬ 
ed,  many  of  thefe  immunities  may 
now  appear,  to  a  common  ob- 
ferver,  of  much  lefs  confequence 
than  they  really  were  when  grant¬ 
ed  :  but  this,  properly  considered, 
will  fhevv,  not  that  the  acquifitions 
under  John  were  fniall,  but  that 
thofe  under  Charles  were  greater. 
And  from  hence  alfo  arifes  an¬ 
other  inference ;  that  the  liberties 
of  Englifhmen  are  not  (as  fome 
arbitrary  writers  would  reprefent 
them)  mere  infringements  of  the 
king’s  prerogative,  extorted  from 
our  princes  by  taking  advantage 
of  their  weaknefs ;  but  a  redora- 
tion  of  that  ancient  conditution, 
of  which  our  ancedors  had  been 
defrauded  by  the  art  and  finefie  of 
the  Norman  lawyers,  rather  than 
deprived  by  the  force  of  the  Nor¬ 
man  arms. 

Having  given  this  fhort  hl- 
dory  of  their  rife  and  progrefs, 
we  will  next  confider  the  nature, 
dodlrine,  and  principal  laws  of 
feuds  ;  wherein  we  (hall  evidently 
trace  the  groundwork  of  many  parts 
of  our  public  polity,  and  alfo  the 
original  of  fuch  of  our  own  te¬ 
nures,  as  were  either  abolifhed  in 
the  lad  century,  or  dill  remain  in 
force. 

The  grand  and  fundamental 
maxim  of  all  feodal  tenure  is  this; 
that  all  lands  were  originally 
granted  out  by  the  fovereign,  and 
are  therefore  ho) den,  either  me¬ 
diately  or  immediately,  of  the 
crown.  The  grantor  was  called 
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the  proprietor,  or  lord ;  being  he 
who  retamed  the  dominion  or  ul¬ 
timate  property  of  the  feud  or 
fee :  and  the  grantee,  who  had 
only  the  ufe  and  poffeffion,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  terms  of  the  grant, 
was  filled  the  feudatory  or  ‘vaffdl , 
which  was  only  another  name  for 
the  tenant  or  holder  of  the  lands ; 
though,  on  account  of  the  pre¬ 
judices  we  have  juftly  conceived 
again!!  the  doctrines  that  were  af¬ 
terwards  grafted  on  this  fyitem, 
we  now  ufe  the  word  <vaffal  oppro- 
brioufly,  as  fynonymous  to  Have 
or  bondman.  The  manner  of  the 
grant  was  by  words  of  gratuitous 
and  pure  donation,  dedi  &  ccnceffi  ; 
which  are  hill  the  operative  words . 
in  our  modern  infeodations  or 
deeds  of  feoffment.  This  was 
perfected  by  the  ceremony  of  cor¬ 
poral  invehiture,  or  open  and  no¬ 
torious  delivery  of  poffeffion  in  the 
prefence  of  the  other  vaffals, 
which  perpetuated  among  them 
the  sera  of  the  new  acquifition,  at 
a  time  when  the  art  of  waiting 
was  very  little  known  :  and  there¬ 
fore  the  evidence  of  property  was 
repofed  in  the  memory  of  the 
neighbourhood  :  who,  in  cafe  of 
a  difputed  title,  were  afterwards 
called  upon  to  decide  the  differ¬ 
ence,  not  only  according  to  exter¬ 
nal  proofs,  adduced  by  the  parties 
litigant,  but  alfo  by  the  internal 
teftimony  of  their  own  private 
knowledge. 

Befides  an  oath  of  fealty ,  or  pro- 
feflion  of  faith  to  the  lord,  which 
was  the  parent  of  our  oath  of  al¬ 
legiance,  the  vaffal  or  tenant,  upon 
inveftiture,  did  ufu-ally  homage  to 
his  lord ;  openly  and  humbly 
kneeling,  being  ungirt,  uncover¬ 
ed,  and  holding  up  his  hands  both 
together  between  thofe  of  the  lord, 


who  fat  before  him  ;  and  there 
profefiing  that  f‘  he  did  become 
“  his  many  from  that  day  forth, 
te  of  life  and  limb  and  earthly  ho- 
<f  nour  :J>  and  then  he  received  a 
kifs  from  his  lord.  Which  cere¬ 
mony  was  denominated  homagium9 
or  manhood ,  by  the  feudifls,  from 
the  ftated  form  of  words,  devenio 
ruejler  homo. 

When  the  tenant  had  thus  pro- 
felled  himfelf  to  be  the  man  of  his 
fuperior  dr  lord,  the  next  conlide- 
ration  was  concerning  the  fer^ulce. 
which >  as  fucli,  he  was  bound  to 
render,  in  recompenfe  for  the  land 
he  held.  This,  in  pure,  prop'er, 
and  original  feuds,  was  only  two¬ 
fold  :  to  follow,  or  do  fuii  to,  the 
lord  in  his  courts  in. time  of  peace  ; 
and  in  his  armies  or  warlike  reti¬ 
nue,  when  neceffity  called  him  to 
the  field.  The  lord  was,  in  early 
times,  the  legiflator  and  judge  over 
all  his  feudatories  :  and  there¬ 
fore  the  vaffals  of  the  inferior  lords 
were  bound  by  their  fealty  to  at¬ 
tend  their  domellic  courts  baron, 
(which  were  infcituted  in  every 
manor  or  barony,  for  doing  fpeedy 
and  effectual  juftice  to  all  the  te¬ 
nants)  in  order  as  well  to  anfwer 
fuch  complaints  as  might  be  al- 
ledged  again  ft  themfelves,  as  to 
form  a  jury  or  homage  for  the  trial 
of  their  fellow  tenants;  and  upon, 
this  account,  in  all  the  feodal  in- 
llitutions  both  here  and  on  the 
continent,  they  are  diftinguifhed 
by  the  appellation  of  the  peers  of 
the  court ;  pare. t  curtis ,  or  pares 
curits.  In  like  manner  the  barons 
themfelves,  or  lords  of  inferior 
diftrids,  were  denominated  peers 
of  the  king’s  court,  and  were 
bound  to  attend  him  upon  fum- 
mons,  to  hear  caufes  of  greater 
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fence  and  under  the  diredion  of 
his  grand  judiciary  ;  till  in  many 
countries  the  power  of  that  officer 
was  broken  and  diftributed  into 
other  courts  of  judicature,  the  peers 
of  the  king’s  court  kill  referv- 
ing  to  themfelves  (in  aimed  every 
feodal  government)  the  right  of  ap¬ 
peal  from  thofe  fubordinate  courts 
in  the  lad  refort.  The  military 
branch  of  fervice  confided  in  at¬ 
tending  the  lord  to  the  wars,  if 
called  upon,  with  fuch  a  retinue, 
and  for  fuch  a  number  of  days,  as 
were  dipulated  at  the  fird  donation, 
in  proportion  to  the  quantity  of 
the  land. 

At  the  fird  introduction  of  feuds 
as  they  were  gratuitous,  fo  alfo 
they  were  precarious  and  held  at 
the  nvill  of  the  lord,  who  was  the 
foie  judge  whether  his  vafial  per¬ 
formed  his  fervices  faithfully.  Then 
they  became  certain,  for  one  or 
more  years.  Among  the  ancient 
Germans  they  continued  only  from 
year  to  year  ;  an  annual  didribu- 
tion  of  lands  being  jnade  by  their 
leaders  in  their  general  councils 
or  afiemblies.  This  was  profefiedly 
done,  led  their  thoughts  fhould  be 
diverted  from  war  to  agriculture  ; 
led  the  drong  fhould  incroach  upon 
the  pofieffions  of  the  weak  ;  and 
led  luxury  and  avarice  fhould  be 
encouraged  by  the  erection  of  per¬ 
manent  houfes,  and  too  curious 
an  attention  to  convenience  and 
the  elegant  fuperfluities  of  life. 
But,  when  the  general  migration 
was  pretty  well  over,  and  a  peace¬ 
able  pofieffion  of  their  new  acquir¬ 
ed  fettlements  had  introduced  new 
cudoms  and  manners  ;  when  the 
fertility  of  the  foil  had  encouraged 
the  dudy  of  hufbandry,  and  an  af- 
feflion  for  the  foots  they  had  cul- 
•  Vol.  X. 
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tivated  began  naturally  to  arife  in 
the  tillers  ;  a  more  permanent  de¬ 
gree  of  property  was  introduced, 
and  feuds  began  now  to  be  grant¬ 
ed  for  the  life  of  the  feudatory. 
But  diil  feuds  were  not  yet  here¬ 
ditary  ;  though  frequently  granted, 
bv  the  favour  of  the  lord,  to  the 
children  of  the  former  po  fie  fib  r  ; 
till  in  procels  of  time  it  became 
unufual,  and  was  therefore  thought 
hard,  to  rejecl  the  heir,  if  he  were' 
capable  to  perform  the  fervices  : 
and  therefore  infants,  women,  and 
profefied  monks,  who  were  in¬ 
capable  of  bearing  arms,  were  alfo 
incapable  of  fucceeding  to  a  ge¬ 
nuine  feud.  But  the  heir  when 
admitted  to  the  feud  which  his 
ancedor  poflefied,  ufed  generally 
to  pay  a  fine  of  acknowledgement 
to  the  lord,  in  horfes,  arms,  mo¬ 
ney,  and  the  like,  for  fuch  re¬ 
newal  of  the  feud  :  which  was  call¬ 
ed  a  relief,  becaufe  it  re-edablifiied 
the  inheritance,  or  in  the  words 
of  the  feodal  writers,  f£  incertam  et 
“  traducam  her  edit  atem  relevahaf d* 
This  relief  was  afterwards,  when 
feuds  became  abfolutely  hereditary, 
continued  on  the  death  of  the 
tenant,  though  the  original  foun¬ 
dation  of  it  had  ceafed. 

For  in  procefs  of  time  feuds 
came  by  degrees  to  be  univerfally 
extended,  beyond  the  life  of  the 
fird  vafial,  to  his  fons,  or  perhaps 
to  fuch  one  of  them,  as  the  lord 
fhould  name  ;  and  in  this  cafe, 
the  form  of  the  donation  was 
dtri (ftly  obferved  :  for  if  a  feud 
was  given  to  a  man  and  his  fons . 
ail  his  fons  fucceeded  him  in  equal 
portions;  and  as  they  died  ofi- 
their  fhares  reverted  to  the  lord, 
and  did  not  defeend  to  their  chil¬ 
dren,  or  even  to  their  fur viving  bro- 
^  thersj, 
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tliers,  as  not  being  fpecified  in  the 
donation.  But  when  fuch  a  feud 
was  given  to  a  man,  and  his  heirs 
in  general  terms,  then  a  more  ex¬ 
tended  rule  of  fucceffion  took  place  ; 
and  when  a  feudatory  died,  his 
male  defendants  in  infinitum  were 
admitted  to  the  fucceffion.  When 
any  fuch  defendant,  who  thus  had 
fucceeded,  died,  his  male  defend¬ 
ants  were  alfo  admitted  in  the  firfl 
place  ;  and,  in  defed  of  them, 
fuch  of  his  male  collateral  kindred 
as  were  of  the  blood  or  lineage  of  the 
firfl;  feudatory,  but  no  others.  For 
this  was  an  unalterable  maxim  in 
feodal  fucceffion,  that  “  none  was 
“  capable  of  inheriting  a  feud,  but 
“  fuch  as  was  of  the  blood  of, 
“  that  is,  lineally  defended  from, 
t(  the  firfl;  feudatory.”  And  the 
defeent,  being  thus  confined  to 
males,  originally  extended  to  all 
the  males  alike ;  all  the  fons,  with¬ 
out  any  diilindion  of  primogeni¬ 
ture,  fucceeding  to  equal  portions 
of  the  father’s  feud.  But  this  be¬ 
ing  found  upon  many  accounts  in¬ 
convenient,  (particularly,  by  di¬ 
viding  the  fervices,  and  thereby 
weakening  the  ftrength  of  the  feo¬ 
dal  union)  and  honorary  feuds  (or 
titl  es  of  nobility)  being  now  intro¬ 
duced,  which  were  not  of  a  divisible 
nature,  but  could  only  be  inherited 
by  the  eldeft  fon  ;  in  imitation  of 
thefe,  military  feuds  (or  thofe  we 
are  now  defribing)  began  alfo  in 
moll  countries  to  defend  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  fame  rule  of  primogeni¬ 
ture,  to  the  eldeft  fon,  in  exclufion 
of  all  the  reft. 

Other  qualities  of  feuds  were, 
that  the  feudatory  could  not  aliene 
or  difpofe  of  his  feud ;  neither 
could  he  exchange,  nor  yet  mort¬ 
gage,  nor  even  devife  it  by  will, 


without  the  confent  of  the  lord. 
For,  the  reafon  of  conferring  the 
feud  being  the  perfonal  abilities  of 
the  feudatory  to  ferve  in  war,  it 
was  not  fit  he  fhould  be  at  liberty 
to  transfer  this  gift,  either  from 
himfelf,  or  his  pofterity  who  were 
prefumed  to  inherit  his  valour,  to 
others  who  might  prove  lefs  able.. 
And,  as  the  feodal  obligation  was 
looked  upon  as  reciprocal,  the  feu¬ 
datory  being  entitled  to  the  lord’s 
protection,  in  return  for  his  own 
fealty  and  fervice;  therefore  the 
lord  could  no  more  transfer  his 
feignory  or  protedtion  without  the 
confent  of  his  vaffial,  than  the  vaffal 
could  his  feud  without  confent  of 
his  lord:  it  being  equally  unrea- 
fonable,  that  tlfe  lord  fhould  extend 
his  prote&ion  to  a  perfon  to  whom 
he  had  exceptions,  and  that  the 
vaffial  fhould  owe  fubjettion  to  a  fu- 
perior  not  of  his  own  choofing. 

Thefe  were  the  principal,  and 
very  Ample,  qualities  of  the  ge¬ 
nuine  or  original  feuds;  being  then 
all  of  a  military  nature,  and  in  the 
hands  of  military  perfons  :  though 
the  feudatories  being  under  fre¬ 
quent  incapacities  of  cultivating 
and  manuring  their  own  lands,  foon 
found  it  neceffiary  to  commit  part 
of  them  to  inferior  tenants  ;  oblig¬ 
ing  them  to  fuch  returns  in  fervice, 
corn,  cattle,  or  money,  as  might 
enable  the  chief  feudatories  to  at¬ 
tend  their  military  duties  without 
diftraflion  :  which  returns,  or  re- 
ditus,  were  the  original  of  rents. 
And  by  this  means  the  feodal  po¬ 
lity  was  greatly  extended ;  thefe 
inferior  feudatories  (who  held  what 
are  called  in  the  Scotch  law  “  rere- 
“  fiefs”)  being  under  fimilar  obli¬ 
gations  of  fealty,  to  do  fuit  of  court, 
to  anfwer  the  ftipulated  renders  or 

rent- 
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rent-fervice,  and  to  promote  the 
welfare  of  the  immediate  fupericrs 
or  lords.  But  this  at  the  fame  time 
demolifhed  the  ancient  fimplicity 
of  feuds ;  and  an  inroad  being  once 
made  upon  their  conftitution,  it 
fubjedied  them,  in  a  courfe  of  time, 
to  great  varities  and  innovations. 
Feuds  came  to  be  bought  and  fold, 
and  deviations  were  made  from  the 
old  fundamental  rules  of  tenure 
and  fucceffion  ;  which  were  held 
no  longer  facred,  when  the  feuds 
themfelves  no  longer  continued  to 
be  purely  military.  Hence  thefe 
tenures  began  now  to  be  divided 
into  feoda  propria  et  impropria ,  pro¬ 
per  and  improper  feuds  ;  under  the 
former  of  which  divifions  were 
comprehended  fuch,  and  fuch  only, 
of  winch  we  have  before  fpoken  ; 
and  under  that  of  improper  or  de¬ 
rivative  feuds  were  comprized  all 
fuch  as  do  not  fall  within  the  other 
defcription  ;  fuch,  for  inftance,  as 
were  originally  bartered  and  fold 
to  the  feudatory  for  a  price  ;  fuch 
as  were  held  upon  bafe  or  lefs  ho¬ 
nourable  fervices,  or  upon  a  rent, 
in  lieu  of  military  fervice  ;  fuch  as 
were  in  themfelves  alienable,  with¬ 
out  mutual  licence;  and  fuch  as 
might  defcend  indifferently  either 
to  males  or  females.  But,  where  a 
difference  was  not  expreffed  in  the 
creation,  fuch  new  -  created  feuds 
did  in  all  other  refpedls  follow  the 
nature  of  an  original,  genuine,  and 
proper  feud. 

But  as  foon  as  the  feodal  fyftem 
came  to  be  conftdered  in  the  light 
of  a  civil  eflablifhment,  rather  than 
as  a  military  plan,  the  ingenuity 
of  the  fame  ages,  which  perplexed 
all  theology  with  the  fubtilty  of  fco- 
laflic  difquifitions  ;  and  bewilder¬ 
ed  philofophy  in  the  mazes  of  xne- 
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taphyfical  jargon,  began  alfo  to 
exert  its  influence  on  this  copious 
and  fruitful  fubjecl  :  in  d  rfuance 
of  which,  the  moft  refined  and  op- 
preffive  confequences  were  drawn 
from  what  originally  was  a  plan 
of  fimplicity  and  liberty,  equally 
beneficial  to  both  lord  and  te¬ 
nant,  and  prudently  calculated  for 
their  mutual  protection  and  de¬ 
fence.  From  this  one  foundation, 
in  different  countries  of  Europe, 
very  different  fuperftrudtures  have 
been  raifed  :  what  effedt  it  has  pro¬ 
duced  on  the  landed  property  of 
England  will  appear  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  chapters. 


An  EJfay  on  the  Hiftory  of  Civil  So - 
ciety.  By  Adam  Fergufon ,  L,  S.D» 
Profejfor  of  Moral  Philofophy  in 
the  Vniverfity  of  Edinburgh.  In 
one  volume  quarto* 

IT  concerns  man  fo  much  to 
know  himfelf  well,  and  he  is  at 
the  fame  time  fo  various  a  being, 
that  he  cannot  be  exhibited  to  hirn- 
felf,  by  too  many  obfervers  and  in 
too  many  fituations.  There  is  not 
indeed  any  condition,  whether  of 
riches  or  poverty,  figure  or  ob« 
fcurity,  fociety  or  fo  itarinefs,  ci¬ 
vilization  or  rudenefs,  in  which 
fomething  ufeful  may  not  be  glean¬ 
ed  towards  the  improvement  and 
exertion,  we  may  even  fay  the  dis¬ 
covery  of  thofe  powers,  with  which 
nature  has  fo  liberally  endowed 
him.  Nor  is  there  any  obferver, 
(and  we  are  all  obfervers  of  one 
another)  from  the  fedentary  her¬ 
mit,  to  the  giddieft  of  the  mul¬ 
titude,  who  has  not  perhaps  made 
fome  obfervation  which  was  before 
unnoticed.  The  fubjedt  is  fo  ex- 
X  z  ten  five 
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tenfive  that  it  can  never  be  ex- 
haufted,  and  the  reclufe  himfelf 
may  hit  upon  home  peculiarity  in 
the  human  frame,  by  an  acquaint¬ 
ance  with  which  the  reft  of  man¬ 
kind  may  be  greatly  benefited. 

Civil  fociety  is  now,  whatever 
it  might  have  been  originally,  the 
general  ftate  of  man  ;  fo  that  it  is 
the  moil  interefting  fituation,  that 
he  can  poftibly  be  conlidered  in. 
There  is  a  peculiar  propriety,  in 
this  conlideration’s  becoming;  the 
objedt  of  a  moral  philofopher’s  dif- 
cuffion.  No  one  can  be  more  fitly 
calculated  for  examining  thorough¬ 
ly  into,  and  defending  expreffive- 
3y,  man  in  that  ftate,  than  he  who 
is  chofen  by  a  learned  body,  as  the 
mo  ft  fit  to  point  out  and  enforce 
thofe  moral  duties,  of  which  the 
facial  form  fo  principal  a  part. 
The  learned  author  has  accord¬ 
ingly  handled  this  fubjecl  in  the 
moil  mafterly  manner  ;  the  work 
abounds  with  fubtle  thought,  in¬ 
genious  fentiment,  and  extenfive 
knowledge,  and  is  written  with  a 
force,  perfpicuity,  and  elegance, 
which  is  feldom  met  with  in  mo- 
dern  performances. 

Strong  as  this  teftimony  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  the  fubjedl  before  us,  and 
this  prejudice  in  favour  of  the  au¬ 
thor  who  has  handled  it,  may  ap¬ 
pear  ;  the  reading  of  a  very  few 
pages  of  the  work  will,  we  think, 
fufficiently  juftify  our  opinion.  Mr, 
Fergufon  has  given  us  a! moil  every 
thing  relative  to  this  fubjecl,  which 
has  been  already  advanced  by  others, 
(except  their  whims  and  caprices) 
in  fuch  a  light  as  to  make  it  almoit 
entirely  his  own.  He  has  added 
many  things  originally  his  own, 
which  would  alone  be  fuflicient  to 
entitle  him  to  the  praife  of  every 
deep  and  fubtle  inveftigator  of  the 


human  mind.  The  ftile,  without 
any  facrifice  from  method,  is  fuch 
'  as  was  due  to  the  dignity  of  the 
fubjedt,  and  might  have  been  ex¬ 
pected  from  his  rank  in  the  repub¬ 
lic  of  letters. 

The  work  is  divided  into  fix 
parts,  each  of  which  branches  into 
feveral  fedlions.  The  fi  rib  part 
treats  of  the  general  chara&eriltics 
of  human  nature  ;  the  fecond,  of 
the  hiftory  of  rude  nations  ;  the 
third,  of  the  hiftory  of  policy  and 
arts  ;  the  fourth,  of  confequences 
that  refult  from  the  advancement 
of  civil  and  commercial  arts  ;  the 
fifth,  of  the  decline  of  nations  ;  the 
fixth,  of  corruption  and  political 
ilavery.  The  propriety  of  this  di- 
vition  is  too  obvious*  to  require 
its  being  pointed  out  ;  and  that  of 
the  feveral  parts  into  fe&ions  does 
not  yield  to  it. 

Many  of  the  authors  who  have 
written  on  man,  and  thofe  too  fome 
of  the  moft  ingenious,  have  fet  out 
by  coniidering  him  as  an  animal, 
folitary  by  nature  ;  and  others,  not 
Tatis fied  with  this  blindnefs  to  what 
we  read  and  fee  of  his  condition,  in 
almoit  all  ages  and  countries,  have 
no  lefts  prepofteroufly  made  him  a 
mifehievous  one.  Nay,  one  in  par¬ 
ticular,  has  thrown  out  doubts  of 
his  having  been  originally  a  monkey 
or  baboon. 

Mr,  Fergufon,  in  Head  of  adopt¬ 
ing  either  of  thofe  capital  miftakes., 
(by  which  we  mean,  the  two  firft, 
the  la  ft  being  too  ridiculous  for  fe- 
rious  animadverfion)  has  refuted 
them  both  in  the  moft  mafterly 
manner ;  by  which  he  has  at- 
chieved  more  for  the  dignity  of  hu¬ 
man,  nature,  as  well  as  for  the  in- 
terefts  of  mankind,  than  had  been 
done  by  all  the  writers  who  had 
gone  before  him  in  this  walk. 

Not* 
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Notwith {landing  the  pleafure  we 
have  received  from  this  perform¬ 
ance,  and  the  elleem  with  which 
we  regard  the  author  ;  we  cannot 
take  leave  of  him  without  expref- 
dng  our  furprize,  that  fo  able  and 
zealous  an  advocate  for  benevo¬ 
lence  fhuuld  have  lavifhea  fo  much 
praife  on  the  Spartan  government; 
a  government,  which,  befides  many 
other  enormities  in  the  very  frame 
of  it,  not  only  tolerated,  but  en¬ 
joined  the  mod  inhuman  cruelties 
to  be  inflicted  on  its  innocent  cap¬ 
tives  ;  that  endeavoured  to  eradi¬ 
cate  from  its  members  all  focial 
tendernefs  and  domedic  endear¬ 
ment,  and  on  every  occaiion  to 
it i He  the  voice  of  nature,  and  the 
cries  of  humanity 

We  are  now  to  give  a  fpecimen 
of  Mr.  Fergufon’s  work  ;  and  the 
bell  we  think  we  can  give,  will 
be  fome  extracts  from  his  fedlions 
*  of  the  quedion  relating  to  the 
‘  date  of  nature,*  and  4  of  the 
c  moral  fentiments  in  treating  of 
which  he  has  fo  eminently  didin- 
guifhed  bimfelf ;  and  which,  as 
they  will  ferve  to  give  an  idea  of 
the  work,  will  alfo  greatly  contri¬ 
bute  to  the  entertainment,  if  not 
indrudiion,  of  fuch  of  our  readers, 
as  have  not  feen  the  original.  We 
are  forry  that  we  are  obliged  for 
want  of  room  to  leave  out  any  part 
of  them. 

Ext  rafts  from  the  fe  ft  ion  of  the  qttef- 
tion  relating  to  the  fate  of  nature. 

Natural  productions  are  pene- 
rally  formed  by  degrees.  Vege¬ 
tables  grow  from  a  tender  fhoot. 
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and  animals  from  an  infant  date. 
The  latter  being  deftined  to  adt, 
extend  their  operations  as  their 
powers  increafe  ;  they  exhibit  a 
progrefs  in  what  they  perform,  as 
well  as  in  the  faculties  they  ac¬ 
quire.  This  progrefs  in  the  cafe 
of  man  is  continued  to  a  greater 
extent  than  in  that  of  any  other 
animal.  Not  only  the  individual 
advances  from  infancy  to  manhood, 
but  the  fpecies  itfelf  from  rudenefs 
to  civilization.  Hence  the  fup- 

A 

pofed  departure  of  mankind  from 
the  date  of  their  nature  ;  hence  our 
conjectures  and  different  opinions 
of  what  man  mud  have  been  in  the 
drd  age  of  his  being.  The  poet, 
the  hidorian,  and  the  moralid,  fre¬ 
quently  allude  to  this  ancient  time  ; 
and  under  the  emblems  of  gold  or 
of  iron,  reprefent  a  condition,  and 
a  manner  of  life,  from  which  man¬ 
kind  have  either  degenerated,  or 
on  which  they  have  greatly  im¬ 
proved.  On  either  iuppofition, 
the  firft  date  of  our  nature  mud 
have  borne  no  refemblance  to  what 
men  have  exhibited  in  any  fub- 
fequent  period  ;  hidorical  monu¬ 
ments,  even  of  the  earlied  date, 
are  to  be  confidered,  as  novelties  ; 
and  the  mod  common  edablifh- 
ments  of  human  fociety  are  to  be 
claffed  among  the  incroachments 
which  fraud,  oppreflion,  or  a  bufy 
invention,  have  made  upon  the 
reign  of  nature,  by  which  the  chief 
of  our  grievances  or  bleflings  were 
equally  with-held. 

Araono'  the  writers  who  have  at* 

o 

tempted  to  didinguifh,  in  the  hu¬ 
man  character,  its  original  qua¬ 
lities,  and  to  point  out  the  limits 


*  See  a  curious  account  of  the  ancient  Lacedemonians,  in  the  3d  vol.  of  our 
Kegifter,  for  the  year  1760. 

X  3  be-. 
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b  tween  nature  and  art,  Tome  have 
repreiented  mankind  in  their  iirft 
cpndition,  as  poffeiied  of  mere  ani- 
mai  fenlibility,  without  any  ex- 
ercife  of  the  faculties  that  render 
them  fuperior  to  the  brutes,  with¬ 
out  any  political  union,  without 
any  means  of  explaining  their  fen- 
timents,  and  even  without  pof- 
feffing  any  of  the  apprehenfions 
and  paffions  which  the  voice  and 
the  gefture  are  fo  well  fitted  to  exr 
prefs.  Others  have  made  the  ft  ate 
of  nature  to  confift  in  perpetual 
wars,  kindled  by  competition  for 
dominion  and  intereft,  where  every 
ind-vit  ual  had  a  feparate  quarrel 
with  his  kind,  and  where  the  pre- 
fence  of  a  feliow  creature  was  the 
Signal  of  cattle. — -  » 

If  both  the  earlieft  and  the 
late  ft  accounts  col  eded  from  every 
quar  er  of  the  earth,  reprefen t 
mankind  as  affembled  in  troops 
and  companies  ;  and  the  indi¬ 
vidual  always  joined  by  affection 
to  one  party,  while  he  is  pof- 
iibly  oppofed  to  another;  employ¬ 
ed  in  the  exercile  of  recollec¬ 
tion  and  forefight ;  inclined  to  com¬ 
municate  his  own  fentiments,  and 
to  be  made  acquainted  with  tndfe 
of  others  ;  thefe  fads  mull  be 
admitted  as  the  foundation  of  all 
our  reafoning  relative  to  man.  His 
mixed  difpofttion  to  friendfhip  or 
enmity,  his  reafcn,  his  uie  of  lan¬ 
guage  and  articulate  founds,  like 
the  fhape  and  the  ered  pofttion 
of  his  body,  are  to  be  considered 
as  fo  many  attributes  of  his  na¬ 
ture  :  they  are  to  be  retained  in 
his  defcription,  as  the  wing  and 
the  paw  are  in  that  of  the  eagle 
and  the  lion,  and  as  different  de¬ 
grees  of  fiercenefs,  vigilance,  timi¬ 
dity,  or  fpeed,  are  made  to  occupy 
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a  place  in  the  natural  hiftory  of 
different  animals. 

If  the  queftion  be  put.  What 
the  mind  of  man  could  perform, 
when  left  to  itielf,  and  without 
the  aid  of  any  foreign  diredion  ? 
we  are  to  look  for  our  anfwer  in 
the  hiftory  of  mankind.  Particu¬ 
lar  experiments  which  have  been 
found  fo  ufeful  in  eftablifhing  the 
principles  of  other  fciences,  could 
probably,  on  this  fubjed,  teach, 
us  nothing  important,  or  new  ; 
we  are  to  take  the  hiftory  of  every 
adive  being  from  his  condud  in 
the  fttuation  to  which  he  is  form¬ 
ed,  not  from  his  appearance  in 
any  forced  or  uncommon  condi¬ 
tion  ;  a  wild  man  therefore,  caught 
in  the  woods,  where  he  had  al¬ 
ways  lived  apart  from  his  fpe- 
cies,  is  a  fmgular  inftance,  not 
a  Specimen  of  any  general  cha- 
rader.  As  the  anatomy  of  an 
eye  which  has  never  received  the 
impreffions  of  light,  or  that  of  an 
ear  which  has  never  felt  the  im- 
pulfe  of  founds,  would  probably 
exhibit  defeds  in  the  very  flrucr 
ture  of  the  organs  themfelves,  ari~ 
fing  from  their  not  being  ap¬ 
plied  to  their  proper  fundions ; 
fo  any  particular  cafe  of  this  fort 
would  only  Ihew  in  what  degree 
the  powers  of  apprehenfion  and 
fentiment  could  exift  where  they 
had  not  been  employed,  and  what 
would  be  the  defeds  and  imbe¬ 
cilities  of  a  heart  in  which  the 
emotions  that  pertain  to  fociety 
had  never  been  felt. 

Mankind  are  to  be  taken  in 
groups,  as  they  have  always  fub- 
lifted.  The  hiftory  of  the  indi¬ 
vidual  is  but  a  detail  of  the  fen¬ 
timents  and  thoughts  he  has  en¬ 
tertained  in  the  view  of  his  fpe- 
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des :  and  every  experiment  rela¬ 
tive  to  this  fubjed  fhould  be  made 
vvi.h  entire  focieties,  not  with  Tin¬ 
gle  men.  We  have  everv  reafon 
how'ever,  to  believe,  that  in  the 
cafe  of  fuch  an  experiment  made, 
we  fhall  fuppofe  vvith  a  colony 
of  children  tranfplanted  from  the 
nurlery,  and  left  to  form  a  fociety 
apart,  untaught  and  undisciplined, 
we  ffiould  only  have  the  fame 
things  repeated,  which,  in  fo  many 
different  parts  of  the  earth,  have 
be  n  tranfaded  already.  The  mem¬ 
bers  of  our  little  fociety  would  feed 
arid  fleep,  would  herd  together  and 
play,  would  have  a  language  of 
their  own,  would  quarrel  and  di¬ 
vide,  would  be  to  one  another  the 
molt  important  objects  of  the  fcene, 
and,  in  the  ardour  of  their  friend- 
fhips  and  competitions,  would  over¬ 
look  their  perfonal  danger,  and  fuf- 
pend  the  care  of  their  felf-prefer- 
vation.  Has  not  the  human  race 
been  planted  like  the  colony  in 
queftion  ?  who  has  direded  their 
courfe?  whofe  inftrudion  have  they 
heard ;  or  whofe  example  have  they 
followed  ? — 

It  would  be  ridiculous  to  affirm, 
as  a  difcovery,  that  the  fpecies  of 
the  horfe  was  probably  never  the 
fame  with  that  of  the  lion  ;  yet,  in 
oppofition  to  what  has  dropped 
from  the  pens  of  eminent  writers, 
we  are  obliged  to  obferve,  that 
men  have  always  appeared  among 
animals  a  diftind  and  a  fuperior 
race  ;  that  neither  the  poffeffion  of 
fimilar  organs,  nor  the  approxima¬ 
tions  of  lhape,  nor  the  ufe  of  the 
hand,  nor  the  continued  intercourfe 
with  this  fovereign  artift,  has  ena¬ 
bled  any  other  fpecies  to  blend 
their  nature  or  their  inventions  with 
his }  that  in  his  rudeft  Hate,  lie  is 


found  to  be  above  them  ;  and  in 
his  greateft  degeneracy,  never  de- 
fceuds  to  their  level.  He  is,  in 
fhort,  a  man  in  every  condition  ; 
and  we  can  learn  nothing;  of  his 
nature  from  the  analogy  of  other 
animals.  If  we  would  know  him, 
we  nuift  attend  to  himfelf,  to  the 
courfe  of  his  life,  and  the  tenor  of 
his  condud.  With  him  the  fociety 
appears  to  be  as  old  as  the  indivi¬ 
dual,  and  the  ufe  of  the  tongue  as 
univerfal  as  that  of  the  hand  or  the 
foot.  If  there  was  a  time  in  which, 
he  had  his  acquaintance  with  his 
own  fpecies  to  make,  and  nis  facul¬ 
ties  to  acquire,  it  is  a  time  of  which 
we  have  no  record,  and  in  relation 
to  which  our  opinions  can  ferve  no 
purpofe,  and  are  fupported  by  no 
evidence. -f— 

We  fpeak  of  art  as  diftinguifhed 
from  nature  ;  but  art  itfelf  is  na¬ 
tural  to  man.  He  is  in  fome  mea- 
fure  the  artificer  of  his  own  frame, 
as  well  as  his  fortune,  and  is  def- 
tined,  from  the  firfi:  age  of  his  be¬ 
ing,  to  invent  and  contrive.  He 
applies  the  fame  talents  to  a  varie¬ 
ty  of  purpofes,  and  ads  nearly  the 
fame  part  in  very  different  fcenes. 
He  wouid  always  be  improving  on 
his  fubjed,  and  he  carries  this  in¬ 
tention  wherever  he  moves,  through 
the  ftreets  of  the  populous  city, 
or  the  wilds  of  the  foreft. — To 
whatever  length  he  has  carried  his 
artifice,  there  he  feems  to  enjoy 
the  conveniences  that  fuit  his  na¬ 
ture,  and  to  have  found  the  con¬ 
dition  to  which  he  is  defiined. 
The  tree  which  an  American,  on 
the  banks  of  the  Oroonoko,  has 
chofen  to  climb,  for  the  retreat  and 
the  lodgment  of  his  family,  is  to 
him  a  convenient  dwelling.  The 
fopha,  the  vaulted  dome,  and  the 
X  4  colo- 
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colonade,  do  not  more  effectually 
content  their  native  inhabitant. 

If  we  are  aflted  therefore.  Where 
the  fiate  of  nature  is  to  be  found  ? 
we  may  anfwer,  It  is  here ;  and 
It  matters  not  whether  we  are  un- 
derltood  to  fpeak  in  the  ifland  of 
Great  Britain,  at  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  or  the  Straits  of  Ma¬ 
gellan.  While  this  active  being 
is  in  the  train  of  employing  his 
talents,  and  of  operating  on  the 
fiibjeCts  around  him,  all  fituations 
are  equally  natural.  If  we  are 
told,  that  vice,  at  leaf!:,  is  con¬ 
trary  to  nature  ;  we  may  anfwer. 
It  is  worfe  ;  it  is  folly  and  wret- 
chednefs.  But  if  nature  is  only 
oppofed  to  art,  in  what  fituation 
of  the  human  race  are  the  footfteps 
of  art  unknown  ?  In  the  condition 
of  the  favage,  as  well  as  in  that 
of  the  citizen,  are  many  proofs  of 
Jiuman  invention  ;  and  in  either 
Is  not  any  permanent  flation,  but 
a  mere  Itage  through  which  this 
travelling  being  is  defined  to  pafs. 
If  the  palace  be  unnatural,  the 
cottage  is  fo  no  Iefs  ;  and  the 
higheft  refinements  of  political  and 
moral  apprehenfion,  are  not  more 
artificial  in  their  kind,  than  the 
firlt  operations  of  fendment  and 

a. 

reafon. 

If  we  admit  that  man  is  fufcep- 
tible  of  improvement,  and  has  in. 
ihimfelf  a  principle  of  progrefTion, 
and  a  defire  of  perfection,  it  ap¬ 
pears  improper  to  fay,  that  he  has 
quitted  the  hate  of  his  nature, 
when  he  has  begun  to  proceed  ;  or 
that  he  finds  a  fiation  for  which 
he  was  not  intended,  while,  like 
other  animals,  he  only  follows  the 
difpofition,  and  employs  the  pow¬ 
ers  that  nature  nas  given. 

The  lateil  efforts  of  human  in. 


vention  are  but  a  continuation  of 
certain  devices  which  were  prac- 
ti fed  in  the  earliell;  ages  of  the 
world,  and  in  the  rudeft  fiate  of 
mankind.  What  the  favage  pro¬ 
jects,  or  observes,  in  the  foreft, 
are  the  fleps  which  led  nations, 
more  advanced,  from  the  archi¬ 
tecture  of  the  cottage  to  that  of 
the  palace,  and  conducted  the  hu¬ 
man  mind  from  the  perceptions  of 
fenfe  to  the  general  conclufions  of 
fcience. 

Extracts  f  rom  the  /election  on  moral 
fentiment . 

Upon  a  flight  obfervation  of 
what  paffes  in  human  life,  we 
fhould  be  apt  to  conclude,  that 
the  care  of  fubfiltence  is  the  prin¬ 
cipal  fpring  of  human  actions. 
This  confideration  leads  to  the  in- 
vention  and  practice  of  mechani¬ 
cal  arts,  it  ferves  to  diftinguifli 
amufement  from  bufinefs  ;  and, 
with  many,  fcarcely  admits  into 
competition  any  other  fubjeCt  of 
purfuit  or  attention.  The  mighty 
advantages  of  property  and  for¬ 
tune,  when  drip t  of  the  recom¬ 
mendations  they  derive  from  vani-? 
ty,  or  the  more  ferious  regards  to 
independance  and  power,  only 
mean  a  provifion  that  is  made  for 
animal  enjoyment  ;  and  if  our  fo- 
licitude  on  this  fubjeCt  were  re¬ 
moved,  not  only  the  toils  of  the 
mechanic,  but  the  ftudies  of  the 
learned,  would  ceafe  ;  every  de¬ 
partment  of  public  bufinefs  would 
become  unneceffary;  every  fenate- 
houfe  would  be  fhut  up,  and  ever y 
Diace  deferted. 

jl 

Is  man.  therefore,  in  refpeCt  to 
his  objeCt,  to  be  claffed  with  the 
mere  brutes,  and  only  to  be  dif- 

tinguiihed 
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tinguHhed  by  faculties  that  quali¬ 
fy  him  to  multiply  contrivances 
for  the  fupport  and  convenience 
of  animal  life,  and  by  the  extent 
of  a  fancy  that  renders  the  care  of 
animal  prefervation  to  him  more 
burdenfome  than  it  is  to  the  herd 
with  which  he  (hares  in  the  bounty 
of  nature  ?  If  this  were  his  cafe, 
the  joy  which  attends  on  fuc- 
cefs,  or  the  griefs  which  arife  from 
chfappointment,  would  make  the 
fum  of  his  paflions.  The  tor¬ 
rent  that  wafted,  or  the  inunda¬ 
tion  that  enriched  his  poftefiions, 
would  give  him  all  the  emotion 
with  which  he  is  feized,  on  the  oc- 
cafion  of  a  wrong  by  which  his 
fortunes  are  impaired,  or  of  a  be¬ 
nefit  by  which  they  are  preferved 
and  enlarged.  His  fellow-crea¬ 
tures  would  be  confidered  merely 
as  they  affeded  his  interert.  Pro¬ 
fit  or  lofs  would  ferve  to  mark  the 
event  of  every  tranfadion  ;  and 
the  epithets  ufeful  or  detrimental 
would  ferve  to  diftinguifn  his 
mates  in  fociety,  as  they  do  the 
tree  which  bears  plenty  of  fruit, 
from  that  which  ferves  only  to 
cumber  the  ground,  or  intercept 
his  view. 

This,  however,  is  not  the  hif- 
tory  of  our  fpecies.  What  comes 
from  a  fellow-creature  is  received 
with  peculiar  attention  ;  and  eve¬ 
ry  language  abounds  with  terms 
that  exprefs  fomewhat  in  the  tranf- 
adions  of  men,  different  from  fuc- 
cefs  and  difappointment.  The  bo- 
fom  kindles  in  company,  while  the 
point  of  intereft:  in  view  has  no. 
thing  to  inflame;  and  a  matter  fri¬ 
volous  in  itfelf,  becomes  impor¬ 
tant,  when  it  ferves  to  bring  to 
light  the  intentions  and  characters 
of  men.  The  foreigner,  who  be- 
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lieved  that  Othello,  on  the  ftage, 
was  enraged  for  the  lofs  of  his  hand¬ 
kerchief,  was  not  more  miftaken, 
than  the  reafoner  who  imputes  any 
of  the  more  vehement  paftions  of 
men  to  the  imprefiions  of  mere  pro¬ 
fit  or  lofs. 

Men  a  (Tenable  to  deliberate  on 
bufinefs  ;  they  feparate  from  jea- 
loufies  of  intereft  ;  but  in  their  fe- 
veral  collifions,  whether  as  friends 
or  as  enemies  ;  a  fire  is  ftruck 
out  which  the  regards  to  intereft 
or  fafety  cannot  confine.  The 
value  of  a  favour  is  not  meafured 
when  fen timents  of  kindnefs  are 
perceived ;  and  the  term  misfortune 
has  but  a  feeble  meaning,  when 
compared  to  that  of  infult  and 
wrong. 

As  adors  or  fpedators,  we  are 
perpetually  made  to  feel  the  dif¬ 
ference  of  human  conduct,  and 
from  a  bare  recital  of  tranfadions 
which  have  pafied  in  ages  and 
countries  remote  from  our  own, 
are  moved  with  admiration  and 
pity,  or  tranfported  with  indigna¬ 
tion  and  rage.  Our  fenfibility  on 
this  fubjed  gives  their  charm,  in 
retirement,  to  the  relations  of  hifi. 
tory,  and  to  the  fidlions  of  poetry  : 
fends  forth  the  tear  of  compafiion, 
gives  to  the  blood  its  brifkeft: 
movement,  and  to  the  eye  its  live- 
lieft  glances  of  difpleafure  or  joy. 
It  turns  human  life  into  an  in- 
terefting  fpedacle,  and  perpetually 
folicits  even  the  indolent  to  mix, 
as  opponents  or  friends,  in  the 
fcenes  which  are  aded  before  them. 
Joined  to  the  powers  of  delibera¬ 
tion  and  reafon,  it  conftitutes  the 
bafis  of  a  moral  nature  ;  and  whilft: 
it  didates  the  terms  of  praife  and 
of  blame,  ferves  to  clafs  our  fel¬ 
low-creatures  by  the  mod  admi¬ 
rable 
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yable  and  engaging,  or  the  moll 
odious  and  contemptible,  denomi¬ 
nations. 

It  is  pleafant  to  find  men,  who, 
fn  their  fpeculations,  deny  the  rea¬ 
lity  of  moral  diftinftions,  forget 
in  detail  the  general  pofitions  they 
maintain,  and  give  loofe  to  ridi¬ 
cule,  indignation,  and  fcorn,  as 
if  any  of  thefe  fentiments  could 
have  place,  were  the  adlions  of 
men  indifferent;  and  with  acri¬ 
mony  pretend  to  deteft  the  fraud 
by  which  moral  reftraints  have 
been  impofed,  as  if  to  cenfure  a 
fraud  were  not  already  to  take  a 
part  on  the  fide  of  morality. 

Can  we  explain  the  principles 
upon  which  mankind  adjudge  the 
preference  of  charafters,  and  upon 
which  they  indulge  fuch  -vehement 
emotions  of  admiration  or  con¬ 
tempt  ?  If  it  be  admitted  that  we 
cannot,  are  the  fafts  lefs  true  ?  or 
mull  we  fufpend  the  movements  of 
the  heart  until  they  who  are  em¬ 
ployed  in  framing  fyftems  of  fci- 
enco  have  difcovered  the  principle 
from  which  thofe  movements  pro¬ 
ceed  ?  If  a  finger  burn,  we  care 
not  for  information  on  the  proper¬ 
ties  of  fire;  if  the  heart  be  torn, 
or  the  mind  overjoyed,  we  have 
not  leifure  for  fpeculations  on  the 
fubjeft  of  moral  fen  Ability.—— . 

If  it  be  true,  that  men  are  united 
by  inftinft,  that  they  aft  in  fo- 
ciety  from  affieftions  of  kindnefs 
and  friendfhip  ;  if  it  be  true,  that 
even  prior  to  acquaintance  and  ha¬ 
bitude,  men,  as  fuch,  are  com¬ 
monly  to  one  another  objefts  of 
attention,  and  feme  degree  of  re- 
gard  ;  that  while  their  profperity 
is  beheld  with  indifference,  their 
afHiftions  are  confidered  with  com- 


miferation ;  if  calamities  be  mea¬ 
sured  by  the  numbers  and  the  qua¬ 
lities  of  men  they  involve  ;  and  if 
every  luffering  of  a  fellow-creature 
draws  a  crowd  of  attentive  fpefta- 
tors ;  if  even  in  the  cafe  of  thofe 
to  whom  we  do  not  habitually  wifh 
any  pofititfe  good,  we  are  ftill 
averfe  to  be  the  inftruments  of 
harm  ;  it  fhould  feem,  that  in  thefe 
various  appearances  of  an  amica¬ 
ble  difpofition,  the  foundati  ns  of 
amoral  apprehenfion  are  ft  fficient- 
ly  laid,  and  the  fenfe  of  a  right 
which  we  maintain  for  ourfelves, 
is  by  a  movement  of  humanity  and 
candour  extended  to  our  fellow- 
creatures. 

What  is  it  that  prompts  the 
tongue  when  we  cenfure  an  aft 
of  cruelty  or  oppreffion  ?  What  is 
it  that  conftitutes  our  reftraint  from 
offences  that  tend  to  diftrefs  our 
fellow-creatures  ?  It  is  probably, 
in  both  cafes,  a  particular  applica* 
tion  of  that  principle,  which,  in 
prefence  of  the  for  rowful,  fends 
forth  the  tear  of  compalfion  ;  and 
a  combination  of  all  thofe  fenti¬ 
ments,  which  conftitute  a  benevo¬ 
lent  difpofition  ;  and  if  not  a  r  fo- 
lutiorr  to  do  good,  at  lead  an  aver- 
fion  to  be  the  inftrument  of  harm. 

It  may  be  difficult,  however,  to 
enumerate  the  motives  of  all  the 
cenfures  and  commendations  which 
are  applied  to  the  aftion?  of  men. 
Even  while  we  moralize,  every  dif¬ 
pofition  of  the  human  mind  may 
have  its  (hare  in  forming  the  judge¬ 
ment,  and  in  prompting  the  tongue. 
As  jealouly  is  often  the  moll  watch¬ 
ful  guardian  of  chaftity,  fo  malice 
is  often  the  quickeil  to  fpy  the  fail¬ 
ings  of  our  neighbour.  Envy,  af¬ 
fectation,  and  vanity,  may  diftate 
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the  verdids  we  give,  and  the  word: 
principles  of  our  nature  may  be  at 
the  bottom  of  our  pretended  zeal 
fof  morality  ;  but  if  we  only  mean 
to  inquire,  why  they  who  are  well 
difpofed  to  mankind,  apprehend, 
in  every  inftance,  certain  rights 
pertaining  to  their  fellow-crea¬ 
tures,  and  why  they  applaud  the 
confideration  that  is  paid  to  thofe 
rights,  we  cannot  perhaps  affign  a 
better  reafon,  than  that  the  perfon 
who  applauds,  is  well  difpofed  to 
the  welfare  of  the  parties  to  whom 
his  applaufes  refer. 

When  we  confider,  that  the  rea- 
lity  of  any  amicable  propenfity  in 
the  human  mind  has  been  fre¬ 
quently  conteded  ;  when  we  re¬ 
coiled  the  prevalence  of  interefted 
competitions,  with  their  attendant 
paffions  of  jealoufy,  envy,  and 
malice  ;  it  may  feem  flrange  to 
alledge,  that  love  and  compaffion 
are  the  mod  powerful  principles  in 
the  human  bread  :  but  they  are 
dedined,  on  many  occafions,  to 
urge  with  the  mod  irrefidible  ve¬ 
hemence  ;  and  if  the  defire  of  felf- 
prefervation  be  more  condant  and 
more  uniform,  thefe  are  a  more 
plentiful  fource  of  enthufialm,  fa- 
tisfadion,  and  joy,  With  a  power, 
not  inferior  to  that  of  refentment 
and  rage,  they  hurry  the  mind  into 
every  facrifice  of  intered,  and  bear 
it  undifmayed  through  every  hard- 
fhip  and  danger. 

The  difpofition  on  which  friend- 
fhi p  is  grafted,  glows  with  fatis- 
fadion  in  the  hours  of  tranquillity, 
and  is  pleafant,  not  only  in  its 
triumphs,  but  even  in  its  forrows. 
It  throws  a  grace  on  the  external 
air,  and,  by  its  exprcfiion  on  the 
countenance,  compeniates  for  the 
\vant  of  beauty,  or  gives  a  charm 
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which  no  complexion  or  features 
can  equal.  From  this  fource  the 
fcenes  of  human  life  derive  their 
principal  felicity  ;  and  their  imi¬ 
tations  in  poetry,  their  principal 
ornament.  Defcriptions  of  nature, 
even  reprefentations  of  a  vigorous 
condud,  and  a  manly  courage,  do 
not  engage  the  heart,  if  they  be 
not  mixed  with  the  exhibition  of 
generous  fentiments,  and  the  pa¬ 
thetic,  which  is  found  to  arife  ia 
the  druggies,  the  triumphs,  or  the 
misfortunes  of  a  tender  affedion. 
The  death  of  Polites,  in  the  iEneid, 
is  not  more  affeding  than  that  of 
many  others  who  perifhed  in  the 
ruins  of  Troy  ;  but  the  aged  Priam 
was  prefent  when  this  lad  of  his 
fons  was  flain  ;  and  the  agonies  of 
grief  and  forrow  force  the  parent 
from  his  retreat,  to  fall  by  the 
hand  that  fhed  the  blood  of  his 
child.  The  pathetic  of  Homer 
confids  in  exhibiting  the  force  of 
affedions,  not  in  exciting  mere 
terror  and  pity;  paffions  he  has 
never  perhaps,  in  any  indance,  at¬ 
tempted  to  raife.- — — 

After  ’all,  it  muff  be  confeffed, 
that  if  a  principle  of  affedion  to 
mankind,  be  the  bafis  of  our  moral 
approbation  and  diflike,  we  fome- 
times  proceed  in  didributing  ap~ 
plaufe  or  cenfure,  without  precife- 
ly  attending  to  the  degree  in  which 
our  fellow-creatures  are  hurt  or 
obliged  ;  and  that,  befides  the  vir¬ 
tues  of  candour,  friendfhip,  gene- 
rofity,  and  public  fpirit,  which 
bear  an  immediate  reference  to 
this  principle,  there  are  other* 
which  may  feem  to  derive  their 
commendation  from  a  different 
fource.  Temperance,  prudence, 
fortitude,  are  thofe  qualities  like— 
wife  admired  from  a  principle  of 

regard 
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regard  to  our  fellow  creatures  : 
Why  not,  fince  they  render  men 
happy  in  themfelves,  and  ufeful  to 
others  ?  He  who  is  qualified  to 
promote  the  welfare  of  mankind, 
is  neither  a  fot,  a  fool,  nor  a 
/coward.  Can  it  be  more  clearly 
exprefied,  that  temperance,  pru¬ 
dence,  and  fortitude,  are  neceilary 
to  the  character  we  love  and  ad¬ 
mire  ?  1  know  well  why  I  fhould 
wifii  for  them  in  myfelf ;  and  why 
likewife  I  fhould  wifh  for  them 
in  my  friend,  and  in  every  perfon 
who  is  an  objedt  of  my  affedtion. 
But  to  what  purpofe  feek  for  rea~ 
fons  of  approbation,  where  quali¬ 
ties  are  fo  neceffary  to  our  happi- 
nefs,  and  fo  great  a  part  in  the  per¬ 
fection  of  our  nature  ?  We  muft 
ceafe  to  efieem  ourfelves,  and  to 
diftinguilh  what  is  excellent,  when 
fuch  qualifications  incur  our  neg- 
left. 

A  perfon  of  an  affediionate  mind, 
poffelTed  of  a  maxim,  That  he  hi  in¬ 
field,  as  an  individual,  is  no  more 
than  a  part  of  the  whole  that  de¬ 
mands  his  regard,  has  found,  in 
that  principle,  a  fufficient  founda¬ 
tion  for  all  the  virtues  ;  for  a 
contempt  of  animal  pleafures,  that 
would  fupplant  his  principal  en¬ 
joyment  ;  for  an  equal  contempt 
of  danger  or  pain,  that  come  to 
Hop  his  purfuits  of  public  good. 

A  vehement  and  fteady  affec- 
<«  tion  magnifies  its  objeft,  and 

lefiens  every  difficulty  or  danger 
«£  that  Hands  in  the  way.”  et  Afk 
««  thofe  who  have  been  in  love,” 
fays  Epidletus,  “  they  will  know 
**  that  I  fpeak  truth.” 


An  EJ/ay  on  Crimes  and  Tunijl b- 
mints  ;  tranjlated  from  the  It  a* 


lian  :  nuitb  a  Commentary  attri¬ 
buted  lo  Monjteur  de  Voltaire ; 
tranjlated  from  the  French .  One 
*vqL  Svo. 

TH  E  merit  of  the  effay 
before  us  is  fo  generally 
known  and  allowed,  that  it  may 
feem  un neceffary  to  inform  our 
readers,  that  it  has  gained  the  at¬ 
tention  of  all  ranks  of  people  in 
almoft  every  part  of  Europe  ;  and 
that  few  books  on  any  fubjeft  have 
ever  been  more  generally  read,  or 
more  univerfally  applauded.  This 
work  was  written  in  Italian  by 
the  Marquis  Beccaria'  of  Milan. 
The  tranflator  informs  us  in  his 
preface,  that  it  was  read  at  dif¬ 
ferent  times  to  a  fociety  of  learned 
men  in  that  city,  at  whofe  defire  it 
was  publilhed.  He  alfo  tells  us, 
that  it  palled  through  fix  editions 
in  the  original  language,  in  eigh¬ 
teen  months  ;  that  it  was  tranflated 
into  French,  and  that  the  tranfla- 
tion  was  alfo  re-printed  feveral 
times. 

Though  the  author  feems  to  have 
been  fiudioufly  careful  not  to  give 
any  room  for  offence  in  point  of 
exprefiion,  yet  the  freedom  he  has 
taken  with  the  efiablilhed  forms 
of  government  in  Italy,  made  it 
prudent  not  to  put  his  name  to 
this  book  ;  from  the  fame  caufea 
he  has  fince  thought  proper  to 
quit  his  native  country,  and  has 
for  a  confiderable  time  pall  made 
Paris  the  place  of  his  abode.  The 
commentary  which  is  joined  to 
this  effay  is  attributed  to  Voltaire  ; 
and  it  feems  to  bear  fuch  evident 
marks  of  his  peculiar  manner,  as 
leave  little  room  to  doubt  his  be-* 
ing  the  author  of  it. 

A  few  fpecimens  of  the  writer’s 

1  argu- 
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arguments,  and  of  his  manner  of 
handling  his  fubjeCt,  will  be  more 
pieafing  to  our  readers,  than  any 
comment  we  fhould  make  on  it. 
In  his  introduction,  he  makes  the 
following  general  reflections. 

“  If  we  look  into  hiflory  we 
fhall  find,  that  laws,  which  are,  or 
oueht  to  be,  conventions  between 
men  in  a  ftate  of  freedom,  have 
been,  for  the  moll  part,  the  work 
of  the  pafiions  of  a  few,  or  the  con- 
fequences  of  a  fortuitous,  or  tem¬ 
porary  neceflity  ;  not  diclated  by 
a  cool  examiner  cf  human  nature, 
who  knew  how  to  colleCI  in  one 
point,  the  aCtions  of  a  multitude, 
and  had  this  only  end  in  view,  the 
great  eft  happinefs  of  the  great  efi  num¬ 
ber .  Happy  are  thofe  few  nations, 
who  have  not  waited,  till  the  How 
fucceffion  of  human  viciffitudes, 
ihould,  from  the  extremity  of  evil,, 
produce  a  tranfition  to  good;  but 
by  prudent  laws,  have  facilitated 
the  progrefs  from  one  to  the  other  ! 
and  how  great  are  the  obligations 
due  from  mankind  to  that  philo- 
fopher,  who  from  the  obfcurity  of 
his  cloiet,  had  the  courage  to  fcat- 
ter  amongft  the  multitude  the 
feeds  of  ufeful  truths,  fo  long  un¬ 
fruitful  ! 

The  art  of  printing  has  difFufed 
the  knowledge  of  thole  philofo- 
phical  truths,  by  which  the  rela¬ 
tions  between  fovereigns  and  their 
fubjeCts,  and  between  nations,  are 
difcovered.  By  this  knowledge, 
commerce  is  animated,  and  there 
has  fprung  up  a  fpirit  of  emula¬ 
tion  and  induflry,  worthy  of  ra¬ 
tional  beings.  Thefe  are  the  pro¬ 
duce  of  this  enlightened  age;  but 
the  cruelty  of  punifhments,  and 
the  irregularity  of  proceedings  in 
criminal  cafes,  fo  principal  a  part 
of  the  iegiflacion,  and  fo  much  neg- 


leded  throughout  Europe,  has 
hardly  ever  been  called  in  queftion. 
Errors,  accumulated  through  ma¬ 
ny  centuries,  have  never  yet  been 
expofed  by  afcending  to  general 
principles  ;  nor  has  the  force  of 
acknowledged  truths  been  ever  op- 
pofed  to  the  unbounded  licenti- 
oufnefs  of  ill-direCted  power,  which 
has  continually  produced  fo  many 
authorized  examples  of  the  moll 
unfeeling  barbarity.  Surely,  the 
groans  of  the  weak,  facrificed  to 
the  cruel  ignorance,  and  indolence 
of  the  powerful  ;  the  barbarous 
torments  laviflied,  and  multiplied 
with  ufelefs  feverity,  for  crimes 
either  not  proved,  or  in  their  na¬ 
ture  impoffible  ;  the  filth,  and 
horrors  of  a  prifon,  increafed  by 
the  moft  cruel  tormentor  of  the 
miferable,  uncertainty,  ought  to 
have  roufed  the  attention  of  thofe, 
whofe  bufinefs  is  to  direCt  the  opi¬ 
nions  of  mankind.” 

In  the  fecond  chapter,  te  of  the 
right  to  punifh,”  he  proceeds  as 
follows. 

Every  punifhment,  which  does 
not  arife  from  abfolute  neceflity, 
fays  the  great  Montefquieu,  is  ty¬ 
rannical.  A  propofition  which 
may  be  made  more  general,  thus  : 
Every  act  of  authority  of  one  man 
over  another,  for  which  there  is 
not  an  abfolute  neceffity,  is  tyran¬ 
nical.  It  is  upon  this  then,  that 
the  fovereign’s  right  to  punifh 
crimes  is  founded  ;  that  is,  upon 
the  neceflity  of  defending  the  pub¬ 
lic  liberty,  entrufled  to  his  care, 
from  the  ufurpation  of  indivi¬ 
duals;  and  punifhments  are  juft, 
in  proportion  as  the  liberty,  pre- 
ferved  by  the  fovereign,  is  facred 
and  valuable. 

Let  us  confult  the  human  heart, 
and  there  we  fhall  find  the  foun¬ 
dation 
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dation  of  the  fovereign*s  right  to 
punifh  ;  for  no  advantage  in  moral 
policy  can  be  lafting,  which  is 
not  founded  on  the  indelible  fenti- 
ments  of  the  heart  of  man.  What¬ 
ever  law  deviates  from  this  prin¬ 
ciple  will  always  meet  with  a  reiif- 
tance,  which  will  deftroy  it  in  the 
end  ;  for  the  fmalleft  force,  conti¬ 
nually  applied,  will  overcome  the 
moft  violent  motion  communicated 
to  bodies. 

No  man  ever  gave  up  his  liberty, 
merely  for  the  good  of  the  public. 
Such  a  chimera  exifts  only  in  ro¬ 
mances.  Every  individual  wiihes, 
if  poffible,  to  be  exempt  from  the 
compa&s  that  bind  the  reft  of  man¬ 
kind. 

The  multiplication  of  mankind, 
though  How,  being  too  great  for 
the  means,  which  the  earth,  in  its 
natural  ftate,  offered  to  fatisfy  ne- 
ceffities,  which  every  day  became 
more  numerous,  obliged  men  to 
feparate  again,  and  form  new  fo- 
cieties.  Thefe  naturally  oppofed 
the  fir  ft,  and  a  ftate  of  war  was 
transferred  from  individuals  to  na¬ 
tions. 

Thus  it  was  neceffity  that  forced 
men  to  give  up  a  part  of  their 
liberty;  it  is  certain  then,  that  e- 
\rery  individual  would  chufe  to  put 
into  the  public  flock  the  fmalleft 
portion  poffible  ;  as  much  only  as 
was  fufficient  to  engage  others  to 
defend  it.  The  aggregate  of  thefe, 
the  fmalleft  portions  poffible,  forms 
the  right  of  punifhing  :  all  that 
extends  beyond  this  is  abufe,  not 
juftice. 

Obferve,  that  by  jujiice  I  un¬ 
derhand  nothing  more,  than  that 
bond,  which  is  neceffary  to  keep 
the  intereft  of  individuals  united  ; 
without  which,  men  would  return 
to  their  original  ftate  of  barbarity. 
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All  punifhments,  which  exceed  the 
neceffity  of  preferving  this  bond* 
are  in  their  nature  unjuft.  We 
fhould  be  cautious  how  we  affo- 
ciate  with  the  word  juftice ,  an  idea 
of  any  thing  real,  fuch  as  a  phy- 
fical  power,  or  a  being  that  actu¬ 
ally  exifts.  I  do  not,  by  any  means, 
fpeak  of  the  juftice  of  God,  which 
is  of  another  kind,  and  refers  im¬ 
mediately  to  rewards  and  punifh¬ 
ments  in  a  life  to  come.— 

Whoever  reads,  with  a  philofo- 
phic  eye,  the  hiftory  of  nations, 
and  their  laws,  will  generally  find, 
that  the  ideas  of  virtue  and  vice, 
of  a  good  or  a  bad  citizen,  change 
with  the  revolution  of  ages  ;  not 
in  proportion  to  the  alteration  of 
circumftances,  and  confequently 
conformable  to  the  common  good  ; 
but  in  proportion  to  the  paflions 
and  errors  by  which  the  different 
law-givers  were  fucceflively  influ¬ 
enced.  He  will  frequently  ob¬ 
ferve,  that  the  paflions  and  vices 
of  one  age,  are  the  foundation  of 
the  morality  of  the  following  ;  that 
violent  paffion,  the  offspring  of  fa~ 
naticifm.  and  enthuflafm,  being 
weakened  by  time,  which  reduces 
all  the  phenomena  of  the  natural 
and  moral  world  to  an  equality, 
become,  by  degrees,  the  prudence 
of  the  age,  and  an  ufeful  inftru- 
ment  in  the  hands  of  the  powerful 
or  artful  politician.  Hence  the 
uncertainty  of  our  notions  of  ho¬ 
nour  and  virtue  ;  an  uncertainty 
which  will  ever  remain,  becaufe 
they  change  with  the  revolutions 
of  time,  and  names  furvive  the 
things  they  originally  fignified  ; 
they  change  with  the  boundaries  of 
ftates,  which  are  often  the  fame 
both  in  phyflcal  and  moral  geo- 
graphy. 

Pleafure  and  pain  are  the  only 
12  fprings 
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fprings  of  adion  in  beings  en¬ 
dowed  with  fenfibility.  Even  a- 
mongft:  the  motives  which  incite 
men  to  ads  of  religion,  the  in  vi¬ 
able  legifiator  has  ordained  rewards 
and  punifhments.  From  a  partial 
diftribution  of  thefe,  will  arife 
that  contradiction,  fo  little  obferv- 
ed,  becaufe  fo  common  ;  I  mean, 
that  of  punifhing  by  the  laws,  the 
crimes  which  the  laws  have  occa¬ 
sioned.  If  an  equal  punifhment 
be  ordained  for  two  crimes  that 
injure  fociety  in  different  degrees, 
there  is  nothing  to  deter  men 
from  committing  the  greater,  as 
often  as  it  is  attended  with  greater 
advantage. — 

The  foregoing  refledions  autho- 
rife  me  to  affert,  that  crimes  arc 
only  to  be  meafured  by  the  injury 
done  to  fociety. 

They  err,  therefore,  who  ima¬ 
gine  that  a  crime  is  greater  or 
lefs,  according  to  the  intention  of 
the  perfon  by  whom  it  is  commit¬ 
ted  ;  for  this  will  depend  on  the 
adual  impreffion  of  objects  on  the 
fenfes,  and  on  the  previous  difpofi- 
tion  of  the  mind  ;  both  which  will 
vary  in  different  perfons,  and  even 
In  the  fame  perfon  at  different 
times,  according  to  the  fuccefiion 
of  ideas,  paffions,  and  circumftan- 
ces.  Upon  that  fyftem,  it  would 
be  neceffary  to  form,  not  only 
a  particular  code  for  every  Indi¬ 
vidual,  but  a  new  penal  law  for 
every  crime.  Men,  often  with  the 
bell  intention,  do  the  greateft  in¬ 
jury  to  fociety,  and  with  the  worft, 
do  it  the  molt  effential  fervices. 

Others  have  eftimated  crimes  ra¬ 
ther  by  the  dignity  of  the  perfon 
offended,  than  by  their  confe- 
quences  to  fociety.  If  this  were 
the  true  ftandard,  the  fmallelt  ir¬ 
reverence  to  the  divine  Being  ought 


to  be  puniihed  with  infinitely  more 
feverity,  than  the  affaffination  of  a 
monarch. 

In  fhort,  others  have  imagined, 
that  the  greatnefs  of  the  fin  fhould 
aggravate  the  crime.  But  the  fal¬ 
lacy  of  this  opinion  will  appear 
on  the  flighted  confideration  of  the 
relations  between  man  and  man, 
and  between  God  and  man.  The 
relations  between  man  and  man, 
are  relations  of  equality.  Neceffuy 
alone  hath  produced,  from  the  op¬ 
position  of  private  paffions  and  in- 
terefts,  the  idea  of  public  utility, 
which  is  the  foundation  of  human 
juftice.  The  others  are  relations  of 
dependence,  between  an  imperfect 
creature  and  his  creator,  the  mod 
perfect  of  beings,  who  has  referved 
to  himfelf  the  foie  right  of  being 
both  lawgiver,  and  judge;  for  he 
alone  can,  without  injuftice,  be 
at  the  fame  time,  both  one  and  the 
other.  If  he  hath  decreed  eternal 
punifhments  for  thofe  wfio  difobey 
his  will,  fhail  an  infed  dare  to  put 
himfelf  in  the  place  of  divine  juf¬ 
tice,  or  pretend  to  punifli  for  the 
Almighty,  who  is  himfelf  all-fuf- 
ficient ;  who  cannot  receive  im~ 
preffions  of  pleafure,  or  pain,  and 
who  alone,  of  all  other  beings,  ads 
without  being  aded  upon  ?  The 
degree  of  fin  depends  on  the  ma¬ 
lignity  of  the  heart,  which  is  im¬ 
penetrable  to  finite  beings.  How 
then  can  the  degree  of  fin  ferve  as 
a  ftandard  to  determine  the  degree 
of  crimes  ?  If  that  were  admitted, 
men  may  punifh  when  God  par¬ 
dons,  and  pardon  when  God  con¬ 
demns  ;  and  thus  ad  in  oppofition 
to  the  Supreme  Being.— 

We  have  proved,  then,  that 
crimes  are  to  be  eftimated  by  the 
injury  done  to  fociety.  This  is  one 
of  thofe  palpable  truths,  which, 

though 
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though  evident  to  the  meaneft  ca¬ 
pacity,  yet,  by  a  combination  of 
circumilances,  are  only  known  to 
a  few  thinking  men  in  every  na¬ 
tion,  and  in  every  age.  But  opi¬ 
nions,  worthy  only  of  the  defpo- 
tifm  of  Afia,  and  paflions,  armed 
with  power  and  authority,  have, 
generally  by  infenfibile  and  fome- 
times  by  violent  impreflions  on  the 
timid  credulity  of  men,  effaced 
thofe  fimple  ideas,  which  perhaps 
conftituted  the  firft  philofophy  of 
infant  fociety.  Happily  the  phi¬ 
lofophy  of  the  prefent  enlightened 
age  Teems  again  to  conduct  us  to 
the  fame  principles,  and  with  that 
degree  of  certainty,  which  is  ob¬ 
tained  by  a  rational  examination, 
and  repeated  experience.-— 

The  opinion,  that  every  mem¬ 
ber  of  fociety  has  a  right  to  do  any 
thing,  that  is  not  contrary  to  the 
Jaws,  without  fearing  any  other 
inconveniences,  than  thofe  which 
are  the  natural  confequences  of 
the  aflion  itfelf,  is  a  political 
dogma,  which  fhouid  be  defended 
by  the  laws,  inculcated  by  the  magi- 
flrates,  and  believed  by  the  people  ; 
a  facred  dogma,  without  which  there 
can  be  no  lawful  fociety  ;  a  juft  re- 
compence  for  our  facrifice  of  that 
univerfal  liberty  of  a&ion,  com¬ 
mon  to  all  fenfible  beings,  and  only 
limited  by  our  natural  powers.  By 
this  principle,  our  minds  become 
free,  a&ive,  and  vigorous ;  by  this 
alone  we  are  infpired  with  that  vir¬ 
tue  which  knows  no  fear,  To  dif¬ 
ferent  from  that  pliant  prudence, 
worthy  of  thofe  only  who  can  bear 
a  precarious  exiftence.— 

I  do  not  know  of  any  exception 
to  this  general  axiom,  that  Every 
member  of  fociety  foould  know  when 
he  is  criminal ,  and  when  innocent. 
If  cenfors,  and,  in  general,  arbi¬ 


trary  tnagiftrates,  be  neceftary  m 
any  government,  it  proceeds  from, 
focne  fault  in  the  conftitution.  The 
uncertainty  of  crimes  hath  facri- 
iiced  more  victims  to  fecret  tyran¬ 
ny,  than  have  ever  fuffered  by  pub¬ 
lic  and  folemn  cruelty. 

What  are,  in  general,  the  pro¬ 
per  puniftiments  for  crimes  ?  Is  the 
punilhment  of  death  really  ufeful , 
or  neceflary  for  the  fafety,  or  good 
order  of  fociety  ?  Are  tortures  and 
torments  confident  with  jufticey  or 
do  they  anfwer  the  end  propofed  by 
the  laws  ?  Which  is  the  bell  me¬ 
thod  of  preventing  crimes  ?  Are 
the  fame  punilhments  equally  ufe¬ 
ful  at  all  times  ?  What  influence 
have  they  on  manners  ?  Thefe  pro¬ 
blems  fhouid  be  folved  with  that 
geometrical  precision,  which  the 
mift  of  fophiftry,  the  feduffion  of 
eloquence,  and  the  timidity  of  doubt 
are  unable  to  refill. 

If  I  have  no  other  merit  than 
that  of  having  firft  prefented  to  my 
country,  with  a  greater  degree  of 
evidence,  what  other  nations  have 
written,  and  are  beginning  to  prac- 
tife,  I  fhall  account  myfelf  for¬ 
tunate  ;  but  if,  by  fupporting  the 
rights  of  mankind,  and  of  invin¬ 
cible  truth,  1  Oiall  contribute  to  fave 
from  the  agonies  of  death  one  un¬ 
fortunate  vidlim  of  tyrrany,  or  of 
ignorance,  equally  fatal  ;  his  blefs- 
ing  and  tears  of  tranfport,  will  be 
a  fufficient  confoiation  to  me  for 
the  contempt  of  all  mankind. 5> 

We  wifh  that  the  extent  of  our 
plan  could  admit  of  our  giving 
more  extra&s  from  this  favourite 
writer  ;  his  unbounded  philan¬ 
thropy,  and  the  eloquence  and  ten- 
dernefs  with  which  he  pleads  the 
caufe  of  humanity,  mull  always 
procure  him  the  moft  favourable 
reception. 

THE 
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CHAP.  I. 

General  afpedl  of  affairs*  Prefent  appearances  pacific.  Same  ancient  caufes 
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